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† Together We Labor. Together We Reap!
Let us not become weary in doing good, for at the proper time we will reap a harvest if
we do not give up.
(Galatians 6:9)
Dear Friends,

R

oughly twenty percent of our parish budget is directed at supporting outside missions,
including through our denomination's outreach arm, as well as beyond. We are
grateful to our Mission Committee for their faithfulness in directing our mission budget
priorities to be in line with our mission of
"Transforming Lives Through Jesus Christ."
As we continue to consider evangelism, inside
(page 2) we will read about one such mission we
support in
Amsterdam. As
the article shares,
such work has
discouragements,
challenges and
setbacks, yet the
work of an
evangelist goes on by God's grace, and the fruit of spiritual
harvest comes forth as we refuse to give up. Whether we
are in Kenya (a recent mission our Mission Committee
member, Canon Bill Schrull, embarked upon),
Amsterdam, or right here in Brookfield, the harvest is
plentiful, yet the laborers are few.
Many new faces are appearing on Sunday morning in this new year. We don't have to go
far to reach another with Christ's love. Greet someone during worship that you have not yet
met, never let a new person stand alone at coffee hour, and introduce yourself to someone
you don't know in the parking lot. Reach out right here in our church as much as beyond the
red doors. Bring another to the Rector's Forum, join a midweek bible study, bring your
children to Sunday School more often. These are all ways we can do the work of
evangelism. And no matter where we are, or what we do as
evangelists, we all have one common call: by God's grace,
we never grow weary in doing good. Together, we labor.
Together, we reap.
Faithfully,

No Goodbyes
The thing I really love about my work, is that I have the chance to meet so many different
young people of my generation that grew up without any Christian influence. When I meet
young professionals one on one, I make contact and open up very easily which makes it
possible to have deep conversations. The downside of my desire to really connect, is the
pain I feel when people all of a sudden don't have time any more, simply don't respond to
messages, without any explanation.
Anna* is an entrepreneur and we got in contact when we were both working with our
laptops in a coffee bar, a very common thing to do here in Amsterdam. When she learned
about my efforts to create a community for both non-believing and believing young people,
she asked me if we could make an appointment. I was enthusiastic right away and over a
period of two months we had three one-on-ones, where Anna was very open about her
professional, spiritual and relational struggles.
When I look back, I feel so grateful about how tangible it was for me to see God at work.
Such a beautiful person she had become despite the death of two very close relatives. And
how strong my desire grew that she would meet Jesus Christ in the midst of her pain and
uncertainties. When I told her that we can keep on trying to improve ourselves, but that it
doesn't solve our deepest problem, namely our rebellion and self-destruction, she was
listening attentively.
The last time we had a good talk together, she shared that she had prayed on her knees in
front of her bed to Jesus Christ. She had asked Him to renew her and to forgive her sins
against God, her neighbors and herself. I was blown away by her words, since over the last
three years I have never met a non-church going person who followed my advise right away
to surrender to Christ.
Then came the disappointment. Out of nowhere Anna didn't have time to meet up and I
couldn't reach her on her cellphone. She had found new investors for her start-up company
and she was putting all her time and energy in her job again. It really made me sad to see
that this new contact was over, before it even really started.
Still, I had the impression that finding God in this discouragement was possible. How much
more is He feeling this way, humanly speaking? Starting with me, when I forget about God
in my daily life. And when God pours out His unconditional love over all creation, whether
people know Him or not! Jesus Christ is faithful, patiently reaching out to all mankind. In
God's strength I will follow His example, by trail and error.

*This is not her real name and she is not pictured above.

LOZ Amsterdam is a church plant for post-Christian young professionals and David works since 2016 fulltime as it's pastor. Donations are transferred via the Christian foundation: "NGW" in Hoenderloo, via the
IBAN account: NL31DEUT 0486380335 and BIC: DEUTNL2N with reference to: "LOZ Amsterdam".
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† In the Beginning Was the Word

The
E
Rector’s
Forum

ach Sunday at 9:30, the Rector's Forum continues
with the Gospel of John. The last of the four Gospels
to be written, it emphasizes Jesus' full divinity within a
deeply theological framework while being accessible to
all.
Please join us in the Guild Room for this exciting Bible
study, and expect to be transformed by the Living Word.

† Happy Birthday to You!

H

eather Melody, Heather Onorato & Patrick Kane celebrate
tomorrow! Saturday is the big day for Joyce McKenna. Lois Hunt
& Roseann Hodge will be blowing out candles on Monday. Bake a cake for
Erinn O’Hara & Maxwell Hodge on Tuesday. Eric Sampson will be
opening presents on Wednesday. Have a blessed day everyone!

