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† Unified and Christ Centered
“How good and pleasant it is when God’s people live together in unity!" (Psalm 133:1)
Dear Friends,

I

t is with joy and gratitude that we anticipate our 233rd annual meeting as a parish this
Sunday. By the grace of God, we are unified and Christ-centered, and we will keep
building on the spiritual unity we see.
We continue to be called to the ministry of reconciliation, as God working in us through the
Spirit promises to heal the chasms we create, bind up the brokenhearted and restore us to
unity with God, and one another. Our role is to approach God and each other with humility,
repentance and amendment of life. And as we do so, we can expect the blessing of spiritual
unity.
As Christ-followers, we will not always agree on everything. We must, however, love one
another, as Jesus loved us, laying down our lives for one another. Then, and only then, will
unity in the Lord come forth,
healing our hearts, and our
land. Together, we have good
work to do.
Faithfully,
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S

aint Paul's Annual meeting will be held
this Sunday, January 22, between the
services. Please arrange to bring a donation of
any of the following for the extended coffee hour.
Cookies, muffins, egg dishes, breads, bagels,
cakes, etc. or any item you would like to bring
would be most appreciated. The extended coffee
hour will be held prior to the administrative
portion of the meeting. Please contact Mary Allen
at Chamla@charter.net with any questions.

† Happy Birthday to You!

E

rin Williams & George Crocker celebrate
Saturday! Sunday is the big day for Renee
Castronova. Have a blessed day everyone!

Jesus said to the twelve, "See, I am sending you out like sheep into
the midst of wolves; so be wise as serpents and innocent as doves.”

† This Week at St. Paul’s
Thu, Jan 19

-

Fri, Jan 20
Sat, Jan 21

-

Sun, Jan 22

-

Mon, Jan 23 Tue, Jan 24 -

5:45 pm
7:00 pm
7:30 pm
3:00 pm
7:30 am
7:30 am
10:00 am
11:00 am

-

Third Sunday after the Epiphany
8:00 am
9:00 am
10:30 am
10:30 am
7:00 pm
9:15 am
5:45 pm
7:15 pm

-

10:00 am
5:45 pm
7:30 pm
7:30 am
7:30 am
10:00 am

-

Wed, Jan 25 Thu, Jan 26

-

Sat, Jan 28

-

Sun, Jan 29

-

Boot Camp, Crocker Hall
Healing Team, Guild Room
Music Night, Sanctuary
Youth Group leaves for Monadnock, NH Winter Retreat
Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Crocker Hall
John 21:12 Group, Panera Bread, New Milford
PraiseMoves, Crocker Hall
St. Paul’s Quilters, Crocker Hall
Traditional Holy Communion (LiveStream)
Annual Parish Meeting, Crocker Hall
Sunday School
Contemporary Holy Communion
Men’s Bible Study, Crocker Hall (LiveStream)
Ladies Bible Study, Guild Room
Boot Camp, Crocker Hall
Boy Scouts Troop #5, Crocker Hall
Conversion of St. Paul
Holy Communion & Healing
Boot Camp, Crocker Hall
Music Night, Sanctuary
Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Crocker Hall
John 21:12 Group, Panera Bread, New Milford
PraiseMoves, Crocker Hall

Fourth Sunday after the Epiphany
8:00 am
9:30 am
10:30 am
10:30 am

-

Traditional Holy Communion (LiveStream)
Rector’s Forum, Guild Room
Sunday School
Contemporary Holy Communion

Click Below to

Click Below to
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† This Date on the Church Calendar
Wednesday, January 25th

