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Dear Ones,

I

t has been said that the heart of the problem is the problem of the
human heart. St. Augustine hit a similar note in his prayer: "O God,
our hearts are restless until they rest in Thee." And Anglican Divine,
John Donne, penned a sonnet with the words, "Batter my heart, threeperson'd God....for You seek to mend."
A metaphor representing our
inner self, the seat of the will
and emotions, the heart can and
does lead us astray apart from
God. Yet because God has put
the quest for eternity within the
human heart, we have hope.
As we worship, we agree to
give God our hearts with the
following words known
traditionally as the 'Sursum
Corda':
Celebrant: Lift up your hearts.
People: We lift them up to the
Lord.
God promises to give us a new heart (Ezekiel 36:26). As we worship
together, may the Holy Spirit direct our hearts heavenward, healing
our inner ache for eternity as only
God can.
St. Paul’s Church
Advent blessings,

174 Whisconier Road
Brookfield, Connecticut 06804
(203) 775-9587

www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com
The Rev. Joseph Shepley, Rector
Beth Miller, Parish Office Coordinator
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† Quilt Raffle

O

n December 18th our quilt will be raffled off.
The proceeds will be used for our Bible Ministry.
Our objective is to replace bibles in our guild room. Have
bibles it give to new families, Pre K thru 12. Bibles to give
away for Beyond the Red Door and Elephant’s Trunk ministries. A table within our church for anyone who needs a
bible and to replace or add to children's bibles in our pews.
Our Mission Statement: “Transforming Lives Through
Jesus,” let us do this by spreading God's word. So buy
many raffle tickets so we can spread God's word and maybe
you will be the one to win a beautiful quilt.
St. Paul's Quilters

† This Week at St. Paul’s
Thu, Dec 1 -

Fri, Dec 2
Sat, Dec 3

-

5:45 pm
7:30 pm
7:30 pm
7:30 pm
5:00 pm
7:30 am
7:30 am
10:00 am

-

Boot Camp, Crocker Hall
Mission Committee, Guild Room
Property Committee, Classroom
Music Night, Sanctuary
Youth Group Wreath Making
Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Crocker Hall
John 21:12 Group, Bridgewater Village Store
PraiseMoves, Crocker Hall

8:00 am
9:30 am
10:30 am
10:30 am
12:15 pm
10:00 am
7:00 pm
7:00 pm
7:00 pm
9:15 am
5:45 pm
7:00 pm
7:15 pm
10:00 am
5:45 pm
7:00 pm
7:30 am
7:30 am
10:00 am

-

Traditional Holy Communion (LiveStream)
Rector’s Forum, Guild Room
Sunday School
Contemporary Holy Communion
Pageant Rehearsal
Christian Caring, Guild Room
Stephen Ministry, Guild Room
Men’s Bible Study, Crocker Hall (LiveStream)
Lessons & Carols Rehearsal, Sanctuary
Ladies Bible Study, Guild Room
Boot Camp, Crocker Hall / Parking Lot
Women’s Evening Ministry, Guild Room
Boy Scouts Troop 5, Crocker Hall
Holy Communion & Healing
Boot Camp, Crocker Hall
Lessons & Carols Rehearsal, Sanctuary
Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Crocker Hall
John 21:12 Group, Bridgewater Village Store
PraiseMoves, Crocker Hall

8:00 am
9:30 am
10:30 am
10:30 am
12:00 pm
5:00 pm

-

Traditional Holy Communion (LiveStream)
Rector’s Forum, Guild Room
Sunday School
Christmas Pageant & Holy Communion
Advent Brunch
Lessons & Carols

Second Sunday of Advent

Sun, Dec 4 -

Mon, Dec 5 -

Tue, Dec 6 -

Wed, Dec 7 Thu, Dec 8 Sat, Dec 10

-

Third Sunday of Advent

Sun, Dec 11 -

Click Below to

Click Below to
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† Praying Is Believing

by John Tuthhill

"The peace of God, beyond all knowing
Now be in your hearts and always showing
May the Holy Spirit, Father and Son
Three Persons all in One
Lead your life to a wonderful place
And fill you up with His loving grace."
A Final Blessing Prayer in Style of a Dr. Seuss Rhyme

