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† To Give Thanks
Jesus took bread, gave thanks and broke it, and gave it to them, saying,
"This is my body given for you; do this in remembrance of me”

(Luke 22:19)

Dear Friends,

T

he heart of the Eucharist is thanksgiving. We come together to remember Jesus and to
give thanks for the life, death and resurrection of Christ, God's ultimate offering to us.
The word itself - Eucharist - is
an ancient Greek word that
means “to give thanks.” This
demonstration of our gratitude is
not uninformed ritual, nor is it to
be taken lightly. The Eucharist
is offered in great awe and
honor, always in remembrance
of God's almighty act in humble
Jesus' sacrifice for us.

On this Thanksgiving Day, we
offer a Eucharist at 10 am, as we
do each time we gather to
remember and give thanks for
the blessings of God. As you gather with loved ones, around the altar, and around your
tables, may an attitude of gratitude allow us to rise above our divisions and celebrate the
unity, peace and love that God promises us in Christ.
With every blessing on this Thanksgiving,

Thanksgiving Service
Join us in giving thanks here at St.
Paul’s on Thursday morning for Holy
Eucharist at 10 am.

† Advent

A

dvent (from the Latin word adventus meaning "coming") is a time of expectant
waiting and preparation for the celebration of the Nativity of Jesus at Christmas
Although we consider this the first season of the Christian year, the celebration of
Advent and
Christmas were not
the first Christian
seasons to be
celebrated. Easter
was the only
seasonal celebration
that was specifically
Christian for the
early church. Since
they were expecting
the immediate return
of Christ, then
centered on the
resurrection celebration. Then they began to celebrate the coming of the Holy Spirit at
Pentecost, which had its roots as a celebration of their Jewish heritage.
Advent and Christmas help people to see Jesus as not only a divine being, but a human
person who had the same kind of experiences we have. At Christmas we celebrate the birth
of a baby to a loving but
unknown family, among common animals, and in an
inconspicuous village. His
birth revealed God as a loving God concerned
about the poor and the rich
alike, not as a distant untouchable figure of
kingly nature.
In the fourth
century, Advent was a period of
penance and of
preparation for baptisms that took
place in Epiphany
(January 6). In the sixth century,
Advent was moved to
the four weeks before
Christmas Day and
a special liturgy was added.
In the ninth and
tenth centuries, Advent’s
meaning was
broadened to include the
expectation of
the second coming of Christ.
Purple is
the most often used color for
Advent. When we
use purple during both Advent
and Lent we not only
declare the coming of Christ as
our king at Advent but we also
connect this season of anticipation with Lent and Holy
Week, the time we remember
Christ’s suffering for us.
The use of evergreens and holly symbolizes the continuing life and hope that Christ’s
birth brings, even into a world that seems cold and harsh. Red represents Christ’s blood
shed for us.

Name Tags Please be courteous
to your fellow
parishioners, to
newcomers, visiting clergy and
guests by extending a warm welcome
to them and by wearing your name
tag. And remember to wear them to
coffee hour as well. It’s the
neighborly thing to do!
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† In the Beginning Was the Word

The
E
Rector’s
Forum

ach Sunday at 9:30, the Rector's Forum continues
with the Gospel of John. The last of the four Gospels
to be written, it emphasizes Jesus' full divinity within a
deeply theological framework while being accessible to
all.
Please join us in the Guild Room for this exciting Bible
study, and expect to be transformed by the Living Word.

† Things You Need to Know for this Week
 1. Start your Thanksgiving off by celebrating Communion
with us at 10 am Thursday morning.
 2. Our Quilters are raffling their latest creation to raise
money to purchase Bibles to giveaway! See them at
coffee hour.

† This Week at St. Paul’s
Wed, Nov 23 Thu, Nov 24 Sat, Nov 26

-

10:00 am

-

Holy Communion & Healing

10:00 am
7:30 am
7:30 am
10:00 am

-

Holy Communion
Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Crocker Hall
John 21:12 Group, Bridgewater Village Store
PraiseMoves, Crocker Hall

8:00 am
9:30 am
10:30 am
10:30 am
7:00 pm
7:00 pm
9:15 am
5:45 pm
7:00 pm
7:15 pm

-

Traditional Holy Communion (LiveStream)
Rector’s Forum, Guild Room
Sunday School
Contemporary Holy Communion
Men’s Bible Study, Crocker Hall (LiveStream)
Lessons & Carols Rehearsal, Sanctuary
Ladies Bible Study, Guild Room
Boot Camp, Crocker Hall / Parking Lot
Women’s Evening Ministry, Guild Room
Boy Scouts Troop 5, Crocker Hall

10:00 am
5:45 pm
7:30 pm
7:30 pm
7:30 pm
7:30 am
7:30 am
10:00 am

-

Holy Communion & Healing
Boot Camp, Crocker Hall
Mission Committee, Guild Room
Property Committee, Classroom
Music Night, Sanctuary
Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Crocker Hall
John 21:12 Group, Bridgewater Village Store
PraiseMoves, Crocker Hall

8:00 am
9:30 am
10:30 am
10:30 am
12:00 pm

-

Traditional Holy Communion (LiveStream)
Rector’s Forum, Guild Room
Sunday School
Contemporary Holy Communion
Pageant Rehearsal

