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† #TBT - We All Change. God Does Not.
For this reason I remind you to fan into flame the gift of God, which is in you through
the laying on of my hands.
(2 Timothy 1:6)
Dear Friends,

O

n this "Throwback Thursday," your Rector offers
himself by way of evidence of how time flies. On
December 14, 1996, two Bishops of Olympia (covering
Western Washington state), along with roughly twenty
other priests, laid hands together and ordained a priest.
Most priests celebrate their ordination at twenty-five
years, so let's not get ahead of ourselves! What we truly
celebrate is
God's gift to
us in Jesus,
whether we are
ordained or not, as
we all share a calling of
glorifying God in word and deed by loving,
worshipping and following Christ. This
Advent season, may we all prepare for the
coming of Christ in making the most of God's
gift of time by serving the Lord together,
moment by moment.
Harry Potter-type spectacles "were in" in 1996.
The photo of a priest's first Mass shows that.
Not so
much
anymore.
Some even
dye their
hair grey
too after a while! We all change. God does not, for
Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, today, and forever
(Hebrews 13:8). And thanks be to God for that.
What a joy it is to be called as your priest in this time.
Together, we fan the flame of God's love,

† Knowing Jesus

A

by John Tuthhill

t least one person in the Bible that encountered Jesus seemed to already know quite
a lot about Him - but all without actually knowing Jesus in any personal sense.
Nicodemus knew much about the Lord and this knowing-without-knowing in the personal
sense may have been the salt that
made him thirst for finding a
knowing relationship with Him.
Jesus patiently explained to
Nicodemus (in John 3:3-15) the
startling notion of how he must be
"born again." Nicodemus certainly
came to the right person for getting
to know God: “In Christ all the
fullness of the Deity lives in bodily form” (so says Colossians 2:9). Jesus is the "Word of
God made flesh" (John 1:14) and reveals God through His words and works. It was Jesus
that said that no one comes to God the Father except by Him (John 14:6).
Romans 10:17 says, “So faith comes from hearing, and hearing by the Word of Christ.”
We can get to know ABOUT God there but going further we are also learning to know God
by obeying the command to be filled with the Holy Spirit. Being born-again as believers we
always have the Holy Spirit, but Ephesians 5:15-21 says to also walk in
the Spirit and surrender to His will. Prayer too, of course, is a way to
draw closer to God better. Who better to spend time with? even when at
a loss for the "right" words, the Spirit is promised to intercede for us in
the absolute best way possible “through wordless groans” (Romans 8:26).
Group Bible studies and being together with brothers and sisters in Christ
is also a way to stay best connected and growing. We are not limited to
only "know" (about) God - we can have the gift to KNOW Him even as
we are known.
Thanks be to God!

Christmas Calendar
Sun, Dec. 18
Sat, Dec. 24
Sun, Dec. 25

- Fourth Sunday of Advent
6:00 pm - Behold the Lamb
- Christmas Eve
5:00 pm - Family Service
9:00 pm - Traditional Service
- Christmas Day
10:30 am - Holy Communion Service

† Transforming Stewardship
“When Joseph awoke, he did as the angel of the Lord had
commanded him and took his wife into his home.”
Matthew 1:24

P

utting our complete trust in the Lord without
expecting anything in return. Striving to put God first
in all things and follow Him wherever He may led us. As
Christians we prepare for the birth of our Lord, pray for the
strength and courage to be a model of discipleship, just as
Joseph was.
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† Quilt Raffle

T

his Sunday, December 18th our quilt will be raffled
off during the second service coffee hour. So there’s
still a chance to get your ticket.
The proceeds will be used for our Bible Ministry. Our
objective is to replace bibles in our guild room. Have bibles
to give to new families, Pre K thru 12. Bibles
to give away for Beyond the Red
Door and Elephant’s Trunk ministries. A table within our
church for anyone who needs a
bible and to replace or add to children's bibles in our pews.
Our Mission Statement: “Transforming Lives Through Jesus,”
let us do this by spreading God's word. So buy many raffle
tickets so we can spread God's word and maybe you will be
the one to win a beautiful quilt.
St. Paul's Quilters
Who was Mary's (Jesus' mother) husband?

Matthew 1:24-25 NIV

† This Week at St. Paul’s
Thu, Dec 15 Sat, Dec 17

-

5:45 pm
7:00 pm
7:30 pm
7:30 am
7:30 am
10:00 am
10:00 am

-

Boot Camp, Crocker Hall
Healing Team, Guild Room
Music Night, Sanctuary
Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Crocker Hall
John 21:12 Group, Panera Bread, New Milford
PraiseMoves, Crocker Hall
St. Paul’s Quilters, Crocker Hall

8:00 am
10:30 am
10:30 am
6:00 pm
7:00 pm
7:00 pm
9:15 am
5:45 pm
7:15 pm

-

Traditional Holy Communion (LiveStream)
Sunday School
Contemporary Holy Communion
Behold the Lamb
Stephen Ministry, Guild Room
Men’s Bible Study, Crocker Hall (LiveStream)
Ladies Bible Study, Guild Room
Boot Camp, Crocker Hall / Parking Lot
Boy Scouts Troop 5, Crocker Hall