G

od is so good. It magnifies the gift that prayer already is to
us when we stop to consider this; even in those many times
when we are utterly unable and entirely at a loss for any "right" words
to pray, these are the times we're promised that the Spirit Himself
steps up. He speaks those "right" prayer of intercession FOR us.
Romans 8:26-27 puts it this way, "...For we do not know what to
pray for as we ought, but the Spirit himself intercedes for us with
groanings too deep for words. And he who searches hearts knows
what is the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for the saints according to the
will of God." What a blessing!
Like the father who in desperation asked Jesus to help his child, even a prayer of ours
that confesses honestly that "...I do believe; help my unbelief!" (Mark 9:24) even this is
responded to by the Lord with such amazing mercy, such amazing grace. It is both
convincing and comforting to hear that even such seemingly feeble prayer and even worship
that begins in such a low state of faith is allowed by God bring us to the full-strength of
saving faith which is necessary
for our salvation. Wouldn't
only seem more natural to
assume we would only have His
grace AFTER first coming to
God in full belief?
Philippians 4:6 says, “Do
not be anxious about anything,
but in everything by prayer and
supplication with thanksgiving
let your requests be made
known to God.” The battle is
already won. No matter what
the situation seems to be. It is a
gift to have the knowledge of
that which comes “praying at all
times in the Spirit, with all
prayer and supplication”
(Ephesians 6:18).
The gift of prayer is a
conversation with God, which
through His help may even be
enjoyed "without ceasing" (1
Thessalonians 5:16-18). The gift of growing in love for Christ increases even what begins
only as a desire-for-the-desire to pray. 1 John 5:14-15 says to have confidence coming to
God in prayer, knowing that He hears us and will grant whatever we ask as long as it is in
His will. And John 14:13-14 says “And I will do whatever you ask in my name, so that the
Son may bring glory to the Father. You may ask me for anything in my name, and I will do
it.” According to these and many other Scriptures, God does hear and will act "… for those
who love God all things work together for good, for those who are called according to his
purpose." (Romans 8:28)
Thanks be to God!
4
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† In the Beginning Was the Word

The
E
Rector’s
Forum

ach Sunday at 9:30, the Rector's Forum continues
with the Gospel of John. The last of the four Gospels
to be written, it emphasizes Jesus' full divinity within a
deeply theological framework while being accessible to
all.
Please join us in the Guild Room for this exciting Bible
study, and expect to be transformed by the Living Word.

† Things You Need to Know for this Week
 1. Our Quilters are raffling their latest creation to raise
money to purchase Bibles to giveaway! See them at
coffeehour.
 2. There is another pageant
rehearsal after the 10:30 service on
Sunday.
 3. The Youth Group Christmas
Wreathes in ready to be picked up
(and paid for).
 4. This is Salvation Army Kettle
Week for us.

Our Daily Bread

O

ur Daily Bread
for September,
October & November is
now available on the
table in the back of the
church. Our Daily
Bread contains a
scripture verse and
meditation for each day.

Name Tags - Please
be courteous to your
fellow parishioners,
to newcomers,
visiting clergy and guests by
extending a warm welcome to them
and by wearing your name tag. And
remember to wear them to coffee
hour as well. It’s the neighborly thing
to do!
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The sacristans for December are
Carol Gurski, Lois Hunt, Patricia
Jennings, Diane Loring, Dori
McManus, Joyce Sarver and Gail
Winkley.

† When You Watch a Sunrise - What Do You See ?

by Steve Hemming

W

henever you are given the opportunity to
see a sunrise, do you ever sense
something unique about it, besides its inherent
beauty? What comes to your mind when you watch
the sun rise up above the horizon? Here are three
thoughts to consider:
A sunrise is –
EVIDENCE OF GOD’S CREATION – “In
the beginning God created the heavens and the
earth.” (Genesis 1:1)
Our Lord Jesus Christ Created the Sunrise - “In
the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with
God, and the Word was God. He was in the
beginning with God. All things were made through
Him, and without Him nothing was made that was made.” (John 1:1-3)

Sunrise at Green Hill Park in Worcester, MA

A sunrise is –
A NEW BEGINNING; A FRESH
START – “Through the Lord’s mercies we
are not consumed, because His compassions
fail not. They are new every morning; Great is
Your faithfulness.” Lamentations 3:22-23
Because of God’s Great Mercy Towards
Us, He Removes All Our Sins - “He has not
dealt with us according to our sins, nor
punished us according to our iniquities. For
as the heavens are high above the earth, so
great is His mercy toward those who fear Him;
as far as the east is from the west, so far has
He removed our transgressions from
us.” (Psalm 103:10-12)

Sunrise on the Atlantic Ocean in Ogunquit, ME

A sunrise is –
A GIFT FROM GOD; HE HAS
MADE A NEW DAY FOR US –
“This is the day the Lord has made.
We will rejoice and be glad in
it.” (Psalm 118:24)
Praise Him and Thank Him for All
the Blessings in Our Lives - “Enter
into His gates with thanksgiving, and
into His courts with praise. Be
thankful to Him, and bless His
name.” (Psalm 100:4)

Sunrise at Wachusett Reservoir in West Boylston, MA

“From the rising
of the sun to its
going down, the
Lord’s name is
to be praised.”
Psalm 113:3
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Sunset on the Mediterranean Sea in Caesarea, Israel