† This Week at St. Paul’s
Thu, Feb 2

-

Sat, Feb 4

-

Sun, Feb 5

-

Mon, Feb 6 Tue, Feb 7

-

Wed, Feb 8 Thu, Feb 9

-

Sat, Feb 11

-

Sun, Feb 12

-

The Presentation
5:45 pm
7:30 pm
7:30 pm
7:30 pm
7:30 am
7:30 am
10:00 am

-

Boot Camp, Crocker Hall
Mission Committee, Guild Room
Property Committee, Classroom
Music Night, Sanctuary
Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Crocker Hall
John 21:12 Group, Panera Bread, New Milford
PraiseMoves, Crocker Hall

Fifth Sunday after the Epiphany
8:00 am
9:30 am
10:30 am
10:30 am
5:00 pm
10:00 am
7:00 pm
7:00 pm
9:15 am
5:45 pm
7:15 pm
10:00 am
7:00 pm
7:30 pm
5:45 pm
7:30 pm
7:30 am
7:30 am
10:00 am
10:00 am

-

Traditional Holy Communion (LiveStream)
Rector’s Forum, Guild Room
Sunday School
Contemporary Holy Communion
Super Bowl Party, Guild Room
Christian Caring, Guild Room
Stephen Ministry, Guild Room
Men’s Bible Study, Crocker Hall (LiveStream)
Ladies Bible Study, Guild Room
Boot Camp, Crocker Hall
Boy Scouts Troop #5, Crocker Hall
Holy Communion & Healing
Staff Meeting, Rector’s Office
Vestry Meeting, Guild Room
Boot Camp, Crocker Hall
Music Night, Sanctuary
Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Crocker Hall
John 21:12 Group, Panera Bread, New Milford
PraiseMoves, Crocker Hall
Jericho Food Pantry, Danbury

Sixth Sunday after the Epiphany
8:00 am
9:30 am
10:30 am
10:30 am

-

Traditional Holy Communion (LiveStream)
Rector’s Forum, Guild Room
Sunday School
Contemporary Holy Communion

Click Below to

Click Below to
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† The Prophets of Foot Baal!

by John Tuthhill

Elijah came near to all the people and said, "How long will you hesitate
between two opinions? If the LORD is God, follow Him; but if Baal, follow him."
But the people did not answer him a word.
(1 Kings 18:21

D

eep investigative reporting for this week's article indicates that this Sunday will be
"Super Bowl Sunday." Sources close to St. Paul's Investigative Team (S.P.I.T.)
report a half-time show featuring something called a "Lady Gaga" will take place, but that
there will also be two opposing teams facing off to compete for a world championship in
football; The New England Patriots vs. the Atlanta Falcons, according to most reports.
People as they are watching the game will no doubt be reminded of a similar, although
more lop-sided, showdown between one single O.T. / M.V.P. Prophet-of-God (Elijah) and
his head-coach, God, facing down a combined team of more than 450 prophets backed by
their false god, "Baal" added to 400 more prophets of a false goddess called "Asherah." (See
1 Kings chapter 18 and verse 19). After more than three years without rain as judgment on
the people of Israel for willingly following after these false gods, by faith, Elijah challenged
King Ahab to this spiritual to physical showdown at Mt. Carmel, in Israel.
As the pre-game show on Mt. Carmel, Elijah first asked the people of Israel all gathered;
“How long will you waver between two opinions? If the Lord is God, follow him; but if
Baal is God, follow him” (1 Kings 18:21). The people, however, remained weakly silent
and uncommitted to either. Elijah then challenged the false prophets to prepare their bull
sacrifice as an offering for their god and Elijah would do the same. The catch was this: they
could light no fire on their altar. The challenge was for the true God that would answer by
providing fire from heaven to be proven to the people as the one and only true God (see
verses 22–25).
You may know the familiar telling of what happened.
Here's the re-play: the prophets of Baal & Asherah went
first and for several hours prayed long and loud all the
while slashing at themselves to bleed and entice their gods
to light the sacrifice - all without any result until evening.
Elijah then prepared the sacrifice to the Lord on His
altar, even dousing and soaking the wood and sacrifice with
water which also filled a trench dug around for good
measure. Elijah prayed very simply and briefly, “Lord, the
God of Abraham, Isaac and Israel, let it be known today
that you are God in Israel and that I am your servant and
have done all these things at your command. Answer me,
Lord, answer me, so these people will know that you, Lord,
are God, and
that you are
turning their
hearts back again” (1 Kings 18:36–37).
Needless to say, the Lord's fire immediately
not only completely consumed the entire
offering and the wood and the stones and the
dust, but, "...also licked up the water in the
trench.” The people of Israel repented and
bowed down, confessing the Lord as their one
true God (verse 39) and the Lord delivered
them from the three-years without rain. "The
prayer of a righteous person is powerful and
effective”, so says James 5:16.
God's mercy targeted a substitute for the fire of His anger - instead of consuming the
unfaithful people themselves. The Lord's fire was sent onto the sacrifice instead. Just as
our Lord provides for us today - "Christ our Passover has been sacrificed for us."
God answers. God is involved. God exists. Hallelujah!
Thanks be to God!
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COFFEE HOUR HOSTS
Feb 5th
Feb 12th
Feb 19th

