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"Let the fields be jubilant, and everything in them; let
all the trees of the forest sing for joy.” (Psalm 96:12)
Dear Friends,

T

he beauty of the landscape surrounding us, particularly
during this time of the year, grabs our attention and
leaves us with a sense of wonder.
God created the world out of delight, calling it good. God
created us as an extension of such delight, and has redeemed
us in Christ to continue the sharing of divine goodness now,
and always.
As we behold God's handiwork today, both around us, and in
us, may we give thanks that we are called to share the glory
of God as a people, along with the created order, fully alive.
Faithfully,

St. Paul’s Church
174 Whisconier Road
Brookfield, Connecticut 06804
(203) 775-9587

www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com
The Rev. Joseph Shepley, Rector
Beth Miller, Parish Office Coordinator
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The E
Rector’s
Forum

† In the Beginning Was the Word

ach Sunday at 9:30, the Rector's Forum
continues with the Gospel of John. The last
of the four Gospels to be written, it emphasizes
Jesus' full divinity within a deeply theological
framework while being accessible to all.
Please join us in the Guild Room for this
exciting Bible study, and expect to be
transformed by the Living Word.

† Happy Birthday to You!

B

ill Mayers celebrates today! Friday is the big day for Keith Balla. Norma
Jeanne Sporck will be opening presents on Saturday. Throw a party for George
Franklin, Jacqueline Burr, Jayne Arcamone & Lynne Donnelly on Monday. Ruth
O’Hara will be blowing out candles on Tuesday. Kaitlin Conte will be another year
older and wiser on Wednesday. Have a blessed day everyone!

† This Week at St. Paul’s
Thu, Oct 27

-

Fri, Oct 28
Sat, Oct 29

-

Sun, Oct 30

-

Mon, Oct 31 Tue, Nov 1 -

Wed, Nov 2 Thu, Nov 3 -

Sat, Nov 5

-

Sun, Nov 6

-

5:45 pm
7:00 pm
7:30 pm

-

7:30 am
7:30 am
10:00 am
11:00 am

-

Boot Camp, Crocker Hall / Parking Lot
Healing Team Meeting, Guild Room
Music Night, Sanctuary
St. Simon & St. Jude, Apostles
Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Crocker Hall
John 21:12 Group, Bridgewater Village Store
PraiseMoves, Crocker Hall
St. Paul’s Quilters, Crocker Hall

Twenty-Fourth Sunday after Pentecost
8:00 am
9:30 am
10:30 am
10:30 am
7:00 pm

-

Traditional Holy Communion (LiveStream)
Rector’s Forum, Guild Room
Sunday School
Contemporary Holy Communion
Men’s Bible Study, Crocker Hall (LiveStream)

9:15 am
5:45 pm
7:00 pm
7:15 pm
10:00 am
5:45 pm
7:30 pm
7:30 pm
7:30 pm
7:30 am
7:30 am
10:00 am

-

Ladies Bible Study, Guild Room
Boot Camp, Crocker Hall / Parking Lot
Women’s Evening Ministry, Guild Room
Boy Scouts Troop 5, Crocker Hall
Holy Communion & Healing
Boot Camp, Crocker Hall
Mission Committee, Guild Room
Property Committee, Class Room
Music Night, Sanctuary
Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Crocker Hall
John 21:12 Group, Bridgewater Village Store
PraiseMoves, Crocker Hall

8:00 am
9:30 am
10:30 am
10:30 am

-

Traditional Holy Communion (LiveStream)
Rector’s Forum, Guild Room
Sunday School
Contemporary Holy Communion

Click Below to

All Saints’ Day

All Saint’s Sunday

Click Below to
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† Be Prepared

by John Tuthhill

"Therefore, among God's churches we boast about your perseverance and faith in all
your persecutions and trials you are enduring."
2 Thessalonians 1:4 (NIV). Epistle reading this Sunday.

M

y faith is small and untested. I hardly realized just how small and untested until
meeting part of a Palestinian Christian family recently - they were from
Bethlehem and had been Christians making their home there for many generations. And
hearing from them first-hand about the hardships they endure in their every-day
lives due to their unhidden faith in Christ.
The chance meeting and conversation prompted me to consider a stark
contrast between the smallest and so far only occasionally hyped-up
inconveniences that being a Christian in American generally brings about
compared to the real and often life-threatening persecutions faced by Christ's
followers both in biblical times and elsewhere even
today. Last Christmas season, for example, there was some
fuss in our media here about a certain coffee company that no
longer would feature "Merry Christmas" written on their cups, and,
for the first time the U.S. Postal Service discontinued stamps with any
reference naming Christ or Christmas on them. From much of the
coverage at the time, these were made to seem horrifically tyrannical.
But what if any greater degree of persecution were ever to come to
the churches and to Christians in our country? What would be the
way to be best prepared?
Jesus said that when a time of His return comes near, “They will lay their hands on you
and persecute you” (Luke 21:12). We do not seem to have any scriptural reason for
believing every generation will continually escape being persecuted for Christ’s sake if we
are Christians. How can we prepare?
The Apostle Paul advises, “Therefore take up the whole armor of God, that you may be
able to withstand in the evil day, and having done all, to stand” (Ephesians 6:13). This
would include fortifying ourselves regularly reading and studying the Word of God. The
Bible says, “Stand therefore, having girded your
waist with truth” (Ephesians 6:14). The truth is the
Word of God. Another way we can also be fortified
is with prayer. Ephesians 6:18 says we should be
"praying always with all prayer and supplication in
the Spirit." We can also practice a continual
awareness of Christ's presence to prepare ourselves
for anything. The theologian Charles Spurgeon
wrote; "There have never been 15 minutes in my life
when I did not sense the presence of Christ." King
David wrote similarly in the Psalms, "May the
words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart
be acceptable in Your sight, O Lord, my strength
and my Redeemer" (Psalm 19:14).
Thanks be to God!

