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† Grow in the Light
"For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways,"
declares the LORD.
(Isaiah 55:8)
Dear Friends,

I

n our Advent liturgy, we symbolically look for the light together, for at times, our lives
may feel darkened and the light difficult to see on our own. Like the Psalmist (27:9), we
may cry out to God, "Do not hide your face from me." Even so, we continue to seek God as
the gift of faith compels us toward the light of Christ. Consider these words from the
Anglican priest, Roger Salter, regarding how we grow through difficulty:
His rule is incomprehensible in its exercise. It remains a mystery until it is explained by
revelation and results: by as much as he chooses to disclose. His purpose in its appearance
and outworking is often baffling and painful. It does not contribute to our constant yearning
for coziness.
As we go through difficult times, God matures us through discomfort, and we do not give up
hope as Advent people. We believe that the light shines in the darkness and that the
darkness has not overcome it; we believe that God's purifying hand is at work, even when
we fail to understand it at
the time; we press on
believing that God is
working all things for good
for those who love God, and
are called according to His
purposes.
Together, let us pray for
one another as we grow in
the Light of the Lord,

† God Knows What

by John Tuthhill

B

oth the Old and the New Testaments describe worries that believers and non's
experience in life. And, consistently the same solution is found throughout God's
Word. “Cast your cares on the LORD and he will sustain you...” (Psalm 55:22 NLT), and,
“Cast all your anxiety on him because he cares for you” (1 Peter 5:7 NIV).
God declares both; He is willing and He is certainly able to be a strength and a support
in every way conceivable; mentally, emotionally, spiritually,
etc. He even transforms what seemingly can only be threats,
turning those to our benefit and for His glory. A favorite
verse of so many is Romans 8:28 which says that "...for those
who love God all things work together for good.." And this
holds true even at times when we have our doubts, He is
nevertheless still faithful and constant, working for our good
and His glory. No trial will be greater than we can bear and
that He always provide the means of relief (as 1 Corinthians
10:13 puts it, No temptation has overtaken you except what is
common to mankind. And God is faithful; he will not let you
be tempted beyond what you can bear. But when you are
tempted, he will also provide a way out so that you can
endure it).
We are not promised a life without difficulties - the Bible
says that temptation and troubles are "common" to mankind
(1 Corinthians 10:13). But it is only a temporary deception
found in the notions that our problems are our final downfall,
that all our worst worries will come true just the way we
imagine, and, that there is no forgiveness or reconciliation
because we imagine we have out-sinned God's grace. No sin
is too heavy that God cannot lift them off of and throw them
into the deepest sea (so says Psalm 103:11-12).
So, praying at step after the next God's Word will guide.
Reading God's Word or contemplating on it in the face of real worries and concerns gives
them over to Christ. To where else would we go? He is the Savior (John 3:16).
Thanks be to God!

† Happy Birthday to You!

J

anet Franklin & Tara Shepley celebrate today! Friday is
the big day for Brandon Smalls. Joe Bernardo will be
blowing out candles on Saturday. Lori O’Hara will be opening
presents on Monday. Throw a party for Barbara Hock & Diane
Simone on Tuesday. Have a blessed day everyone!

† Transforming Stewardship
“You too must be patient. Make you hearts firm, because the coming of the Lord is at
hand.”
James 5:8

P

atience is another one of those things many
of us struggle with. We want things to go
according to our plan and our schedule. Any
change brings anxiety and fear. Through daily
prayer we better align themselves with God’s will
and His plan, which is far better than anything we
can come up with on our own.
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† Quilt Raffle

O

n December 18th our quilt will be raffled off.
The proceeds will be used for our Bible Ministry.
Our objective is to replace bibles in our guild room. Have
bibles it give to new families, Pre K thru 12. Bibles to give
away for Beyond the Red Door and
Elephant’s Trunk ministries.
A table within our church for
anyone who needs a bible and
to replace or add to children's
bibles in our pews.
Our Mission Statement:
“Transforming Lives
Through Jesus,” let us do
this by spreading God's word. So buy many raffle tickets
so we can spread God's word and maybe you will be the one to
win a beautiful quilt.
St. Paul's Quilters

