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Sword PointsSword PointsSword Points   
Transforming Transforming 

Lives Through Lives Through 

Jesus ChristJesus Christ  

†  "O Come, Let Us Adore Him" 
 

"We saw his star in the east and have come to worship him." (Matthew 2:2) 

 

Dear Family and Friends of St. Paul's, 

W e worship Jesus at St. Paul's Parish, just as the Magi did, and as all true followers of 

Christ have throughout the ages.  Fulfilling the prophecy that, "Nations will come to 

your light and kings to the brightness of your dawn" (Isaiah 60:3), God continues to draw 

people from all walks of life, and all over the world, to Jesus. 

This world needs a Savior.  Jesus is forever the hope of the ages, born to die, that in our 

death, we might live.  Put your faith in Christ, the resurrection and the life, and worship him 

in the beauty of holiness. 

Join us for our Christmas worship, and may God bring about new birth in our souls as we 

behold the glory of Lord and sing, "O Come, let us adore him." 

Christmas blessings and cheer to you and your loved 

ones, 

 

 Christmas Calendar 
  

Sat, Dec. 24 - Christmas Eve 
 5:00 pm -  Family Service 
 9:00 pm - Traditional Service 

Sun, Dec. 25 - Christmas Day 
 10:30 am -  Holy Communion Service 

http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com
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†  King Sized Bed 
 by John Tuthhill 

 

T 
hat Star of Bethlehem which appeared to the magi must have been like no other.  
It is told of moving from Jerusalem south to Bethlehem, not from east to west as 
others do.  This "star" also led directly to where Joseph, Mary and the "Little 

Lord" Jesus were staying before it 
simply stopped exactly overhead 
to indicate the destination - 
something my GPS never does.  
Was it a star at all?  My study 
Bible suggests that this was no 
star, but instead a moving 
appearance of the "Shekinah 
Glory" itself.  Shekinah is 
translated from a word meaning 
“dwelling of God,” and it was a 
shining light of stellar intensity 
which is a visible presence of the 
Lord (such as in Exodus 13:21).  
By day, the Shekinah was the 
pillar of cloud that led God's people and then changed to a pillar of fire to led them on by 
night. 

Why the "King of Kings" would be born in a place where animals were kept and why an 
animals’ food trough would 
serve as the crib for God’s 
own Son in the lowliest of 
circumstances is a most 
compelling part of the Lord's 
signature on this event.  His 
humblest birth circumstance 
is an amazing message to all 
of creation: God made 
Himself low in order to come 
to us.  He is approachable 
from the time He is born to 
any and to all that seek Him. 
Jesus is the "Light of the 
World" and He is the 
promised "light that shines in 
the darkness."  He came 
humbly to us when we were 
yet sinners - Hallelujah! 

Thanks be to God! 

†  Transforming Stewardship 
 

“And the Word became flesh..”  John 1:14a 
 

J esus is God’s ultimate gift of love to us.  The 

countless other blessings that God showers upon 

us are nothing compared to the gift of His only Son.  

The only appropriate way for us to respond to such 

generous love is with our own generous love.  When 

we become his stewards, we dedicate our lives to sharing all 

the gifts God has placed in our hands, the peace of Christ truly 

will control our hearts and we will know Christmas joy every day. 
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†  This Week at St. Paul’s 
 

Thu, Dec 22 - 5:45 pm - Boot Camp, Crocker Hall 

  7:30 pm - Music Night, Sanctuary 

Sat, Dec 24 -  Christmas EveChristmas EveChristmas Eve 

 - 7:30 am - Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Crocker Hall 

  7:30 am - John 21:12 Group, Panera Bread, New Milford 

  5:00 pm - Family Christmas Eve Service 

  9:00 pm - Traditional Christmas Eve Candlelight Service 

    (LiveStream) 

Sun, Dec 25 -  Christmas DayChristmas DayChristmas Day   

  10:30 am - Christmas Day Holy Communion 

Mon, Dec 26 -  St. Stephen, Deacon & Martyr 

 - 7:00 pm - Men’s Bible Study, Crocker Hall 

Tue, Dec 27 -  St. John, Apostle & Evangelist 

 - 9:15 am - Ladies Bible Study, Guild Room 

  5:45 pm - Boot Camp, Crocker Hall / Parking Lot 

Wed, Dec 28 -  The Holy Innocents 

  10:00 am - Holy Communion & Healing 

Thu, Dec 29 - 5:45 pm - Boot Camp, Crocker Hall 

Sat, Dec 31 - 7:30 am - Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Crocker Hall 

  7:30 am - John 21:12 Group, Panera Bread, New Milford 

  9:30 pm - New Year’s Eve Party & Holy Communion 

Sun, Jan   1 -  The Holy NameThe Holy NameThe Holy Name   

  8:00 am - Traditional Holy Communion 

  10:30 am - Contemporary Holy Communion 

Click Below to 

†  Quilt Raffle 

C ongratulations to Mark Beth Durkin, the 

winner of our quilt raffle.  The proceeds will 

be used for our Bible Ministry.  The proceeds from 

the raffle will help to replace bibles in our Guild 

Room.  And to have Bibles it give to new families, 

Pre K thru 12 youth.  Future donations will allow 

us to have Bibles to give away for our Beyond the 

Red Door and Elephant’s Trunk ministries.  In 

addition, we’ll set up a table within our church for 

anyone who needs a Bible and to replace or add to 

children's Bibles in our pews. 