COFFEE HOUR HOSTS
Oct 30th
Nov 6th
Nov 13th

8 am - Mary Allen
8 am - Lori O’Hara
8 am - Lois Hunt

10:30 am - Nicole O’Connors
10:30 am - Sandy Chadwick
10:30 am - Amy Boyce

Hebrews 13:2 - Do not neglect to show
hospitality to strangers, for thereby some
have entertained angels unawares.
4

† Rev. Parker of Order of St. Luke Here on Sunday

T

he Rev. Don Parker is the New England Director of the Order of St. Luke and also
serves as the priest associate at St. Thomas’ Episcopal Church in Greenville, R.I.
At St. Thomas’, Fr. Don is involved in
prayer ministries, healing ministries, and adult
formation. He supervises St. Thomas’ School
of Discipleship. He is the co-convener and the
co-chaplain of the Northern Rhode Island
Chapter of the Order of St. Luke.
Fr. Don preaches, teaches, and ministers
through that filter, he loves to teach people
how to “do the stuff that Jesus does.” He is a
graduate of Berkeley at Yale, and had ties in
the past with St. Paul’s because of his
friendship with Fr. George Crocker.
He has been married to his wife Carol for
almost fifty-two years. They have two sons, a
daughter-in law, and three grandchildren
whom they love to “spoil.”
In his “spare time – Ha!” Fr. Don plays the
accordion and melodica, enjoys model
railroading, and collects art on postage stamps.

† Ladies Evening Bible Study
New Study to Begin November 1st

Please join us beginning Tuesday, November 1, 2016, as we begin a new bible study:
Twelve Women of the Bible: Life changing stories for women
today based on Teaching from Lysa Terkeurst and Elisa
Morgan, Jeanne Stevens, Amena Brown, Naomi Zacharias &
Jonalyn Fincher.
We will learn about the triumph and failures of Mary
Magdalene, Rebekah, Hannah and nine of women, learning how
to
Apply biblical lessons to your own modern-day struggles;
Live through failures as well as successes;
Draw near to God in a world filled with trials;
Find lasting contentment;
Overcome rejection and insecurity
And much more.
Through twelve sessions, each focused on one biblical
woman, this fresh look at the women in the Bible helps
women discover new insights and provides a powerful
witness to God’s gracious love that will leave you feeling
challenged, encouraged, and deeply valued.
To order you book, you may go to the following link.
If you need a book ordered, please contact Dori McManus at (203) 788-1977 or
dorimcmanus@snet.net
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† This Day on the Church Calendar
Sunday, November 1st

All Saints’ Day

I

t is believed by many scholars that the commemoration of all the saints on November
first originated in Ireland, spread from there to England, and then to the continent of
Europe. That it had reached Rome and had been adopted there early in the ninth century is
attested by a letter of Pope Gregory IV, who reigned from 828 to 844, to Emperor Louis
“the Pious,” urging that such a festival be observed throughout the Holy Roman Empire.
However, the desire of Christian people to express the intercommunion of the living and
the dead in the Body of Christ by a commemoration of those who, having professed faith in
the living Christ in days past, had entered into the nearer presence of their Lord, and
especially of those who had crowned their profession with heroic deaths, was far older than
the early Middle Ages. Gregory Thaumaturgus (the “Wonder Worker”), writing before the
year 270, refers to the observance of a festival of all martyrs, though he does not date it. A
hundred years later, Ephrem the Deacon mentions such an observance in Edessa on May 13;
and the patriarch John Chrysostom, who died in 407, says that a festival of All Saints was
observed on the first Sunday after Pentecost in Constantinople at the time of his episcopate.
The contemporary lectionary of the East
Syrians set a commemoration of all the saints
on Friday in Easter week. On May 13, in the
year 610, the Pantheon in Rome - originally a
pagan temple dedicated to “all the gods” - was
dedicated as the Church of St. Mary and All
Martyrs.
All Saints’ Day is classed, in the Prayer
Book of 1979, as a Principal Feast, taking
precedence of any other day or observance.
Among the seven so classified, All Saints’
Day alone may be observed on the following
Sunday, in addition to its observance on its
fixed date. It is one of the four days
recommended in the Prayer Book (page 312)
for the administration of Holy Baptism.