Conversion of St. Paul

P

aul, or Saul as he was known until he became a Christian, was a Roman citizen, born
at Tarsus, in present-day Turkey. He was brought up as an orthodox Jew, studying
in Jerusalem for a time under Gamaliel, the most famous rabbi of the day. Describing
himself, he said, “I am an Israelite, a descendant of Abraham, a member of the tribe of
Benjamin” (Romans 11:1).
A few years after the death of Jesus, Saul came in contact with the new Christian
movement, and became one of the most fanatical of those who were determined to stamp
out this “dangerous heresy.” Saul witnessed the
stoning of Stephen. He was on the way
to Damascus to lead in further persecution of
the Christians when his
dramatic conversion took place.
From that day, Paul devoted his life
totally to Christ, and especially to the
conversion of Gentiles. The Acts of the
Apostles describes the courage and
determination with which he planted Christian
congregations over a large area of the land
bordering the eastern Mediterranean.
His letters, the earliest of Christian
writings, reveal him as the greatest of the
interpreters of Christ’s mind, and as the
founder of Christian theology. He writes, “I have been crucified with Christ; it is no longer
I who live, but Christ who lives in me; and the life I now live in the flesh I live by faith in
the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me” (Galatians 2:20).
Paul describes himself as small and insignificant in appearance: “His letters are weighty
and strong,” it was said of him, “but his bodily presence is weak, and his speech of no
account” (2 Corinthians 10:10). He writes of having a disability which he had prayed God
to remove from him, and quotes the Lord’s reply, “My grace is sufficient for you, for my
power is made perfect in weakness.” Therefore, Paul went on to say, “I will all the more
gladly boast of my weaknesses, that the power of Christ may rest upon me” (2 Corinthians
12:9). Paul is believed to have been martyred at Rome in the year 64 under Nero.

† Conversion of Paul
1937
Len Howard

Y

ou look at it every
week. Our main
stained glass window above
the altar features our patron
saint, Paul. The vignette on
the left is of his conversion.
In the close-up on the right
you see the “light from
heaven” (with a cross at the
end of it), Paul’s horse and
both men appearing to be
blinded.
(Acts 26:9-21)

4

† Transforming Stewardship
“He called them, and immediately they left their boat and their father
and followed Him.”
Matthew 4:22

J

ust as Jesus called the first apostles, He calls each of us to follow
Him, too. Not everyone is called to leave their business or family
behind, but we are expected to put God first in everything. Everything
from our time in daily prayer, our talent in participating in one of our
parish ministries and our treasure to support the financial
needs of our parish mission.
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† The Waking (not walking) Dead

by John Tuthhill

Q. How many Christians does it take to screw in a light bulb?
A. Three. (But they're really one)

W

hen the Bible talks about those who do not know Jesus,
words appear such as "blind" and words are also found
in there to describe them such as "deaf." Even the word "dead"
can be found - which does cover the other two quite nicely ...
See Ephesians 2:1-2 for "dead," 2 Corinthians 4:3-4 for "blind"
and we can throw in bonus word in here such as "lost" (Matthew
6:4) as well as "deceived" (Titus 3:3).
The command to we Christians to go out and to invite these
people who are in such a state to hear and to accept the "Good
News" seems to be a tall order. It is one that will absolutely
never successfully happen without a true miracle. My Bible
mentions that before being born again, people simply "cannot understand" (1 Corinthians
2:14). The miracle needed for such persons to be re-born seems to be equally as radical as a
miracle needed to raise the residents of a cemetery.
What hope is there for bringing anyone to Christ? Only a saint would have any chance
at asking God's hand to move at such a work so
impossible for anyone else. But we are those
saints! (see Colossians 1:2) and we are those
servants! (see Acts 16:17) We not only are
planters of the seeds (1 Corinthians 3:5) but we
are also we are the waterers and the witnesses
used by God for them to grow as well (see 1
Corinthians 3:6 & Acts 1:8). We are empowered
to bring Christ to the lost because He brings the
lost to Christ (John 6:44).
Can we think of anything more exciting and
privileged than being a partner with Christ to populate heaven ever-lasting? This is what
we're invited to do. He's ready when we are.
Thanks be to God!

† Pray It Up

N

otice the Red and White prayer request cards in the
pew? Each Sunday, fill out your request, put it in
the red bowl on the table on the way to communion.
Then take a card from the bowl either right then or after
service. Pray for that request for one week. How
comforting to know that your request is being prayed
for and that you are praying for someone else’s! You
might just be praying for the person sitting next to
you! Or, if you’d prefer - please send your request to
St. Paul’s at prayingnow2@gmail.com!

J

† Men’s Bible Study

oin us on Monday nights for this amazing Men’s Bible study! It is based on Bishop N.
T. Wright’s book, Mark for Everyone. In this study, N.T. Wright helps us find our way
around Mark and allows us to feel the urgency and excitement of Mark's Gospel in a way that
is new and fresh. Wright helps us to find it full of interest and delight, with a powerful
message that comes home to the church to today and tomorrow just as much as it did to the
church of yesterday. All the studies are available on our LiveStream and YouTube channels.
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† Free at Last

by Steve Hemming

“And you shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free.”

