
   

  www.SaintPaulsBrookfield.com (203) 775-9587  

  

 

October 20, 2016 

Sword PointsSword PointsSword Points    Transforming Transforming 

Lives Through Lives Through 

Jesus ChristJesus Christ  

À  The Bigger Picture 
 

 

ñWe preach Jesus Christ...a stumbling block." (1 Corinthians 1:23) 

 

 

Dear Friends, 

W e preach Christ at St. Paul's, a subject controversial enough, for Christ divides as the necessary path to unifying His own.  The temptation to 

become political is ever before us in our Christian communication, yet we do well 

to consider the larger theater of God's call upon us. 

As a recent secular commentator pointed out, referring critically to the 

politicization of modern discourse, "They see nothing but politics, but politics is 

tiny.  Politics applies only to society.  There is a huge metaphysical realm out there 

that involves the eternal principles of life and death." 

We have a weighty task before us of reaching this post-modern age of rampant 

unbelief.  As important as politics may be, let us not get sidelined and distracted 

with things that are passing away.  For we 

have been entrusted with an eternal message 

of hope, power and transformation, and one 

that is sure to bring life out of 

death by God's voice alone.  As 

Gospel people, we are to be all 

about the bigger picture of our 

Savior's loving promises. 

Keep the faith. 

Share the faith. 

Live the faith. 

 

In Christ Alone, 

 

 

http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com
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À  Bible Backronyms And Fights With My Inner Pharisee 
by John Tuthhill 

 

W hat is a "backronym"?  It is a combination of the words "backward" and "acronym." 
Backronyms can be made by choosing new words to fit the letters that are already 

commonly put together, rather than choosing the words first and then fitting them into a 
shorter version made up from the first letter of each word.  An example might make this 
clearer; the letters in the acronym "NIV" are usually understood to mean the "New 
International Version" of the Bible.  But let's imagine someone who is less than a fan of the 
"NIV" - he or she might drop-kick the name into a backronym and call it the "Nearly 
Infallible Version" or maybe it becomes for them the "Never Intentionally Verified" version 
instead. 
But wait, there's more - in fact, most translations of the Bible have been "backronym-ed" 

at one time or another by people who favor their own (perhaps?) "superior" versions.  The 
New Revised Standard Version (NRSV)? Detractors have been known to call the NRSV the 
"Not Really Suitable Version".  The NASB? Critics re-make it into the "New Apostate 

Standard 
Bible" and/or 
the "New 
American 
Slandered 
Version."  
Those who 
distrust the 
English 
Standard 
Version are 
not above 
calling it the 
"Error 
Saturated 
Version" 
either. 

Any of these examples (and there are many - at least eighty or more) could excite a mild 
little Episcopalian chuckle if used at your local Bible study group.  But there may be just a 
hint of a little inner Pharisee talking down in these backronym-ese ways about the Bible 
versions favored by others.  The Gospel reading this Sunday cautions everyone to put all 
reliance entirely on God for the forgiveness of sins and for the gift of salvation (Luke 18:9-
14). 
As vital as it is to have a trusted Bible version that accurately conveys God's revealed 

Word in comprehensible language, people trying to get to know God may benefit from 
reliance on more than only one translation for comparison, and, by being aware of our inner 
Pharisee.  He may try to convince us to put reliance on our own personal selection of 
anything at all as playing a part in our salvation.  The gift of God and to the glory of God we 
are saved by the "Way" which is Christ our Lord. 

Thanks be to God! 

 

 

COFFEE HOUR HOSTS 
 

Oct 23rd 8 am - Mary Perry 10:30 am - Connie Williams 
Oct 30th 8 am - Mary Allen 10:30 am - Nicole OôConnors 
Nov   6th 8 am - Lori OôHara 10:30 am - Sandy Chadwick 

 
Hebrews 13:2 - Do not neglect to show 

hospitality to strangers, for thereby some 
have entertained angels unawares. 

http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Hebrews+13%3A2&version=ESV
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À  Happy Birthday to You! 
 

C arol Ferro, Julia Yurcisin, Steven Donnelly & Tina Schappach celebrate 

today!  Sunday is the big day for Jessica Cordova.  Don Winkley & Savannah 

Liss will be blowing out candles on Monday.  Gwyneth 

Davidson will be opening presents on Tuesday.  Bake a cake 

for David Szen on Wednesday.  Have a blessed day everyone! 

À  This Week at St. Paulôs 
 

Thu, Oct 20 - 5:45 pm - Boot Camp, Crocker Hall 

  7:00 pm - Healing Team, Guild Room 

  7:30 pm - Music Night, Sanctuary 

Sat, Oct 22 - 7:30 am - Menôs Prayer Breakfast, Crocker Hall 

  7:30 am - John 21:12 Group, Bridgewater Village Store 

 - 10:00 am - PraiseMoves, Crocker Hall 

Sun, Oct 23 -  Twenty-Third Sunday after Pentecost 

  8:00 am - Traditional Holy Communion  (LiveStream) 