Thank you to everyone who participated in the 

raffle which allows us to give out Bibles, spreading 

God's Word, and fulfill our mission statement; 

“Transforming Lives Through Jesus,”  St. Paul's 

Quilters 

W hen the census 

was taken, where 

did Joseph and Mary have 

to go in order to register? 

Luke 2:1-4 NIV  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+21:12&version=NRSVA
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+21:12&version=NRSVA
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/livestream.html
http://bible.gospelcom.net/bible?passage=Luke+2:1-4&version=NIV&showfn=yes
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†  Men’s Bible Study 

J oin us on Monday nights for this amazing Men’s Bible study!  It is based on Bishop N. 
T. Wright’s book, Mark for Everyone.  In this study, N.T. Wright helps us find our way 

around Mark and allows us to feel the urgency and excitement of Mark's Gospel in a way that 
is new and fresh.  Wright helps us to find it full of interest and delight, with a powerful 
message that comes home to the church to today and tomorrow just as much as it did to the 
church of yesterday.  All the studies are available on our LiveStream and YouTube channels. 

†  This Date on the Church Calendar 
 

Monday, December 26th 
 

St. Stephen, Deacon & Martyr 
 

A ll that we know about Stephen the Protomartyr 
(that is, the first martyr of the Christian 

Church) is found in chapters 6 and 7 of the Book of 
Acts. 

The early Christian congregations, like the Jewish 
synagogues, had a program of assistance for needy 
widows, and some of the Greek-speaking Jews in the 
Jerusalem congregation complained that their widows 
were being neglected.  The apostles replied: "We 
cannot both preach and administer financial matters.  
Choose seven men from among yourselves, respected, 
Spirit-filled, and of sound judgement, and let them be 
in charge of the accounts, and we will devote ourselves 
to prayer and the ministry of the word."  The people 
accordingly chose seven men, including Stephen, and 
the apostles laid their hands on them.  They are 
traditionally considered to be the first deacons, although the Scriptures do not use the word 
to describe them. (The Scriptures do refer to officials called deacons in the local 
congregations, without being very specific about their duties; and a century or more later, 
we find the organized charities of each local congregation in the hands of its deacons.) 

Stephen was an eloquent and fiery speaker, and a provocative one. (Some readers have 
speculated that some of his fellow Christians wanted to put him in charge of alms in the 
hope that he would administer more and talk less.)  His blunt declarations that the Temple 
service was no longer the means by which penitent sinners should seek reconciliation with 
God enraged the Temple leaders, who caused him to be stoned to death.  As he died, he 
said, "Lord, do not hold this sin against them."  One of those who saw the stoning and 
approved of it was Saul (or Paul) of Tarsus, who took an active part in the general 
persecution of Christians that followed the death of Stephen, but who was later led to 
become a Christian himself. 

We remember Stephen on December 26, the day after Christmas. Hence the song “Good 
King Wenceslas looked out on the feast of Stephen,” describes an action of the king on the 
day after Christmas Day.  The tune used with this song is older than the words and was 
previously used with a hymn often sung on the feasts of Stephen and other martyrs.  It 

begins: 
Christian friends, your voices raise. 
Wake the day with gladness. 
God himself to joy and praise 
turns our human sadness: 
Joy that martyrs won their crown, 
opened heaven's bright portal, 
when they laid the mortal down 
for the life immortal. 

by James Kiefer 

http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/livestream.html
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCCeuVsZU4QDXmrSd-8GrP3Q
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†  Living Forever With Jesus 
by Steve Hemming 

 

“You will show me the path of life; in your presence is fullness of joy; at Your right 
hand are pleasures forevermore.”   Psalm 16:11 

 

A lthough King David wrote Psalm 16 long before God sent His Son into the world, 
he spoke prophetically about Jesus Christ in verses 8 through 11 (see Acts 2:25-

33).  Regarding verse 11, shown above: 
 

PATH OF LIFE 
John 14:6 - Jesus Himself tells us; 

“I am the way, the truth, and the life.”  
Jesus reveals that He is the only way 
to heaven; “No one comes to the 
Father except through Me.”  The 
Apostle Peter confirms in Acts 4:12 
what Jesus spoke; “For there is no 
other name under heaven given among 
men by which we must be saved.” 

 

FULLNESS OF JOY 
John 15:9-11 - Jesus loves us and 

encourages us to abide in His love by 
keeping His commandments, as He 
has kept His Father’s commandments; 
“These things I have spoken to you, 
that My joy may remain in you, and 
that your joy may be full.”  By keeping 
His Father’s commandments, Jesus, 
the author and finisher of our faith, for the joy that was set before Him endured the cross, 
despised the shame, and sat down at the right hand of the throne of God (Hebrew 12:2). 

 

PLEASURES AT HIS RIGHT HAND 
Ephesians 1:19-2:10 - God the Father raised Jesus from the dead and seated Him at His 

right hand in the heavenly places, and gave Him authority over all things.  Because of God’s 
rich mercy and great love for us, even though we were dead in our sins, He made us alive 
together with Christ, and raised us up together, and made us sit together in heavenly places 
in Christ Jesus, in order that in ages to come He might show the exceeding riches of His 
grace in His kindness toward us in Christ Jesus.  By grace we have been saved through 
faith, not by works; it is the gift of God. 

