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† We’re Back!
"Go into all the world and preach the Gospel to all creation."

(Mark 16:15)

Dear Friends,

W

e thank you for your prayers while we were away in the Holy Land. After traveling
through Israel and Jordan, ministering, making new friends and studying holy sites,
we are grateful to now be home, and we look forward to sharing with you what we
experienced.
Such journeys offer perspective, both in terms of
where we come from historically as Christians, and
where we are going as we preach the faith of Christ
abroad, and right here at home.
May today afford us another opportunity to go forth
in God's mission, sharing faith, hope and love,
wherever our feet may be led.
See you Sunday,

2

O

ur yearly Annual Meeting will be held on January 22 in Crocker Hall between the
services. A sign up sheet for donated
refreshments is located at the back of the church.
Cookies, muffins, egg dishes, breads, bagels,
cakes, etc. or any item you would like to bring
would be most appreciated. The extended coffee
hour will be held prior to the administrative
portion of the meeting. Please contact Mary
Allen at Chamla@charter.net with any
questions.

† Happy Birthday to You!

L

auren Emmett, Nathaniel Hill & Selma Lindsay
celebrate Saturday! Tuesday is the big day for George
Franklin. Maria Silva will be blowing out candles on
Wednesday.
Have a blessed day everyone!

† This Week at St. Paul’s
Sat, Jan 14

-

Sun, Jan 15

-

Mon, Jan 16 Tue, Jan 17

-

7:30 am
7:30 am
10:00 am
10:00 am

-

Second Sunday after the Epiphany
8:00 am
9:30 am
9:30 am
10:30 am
10:30 am
7:00 pm
7:00 pm
9:15 am
5:45 pm
7:15 pm

-

10:00 am
5:45 pm
7:00 pm
7:30 pm
3:00 pm
7:30 am
7:30 am
10:00 am
11:00 am

-

Wed, Jan 18 Thu, Jan 19

-

Fri, Jan 20
Sat, Jan 21

-

Sun, Jan 22

-

Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Crocker Hall
John 21:12 Group, Panera Bread, New Milford
PraiseMoves, Crocker Hall
Jericho Food Pantry, Danbury

Third Sunday after the Epiphany
8:00 am
9:00 am
10:30 am
10:30 am

-

Click Below to

Traditional Holy Communion (LiveStream)
Mission Trip Parents Meeting
Rector’s Forum, Guild Room
Sunday School
Contemporary Holy Communion
Stephen Ministry, Guild Room
Men’s Bible Study, Crocker Hall (LiveStream)
Ladies Bible Study, Guild Room
Boot Camp, Crocker Hall
Boy Scouts Troop #5, Crocker Hall
Confession of St. Peter
Holy Communion & Healing
Boot Camp, Crocker Hall
Healing Team, Guild Room
Music Night, Sanctuary
Youth Group leaves for Monadnock, NH Winter Retreat
Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Crocker Hall
John 21:12 Group, Panera Bread, New Milford
PraiseMoves, Crocker Hall
St. Paul’s Quilters, Crocker Hall

Click Below to

Traditional Holy Communion (LiveStream)
Annual Parish Meeting, Crocker Hall
Sunday School
Contemporary Holy Communion
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† Transforming Stewardship
“Now the Lord has spoken who formed me as his servant from the womb...”

Y

Isaiah 49:5

ou have to do what God is calling you to
do and others have to do what God is
calling them to do. Guess what, each of has been
given a different plan! So, stop comparing
yourself to others. Don’t let envy and jealousy
enter your life. Be thankful for the gifts God has
given you and generously share them with others.
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† Steadfast

by Steve Hemming

“My heart is steadfast, O God, my heart is steadfast; I will sing and give praise.”
Psalm 57:7

K

ing David wrote these words as he hid in a cave from Saul and his army at Ein
Gedi (1 Samuel 24). Steadfast means to be fixed in direction, firm in purpose,
unwavering, or firmly fixed in place or position. Is your heart steadfast towards God?
I am grateful that by God’s grace, I’m not in any sort of predicament that remotely
resembles the circumstance David found himself in at Ein Gedi. However, I am aware of
the aggression that come against me daily from different directions. We all face numerous
trials every day. Rather than retreating or hiding from these tribulations, we need to
confront them with an unwavering heart firmly fixed on our Lord.
When the Lord first dropped Psalm 57:7 into my thoughts a few days ago, I recognized
my need as well as my desire for a truly steadfast heart, and brought the matter to God in
prayer. David himself asked of the Lord in Psalm 51:10; “Create in me a clean heart, O
God, and renew a steadfast spirit within me.” As we develop a more steadfast heart
through prayer and trusting in the Lord, we will “not be afraid of evil tidings” (Psalm
112:7). As a result, our faith will increase and become steadfast, which will strengthen us to
become more resistant to the ploys of our adversary (1 Peter 5:8-9).
Through a steadfast faith that’s born out of a steadfast heart, and fueled by continuing
steadfastly in prayer, we will be better equipped to overcome the challenges set before us
and able to meet the needs of
those around us (Romans
12:12-13). Towards this
pursuit, the apostle Paul
exhorts us in 1 Corinthians
15:58, to “be steadfast,
immovable, always
abounding in the work of the
Lord, knowing that your
labor is not in vain in the
Lord.”
Our ability to love and
serve the Lord will be greatly
improved as we establish a
steadfast heart, faith, and
prayer life. We will be able
stand firm in the Lord,
unwavered by any
circumstance, as we keep our
hearts fixed on Him.
“O God, my heart is
steadfast; I will sing and
give praise, even with my
glory. Awake, lute and
harp! I will awaken the
dawn. I will praise You, O
Lord, among the peoples,
and I will sing praises to
You among the nations.
For Your mercy is great
above the heavens, and
Your truth reaches to the
clouds. Be exalted, O God,
above the heavens, and
Your glory above all the
Waterfall at En Gedi, Israel
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“G