† This Week at St. Paul’s
Thu, Dec 8 Sat, Dec 10

-

5:45 pm
7:00 pm
7:30 am
7:30 am
10:00 am
10:00 am
12:00 pm

-

Boot Camp, Crocker Hall
Lessons & Carols Rehearsal, Sanctuary
Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Crocker Hall
John 21:12 Group, Panera Bread, New Milford
PraiseMoves, Crocker Hall
Jericho Food Pantry, Danbury
Greening of the Church, Sanctuary

8:00 am
9:30 am
10:30 am
12:00 pm
5:00 pm
7:00 pm
9:15 am
5:45 pm
7:15 pm
10:00 am
7:00 pm
7:30 pm
5:45 pm
7:00 pm
7:30 pm
7:30 am
7:30 am
10:00 am

-

Traditional Holy Communion (LiveStream)
Rector’s Forum, Guild Room
Christmas Pageant & Holy Communion
Advent Brunch
Lessons & Carols
Men’s Bible Study, Crocker Hall (LiveStream)
Ladies Bible Study, Guild Room
Boot Camp, Crocker Hall / Parking Lot
Boy Scouts Troop 5, Crocker Hall
Holy Communion & Healing
Staff Meeting, Rector’s Office
Vestry Meeting, Guild Room
Boot Camp, Crocker Hall
Healing Team, Guild Room
Music Night, Sanctuary
Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Crocker Hall
John 21:12 Group, Panera Bread, New Milford
PraiseMoves, Crocker Hall

8:00 am
10:30 am
10:30 am
6:00 pm

-

Traditional Holy Communion (LiveStream)
Sunday School
Contemporary Holy Communion
Behold the Lamb

Third Sunday of Advent

Sun, Dec 11 -

Mon, Dec 12 Tue, Dec 13 Wed, Dec 14 Thu, Dec 15 Sat, Dec 17

-

Fourth Sunday of Advent

Sun, Dec 18 -

Click Below to

Click Below to
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† In the Beginning Was the Word

The
E
Rector’s
Forum

ach Sunday at 9:30, the Rector's Forum continues
with the Gospel of John. The last of the four Gospels
to be written, it emphasizes Jesus' full divinity within a
deeply theological framework while being accessible to
all.
Please join us in the Guild Room for this exciting Bible
study, and expect to be transformed by the Living Word.

† Five Things You Need to Know for this Week
 1. Our Quilters are raffling their latest creation to
raise money to purchase Bibles to giveaway! There is
still time to by a tix on Sunday before the drawing
 2. Our Christmas Pageant is this Sunday at the 10:30
service with the Advent Brunch to
follow.
 3. Our Annual Festival of
Lessons & Carols takes place this
Sunday at 5 pm. Bring a friend.
 4. The Youth Group Christmas Wreathes in ready to
be picked up (and paid for).
 5. Giving Tree gifts are due back this Sunday!

Our Daily Bread

O

ur Daily Bread
for Dectember,
January & February is
now available on the
table in the back of the
church. Our Daily
Bread contains a
scripture verse and
meditation for each day.

Name Tags - Please
be courteous to your
fellow parishioners,
to newcomers,
visiting clergy and guests by
extending a warm welcome to them
and by wearing your name tag. And
remember to wear them to coffee
hour as well. It’s the neighborly thing
to do!
4

Y

our mission committee is very
pleased to report that we raised
$1,279.59 through the Kettle campaign this
past weekend! Along with a Vestry
budgeted $2,000 we are turning a total of
$3,279.59 to the Salvation Army to be used
locally for “critical and emergency” needs.
If you would like to learn more about the
Northern Fairfield Volunteer Unit of the
Salvation Army, contact any member of
the Mission Committee or Don Winkley.