Thanksgiving Day

First Sunday of Advent

Sun, Nov 27 -

Mon, Nov 28 Tue, Nov 29 -

St. Andrew, Apostle

Wed, Nov 30 Thu, Dec 1 -

Sat, Dec 3

-

Click Below to

Second Sunday of Advent

Sun, Dec 4 -

Click Below to
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† Saints of God

Wednesday, November 30

St. Andrew

M

ost references to Andrew in the New
Testament simply include him on a list
of the Twelve Apostles, or group him with his
brother, Simon Peter. But he appears acting as
an individual three times in the Gospel of John.
When a number of Greeks (perhaps simply Greek
-speaking Jews) wish to speak with Jesus, they
approach Philip, who tells Andrew, and the two
of them tell Jesus (Jn 12:20-22). (It may be
relevant here that both "Philip" and "Andrew" are
Greek names.) Before Jesus feeds the Five
Thousand, it is Andrew who says, "Here is a lad
with five barley loaves and two fish." (Jn 6:8f)
And the first two disciples whom John reports as
attaching themselves to Jesus (Jn 1:35-42) are
Andrew and another disciple (whom John does
not name, but who is commonly supposed to be
John himself -- John never mentions himself by
name, a widespread literary convention). Having
met Jesus, Andrew then finds his brother Simon
and brings him to Jesus. Thus, on each occasion when he is mentioned
as an individual, it is because he is instrumental in bringing others to
meet the Savior. In the Episcopal Church, the Fellowship of Saint
Andrew is devoted to encouraging personal evangelism, and the bringing
of one's friends and colleagues to a knowledge of the Gospel of Christ.
Just as Andrew was the first of the Apostles, so his feast is taken in
the West to be the beginning of the Church Year. (Eastern Christians
begin their Church Year on 1 September.) The First Sunday of Advent is
defined to be the Sunday on or nearest his feast (although it could
equivalently be defined as the fourth Sunday before Christmas Day).
Several centuries after the death of Andrew, some of his relics were
brought by a missionary named Rule to Scotland, to a place then known
as Fife, but now known as St. Andrew's, and best known as the site of a
world-famous golf course and club. For this reason, Andrew is the
patron of Scotland.
It is said that Andrew was crucified on a Cross Saltire -- an 'X' shaped cross, thus his symbol on our stained glass window.

† Christmas Giving Tree

A

nnually, Saint Paul’s adopts families from Brookfield who are financially
struggling. Soon there will be a tree in the back of the church with gift tags
attached listing items requested by the families. If you would like to bring some extra
joy to the families, please take a tag or two from the tree.
The unwrapped (a change from past years) gifts are due back to church by
Sunday, December 11th, with the tag attached (most important). Please keep
under the maximum limit of $30 per gift. In addition to the individual families we
will be working with there will also be tags for a holiday shopping table. This will provide
small Gift items (up to $10: crayons, markers, hats, mittens, ear phones, movie tickets, etc.)
and holiday necessities (batteries, tape, wrapping paper, bows, and candy). Please find your
tag number on the clipboard and write your name and phone number in the corresponding
space. Thank you in advance for showering Christmas blessings on the families.
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† Victory in Jesus

by Steve Hemming

“And you, being dead in your trespasses and the uncircumcision of your flesh,
He has made alive together with Him, having forgiven you all trespasses, having
wiped out the handwriting of requirements that was against us, which was contrary
to us. And He has taken it out of the way, having nailed it to the cross. Having
disarmed principalities and powers, He made a public spectacle of them,
triumphing over them in it.”
Colossians 2:13-15

O

ne of my all-time favorite scriptures that rings ever more true today is, “Thanks be
to God, who gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.” (1 Corinthians
15:57) As we celebrate Thanksgiving this week with our loved ones, may we be all the
more grateful for and mindful of what Jesus did on the cross for us; that He bore our sins in
His own body on a tree, that we, having died to sins, might live for
righteousness, and by whose stripes we are healed (1 Peter 2:24).
Even though Jesus defeated death and our enemy, the devil, over
2,000 years ago, He continues at all times to lead us in triumph (2
Corinthians 2:14). In what ways does the Lord enable you and I to
remain more than conquerors through His love for us? (Romans
8:37)
WE HAVE HIS AUTHORITY - Jesus tells us in Luke 10:19;
“Behold, I give you the authority to trample on serpents and
scorpions, and over all the power of the enemy, and nothing shall
by any means hurt you.” And as we share the kingdom of heaven
with others, Jesus authorizes us in His name to heal the sick, cleanse
the lepers, raise the dead, and cast out demons (Matthew 10:8).
HE ARMS US FOR BATTLE - Throughout Psalm 18, King
David attributes his battle victories to God, who armed him with
strength to pursue his enemies until they were destroyed. It was this
tenacious faith in the Lord that gave David the confidence to face
Goliath and emerge victorious (1 Samuel 17:45-51). And in the
sixth chapter of Ephesians, we can be strong in the Lord and in the
power of His might by putting on His whole armor in order to stand
firm against the schemes of the devil. In this armament, we have
the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God (v.17), that we can
use as an offensive weapon against the advancements of our adversary. For God’s word is
living and powerful, and sharper than any two-edged sword, and can pierce even to the
division of soul and spirit, and of joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and
intents of the heart (Hebrews 4:12).
IN HIM WE ARE OVERCOMERS - Because we believe the Lord Jesus Christ is the
living Son of God, our faith in Him overcomes the world and secures our victory (1 John
5:4-5). Also, because His Spirit lives within every believer, we are overcomers on earth
because greater is He who is in us than he who is in the world (1 John 4:4). And by the
blood of the Lamb, the word of our testimony, and through not loving our lives more than
our God, we overcome the enemy (Revelations 12:11).
God has given us everything we need to live a victorious life. Through Him we will
push down our enemies, and in the name of Jesus, we will trample those who rise up against
us (Psalm 44:5). As we celebrate Thanksgiving today, may we offer up sincere, heartfelt
gratitude and praise to our Lord, giving thanks always for all things to God the Father in the
name of our Lord Jesus Christ (Ephesians 5:20). Amen.
“O victory in Jesus, my Savior, forever.
He sought me and bought me with His redeeming blood;
He loved me ere I knew Him, and all my love is due Him,
He plunged me to victory beneath the cleansing flood.”
Chorus from “Victory in Jesus” by Eugene M. Bartlett
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† Pray It Up