† Transforming Saints of God
Thursday, December 1st

Nicholas Ferrar
Deacon, 1637

N

icholas Ferrar (1592–1637) was the founder of a religious community at Little
Gidding, Huntingdonshire, England, which existed from 1626 to 1646. His family
had been prominent in the affairs of the Virginia Company, but when that company was
dissolved, he took deacon’s orders, and retired to the country. At Little Gidding, his
immediate family and a few friends and servants gave themselves
wholly to religious observance. They restored the derelict church near
the manor house, became responsible for services there, taught many
of the local children, and looked after the health and well-being of the
people of the neighborhood. A regular round of prayer according to
the Book of Common Prayer was observed, along with the daily recital
of the whole of the Psalter. The members of the community became
widely known for fasting, private prayer and meditation, and for
writing stories and books illustrating themes of Christian faith and
morality.
One of the most interesting of the activities of the Little Gidding community was the
preparation of “harmonies” of the Gospels, one of which was presented to King Charles I by
the Ferrar family. The community did not long survive the death of Nicholas Ferrar.
However, the memory of the religious life at Little Gidding was kept alive, principally
through Izaak Walton’s description in his Life of George Herbert: “He (Ferrar) and his
family ... did most of them keep Lent and all Ember-weeks strictly, both in fasting and using
all those mortifications and prayers that the Church hath appointed ... and he and they did
the like constantly on Fridays, and on the vigils or eves appointed to be fasted before the
Saints’ days; and this frugality and abstinence turned to the relief of the poor ...”
The community became an important symbol for many Anglicans when religious orders
began to revive. Its life inspired T.S. Eliot, and he gave the title, “Little Gidding,” to the
last of his Four Quartets, one of the great religious poems of the twentieth century.

† Christmas Giving Tree

A

nnually, Saint Paul’s adopts families
from Brookfield who are financially
struggling. Soon there will be a tree in the back of the
church with gift tags attached listing items requested by
the families. If you would like to bring some extra joy to
the families, please take a tag or two from the tree.
The unwrapped (a change from past years)
gifts are due back to church by Sunday, December
11th, with the tag attached (most important).
Please keep under the maximum limit of $30 per
gift. In addition to the individual families we will
be working with there will also be tags for a holiday
shopping table. This will provide small Gift
items (up to $10: crayons, markers, hats,
mittens, ear phones, movie tickets, etc.) and
holiday necessities (batteries, tape, wrapping paper,
bows, and candy). Please find your tag number on the
clipboard and write your name and phone number in the
corresponding space. Thank you in advance for
showering Christmas blessings on the families.
8
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† Christmas Pageant News

e are preparing for the Christmas pageant. It will be during the 10:30 am
service on Sunday, December 11th.
We will hold 2 brief (30 minute) rehearsals, immediately following the 10:30 services
on Sunday, Nov. 20th and Sunday, Dec. 4th. If your child would like to play one of the
main parts they will need to be at both rehearsals. Children in grade 2 or younger can
play whatever part they would like: angels, animals, townspeople, etc. and they only need
to come on the day of the pageant.
If your child would like a main part please contact Nicole nmoconnors@gmail.com.
Parts will be assigned on a first come, first serve basis, so please speak with your children
and let me know how they would like to be involved as soon as possible.
There will be a pageant brunch immediately following the 10:30 service on the 11th
that all are invited to.

J

† Men’s Bible Study

oin us on Monday nights for this amazing Men’s Bible study! It is based on
Bishop N. T. Wright’s book, Mark for Everyone. In this study, N.T. Wright
helps us find our way around Mark and allows us to feel the urgency and
excitement of Mark's Gospel in a way that is new and fresh. Wright helps us to
find it full of interest and delight, with a powerful message that comes home to the
church to today and tomorrow just as much as it did to the church of yesterday.
All the studies are available on our LiveStream and YouTube channels.
9

† Pray It Up

N

otice the Red and White prayer request
cards in the pew? Each Sunday, fill out
your request, put it in the red bowl on the table on
the way to communion. Then take a card from
the bowl either right then or after service. Pray
for that request for one week. How comforting to know
that your request is being prayed for and that you are praying for
someone else’s! You might just be praying for the person sitting next to you!
Or, if you’d prefer - please send your request to St. Paul’s at prayingnow2@gmail.com!

† Start Spreading the Good News!

C

ontinue steadfastly in prayer, being watchful in it with
thanksgiving. At the same time, pray also for us, that God may open
to us a door for the word, to declare the mystery of Christ, on account of
which I am in prison - that I may make it clear, which is how I ought to
speak. Walk in wisdom toward outsiders, making the best use of the time.
Let your speech always be gracious, seasoned with salt, so that you may
know how you ought to answer each person.
Colossians 4:2-6

COFFEE HOUR HOSTS
Dec 4th
Dec 11th
Dec 18th

8 am - Ferro’s
8 am - Szen’s
8 am - Durkin’s

10:30 am - Amy Tilford
10:30 am - Pageant Brunch
10:30 am - DeSanti / Pascoa

Hebrews 13:2 - Do not neglect to show
hospitality to strangers, for thereby some
have entertained angels unawares.