† With One Accord

by Steve Hemming

“I do not pray for these alone, but also for those who will believe in Me through their
word; that they all may be one, as You, Father, are in Me, and I in You; that they also may
be one in Us, that the world may believe that You sent Me. And the glory which You gave
Me I have given them, that they may be one just as We are one.”
John 17:20-22

J

esus prayed to our Father that we may be one, that the world may believe in our Lord
and Savior. If it is God’s will for us to be unified in
order that those around us may believe in
Him, are we striving towards joining
together as one? If we are not actively
fostering unity, how can we develop a
stronger, more effective bond with one
another for the kingdom?
The phrase “with one accord” is
mentioned multiple times in the book of
Acts. The Greek word for this
expression is homothumadon (Strong’s
#3661), which translated means being
unanimous, having one mind and
purpose. In Acts, the early church set a
great example of oneness for us that we would be well
served to emulate if we are to grow as a body of believers in numbers, strength, and in
power:
THEY GATHERED TOGETHER  Acts 2:1: “When the Day of Pentecost had fully come, they were all with one accord in
one place.”
 Acts 2:46: “So continuing daily with one accord in the temple, and breaking bread
from house to house, they ate their food with gladness and simplicity of heart”
Result – The Lord added to the church daily those who were being saved (Acts 2:47)
THEY PRAYED TOGETHER –
 Acts 1:14: “These all continued with one accord in prayer and supplication, with the
women and Mary the mother of Jesus, and with His brothers.”
 Acts 4:24: “So when they heard that, they raised their voice to God with one accord
and said: “Lord, You are God, who made heaven and earth and the sea, and all that is in
them”
Result – They were filled with the Holy Spirit, and spoke the word of God with
boldness (Acts 4:31)
THEY PERFORMED MIRACLES TOGETHER –
 Acts 5:12: “And through the hands of the apostles many signs and wonders were done
among the people. And they were all with one accord in Solomon’s Porch.”
Result – All sick people and those who were tormented by unclean spirits were healed
(Acts 5:16)
As the body of believers gathered together, they developed a particularly strong bond of
fellowship, or koinonia (Strong’s #2842), a Greek word which means partnership,
communion, or fellowship in the Spirit. As the early Christians continued steadfastly in
fellowship through the breaking of the bread, and in prayer, many signs and wonders
followed (Acts 2:42-43).
Dr. Martin Luther King once said; “There is power in unity and there is power in
numbers.” May we gather as one, that together, through God’s great power we can bear
witness to the resurrection of our Lord Jesus, so that the world may believe in the Son of
God (Acts 4:33).
“I in them, and You in Me; that they may be made perfect in one, and that the world may
know that You have sent Me, and have loved them as You have loved Me.” John 17:23
5

† Transforming Saints of God
Thursday, December 8th

Richard Baxter

Pastor & Writer, 1691

R

ichard Baxter (November 12, 1615 - December 8, 1691) was an
English Puritan church leader, theologian and controversialist,
called by Dean Stanley "the chief of English Protestant Schoolmen."
After some false starts, he made his reputation by his ministry at Kidderminster, and at
around the same time began a long and prolific career as theological writer. After the
Restoration he refused preferment [i. e., an appointment within the Church of England],
while retaining a non-separatist presbyterian approach, and became one of the most
influential leaders of the nonconformists, spending time in prison.
His ministry at Kidderminster continued, with many interruptions, for about 19 years;
and during that time he accomplished many reforms. He formed the ministers in the
country around him into an association, uniting them irrespective of their differences as
Presbyterians, Episcopalians and Independents. The Reformed Pastor was a book which
Baxter published in relation to the general ministerial efforts he promoted.
On the outbreak of the English Civil War, Baxter blamed both parties and recommended
the Protestation, an attempt to avert civil war. In 1647, Baxter was staying at the home of
Lady Rouse, wife of Sir Thomas Rouse, 1st Baronet, of Rouse Lench in Warwickshire.
There, though debilitated by illness, he wrote the most of a major work, The Saints'
Everlasting Rest (1650).
After the Restoration in 1660 Baxter, who had helped to bring about that event, settled in
London. He preached there till the Act of Uniformity 1662 took effect, and looked for such
terms of comprehension as would have permitted the moderate dissenters with whom he
acted to have remained in the Church of England. In this hope he was sadly disappointed.
Church leaders did not wish for such comprehension, and their objective in negotiation was
to excuse their own breach of faith. The Savoy conference [which formed the basis of the
1662 BCP] resulted in Baxter's Reformed Liturgy, though it was cast aside without
(Continued on page 7)