10:00 am
5:45 pm
7:30 pm

-

Holy Communion & Healing
Boot Camp, Crocker Hall
Music Night, Sanctuary

7:30 am
7:30 am
5:00 pm
9:00 pm

-

Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Crocker Hall
John 21:12 Group, Panera Bread, New Milford
Family Christmas Eve Service
Traditional Christmas Eve Candlelight Service
(LiveStream)

10:30 am

-

Christmas Day Holy Communion

Fourth Sunday of Advent

Sun, Dec 18 -

Mon, Dec 19 Tue, Dec 20 -

St. Thomas, Apostle

Wed, Dec 21 Thu, Dec 22 Sat, Dec 24

-

Click Below to

Christmas Eve
Click Below to

Christmas Day

Sun, Dec 25 -
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If you missed last Sunday’s Christmas Pageant you can watch it again here.

T

A Big Pageant Thank You!

hank you so much to everyone that made the pageant brunch
possible on Sunday. We had a record number of parishioners
stay to celebrate with us after the service and we could
not have pulled that off without the generous donations
and assistance from many of you. Thank you to all
those that took time, during this very busy advent
season, to assist the Sunday School with this event.
An extra special thank you to Lisa Meyer and LeAnna
and Pete Brennen who set up all of the food and
cleaned up afterwards, to Doug Melody who set up
all of the tables and chairs and to Dorothy Crocker
and Joan Boehm who helped kids with costumes.
Thank you all so much for donating your time. We are so appreciative.
We wish you all a very merry Christmas. Just a reminder that Sunday School will
not be held on Sunday, December 25th and Sunday, January 1st. All classes will resume
on Sunday, January 8th.
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Forum on break
The Rector Forum
will not meet on
Dec. 18, Dec. 25,
and Jan 1. We
resume on Jan 8.

† In the Beginning Was the Word

The
E
Rector’s
Forum

ach Sunday at 9:30, the Rector's Forum continues
with the Gospel of John. The last of the four Gospels
to be written, it emphasizes Jesus' full divinity within a
deeply theological framework while being accessible to
all.
Please join us in the Guild Room for this exciting Bible
study, and expect to be transformed by the Living Word.

† Things You Need to Know for this Week
 1. Our Quilters are raffling their latest creation to raise money to
purchase Bibles to giveaway! There is still time to by a tix on Sunday
before the drawing during the second service coffee hour.
 2. No Rector’s Forum this week. :(
 3. Our Annual Behold the Lamb presentation will
take place this Sunday at 6 pm. Bring a friend.
 4. Take a Hanger. Fill a Hanger. We are
starting a coat drive this weekend.
Bring an extra coat with you to
church.
On Ordained Ministry...

“W

ho could assume this office, until his heart had first been set
on fire by the holy and fire-proved oracles of God, while the
Scriptures were opened to him, and he had got those oracles written down
thrice on the tablet of his heart, so that he should have the mind of Christ?”
–St. Gregory Nazianzen, Apologetic Discourse

Year End Donations - Donors must deliver checks on or by
Sunday, December 25th in order to claim a charitable contribution
deduction for 2016. Checks that are placed in the church offering on the first
or subsequent Sundays in 2017 will not qualify for a charitable contribution
for 2016, even if the check is predated to 2016 or actually written in 2016.

Name Tags Please be courteous
to your fellow
parishioners, to
newcomers, visiting clergy and
guests by extending a warm welcome
to them and by wearing your name
tag. And remember to wear them to
coffee hour as well. It’s the
neighborly thing to do!
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† Do Not Withhold Good

by Steve Hemming

“Do not withhold good from those to whom it is due, when it is in the power of your
hand to do so. Do not say to your neighbor, “Go, and come back, and tomorrow I will give
it,” when you have it with you.”
Proverbs 3:27-28

W

hen someone approaches you with a need for support, how do you respond? Do
you listen attentively and provide tangible help? Or, do you simply speak some
“kind” words to them, go on your way, and have no intention of offering any real
assistance?
Jesus our Lord did not come
into this world to be served, but to
serve, and to give His life as a
ransom for many (Mark 10:45).
Since Jesus laid down His life for
us, the Apostle John tells us that
we also should lay our lives down
for others (1 John 3:16). John
went on to say that “whoever has
this world’s goods, and sees his
brother in need, and shuts up his
heart from him, how does the love
of God abide in him?” (vs. 17)
Likewise, James wrote, “Suppose
a brother or sister is without
clothes or daily food. If anyone of
you tells him, “Go in peace; stay
warm and well fed, but does not
provide for his physical needs, what good is that?” (James 2:15-16)
Relating to the James passage, the crux of my concern is that we too often express words
of interest towards others, but then do not back up what we say with action. For example,
when was the last time someone told you
they would pray for you, but didn’t pray
for you right there, on the spot? Did you
ever wonder if they even prayed for you at
all?
I have been guilty of saying I would pray
for someone, and didn’t. And I’ve also not
followed up on helping others when I said
I would. As a result of these not so
admirable experiences, I have felt the
Lord’s conviction in my heart to become
more of a doer of the word (James 1:22)
and resultantly, consistently do what I say
I will do. Do your actions speak louder
than your words? Or, vice-versa?
If the love of God truly dwells in us, we
will be actively responsive to the needs of
others. After all, we are called to bear one
another’s burdens (Galatians 6:2), and also
encouraged to comfort the fainthearted,
uphold the weak, and be patient with all (1
Thessalonians 5:14)
“Therefore, as we have opportunity, let us
do good to all, especially to those who are
of the household of faith.”
Galatians 6:10
7