Jesus is our source of life, joy, and eternal pleasures.  Because of His great sacrifice for 
us, we will live forever with Him.  Salvation from and eternity with God is a gift that we 
cannot earn through our own effort.  In order to receive this gift from our heavenly Father, 
we must have faith and believe in His Son Jesus Christ, who Himself affirms in John 3:16; 
“For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in 
Him should not perish but have everlasting life.”  And it was John the Baptist, the first 
person on earth to bear witness and testify that Jesus was the Son of God, who declared; 
“He who believes in the Son has everlasting life; and he who does not believe the Son shall 
not see life, but the wrath of God abides on him.” (John 3:36) 

If you do not yet know Jesus, you may be wondering, “How do I go about believing in 
Him?”  Essentially, it’s a matter of confessing and believing in Jesus Christ by faith, as the 
Apostle Paul wrote in Romans 10:9-10; “if you confess with your mouth the Lord Jesus and 
believe in your heart that God has raised Him from the dead, you will be saved.  For with 
the heart one believes unto righteousness, and with the mouth confession is made unto 
salvation.”  To learn about developing a relationship with God, believing in His Son Jesus 
Christ as Lord and Savior, and eternal salvation, I encourage you to visit the Getting Right 
with God website at http://911god.org/ 

 

Jesus said, “I am the resurrection and the life.  He who believes in Me, though he may 
die, he shall live.  And whoever lives and believes in Me shall never die.  Do you believe 
this?”  John 11:25-26 

 

http://911god.org/
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†  This Date on the Church Calendar 
 

Tuesday, December 27th 
 

St. John, Apostle & Evangelist 
 

J ohn, son of Zebedee, was one of the twelve apostles of 
Our Lord.  Together with his brother James and with 

Simon Peter, he formed a kind of inner circle of Three 
among the Twelve, in that those three were privileged to 
behold the miracle of the Great Catch of Fish (Luke 5:10), 
the healing of Peter's mother-in-law (Mark 1:29), the raising 
of the daughter of Jairus (Mark 5:37 = Luke 8:51), the 
Transfiguration (Matthew 17:1 = Mark 9:2 = Luke 9:28), 
and the Agony in Gethsemane (Matthew 26:37 = Mark 
14:33).  He expressed a willingness to undergo martyrdom 
(Matthew 20:22 = Mark 10:39) -- as did the other apostles 
(Matthew 26:35 = Mark 14:31) -- and is accordingly called a 
martyr in intention.  However, we have ancient testimony 
that, although imprisoned and exiled for his testimony to the 
Gospel, he was eventually released and died a natural death 
in Ephesus: "a martyr in will but not in deed." 

John is credited with the authorship of three epistles and 
one Gospel, although many scholars believe that the final 
editing of the Gospel was done by others shortly after his 
death.  He is also supposed by many to be the author of the 
book of Revelation, also called the Apocalypse, although this identification is less certain.  
For a discussion of the authorship of the Gospel of John, consult the following Web page.  

by James Kiefer 

We saw Thee in Thy balmy nest, 
Young dawn of our eternal day; 
We saw Thine eyes break from the East, 
And chase the trembling shades away: 
We saw Thee, and we blest the sight, 
We saw Thee by Thine own sweet light. 
 

To Thee, meek Majesty, soft King 

Of simple graces and sweet loves! 

Each of us his lamb will bring, 
Each his pair of silver doves! 

At last, in fire of Thy fair eyes, 
Ourselves become our own best 
sacrifice! 

 

- Richard Crashaw 1613(?)-1649 

Verses from the Shepherd's 
Hymn 

http://elvis.rowan.edu/~kilroy/CHRISTIA/library/john.html
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H ave this mind among yourselves, which is yours in Christ Jesus, who, though he was in the form 

of God, did not count equality with God a thing to be grasped, but made himself nothing, taking 

the form of a servant, being born in the likeness of men.  And being found in human form, he humbled 

himself by becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross.  Therefore God has highly 

exalted him and bestowed on him the name that is above every name.  Philippians 2:5-11 

 

†  Electronic Giving 

S aint Paul’s is pleased to announce the introduction of an electronic option for 
making regular offerings.  Contributions can now be debited automatically from 

your checking/savings account or your credit/debit card.  Our new electronic giving 
program offers convenience for you and provides much needed donation consistency for our 
congregation.  There is no cost to you to use this system.  Also there will be no changes if 
you choose to still use your present method of giving.  
The system is simple using the following steps on our 
website.   Sign on to the church website at 
www.SaintPaulsBrookfield.com.  Click on the blue “Give 
Online” button at the top left of the home page.  Click on 
the “Create Profile” button to create your unique on line 
profile.  After you have created your profile, follow the on 
line instructions to schedule your contribution.  If you 
have any questions, please contact Chuck Allen at 203-
775-6633 or treasurer@SaintPaulsBrookfield.com. 