† Thanksgiving Baskets

F

or the November food baskets, please bring items you
would enjoy at Thanksgiving. We will make up baskets
for the same families who will be receiving the gifts from our
Christmas Giving Tree. We will need two family-sized
turkeys to be donated. While you shop, if you could
please choose any items from the following list:
Gravy/Stuffing, Pumpkin Pie Mix, Bread or
Dinner Rolls, Cranberry Sauce, Fruit Pie Fillings,
Fresh or Canned Vegetables, Pie Crust, Potatoes,
Sweet Potatoes, Onions, Celery, Carrots, Fresh or
Canned Fruit, Cake Mix, Soup, Juice or Cider, Paper
Products/Decorations, Brownie Mix, Nuts.
All food donations are due by Sunday,
November 20th. Once the food donations have
come in, we will need volunteers to
divide the food into the baskets for
the families. Please speak with
Barbara DeAnzeris, 203-775-3722.
8

† Socks & Toiletries for the Homeless

A

s the temperature drops and the seasons change
remember homeless people are on their feet all day, and
the only pair of socks they own are very likely to be threadbare.
Once again, this year we are collecting socks and toiletries for the
men’s homeless shelter throughout the winter months. Place
donations in the bins in the back of the church or Crocker Hall.

T

he Healing Ministries of St. Paul’s are continuing to grow and go Beyond the Red
Door of our beautiful church building.
We are supplementing our faithful St. Paul’s Prayer Team, Prayer Chain members, Pray
it Up participants, and our Beyond the Red Door Ministry by recently joining the Order of
St. Luke, a network of Christian Healing fellowship linking Christian Healing members all
over the world and sharing talents and experiences as well as providing support and strength
to one another.
OSL works in an ecumenical, interdenominational spirit and their vision is to see transformed people make whole their families, churches, cities and nations.
Why is having a St. Paul’s Order of St. Luke Chapter beneficial?
Being a Healing Oasis and a center of Healing is one of the three missions of St. Paul’s
and supports our primary goal of Transforming Lives Through Jesus.
Its purpose is to work within the Church – the whole Body of Christ– to strengthen its
members and offer them a context to share and strengthen each other.
St. Paul’s desires to strengthen our communities by
 expanding our ministries among the entire body of Christ,
 expanding our healing services,
 planning and organizing healing missions and workshops,
 participating in the OSL Regional Conference
 Offers continual study for our healing ministries.
Offers opportunities to apply what has been learned and support our local and global
communities with sharing, listening and praying together.
We have started a Crisis Response and Mobile Prayer Chapter that will be available to
respond to situations where God calls us to pray for others – no matter where the location.
On Sunday, the Reverend Don Parker from Rhode Island will be here to induct our
Chaplain and our initial team:
Reverend Joseph Shepley - Chaplain
Tara Shepley - Secretary
Kenneth Perry - Treasurer
Mary Perry - Convener
We ask for your prayers as we listen intently for direction and wisdom. Should you
have any questions, please see Fr. Joe or Mary Perry.
9

† Pray It Up
Notice the Red and White prayer request cards in the pew?
Each Sunday, fill out your request, put it in the red bowl on
the table on the way to communion. Then take a card from
the bowl either right then or after service. Pray for that
request for one week. How comforting to know that your
request is being prayed for and that you are praying for
someone else’s! You might just be praying for the person
sitting next to you! Or, if you’d prefer - please send your
request to St. Paul’s at prayingnow2@gmail.com!

Name Tags - Please
be courteous to your
fellow parishioners,
to newcomers,
visiting clergy and guests by
extending a warm welcome to them
and by wearing your name tag. And
remember to wear them to coffee
hour as well. It’s the neighborly thing
to do!

Did you miss last week’s Children’s sermon? Click here to watch it.
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A

s part of our outreach, St. Paul’s donates gift cards and nonperishable items to six area food pantries. The non-perishable
items are provided by our generous congregation and are truly appreciated.
Donations for the food pantry can be left in the basket at the back of the
church. Delivery is made to one food pantry each month. Thank you.

† Bible Study?

S

everal people seem to have been left scratching their heads when Father Joe
mentioned four Bible Studies ongoing at Saint Paul’s. There is the Sunday morning
Rector’s Forum, the Monday evening Men’s Study, the Tuesday morning Ladies Study and
…..
The fourth study is rumored to be Sir Arthur’s favorite as
he is often able to fit it into his busy schedule. If you have
some free time on a Wednesday morning, consider coming to
the ten o’clock communion service. This short service offers
an oasis in the busy week, with readings, prayer, sermon and
an opportunity for healing prayer at the altar rail. If you can
take a little more time, grab some coffee in the Parish Hall
and go to the Guild Room for a deeper look at the Bible
readings, led by Father Joe. This Bible study is informal and
ends promptly at 11:30. Hope to see you there!

Celebration of the Spirit
Sunday, November 20th - 10:30 am
The Episcopal Church in Connecticut is doing something wonderful and different
on the Sunday of Convention this year - a massive worship service in the
Convention Center, open to all, with the Presiding
Bishop, the Most Rev. Michael Curry, preaching.
Come worship with your sisters and brothers across
Connecticut at the Connecticut Convention Center, and
hear the Good News as proclaimed the Most Rev. Michael
Curry, Presiding Bishop of the Episcopal Church. Our
venue this year allows us the unique opportunity to hold
a worship service where all are welcome to attend and
take part in our sacramental life.
Following worship, there will be a social coffee hour and
then an opportunity to help you expand your faith and
follow Jesus into the neighborhood. We are inviting
Ministry Networks to offer workshops on site, or lead
activities off site, on Sunday afternoon after the social coffee hour.
Tickets are free, but registration is required, so reserve your spot today!
Register here before all the seats are filled.
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† Scholarly Speaking
A Good Read