8 am - Pat Brought
8 am - Wanzer’s
8 am - Lois Hunt

10:30 am - Marie Williams
10:30 am - Jack Collins
10:30 am - Barbieri’s

Hebrews 13:2 - Do not neglect to show
hospitality to strangers, for thereby some
have entertained angels unawares.
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St. Paul’s Church - Youth Groups and Scouting – an update.

St

. Paul’s Church has sponsored and provided adult leadership,
and meeting facilities to Boy Scouts of America, Troop 5,
since the early 1960’s.
BSA Troop 5 was formed in 1942 by a group of “concerned
citizens.” You will recall the time was in the midst of WW II
and only 32 years after the founding of BSA in 1910.
Currently Troop 5 has 35 registered scouts and 14 trained
adult leaders. The troop is extremely active both within and
outside our immediate community. There are many Eagle Service
projects and troop “good turns” that are readily evident.
Landscaping, picnic tables, fall cleanups, and much more are done
quietly and provide scouts with leadership and practical learning
opportunities. Troop 5 has recently awarded its 69 th Eagle Scout
Award – the highest rank in Scouting. Our latest Eagle, Stephen Kawulicz, is now a student
at Notre Dame, studying for the priesthood. On the south end of Crocker Hall you will see
a plaque with each recipient’s name.
Troop 5 is a “camping” unit. In fact, we have gone camping every month, year around,
since February 1964 – you do the math! Additionally, we have attended National and
Regional Jamborees, National Scout High Adventure trips, annual historic tours throughout
the Northeast, and of course, always a week at Boy Scout summer camp.
Troop 135, the second troop in Brookfield, is an offshoot of Troop 5 and it is also very
successful.
Cub Scout Pack 135 is also sponsored by St. Paul’s Church. There are 107 younger
boys and 23 trained leaders registered in the program. They are also an active part of our
community as well as a source of scouts for both Troop 5 and Troop 135.
And, not to be overlooked, St. Paul’s has been the meeting location for several Girl
Scout units for many, years.
All of these youth groups are self funded.
St. Paul’s has a long and proud tradition of sponsoring Scouting, along with its
emphasis on responsible citizenship, leadership opportunities, outdoor experiences and
spiritual values.
Thank you to St. Paul’s for your valued community outreach – “Beyond the Red
Doors.”

† “It’s Good!

T

his Sunday, February 5th, we are hosting
our 2nd annual Super Bowl party! We’re
setting up our big screen. And
you’re invited. Men, women,
children. It doesn’t matter who
you’re routing for. Or even if you like
football. Just bring yourself, your favorite appetizer,
beverage or snacks. And maybe wear your favorite team shirt. No
cost. No fuss. Contact Ken Perry, Ron Switzer or Dave Szen if
you’re interested so we have an idea who’s bringing what.
Weather permitting, a pregame tailgate party is a possibility!
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† All I Need Is You

by Steve Hemming

“Two things I asked of You, do not refuse me before I die: Keep deception and lies far
from me. Give me neither poverty nor riches; Feed me with the food that is my portion, that
I not be full and deny You and say, “Who is the Lord?” Or that I not be in want and steal,
and profane the name of my God.”
Proverbs 30:7-9