† Christmas Giving Tree

A

nnually, Saint Paul’s adopts families from
Brookfield who are financially struggling. Soon
there will be a tree in the back of the church with gift
tags attached listing items requested by the families. If
you would like to bring some extra joy to the families,
please take a tag or two from the tree.
The unwrapped (a change from past years) gifts
are due back to church by Sunday, December 11th,
with the tag attached (most important). Please
keep under the maximum limit of $30 per gift. In
addition to the individual families we will be
working with there will also be tags for a holiday
shopping table. This will provide small Gift
items (up to $10: crayons, markers, hats,
mittens, ear phones, movie tickets, etc.) and
holiday necessities (batteries, tape, wrapping paper,
bows, and candy). Please find your tag number on the
clipboard and write your name and phone number in the
corresponding space. Thank you in advance for
showering Christmas blessings on the families.
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(Continued from page 6)

Baxter

consideration.
From 1662 until the indulgence of 1687, Baxter's life was constantly disturbed by
persecution of one kind or another. Baxter's health had grown even worse, yet this was the
period of his greatest activity as a writer. He wrote 168 or so separate works -- such treatises
as the Christian Directory, the Methodus Theologiae Christianae, and the Catholic
Theology, might each have represented the life's work of an ordinary man. Without doubt,
however, his most famous and enduring contribution to Christian literature was a devotional
work published in 1658 under the title Call to the Unconverted to Turn and Live. This slim
volume was credited with the conversion of thousands and formed one of the core extrabiblical texts of evangelicalism until at least the middle of the nineteenth century.

Advent Brunch Follows

J

† Men’s Bible Study

oin us on Monday nights for this amazing Men’s Bible study! It is based on
Bishop N. T. Wright’s book, Mark for Everyone. In this study, N.T. Wright
helps us find our way around Mark and allows us to feel the urgency and
excitement of Mark's Gospel in a way that is new and fresh. Wright helps us to
find it full of interest and delight, with a powerful message that comes home to the
church to today and tomorrow just as much as it did to the church of yesterday.
All the studies are available on our LiveStream and YouTube channels.
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† Pray It Up

N

otice the Red and White prayer request
cards in the pew? Each Sunday, fill out
your request, put it in the red bowl on the table on
the way to communion. Then take a card from
the bowl either right then or after service. Pray
for that request for one week. How comforting to know
that your request is being prayed for and that you are praying for
someone else’s! You might just be praying for the person sitting next to you!
Or, if you’d prefer - please send your request to St. Paul’s at prayingnow2@gmail.com!

† Start Spreading the Good News!

F

or the Son of Man came to seek and to save the
lost.”
Luke 19:10

COFFEE HOUR HOSTS
Dec 11th
Dec 18th
Dec 25th

8 am - Szen’s
10:30 am - Pageant Brunch
8 am - Durkin’s
10:30 am - DeSanti / Pascoa
Merry Christmas

Hebrews 13:2 - Do not neglect to show
hospitality to strangers, for thereby some
have entertained angels unawares.