† This Date on the Church Calendar
Wednesday, December 21st

St. Thomas, Apostle

T

he Apostle Thomas (Hebrew or Aramaic for "twin") was
also called "Didymus" (Greek for "twin"). He was absent
when the Risen Lord appeared to the other apostles on the evening
of Easter Day, and refused to believe that Christ had indeed risen
until he had seen him for himself, but when he had seen Him, he
said to Him, "My Lord and My God." (John 20:19-29)
Because of this episode, he has been known ever since as
"Doubting Thomas." But we ought also to remember his earlier
words, when Jesus announced His intention of going to the
Jerusalem area, brushing aside the protests of His disciples that His
life was in danger there, at which Thomas said to the others: "Let
us also go, that we may die with him." (John 11:7,8,16) If Thomas
was pessimistic, he was also sturdily loyal.
At the Last Supper, Jesus said: "I go to prepare a place for
you.... And whither I go ye know, and the way ye know." Thomas
replied: "Lord, we know not whither thou goest, and how can we
know the way?" To this Jesus answered: "I am the way, the truth
and the life." (John 14:1-6)
Thomas is mentioned again (John 21) as one of the seven
disciples who were fishing on the Sea of Galilee (Sea of Tiberias)
when the Risen Lord appeared to them. Aside from this he appears
in the New Testament only as a name on lists of the Apostles. A
couple of centuries later a story was circulating in the Mediterranean world that he had gone
to preach in India; and there is a Christian community in India (the Kerala district) that
claims descent from Christians converted by the preaching of Thomas. The tradition among
Christians in India is that Thomas was speared to death near Madras, and accordingly he is
often pictured holding a spear. Paintings of martyrs often show them holding or
accompanied by the instruments with which they were put to death. A recently discovered
work called the Gospel of Thomas is a collection of sayings attributed to Jesus. I know of
no scholarly support for the notion that it is the work of the Apostle Thomas, but some
scholars think that some of the sayings in it may be authentic sayings of Jesus.
These things did Thomas hold for real:
the warmth of blood, the chill of steel,
the grain of wood, the heft of stone,
the last frail twitch of blood and bone.
His brittle certainties denied
that one could live when one had died,
until his fingers read like Braille
the markings of the spear and nail.
May we, O God, by grace believe
and, in believing, still receive
the Christ who held His raw palms out
and beckoned Thomas from his doubt.
(Thomas Troeger, 1984, Psalter/Hymnal of the Christian Reformed Church)
by James Kiefer

J

† Men’s Bible Study

oin us on Monday nights for this amazing Men’s Bible study! It is based on Bishop N.
T. Wright’s book, Mark for Everyone. In this study, N.T. Wright helps us find our way
around Mark and allows us to feel the urgency and excitement of Mark's Gospel in a way that
is new and fresh. Wright helps us to find it full of interest and delight, with a powerful
message that comes home to the church to today and tomorrow just as much as it did to the
church of yesterday. All the studies are available on our LiveStream and YouTube channels.
8

† Transforming Saints of God
Thursday, December 15th

John Horden

Bishop & Missionary in Canada, 1893

J

ohn Horden (1828 – January 12, 1893) was the first Anglican Bishop of Moosonee,
Canada.
On May 10, 1851, he received a letter from Church Missionary Society, informing him
that the bishop of Rupert's Land had made a request for a schoolmaster at Moose Factory,
and that he had been appointed to fill the position. They also told him to prepare to leave
within a month, and indicated that they desired he marry and take his
wife out to assist him in his missionary work. Although he was less
than enthused about the appointment, he immediately prepared for his
new position. He contacted the woman of his choice, a young lady
who herself had missionary inclinations, and she agreed to marry him.
On June 8, 1851, they set sail for Canada. Horden spent much of his
time on the trip by continuing his studies of the Greek Testament and
beginning the study of the Cree language.
He went among the natives, writing down new words as he heard
them and, after eight month's effort, was able to preach to the natives
without an interpreter. He was ordained a priest during this period.
Soon Horden had prepared a prayer book, a hymnal, and translations
of the Gospels in the Cree language.
Then in 1865, Horden and his family, which now included five
children that he and his wife had had in Canada, sailed back to England so that his children
could be educated. Upon Horden's return to England, he found he was very well-known
throughout the British Isles, and became a popular and sought-after speaker. In 1867,
Horden returned with his wife to James' Bay.
In the autumn of 1872, Horden received a message to return to England to be
consecrated as a bishop, and on December 15, 1872, he and two others were ordained in a
ceremony involving eight other bishops, including Bishop Anderson, who had first ordained
Horden 20 years earlier.
He continued to serve as bishop of his huge territory, making pastoral visits to as many
parts of his huge diocese as possible, despite his having a serious problem with rheumatism.
In his later years, he also worked diligently to finish his translation of the Bible into the
Cree language.