I

spent many years and lots of money seeking a myriad of pleasures and possessions.
Whenever I felt depressed or fearful, in an effort to find some sort of comfort, I either
sought to satisfy a variety of fleshly desires or else I
would buy things that I really didn’t need. While I
ended up having a lot of stuff, resultantly, I didn’t have
much of the Lord in my life. Because I was so filled
with the things of the world, it was as though I had
forgotten God (Hosea 13:6).
In a worldly sense, I had everything I thought I
needed in terms of possessions, but as God’s word says
in Luke 9:25; “For what profit is it to a man if he gains
the whole world, and is himself destroyed or lost?”
Indeed, my reckless spending and out of control lifestyle
nearly destroyed me. I truly reaped what I had sown
(Galatians 6:7).
Despite my predilection to sin, God never gave up on me. No matter how many times I
turned away from Him, it was His persistent kindness, tolerance, and patience that would
lead me back to the Lord with a repentant heart (Romans 2:4).
What I have learned from the years of aimless wandering is that God and God alone, is
the One who can truly fill and satisfy me. Nothing else will ever gratify. For He satisfies
the thirsty soul, and fills the hungry soul with what is good (Psalm 107:9). When Jesus
delivered His sermon on the mount, He stated, “Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for
righteousness, for they shall be satisfied” (Matthew 5:6). Jesus is the source of all
satisfaction, as He tells us in John 6:35; “He who comes to Me shall never hunger, and he
who believes in Me shall never thirst.”
I still stumble from time to time. But regardless of how many times I may fall, I have
come to an understanding deep within my soul that God is my true heart’s desire and all I
really need. Is He the true desire of your heart?
“Whom have I in heaven but You? And there is none upon earth that I desire besides
You. My flesh and my heart fail; but God is the strength of my heart and my portion
forever.” Psalm 73:25-26
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“...Give us the liberty of that
abundant life you have made known
to us in your Son our Savior, Jesus
Christ…” Try to imagine the joy in
your life if you concentrate on its
abundance and do not allow yourself
to live in a mindset of scarcity. God
does indeed provide for all our needs
is we live in Him and for him.

Episcopal Volunteers in Mission offers opportunities
for adults to serve throughout Anglican Communion
[January 31, 2017] As the Episcopal Church relaunches Episcopal Volunteers in
Mission, interested adult candidates are invited to consider opportunities for
sharing and learning in locales throughout the Anglican
Communion.
“We are relaunching this long-standing missionary program to
make people aware of the opportunities for Episcopalians of all
ages to live, work, and pray alongside fellow Anglicans/
Episcopalians around the world,” explained the Rev. David Copley,
Episcopal Church Director of Global Partnerships and Mission
Personnel. “This is an opportunity to live out your faith and to
listen and learn from others as they do the same.”
Through Episcopal Volunteers in Mission, lay or ordained adult
Episcopalians (ages 30+) devote six to 12 months volunteering in
an area of the Anglican Communion. While the ministry of
presence is of prime importance, volunteers have previously
contributed as teachers, accountants, doctors, administrators,
theologians, agriculturalists, chaplains, and many other areas of ministry.
Episcopal Volunteers in Mission is not unlike the Young Adult Service Corps. “The
Young Adult Service Corps, or YASC as we call it, is very successful and
participation and interest in the program continues to grow,” Copley continued.
“We are often asked if there are similar opportunities for Episcopalians over the
age of 30 to serve in a like way. We hope that relaunching the Episcopal
Volunteers in Mission program will enable those who feel called to serve
internationally to live out that call.”
“Missionary service can be a great way to strengthen Companion Relationships
between dioceses and congregations,” said Elizabeth Boe, Staff Officer for Global
Mission Engagement. “We are delighted to offer this opportunity to engage in
global mission service to help support local mission initiatives of dioceses across
the Episcopal Church.”
Information, requirements and applications are located here.
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† Blind Auction

O

n Sunday, February 26th, St. Paul's OWN will host its annual
blind auction to raise funds for our summer mission trip to
Chicago. And you are invited! Last years auction included gift cards
to local restaurants, a family movie night gift basket, tickets to a local
concert, music lessons, a gift certificate to a jewelry store, and
more! We expect to have just as many fantastic items up for
auction this year. There is no admission price, and families are
always welcome and kids are invited to participate in our kids only
raffle. Hors d’oeuvres and refreshments will be served. We hope to
see you there!
We are looking for help from individuals, small groups/ministries, and businesses to help
make the evening a success. Please consider helping us in the following ways:
Individuals: we are looking for donations of new, unwrapped toys for a kids only raffle
during the auction.
Small Groups/Ministries: please consider going in with your small group or ministry
group to donate a themed basket or auction item. It could be anything from a spa gift basket
to food items (jams, jellies, baked goods), to a family movie night basket. Or perhaps a
party theme basket, gardening or quilting basket, or even a date night basket for busy
parents.
Businesses: If you own or work at a local business please consider donating an item or
service from your business such as a gift card to your restaurant or store, a consultation by a
professional, or a donation of landscaping, snow removal, auto or boat detailing, etc. It’s a
great way to support the youth and perhaps bring in a new patron!
We ask that all donations be brought to the church by Sunday, February 12th. Please
sign up during coffee hour to help out with the auction. Thank you!