N

otice the Red and White prayer request
cards in the pew? Each Sunday, fill out
your request, put it in the red bowl on the table on
the way to communion. Then take a card from
the bowl either right then or after service. Pray
for that request for one week. How comforting to know
that your request is being prayed for and that you are praying for
someone else’s! You might just be praying for the person sitting next to you!
Or, if you’d prefer - please send your request to St. Paul’s at prayingnow2@gmail.com!

† Start Spreading the Good News!

A

s for you, always be sober-minded, endure suffering, do the work of
an evangelist, fulfill your ministry.”
2 Timothy 4:5

COFFEE HOUR HOSTS
Nov 27th
Dec 4th
Dec 11th

8 am - Kovac’s
8 am - Ferro’s
8 am - n /a

10:30 am - Dot Crocker
10:30 am - Amy Tilford
10:30 am - Pageant Brunch

Hebrews 13:2 - Do not neglect to show
hospitality to strangers, for thereby some
have entertained angels unawares.
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† Christmas Pageant News

e are preparing for the Christmas pageant. It will be during the 10:30 am
service on Sunday, December 11th.
We will hold 2 brief (30 minute) rehearsals, immediately following the 10:30 services
on Sunday, Nov. 20th and Sunday, Dec. 4th. If your child would like to play one of the
main parts they will need to be at both rehearsals. Children in grade 2 or younger can
play whatever part they would like: angels, animals, townspeople, etc. and they only need
to come on the day of the pageant.
If your child would like a main part please contact Nicole nmoconnors@gmail.com.
Parts will be assigned on a first come, first serve basis, so please speak with your children
and let me know how they would like to be involved as soon as possible.
There will be a pageant brunch immediately following the 10:30 service on the 11th
that all are invited to.

J

† Men’s Bible Study

oin us on Monday nights for this amazing Men’s Bible study! It is based on
Bishop N. T. Wright’s book, Mark for Everyone. In this study, N.T. Wright
helps us find our way around Mark and allows us to feel the urgency and
excitement of Mark's Gospel in a way that is new and fresh. Wright helps us to
find it full of interest and delight, with a powerful message that comes home to the
church to today and tomorrow just as much as it did to the church of yesterday.
All the studies are available on our LiveStream and YouTube channels.
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† Meet the Jericho
Partnership Staff:
Michael Ronan
One of Jericho's very first employees,
Michael is now studying to become a
Deacon in the Catholic Church.

M

ichael Ronan is the Jericho
staff member you’ll find, on
any given day, leading the team in
prayer, filling coffee pots, organizing
breakfasts or galas, sweeping the
parking lot, taking visitors on a tour of
the Partnership’s ministries,
coordinating stewardship campaigns,
and/or making sure everything relating
to ministry is humming along
smoothly.
To him, that’s just a day in the life of
working in ministry; everyone pitches in to do what needs to get done. And he’s very good
at his role as utility player.
But what he is arguably best at: Listening to promptings from the Lord, and then doing
what he hears. That’s why Michael is currently in his second year of a five-and-a-half-year
diaconate formation program culminating in ordination as Deacon in the Roman Catholic
Church.
“Christ calls us to diaconal service, it is not something you just DO,” he said, plainly.
“My desire has always been to serve God, and my diaconal call came on June 28, 1998,
when I watched my friend Tom at his ordination. My heart leapt, and I understood that to
mean ‘you should be where Tom is.’ My response was, ‘are you kidding me? I have a wife,
three kids and I’m neck-deep in my practice (as an attorney).’ But that was a bookmark
day, as if the Lord was saying, ‘I’ll let you know when you’re ready.’”
Michael continued in his law practice for a few more years, living out his long-stated
goal of “being a lawyer so I could help people,” he said. But he kept asking the Lord to
show him what his path should be and, just as importantly, when it should be. His road to
Jericho began in 2002 when he helped open a free medical clinic in Newtown, where he
lives. Six years later, when Jericho was in the early stages of planning the launch of
Samaritan Health Center in 2008, they asked Michael to lend his expertise as a consultant.
“After we launched SHC, Carrie asked, ‘What else do you do?’ So I said, ‘What else do
you need?’” he recounted. And then, it wasn’t long before Michael joined Carrie L. Amos,
Harry Pugner and Ruth Chuvala as one of the
earliest employees of the Jericho Partnership,
initially as Secretary, Treasurer and Stewardship
Director.
“God had been calling me to do more, and it
became evident that maybe this was the ‘more,’”
he said. “So I switched careers. Some people
don’t understand why someone would do that. I
still get questions about “the why.” It was an
exercise in patience, discernment of God’s will not mine - for my life and a willingness to follow
him, on his timing wherever that led. The funny
thing is, if I had changed careers on my timing,
years earlier, there was no Jericho.”
So, content in knowing that, to the best of his
ability, he has followed the Lord’s will for his
(Continued on page 9)
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(Continued from page 8)