† Ladies Evening Bible Study
The current study approximately every two weeks. The next
session is Tuesday, December 6th, 7 - 8:30 pm in the Guild
Room.
Twelve Women of the Bible: Life changing stories for women
today.
We will learn about the triumph and failures of Mary
Magdalene, Rebekah, Hannah and nine of women, learning
how to
Apply biblical lessons to your own modern-day
struggles;
Live through failures as well as successes;
Draw near to God in a world filled with trials;
Find lasting contentment;
Overcome rejection and insecurity
And much more.
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The Divine Beauty

“T

here is this great difference between the works of men
and the works of God, that the same minute and
searching investigation, which displays the defects and
imperfections of the one, brings out also the beauties of the
other. If the most finely polished needle on which the art of
man has been expended be subjected to a microscope, many
inequalities, much roughness and clumsiness, will be seen. But if the microscope be
brought to bear on the flowers of the field, no such result
appears. Instead of their beauty diminishing, new beauties and
still more delicate, that have escaped the naked eye, are
forthwith discovered; beauties that make us appreciate, in a
way which otherwise we could have had little conception of,
the full force of the Lord’s saying, ‘Consider the lilies of the
field, how they grow; they toil not, neither do they spin: and yet I
say unto you, That even Solomon, in all his glory, was not arrayed
like one of these.’ The same law appears also in comparing the
Word of God and the most finished productions of men.
There are spots and blemishes in the most admired
productions of human genius. But the more the Scriptures are searched, the more
minutely they are studied, the more their perfection appears; new beauties are
brought into light every day; and the discoveries of science, the researches of the
learned, and the labors of infidels, all alike conspire to illustrate the wonderful
harmony of all the parts, and the Divine beauty that clothes the whole.”
— Alexander Hislop
sacredsandwich.com

A

s part of our outreach, St. Paul’s donates gift cards and nonperishable items to six area food pantries. The non-perishable
items are provided by our generous congregation and are truly appreciated.
Donations for the food pantry can be left in the basket at the back of the
church. Delivery is made to one food pantry each month. Thank you.
11
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† Jericho Partnership: Giving Tree

hile Christmas is indeed a time of joyful
celebration, those who are struggling or
needy often find the holiday stressful; overwhelmed
with life’s challenges, they simply can’t manage or
afford to put presents under the tree.
Jericho’s Giving Tree aims to replace stress
with joy for the people and families we serve, by
providing gifts that might touch their heart and
give them the hope they so sorely need this
Christmas. We’re teaming up with several of
our Partner Congregations, distributing among
approximately 150 Giving Tree ornaments,
each representing a child, adult or family who
would who be blessed beyond measure by
receiving a gift this year.
These are children growing up in poverty
or in single-parent homes, youth who face
challenges and struggles of all varieties,
women who are facing crisis pregnancies,
men who are homeless or fighting their way back from lives of addiction and
families struggling to make ends meet.
The recipients will be from among those served by Jericho’s ministries:
Pathways Danbury Youth Ministries, Young Life, Samaritan Health Center,
Good Samaritan Mission, Hopeline, the Jericho Spring Street Neighborhood
Center, as well as South Street Elementary School and Project CleanStart
participants (our CityServe partners).
Gift-givers are being asked to spend between $20 and $100 on two gifts
for each recipient; gift suggestions will be provided on each ornament,
which will also list their gender and age.
“The people Jericho serves face many challenges,” said Carrie L. Amos,
Jericho’s President. “Showing them love this Christmas, and giving them
hope for the future is what we are called to do. We are looking very forward
to joining together with our
partner congregations and
anyone in the community who
wants to join us, to truly bless so
many of those we serve every
day.”
Anyone interested in
participating in The Jericho
Giving Tree should email Carrie
at carrie@jerichopartnership.org,
or call (203) 791-1180. Gifts
should be purchased and ready
for pick-up by Jericho (or
dropped off at Jericho) on
December 19.
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† The Color Orange in the Rainbow

O

range is not a primary color, but if you mix red and yellow together you will get
orange. Isn’t it awesome that the Lord knew that you had to mix those colors
together to get orange. That is how much He loves us. When He brought the rainbow out
for Noah to see that was one of the colors.
Just as the generations are brought about
through the mixing of chromosomes and genes
that you get different people. God made it
possible for people to marry and bring about
children; then the children grow up and bring
about another group of children; and so on and so forth.
This tells me that God loves beauty no matter what you look
like. There is beauty in the aged and there is a childlike
expression on their faces. Just as God mixed the red and
yellow to make orange, He allows the body to go through the
fazes of aging.
There is only one area in scripture that talks about yellow and that is in Leviticus
13:30-36 and talks about the color of hair in Leprosy. The Lord substituted Gold for
Yellow. Imagine the Lord equating you with Gold. For that is what He sees as you
become more like Him. The Hebrew word for Gold is zahab and the Greek word is
chruseos’. When your life is through Jesus will compare you to the Ark of the Covenant
and the Mercy Seat:
“they shall make an ark of acacia wood; you shall overlay it with pure gold, inside and
out you shall overlay it and shall make on it a molding of gold all around” Exodus 25:1011
“You shall make a mercy seat of pure gold; two and a half cubits shall make two
cherubim of gold; of hammered work you shall make them at the two ends of the mercy
seat.” Exodus 25:17-18
God Bless you all
Susan W. Balla
Ministry on Aging, Episcopal Church in Connecticut
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† Transforming Saints of God
Thursday, December 1st