9

† Scholarly Speaking
Candlemas

T

oday, February 2*, is observed, under various titles, in most liturgical
churches, both Eastern and Western, as the conclusion of the ChristmasEpiphany cycle celebrating our Lord’s incarnation. The selection of titles
is of interest as they suggest different aspects of the feast. In our own
BCP the full titles are, “The Presentation of Our Lord Jesus Christ in the
Temple, also called the Purification of Saint Mary the Virgin” (p. 33). In
the Church of England’s Book of Common Worship it appears as, “The
Presentation of Christ in the Temple (Candlemas).” Older English and
American books use, “The Presentation of Christ in the Temple, commonly
called The Purification of Saint Mary the Virgin.” Roman Catholic books
vary, but prior to Vatican II tended to emphasize the ‘Purification’ and
‘Candlemas’, but more recently have emphasized the ‘Presentation.’
Among Eastern Christians the preferred usage emphasizes the ‘Meeting’
between Christ and Simeon. The feast itself is an ancient one; surviving
From a 14th c. Sarum Missal sermons for the day go back to the early fourth century (before
Constantine)
The Gospel for the day (used in nearly all liturgical
traditions) ties the observance to the fulfillment of the Law
which calls for the consecration of any first-born child and
which provides for the purification of the mother forty days
after the birth of a son. This double event gives us the two
alternative titles of the BCP (and other) traditions. The
reference to Christ as “a light to enlighten the nations”, also in
the Gospel, inspired from early times the blessing and lighting
of candles in connection with this celebration. The last part of
the Gospel describes the meeting of the Holy Family with
Simeon and then Anna which gives us the eastern title, and is
also significant in many aspects of the western celebration
(note that this is featured in the Sarum illumination shown
Russian icon 15th c.
above as well as in the Russian icon shown here). In the
Sarum and other Western breviaries most of the antiphons (short anthems sung
before and after the psalms) are taken from this part of the Gospel and one is
actually a short meditation on the meeting: “The old man held the Child, but the old
man was ruled by the Child whom the Virgin bare….”
I referred earlier to the blessing of candles, and while the format differs, this is a
feature of the observance of the day in both Eastern and Western churches. In both
the Byzantine and Western traditions candles are customarily blessed and
distributed just before the liturgy (and in the West it is also common to bless
candles for use in the church at the same time). Among the Armenians the candles
are blessed and distributed on the eve of the feast and then carried out into the
darkness. Afterwards they may be taken home or used to light a bonfire. In Poland
there is a local custom of saving these blessed candles and lighting them during
thunderstorms, giving the celebration the
popular name of, “Our Lady of Thunder” †. In
many places two of the candles blessed on this
occasion are used on the following day, the
feast of St. Blaise, for the blessing of throats.
St. Blaise (d. 316) was an Armenian Bishop
who saved a young boy from choking on a fish
bone, and thus came to be regarded as the
patron for sore throats. The blessing of throats
on his feast is considered both a curative and a
preventive measure.
(Continued on page 11)
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(Continued from page 10)

Candlemas

In many churches and homes it is customary to leave at least some of the
Christmas decorations in place until this feast, removing them either on the eve or
on the day itself. The 17th century poet, Robert Herrick commented thus:
Ceremony upon Candlemas Eve
Down with the rosemary, and so
Down with the bays and misletoe;
Down with the holly, ivy, all
Wherewith ye dress'd the Christmas hall;
That so the superstitious find
No one least branch there left behind;
For look, how many leaves there be
Neglected there, maids, trust to me,
So many goblins you shall see. ‡
One decoration which is appropriately left until this feast
is the rowell, a hoop with candles mounted on it (many
churches change to white candles in the advent wreath and
use it in this way).
Your scholar also likes to refer to this occasion as St.
Groundhog’s Day. This North American festivity originated
among the Pennsylvania Dutch, and there is some evidence
that it grew from north European practices of Candlemas
Day. While any connection to our Feast may well be slight,
both occasions do have a common emphasis on the bringing
of light into the world.
Fr. Bill Loring, Scholar in Residence

D

o you have a question you
would like answered by our
Scholar-in-Residence? Send your
ecclesiastical, liturgical, doctrinal,
historical or other inquiries to:
Stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com.