Take a Hanger
Fill a Hanger

We are holding a Coat Drive to benefit the various agencies in Danbury
supported by the Jericho Partnership. “Take a Hanger” from the rack we’ll have
at the back of the church this weekend. Check your closets for those unused
coats. And ““Fill
Fill a Hanger.” Bring it back to St. Paul’s and we’ll get that coat on
the back of someone who needs it. Our goal is to collect 24 coats by January 1st.
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† Scholarly Speaking
Random Thoughts on Ordination

A

t today’s mass (I write on Wednesday evening) our Rector revealed that he is
celebrating the twentieth anniversary of his ordination to the priesthood. He also
made some kind references to the celebration of my fiftieth last June, and promised a bigger
deal for his twenty-fifth. I am sure that there will be much more on this elsewhere in this
issue of Sword Points, but offer some thoughts on the whole matter of ordained ministry.
In our current Prayer Book, the Preface to the Ordinal (p. 510) makes three assertions
about an Anglican understanding of Holy Orders. First, that “since the time of the New
Testament, three distinct orders of ordained ministers have been characteristic of Christ's
holy Catholic Church.” These are defined as bishops, presbyters
(commonly known as priests), and deacons. Second, that “the persons who
are chosen and recognized by the Church as being called by God to the
ordained ministry are admitted to these sacred orders by solemn prayer and
the laying on of episcopal hands.” The Preface insists that this practice of
ordination by bishops is necessary to exercise these offices of ministry.
Finally, “it is also recognized and affirmed that the threefold ministry is not
the exclusive property of this portion of Christ's catholic Church, but is a
gift from God for the nurture of his people and the proclamation of his
Gospel everywhere.” For this reason, the form of ordination is to be widely
recognized as suitable for this purpose.
While there are certainly differences in details (and greater differences
on other issues) This pattern of ministry is shared by Anglicans, Roman
Catholics, Old Catholics (many of whom also share more directly in
Anglican fellowship), and the various Eastern and Oriental churches. Many
of the Reformation churches also share, at least partly, in this pattern. It is
interesting to note that when Seabury returned to Connecticut as our first
(Anglican) bishop the surrounding (and dominant)
Congregationalists began referring to the senior pastors of their
congregations as bishops also - not meaning quite the same thing,
but acknowledging, and claiming for themselves, that this is part
of the New Testament pattern of ministry.
As I look back, the twenty year point was when I felt that I had
finally come to some real understanding of what my own ministry
involved and certainly had more stamina than I do now to actually
do it. I was feeling my age this morning, and remarked that the
traditional ceremonial for bishops must have assumed that they
were elderly by the time they reached that point, and treated them
as lame (the crosier is historically a walking staff), going blind (a
chaplain would be assigned to hold a candle next to anything he
had to read), hard of hearing (when he had to sing something a
cantor would be appointed to
o you have a question you
come up and sing it into his ear
would like answered by our first), and subject to drooling
Scholar-in-Residence? Send your
(whenever he sat down a
chaplain would spread a gremial
ecclesiastical, liturgical, doctrinal,
or ceremonial napkin in his lap.
historical or other inquiries to:
I pray that Fr. Joe will have many more years of effective
Stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com.
ministry before he even starts to join me in decrepitude.

D

Fr. Bill Loring, Scholar in Residence

† Official Prayer of the Sword Points Editorial Board

A

lmighty God, keep us, we pray thee, from thinking of ourselves more highly than we
ought to think, and ready at all times to step aside for others, that the cause of
Christ may be advanced; through the same Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
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“M

y soul proclaims the greatness of
the Lord; my spirit rejoices in God
my Savior.” If we truly believe these words, as
Mary witnessed she did (through the best and the
worst), how are our love of God and response to
His commission to us reflected in our daily lives
and interactions with others - not just at
“official” season of giving, but all year through?

S

† Electronic Giving

aint Paul’s is pleased to announce the introduction of an electronic option for
making regular offerings. Contributions can now be debited automatically from
your checking/savings account or your credit/debit card. Our new electronic giving
program offers convenience for you and provides much needed donation consistency for our
congregation. There is no cost to you to use this system. Also there will be no changes if
you choose to still use your present method of giving.
The system is simple using the following steps on our
website. Sign on to the church website at
www.SaintPaulsBrookfield.com. Click on the blue “Give
Online” button at the top left of the home page. Click on
the “Create Profile” button to create your unique on line
profile. After you have created your profile, follow the on
line instructions to schedule your contribution. If you
have any questions, please contact Chuck Allen at 203775-6633 or treasurer@SaintPaulsBrookfield.com.
The voice of him that crieth in the wilderness, Prepare ye the way of the LORD, make
straight in the desert a highway for our God.
Isaiah 40:3
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† Pray It Up

N

otice the Red and White prayer request
cards in the pew? Each Sunday, fill out
your request, put it in the red bowl on the table on
the way to communion. Then take a card from
the bowl either right then or after service. Pray
for that request for one week. How comforting to know
that your request is being prayed for and that you are praying for
someone else’s! You might just be praying for the person sitting next to you!
Or, if you’d prefer - please send your request to St. Paul’s at prayingnow2@gmail.com!