Charles de Foucauld

Hermit and Martyr in the Sahara, 1916
harles de Foucauld, sometimes referred to as Brother Charles of Jesus, was the
inspiration behind the founding of new religious communities for both men and
women and is often credited with the revival of desert spirituality in the
early twentieth century. Born in France in 1858, Charles was orphaned
at age six and raised by his grandparents. As a young man he lost his
faith, and in spite of the discipline of his grandfather, whom he deeply
respected, Charles lived a life that was a curious mix of laxity and
stubbornness. Against advice, he took a risk-laden journey to Morocco
in the early 1880’s. There he encountered devout Muslims whose
practice of their faith inspired Charles to begin a search for the faith that
was his own. Upon returning to France, he continued his quest, and in
1886, at age 28, re-discovered God and made a new commitment that
would guide the rest of his life. A pilgrimage to the Holy Land
deepened his commitment still further.
Charles entered the Cisterian Order of Strict Observance, the Trappists, first in France
and then in Syria, a commitment of seven years. He then returned to the Holy Land and
lived as a servant to the convent of the Poor Clares in Nazareth. It was there that he began
to develop a life of solitude, prayer, and adoration. The Poor Clares saw in him a vocation
to the priesthood, encouraged him in spite of his reluctance, and Charles was ordained a
priest in 1901.
Charles then moved to the Sahara where his desire was to live a “ministry of presence”
among “the furthest removed, the most abandoned.” He believed his call was to live among
those whose faith and culture differed from his own. To witness to Christ among them was
not to be eloquent preaching or missionary demands, but “to shout the Gospel with his life.”
Charles sought to live so that those who saw his life would ask, “If such is the servant, what
must the Master be like?”

C

Who said: "The ax is already at the
root of the trees, and
every tree that does
not produce good
fruit will be cut
down and thrown
into the fire?"
Matthew 3:4-10 NIV

S

† Happy Birthday to You!

L

eena Bernardo
celebrates
Saturday. Have a
blessed day!

† Electronic Giving

aint Paul’s is pleased to announce the introduction of an electronic option for
making regular offerings. Contributions can now be debited automatically from
your checking/savings account or your credit/debit card. Our new electronic giving
program offers convenience for you and provides much needed donation consistency for our
congregation. There is no cost to you to use this system. Also there will be no changes if
you choose to still use your present method of giving. The system is
simple using the following steps on our website. Sign on to the church
website at www.SaintPaulsBrookfield.com. Click on the blue “Give
Online” button at the top left of the home page. Click on the “Create
Profile” button to create your unique on line profile. After you have
created your profile, follow the on line instructions to schedule your
contribution. If you have any questions, please contact Chuck Allen at
203-775-6633 or treasurer@SaintPaulsBrookfield.com.
14

A

n Old Testament lesson says in part: “The spirit of
the Lord shall rest upon him, the spirit of wisdom
and understanding … the spirit of knowledge and the
fear of the Lord.” How can we better seek
those spirits than by daily prayer, scripture
reading, study and sharing with others?
We need to search on a daily basis to discern just
what God is asking on us in return for all He has given.

† Salvation Army Kettles Are Coming Soon

S

t. Paul’s Parish has been an ardent participant with the Salvation Army
for over 25 years. Through our town wide efforts, every church, for
one weekend, hosts a “Kettle & Bell” to
collect donations for the Army. The Social
Services Department in our Town, vets
those who have “critical and urgent needs”
that cannot be met through their regular
funding. All funds administered are clearly
identified as coming from the Christian
Salvation Army.
St. Paul’s can be proud of our contributions and mission to meet the
worldwide and local needs of the Salvation Army.

15
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† Transforming Stewardship
“Therefore, every tree that does not
bear good fruit will be cut down and
thrown into the fire.” Matthew 3:10b

D

o you bear good fruit for
Christ? Or, do you spend your
time, talent and treasure constantly
acquiring more toys, clutter and junk.
Our time, our talent and our treasure are
gifts that God has given us. What we do
with them is our stewardship, our gift
back to God. What gifts are you
planning to give to the Lord during this
upcoming Christmas season?
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† Choir Practice for Sword Points Readers
(click on the red links below to begin your personal practice)

Opening Hymn
Gospel Response
Offertory
Closing Hymn

W

Prepare the Way, O Zion
There’s a Voice in the Wilderness Crying
Herald, Sound the Note of Judgment Hymn Tune: Regent Square
Hail to the Lord’s Anointed

hy I joined the Saint Paul’s choir: I was
brought up at Saint James in Danbury. It
was a family church and I was also Christened and Confirmed
there. My dad, mom and sister sang in the Chancel Choir.
When I turned eight I started to sing in the children’s choir. I
loved music and the sound of an organ. I came up through the
Junior choir and Chancel choir until my mom wanted to join St.
Paul’s. I started singing in the choir in 1997 and have been in
the choir ever since. I would like to invite you to join us in the
choir. We have a lot of fun and we all love singing. Our choir
rehearsals are on Thursday nights from 7:30 to 9 pm. We need Soprano's, Alto's,
Tenor's, and Basses. We could use some Baritones also. Come join us and sing to the
joy of the Lord.
Susan Balla
St. Paul's Choir Member.

† Lessons and Carols: Save the Date!