  9:15 am - Associate Chaplains Meeting, Crocker Hall 

  9:30 am - Rectorôs Forum, Guild Room 

  10:30 am - Sunday School 

  10:30 am - Contemporary Holy Communion 

  4:00 pm  - Trunk or Treat, Parking Lot 

Mon, Oct 24 -             St. James, Brother of Jesus 

  - 6:30 pm - Altar Guild Annual Meeting, Guild Room 

  7:00 pm - Menôs Bible Study, Crocker Hall  (LiveStream) 

Tues, Oct 25 - 9:15 am - Ladies Bible Study, Guild Room 

  5:45 pm - Boot Camp, Crocker Hall / Parking Lot 

  7:15 pm - Boy Scouts Troop 5, Crocker Hall 

Wed, Oct 26 - 10:00 am - Holy Communion & Healing 

Thu, Oct 27 - 5:45 pm - Boot Camp, Crocker Hall / Parking Lot 

  7:30 pm - Music Night, Sanctuary 

Sat, Oct 29 - 7:30 am - Menôs Prayer Breakfast, Crocker Hall 

  7:30 am - John 21:12 Group, Bridgewater Village Store 

 - 10:00 am - PraiseMoves, Crocker Hall 

 - 11:00 am - St. Paulôs Quilters, Crocker Hall 

Sun, Oct 30 -  Twenty-Fourth Sunday after Pentecost 

  8:00 am - Traditional Holy Communion  (LiveStream) 

  9:30 am - Rectorôs Forum, Guild Room 

  10:30 am - Sunday School 

  10:30 am - Contemporary Holy Communion 

Click Below to 

Click Below to 

À  In the Beginning Was the Word 
 

E ach Sunday at 9:30, the Rector's Forum 
continues with the Gospel of John.  The last 

of the four Gospels to be written, it emphasizes 
Jesus' full divinity within a deeply theological 
framework while being accessible to all. 

Please join us in the Guild Room for this 
exciting Bible study, and expect to be 
transformed by the Living Word. 

The 

Rectorõs 

Forum 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+21:12&version=NRSVA
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+21:12&version=NRSVA
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/livestream.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/livestream.html


4  

 

À  This Date on the Church Calendar 
 

Tuesday, October 18th 
 

St. James of Jerusalem, Brother of our Lord Jesus Christ 
 

J ames of Jerusalem is referred to in the New Testament as the brother of Our Lord Jesus Christ. 
He was for many years the leader of the Christian 

congregation in Jerusalem, and is generally supposed to be the 
author of the Epistle of James, although the Epistle itself does 
not state this explicitly. 
James is mentioned briefly in connection with Jesus' visit 

to Nazareth (M 13:55; P 6:3). 
We are told that Jesus' brothers did not believe in Him (J 

7:2-5), and from this, and from references in early Christian 
writers, it is inferred that James was not a disciple of the Lord 
until after the Resurrection. 
Paul, listing appearances of the Risen Lord (1 Cor 15:3-8), 

includes an appearance to James. 
Peter, about to leave Jerusalem after escaping from Herod, 

leaves a message for James and the Apostles (A 12:17). 
When a council meets at Jerusalem to consider what rules 

Gentile Christians should be required to keep, James 
formulates the final consensus (A 15:13-21). 
Paul speaks of going to Jerusalem three years after his conversion and conferring there 

with Peter and James (G 1:18-19), and speaks again of a later visit (perhaps the one 
described in A 15) on which Peter, James, and John, "the pillars," placed their stamp of 
approval on the mission to the Gentiles (G 2:9). 
A few verses later (G 2:11-14), he says that messengers from James coming to Antioch 

discouraged Jewish Christians there from eating with Gentile Christians. (If this is refers to 
the same event as A 15:1-2, then Paul takes a step back chronologically in his narration at G 
2:11, which is not improbable, since he is dictating and mentioning arguments and events 
that count as evidence for his side as they occur to him.) 
On his last recorded visit to Jerusalem, Paul visits James (others are present, but no other 

names are given) and speaks of his ministry to the Gentiles (A 21:18). 
Outside the New Testament, James is mentioned by the Jewish historian Josephus, who 

calls him "the brother of Jesus the so-called Christ," and reports that he was much respected 
even by the Pharisees for his piety and strict observance of the Law, but that his enemies 
took advantage of an interval between Roman governors in 62 AD to have him put to death.  
His death is also reported by the second-century Christian writer Hegesippus. 
Numerous references in early Christian documents show the esteem in which he was 

held in the early Church. 
There appear to be at least three persons named James mentioned in the New Testament, 

and possibly as many as eight. written by James Kiefer 

À  Altar Guild To Hold Annual Meeting 
 

M embers of Saint Paul's Altar Guild will gather together in the Guild Room on Monday, October 24 at 6:30 pm for a 
Potluck Supper and their Annual Meeting.  Each member attending is 
asked to please bring their favorite casserole, salad or dessert.  New 
members will be welcomed, new or changed procedures will be 
reviewed, Sacristans' responsibilities for 2017 will be assigned, and 
there will be a time for questions and answers.  Please join us for an 
evening of sharing and Christian fellowship.  New members are 
always welcome and are encouraged to join us for an introduction to 
the work of Saint Paul's Altar Guild.  Please R.S.V.P. to Gail Winkley 
at 203-775-3343 or gailwinkley@yahoo.com by Friday, October 21. 

mailto:gailwinkley@yahoo.com

