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† The Bigger Picture
“We preach Jesus Christ...a stumbling block."

(1 Corinthians 1:23)

Dear Friends,

W

e preach Christ at St. Paul's, a subject controversial enough, for Christ
divides as the necessary path to unifying His own. The temptation to
become political is ever before us in our Christian communication, yet we do well
to consider the larger theater of God's call upon us.
As a recent secular commentator pointed out, referring critically to the
politicization of modern discourse, "They see nothing but politics, but politics is
tiny. Politics applies only to society. There is a huge metaphysical realm out there
that involves the eternal principles of life and death."
We have a weighty task before us of reaching this post-modern age of rampant
unbelief. As important as politics may be, let us not get sidelined and distracted
with things that are passing away. For we
have been entrusted with an eternal message
of hope, power and transformation, and one
that is sure to bring life out of
death by God's voice alone. As
Gospel people, we are to be all
about the bigger picture of our
Savior's loving promises.
Keep the faith.
Share the faith.
Live the faith.

In Christ Alone,

† Bible Backronyms And Fights With My Inner Pharisee

by John Tuthhill

W

hat is a "backronym"? It is a combination of the words "backward" and
"acronym."
Backronyms can be made by choosing new words to fit the letters that are already
commonly put together, rather than choosing the words first and then fitting them into a
shorter version made up from the first letter of each word. An example might make this
clearer; the letters in the acronym "NIV" are usually understood to mean the "New
International Version" of the Bible. But let's imagine someone who is less than a fan of the
"NIV" - he or she might drop-kick the name into a backronym and call it the "Nearly
Infallible Version" or maybe it becomes for them the "Never Intentionally Verified" version
instead.
But wait, there's more - in fact, most translations of the Bible have been "backronym-ed"
at one time or another by people who favor their own (perhaps?) "superior" versions. The
New Revised Standard Version (NRSV)? Detractors have been known to call the NRSV the
"Not Really Suitable Version". The NASB? Critics re-make it into the "New Apostate
Standard
Bible" and/or
the "New
American
Slandered
Version."
Those who
distrust the
English
Standard
Version are
not above
calling it the
"Error
Saturated
Version"
either.
Any of these examples (and there are many - at least eighty or more) could excite a mild
little Episcopalian chuckle if used at your local Bible study group. But there may be just a
hint of a little inner Pharisee talking down in these backronym-ese ways about the Bible
versions favored by others. The Gospel reading this Sunday cautions everyone to put all
reliance entirely on God for the forgiveness of sins and for the gift of salvation (Luke 18:914).
As vital as it is to have a trusted Bible version that accurately conveys God's revealed
Word in comprehensible language, people trying to get to know God may benefit from
reliance on more than only one translation for comparison, and, by being aware of our inner
Pharisee. He may try to convince us to put reliance on our own personal selection of
anything at all as playing a part in our salvation. The gift of God and to the glory of God we
are saved by the "Way" which is Christ our Lord.
Thanks be to God!

COFFEE HOUR HOSTS
Oct 23rd
Oct 30th
Nov 6th

8 am - Mary Perry
8 am - Mary Allen
8 am - Lori O’Hara

10:30 am - Connie Williams
10:30 am - Nicole O’Connors
10:30 am - Sandy Chadwick

Hebrews 13:2 - Do not neglect to show
hospitality to strangers, for thereby some
have entertained angels unawares.
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The E
Rector’s
Forum

† In the Beginning Was the Word

ach Sunday at 9:30, the Rector's Forum
continues with the Gospel of John. The last
of the four Gospels to be written, it emphasizes
Jesus' full divinity within a deeply theological
framework while being accessible to all.
Please join us in the Guild Room for this
exciting Bible study, and expect to be
transformed by the Living Word.

† Happy Birthday to You!

C

arol Ferro, Julia Yurcisin, Steven Donnelly & Tina Schappach celebrate
today! Sunday is the big day for Jessica Cordova. Don Winkley & Savannah
Liss will be blowing out candles on Monday. Gwyneth
Davidson will be opening presents on Tuesday. Bake a cake
for David Szen on Wednesday. Have a blessed day everyone!