O

ur annual Festival of Lessons and Carols will be held on Sunday, December 11 at
5:00 pm. Please mark your calendars and plan to attend this beautiful
service which consists of Scripture readings about the birth of Jesus interspersed
with the singing of traditional carols led by our choir. What a truly
wonderful way to prepare your heart, mind, and voice for Christmas!
Or better yet, if you like to sing, you are welcome to join our
special choir for this service. Rehearsals are on the following three
Mondays from 7-9 pm: Nov 21 & 28, Dec 5 and Thursday, Dec 8. The
only prerequisites are as follows: 1) you like to sing Christmas music,
and 2) you like to be around people who like to sing Christmas
music. No previous participation in the music ministry required!
Please contact Kirsten Peterson to join: kirpeterson@comcast.net
"The wolf will live with the
lamb, the leopard will lie
down with the goat, the calf
and the lion and the yearling
together; and a _______ ______ will lead them."
Isaiah 11:6 NIV
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Brookfield Ecumenical Caroling Concert

7 pm Saturday, December 17, at St. Joseph Church

O

nce again, our choir leaders unite to bring us together with
our fellow townspeople who want to share the joy of the
Advent season with music. We will be able to listen to our various
bell and vocal choirs both separately and together and to sing the
familiar carols of our faith. Again, a free-will offering will go to the
Fuel Fund of Brookfield Social Services, to help our neighbors in
need stay warm all winter.

I

f you have recently celebrated your 70th birthday, you may now be
eligible, at age 70 and a half, to make a tax-free distribution from
your individual retirement account to St. Paul's. Congress has
permanently extended the IRS charitable rollover provisions. Any amount
up to $100,000 can be distributed from your IRA to St. Paul's, without
increasing your taxes. When the donation is transferred directly from
your IRA account, it is not considered federally taxable income for you,
but it does count toward your required minimum distribution. If you are in need of a
sample letter that you may use to request an IRA rollover gift from your IRA administrator,
please contact Beth Miller in our parish office at bethmiller.st.paul@gmail.com

† Socks & Toiletries for the Homeless

A

s the temperature drops and the seasons change remember
homeless people are on their feet all day, and the only
pair of socks they own are very likely to be threadbare. Once
again, this year we are collecting socks and toiletries for the
men’s homeless shelter throughout the winter months. Place
donations in the bins in the back of the church or Crocker Hall.

† Art in the Christian Tradition

Peaceable Kingdom

c. 1834
Edward Hicks, 1780-1849
National Gallery of Art (U.S.)

E

dward Hicks, a primitive
American painter, is well
known for his folk depiction of the
Isaiah prophecy that God will bring
a savior who will usher in a time of
earthly and eschatological peace.
Isaiah 11:6-8 -- "The wolf shall
live with the lamb, the leopard
shall lie down with the kid, the calf
and the lion and the fatling
together, and a little child shall lead
them. The cow and the bear shall
graze, their young shall lie down
together; and the lion shall eat
straw like the ox. The nursing child
shall play over the hole of the asp,
and the weaned child shall put its
hand on the adder's den."
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† This Sunday’s Readings
The Kingdom Is Near
Isaiah 11:1-10
n our lesson from the Hebrew Bible the prophet foresees a time when God will bring forth
a righteous judge and a new spirit of peace in the world. The wise and faithful judge will
come from the stump of Jesse - that is, from the line of the great King David, whose father was
Jesse. The Spirit of the Lord will be his as he defends the humble and slays the wicked. The
new age of peace will extend even to the animal kingdom.

I

Psalm 72:1-7, 18-19
The psalm asks that God endow the king with compassionate justice and righteousness, and
that his reign may extend over all nations and throughout all generations.
Romans 15:4-13
In this reading Paul points to several passages from the Hebrew
scriptures to show how God’s promise that the Gentile peoples should
come to praise God was being fulfilled. The new Roman converts, whom
Paul hopes soon to visit, are urged to live in harmony and to recognize the
manner in which Christ’s ministry has brought these prophecies to
fruition. He is the root of Jesse, that is, the promised son of David, on
whom their hope is to be set.
Matthew 3:1-12
Our gospel lesson tells of the ministry of John the Baptist, his message
of repentance and his prophecy of the mighty one to come. John himself
is the messenger of preparation foretold by Isaiah. He baptizes with water
those who confess their sins and wish to change their ways, but he
chastises those who do not show the fruits of repentance. Soon come the
one who will baptize with the Holy Spirit and with refining fire.

Matthew 3:1-12
This text continues the
Advent theme of preparing
for the arrival of Jesus.
And uses the preaching of
John the Baptist to press
home that preparation
requires internal cleansing
and not just straightening
up around the house.

† Pick Up Your Copy Today!
Synthesis CE Study Guides for each weeks readings will
be available at the back of the church.