E

very once in a while, I like to use this space to share an interesting (though not
necessarily scholarly) book, article, or the like with you. My choice today is
David Plotz, Good Book: The Bizarre, Hilarious,
Disturbing. Marvelous. And Inspiring Things I
Learned When I Read Every Single Word of the
Bible, New York, Harper Collins, 2009. Available
on Amazon.
In his introduction, David Plotz describes himself as
“a proud Jew, but never a very observant one.” On a
rare visit to the synagogue (for a cousin’s bat mitzvah)
he picked up a pew Bible, and opening it at random read
Genesis 34. Although he had attended Hebrew School,
and an Episcopal High School, he found the story not
only shocking, but also totally unfamiliar. In time, he
decided to read the whole Bible (he does not say so, but
it soon becomes clear that his project deals specifically
with the Hebrew Bible – Christian readers will note that
the order of the Biblical books is different) and write
down his reactions to it. His goal was “to find out what
happens when an ignorant person actually reads the
book on which his religion is based.”*
One of the things that happens, near the end of his
reading of Genesis, is realizing that he started “as a donothing Jew who believed in God,” but finds himself “turning into the opposite, practicing
[his] Judaism but doubting in God.” † Looking at the reactions he records as he goes along,
it is not hard to see how both these things would happen. God often appears in Genesis (and
in other books) as a somewhat arbitrary and even petty character, but at the same time we
find a 3000-year-old tradition behind many aspects of Jewish practice. At the end of the
project his experience of Jewish practice has become deeper, but he has also become
“brokenhearted about God.”‡ However, he continues that his experience of God
goes beyond disappointment. He describes the project as “a
yearlong argument with [his] Boss,” and concludes that it
has committed him “to engaging with God.” He notes that
Christians can solve their problems with the Old Testament
God by going ahead to the redemptive work of Christ. He
finds this course closed to him, but comes to see that the
engagement itself is a form of belief.§
Throughout the book his comments are often funny,
sometimes hilarious, but they do seriously engage with the
text. A short selection of his chapter headings will give a fair
sample. “The Book of Genesis: God’s First Try,” or “The
Book of Exodus: Let My Complaining, Whining, No-Goodnik
People Go!” or “The Book of Esther: The First Miss Universe
Pageant.” Or “the Song of Songs: Hot and Holy.” •
This Book will bring both humor and a deeper engagement to any systematic reading of
the (Hebrew) Bible on both a theological and a literary level. I commend it on both these
levels.

D

o you have a question you
would like answered by our
Scholar-in-Residence? Send your
ecclesiastical, liturgical, doctrinal,
historical or other inquiries to:
Stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com.
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Fr. Bill Loring, Scholar in Residence

*
†
‡
§
•

Plotz, Good Book, pp. 1-5
Ibid. p. 33.
Ibid. p. 301.
Ibid. p. 303.
Ibid. Table of Contents

† God Likes the Color Red

A

ccording to Ecclesiastes “There is nothing new under the sun.” Let us find out
about colors, scriptures, and what they mean to the elderly. They also looked up in
the sky and saw the rainbow. Now the first color of the rainbow is red. What does red
mean to the elderly? It could mean red roses for an anniversary.
A red heart on a Valentines card. A blush on the cheek when
women are complimented on their white hair. For elderly men
who are complemented when they wear a red tie with a black
suit for church. Those are some of the things that the elderly
associate with the color red. But how does God see the color
red? He did make the color. I wonder if there are any verses in
scripture that God spoke about the color.
In Song of Solomon chapter 2 verse 1 “I am the Rose of
Sharon and the lily of the valleys.”
Chapter 4 verse 3 “Thy lips are like a thread of scarlet, and
thy speech is comely: thy temples are like a piece of a
pomegranate within thy locks.”
In Revelations Chapter 4 verse 3 “And the one who sat there had the appearance of
jasper and ruby. A rainbow that shone like an emerald encircled the thrown.”
Revelations Chapter 21 verse 19, 20 “The foundations of the city walls were decorated
with every kind of precious stone. The first foundation was jasper, the second sapphire, the
third agate, the fourth emeralds, the fifth onyx, the sixth ruby, the seventh chrysotile, the
eighth beryl, the ninth topaz, the tenth turquoise, the eleventh jacinth, and the twelfth
amethyst.
So you see God does like the color red. God Bless You.
Susan Balla
Aging and Life Committee
Ministry on Aging, Episcopal Church in CT.

† Lessons and Carols: Save the Date!