† This Week at St. Paul’s
Thu, Oct 20

-

Sat, Oct 22

-

Sun, Oct 23

-

Mon, Oct 24 Tues, Oct 25 Wed, Oct 26 Thu, Oct 27 Sat, Oct 29

-

Sun, Oct 30

-

5:45 pm
7:00 pm
7:30 pm
7:30 am
7:30 am
10:00 am

-

Boot Camp, Crocker Hall
Healing Team, Guild Room
Music Night, Sanctuary
Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Crocker Hall
John 21:12 Group, Bridgewater Village Store
PraiseMoves, Crocker Hall

Twenty-Third Sunday after Pentecost
8:00 am
9:15 am
9:30 am
10:30 am
10:30 am
4:00 pm

-

6:30 pm
7:00 pm
9:15 am
5:45 pm
7:15 pm
10:00 am
5:45 pm
7:30 pm
7:30 am
7:30 am
10:00 am
11:00 am

-

Traditional Holy Communion (LiveStream)
Associate Chaplains Meeting, Crocker Hall
Rector’s Forum, Guild Room
Sunday School
Contemporary Holy Communion
Trunk or Treat, Parking Lot
St. James, Brother of Jesus
Altar Guild Annual Meeting, Guild Room
Men’s Bible Study, Crocker Hall (LiveStream)
Ladies Bible Study, Guild Room
Boot Camp, Crocker Hall / Parking Lot
Boy Scouts Troop 5, Crocker Hall
Holy Communion & Healing
Boot Camp, Crocker Hall / Parking Lot
Music Night, Sanctuary
Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Crocker Hall
John 21:12 Group, Bridgewater Village Store
PraiseMoves, Crocker Hall
St. Paul’s Quilters, Crocker Hall

Twenty-Fourth Sunday after Pentecost
8:00 am
9:30 am
10:30 am
10:30 am

-

Traditional Holy Communion (LiveStream)
Rector’s Forum, Guild Room
Sunday School
Contemporary Holy Communion

Click Below to

Click Below to
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† This Date on the Church Calendar
Tuesday, October 18th

St. James of Jerusalem, Brother of our Lord Jesus Christ

J

ames of Jerusalem is referred to in the New Testament as the brother of Our Lord
Jesus Christ.
He was for many years the leader of the Christian
congregation in Jerusalem, and is generally supposed to be the
author of the Epistle of James, although the Epistle itself does
not state this explicitly.
James is mentioned briefly in connection with Jesus' visit
to Nazareth (M 13:55; P 6:3).
We are told that Jesus' brothers did not believe in Him (J
7:2-5), and from this, and from references in early Christian
writers, it is inferred that James was not a disciple of the Lord
until after the Resurrection.
Paul, listing appearances of the Risen Lord (1 Cor 15:3-8),
includes an appearance to James.
Peter, about to leave Jerusalem after escaping from Herod,
leaves a message for James and the Apostles (A 12:17).
When a council meets at Jerusalem to consider what rules
Gentile Christians should be required to keep, James
formulates the final consensus (A 15:13-21).
Paul speaks of going to Jerusalem three years after his conversion and conferring there
with Peter and James (G 1:18-19), and speaks again of a later visit (perhaps the one
described in A 15) on which Peter, James, and John, "the pillars," placed their stamp of
approval on the mission to the Gentiles (G 2:9).
A few verses later (G 2:11-14), he says that messengers from James coming to Antioch
discouraged Jewish Christians there from eating with Gentile Christians. (If this is refers to
the same event as A 15:1-2, then Paul takes a step back chronologically in his narration at G
2:11, which is not improbable, since he is dictating and mentioning arguments and events
that count as evidence for his side as they occur to him.)
On his last recorded visit to Jerusalem, Paul visits James (others are present, but no other
names are given) and speaks of his ministry to the Gentiles (A 21:18).
Outside the New Testament, James is mentioned by the Jewish historian Josephus, who
calls him "the brother of Jesus the so-called Christ," and reports that he was much respected
even by the Pharisees for his piety and strict observance of the Law, but that his enemies
took advantage of an interval between Roman governors in 62 AD to have him put to death.
His death is also reported by the second-century Christian writer Hegesippus.
Numerous references in early Christian documents show the esteem in which he was
held in the early Church.
There appear to be at least three persons named James mentioned in the New Testament,
and possibly as many as eight.
written by James Kiefer