† Ladies Evening Bible Study
The current study meets approximately every two weeks on
Tuesday evenings. Watch the Sunday bulletins and Sword Points
for the next session. They meet 7 - 8:30 pm in the Guild Room.
Twelve Women of the Bible: Life changing stories for women
today.
We will learn about the triumph and failures of Mary
Magdalene, Rebekah, Hannah and nine of women, learning
how to
Apply biblical lessons to your own modern-day
struggles;
Live through failures as well as successes;
Draw near to God in a world filled with trials;
Find lasting contentment;
Overcome rejection and insecurity
And much more.
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† Clarence Bouie: A Life Transformed

D

rug abuse hung like a dark cloud over Clarence Bouie for 17 years of his life,
causing all the hurt and despair one might imagine.
“I thought I’d be dead or in prison,” Clarence said of his younger self. “But I let God do
His plan.”
That plan has led Clarence down some twists and turns, and through more
than one treatment program, but today, with 11½ years of being clean under his belt,
Clarence is living a life filled with joy, with Jesus, and with a new part-time
job at Jericho Partnership. A life, transformed!
This new position on Jericho’s facilities team represents a life come full
circle; Clarence was a client at Discipleship House, a residential ministry that
is now a component of Jericho’s Good Samaritan Mission. And even though
Clarence is now on the payroll, it’s far from his first encounter with Jericho
Partnership. On the contrary, Clarence has been a Jericho volunteer (as well
as paid summer staff) for about eight years – working primarily with kids at
our Spring Street Neighborhood Center.
“My mother always said, ‘when something good happens, it happens for a
reason. But it ain’t no good if you don’t give back,’” he said. So, for several
years now, he’s been dispensing love – and even tough love, because he
knows the kinds of challenges they face – to the kids at Spring Street.
“I love those kids,” he said. “When I see them smile, I’m good. I’m
content. I don’t need no Rolls Royce or a big house on the hill. When I go
home, I just can’t wait to wake up again and go back to Jericho.”
Clarence’s road to recovery began in Maryland (he’s from Annapolis) and
went through a program called Teen Challenge in Rochester, NY. That program, which was
also for adults, provided counseling and education aimed at helping clients stay off drugs.
He graduated without a real plan for his life, and soon experienced pain with his back. That,
he said, is where the enemy got a foothold.
“I felt the enemy saying, ‘I got ya now because you didn’t have a plan,’” Clarence said.
God once again led him to Pivot Ministry in Bridgeport, where he also found some
temporary success. A final push led him to Danbury, and our ministry here.
“That place is where I was discipled. I got my high school diploma. I got my own
apartment. I got a job,” he said. “Now, I enjoy my life the right way. Jericho keeps me
sane. It keeps me clean.”
Throughout his challenging years, Clarence had a relationship with the Lord. “I was
baptized in the Church of Christ at age 28. We fall. It ain’t about how you fall; it’s about
how you get up.”
Clarence shared his story of transformation at Jericho’s Annual Gala on December 1;
the theme for the night is “transformation through mentoring,” and Clarence’s journey is
rich with people who he says have spoken truth – even difficult truth – into his life.
“So many different people told me what I needed to hear, but in a positive helpful tone,”
he said. “When I am in a depressed mood, I just go see them. I don’t have to go find the
drug man – I just go to Jericho Partnership.”
Whether you have a few hours
once a year or a few hours a week,
you can make a difference…
change a life … and help transform
a city. St. Paul’s & Jericho are
here to encourage, equip and
empower you – your small group,
your friends, and family – to love
and serve our city’s most
vulnerable people. Contact Fr.
Joe, Pam Szen or the Jericho
Partnership for more info.
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B

ecause of this week’s Collect, some
call Advent III “stir-up” Sunday. As
stewards, how do we seek to be stirred-up so
we may faithfully respond to God’s will for
us in this journey of life we travel” What are
the tools we use so we might be fashioned
into the bread and nourishment God wants not
only for us, but for us to share with others?

S

† Electronic Giving

aint Paul’s is pleased to announce the introduction of an electronic option for
making regular offerings. Contributions can now be debited automatically from
your checking/savings account or your credit/debit card. Our new electronic giving
program offers convenience for you and provides much needed donation consistency for our
congregation. There is no cost to you to use this system. Also there will be no changes if
you choose to still use your present method of giving.
The system is simple using the following steps on our
website. Sign on to the church website at
www.SaintPaulsBrookfield.com. Click on the blue “Give
Online” button at the top left of the home page. Click on
the “Create Profile” button to create your unique on line
profile. After you have created your profile, follow the on
line instructions to schedule your contribution. If you
have any questions, please contact Chuck Allen at 203775-6633 or treasurer@SaintPaulsBrookfield.com.
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† Scholarly Speaking
What’s in a Name?