O

ur annual Festival of Lessons and Carols will be held on Sunday, December 11 at
5:00 pm. Please mark your calendars and plan to attend this beautiful service
which consists of Scripture readings about the birth of Jesus interspersed with the
singing of traditional carols led by our choir. What a truly
wonderful way to prepare your heart, mind, and voice
for Christmas!
Or better yet, if you like to sing, you are
welcome to join our special choir for this
service. Rehearsals are on the following three
Mondays from 7-9 pm: Nov 21 & 28, Dec 5 and
Thursday, Dec 8. The only prerequisites are as follows: 1) you like to
sing Christmas music, and 2) you like to be around people who like
to sing Christmas music. No previous participation in the music
ministry required! Please contact Kirsten Peterson to join:
kirpeterson@comcast.net

In what city did Jesus meet up with Zacchaeus?
a) Bethany
b) Jericho
c) Capernaum
Luke 19:1-2 NIV
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† Art in the Christian Tradition
Jesus and Zacchasus
Soichi Watanabe

“Z

acchaeus was a rich man in Jericho, but isolated and hated as a tool of the Roman
Empire because he was a chief tax collector. A little man, he had to climb a
sycamore tree to see Jesus as he entered Jericho. Jesus looked up, saw him and said with a
smile: "Zachaeus I must stay at your house today." Zacchaeus was very happy because not
only had Jesus spoken directly to him in front of the crowd who so disliked him, but Jesus
was coming to his house for a meal. Jesus was also really happy because this man had an
immediate conversion, one that would have been financially painful - not many of us would
give half of our possessions to the poor as Zacchaeus did. I wanted to show his joy in the
form of a flower and the colour yellow. When I had been painting I found an echo of the
joy between Jesus and Zacchaeus.”
oichi Watanabe was born in Ishinomaki City, north-east Japan, in 1949 and lives in
Koshigaya City, Saitama. Watanabe graduated in 1982 from the Ochanomizu Art
School and he teaches at a private art school that he started in 1982.
“What is the ideal form of art for Christian art in Japan in the present age? This is the
question I have been struggling with in my
paintings. My tendency towards abstraction
originated during my visit of the exhibition of
Ben Nicholson in 1982 in Tokyo. The beauty of
the simple form in his works was so impressive
to me that I felt convinced I should incorporate
his style into my work in my own way.
“My interest was also aroused by the works
of Picasso, Matisse, Klee, the German
Expressionists and the sculptors Henry Moore
and Constantin Brancusi. Also ancient Greek art
(e.g. Cycladic sculptures) and the Chinese and
Japanese traditions of Suibokuga employing
Indian ink have had an influence on my work,
as well as the simple and unsophisticated works
in the Japan Folk Crafts Museum, Korean art of
the pre-modern Yi Dynasty, and Romanesque
art.”
“Books about art have enlightened me as
well. The book entitled Pursuit of the European
Mind: Innovative 12th Century, which was
edited by Prof. Yozo Horigome of Tokyo
University, guided me further to read Theory of
Christian Art written by Prof. Munemoto
Yanagi, one of the great art historians.
“I realize in retrospect that the content of my
works is my own humble response to God’s
work in my life. I was led to the Christian faith
by Prof. Mitsuo Miyata, scholar of political
history of Tohoku University, at the Student
Bible Study Class in his home in 1971-73. It
was in 1980 at a Bible Study OB retreat meeting when Prof. Miyata referred to Albrecht
Dürer, the great German artist, whose artworks and way of life made clear to me that it is
possible to be an artist as well as a Christian. From his book Spirits of the Reformation I
came to see that Rembrandt’s art was a confession of faith and J.S. Bach’s music an offering
to God.
“Since the 1980s I have tried to clearly express the essence of my faith and the biblical
stories in my work, first in a realistic style, followed by paper cut printing, and presently in
a semi-abstract style. My paintings are simple and symbolic; faces for example have no
eyes, nose and mouth.”

S
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J

esus says “For the Son of man came to seek out and
to save the lost.” We are reminded that all of us
could at one time or another be counted among the lost.
And we cannot be “found” by our own merit. God looks
for us always. As some of the parables tell us, he will
search far and long to bring us into a renewed relationship.
If God seems far away, perhaps we need to assist the search
by intentionally responding to that continual, loving call.

Sir Arthur
is
interested
in joining
the Order
of St. Luke,
but for now
he’s
content
with
sharing
HOPE with
a patient.

† Transforming Stewardship
“But Zacchaeus stood there and said to the Lord, ‘Behold, half of my possessions, Lord,
I will give to the poor, and if I extorted anything from anyone I shall repay it four times
over.’”
Luke 19:4

W

e are all called to graciously give back to the Lord in proportion to the blessings
we have been given. This means everyone isn’t called to give the same amount,
but is called to give equal sacrifice. No amount is insignificant for good stewardship. Open
your heart, how is God calling you?