life, Michael is now neck-deep in his studies, attending Masters in Theology classes two
nights a week at “Dunwoodie,” St. Joseph’s Seminary in Yonkers, NY (“It’s like stepping
into heaven every night.”), and formation weekends once per month in residence at the
Catholic Center in Bridgeport with ten brother diaconate candidates. He is on target for
receiving Holy Orders in 2020,
and will serve through Word, Sacrament, and Charity:
– As minister of Word, a deacon proclaims the Gospel, preaches,
and teaches in the name of the Church.
– As minister of Sacrament, a deacon baptizes, leads the faithful in
prayer, witnesses marriages, and conducts wake and funeral
services.
– As minister of Charity, a deacon is a leader in identifying the
needs of others and in calling God’s people into service to meet
these needs.
He expects to then receive a five-year assignment at a church
within the Bridgeport Diocese - probably other than his home
church, St. Rose in Newtown. Deacons, though, typically have
families - Michael is married to Kathy for 34 years - and earn their
living outside the church, so he will remain at Jericho for as long
as he senses that God wants him to be here.
“Jericho is pleased to support Michael as he responds to God’s
calling on his life,” said Bill Beattie, Jericho’s Founder, sharing
his thoughts about Michael’s diaconate endeavor. “We are blessed
to have an entire range of denominations represented in our work
and welcome all who embrace our Faith Statement and Code of
Conduct and seek to glorify God and contribute to the common
good of Danbury. We believe that unity in the body of Christ is
important and we seek to serve together with our brothers and
sisters in Christ - affirming, hoping, contending and witnessing
together as we search for a clearer understanding of God’s will.
We are excited at how the Lord is working in Michael’s life,
supported by his wife Kathy.”

† Ladies Evening Bible Study
The current study approximately every two weeks. The next
session is November 29th, 7 - 8:30 pm in the Guild Room.
Twelve Women of the Bible: Life changing stories for women
today.
We will learn about the triumph and failures of Mary
Magdalene, Rebekah, Hannah and nine of women, learning
how to
Apply biblical lessons to your own modern-day struggles;
Live through failures as well as successes;
Draw near to God in a world filled with trials;
Find lasting contentment;
Overcome rejection and insecurity
And much more.
For more info, please contact Dori McManus at (203) 7881977 or dorimcmanus@snet.net
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† Transforming Saints of God
Wednesday, November 23rd

Clement

Bishop of Rome, c. 100

C

lement is counted as the third bishop of Rome (after the
apostles). His predecessors are Linus and Cletus (or
Anacletus, or Anencletus), about whom almost nothing is
known. They are simply names on a list. Clement is a little
more than this, chiefly because he wrote a letter to the
Corinthians, which was highly valued by the early church, and
has been preserved to the present day. The letter itself does not
carry his name, but is merely addressed from the congregation at
Rome to the congregation at Corinth. However, a letter from
Corinth to Rome a few decades later refers to "the letter we
received from your bishop Clement, which we still read
regularly." Other early writers are unanimous in attributing the
letter to Clement. Perhaps because this letter made his name
familiar, he has had an early anonymous sermon (commonly
called II Clement) attributed to him, and is a character in some
early religious romances (e.g. the Clementine Recognitions).
One story about Clement is that he was put to death by being tied to an anchor and
thrown into the sea. Accordingly, he is often depicted with an anchor,
and many churches in port towns intended to minister chiefly to
mariners are named for him.
The Epistle of Clement To the Corinthians (also called I Clement,
commonly dated around 96 A.D., but recently an earlier date has been
suggested) is occasioned by the fact that a group of Christians at
Corinth had banded together against their leaders and had deposed
them from office. Clement writes to tell them that they have behaved
badly, and to remind them of the importance of Christian unity and
love. He speaks at length of the way in which each kind of official in
the church has his own function for the good of the whole. The letter
is an important witness to the early Christian understanding of Church
government, but an ambiguous witness in that we are never told precisely why the
Corinthians had deposed their leaders, and therefore the letter can be read as saying that
presbyters ought not to be deposed without reasonable grounds, or as saying that they
cannot be deposed on any grounds at all.
The letter refers only to the presbyters of Corinth, and makes no reference to the bishop
of Corinth. Moreover, there is no mention of a bishop at Rome--the letter is sent as from the
Church at Rome collectively, and Clement's name does not appear. From this, some have