R

ecently one of our readers noticed that in Luke 23:42 the Good Thief addressed
Jesus on the Cross simply as Jesus: “Then he said, ‘Jesus, remember me when you
come into your kingdom.” He could not recall another instance where our Lord is addressed
by the name alone, and wondered if it were unique, and what
significance it might have.
An online search of the Gospels (using the NRSV) did not
reveal any other examples, and (while neither your scholar
nor his computer is infallible) our reader seems to be correct
on this point. All other direct addresses to Christ use one of
various titles, such as Master, Rabbi, Son of David, or Lord,
sometimes with the name Jesus, but often with the title
alone. This does not, however, hold up in other versions of
the NT. The KJV, for example, has, “And he said unto
Jesus, Lord, remember me when thou comest into thy
kingdom.” This does reflect many later Greek MSS as well
as the Latin Vulgate, but the oldest and best Greek texts do
agree with the NRSV
translation, and I think
we can take that as the
authentic reading.
There is not a great
deal to go on in
evaluating the possible
significance of this form. I looked at several
commentaries and none of them even mention the form
of address used here. Further, references to Jesus very
often do use the name alone so there does not seem to
be any violation of standard usage in this case. It is
unusual though, and it might be interesting to consider
some possible reasons for it:
Jesus is simply the Greek form of the Hebrew/
Aramaic name Joshua, which is directly derived
from the word for savior, thus it is itself both a
name and a title and it is a safe assumption that the
thief knew this.
Matthew and
o you have a question you
John both tell us that the inscription over the cross gave
would like answered by our the name Jesus (although Mark and Luke omit this detail),
Scholar-in-Residence? Send your
the thief might simply have read it and used it.
ecclesiastical, liturgical, doctrinal,
One of the main effects of crucifixion is strangulation
so that speech would be difficult, saving his breath would
historical or other inquiries to:
be a significant consideration
Stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com.

D

Fr. Bill Loring, Scholar in Residence

Of whom did Jesus say: "Among
those born of
women there
has not risen
anyone
greater than
[he]?"
Matthew
11:11 NIV
12

A

s part of our outreach, St.
Paul’s donates gift cards and
non-perishable items to six area food
pantries. The non-perishable items are
provided by our generous congregation
and are truly appreciated. Donations
for the food pantry can be left in the basket at
the back of the church. Delivery is made to one
food pantry each month. Thank you.
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† Choir Practice for Sword Points Readers
(click on the red links below to begin your personal practice)

Opening Hymn
Gospel Response
Offertory
Closing Hymn

On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry
Hark! A Thrilling Voice is Sounding Hymn Tune: Stuttgart
Watchman, Tell Us of the Night
Tell Out, My Soul, the Greatness of the Lord!

Watchman, Tell Us of the Night

J

ohn Bowring wrote the words of this hymn. Bowring was a brilliant man who had a
special gift for languages. He is reputed to have learned a hundred different
languages during his lifetime, and translated poetry into English
from a number of languages. Because he was brilliant and good
with languages, the British government appointed him to a
number of jobs that required him to travel throughout Europe as
well as to Syria and even Siam - modern Thailand. He learned
Chinese and served as the British governor of Hong Kong in the
mid-1800s.
“Watchman, Tell Us of the Night” was probably inspired by
a rather obscure oracle in Isaiah 21:11-12, which says:
“One calls to me out of Seir,
‘Watchman, what of the night?
Watchman, what of the night?’
The watchman said,
‘The morning comes, and also the night.
If you will inquire, inquire. Come back again.'”
The darkness of night presents many dangers, so a watchman
would need to be especially alert during the hours of darkness.
The dark of night is also when gremlins and goblins run through
our consciousness and disturb our sleep. Darkness inspires both fear and depression.
In this hymn, each verse is composed of two short speeches by a traveler (each speech is
two lines). The watchman answers each of these short speeches with a short response (each
response is two lines).
The traveler asks the watchman for “signs of promise” - and asks whether a beautiful
star promises joy and hope. The watchman assures the traveler that it does (v. 1).
The traveler asks further about the star, and the watchman says that the star promises
blessedness and light - peace and truth (v. 2).
The traveler notes that the dawn is near, and the watchman acknowledges that doubt and
terror lose their power when “darkness takes its flight” (v. 3). The third verse closes with
these words:
“Watchman, let thy wandering cease;
Hide thee to thy quiet home!
Traveler, lo, the Prince of Peace,
Lo, the Son of God is come!”
We associate this hymn with Advent and Christmas, when we are celebrating the coming
of the Prince of Peace, the Son of God.
Scripture quotations from the World English Bible.
Copyright 2014, Richard Niell Donovan
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Brookfield Ecumenical Caroling Concert