S

† Electronic Giving

aint Paul’s is pleased to announce the introduction of an electronic option for
making regular offerings. Contributions can now be debited automatically from
your checking/savings account or your credit/debit card. Our new electronic giving
program offers convenience for you and provides much needed donation consistency for our
congregation. There is no cost to you to use this system. Also there will be no
changes if you choose to still use your present method of giving. The system is
simple using the following steps below.
1. Sign on to the church website at www.SaintPaulsBrookfield.com.
2.Click on the blue “Give Online” button at the top left of the home page.
3.Click on the “Create Profile” button to create your unique on line profile.
4.After you have created your profile, follow the on line instructions to
schedule your contribution.
If you have any questions, please contact Chuck Allen at 203-775-6633 or
treasurer@SaintPaulsBrookfield.com.
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† This Sunday’s Readings
“Salvation Has Come to This House”
Habakkuk 1:1-4; 2:1-4
n our first reading the prophet bitterly complains to the Lord about the injustice and
violence in the world. God answers that justice will come in time; meanwhile, the
righteous will live by faithfulness and loyalty. It is the time of the Chaldean (or Babylonian)
invasion. Habakkuk cannot understand how God can allow all this evil and destruction. He
takes his position in the watchtower to await the Lord’s reply. Those who are right with God
will continue to live by their trust in God.
Psalm 119:137-144
The psalmist acknowledges God as the source of all truth and righteousness and prays for
understanding.
2 Thessalonians 1:1-4, 11-12
Together with Silvanus and Timothy, Paul greets the new disciples in Thessalonica. He
offers thanks to God for the increase of their faith under persecution
and assures them of his prayers. Paul is so proud of their growing
Luke 19:1-10
faith and love that he boasts about them to others. He suggests that
their present troubles may be God’s way of proving them worthy of
One possible moral of
the reign of God.
this story is to realize
Luke 19:1-10
In the gospel Jesus answers a question concerning the chief
that salvation does not
command of the law by reciting the double commandment to love
require, nor result in,
God and one’s neighbor. Jesus was not unique in bringing together
these two great
perfection. Salvation in
teachings from
Israel’s heritage, but this lifetime is a process the New Testament
the healing and
gives them special
reconciling that is
emphasis. They are
closely linked, for
needed for creating right
in responding to
relationships within which
God’s love, we
compromised, impure,
learn that we are
lovable, and so
and sinful people - like us
begin to be able to
- can live within, in
love others as
ourselves. In loving response to, and toward,
our neighbors we
the realm of God.
discover the
mystery that we are
also loving in them
their Creator. The man who asked Jesus the
question repeats the commandments in his own
words. He is not far from the kingdom.

I

† Pick Up Your Copy Today!
Synthesis CE Study Guides for each weeks readings will
be available at the back of the church.

S

† Sermon Shorts

houldering Your Burdens.! To
replay all our sermons, audio and
videos follow this link for The Sunday
Sermons. Check out our sermon archives
as well.
17

† Choir Practice for Sword Points Readers
(click on the red links below to begin your personal practice)

Opening Hymn
Gospel Response
Offertory
Closing Hymn

Be Thou My Vision
In Your Mercy, Lord, You Called Me
My God, How Wonderful Thou Art Hymn Tune: St. Peter
There’s a Wideness in God’s Mercy

There’s a Wideness in God’s Mercy

T

he author of this hymn, Frederick William Faber, was raised as a Huguenot, but
went to Oxford and was ordained as an Anglican priest in 1837. He then came to
know John Henry Newman, the famous Catholic priest (and later Cardinal). Under
Newman’s influence, Faber was re-baptized and re-ordained as a Catholic priest.
Faber was an admirer of good poetry, and became good friends with the
poet, William Wordsworth. The two of them would often take long walks
together in the mountains.
Knowing the power of hymns in the Protestant tradition, Faber wanted to
make hymn-singing more important in the Catholic tradition. He wrote a
number of hymns, of which this and “Faith of Our Fathers” are the best
known today.
“There’s a Wideness in God’s Mercy” celebrates the wideness of God’s
mercy - “like the wideness of the sea.” It celebrates God’s welcome for the
sinner and the “good” person alike. It reminds us that “the love of God is
broader than the measure of our mind” - and therefore encourages us to
broaden the measure of our own love so that it might be more like God’s
love. And, finally, it calls us to “rest upon God’s word” so that “our lives
(might be) illumined by the presence of our Lord.”
–– Copyright 2006, Richard Niell Donovan

T

rades of Hope is a fair-trade, missional company seeking to empower
women out of poverty through sustainable and dignified business
relationships. They partner with artisans in 16 countries around the world
and bring their handmade items to market here in the United States.
During coffee hour on Sunday, November 6, Susan Johnston, a representative from
Trades of Hope will have items on display to purchase. This is a great opportunity to
support our brothers and sisters in Christ while working on your Christmas shopping.
You may browse their website to learn more or contact Susan at
www.mytradesofhope.com/susanjohnston

J

† Men’s Bible Study

oin us on Monday nights for this amazing Men’s Bible study! It is
based on Bishop N. T. Wright’s book, Mark for Everyone. In this
study, N.T. Wright helps us find our way around Mark and allows us to feel
the urgency and excitement of Mark's Gospel in a way that is new and fresh.
Wright helps us to find it full of interest and delight, with a powerful
message that comes home to the church to today and tomorrow just as much
as it did to the church of yesterday. All the studies are available on our
LiveStream and YouTube channels.

† Start Spreading the Good News!

F

or I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for
salvation to everyone who believes, to the Jew first and also to the

Greek.