(Continued on page 11)
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† Electronic Giving

aint Paul’s is pleased to announce the introduction of an electronic option for
making regular offerings. Contributions can now be debited automatically from
your checking/savings account or your credit/debit card. Our new electronic giving
program offers convenience for you and provides much needed donation consistency for our
congregation. There is no cost to you to use this system. Also there will be no changes if
you choose to still use your present method of giving. The system is
simple using the following steps on our website. Sign on to the church
website at www.SaintPaulsBrookfield.com. Click on the blue “Give
Online” button at the top left of the home page. Click on the “Create
Profile” button to create your unique on line profile. After you have
created your profile, follow the on line instructions to schedule your
contribution. If you have any questions, please contact Chuck Allen at
203-775-6633 or treasurer@SaintPaulsBrookfield.com.
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(Continued from page 10)

Clement

inferred that the office of bishop had not yet developed at either Rome or
Corinth, and that in both congregations the office of presbyter was the
highest office known. A probable alternate explanation, however, is that
the troubles in Corinth had arisen when the bishop of that congregation
had died, and the congregation had split into factions, none containing
both a majority of the presbyters and a majority of the congregation.
The letter makes no apology for intervening in what might be
thought an internal affair of the congregation at Corinth. On the
contrary, the writer apologizes for the delay in commenting, as if an
earlier intervention might have been expected. From this, some have
inferred that, even at this early date, when the Apostle John was perhaps
still alive, the authority and jurisdiction of the Roman congregation over
every other congregation of the Christian Church was already universally
conceded. However, a perfectly reasonable alternative explanation is that the
congregation at Corinth, torn by division, had agreed to settle their disputes by
inviting another congregation, or the head of another congregation, to act as arbitrator. This
would be a reasonable thing to do, and the choice of Rome as that congregation was natural,
partly because of the prestige of the city, and the prestige of one of the largest congregations
in the Church, and because the Corinth of Clement's day had been built as a Roman colony,
with a special dependence directly on the city of Rome (a civil relation that might affect the
habits of thought of the Corinthians on matters ecclesiastical as well), but also because
Rome was far enough away so that it could be assumed to be impartial and not affected by
local personalities.
written by James Kiefer

Are you ready for Advent?
Advent I is November 27, can you believe it! Our Diocesan cycle of prayer has been
updated.

Camp Washington invites you and your family to the 2nd Annual Family Advent Event,
November 27 from 2 - 6 pm. Come together to build a family Advent Wreath using Camp
Washington Greens, hand dip your own advent candles, decorate cookies, and much more.
Cost: $15/person, $50 for a family of 4 or more. Register here by November 18.
As you prepare for this time of prayer and waiting for our Lord, here are some resources
that might of interest:
SSJE's #AdventWord daily email and social media reflection
Daily reflections on hope
The 2016 Advent Devotional Calendar designed by Thomas Mousin and Merry Watters
and published on their website it is a simple calendar that suggests a scripture
reading and devotion for each day of Advent
Episcopal Relief & Development's Advent toolkit, offering prayers, activity guides, and
an advent calendar
Journey Through Advent calendar app for iOS, offering scripture reading and an
interactive image
Advent guide from Living Compass titled: Living Well Through Advent 2016: Practicing
Simplicity With All Your Heart, Soul, Strength, and Mind.
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Who wrote Psalm 122?
a) David b) Asaph c) Heman
Psalm 122:1 NIV

Teach Me To Pray

W

hat if you grew up without the Christian faith? It is
true for most of the people of our age here in
Amsterdam. So no Sunday school, no prayers to start the
day with, no Christian education at all. This means
moreover that most people in their twenties and thirties do not have any Christians amongst
their friends. And as a result their connotation to the Christian faith is not positive or
neutral, they simply don't care. When I tell them about my daily walk with Jesus Christ
they don’t start at 0, but minus 5 or even minus 10.
I would like to tell you the story of Claire. She
also had all sorts of negative connotations to church
and believing, but decided 2,5 years ago to come to
LOZ anyway, just to have a look. After two and a
half years of building a relationship where one is
real and merciful to oneself and to others, I felt free
to suggest to learn how to pray together. She was
immediately frank in admitting why she felt this
was frightening her.
Claire told me she had always been successful
in her career and succeeded to do everything she
wanted. But praying was different: she did not
know if she was ‘able’ and if she would be ‘good’ at it. And more than that: what if she
would not experience anything of God during this prayer time. It would feel as a personal
rejection for her. Her answer made me realize even more how vulnerable you are when you
are praying aloud together. But at the same time I felt how deeply Claire desired to open
her heart for God and really meet Him.
We decided to take the risk together and I explained that God is full of grace: it does not
depend on our words, but it is because of the unconditional love of Jesus Christ and His
triumph over our darkness that God wants to be with us. I prayed briefly for different topics
and every time Claire had the courage to add a few of her own words to the prayer. How
beautiful it was to see that she experienced real peace and joy in that moment, after 2,5
years of knowing Claire. Yesterday she closed off her second time praying by saying: God,
I hope that one day I can praise you as well!
LOZ Amsterdam is a church plant for post-Christian young
professionals and David van der Meulen works full-time as it's pastor.
Please consider helping us with the $9.000 deficit for this year's
budget. You can donate via the Christian foundation: NGW, on IBAN:
NL31DEUT0486380335 and BIC: DEUTNL2N with reference to: LOZ
Amsterdam.
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“K