“G lory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth to those whom 
he favors.”  And we are among the favored ones.  He has 

showered us with blessings too many to count - and now at Christmas 
time, we remember the glorious gift of his Son.  In how many ways can 
we offer thanks and gratitude for this awesome gift? 

http://www.SaintPaulsBrookfield.com
mailto:treasurer@SaintPaulsBrookfield.com
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Did you miss last week’s Children’s 

sermon?  Click here to watch it. 

 

Name Tags - 
Please be courteous 
to your fellow 
parishioners, to 
newcomers, visiting clergy 
and guests by extending a warm 
welcome to them and by wearing 
your name tag.  And remember to 
wear them to coffee hour as well. 

†  In the Beginning Was the Word 
 

E ach Sunday at 9:30, the Rector's Forum continues 
with the Gospel of John.  The last of the four Gospels 

to be written, it emphasizes Jesus' full divinity within a 
deeply theological framework while being accessible to 
all. 
Please join us in the Guild Room for this exciting Bible 

study, and expect to be transformed by the Living Word. 

The 

Rector’s 

Forum 

Forum on break 

The Rector Forum 

will not meet on 

Dec. 25 and Jan 1.  

We will resume 

on Jan 8.  

Year End Donations - Donors must deliver checks on or by 
Sunday, December 25th in order to claim a charitable contribution 
deduction for 2016.  Checks that are placed in the church offering on the first 
or subsequent Sundays in 2017 will not qualify for a charitable contribution 
for 2016, even if the check is predated to 2016 or actually written in 2016. 

†  This Date on the Church Calendar 
 

Wednesday, December 28th 
 

The Holy Innocents 
 

W e read in Matthew 2 that when Jesus was born in Bethlehem, King 
Herod, fearing for his throne, ordered that all the male infants of 

Bethlehem be killed.  These children are regarded as martyrs for the Gospel - 
"martyrs in fact though not in will."  Augustine called them "buds, killed by 
the frost of persecution the moment they showed themselves." 

by James Kiefer 

We  remember today, O God, the slaughter of the holy innocents 

of Bethlehem by King Herod. Receive, we pray, into the arms 

of your mercy all innocent victims; and by your great might frustrate the 

designs of evil tyrants and establish your rule of justice, love, and peace; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.  Amen.  

W hy was the baby Jesus laid in a 

manger after he was born? 

Luke 2:7 NIV  

http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/sermons/childrens-sermons.html
http://bible.gospelcom.net/bible?passage=Luke+2:7&version=NIV&showfn=yes
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†  Transforming Saints of God 
 

Thursday, December 22nd 
 

Henry Budd 
Priest, 1875 

 

H enry Budd was the first person of First Nations ancestry to be 
ordained in the Anglican tradition in North America.  He is 

remembered for his service among the Cree in Western Canada.  Budd 
was an orphan and the date of his birth is unknown.  He entered a 

mission school that was a joint venture with the Hudson’s Bay Company to 
provide a Christian education to the First Nations people in the area of Rupert’s Land, the 
vast expanse of land that encircled Hudson Bay before its division into Canadian provinces.  
Before embarking on a vocation as a priest and teacher, he worked as a clerk for the 
Hudson’s Bay Company. 

Henry Budd’s ministry began as a lay teacher in the Red River region of Manitoba 
where he taught at St. John’s Anglican Parish School.  He and his wife, Betsy, remained in 
the area for the next thirteen years where Budd taught school and served as a lay minister in 
the Anglican Church. 

Ordained to the Anglican priesthood on December 22, 1850, having been trained largely 
by personal mentoring and tutoring from other clergy, Budd was assigned to the Mission at 
Nipawim where he worked as a pastor until 1867.  Thereafter, Budd returned to The Pas 
where he was put in charge of a vast area encompassing several communities, and where he 
continued his vocation as both priest and teacher.  Sadly, records of the Church Missionary 
Society indicate that Budd, a person of native, mixed race, was paid half of what the white 
missionaries were paid. 

Henry Budd is remembered as an eloquent speaker and writer in both Cree and English.  
He endeared himself to those he served by exhibiting clearly in the living of his life the 
Christian principles he preached and the values he taught.  Enduring among his many 
contributions are his translations of the Scriptures and the Book of Common Prayer into the 
Cree language. 

Budd died on April 2, 1875, just a few days after he had conducted Easter services.  He 
is buried in The Pas, Manitoba. 

Take a HangerTake a HangerTake a Hanger   

Fill a HangerFill a HangerFill a Hanger   

We are holding a Coat Drive to benefit the various agencies in Danbury supported We are holding a Coat Drive to benefit the various agencies in Danbury supported We are holding a Coat Drive to benefit the various agencies in Danbury supported 

by the Jericho Partnership.  by the Jericho Partnership.  by the Jericho Partnership.  “Take a Hanger”“Take a Hanger”“Take a Hanger”   from the rack we’ll have at the back from the rack we’ll have at the back from the rack we’ll have at the back 

of the church this weekend.  Check your closets for those unused coats.  And “of the church this weekend.  Check your closets for those unused coats.  And “of the church this weekend.  Check your closets for those unused coats.  And “Fill Fill Fill 

a Hanger.”a Hanger.”a Hanger.”      Bring it back to St. Paul’s and we’ll get that coat on the back of Bring it back to St. Paul’s and we’ll get that coat on the back of Bring it back to St. Paul’s and we’ll get that coat on the back of 

someone who needs it.  Our goal is to collect 24 coats by January 1st.someone who needs it.  Our goal is to collect 24 coats by January 1st.someone who needs it.  Our goal is to collect 24 coats by January 1st.   
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†  Scholarly Speaking 

 

Little Miracles 
 

A s many of my readers already know I spent the last part of November in the hospital 
with a nasty case of bronchitis (and about two more weeks getting back to 

somewhere near normal), but most of you didn’t know that while I was there my iPad mini 
disappeared.  After three weeks, I had figured it went out with the trash, and given up on it.  