† Altar Guild To Hold Annual Meeting

M

embers of Saint Paul's Altar Guild will gather together in the
Guild Room on Monday, October 24 at 6:30 pm for a
Potluck Supper and their Annual Meeting. Each member attending is
asked to please bring their favorite casserole, salad or dessert. New
members will be welcomed, new or changed procedures will be
reviewed, Sacristans' responsibilities for 2017 will be assigned, and
there will be a time for questions and answers. Please join us for an
evening of sharing and Christian fellowship. New members are
always welcome and are encouraged to join us for an introduction to
the work of Saint Paul's Altar Guild. Please R.S.V.P. to Gail Winkley
at 203-775-3343 or gailwinkley@yahoo.com by Friday, October 21.
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† Prophets of Old
Joel

c. 400 BC

N

ot much is known about Joel, who probably
lived after the return of the Jews from exile
in Babylon. The Book of Joel seems to build on the
work of some of the other prophets, so this prophet
may have been one of the last to write.
The Book of Joel is unusual. It is like a
reconciliation service. Joel calls the people - even
the oldest and the youngest, even brides and grooms
- to fast and assemble in prayer. The fast may have
been called in connection with the Jewish New Year
and Day of Atonement, a traditional time of fasting
in sorrow for sin.
Joel wrote that repentance must be from the
heart, not just for show. He encouraged people not to tear their clothing, which was a
customary way to show sorrow, but to open their hearts to change and to trust that God will
honor their sincere sorrow for sin. Then Joel records an extraordinary promise. “I will our
out my spirit on all flesh; your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, your old shall dream
dreams, and your young shall see visions.”

† Ladies Evening Bible Study
New Study to Begin November 1st

Please join us beginning Tuesday, November 1, 2016, as we begin a new bible study:
Twelve Women of the Bible: Life changing stories for women
today based on Teaching from Lysa Terkeurst and Elisa
Morgan, Jeanne Stevens, Amena Brown, Naomi Zacharias &
Jonalyn Fincher.
We will learn about the triumph and failures of Mary
Magdalene, Rebekah, Hannah and nine of women, learning how
to
Apply biblical lessons to your own modern-day struggles;
Live through failures as well as successes;
Draw near to God in a world filled with trials;
Find lasting contentment;
Overcome rejection and insecurity
And much more.
Through twelve sessions, each focused on one biblical
woman, this fresh look at the women in the Bible helps
women discover new insights and provides a powerful
witness to God’s gracious love that will leave you feeling
challenged, encouraged, and deeply valued.
To order you book, you may go to the following link.
If you need a book ordered, please contact Dori McManus at (203) 788-1977 or
dorimcmanus@snet.net
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† Pray It Up
Notice the Red and White prayer request cards in the pew?
Each Sunday, fill out your request, put it in the red bowl on
the table on the way to communion. Then take a card from
the bowl either right then or after service. Pray for that
request for one week. How comforting to know that your
request is being prayed for and that you are praying for
someone else’s! You might just be praying for the person
sitting next to you! Or, if you’d prefer - please send your
request to St. Paul’s at prayingnow2@gmail.com!

Name Tags - Please
be courteous to your
fellow parishioners,
to newcomers,
visiting clergy and guests by
extending a warm welcome to them
and by wearing your name tag. And
remember to wear them to coffee
hour as well. It’s the neighborly thing
to do!

Did you miss last week’s Children’s sermon? Click here to watch it.
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† Socks & Toiletries for the Homeless

A

s the temperature drops and the seasons change
remember homeless people are on their feet all day, and
the only pair of socks they own are very likely to be threadbare.
Once again, this year we are collecting socks and toiletries for the
men’s homeless shelter throughout the winter months. Place
donations in the bins in the back of the church or Crocker Hall.