7 pm Saturday, December 17, at St. Joseph Church

O

nce again, our choir leaders unite to bring us together with
our fellow townspeople who want to share the joy of the
Advent season with music. We will be able to listen to our various
bell and vocal choirs both separately and together and to sing the
familiar carols of our faith. Again, a free-will offering will go to the
Fuel Fund of Brookfield Social Services, to help our neighbors in
need stay warm all winter.

I

f you have recently celebrated your 70th birthday, you may now be
eligible, at age 70 and a half, to make a tax-free distribution from
your individual retirement account to St. Paul's. Congress has
permanently extended the IRS charitable rollover provisions. Any amount
up to $100,000 can be distributed from your IRA to St. Paul's, without
increasing your taxes. When the donation is transferred directly from
your IRA account, it is not considered federally taxable income for you,
but it does count toward your required minimum distribution. If you are in need of a
sample letter that you may use to request an IRA rollover gift from your IRA administrator,
please contact Beth Miller in our parish office at bethmiller.st.paul@gmail.com

† Socks & Toiletries for the Homeless

A

s the temperature drops and the seasons change remember
homeless people are on their feet all day, and the only
pair of socks they own are very likely to be threadbare. Once
again, this year we are collecting socks and toiletries for the
men’s homeless shelter throughout the winter months. Place
donations in the bins in the back of the church or Crocker Hall.

† Art in the Christian Tradition
c. 1903
Pablo Picasso, 1881-1973
Metropolitan Museum of
Art (NYC)

The Blind Man’s Meal (detail)

F

or those of us in
the sighted world,
we cannot imagine being
unable to see. We are
moved to pity for those
who do not "see" the
world in the way that we
do. But Picasso's painting
forces us to reconsider; his
subject touches the pitcher
of wine, and holds the
bread, symbols of Christ's
own life and death. The
"blind" man may indeed
"see" God far more deeply
than those of us who are
distracted by the busyness
of the sighted world.
15
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† This Sunday’s Readings
Preparing the Way
Isaiah 35:1-10
n the reading from the Hebrew Bible the prophet envisions a time of abundance and
healing for Israel. As when the people were led out of Egypt into the promised land, so
this new return will be in the power of God. Retribution will fall upon the Lord’s enemies, but
there will be water in the wilderness for the redeemed. In words that are later used by Jesus to
describe what is taking place in his ministry, the prophet foretells an age when the blind and
deaf, the lame and dumb will be healed.

I

Psalm 146:4-9
A hymn of praise to the Lord, who forms the world and rules in justice, who heals and cares
for the needy.
James 5:7-10
This lesson is an exhortation to patient expectation in preparation for the coming of the Lord.
One may learn from the farmer, who must wait for the crop to ripen, or from the prophets who
bore suffering with patience. Such endurance excludes a grumbling blaming of one another.
The Lord will come soon.