† Start Spreading the Good News!

A

nd Jesus came and said to them, “All authority in heaven and
on earth has been given to me. Go therefore and make
disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father
and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all
that I have commanded you. And behold, I am with you always, to
the end of the age.”
Matthew 28:18-20

COFFEE HOUR HOSTS
Dec 18th
Dec 25th
Jan 1st

8 am - Durkin’s
10:30 am - DeSanti / Pascoa
Merry Christmas!
Happy New Year!

Hebrews 13:2 - Do not neglect to show
hospitality to strangers, for thereby some
have entertained angels unawares.

† Ladies Evening Bible Study
The current study meets approximately every two weeks on Tuesday
evenings. Upcoming sessions will be on December 27th and January
3rd, 10th and 31st. They meet 7 - 8:30 pm in the Guild Room.
Twelve Women of the Bible: Life changing stories for women
today.
We will learn about the triumph and failures of Mary Magdalene,
Rebekah, Hannah and nine other women, learning how to
Apply biblical lessons to your own modern-day struggles;
Live through failures as well as successes;
Draw near to God in a world filled with trials;
Find lasting contentment;
Overcome rejection and insecurity
And much more.
For more info, please contact Dori McManus at (203) 7881977 or dorimcmanus@snet.net

12

† Transforming Saints of God
Thursday, December 15th

Robert McDonald
Priest, 1913

R

obert McDonald was a priest, missionary, and archdeacon, who served among the
First Nations peoples of Canada.
McDonald was born in 1829 in Point Douglas, Manitoba. He attended local schools,
worked alongside his father on the family farm, and married Julia Kuttag with whom he had
nine children.
Rev. McDonald with his two young sons.
Although McDonald showed initial reluctance, he
responded to the church’s call to mission service
among the native peoples of Canada. He was
ordained a priest in 1853 and took charge of the
Islington Mission on the Winnipeg River. It was
there that he discovered his gift for languages and it
was there that he became fluent in the language of the
Ojibway Tribe and began to translate the Bible.
In 1862, the Church Missionary Society
persuaded McDonald to establish a new mission at
Fort Yukon. It was here, as later at Fort McPherson,
where McDonald made his enduring contribution to
the tribes of the Tinjiyzoo Nation. He developed a
written alphabet for the Tukudh language so that the
people could read the texts of the Christian tradition. He also published a grammar and
dictionary in Tukudh, both of which remain standard reference works. Over the next forty
years, working together with his wife, Julia, and other translators, he accomplished the
translation of the whole of the Bible, the Book of Common Prayer, a hymnal and other texts.
Possessing these commons texts was critical not only to the Christian mission, but also had
a unifying impact on the common life of the various tribes in the region.
McDonald retired from the Church Missionary Society in 1904 and lived in Winnipeg,
Manitoba, until his death in 1913. He is buried in the cemetery of St. John’s Anglican
Cathedral.

Click on the picture above to watch our Lessons & Carols again.
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† Choir Practice for Sword Points Readers
(click on the red links below to begin your personal practice)

Opening Hymn
Gospel Response
Offertory
Closing Hymn

Lift Up Your Heads, Ye Mighty Gates!
Jesus! Name of Wondrous Love Hymn Tune: St. Bees
The Word Whom Earth and Sea and Sky Hymn Tune: Winchester New
Blest be the King Whose Coming Hymn Tune: Valet will ich dir geben

Lift Up Your Heads, Ye Mighty Gates

T

his hymn comes from a devastating time in 17th-century Europe - the Thirty-Years’
War (1618-1648). The struggles between the Protestant princes of Bohemia and the
tyranny of the Catholic Emperor led to untold suffering bringing on disease and famine.
Yet, this is an era that has given to Christianity some of its finest German hymns: “Now
thank we all our God” by Martin Rinkart, “Ah, holy Jesus, how hast thou offended” by
Johann Heermann, and the hymns of Paul Gerhardt, several of which were translated by
John Wesley. Among these hymns is Georg Weissel’s reflection on Psalm 24:7.
Georg Weissel (1590-1635) was a Prussian scholar, school-teacher and pastor who wrote
about 20 hymns. Most of Weissel’s hymns are on the themes related to the various seasons
of the Christian Year.

There are envelopes on the back table for anyone wishing
to remember loved ones and friends this Christmas season
by placing a beautiful poinsettia plant in the church in their
memory. All names will be listed in the Christmas Eve
bulletin. Memorials are due by Sunday. If you have any
questions, please contact Gail Winkley, 203-775-3343 or
gailwinkley@yahoo.com.