rant that your people, illumined by your Word
and Sacraments, may shine ... that he may be
known, worshipped, and obeyed to the ends of the
earth...” Quite a tall order! But even if we just start
where we are, and share with those around us the
wondrous blessings and gifts we have been given, the
intentions of this prayer will be fulfilled.
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† Scholarly Speaking
Boy Bishops

A

A medieval boy
bishop with canons in
a 19th c. image.

delightful, and once widespread, mediæval custom that has recently been revived
in some places is the institution of a boy bishop. Usually associated with the feasts
of St Nicholas (December 6), the patron of children, and of the Holy Innocents (December
28), the children of Bethlehem slain by King Herod. The festivities might extend through
the whole twenty-three days in some places, or be limited to just those two feasts. Or even
just one of them, in others.
The practice may have originated in the abbey of St. Gall in the early 10 th century where
a special procession honoring the choir boys was made on the feast of Holy Innocents,
though the actual boy bishop was a later development. Later in the same century a similar
tradition is recorded at Winchester Cathedral as taking place on Childermas (the common
English name for Holy Innocents). An actual boy bishop appeared at Rouen in the same
time frame, and such ceremonies were recorded as common in Europe by 1182. The linking
of a boy bishop to these choir boy celebrations was probably a response to the transfer of St.
Nicholas’ relics to Bari, Italy, in 1087 and the ensuing new devotion to this popular bishop
and patron of children.* It was certainly a very common (though not universal) practice to
elect the boy-bishop on or near St. Nicholas’ Day, but how things developed afterwards
might vary widely. At. Salisbury, for example he seems to have had some ceremonial role
throughout the period, but the main ceremonies took place on the eve of Holy Innocents
(and directions for this were included in the Sarum Breviary) † and on this day not only did
the elected boy bishop occupy the throne, but all the other choir boys occupied the canons’
stalls in the choir while the canons were required to sit in the boys’ places. At Hereford the
boy bishop’s term ended on Christmas Eve, but seems to have had somewhat more
extensive play during the interval.
In the later Middle Ages the practice was widely banned because it had become much
too rowdy. Henry VIII banned the practice in 1542, declaring it a distraction from proper
church business, and while Mary I restored it during her reign, Elizabeth I again shut it down,
and it was similarly banned in most of Europe by the end of the 16 th century.‡
The ceremonies of the boy bishop were revived (or perhaps recreated) in Anglican and
other circles in the 20th century. My research assistant tracked down a 1935 newsreel
showing an early revival at Compton parish church in Surrey, England. § Boy bishops are,
by their nature, especially suitable in cathedrals, but they also were found in parishes
(especially those with established boys choirs) and many of the modern revivals are also
parochial (and not necessarily – even in cathedrals – limited to boys). The first Cathedral
revivals seem to be at Hereford (in 1973,
and then continuously from 1982) and All
Saints in Albany, NY, in 1979 (continued
for a number of years, but not apparently
in use now). A number of churches,
mostly Anglican and Roman Catholic, in
Britain, the US, and Spain, and smaller
numbers in other parts of Europe, do now
maintain this custom.
In an era when many
Salisbury’s current girl bishop with the Lord bishop and the Dean
communities have instituted a
student “mayor for a day” to
encourage interest in civics, it strikes me that such a program might well be a suitable way
to revive youthful interest in theology and worship.

D

o you have a question you
would like answered by our
Scholar-in-Residence? Send your
ecclesiastical, liturgical, doctrinal,
historical or other inquiries to:
Stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com.
8

Fr. Bill Loring, Scholar in Residence

* Neal MacKenzie, The Medieval Boy Bishops, Matador, Kilworth
Beauchamp, 2012, pp. 7-10. Retreived from Google Books, 12/28/16.
†
A definitive (though still incomplete) edition of the Breviary in both
Latin and English can be found on line – the ceremonies are described
here, starting on p. 371. See also E. F. Rimbault, The Festival of the boy
Bishop in England, retrieved from St. Nicholas Center, 12/28/16
‡
Retrieved from Salisbury Cathedral website, and Wikipedia, s.v. Boy
bishop, 12/28/16.