John 8:32

L

ast Monday, we recognized the birthdate of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., and
remembered his life’s achievements, especially the words of the immortal "I Have a
Dream" Speech (click on title to listen),.
May we be mindful that it was our Lord
Jesus Christ who set us free - “It was
for freedom that Christ set us free;
therefore keep standing firm and do not
be subject again to a yoke of
slavery.” (Galatians 5:1)
Jesus said; “The Spirit of the Lord
God is upon me, because the Lord has
anointed me to bring good news to the
afflicted; He has sent me to bind up the
brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to
captives and freedom to
prisoners;” (Isaiah 61:1, Luke 4:18).
We have been set free from sin, and
having become slaves of God, we have
our fruit to holiness, and in the end,
everlasting life. (Romans 6:22). And
the law of the Spirit of life in Christ
Jesus has made us free from the law of
sin and death (Romans 8:2). Now the
Lord is the Spirit; and where the Spirit
of the Lord is, there is freedom (2
Corinthians 3:17).

† Things You Need to Know for this Week
 1. Our Youth Group is off to Monadnock, NH for their Winter Retreat.
 2. No Rector’s Forum this week. :(
 3. Our Annual Annual Meeting will be held this Sunday between
services.
 4. The Quilters are meeting on Saturday at 11 .

† “It’s Good!

o

n Sunday February 5th will be hosting our
2nd annual Super Bowl party! We’re
setting up our big screen. And
you’re invited. Men, women,
children. It doesn’t matter who
you’re routing for. Or even if you
like football. Just bring yourself, your favorite appetizer,
beverage or snacks. And maybe wear your favorite team shirt.
No cost. No fuss. Contact Ken Perry, Ron Switzer or Dave Szen
if you’re interested so we have an idea who’s bringing what.
Weather permitting, a pregame tailgate party is a possibility!
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P

salm 27 begins: “The Lord is my light and my salvation; whom
then shall I fear? The Lord is the strength of my life; of whom then
shall I be afraid? The world may fail us; our families and friends may
even fail us, but God’s promise stands - he is always there to help us
through. We cannot earn his love and care; it has been given to us freely
and without reservation. All we have to do is ask with true willingness to
have God come into our hearts and lives as our guardian and guide.
Who else was in the boat with James and John when Jesus
called them to follow him?
a) No one b) Their father c) Their other brothers
Matthew 4:21-22 NIV
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† Transforming Saints of God
Thursday, January 19th

Wulfstan of Worcester
Bishop of Worcester, 1095

W

ulfstan was one of the few Anglo-Saxon bishops to retain his see after the
Norman Conquest of England in 1066. Beloved by all classes of society for his
humility, charity, and courage, he was born in Warwickshire about 1008, and educated in
the Benedictine abbeys of Evesham and Peterborough. He spent most of his life in the
cathedral monastery of Worcester as monk, prior, and then as bishop of the see
from 1062 until his death on January 18, 1095. He accepted the episcopate
with extreme reluctance, but having resigned himself to it, he administered the
diocese with great effectiveness. Since the see of Worcester was claimed by
the province of York before its affiliation as suffragan see of Canterbury in
1070, Wulfstan was consecrated at York. As bishop, he rapidly became
famous for his continued monastic asceticism and personal sanctity.
Even though Wulfstan had been sympathetic to King Harold of Wessex, he
was among those who submitted to William the Conqueror at Berkhamstead in
1066. He therefore was allowed to retain his see. At first, the Normans tended
to disparage him for his lack of learning and his inability to speak French, but
he became one of William’s most trusted advisers and administrators, and
remained loyal in support of William I and William II in their work of reform
and orderly government. He assisted in the compilation of the Domesday
Book, and supported William I against the rebellious barons in 1075.
William came to respect a loyalty based on principle and not on selfseeking. Archbishop Lanfranc also recognized the strength of Wulfstan’s
character, and the two men worked together to end the practice at Bristol of
kidnaping Englishmen and selling them as slaves in Ireland.
Because he was the most respected prelate of the Anglo-Saxon Church,
Wulfstan’s profession of canonical obedience to William the Conqueror’s
Archbishop of Canterbury, Lanfranc, proved to be a key factor in the transition
from Anglo-Saxon to Anglo-Norman Christianity. William’s policy, however,
was to appoint his own fellow-Normans to the English episcopate, and by the
time of William’s death, in 1087, Wulfstan was the only English-born bishop
still living.