† Prayer Shawls

A

big “Thank You” to all who have contributed to the prayer shawl ministry, quietly
offering time and talent to provide a physical reminder of God’s loving and healing
presence to those who receive the shawls. Whether you contribute regularly or
occasionally, your offering is gratefully appreciated. Keep up
the good work!
A prayer shawl is a shawl that has been lovingly
and prayerfully made and is given as a physical
symbol of God’s love wrapped around the
recipient. Prayer Shawls can be given to those in
need of any kind of comfort or healing, or to those
experiencing a life changing event, such as a wedding or a
new birth.
Prayer shawls are knitted or crocheted by individual
parishioners in their homes. They are then blessed by Father
Shepley on Healing Sunday. After the blessing, the shawls are available in the Parish
Office for Father Shepley, any ministry or individual parish member to give where there is a
need.
If you can knit or crochet (or sew) a shawl then you can be part of this ministry. Most
are made using simple stitches and patterns, although they can be as intricate as you want to
make them. Any shawl pattern can be used, and any yarn that you like to work with. There
is no wrong shape or size. Simply ask God to bless the project and it will be good.
Finished shawls can be dropped off at the Parish office or given to Father Shepley or to me.
If you want more information, contact me at janetfranklin812@yahoo.com or talk to me on
a Sunday morning. I am usually at the 8 o’clock service and the Rector’s Forum.
Janet Franklin

I

t’s been a while since
this Henry Abbott Tech
high school graduation
picture was taken. Only one
person correctly identified it.

C

ongrations to Buni
Kovacs who know this
was none other than Tom
Tucker. Buni, be sure to
drop by the Sword Points
office to claim your prize.
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† Happy are they whom you choose
and draw to your courts to dwell there! 

† The Old City Quarters 

J

erusalem is a unique city due to its
geographical layout. Jerusalem is
divided into two main parts; the old city and
the new city. The entire portion of the old city
is walled off, separating it from the new city
which was built around it. The Old City is a
sacred site to many religions.
The Old City is divided into four sections
according to ethnic affiliation: The Armenian
Quarter goes back to the ancient days and the
beginning of Christianity. The Jewish Quarter
is where the Wall can be found; the Western
Wall, the most sacred wall in the Old City,
where Jews
still read the Book of Lamentations. The Moslem
Quarter is where the original
Temple was located, now the
Dome of the Rock, where, in
the Jewish faith is the site of
Abraham's sacrifice and
where the prophet
Muhammad ascended into
heaven. The Christian
Quarter is the location of the
Church of the Holy
Sepulchre, site of Jesus’
crucifixion and entombment.
The divisions of the Old City
looks much like a labyrinth
with all the walls in the city.
It covers a rectangular area
of approximately 1 square
kilometer. Its walls are
about 12 meters high and 4
kilometers long. Eight gates,
built in the second century and reconstructed in the
(Continued on page 9)
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Still interested in going with our group to Israel after Christmas?
Contact David Szen ASAP, dszen@yahoo.com.

(Continued from page 8)

Old City Quarters

sixteenth century, serve as entrances into the city.
Until the late 1800s, these gates were locked at
night to protect the city's inhabitants. The walls
encompass a large portion of the city and carry
significant meaning to civilians and religious
followers alike. The city is steeped in spirituality.
It is a multi-ethnic city with church bells ringing
beside the shofar with a very international flavor.
Most of the walls were constructed during the 16th
century by the Ottoman Turks.
There is an inherent sanctity here for observant
Jews which goes beyond religion; it is the wellspring of Jewish culture.

† Lessons and Carols: Save the Date!

O

ur annual Festival of Lessons and Carols will be held on Sunday, December 11 at
5:00 pm. Please mark your calendars and plan to attend this beautiful service
which consists of Scripture readings about the birth of Jesus interspersed with the
singing of traditional carols led by our choir. What a truly wonderful way to
prepare your heart, mind, and voice for Christmas!
Or better yet, if you like to sing, you are welcome to join our
special choir for this service. Rehearsals are on the following three
Mondays from 7-9 pm: Nov 21 & 28, Dec 5 and Thursday, Dec 8. The
only prerequisites are as follows: 1) you like to sing Christmas music,
and 2) you like to be around people who like to sing Christmas
music. No previous participation in the music ministry required!
Please contact Kirsten Peterson to join: kirpeterson@comcast.net
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† Art in the Christian Tradition
The Parisee and the Publican

6th century
Basilica di Sant'Apollinare Nuovo, Ravenna, Italy
(UNESCO World Heritage List, 1996)