On top of that, yesterday (Tuesday) my cell phone vanished 
sometime between showing pictures on it during a family lunch, 
and wanting it later in the evening.  All things considered, 
electronics and I were not doing very well together. 
 That is, until about 5:00 this evening (Wednesday) I answered 
my phone and a pleasant female voice asked who I was.  I told 
her, ‘Bill,’ and asked whom she was calling.  It turned out that 
she was visiting her mother in the hospital, and on leaning way 
back in the room’s reclining chair had dislodged my iPad that had 
settled itself in the chair’s inner workings.  I had been able to 
remotely set a message on it saying that it was lost and asking the 
finder to call my number (but without giving a name), which she 
did. 
 Since I live nearby, we agreed to meet at the hospital entrance 
in ten minutes.  Diane and I put together a bag of cookies and 

some other Christmas goodies, and I was on my way.  Then came the next miracle of the 
day: my car has a voice link to the cell phone, and as I started the car a 
message popped up confirming that the link was in effect; telling me 
that the missing phone was in the car and not in some untraceable 
place.  It took a bit of searching with a flashlight when I got home, but 
I did find it between the seat and the console where it must have fallen 
out of my pocket.  In the meantime, we exchanged iPad and cookies, 
and she told me she was visiting her 89-year-old mother, Mary, who 
had been seriously ill but had taken a turn for the better. 

I almost forgot to mention: miracles do come in threes, and earlier 
today, Diane was searching frantically for her keys, when I went out 
and saw them hiding in the grass where she must have dropped them on 
her way in last night. 

 Granted that none of these was 
really the kind of supernatural event 
that strictly speaking would be 
defined as a miracle, but all of them came to me as signs 
of God’s grace and favor.   May I ask you now to join me 
in prayer for healing for Mary, as one more showing of 
Divine Grace. 
 

Fr. Bill Loring, Scholar in Residence  

D o you have a question you 

would like answered by our 

Scholar-in-Residence?  Send your 

ecclesiastical, liturgical, doctrinal, 

historical or other inquiries to: 

Stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com.  

†  Starting in January 

T he Ladies Tuesday AM Bible Study will be 

studying, ROMANS, starting Tuesday, January 

10th at 9:15 am in the Guild Room. 

In Romans, the Apostle Paul unfolds God's way to 

righteousness - how we can be reconciled to God, 

transformed into the people He means us to be.  Sin, 

salvation, grace, death, and resurrection-no other biblical 

book illumines so many classic, live changing truths. 

Please join us in study on Tuesday's from 9:15 -11 am.  Please register by January 3rd 

by emailing Debbi Pomeroy at debbi415@aol.com.  Workbooks are $10. 

 

mailto:Stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com?subject=To%20SiR+,%20with%20Love
mailto:debbi415@aol.com
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†  Transforming Saints of God 
 

Thursday, December 22nd 
 

Charlotte Diggs (Lottie) Moon 
Missionary in China, 1912 

 

B orn in Virginia, in 1840, Charlotte Diggs (Lottie) Moon was 
the child of pious, and affluent, Baptist parents.  Precocious in 

schooling, she received an M.A. in Classics, thereby earning one of the 
first graduate degrees awarded a woman in the South.  She had a gift 
for languages, learning first the Biblical and Romance languages - and 
then later, and famously, Mandarin. 

Lottie Moon’s piety lagged behind her learning, and through her 
teens she remained indifferent to her Baptist heritage.  During a revival 
at age eighteen, she experienced a powerful conversion and devoted 
the rest of her life to Christ. 

After college, Moon taught school in Alabama, Kentucky, and 
Georgia, one of the few occupations open to educated women in the 
South.  Another vocation became available to her when Southern Baptists began to appoint 
women as foreign missionaries in 1872, and the following year, at age 33, Moon accepted 
an appointment in China.  Moon settled in Northern China and continued her work of 
education for girls.  She soon became restless in teaching and she began evangelizing 
among adults, particularly women.  Her supervisors disapproved of her initiative, but Moon 
quickly gained credibility because of her ease in relating, woman-to-woman. 

Lottie Moon’s ceaseless correspondence with Baptist women in the United States, 
seeking their support and encouraging would-be missionaries, was instrumental in the 
denomination’s burgeoning missionary movement.  She appealed to women for a special 
offering for missionaries at Christmastime in 1887.  Her influence led to the formation of 
the Women’s Missionary Union in 1888, which continues the Lottie Moon Christmas 
Offering as a hallmark of Southern Baptist practice.  On arriving in China, Moon remained 
aloof from the Chinese, thinking them her cultural inferiors.  Over time, however, she found 
a deep respect for Chinese culture, adopting not only their language but their dress and 
customs.  As she wrote, “It is comparatively easy to give oneself to mission work, but it is 
not easy to give oneself to an alien people.  Yet the latter is much better and truer work than 
the former.” 