† Ladies Evening Bible Study
The current study meets approximately every two weeks on Tuesday
evenings. Upcoming sessions will be on January 17th and 31st. They
meet 7 - 8:30 pm in the Guild Room.
Twelve Women of the Bible: Life changing stories for women today.
We will learn about the triumph and failures of Mary Magdalene,
Rebekah, Hannah and nine other women, learning how to
Apply biblical lessons to your own modern-day struggles;
Live through failures as well as successes;
Draw near to God in a world filled with trials;
Find lasting contentment;
Overcome rejection and insecurity
And much more.
For more info, please contact Dori McManus at (203) 788-1977 or
dorimcmanus@snet.net
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† Scholarly Speaking
Water

F

or more than 1500 years the church has defined the sacraments as, “outward and
visible signs of outward and spiritual grace.”* Drawing on this definition more
recent thinkers have spoken of the “Sacramental Principle” † as a way of approaching God
through created things. For the last two Sundays the Gospels have spoken of Jesus’
baptism, so let us take some time to look more broadly at water, the outward and visible
sign of that sacrament.
The opening verses of Genesis speak of water as being present at the start of creation (I
would not read this as a truth of physics, but as in indication of the essential nature of water
in the development of all life as we know it) and later, on
Day Five, it is in the water that living creatures first
appear (and here, modern science seems to agree). Water
continues to be significant in the Biblical narrative. The
great Flood demonstrates the power of the water. The
waters of the Nile are turned to blood (probably actually a
red tide) and then restored. Moses and Joshua each led
the Israelites through the water, and much later, Jesus
walked on it. More closely related to Baptism, washing
with water was a normal manner for overcoming ritual
uncleanness (there are many provisions for this,
particularly in Leviticus). It was, of course, such a ritual
bath that brought Bathsheba to David’s attention. The real
ability of water to soften, dissolve, or otherwise wash
away many kinds of soil links the ceremonial sign to the
desired effect and points to God’s merciful nature.
Water itself has some unusual physical properties that
make it interesting. It is one of very few substances that
can readily be observed in all three states of matter (solid, liquid, and gas), and can pass
easily among them: liquid water can freeze into ice
or boil into steam, but the gas can also result from
simple evaporation, and gaseous state can also
freeze directly to form snow or frost. In this we can
see the fluid nature that both links and distinguishes
the persons of the Trinity. Water also has the
apparently unique property of expanding rather
than contracting after it cools to 40◦ F. While this is
no blessing for those who have had to deal with
frozen and cracked pipes, it is also this property
which lets ice from on top of water, protecting the
liquid, and much of the life, below. To me this is
another indication of intelligence behind the created
universe.
Water is nurturing – indeed we cannot live
without it – but also threatening – as in a storm or a
flood – and demands our respect. It also tells us of
our universe and its creator.

Fr. Bill Loring, Scholar in Residence

D

o you have a question you
would like answered by our
Scholar-in-Residence? Send your
ecclesiastical, liturgical, doctrinal,
historical or other inquiries to:
Stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com.
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* Book of Common Prayer (1979), p.
857. This definition is taken from the
5th century writings of St. Augustine of
Hippo
† I have not been able to find the
origin of this concept, but first heard of it
from the late Doral Chaplin, then
Professor of Christian Education at
General Seminary, in the late 60’s. The
idea, but not the terminology, was used
by Ignatius Loyola.

COFFEE HOUR HOSTS
Jan 22nd
Jan 29th
Feb 5th

Annual Meeting
8 am - Sarver’s
10:30 am - Christine Domareck
8 am - Pat Brought 10:30 am - Marie Williams

Hebrews 13:2 - Do not neglect to show
hospitality to strangers, for thereby some
have entertained angels unawares.
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† Art in the Christian Tradition
The Boat Altar

2014
Duc in Altum Church, Migdal, Israel

L

ast Sunday in his sermon, Fr. Joe spoke of our trip to the Magdala Center
archaeological park and it’s unique altar in the boat chapel. This bright and
contemporary
worship area
features a boat altar.
The cross is
actually the mast of
the boat. The altar
is placed on a
highly polished blue
marble floor. There
is a clear window
behind the altar and
the marble floor is a
the same level as an
“endless” pool
outside which
seemingly connects
to the Sea of Galilee
in the distance.