eep awake,
what day your
advice suggests that those
holy life need to
prayer, generosity, and
pray daily, it isn’t
but that you do better with
in prayer and service in
when the Lord comes, will

therefore, for you do not know on
Lord is coming.” Perhaps this
of us who try to live a good and
particularly practice the habits of
caring for others daily. When you
necessarily that the day goes better,
the day. If our days are grounded
God’s name, it won’t really matter
it?

† Salvation Army Kettles Are Coming Soon

S

t. Paul’s Parish has been an ardent participant with the Salvation Army
for over 25 years. Through our town wide efforts, every church, for
one weekend, hosts a “Kettle & Bell” to
collect donations for the Army. The Social
Services Department in our Town, vets
those who have “critical and urgent needs”
that cannot be met through their regular
funding. All funds administered are clearly
identified as coming from the Christian
Salvation Army.
St. Paul’s can be proud of our contributions and mission to meet the
worldwide and local needs of the Salvation Army.
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† Scholarly Speaking
Giving Thanks

B

eginning in the 1960’s author Harry Kemelman produced a
series of mysteries featuring Rabbi David Small. In one of
these, Monday the Rabbi Took Off,* the rabbi flies to Israel
and (while resolving an international incident that accidentally
involves him) he visits a secular kibbutz. While there he is asked if
he would like to offer a berakah (grace) before the meal, though he is
told that this is not their usual practice. He replies that he would since
giving thanks is a peculiarly human characteristic, when his host
assures him that animals also practice thanksgiving-like behavior.
Without missing a beat the rabbi adds, “Then we should not forget
our common nature with them.” Whatever the occasion, he was
always ready to give thanks.
Versions of the Jewish berakah are found in some early Christian writings but gradually
gave way to other forms of prayer - apparently because Greek (and later, Latin) speaking
Christians preferred to ask God more directly for what they wanted while Semitic speakers
tended to take an indirect approach. Our Prayer Book does include one form of Grace based
on the berakah,† and another based on a Latin form, and these will make the difference
clear:
Bless, O Lord, thy gifts to our use and us to thy service; for Christ's sake. Amen.
Blessed are you, O Lord God, King of the Universe, for you give us food to sustain our lives
and make our hearts glad; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

It is easy to see different strengths in the two forms of prayer; although I certainly do not
advocate abandoning our more common forms, I do see the advantage to the Hebrew idiom
and its emphasis on God’s role as the source of all things
(even stronger in many of the classic forms - which speak of
God as bringing forth generally rather than as just giving to
us - than in the Prayer Book adaptation); and should like to
see a wider restoration of this format in our prayers. I would
note that the Eucharistic Prayer, while its wording is more
Westernized, still reflects elements of the Hebrew forms used
at the Last Supper, especially in the Preface.
Whatever form may be used,
however, the important thing is
to actually give God thanks and
praise. The story of the healing
of the ten lepers, and only one
returning to give thanks (Luke 17:11-19) illustrates the common
failure to do so. The Prayers and Thanksgivings section of our
Prayer Book (pp. 810-841) doesn’t do much better with seventy
forms of prayer for various things (and references to several
more) and only eleven (again plus a few references) forms of
thanksgiving.‡
- Fr. Bill Loring, Scholar in Residence

*

Originally published in 1972, it has been frequently reprinted. The
quote is from memory as I do not have my copy at hand.
†
This term refers to a standard form of Hebrew prayer which begins
with the formula, “Blessed are you, Lord our god,
o you have a question you
King of the Universe [Baruch atta adonai eloheynu
would like answered by our melech haolam],” and then continues by naming
something that God had done for us. The opening
Scholar-in-Residence? Send your
phrase implies praise and thanksgiving to God,
ecclesiastical, liturgical, doctrinal,
rather than asking him to bless anything.
‡
historical or other inquiries to:
This type of bean-counting is not a reliable guide
to actual practice – no doubt some of us do much
Stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com.
better, and others rather worse.