T

his is one of the 13 mosaics along the upper band of the left wall of the nave that
follow the life of Christ. Deliyannis identifies it as the parable of the Pharisee and
the Publican: In the Temple, the Pharisee brags to God about his piety, while the publican
prays "O God be merciful to me a sinner." Jesus says only the publican will go home
"justified" because "every one that exalteth himself, shall be humbled: and he that humbleth
himself, shall be exalted (Luke 18:9-14)."
In the mosaic, one might guess that the man on the left is the publican, bending his head
and striking his breast as if in supplication, while the man on the right would be the
Pharisee, standing upright in orant position.
But if this is so, it is not clear why the publican, or someone just like him with the same
clothes, beard, and hair, appears again, apparently as an associate of Caiaphas, in the panels
on Jesus' trial before the
Sanhedrin and the Way of
the Cross. Possibly the
man on the right is really
the publican, posed orant
because truly praying,
while the other gestures to
him saying, "O God I give
thee thanks that I am not as
the rest of men,
extortioners, unjust,
adulterers, as also is this
publican."
This is the only scene in
the entire series from the
life of Christ that does not
have Jesus in it.
See also a view of the
entire left wall with
commentary on the
iconography of Jesus and
the apostles in these
mosaics.

S

† Electronic Giving

aint Paul’s is pleased to announce the introduction of an electronic option for
making regular offerings. Contributions can now be debited automatically from
your checking/savings account or your credit/debit card. Our new electronic giving
program offers convenience for you and provides much needed donation consistency for our
congregation. There is no cost to you to use this system. Also there will be no
changes if you choose to still use your present method of giving. The system is
simple using the following steps below.
1. Sign on to the church website at www.SaintPaulsBrookfield.com.
2.Click on the blue “Give Online” button at the top left of the home page.
3.Click on the “Create Profile” button to create your unique on line profile.
4.After you have created your profile, follow the on line instructions to
schedule your contribution.
If you have any questions, please contact Chuck Allen at 203-775-6633 or
treasurer@SaintPaulsBrookfield.com.
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A

s part of our outreach, St. Paul’s donates gift cards and nonperishable items to six area food pantries. The non-perishable
items are provided by our generous congregation and are truly appreciated.
Donations for the food pantry can be left in the basket at the back of the
church. Delivery is made to one food pantry each month. Thank you.

Celebration of the Spirit
Sunday, November 20th - 10:30 am
The Episcopal Church in Connecticut is doing something wonderful and different
on the Sunday of Convention this year - a massive worship service in the
Convention Center, open to all, with the Presiding
Bishop, the Most Rev. Michael Curry, preaching.
Come worship with your sisters and brothers across
Connecticut at the Connecticut Convention Center, and
hear the Good News as proclaimed the Most Rev. Michael
Curry, Presiding Bishop of the Episcopal Church. Our
venue this year allows us the unique opportunity to hold
a worship service where all are welcome to attend and
take part in our sacramental life.
Following worship, there will be a social coffee hour and
then an opportunity to help you expand your faith and
follow Jesus into the neighborhood. We are inviting
Ministry Networks to offer workshops on site, or lead
activities off site, on Sunday afternoon after the social coffee hour.
Tickets are free, but registration is required, so reserve your spot today!
Register here before all the seats are filled.
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† Scholarly Speaking
The Lesser of Two Evils