† This Sunday’s Readings
Here Is the Lamb
Isaiah 49:1-7
n our Hebrew scripture lesson the servant of the Lord reflects movingly on his mission its sorrows and frustrations - and God’s high calling and promise to be with him. The
servant is sometimes thought to be an historical individual, or is understood as an idealization of
Israel. This song was probably composed as the exiles from Jerusalem were preparing to return
to their devastated city. Despite appearances, the Lord will make this servant a light to the
nations.
Psalm 40:1-12
A prayer for deliverance and a song of thanksgiving to God who has saved the Lord’s servant
from great troubles and made it possible to sing God’s praise.
1 Corinthians 1:1-9
In this lesson Paul greets the members of the new Christian community in Corinth
John 1:29-42
and offers thanksgiving for their growth in Christ. He is writing from Ephesus some
months after his first stay with the Corinthians, and he will shortly be concerned with
This text has two
many of their troubles and questions. Now he reminds these disciples of their high
questions and an
calling and expresses his gratitude for their spiritual enrichment.
John 1:29-42
invitation that are at
In our gospel passage John the Baptist
the heart of the
declares who Jesus is. The next day two of
John’s followers become disciples of Jesus.
Gospel of John:
One of these disciples is Andrew, who then
brings his brother Simon Peter. John has led What are you looking
them to understand that Jesus is God’s
for? Where are you
chosen one., the servant on whom God’s
staying? Come and
Spirit rests. He is the Lamb of God who
will be a sacrifice for the sins of the world.
see.

I

† Pick Up Your Copy Today!
Synthesis CE Study Guides for each weeks readings will
be available at the back of the church.

† Sermon Shorts

D

id you ponder the cross this Christmas season? To replay all our
sermons, audio and videos follow this link for The Sunday
Sermons. Check out our sermon archives as well.
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† Your Prayers Are Requested For…

t is such an intimate time when praying for the health and well being of others and
such a privilege. The people that we lift up to The Lord are part of our hearts for all
time. Please pray for…
.....Fr. George Hall, Joan Kirner and other
parishioners convalescing in extended care facilities.
.....St. Peter’s, Cheshire; Holy Advent, Clinton; Trinity
Church, Collinsville; St. James’, Danbury.
.....Peace in Israel, Jerusalem, and the Middle East.
.....Revival at St. Paul’s and the greater Danbury area.
.....All ecumenical and interfaith endeavors involving
our congregations and people; for peace and
peacemakers.
.....Brenda Darling, Ginny Beck, Jean Stauffer, Clayton Ferry, Gary Stein, Ed Licence,
Sue Balla, Rose Barrett, Lorraine Estok, Jim Megura, Jay Lawrence, Asta Smith,
Alex, Mason, Teresa Stacchiotti, Roger Kovacs & Lee Rybos, continued healing.
.....the people of Ukraine; the people of the Republic of Azerbaijan; the Diocese of Kyushu (Japan) The Rt Revd Luke Ken-ichi Muto; and our sister and brother members of the
Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod.
.....Christians in the Middle East facing persecution at the hands of ISIS forces. Pray also
for radical Muslims throughout the world to come to know Jesus Christ.
.....Michael for protection from mortar attacks in Somalia with the UN peacekeeping
service.
…..Faith Food Pantry, Newtown, which is the recipient of our food basket collections for
the month of January.
.....Samaritan Health Center, a ministry partner of the Jericho Partnership, which provides
excellent and compassionate pediatric care to children who lack health insurance. In
addition to quality medical care, it provides nutritional counseling, case management, and a
reading program to its patients.
.....the safe return of Denise’s dog.
.....Michelle, Joyce & John Sarver’s daughter, healing of cancer.
.....Mary, Mike DeAnzeris’ mother, healing of her broken hip.
.....Drew Ross, healing of major surgery for throat cancer.
.....The Good Use of Leisure.
.....Joe, who is undergoing treatment for Lymphoma.
.....Merlene, Pam Szen’s mother, for the love and presence of God to pour over her as she
enters Hospice.

† This & That & Links

(Click on pictures or red links for more info)

Links We Like
Things That Make
You Think
Back Issues of
Sword Points
Come and see!
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Just For Fun !

(And Christian Fellowship)

Random Fact of the
Week!

D

id you know ...... that there
is an Elvis Diner in Israel?
We drove by it on our way to the
airport on our final night.

† It Takes An Editorial Board
Contributors to this Weeks
Sword Points:

M

ary Allen, Chris Barrett, Ray Ferro,
Steve Hemming, Diane Loring, Bill
Loring, Dori McManus, Beth Miller, Nicole
O’Connors, Patrick
O’Connors, Mary
Perry, Ken Perry,
Kirsten Peterson,
Debbi Pomeroy,
Reyna Sampson,
John Sarver, Joe
Shepley, Tara
Shepley, David
Szen, Pam Szen,
John Tuthill, Don
Winkley and Gail
Winkley.
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