Lottie Moon died on Christmas Eve, 1912. 

†  Ladies Evening Bible Study 
 

The current study meets approximately every two weeks on Tuesday 
evenings.  Upcoming sessions will be on December 27th and January 3rd, 
10th and 31st.  They meet 7 - 8:30 pm in the Guild Room. 
 

Twelve Women of the Bible: Life changing stories for women today. 
 

We will learn about the triumph and failures of Mary Magdalene, 
Rebekah, Hannah and nine other women, learning how to 
 

Apply biblical lessons to your own modern-day struggles; 
Live through failures as well as successes; 
Draw near to God in a world filled with trials; 
Find lasting contentment; 
Overcome rejection and insecurity 
And much more. 

 

For more info, please contact Dori McManus at (203) 788-1977 or 

dorimcmanus@snet.net  

mailto:dorimcmanus@snet.net


12  

 

†  God is Blessing CityServe Projects 
 

Project CleanStart 

T hey endured the hottest of summer days out on Danbury’s streets, picking up trash, 
painting fire hydrants, pulling weeds, cleaning the parking garage, and more - and 

now that Project CleanStart is breaking for the winter, participants and volunteers can look 
back on a successful pilot program. 

“This program was an overwhelming success,” said Jericho’s 
Harry Pugner, who served as CleanStart project manager.  Over 
the course of the program, which began this spring, 20 

homeless men and women 
participated; all but eight 
finished, and today, five of 
them have secured at least 
part-time jobs outside of the 
program. 
 CleanStart was designed to 
impart valuable life and job 
skills to our homeless neighbors 
as they worked on projects selected 
by the city; each participant (vetted to ensure 
they were engaged with case managers) worked two four-hour 
shifts per week under the supervision of Jericho volunteers, 

who served as team leaders and job coaches.  As the program progressed, some worked four 
days in a week.  At the end of each week, team members received compensation in the form 

of gift cards. 
 Before the program ended, each team 
member was required to fill out a job 
application and go through an interview 
process, as if they were applying for an 
actual job, Pugner said. 
 “This project next gave the team 
members a positive look at how our city 
government cares for this population,” 
said Pugner.  “It also allowed CityCenter 
merchants the opportunity to get a better 

perception of those in need.  A few of the merchants thanked the team members, provided 
them with water, and let them use their restrooms.” 

“The work we do at Jericho is always about transforming lives, and this program has had 
a direct impact on the lives of 20 people who are facing difficult challenges - not to mention 
how it impacted our volunteers and anyone who witnessed how our homeless neighbors 
contributed to the beautification of our city,” said Carrie L. Amos, Jericho’s President. 

PRS 11/29 e-mail 

Whether you have a few hours 

once a year or a few hours a week, 

you can make a difference… 

change a life … and help transform 

a city.  St. Paul’s & Jericho are 

here to encourage, equip and 

empower you – your small group, 

your friends, and family – to love 

and serve our city’s most 

vulnerable people.  Contact Fr. 

Joe, Pam Szen or the Jericho 

Partnership for more info. 
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†  Socks & Toiletries for the HomelessSocks & Toiletries for the HomelessSocks & Toiletries for the Homeless   
 

A s the temperature drops and the seasons change remember 
homeless people are on their feet all day, and the only 

pair of socks they own are very likely to be threadbare.  Once 
again, this year we are collecting socks and toiletries for the 
men’s homeless shelter throughout the winter months.  Place 
donations in the bins in the back of the church or Crocker Hall. 

COFFEE HOUR HOSTS 
 

Dec 25th            Merry Christmas! 
Jan    1st            Happy New Year! 
Jan   8th 8 am - Ann Allen 10:30 am - Raegan Guglielmo 

Hebrews 13:2 - Do not neglect to show 
hospitality to strangers, for thereby some 
have entertained angels unawares. 

 

I 
f you have recently celebrated your 70th birthday, you may now be 

eligible, at age 70 and a half, to make a tax-free distribution from 

your individual retirement account to St. Paul's.  Congress has 

permanently extended the IRS charitable rollover provisions.  Any amount 

up to $100,000 can be distributed from your IRA to St. Paul's, without 

increasing your taxes.  When the donation is transferred directly from 

your IRA account, it is not considered federally taxable income for you, 

but it does count toward your required minimum distribution.  If you are in need of a 

sample letter that you may use to request an IRA rollover gift from your IRA administrator, 

please contact Beth Miller in our parish office at bethmiller.st.paul@gmail.com  

†  Art in the Christian Tradition 
Adoration of the Christ Child 

1877 
Trinity Church, Boston, MA 

 

T rinity Church, 
Boston, was 

completed in 1877.  Its 
architect was H. H. 
Richardson, and 
numerous artists and 
craftspeople contributed 
to the interior design.  In 
1971, Trinity was 
designated a National 
Historic Landmark for 
"possessing "exceptional 
value in commemorating 
or illustrating the history 
of the United States."  
This scene on the base of 
the pulpit shows the birth 
of Christ and the 
adoration of the 
shepherds 

http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Hebrews+13%3A2&version=ESV
mailto:bethmiller.st.paul@gmail.com
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†  Start Spreading the Good News! 
 