Take a Hanger
Fill a Hanger

Many thanks to everyone who participated in our “Take a Hanger
- Fill a Hanger” campaign. We have already collected more than
30 coats for the Jericho Partnership to distributed to the needy in
Danbury. We’ll keep the rack up in Crocker Hall for a few more
weeks.
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† This Sunday’s Readings
Light in the Darkness
Isaiah 9:1-4
ur Hebrew Bible lesson is a hymn of thanksgiving and hope offered at the birth of a new
king in Jerusalem. The prophet hails the one born to be the ruler of his people. His
reign will end oppression and bring justice, righteousness, and a lasting peace. Christians see
these words coming to fulfillment in Jesus.

O

Psalm 27:1, 5-13
The psalmist expresses great trust and confidence in the Lord and asks always to be in God’s
presence.
1 Corinthians 1:10-18
In this lesson we hear that Paul is disturbed by news of factions in the
young Corinthian church. Apparently the new converts were dividing into
groups based on who it was who baptized them and whose teaching they
were following. They must instead be unified in Jesus, in whose name
alone they are baptized. Paul is grateful on this account that he himself has
baptized very few of them, and that he does not preach with such eloquent
wisdom that people would rely on him rather than the cross of Jesus.
Matthew 4:12-23
The gospel is a summary of the early ministry of Jesus: his preaching,
the calling of disciples, and his acts of healing. After the arrest of John the
Baptist, Jesus withdrew to Galilee, an area in which many Gentiles lived.
The evangelist perceives in this a fulfillment of prophecy and a
foreshadowing of the church’s mission to bring the light of the gospel to
darkened lives. Two sets of brothers are called to leave their nets and
become fishers of people.

Matthew 4:12-23
The command / invitation
to Peter, Andrew, James
and John to "Come,
follow me," is not: "I
wonder if you would
consider the possibility of
tagging along if you have
the time, and it's not too
inconvenient."

† Pick Up Your Copy Today!
Synthesis CE Study Guides for each weeks readings will
be available at the back of the church.

† Sermon Shorts

S

igns of Unity. To replay all our sermons, audio
and videos follow this link for The Sunday
Sermons. Check out our sermon archives as well.
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† Romans Bible Study

he Ladies Tuesday AM Bible Study has started
studying ROMANS, every Tuesday at 9:15 am
in the Guild Room.
In Romans, the Apostle Paul unfolds God's way to
righteousness - how we can be reconciled to God,
transformed into the people He means us to be. Sin,
salvation, grace, death, and resurrection-no other biblical
book illumines so many classic, live changing truths.
Please join us in study on Tuesday's from 9:15 -11 am. For more info contact Debbi
Pomeroy at debbi415@aol.com. Workbooks are $10.

† Start Spreading the Good News!

D

o your best to present yourself to God as one approved, a
worker who has no need to be ashamed, rightly handling the
word of truth.
2 Timothy 2:15

† Electronic Giving

S

aint Paul’s is pleased to announce the introduction of an electronic option for
making regular offerings. Contributions can now be debited automatically from
your checking/savings account or your credit/debit card. Our new electronic giving
program offers convenience for you and provides much needed donation consistency for our
congregation. There is no cost to you to use this system. Also there will be no changes if
you choose to still use your present method of giving.
The system is simple using the following steps on our
website. Sign on to the church website at
www.SaintPaulsBrookfield.com. Click on the blue “Give
Online” button at the top left of the home page. Click on
the “Create Profile” button to create your unique on line
profile. After you have created your profile, follow the on
line instructions to schedule your contribution. If you
have any questions, please contact Chuck Allen at 203775-6633 or treasurer@SaintPaulsBrookfield.com.