B

† Sermon Shorts

e ready! To replay all our sermons,
audio and videos follow this link for
The Sunday Sermons. Check out our
sermon archives as well.
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† Your Prayers Are Requested For…

t is such an intimate time when praying for the health and well being of others and
such a privilege. The people that we lift up to The Lord are part of our hearts for all
time. Please pray for…
.....Fr. George Hall, Joan Kirner and other
parishioners convalescing in extended care facilities.
.....Christ Church, Bethany; St. Thomas’, Bethel;
Christ Church, Bethlehem; Old St. Andrew’s,
Bloomfield.
.....Peace in Israel, Jerusalem, and the Middle East.
.....Revival at St. Paul’s and the greater Danbury area.
.....For the children of the world, the Bishops' Fund for
Children, and for all ECCT ministries for children at risk.
.....Brenda Darling, Ginny Beck, Jean Stauffer, Clayton Ferry, Gary Stein, Ed Licence,
Sue Balla, Rose Barrett, Lorraine Estok, Jim Megura, Jay Lawrence, Asta Smith,
Alex, Mason, Roger Kovacs & Lee Rybos, continued healing.
.....the people of Saint Vincent and the Grenadines; the people of the Republic of Vanuatu;
the Diocese of Karnataka North - (South India) The Rt Revd Ravikumar J. Niranjan; and
our sister and brother members of the Reformed Presbyterian Church in the United States.
.....Christians in the Middle East facing persecution at the hands of ISIS forces. Pray also
for radical Muslims throughout the world to come to know Jesus Christ.
.....Michael for protection from mortar attacks in Somalia with the UN peacekeeping
service.
…..St. Thomas, Bethel and their Food Pantry, which is the recipient of our food basket
collections for the month of December.
.....Pathways Danbury Youth Ministries, a ministry partner of the Jericho
Partnership, which serves youth who are at risk of dropping out of high
school through the Naomi Mentoring Project for girls; Pathways Academy
middle school for boys; Pathways Danbury mentoring program for boys;
and S.A.Y. Yes! Youth Center after-school and summer tutoring, academic
support and whole-life program.
.....the safe return of Denise’s dog.
.....Michelle, Joyce & John Sarver’s daughter, healing of cancer.
.....Mary, Mike DeAnzeris’ mother, healing of her broken hip.
.....Beth Miller’s mother, recovering from open heart surgery.
.....Drew Ross, healing of major surgery for throat cancer.
.....Agriculture.
.....Joe, who is undergoing treatment for Lymphoma.

† This & That & Links

(Click on pictures or red links for more info)

Links We Like
Things That Make You Think
Back Issues of Sword Points

What's Your Perspective?
Through our own narrow lens of
experiences, our viewpoint is
often unclear and unreliable. We
can feel confused and in the dark.
When we realign our perspective
to God’s vision, we can see
clearly.
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Christmas Lay Schedule 2016
December 24th

December 24th

Christmas Eve

Christmas Eve

5:00 PM
Welcoming: Pam Szen
Acolytes: Jack Meyer
Lector: Isaiah 9:2-7 Diane Froelick
Intercessor: Dorothy Crocker
Lay Reader: Phyllis Baskett
Lay Reader: Dave Baskett
Psalm 96 Titus 2:11-14

"It was a very peaceful and
personal service where I was
able to light candles for those
whom I miss at Christmas; I
highly recommend it; you will be in good
hands...Rev. Marilyn is wonderful. - Tara Shepley

9:00 PM
Welcoming: Stephanie Bernardo
Acolyte: Joe Bernardo
Lector: Isaiah 62:6-12 Sandy Chaleski
Intercessor: Lisa Richardson
Lay Reader: Steve Nagy
Lay Reader: John Tuthill
Psalm 97 Titus 3:4-7
Christmas is hard when a person is hurting.
Come and join us on Wednesday, Dec 14, at 7
pm for the service called When Christmas Hurts.
We'll remember the ones we've loved and lost
and pray for our world and all the hurts around
us. We will go to Christ in the Holy Communion
for strength and courage. Please mark your
calendars and come over for this lovely and
peaceful candle-lit service of worship.
The service is held at Christ Church, Redding. If
you are looking for St. Paul's friends to attend
with you, contact Lois Hunt and Pat Jennings.

Pickup Wreaths This Weekend
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December Lay Schedule
Lectors and Intercessors, please remember to check in before the
service in the Vesting Room. Thank You!

December 4th

December 18th

8:00 AM
Welcoming: Peter Maier
Acolyte: John Tuthill
Lector: Isaiah 11:1-10 Sandy Chaleski
Intercessor: Mike Kirner
Lay Reader: Jay Trott
Lay Reader: Don Winkley
Romans 15:4-13 Psalm 72:1-7, 18-19

Healing Sunday
8:00 AM
Welcoming: Joyce & John Sarver
Acolyte: Jack Powell
Lector: Isaiah 7:10-16 Ingrid Pruss
Intercessor: Dorothy Crocker
Lay Reader: Patrcia Jennings
Lay Reader: Don Winkley
Romans 1:1-7 Psalm 80:1-7, 16-18

10:30 AM
Welcoming: Laurie DoBosh / Vito Barbieri
Acolyte: Stephanie Bernardo
Lector: Isaiah 11:1-10 Diane Froelick
Intercessor: Dorothy Crocker
Lay Reader: Joe Bernardo
Lay Reader: Don Winkley
Romans 15:4-13 Psalm 72:1-7, 18-19

10:30 AM
Welcoming: Laurie DoBosh / Kathy DeSanti
Acolyte: Jack Meyer
Lector: Isaiah 7:10-16 Sandy Chaleski
Intercessor: Mary Perry
Lay Reader: Mike Chengeri
Lay Reader: Harlan Jessup
Romans 1:1-7 Psalm 80:1-7, 16-18