S

o many of the people whom I have talked to recently have expressed the view that
both of our major presidential candidates are unacceptable, it seems appropriate to
say something about the issues involved in making a choice. I have pretty clear memories
of every Presidential race since Roosevelt-Dewey in 1944, and I have read fairly broadly on
earlier electoral contests, and I don’t think there has ever been a race in which both major
party candidates had such high negatives.* (I can recall several contests where the eventual
winner seemed to have higher negatives than the loser, but also had offsetting positives that
the loser lacked.)
Looking at the present election, there is little need to recite the problems with either
candidate – they are too well known already – but we should consider our options as voters.
Although three minor party candidates are on at least some state ballots, this in fact a binary
race binary race between Mrs. Clinton and Mr. Trump.† The voters thus have four choices:
Clinton, Trump, third party, or abstain. Those who truly believe that the first two choices
are equally bad (or perhaps good) for the nation and the world are free to pick one of the
remaining choices (and in this state there is no practical difference between them – neither
will affect the outcome).
The question, for most voters, then becomes one of choosing between two not very
popular candidates. Our title suggests that this may be seen as the choice of a lesser evil,
but it is now time to make some distinctions. Do we define ‘evil’ as something inherently
wrong, and if so, do we see a vote for one candidate or the other as promoting that wrong?
If both parts of the question are answered in the affirmative, then it would be a moral danger
for a Christian to support that candidate, and if that is true for both candidates, then
abstinence (or third party) might be the moral choice. Many moral theologians would hold
that the lesser evil is still evil and must be avoided. My own view is somewhat more
nuanced: I accept that the end is never sufficient to justify a bad means, but also hold that no
means (however good it may be) is ever justified without considering its end. It seems,
therefore, that it is important to consider and balance
the likely good, as well as the likely harm, that
would ensue from the election of either candidate.
This judgment will involve issues of good and evil,
but will also look to questions of our own aspirations
for our nation and the world, and both of these
factors are important to forming a decision.
Some factors that I think should be considered in
this area include how the candidates would each
affect such areas as the free exercise of religion, the
freedoms of speech and of the press, the economy
and the opportunities for the people as a whole to
earn a decent living within it, issues of war and
peace (both domestically and in other parts of the world), and the like.
Finally, much as I should like to impose (by gentle persuasion of course) my own
answers on you, it would not only be legally questionable in an official parish publication,
but it would violate my understanding of our pastoral relationship. My views are not secret;
I am willing to share them on an individual and non-coercive basis, but I am not among you
as a pundit, and do not plan to publish them when you should be making your own
decisions.

Fr. Bill Loring, Scholar in Residence

D

o you have a question you
would like answered by our
Scholar-in-Residence? Send your
ecclesiastical, liturgical, doctrinal,
historical or other inquiries to:
Stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com.
12

* 1972 came close, but Nixon’s negative ratings didn’t
really soar until after the election when Watergate became
a factor, while McGovern was seen more as naïve than as
evil.
† It is conceivably possible (though extremely unlikely)
that a third party candidate could capture enough electoral
votes to throw the election into the House of
Representatives, which could then elect that candidate. I
think we can safely discount that possibility.
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W

e pray that God may “...increase in us the gifts of faith,
hope, and charity…” Cultivating our
habits of prayer, study, being a part of a
worshipping community, and generous giving can
be important steps on the path
of our daily journey to grow
nearer to God.

There is a meeting of Associate Chaplains, Sunday October 23rd, 9:15 am
Crocker Hall. Questions contact Phyllis Baskett 203-739-0344.

In the parable, what occupation was the man who
prayed "God, have mercy on me, a sinner?"
Luke 18:13 NIV

† Transforming Stewardship
“…for whoever exalts himself will be humbled, and the one who humbles himself will be
exalted.”
Luke 18:14

P

ride and ego is the root cause of most of our sins.
Thinking your time is so valuable, your talent is better
than anyone else and your money gives you status is another way
of making those things “gods” before God. Remember all those
gifts were God-given. Stewards are humbled by God’s abundant
generosity and have hearts filled with gratitude.
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† This Sunday’s Readings
The Beauty of Humility
Joel 2:23-32
n our opening reading the prophet pictures a time of great abundance and gladness. All
plague and famine are in the past. The Lord will be present to the people of God, and they
will never again be put to shame. God will pour forth the Spirit on all peoples, creating
prophecies, dreams, and visions. There will be signs in the natural world as well, on earth and in
the sky, for this will be time of great transformation - a day of judgment as well as opportunity
for salvation.
Psalm 65
A psalm of praise and thanksgiving to the savior, the mighty Lord, who creates the earth and
causes it to bring forth abundantly.
2 Timothy 4:6-8, 16-18
In this epistle passage Paul, believing that his death is near, closes his
letter to Timothy and looks forward with great faith to the heavenly
Luke 18:9-14
kingdom. Paul is in prison in Rome, having already been put on trial once
The bumper sticker we all
and barely escaping the lion’s jaws. Although he may only be speaking
figuratively, some form of martyrdom appears close at hand. Even his
should have on our cars
friends have deserted him. Still, he proclaims the gospel and is ready to be
is: "God loves you, so
sacrificed, trusting that the Lord will soon appear. His perseverance
becomes a pillar for the continuing faith
start living this love (and
of the church.
stop being a jerk)." This
Luke 18:9-14
Our gospel lesson is the story of the
is the transformation the
Pharisee who trusts in his righteousness
tax collector experiences
and the sinful tax collector. The parable
illustrates repeated themes of the gospels:
God’s ways frequently reverse human
expectations. It is God’s acceptance and not human merit
which opens the gift of the kingdom.