Romans 1:16
18

I

† Your Prayers Are Requested For…

t is such an intimate time when praying for the health and well being of others and
such a privilege. The people that we lift up to The Lord are part of our hearts for all
time. Please pray for…
.....Joan Kirner and other parishioners convalescing
in extended care facilities.
.....Christ & Holy Trinity; Westport; Trinity,
Wethersfield; St. Paul’s, Willimantic; St. Matthew’s,
Wilton.
.....Peace in Israel, Jerusalem, and the Middle East.
.....Revival at St. Paul’s and the greater Danbury area.
.....All permanent deacons; the Deacons’ Council.
.....Brenda Darling, Ginny Beck, Jean Stauffer, Clayton Ferry, Gary Stein, Ed Licence,
Sue Balla, Rose Barrett, Lorraine Estok, Fr. George Hall, Jim Megura, Jay Lawrence,
Alex, Merlene, Roger Kovacs & Lee Rybos, continued healing.
.....the people of Myanmar; the people of the Republic of Sierra Leone; Bermuda (ExtraProvincial to Canterbury) The Rt Revd Nicholas Dill; and our sister and brother members of
the Zion Christian Church.
.....Christians in the Middle East facing persecution at the hands of ISIS forces. Pray also
for radical Muslims throughout the world to come to know Jesus Christ.
.....Michael for protection from mortar attacks in Somalia with the UN peacekeeping
service.
…..Brookfield Social Services and the families that will receive Thanksgiving Dinner from
basket collections during the month of November.
.....New Hope Baptist Church, Danbury, a congregational partner
of the Jericho Partnership.
or six months the parishioners
.....the safe return of Denise’s dog.
of St. Paul's have been
.....Michelle, Joyce & John Sarver’s daughter, healing of cancer.
praying
for "Jim serving at Bagram
.....Mary, Mike DeAnzeris’ mother, healing of her broken hip.
Air
Force
Base in Afghanistan."
.....Beth Miller’s mother, recovering from open heart surgery.
I
am
grateful
to report that Jim, my
.....Asta Smith, who is 104 and about to undergo heart surgery.
nephew, returned stateside safely
Sandy Chaleski, for healing of her back, and better pain
control.
this past weekend. Thanks be to
.....Drew Ross, healing of major surgery for throat cancer.
God.
.....An Election.
- Cindy Maier
.....Joe, who is undergoing treatment for Lymphoma.

F

† This & That & Links

(Click on pictures or red links for more info)

Links We Like
Things That Make You Think
Back Issues of
Sword Points

What tree are
you hiding in?
This week’s
Gospel tells us
that Jesus met a
tax collector
"Zacchaeus" in a
sycamore tree in
Jericho, Israel.
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St. Paul’s Mission Committee

Annual Request for Budget Line Items for Year 2017
“If a brother or sister is without clothing and in need of daily food, and if one of you
says to them, go in peace, be warmed and be filled, and yet do not give them what is
necessary for their body, what use is that? Even so faith, if it has no works, is dead, being
by itself.” James 2:15-17

S

aint Paul’s Mission Committee serves the entire parish as a focal point for our
mission work. We prepare an annual budget for vestry approval. Items in this
budget come from you, our parishioners! This is your opportunity to enhance your personal
or family missions with the prayer, physical and financial support of the entire parish!
As a sponsor of your Christian based organization, you are
asked to complete the form at the end of this article.
Additionally, you are expected to submit a “Sword
Points” article. This is your opportunity to “put a
face” on what we as a parish are supporting.
We invite your active participation in this
budgeting process as well as your involvement
with St. Paul’s Mission Committee. We meet first
Thursday, monthly 7:30 in the Guild Room.
If you have any questions regarding this process,
please contact a member of the mission committee:
Barbara DeAnzeris, Lois Hunt, Joyce Sarver, Bill
Schrull, Ron Switzer, Ron Switzer, Bonnie Wanzer &
Don Winkley.
Mission Organization:_____________________
Persons requesting prayer, physical or financial support ____________________________
Our task is to sponsor those missions that are:
 Christ Centered
 Meet the basic needs of our neighbors
 Have a strong base of existing personal support by more than one St. Paul’s Parish
members.
Briefly describe the purpose or scope of the mission or organization:
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
Is it Christian based, to spread the Good News of Jesus Christ?
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
To what extent do you recommend St Paul’s should offer support?
Prayer Needs: ____________________
Financial Support: $_______________
Physical Assistance: ______________
Any other pertinent information for committee consideration.
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
Kindly return this form to the Mission Committee by November 2, 2016.
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November Lay Schedule
Lectors and Intercessors, please remember to check in before the
service in the Vesting Room. Thank You!

November 6th

November 20th

8:00 AM
Welcoming: Mike Kirner
Acolyte: John Tuthill
Lector: Daniel 7:1-3,15-18 Sandy Chaleski
Intercessor: Stephen Nagy
Lay Reader: Dave Baskett
Lay Reader: Phyllis Baskett
Psalm 149 Ephesians 1:11-23

8:00 AM
Welcoming: Mike Kirner
Acolyte: Jack Powell
Lector: Jeremiah 23:1-6 John Tuthill
Intercessor: Linda Pendergast
Lay Reader: Mike Chengeri
Lay Reader: Patricia Jennings
Canticle 16 Colossians 1:11-20

10:30 AM
Welcoming: Laurie DoBosh / Sandra Visser
Acolyte: Stephanie Bernardo
Lector: Daniel 7:1-3,15-18 Diane Froelick
Intercessor: Mary Perry
Lay Reader: Stephen Nagy
Lay Reader: Mike Chengeri
Psalm 149 Ephesians 1:11-23

10:30 AM
Welcoming: Connie & David Williams
Acolyte: Joe Bernardo
Lector: Jeremiah 23:1-6 Sandy Chaleski
Intercessor: Connie Williams
Lay Reader: Jim Castronova
Lay Reader: Harlan Jessup
Canticle 16 Colossians 1:11-20