Matthew 11:2-11
In our gospel passage Jesus responds to a
question from John the Baptist about his
mission and then describes John’s ministry.
Jesus’ answer to John’s question suggests that
people must make up their own minds about
his role while observing the healings that are
taking place in accordance with ancient
prophecies. Those who hear Jesus are also to
recognize that John is a prophet and more: he
is the one who prepares for the Lord’s coming.

Matthew 11:2-11
Jesus honorably does NOT answer the
question directly. Instead, he tells the
followers of John to go back and report
what they themselves have seen and
heard. In other words, make up your own
mind; you decide who I am.

† Pick Up Your Copy Today!
Synthesis CE Study Guides for each weeks readings will
be available at the back of the church.

W

† Sermon Shorts

hat does it mean in your life to bear fruit? To
replay all our sermons, audio and videos follow
this link for The Sunday Sermons. Check out our sermon
archives as well.

Did you miss last week’s Children’s sermon? Click here to watch it.
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† Your Prayers Are Requested For…

t is such an intimate time when praying for the health and well being of others and
such a privilege. The people that we lift up to The Lord are part of our hearts for all
time. Please pray for…
.....Fr. George Hall, Joan Kirner and other
parishioners convalescing in extended care facilities.
.....St. Stephen’s, Bloomfield; St. George’s, Bolton;
Trinity, Branford.
.....Peace in Israel, Jerusalem, and the Middle East.
.....Revival at St. Paul’s and the greater Danbury area.
......Those who advocate at the local, state, national, or
global level for the poor, the lonely, and the
oppressed.
.....Brenda Darling, Ginny Beck, Jean Stauffer, Clayton Ferry, Gary Stein, Ed Licence,
Sue Balla, Rose Barrett, Lorraine Estok, Jim Megura, Jay Lawrence, Asta Smith,
Alex, Mason, Roger Kovacs & Lee Rybos, continued healing.
.....the people of Seychelles; the people of the Republic of Abkhazia; the Diocese of Kericho
- (Kenya); and our sister and brother members of the Old German Baptist Brethren, New
Conference.
.....Christians in the Middle East facing persecution at the hands of ISIS forces. Pray also
for radical Muslims throughout the world to come to know Jesus Christ.
.....Michael for protection from mortar attacks in Somalia with the UN peacekeeping
service.
…..St. Thomas, Bethel and their Food Pantry, which is the recipient of our food basket
collections for the month of December.
.....Good Samaritan Mission, a ministry partner of the Jericho Partnership, a broad-based
Gospel Rescue Mission ministry that provides shelter for
homeless men, case work, compassionate care. Its programs
include counseling, Christ-centered 12-steps, employability
education, transitional living units, + Bible study .
.....the safe return of Denise’s dog.
.....Michelle, Joyce & John Sarver’s daughter, healing of
cancer.
.....Mary, Mike DeAnzeris’ mother, healing of her broken hip.
.....Beth Miller’s mother, recovering from open heart surgery.
.....Drew Ross, healing of major surgery for throat cancer.
.....the unemployed.
.....Joe, who is undergoing treatment for Lymphoma.

† This & That & Links

(Click on pictures or red links for more info)

Links We Like
Things That Make You Think
Back Issues of Sword Points
Presiding Bishop's Sermon Celebration of the Spirit
The Presiding Bishop's sermon
from the "Celebration of the
Spirit" worship service of the
Episcopal Church in
Connecticut, Nov. 20, 2016 at
the Convention Center in
Hartford.
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Just For Fun !

(And Christian Fellowship)

Caption
Contest
It’s time for another caption
contest. Send
your entry
StPaulsSwordPoints@gmail.co
m.

† It Takes An Editorial Board
Contributors to this Weeks
Sword Points:

M

ary Allen, Chris
Barrett, Ray Ferro,
Steve Hemming, Diane
Loring, Bill Loring, Dori
McManus, Beth Miller,
Nicole O’Connors, Patrick
O’Connors, Mary Perry,
Ken Perry, Kirsten Peterson,
Reyna Sampson, John
Sarver, Joe Shepley, Tara
Shepley, David Szen, Pam
Szen, John Tuthill, Don
Winkley and Gail Winkley.
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