A

s part of our outreach, St. Paul’s donates
gift cards and non-perishable items to six
area food pantries. The non-perishable items
are provided by our generous congregation
and are truly appreciated. Donations for the
food pantry can be left in the basket at the
back of the church. Delivery is made to one
food pantry each month. Thank you.

Forum on break
The Rector Forum
will not meet this
week because of
the annual
meeting. We will
resume on Jan 29.
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"For the message of the
cross is foolishness to
those who are perishing,
but to us who are being
saved it is the ______
___ ____
1 Corinthians 1:18
NIV

† In the Beginning Was the Word

The
E
Rector’s
Forum

ach Sunday at 9:30, the Rector's Forum continues
with the Gospel of John. The last of the four Gospels
to be written, it emphasizes Jesus' full divinity within a
deeply theological framework while being accessible to
all.
Please join us in the Guild Room for this exciting Bible
study, and expect to be transformed by the Living Word.
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† Your Prayers Are Requested For…

t is such an intimate time when praying for the health and well being of others and
such a privilege. The people that we lift up to The Lord are part of our hearts for all
time. Please pray for…
.....Fr. George Hall, Joan Kirner and other
parishioners convalescing in extended care facilities.
.....St. Alban’s, Danielson; Saint Luke’s, Darien; St.
Paul’s, Darien.
.....Peace in Israel, Jerusalem, and the Middle East.
.....Revival at St. Paul’s and the greater Danbury area.
.....Ministry to, with, and for the deaf.
.....Wardens, treasurers, clerks, and all vestry
members; elected delegates; annual parish meetings.
.....Brenda Darling, Ginny Beck, Jean Stauffer, Clayton Ferry, Gary Stein, Ed Licence,
Sue Balla, Rose Barrett, Lorraine Estok, Jim Megura, Jay Lawrence, Asta Smith,
Alex, Teresa Stacchiotti, Roger Kovacs, Mary DeAnzeris; Michele Sarver & Lee
Rybos, continued healing. .....the safe return of Denise’s dog.
.....the people of Vatican City; the people of the Kingdom of Bahrain; the Diocese of Lake
Rukwa - (Tanzania) The Rt Revd Mathayo Kasagara ; and our sister and brother members
of the Anglican Church in North America.
.....Christians in the Middle East facing persecution at the hands of ISIS forces. Pray also
for radical Muslims throughout the world to come to know Jesus Christ.
.....Michael for protection from mortar attacks in Somalia with the UN peacekeeping
service.
…..Faith Food Pantry, Newtown, which is the recipient of our food basket collections for
the month of January.
.....Young Life Danbury, a ministry partner of the Jericho Partnership, which is part of
multicultural, urban, international Young Life network. It meets kids on their own turf and
helps them navigate through life, offering fun and the ultimate message of hope in Jesus
Christ. YLD is committed to sharing a Biblical worldview with kids in an exciting and
relevant way.
.....Drew Ross, healing of major surgery for throat cancer; and Joe, who is undergoing
treatment for Lymphoma..
.....The President of the United States and All in Civil Authority.
.....Merlene, Pam Szen’s mother, for the love and presence of God to pour over her as she
enters Hospice; and Mary Nigro, Bill Nigro’s mother, who broke her hip yesterday and
having surgery today at 11 am.

† This & That & Links

(Click on pictures or red links for more info)

Links We Like
Things That Make You Think
Back Issues of Sword Points
Jordan River Baptisms
During our recent trip to the Holy
Land several of us renewed our
baptismal vows in the Jordan
River at the traditional site of
Jesus' baptism at Bethany beyond
the Jordan. The water was quite
cold 15 C or 59 F!
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Just For Fun !

(And Christian Fellowship)

Random Fact
of the Week!

D

id you know ......
that Rice
University in Houston,
Texas once owned
Yankee Stadium?

† It Takes An Editorial Board
Contributors to this Weeks
Sword Points:

M

ary Allen, Chris Barrett, Ray Ferro,
Steve Hemming, Diane Loring, Bill
Loring, Dori McManus, Beth Miller, Nicole
O’Connors, Patrick
O’Connors, Mary
Perry, Ken Perry,
Kirsten Peterson,
Debbi Pomeroy,
Reyna Sampson,
John Sarver, Joe
Shepley, Tara
Shepley, David
Szen, Pam Szen,
John Tuthill, Don
Winkley and Gail
Winkley.
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