I

† Pick Up Your Copy Today!
Synthesis CE Study Guides for each weeks readings will
be available at the back of the church.

C

† Sermon Shorts

enter your life in Jesus. Eat the Book. Love
people. Trust the Spirit! To replay all our
sermons, audio and videos follow this link for The
Sunday Sermons. Check out our sermon archives as
well.
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† Choir Practice for Sword Points Readers
(click on the red links below to begin your personal practice)

Opening Hymn
Gospel Response
Offertory
Closing Hymn

Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing
Blest Are the Pure in Heart
How Lovely is Thy Dwelling Place
I Sing the Almighty Power of God

Blest Are the Pure in Heart

B

lest Are the Pure in Heart was written by the Rev. John Keble (1792-1866). It was
initially published in 1819 as a poem (subtitled 'Purification'), with later revisions
by various hymnal editors. Keble was an ordained priest in the Church
of England. Though the parishes he served were humble in size and
state, his many published poems on subjects of religious nature
were well known. Blest Are the Pure in Heart is set to the tune
Franconia, an adaption by the Anglican Minister, William Henry
Havergal (1793-1870) of an earlier melody published by Johann
Balthasar Konig (1691-1758) in the Harmonischer Lieder-Schatz
of 1738.
Keble was one of the initiators of the Oxford (Tractarian)
Movement in England. He was an Anglican priest and
professor of poetry at Oriel College, Oxford. In 1833 he
preached the sermon on "National Apostasy" before the Judges
of Assize in the Church of St. Mary the Virgin, Oxford. This
sermon defended the church, especially in view of the
proposed suppression of ten Irish bishoprics by the civil
government. This sermon by Keble is generally regarded as the
beginning of the Oxford Movement. Keble wrote seven of the "Tracts
for the Times." He also published The Christian Year (1827), a collection of poems for the
Sundays and holy days of the year. This collection was the source of several popular hymn
texts by Keble including stanzas one and three of "Blest are the pure in heart" and "New
every morning." Keble College, Oxford, was founded in his memory in 1870. Keble's life
is commemorated in the Episcopal calendar of the church year on March 29th.

“If a person gets his attitude toward money straight, it will help straighten
out almost every other area in his life.”
- Billy Graham.

J

† Men’s Bible Study

oin us on Monday nights for this amazing Men’s Bible study! It is
based on Bishop N. T. Wright’s book, Mark for Everyone. In this
study, N.T. Wright helps us find our way around Mark and allows us to feel
the urgency and excitement of Mark's Gospel in a way that is new and fresh.
Wright helps us to find it full of interest and delight, with a powerful
message that comes home to the church to today and tomorrow just as much
as it did to the church of yesterday. All the studies are available on our
LiveStream and YouTube channels.

† Start Spreading the Good News!

A
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nd I heard the voice of the Lord saying, “Whom shall I send, and
who will go for us?” Then I said, “Here am I! Send me.”
Isaiah 6:8