F or Christ did not send me to baptize but to preach the gospel, 

and not with words of eloquent wisdom, lest the cross of 

Christ be emptied of its power. 

 1 Corinthians 1:17 

†  Pray It Up 
 

N otice the Red and White prayer request 
cards in the pew?  Each Sunday, fill out 

your request, put it in the red bowl on the table on 
the way to communion.  Then take a card from 
the bowl either right then or after service.  Pray 
for that request for one week.  How comforting to know 
that your request is being prayed for and that you are praying for 
someone else’s!  You might just be praying for the person sitting next to you!  
Or, if you’d prefer - please send your request to St. Paul’s at prayingnow2@gmail.com!   

†  Happy Birthday to You! 
 

B rady Williams celebrates today!  Friday is the big day for 

Karissa Sampson. Diane Hannah will be blowing out 

candles on Tuesday.  Have a blessed day everyone! 

A s part of our outreach, St. Paul’s donates 
gift cards and non-perishable items to six 

area food pantries.  The non-perishable items 
are provided by our generous congregation 
and are truly appreciated.  Donations for the 
food pantry can be left in the basket at the 
back of the church.  Delivery is made to one 
food pantry each month.  Thank you. 

To whom did the angel 

announce: "Today in 

the town of David a 

Savior has been born 

to you; he is Christ the 

Lord." 

Luke 2:8-11 NIV  

 

C ovenant Envelopes for 2017 are in the back of the church.  Please take yours and 

those of any friends who may be absent, as this helps us save on mailing costs.  

Please do not use the 2017 green envelopes until the new year, and do not use the 

2016 goldenrod envelopes after December 25, 2016; otherwise it will be credited to 

your 2017 account.  If you do not wish to use the covenant envelopes, as long as 

your gift can be identified, an account is established in your name and you will 

receive quarterly statements.  If you have any questions, please contact Beth Miller, 

Financial Secretary, at 203 775-9587 or bethmiller.stpaul@gmail.com.  Thank you. 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Corinthians+1%3A17&version=ESV
mailto:prayingnow2@gmail.com
http://bible.gospelcom.net/bible?passage=Luke+2:8-11&version=NIV&showfn=yes
mailto:bethmiller.stpaul@gmail.com
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Our New Teachers 

M rs. Joan Boehm (right) is new to our Level Two classroom, teaching 

grade 2 and 3 and mentions how much she loves her class each time that 

we see her.  Mr. John Tuthill (guess) has begun teaching our Level Three class-

room, teaching grade 4 and 5 and brings vast experience working in a nearby 

school district.  Mrs. Anette Hamerski is working with our Middle School level 

class this year and has already begun to develop such a wonderful connection with 

her students.  We are so lucky to have these three dedicated teachers join our Sun-

day School staff and we praise God for the myriad of ways that He will use them to 

guide and bless the children of Saint Paul's this year. 
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†  This Sunday’s Readings 

 

Jesus the Messiah 
 

 Isaiah 62:6-12 

T he Hebrew Bible lesson is an expression of great expectation and rejoicing: salvation 
comes to Jerusalem.  The prophet pictures watchmen on the walls of the city calling 

upon the Lord.  Then the people stream forward to hear the Lord’s proclamation.  They will now 
be named the Holy People, the Redeemed of the Lord, those who are Sought Out, a City Not 
Forsaken. 

 Psalm 97 
A hymn to the awesome Lord and Ruler who brings the fire of judgement and light for the 

righteous. 
 Titus 3:4-7 
This New Testament reading is a summary of the story of our salvation.  Not by 

our deeds, but through God’s goodness and mercy do we experience the water of 
rebirth and renewal in the Holy Spirit.  We are now heirs in hope of eternal life. 

Luke 2:1-20 
The gospel presents the story of the 

birth of Jesus amid humble human 
circumstance.  A government 
registration program requires Joseph 
and Mary to go to Bethlehem, the city 
of David, where the newborn child is 
laid in a stable manger.  An angel then 
appears to shepherds and announces 
the joyful news of the Savior’s birth.  
They come to Bethlehem to see for the 
promised child, sharing with Mary and 
Joseph the words of the angels.  Mary 
treasures the words of the shepherds, 
who return to their fields filled with 
wonder. 

†  Pick Up Your Copy Today!  

 Synthesis CE Study Guides for each weeks readings will 

be available at the back of the church. 

†  Sermon ShortsSermon ShortsSermon Shorts   

D o You Have Fears?  "Do Not Be Afraid!"  

Perfect Love Casts Out All Fear.  To replay 

all our sermons, audio and videos follow this link 

for The Sunday Sermons.  Check out our sermon 

archives as well. 