T

† Starting in January

he Ladies Tuesday AM Bible Study will be studying, ROMANS, starting
Tuesday, January 10th at 9:15 am in the Guild Room.
In Romans, the Apostle Paul unfolds God's way to righteousness - how we can be
reconciled to God, transformed into the The LORD commanded Ahaz to
people He means us to be. Sin,
ask him for
salvation, grace, death, and resurrection- a sign.
no other biblical book illumines so many How did
classic, live changing truths.
Ahaz rePlease join us in study on Tuesday's spond?
from 9:15 -11 am. Please register by
Isaiah 7:10
January 3rd by emailing Debbi Pomeroy -12 NIV
at debbi415@aol.com. Workbooks are
$10.
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† Vestry Meeting
November 9th
Opening: The meeting was opened with
prayer by David Williams at 7:33 pm.
Bill Schrull led a Bible study on love, 1
Corinthians 13. We must treat each other
with love during this time of turmoil - treat
each other with love so that Christ may be
made known. Joan Boehm gave her
testimony, how she grew up in the church
but wasn’t involved. After a divorce and
9/11 she needed peace. She was looking for
a church home and came to a funeral at St.
Paul’s and stayed. Looking for a way to get
involved she came to Bible study and was
led to become a mentor through Jericho,
started teaching Sunday School at St. Paul’s
and trained for the Chaplaincy program,
becoming a visitor to people in nursing
homes. After a rocky start she formed
special relationships, sharing God’s comfort,
looking for ways to serve the Lord. The
October minutes were approved as
circulated.

Treasurer’s Report: Expenses exceed
income by $48,000 YTD as of October,
$19,000 behind last year. Endowments are
still up 10.8% for the year.

Wellness Ministry and
Beyond the Red Door.
Rector’s Report: The
Diocesan convention is
November 19th -20th with the
Presiding Bishop, Michael Curry, coming to
preach. George Crocker will celebrate that
Sunday at St. Paul’s and Mary Perry will
give the message. Tara Shepley is now a
postulant and will be going to the convention
service with Fr. Shepley. There were 250
people in church on November 6th partly due
to baptisms and another 50 people in the
afternoon at a private baptism Fr. Shepley
did because of space issues.
Old Business: Patrick O’Connors thanks all
who participated in Trunk or Treat. Trades
of Hope was also a success, Patrick thanks us
for our support. The fund raiser for
purchasing Bibles to replace worn ones and
to give away is going forward with
a quilt raffle. Covenant Sunday is
November 13th.
New Business: There was a
discussion on the topic “Is St.
Paul’s bearing fruit and how can
we measure it.” Some ways are the
maturity of believers and surrendering to the
Spirit .
Closing: The meeting was closed with
prayer at 9:26 pm led by Fr. Shepley.

Committee Reports: Written reports were Respectfully submitted,
submitted by Dave Allen for Property; Mary Lois Hunt, Clerk of the Vestry
Perry for the Prayer Team, Stephen Ministry,

Who was the
author of the
book of Romans?
Romans 1:1
NIV

A

s part of our outreach, St. Paul’s donates
gift cards and non-perishable items to
six area food pantries. The non-perishable items
are provided by our generous congregation and
are truly appreciated. Donations for the food
pantry can be left in the basket at the back of the church. Delivery
is made to one food pantry each month. Thank you.

C

ovenant Envelopes for 2017 are in the back of the church. Please take yours and
those of any friends who may be absent, as this helps us save on mailing
costs. Please do not use the 2017 green envelopes until the new year, and do not use
the 2016 goldenrod envelopes after December 25, 2016; otherwise it will be credited
to your 2017 account. If you do not wish to use the covenant envelopes, as long as
your gift can be identified, an account is established in your name and you will
receive quarterly statements. If you have any questions, please contact Beth Miller,
Financial Secretary, at 203 775-9587 or bethmiller.stpaul@gmail.com. Thank you.
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† God is Blessing CityServe Projects
South Street School Partnership
our mornings a week, just as the school day begins, South Street Elementary
School’s cafeteria is filled with the sound of reading. Adults reading to kids; kids
reading back to adults. Laughter and high-fives. This is the sound of progress.
The Reading Buddy program is into the third month of its second full semester at the
school. Today, 25 students are being mentored by volunteers who desire to help them
improve their reading skills. Plans are in place to double the
census during this academic year, according to Jericho
President Carrie L. Amos. The need is great.
You see, these children are from families where English is
not spoken at home. Many have parents who are immigrants
and, for a variety of reasons, simply cannot help them with their
studies. So they fall behind. Far behind. Jericho’s Reading
Buddy program - underway at this Title I school recommended
by Danbury school officials - is already making an impact.
Although the program is still so new, those participating have
either maintained or slightly improved the grade level at which
they can read and comprehend. Others - who struggle with
other challenges in addition to reading - are making untold
progress simply by demonstrating an ability to sit with
volunteer Reading Buddies.
“Each of these children has needs we might never fully
comprehend, but each of them has the potential to soar,” said
Amos.
“Our
Reading Buddy program helps unlock
this potential by addressing a most
basic skill - the ability to read. The
volunteers who work with these
children are such a gift. We can’t
turn our backs on these kids, so we
DO need more volunteers to serve
even just one hour per week, in the
morning before most people go to
work, to work with these students,”
she said.
If you’d like to help unlock the
future for these children, contact
volunteer@jerichopartnership.org and
say you’d like to be a Reading