December 11th

December 25th
Christmas Day

8:00 AM
Welcoming: Mike Kirner
Acolyte: Jack Powell
Lector: Isaiah 35:1-10 Pam Szen
Intercessor: Steve Nagy
Lay Reader: Dave Baskett
Lay Reader: Phyllis Baskett
James 5:7-10 Psalm 146:4-9
10:30 AM
Welcoming: Laurie DoBosh / Vito Barbieri
Acolyte: Joe Bernardo
Christmas Pageant
Lay Reader: Steve Nagy
Lay Reader: Jim Castronova

10:30 AM
Welcoming: Kathy DeSanti / Vito Barbieri
Acolyte: Ray Ferro
Lector: Isaiah 52:7-10 Lisa Richardson
Lay Reader: Ray Ferro
Lay Reader: Don Winkley
Psalm 98 Hebrews 1:1-12

Mail…..Send us photos and info about your travels, your home group, your pets, your
sports teams to stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com.
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December 2016
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

3

5:45 pm Boot Camp

5:00 pm Youth Group
Wreath Making

7:30 am Men’s
Prayer Breakfast

7:30 pm Mission
Committee

7:30 am John 21:12
Group

7:30 pm Property
Committee

10:00 am PraiseMoves

7:30 pm Music Night

4 2 Advent

5

6

7

8

8:00 am Traditional
Communion
9:30 am Rector’s Forum
10:30 am Sunday School
10:30 am Contemporary
Communion
12:15 am Pageant Rehearsal

10:00 am Christian
Caring

9:15 am Ladies Bible
Study

10:00 am Holy
Communion & Healing

5:45 pm Boot Camp

7:00 pm Stephen

5:45 pm Boot Camp

Ministry

7:00 pm Men’s Bible
Study

9

7:30 am Men’s
Prayer Breakfast

7:00 pm Lessons &
Carols Rehearsal

7:30 am John 21:12
Group

7:00 pm Women’s
Evening Ministry

10:00 am PraiseMoves
10:00 am Jericho Food
Pantry

7:00 pm Lessons &
Carols Rehearsal

12:00 pm Greening of
the Church

11 3 Advent

12

13

14

15

8:00 am Traditional
Communion
9:30 am Rector’s Forum
10:30 am Contemporary
Communion/
Christmas Pageant
12:00 pm Advent Brunch
5:00 pm Lessons & Carols

7:00 pm Men’s Bible
Study

9:15 am Ladies Bible
Study

10:00 am Holy
Communion & Healing

5:45 pm Boot Camp

5:45 pm Boot Camp

7:00 pm Staff Meeting

18 4 Advent
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8:00 am Traditional
Communion
10:30 am Sunday School
10:30 am Contemporary
Communion
6:00 pm Behold the Lamb

7:00 pm Stephen

7:30 pm Vestry Meeting

20
Ministry

7:00 pm Men’s Bible
Study

10

21

9:15 am Ladies Bible
Study
5:45 pm Boot Camp

St. Thomas

10:00 am Holy
Communion & Healing

16

17
7:30 am Men’s
Prayer Breakfast

7:00 pm Healing Team

7:30 am John 21:12
Group

7:30 pm Music Night

10:00 am PraiseMoves

22

23

5:45 pm Boot Camp

24
Christmas Eve

7:30 am Men’s
Prayer Breakfast

7:30 pm Music Night

7:30 am John 21:12
Group

5:00 pm Family
Service
9:00 pm Traditional
Christmas Eve
Service

25 Christmas Day
10:30 am Holy Communion

26

St. Stephen

7:00 pm Men’s Bible
Study

27

28
Holy Innocents

St. John

9:15 am Ladies Bible
Study

29
5:45 pm Boot Camp

10:00 am Holy
Communion & Healing

5:45 pm Boot Camp

30

31

7:30 am Men’s
Prayer Breakfast

9:00 pm New Year’s
Eve Party
11:30 pm
1st Eucharist
of 2017

25
Holy Land Pilgrimage to Israel and Jordan

How Hip Are You?

I

f you are really hip then
you must have A
“Hipster Nativity” set. It
features Joseph sporting
a lumberjack beard and a
man bun while he uses his
iPhone to selfie the
moment as the Segwayriding wise men present
baby Jesus with
amazon.com boxes.

Just For Fun !

Random Fact of the Week!

D

id you know ...... that the tower
of Föra Church contains what
may be
one of
Sweden's
oldest
toilets?

† It Takes An Editorial Board
Contributors to this Weeks
Sword Points:

M

ary Allen, Chris Barrett, Ray Ferro,
Steve Hemming, Diane Loring, Bill
Loring, Dori McManus, Beth Miller, Nicole
O’Connors, Patrick O’Connors, Mary Perry,
Ken Perry,
Kirsten
Peterson, Reyna
Sampson, John
Sarver, Joe
Shepley, Tara
Shepley, David
Szen, Pam
Szen, John
Tuthill, Don
Winkley and
Gail Winkley.
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(And Christian Fellowship)