I

† Your Prayers Are Requested For…

t is such an intimate time when praying for the health and well being of others and
such a privilege. The people that we lift up to The Lord are part of our hearts for all
time. Please pray for…
.....Joan Kirner and other parishioners convalescing
in extended care facilities.
.....Holy Spirit, West Haven; St. Paul’s, Westbrook;
Emmanuel, Weston.
.....Peace in Israel, Jerusalem, and the Middle East.
.....Revival at St. Paul’s and the greater Danbury area.
.....Diocesan Episcopal Church Women; Diocesan
Altar Guild; local ECW chapters and parish altar
guilds.
.....Brenda Darling, Ginny Beck, Jean Stauffer, Clayton Ferry, Gary Stein, Ed Licence,
Sue Balla, Rose Barrett, Lorraine Estok, Fr. George Hall, Jim Megura, Jay Lawrence,
Alex, Merlene, Roger Kovacs & Lee Rybos, continued healing.
.....the people of Federated States of Micronesia; the people of the Independent State of
Samoa; the Iglesia Episcopal de Cuba; The Rt Revd Griselda Delgado Del Carpio;
Suffragan Bishop of Cuba - The Rt Revd Ulises Prendes; and our sister and brother
members of the Church on the Rock- International.
.....Christians in the Middle East facing persecution at the hands of ISIS forces. Pray also
for radical Muslims throughout the world to come to know Jesus Christ.
.....Michael for protection from mortar attacks in Somalia with the UN peacekeeping
service; and Jim serving at Bagram Air Force Base in Afghanistan.
…..New Milford Loaves & Fishes Hospitality House, which is the recipient of our food
basket collections during the month of October.
.....New Hope Baptist Church, Danbury, a congregational partner of the Jericho Partnership.
.....the safe return of Denise’s dog.
.....Michelle, Joyce & John Sarver’s daughter, healing of cancer.
.....Mary, Mike DeAnzeris’ mother, healing of her broken hip.
.....Beth Miller’s mother, recovering from open heart surgery.
.....Asta Smith, who is 104 and about to undergo heart surgery.
Sandy Chaleski, for healing of her back, and better pain control.
.....Drew Ross, healing of major surgery for throat cancer.
.....An Election.
.....Joe, who is undergoing treatment for Lymphoma.

† This & That & Links

(Click on pictures or red links for more info)

Links We Like
Things That Make You Think
Back Issues of Sword Points

Mr. Deeds
While at dinner with some of New
York’s most influential businessmen,
Deeds is made fun of due to his simplistic
sensibilities.
1. If we transferred the Pharisee into the
twenty first century, who would he be?
2. If we transferred the tax collector into
the twenty first century, who would he be?
3. When have we unconsciously uttered the
prayer "Thank God, I am not like the
Pharisee"?
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St. Paul’s Mission Committee

Annual Request for Budget Line Items for Year 2017
“If a brother or sister is without clothing and in need of daily food, and if one of you
says to them, go in peace, be warmed and be filled, and yet do not give them what is
necessary for their body, what use is that? Even so faith, if it has no works, is dead, being
by itself.” James 2:15-17

S

aint Paul’s Mission Committee serves the entire parish as a focal point for our
mission work. We prepare an annual budget for vestry approval. Items in this
budget come from you, our parishioners! This is your opportunity to enhance your personal
or family missions with the prayer, physical and financial support of the entire parish!
As a sponsor of your Christian based organization, you are
asked to complete the form at the end of this article.
Additionally, you are expected to submit a “Sword
Points” article. This is your opportunity to “put a
face” on what we as a parish are supporting.
We invite your active participation in this
budgeting process as well as your involvement
with St. Paul’s Mission Committee. We meet first
Thursday, monthly 7:30 in the Guild Room.
If you have any questions regarding this process,
please contact a member of the mission committee:
Barbara DeAnzeris, Lois Hunt, Joyce Sarver, Bill
Schrull, Ron Switzer, Ron Switzer, Bonnie Wanzer &
Don Winkley.
Mission Organization:_____________________
Persons requesting prayer, physical or financial support ____________________________
Our task is to sponsor those missions that are:
 Christ Centered
 Meet the basic needs of our neighbors
 Have a strong base of existing personal support by more than one St. Paul’s Parish
members.
Briefly describe the purpose or scope of the mission or organization:
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
Is it Christian based, to spread the Good News of Jesus Christ?
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
To what extent do you recommend St Paul’s should offer support?
Prayer Needs: ____________________
Financial Support: $_______________
Physical Assistance: ______________
Any other pertinent information for committee consideration.
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
Kindly return this form to the Mission Committee by November 2, 2016.
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Just For Fun !

(And Christian Fellowship)

Random Fact of
the Week!

D

id you know ...... that
one of the first items
posted through the New
York pneumatic tube mail
in 1897 was a live cat?

† It Takes An Editorial Board
Contributors to this Weeks
Sword Points:

M

ary Allen, Chris Barrett, Ray
Ferro, Steve Hemming, Diane
Loring, Bill Loring, Dori McManus, Beth
Miller, Nicole
O’Connors,
Patrick
O’Connors, Mary
Perry, Ken Perry,
Kirsten Peterson,
Reyna Sampson,
John Sarver, Joe
Shepley, Tara
Shepley, David
Szen, Pam Szen,
John Tuthill, Don
Winkley and Gail
Winkley.
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