F

Whether you have a few hours
once a year or a few hours a week,
you can make a difference…
change a life … and help transform
a city. St. Paul’s & Jericho are
here to encourage, equip and
empower you – your small group,
your friends, and family – to love
and serve our city’s most
vulnerable people. Contact Fr.
Joe, Pam Szen or the Jericho
Partnership for more info.
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† Jericho Partnership: Giving Tree

hile Christmas is indeed a time of joyful
celebration, those who are struggling or
needy often find the holiday stressful; overwhelmed
with life’s challenges, they simply can’t manage or
afford to put presents under the tree.
Jericho’s Giving Tree aims to replace stress
with joy for the people and families we serve, by
providing gifts that might touch their heart and
give them the hope they so sorely need this
Christmas. We’re teaming up with several of
our Partner Congregations, distributing among
approximately 150 Giving Tree ornaments,
each representing a child, adult or family who
would who be blessed beyond measure by
receiving a gift this year.
These are children growing up in poverty
or in single-parent homes, youth who face
challenges and struggles of all varieties,
women who are facing crisis pregnancies,
men who are homeless or fighting their way back from lives of addiction and
families struggling to make ends meet.
The recipients will be from among those served by Jericho’s ministries:
Pathways Danbury Youth Ministries, Young Life, Samaritan Health Center,
Good Samaritan Mission, Hopeline, the Jericho Spring Street Neighborhood
Center, as well as South Street Elementary School and Project CleanStart
participants (our CityServe partners).
Gift-givers are being asked to spend between $20 and $100 on two gifts
for each recipient; gift suggestions will be provided on each ornament,
which will also list their gender and age.
“The people Jericho serves face many challenges,” said Carrie L. Amos,
Jericho’s President. “Showing them love this Christmas, and giving them
hope for the future is what we are called to do. We are looking very forward
to joining together with our partner congregations and anyone in the
community who wants to join us, to truly bless so many of those we serve
every day.”
Anyone interested in participating in The Jericho Giving Tree should
email Carrie at carrie@jerichopartnership.org, or call (203) 791-1180. Gifts
should be purchased and ready for pick-up by Jericho (or dropped off at
Jericho) on December 19.

† Happy Birthday to You!

E

lsa Cutting & Natalina Schappach celebrate today!
Saturday is the big day for Norma Schofield. Bake a
cake on Monday for Rose Barrett. Gregory Schofield will
be another year older and wiser on Tuesday. Have a blessed
day everyone!
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† This Sunday’s Readings
Jesus the Messiah
Isaiah 7:10-16
n the first lesson we hear that the prophet Isaiah insists that King Ahaz of Judah will
receive a sign of a young woman bearing a son to be called Emmanuel. Ahaz was more
inclined to depend on political alliances than on the Lord. Isaiah prophesied that, by the time the
infant began to make his own choices, the Lord would destroy Judah’s immediate enemies.
Christians have seen the ultimate fulfillment of the prophetic words in the birth of Jesus.
Psalm 80:1-7, 16-18
A lament and a plea to the Lord, the shepherd of Israel, that God will turn away divine anger
and restore the people.

I

Romans 1:1-7
Paul greets the new disciples in Rome and summarizes the gospel message. The prophecies
concerning one to be descended from King David in human terms, and
declared Son of God through the power of the Holy Spirit by resurrection
from the dead, have been fulfilled. The Lord Jesus Christ has giving grace
and the commission of apostleship to bring peoples of all nations and
obedience.
Matthew 1:18-25
The gospel tells the story of the birth of Jesus.
Matthew 1:18-25 While she was betrothed to Joseph, Mary finds that
she is bearing a child. But an angel tells Joseph
Joseph was indeed
not to fear: this is the work of the Holy Spirit. The
righteous. But more baby is to be named Jesus, which means “The Lord
saves.” The evangelist perceives this birth to be
importantly, he was
the fulfillment of ancient prophecy which told of a
merciful, faithful, and virgin who would bear a son. The narrative makes
courageous.
clear the divine origin of this child who will save
the people from their sins.

† Pick Up Your Copy Today!
Synthesis CE Study Guides for each weeks readings will
be available at the back of the church.

T

† Sermon Shorts

he Imitation of Christ. How do you imitate
Jesus in your life? To replay all our sermons,
audio and videos follow this link for The Sunday
Sermons. Check out our sermon archives as well.
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Brookfield Ecumenical Caroling Concert

7 pm Saturday, December 17, at St. Joseph Church

O

nce again, our choir leaders unite to bring us together with
our fellow townspeople who want to share the joy of the
Advent season with music. We will be able to listen to our various
bell and vocal choirs both separately and together and to sing the
familiar carols of our faith. Again, a free-will offering will go to the
Fuel Fund of Brookfield Social Services, to help our neighbors in
need stay warm all winter.

I

f you have recently celebrated your 70th birthday, you may now be
eligible, at age 70 and a half, to make a tax-free distribution from
your individual retirement account to St. Paul's. Congress has
permanently extended the IRS charitable rollover provisions. Any amount
up to $100,000 can be distributed from your IRA to St. Paul's, without
increasing your taxes. When the donation is transferred directly from
your IRA account, it is not considered federally taxable income for you,
but it does count toward your required minimum distribution. If you are in need of a
sample letter that you may use to request an IRA rollover gift from your IRA administrator,
please contact Beth Miller in our parish office at bethmiller.st.paul@gmail.com

† Socks & Toiletries for the Homeless

A

s the temperature drops and the seasons change remember
homeless people are on their feet all day, and the only
pair of socks they own are very likely to be threadbare. Once
again, this year we are collecting socks and toiletries for the
men’s homeless shelter throughout the winter months. Place
donations in the bins in the back of the church or Crocker Hall.