D
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† Original Mayflower Compact

T

here are more than l60 independent nations in the world. Whether dictatorships or
democracies, nearly all have written constitutions, but that of the United States is by far
the oldest. This is something we can too easily take for granted, but it really marked a pivotal
turning point in history and the way nations came to govern themselves.
How do you suppose the founding
fathers ever thought of having a
written Constitution? The idea of a
written contract between the people
and their government came from a tiny
band of fifty Christians called Pilgrims
that sailed to America in the
Mayflower in l620. The Pilgrims
believed many of the Church of
England's traditions were not Biblical.
Since both King James and the state
church persecuted many critics as
criminals, the Pilgrims became
Separatists and fled first to Holland,
then to America. They planned to land in Virginia, where they had a charter from the King to
govern them, but Atlantic storms carried them far north to Cape Cod. Since their charter was
not valid in that region, they needed a new government.
And so on November 21, l620, the Pilgrims drew up and signed the Mayflower Compact
(which is
actually dated
the 11th of
November
because
Britain was
still using the
Julian
calendar). It
said: "For the
glorie of God
and
advancement
of ye Christian
faith, we do... ...covenant and combine ourselves together into a civil body politick...to enact,...
and frame... just and equal laws...for the general good of the Colonie, unto which we promise all
due submission and obedience."
Several of the men aboard did not sign. Did they believe the document was illegal?
The compact was modeled after the church covenant that the Pilgrims had drafted and signed
in l607 when they had first separated from the English Church and fled to Holland. For the next
fifty years, the Mayflower compact served the Pilgrims well, and it became an important
precedent for the idea of a written American Constitution at the Convention of l787.

† Transforming Stewardship
“Therefore, stay awake! For you do not know on which day
your Lord will come.”
Matthew 24:42

P

eople who have had health issues or near-death
experiences generally have a greater appreciation for each
day being a gift from God. The rest of us usually take for granted
that we will be around tomorrow. But when living as a Christian
you start to look at each day as a gift, you realize all the little
miracles that happen daily and grow in gratitude for all that we
have been given.
15
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Brookfield Ecumenical Caroling Concert

7 pm Saturday, December 17, at St. Joseph Church

O

nce again, our choir leaders unite to bring us together with
our fellow townspeople who want to share the joy of the
Advent season with music. We will be able to listen to our various
bell and vocal choirs both separately and together and to sing the
familiar carols of our faith. Again, a free-will offering will go to the
Fuel Fund of Brookfield Social Services, to help our neighbors in
need stay warm all winter.

I

f you have recently celebrated your 70th birthday, you may now be
eligible, at age 70 and a half, to make a tax-free distribution from
your individual retirement account to St. Paul's. Congress has
permanently extended the IRS charitable rollover provisions. Any amount
up to $100,000 can be distributed from your IRA to St. Paul's, without
increasing your taxes. When the donation is transferred directly from
your IRA account, it is not considered federally taxable income for you,
but it does count toward your required minimum distribution. If you are in need of a
sample letter that you may use to request an IRA rollover gift from your IRA administrator,
please contact Beth Miller in our parish office at bethmiller.st.paul@gmail.com

† Socks & Toiletries for the Homeless

A

s the temperature drops and the seasons change remember
homeless people are on their feet all day, and the only
pair of socks they own are very likely to be threadbare. Once
again, this year we are collecting socks and toiletries for the
men’s homeless shelter throughout the winter months. Place
donations in the bins in the back of the church or Crocker Hall.

† Art in the Christian Tradition

Arab women grinding coffee in Palestine.
Published as a stereoscope in September
29, 1905
by Meadville, Pa.: Keystone View
Company
Library of Congress

1905

T

his historical photograph of
Palestinian women preparing
food reminds us of these words from
Matthew: "Two women will be grinding
meal together; one will be taken and one
will be left. Keep awake therefore, for
you do not know on what day your Lord
is coming." (Matthew 24:41-42.) The
lectionary passage from Matthew
describes the eschatalogical taking of
souls, bodily, from the fields, from
preparing the day's meal. The gospel
writer impresses upon us that ordinary
tasks of daily life must be accompanied
by a readiness, a watchfulness, to enter
Christ's kingdom.
17
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† This Sunday’s Readings
Lay Aside the Works of Darkness
Isaiah 2:1-5
n our lesson from the Hebrew Bible the prophet Isaiah sets forth a majestic vision of a
time when people throughout the world will worship the Lord and live in peace with one
another. The mountain of the city of Jerusalem will be raised up to become a symbol of hope
and justice to every nation. Many peoples will look to Jerusalem and to its holy Mount Zion as
the place from which God will issue God’s word and law, bringing about an end to strife and
warfare.

I

Psalm 122
A pilgrim’s song of praise and prayer for the peace of Jerusalem.
Romans 13:11-14
In this reading Paul urges a way of life in full awareness of the nearness of
salvation. Disciples must recognize that the nighttime of sinfulness is
passing. The daylight, the time for new conduct and the following of Jesus
now comes.

Matthew 24:3644
This is what Advent

is. In anticipation of
Matthew 24:36-44
Jesus arriving, we
In our gospel lesson Jesus tells his disciples of the
need for readiness because the Son of Man will come practice now how we
at a day and hour which no one knows. People will
expect to live then.
continue to go about their usual affairs, when
suddenly this time of judgment will happen.
Disciples are to be ever watchful, imaging
themselves like a householder whose alertness could prevent a robbery.

† Pick Up Your Copy Today!
Synthesis CE Study Guides for each weeks readings will
be available at the back of the church.