November 13th

November 27th
Healing Sunday

8:00 AM
Welcoming: Mike Kirner
Acolyte: John Tuthill
Lector: Isaiah 65:17-25 Ingrid Pruss
Intercessor: Mary Perry
Lay Reader: Jay Trott
Lay Reader: Don Winkley
Canticle 9 2 Thessalonians 3:6-13

8:00 AM
Welcoming: Joyce & John Sarver
Acolyte: Jack Powell
Lector: Isaiah 2:1-5 Ingrid Pruss
Intercessor: Mike Kirner
Lay Reader: Phyllis Baskett
Lay Reader: Dave Baskett
Romans 13:11-14 Psalm 122

10:30 AM
Welcoming: Laurie DoBosh / Denise McCormack
Acolyte: Joe Bernardo
Lector: Isaiah 65:17-25 Diane Froelick
Intercessor: Ray Ferro
Lay Reader: Harlan Jessup
Lay Reader: Jim Castronova
Canticle 9 2 Thessalonians 3:6-13

10:30 AM
Welcoming: Denise McCormack / Sandra Visser
Acolyte: Ryan Sampson
Lector: Isaiah 2:1-5 Vito Barbieri
Intercessor: Tara Shepley
Lay Reader: Joe Bernardo
Lay Reader: Ray Ferro
Romans 13:11-14 Psalm 122

Mail…..Send us photos and info about your travels, your home group, your pets, your
sports teams to stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com.
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November 2016
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

1 All Saints

2

3

9:15 am Ladies Bible
Study

10:00 am Holy
Communion & Healing

5:45 pm Boot Camp

Friday

Saturday

4

5:45 pm Boot Camp

7:30 pm Mission
Committee

7:00 pm Women’s
Evening Ministry

7:30 pm Property
Committee

5
7:30 am Men’s
Prayer Breakfast
7:30 am John 21:12
Group
10:00 am PraiseMoves

7:30 pm Music Night

6 All Saints’
7
Sunday
8:00 am Traditional
Communion
9:30 am Rector’s Forum
10:30 am Sunday School
10:30 am Contemporary
Communion

13 26 Pentecost
Covenant Sunday

8:00 am Traditional
Communion
9:30 am Rector’s Forum
10:30 am Sunday School
10:30 am Contemporary
Communion

8

9

10

10:00 am Christian
Caring

9:15 am Ladies Bible
Study

10:00 am Holy
Communion & Healing

5:45 pm Boot Camp

7:00 pm Stephen
Ministry

5:45 pm Boot Camp

7:00 pm Staff Meeting

7:00 pm Women’s
Evening Ministry

7:30 pm Vestry Meeting

7:00 pm Men’s Bible
Study

8:00 am Traditional
Communion
9:30 am Rector’s Forum
10:30 am Sunday School
10:30 am Contemporary
Communion
2:00 pm Ecumenical
Thanksgiving Service,
Newbury Congregational

27 1 Advent

Healing Sunday

8:00 am Traditional
Communion
9:30 am Rector’s Forum
10:30 am Sunday School
10:30 am Contemporary
Communion
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12
7:30 am Men’s
Prayer Breakfast
7:30 am John 21:12
Group
10:00 am PraiseMoves
10:00 am Jericho Food
Pantry

15

16

17

7:00 pm Men’s Bible
Study

9:15 am Ladies Bible
Study

10:00 am Holy
Communion & Healing

5:45 pm Boot Camp

5:45 pm Boot Camp

18

7:00 pm Healing Team
7:30 pm Music Night

7:00 pm Women’s
Evening Ministry

19
7:30 am Men’s
Prayer Breakfast
7:30 am John 21:12
Group
10:00 am PraiseMoves

22

23

7:00 pm Stephen
Ministry

9:15 am Ladies Bible
Study

10:00 am Holy
Communion & Healing

7:00 pm Men’s Bible
Study

5:45 pm Boot Camp

7:00 pm Lessons &
Carols Rehearsal

Day

Parish Office Closed

7:30 pm Music Night

14

20 Christ the
21
King

11 Veterans’

7:00 pm Women’s
Evening Ministry

24 Thanksgiving
25
Day

26

Parish Office Closed

7:30 am Men’s
Prayer Breakfast

10:00 am Holy
Communion

7:30 am John 21:12
Group
10:00 am PraiseMoves
11:00 am St. Paul’s
Quilters

28

29

30 St. Andrew

7:00 pm Men’s Bible
Study

9:15 AM Ladies Bible
Study

10:00 am Holy
Communion & Healing

7:00 pm Lessons &
Carols Rehearsal

5:45 PM Boot Camp

Just For Fun !

(And Christian Fellowship)

2016

Random Fact of
the Week!

D

id you know ...... that
Carolina false
morels should not be eaten
because they may contain a
compound that, when
digested,
breaks
down into
a rocket
fuel
propellant?

† It Takes An Editorial Board
Contributors to this Weeks
Sword Points:

M

ary Allen, Chris Barrett, Ray
Ferro, Steve Hemming, Diane
Loring, Bill Loring, Dori McManus, Beth
Miller, Nicole
O’Connors,
Patrick
O’Connors, Mary
Perry, Ken Perry,
Kirsten Peterson,
Reyna Sampson,
John Sarver, Joe
Shepley, Tara
Shepley, David
Szen, Pam Szen,
John Tuthill, Don
Winkley and Gail
Winkley.
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