† Art in the Christian Tradition
The Dream of Saint Joseph

c. 1642-43
Philippe de Champaigne, 1602-1674

S

aint Joseph, Christ's earthly father, has a dream telling him that
Mary's child is from God. New Testament (Matthew 1: 18ff.)
Champaigne painted this subject at least three times. This one was
possibly commissioned for the now demolished church of the Minimes
near the present Place des Vosges, Paris.
Champaigne was the leading French portrait painter of the reign of
Louis XIII. He was employed by the king and by Cardinal Richelieu,
for whom he executed the series of portraits for which he is chiefly
remembered. Champaigne was also a prolific painter of altarpieces and
religious paintings, such as 'The Dream of Saint Joseph'.
Champaigne came from Flanders, and was born and trained in
Brussels. He came to Paris in 1621 and began his career working on the
decoration of the Luxembourg Palace for the queen mother, Marie de
Médicis. His style reflects his Flemish origins and the robust realism of
Rubens. His handling of drapery recalls that of ancient Roman statues.
In 1648 Champaigne became a founder member of the French
Academy, but under the influence of Jansenism, he withdrew
increasingly from the court, and concentrated on portraits of leading
Jansenists. The style of these, and of his devotional works of the time,
mirrors the austere religious doctrine of that movement.
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† Your Prayers Are Requested For…

t is such an intimate time when praying for the health and well being of others and
such a privilege. The people that we lift up to The Lord are part of our hearts for all
time. Please pray for…
.....Fr. George Hall, Joan Kirner and other
parishioners convalescing in extended care facilities.
.....Calvary St. George’s, Bridgeport; St. Luke/St.
Paul, Bridgeport; St. John’s, Bridgeport.
.....Peace in Israel, Jerusalem, and the Middle East.
.....Revival at St. Paul’s and the greater Danbury area.
.....For the ministry of the Midnight Runs. For soup
kitchens and food pantries in parishes and as parish
partners.
.....Brenda Darling, Ginny Beck, Jean Stauffer, Clayton Ferry, Gary Stein, Ed Licence,
Sue Balla, Rose Barrett, Lorraine Estok, Jim Megura, Jay Lawrence, Asta Smith,
Alex, Mason, Roger Kovacs & Lee Rybos, continued healing.
.....the people of Somaliland; the people of Niue; the Diocese of Kilmore, Elphin & Ardagh
- (Armagh, Ireland) The Rt Revd Ferran Glenfield; and our sister and brother members of
the Myanmar Baptist Convention.
.....Christians in the Middle East facing persecution at the hands of ISIS forces. Pray also
for radical Muslims throughout the world to come to know Jesus Christ.
.....Michael for protection from mortar attacks in Somalia with the UN peacekeeping
service.
…..St. Thomas, Bethel and their Food Pantry, which is the recipient of our food basket
collections for the month of December.
.....Bethany Christian Services, a ministry partner of the Jericho Partnership; Bethany, the
nation's largest adoption agency, opened its doors in
Connecticut in 2011 with a mission to show the love of Christ
by providing social services to children. Bethany's counseling
and adoption procedures are free of charge for birth mothers.
.....the safe return of Denise’s dog.
.....Michelle, Joyce & John Sarver’s daughter, healing of cancer.
.....Mary, Mike DeAnzeris’ mother, healing of her broken hip.
.....Beth Miller’s mother, recovering from open heart surgery.
.....Drew Ross, healing of major surgery for throat cancer.
.....Schools and Colleges.
.....Joe, who is undergoing treatment for Lymphoma.

† This & That & Links

(Click on pictures or red links for more info)

Links We Like
Things That Make You Think
Back Issues of Sword Points
The Man & The Birds
One man's epiphany comes
from an unlikely source. He
was intellectually opposed to
the idea of God taking the
form of a man, until one
Christmas Eve, when he found
the Truth in the snow. .
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Just For Fun !

(And Christian Fellowship)

Random
Fact of the
Week!

"Great color! Where
did you get your mani?"

D

id you
know ......
that
Bubble Wrap
was originally
intended to be
used as wallpaper? How could they
possibly think that was a good idea?

† It Takes An Editorial Board
Contributors to this Weeks
Sword Points:

M

ary Allen, Chris Barrett, Ray Ferro,
Steve Hemming, Diane Loring, Bill
Loring, Dori McManus, Beth Miller, Nicole
O’Connors,
Patrick
O’Connors, Mary
Perry, Ken Perry,
Kirsten Peterson,
Reyna Sampson,
John Sarver, Joe
Shepley, Tara
Shepley, David
Szen, Pam Szen,
John Tuthill, Don
Winkley and Gail
Winkley.
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Caption Contest
Our caption contest winner is Pam Mannion.
Pam, Sir Arthur has offered you a free mani.
Whenever you’re ready, he’ll take you to his vet!