L

† Sermon Shorts

istening to the Spirit! To replay all our
sermons, audio and videos follow this link
for The Sunday Sermons. Check out our sermon
archives as well.
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† Choir Practice for Sword Points Readers
(click on the red links below to begin your personal practice)

Opening Hymn
Gospel Response
Offertory
Closing Hymn

Lo! He Comes with Clouds Descending
Rejoice! Rejoice Believers Hymn Tune: Munich
I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light
Christ is the World’s True Light

Random Fact of the Week!

D

id you know ...... the first TV dinner
was Thanksgiving leftovers after
Swanson’s
found itself
with a huge
surplus of
frozen turkeys
because of poor
Thanksgiving
sales ?

† Happy Birthday to You!

K

evin
Lally
opens
presents
today. Lauren
Melody & Patricia
Brought celebrate Sunday! Tuesday is
the big day for Gary Stein.
Christopher Goodman will be blowing
out candles on Wednesday. Have a
blessed day everyone

† Lessons and Carols: Save the Date!

O

ur annual Festival of Lessons and Carols will be held on Sunday, December 11 at
5:00 pm. Please mark your calendars and plan to attend this beautiful
service which consists of Scripture readings about the birth of Jesus interspersed
with the singing of traditional carols led by our choir. What a truly
wonderful way to prepare your heart, mind, and voice for Christmas!
Or better yet, if you like to sing, you are welcome to join our
special choir for this service. Rehearsals are on the following three
Mondays from 7-9 pm: Nov 21 & 28, Dec 5 and Thursday, Dec 8. The
only prerequisites are as follows: 1) you like to sing Christmas music,
and 2) you like to be around people who like to sing Christmas
music. No previous participation in the music ministry required!
Please contact Kirsten Peterson to join: kirpeterson@comcast.net

Isaiah 2:4 NIV
* No mention is made of Sword Points.
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"They will beat their
* into plowshares
and their spears into pruning
hooks."
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† Your Prayers Are Requested For…

t is such an intimate time when praying for the health and well being of others and
such a privilege. The people that we lift up to The Lord are part of our hearts for all
time. Please pray for…
.....Fr. George Hall, Joan Kirner and other
parishioners convalescing in extended care facilities.
.....Christ Church, Ansonia; St. Paul’s, Bantam.
.....Peace in Israel, Jerusalem, and the Middle East.
.....Revival at St. Paul’s and the greater Danbury area.
.....Postulants and candidates for Holy Orders; the
Commission on Ministry and its committees.
.....Brenda Darling, Ginny Beck, Jean Stauffer,
Clayton Ferry, Gary Stein, Ed Licence, Sue Balla, Rose Barrett, Lorraine Estok, Jim
Megura, Jay Lawrence, Asta Smith, Alex, Mason, Roger Kovacs & Lee Rybos,
continued healing.
.....the people of Republic of the Congo; the people of the Republic of Uganda; the
Episcopal Diocese of Kansas - The Rt Revd Dean Wolfe; and our sister and brother
members of the Association of Vineyard Churches.
.....Christians in the Middle East facing persecution at the hands of ISIS forces. Pray also
for radical Muslims throughout the world to come to know Jesus Christ.
.....Michael for protection from mortar attacks in Somalia with the UN peacekeeping
service.
…..Brookfield Social Services and the families that will receive Thanksgiving Dinner from
basket collections during the month of November.
.....Athletes of Christ, a ministry partner of the Jericho Partnership, an international sports
ministry reaches others with the Good News of Jesus through the universal language of
sports. In Danbury, the ministry conducts weekly Bible study
meetings and focuses on a 5K walk/run in the spring, and
winter and summer soccer camps for kids.
.....the safe return of Denise’s dog.
.....Michelle, Joyce & John Sarver’s daughter, healing of
cancer.
.....Mary, Mike DeAnzeris’ mother, healing of her broken hip.
.....Beth Miller’s mother, recovering from open heart
surgery.
.....Drew Ross, healing of major surgery for throat cancer.
.....Social Justice.
.....Joe, who is undergoing treatment for Lymphoma.

† This & That & Links

(Click on pictures or red links for more info)

Links We Like
Things That Make You Think
Back Issues of Sword Points

Are you smarter
than a fly?
Three flies and a maggot are the
key eyewitnesses to Jesus' life
in this quirky animated short.
What are you supposed to do
when God comes to visit?
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Just For Fun !

(And Christian Fellowship)

Caption Contest
Winner!

We had a spirited caption
contest that was won by our
Therapy Dog-in-Residence,
Sir Arthur! S’Art took time
from his busy schedule of
mentoring youth of the
Jericho Partnership (below)
to e-mail his winning entry
which is shown as a quote
from Jack Collins on the
right.

“I’m in a Jack of
all trades frame
of mind!”

† It Takes An Editorial Board
Contributors to this Weeks
Sword Points:

M

ary Allen, Chris Barrett, Ray
Ferro, Steve Hemming, Diane
Loring, Bill Loring, Peter
Maier, Dori McManus,
Beth Miller, Nicole
O’Connors, Patrick
O’Connors, Mary Perry,
Ken Perry, Kirsten
Peterson, Reyna
Sampson, John Sarver,
Joe Shepley, Tara
Shepley, David Szen,
Pam Szen, John Tuthill,
Don Winkley and Gail
Winkley.
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