 

Luke 2:1-20 
Nonetheless, it is to 

these unlikely and 

unworthy shepherds 

that the first news of 

the birth of Jesus is 

given, and not to the 

Kings, Caesars, and 

Governors mentioned 

at the beginning of 

this passage.  

http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearABC_RCL/Christmas/ChrsDay2_RCL.html#Ot1
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearABC_RCL/Christmas/ChrsDay2_RCL.html#Ps1
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearABC_RCL/Christmas/ChrsDay2_RCL.html#Nt1
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearABC_RCL/Christmas/ChrsDay2_RCL.html#Gsp1
http://saintpaulsbrookfield.com/sermons/this-weeks-sermon.html
http://saintpaulsbrookfield.com/sermons/sermon-archives-2015.html
http://saintpaulsbrookfield.com/sermons/sermon-archives-2015.html
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†  Your Prayers Are Requested For… 

 

I t is such an intimate time when praying for the health and well being of others and 
such a privilege.  The people that we lift up to The Lord are part of our hearts for all 

time.  Please pray for… 
 
.....Fr. George Hall, Joan Kirner and other 
parishioners convalescing in extended care facilities. 
.....St. Mark’s, Bridgeport; St. Mark’s, Bridgewater; 
St. John’s, Bristol. 
.....Peace in Israel, Jerusalem, and the Middle East. 
.....Revival at St. Paul’s and the greater Danbury area. 
.....Ministries to the homeless, for parishes that offer a 
temporary or permanent shelter. 
.....Brenda Darling, Ginny Beck, Jean Stauffer, 
Clayton Ferry, Gary Stein, Ed Licence, Sue Balla, Rose Barrett, Lorraine Estok, Jim 
Megura, Jay Lawrence, Asta Smith, Alex, Mason, Teresa Stacchiotti, Roger Kovacs & 
Lee Rybos, continued healing. 
.....the people of Sudan; the people of the Principality of Andorra; the Diocese of Kitale - 
(Kenya) The Rt Revd Stephen Kewasis; and our sister and brother members of the Apostles 
of Johane Marauke. 
.....Christians in the Middle East facing persecution at the hands of ISIS forces.  Pray also 
for radical Muslims throughout the world to come to know Jesus Christ. 
.....Michael for protection from mortar attacks in Somalia with the UN peacekeeping 
service. 
…..St. Thomas, Bethel and their Food Pantry, which is the recipient of our food basket 
collections for the month of December. 
.....Hopeline Pregnancy Resource Centers, a ministry partner of the Jericho Partnership, 
where babies lives are saved weekly and mothers in crisis receive support through this 
nonprofit organization, which offers pro-life counseling and support to pregnant women as 
all services are free, including pregnancy tests, ultrasound, emotional support, material 
resources, abstinence education, abortion recovery, and referrals. 
.....the safe return of Denise’s dog. 
.....Michelle, Joyce & John Sarver’s daughter, healing of cancer. 
.....Mary, Mike DeAnzeris’ mother, healing of her broken hip. 
.....Beth Miller’s mother, recovering from open heart surgery. 
.....Drew Ross, healing of major surgery for throat cancer. 
.....Schools and Colleges. 
.....Joe, who is undergoing treatment for Lymphoma. 

 

†  This & That & Links 
(Click on pictures or red links for more info) 

 

Links We Like 
 

Things That Make You Think 
 

Back Issues of Sword 
Points 

 
 
 
 

Star of Wonder 
 

When they saw the star, 

they were overjoyed! 

http://www.episcopalchurch.org/parish/st-marks-episcopal-church-bridgeport-ct
https://www.facebook.com/stmarksbridgewater/
http://www.stjohnsbristol.org/#/welcome-to-st-johns
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sudan
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Andorra
http://www.anglicancommunion.org/structures/member-churches/member-church/diocese/position.aspx?church=kenya&dio=kitale&pos=bishop-of-kitale&posID=19220
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Apostles_of_Johane_Marauke
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Apostles_of_Johane_Marauke
http://www.stthomasbethel.org/
http://www.stthomasbethel.org/FoodPantrySchedule
http://www.hopelineprc.org
http://www.missionstclare.com/english/prayers/31.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/contact-us.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/news/links.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/news/things-that-make-you-think.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/news/weekly-qsword-pointsq.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/news/weekly-qsword-pointsq.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yHjiB-xp_tE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yHjiB-xp_tE
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† It Takes An Editorial Board 

Contributors to this Weeks 
Sword Points: 

 

M ary Allen, Chris Barrett, Ray Ferro, 
Steve Hemming, Diane Loring, Bill 

Loring, Dori McManus, Beth Miller, Nicole 
O’Connors, 
Patrick 
O’Connors, Mary 
Perry, Ken Perry, 
Kirsten Peterson, 
Debbi Pomeroy, 
Reyna Sampson, 
John Sarver, Joe 
Shepley, Tara 
Shepley,  David 
Szen, Pam Szen, 
John Tuthill, Don 
Winkley and Gail 

 
 

 

Just For Fun !Just For Fun !Just For Fun !   
(And Christian Fellowship) 

Random Fact of the 

Week! 
 

D id you 

know ...... 

that on 

Christmas Eve in 

2001, the 

Bethlehem Hotel 

had 208 of its 210 

rooms unoccupied?  

Although, there is 

no room in the inn 

this year!  We 

checked. 

https://www.facebook.com/saintpaulsbrookfield/
https://twitter.com/#!/StPaulsB
https://instagram.com/stpaulsb/
https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/
https://www.hotelsclick.com/hotels/palestine/bethlehem/30541/hotel-bethlehem.html