*

Some Eastern churches still use the Old Style
or Julian Calendar to determine holy days and for
them February 2 corresponds to February 15 in
our Calendar. Anciently most Eastern churches
combined Christmas and Epiphany on January 6
(some still do) and for them this feast would fall on
February 14 (or 27th if they keep it on the Julian
date.)
†
Wikipedia, s.v. “Presentation of Jesus in the
Temple,” retrieved 2/1/2017
‡
Poemhunter , retrieved 2/1/2017

† Pray It Up

N

otice the Red and White prayer request cards in
the pew? Each Sunday, fill out your request, put
it in the red bowl on the table on the way to communion. Then
take a card from the bowl either right then or after service.
Pray for that request for one week. How comforting to know
that your request is being prayed for and that you are praying
for someone else’s! You might just be praying for the person
sitting next to you! Or, if you’d prefer - please send your
request to St. Paul’s at prayingnow2@gmail.com!

J

† Men’s Bible Study

oin us this Monday night for the exciting conclusion to this amazing
Men’s Bible study! It is based on Bishop N. T. Wright’s book, Mark
for Everyone. In this study, N.T. Wright has helped us find our way around
Mark and allowed us to feel the urgency and excitement of Mark's Gospel in
a way that is new and fresh. All the studies are available on our LiveStream
and YouTube channels.
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Holy Land Revisited
Mount Carmel

“B

aal must be a god. Maybe he's daydreaming or using the toilet or traveling
somewhere. Or maybe he's asleep, and you have to wake him up.”
Elijah’s sarcastic challenge to the frantic Baal worshippers in 1 Kings 18 still adds some
humor to an otherwise dire situation in Israel’s history to choose whom they
would worship, the fertility god of the Canaanites or Yahweh who brought
them out of Egypt. Their decision on Mount Carmel to identify with the true
God of Abraham made the mountain legendary.
The god of the farming Canaanites was in direct opposition to the God of
Israel where as wanderers in the desert their profession was primarily as
shepherds. Coming to a fertile land with Baal worship forced an identity
crisis for them - who was the true God of life that deserved their worship?
As recorded in 1 Kings 18, Elijah’s seemingly impossible victory set the stage
for the dramatic choice that begins and ends on Mount Carmel. A symbol of
fertility throughout the Old Testament, Mount Carmel means “God’s
vineyard” or “God’s garden,” and its lush slopes mark the site for one of the
most entertaining stories in the Bible.
The prophet Elijah, whose name gives away the ironic answer to their
dilemma means “Jehovah is God,” set himself up against one of Israel’s worst
kings when he declared to Ahab that there would be no rain without his sayso (17:1). In a country where it does not rain for nine months out of the year,
this would be especially devastating for an agrarian society!
Why did the Jews worship Baal and forget the God of Israel? The answer is
still debated today, but lies in who Baal was to them. Baal means Lord,
Master, or Husband and his mate was the fertility goddess/sister/wife
Asherath. Baal is the God of storms, rain, and lightning …the perfect god for
a farmer to worship, but it was a strange religion.
Baal worship involved offering animal sacrifices where priests would officiate, and some
even made their sons pass through fire as sacrifices to Baal. Male and female prostitutes
were available to worshipers to inspire the fertility of both the land and the people. Baal was
usually associated with a bull and with a threatening lightning bolt in hand. His whole
presence shouted, “I am the
one who gives life (fertility)
through rain!”
The Jews went after this
Storm god, Baal; a god they
thought would bring them rain,
but instead brought God’s
punishment on their crops, a
drought, and a famine. So
Ahab’s god and Elijah’s God
meet in a classic showdown on
Mount Carmel with 850 false
priests and prophets of Baal
(450), Asherah (400), and
Elijah (1). Long odds indeed.
In a final irony, when the
(Continued on page 13)
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(Continued from page 12)

Mount Carmel

prophets of Baal were defeated in dramatic fashion, the
people recited Elijah’s name, “Jehovah is God,” after
God consumed Elijah’s sacrifice with fire from heaven
(1 Kings 18:39).
Today the beautiful Mount Carmel (kerem) is
peaceful and located on the far tip of the Jezreel Valley
near the coast, a limestone mountain range that
stretches for 24 miles from the Mediterranean near
Haifa into the heart of Israel’s hinterland. It is dotted
with springs that provide all sorts of growth (carob
trees, oaks, pines, cedars, myrtles, laurels, and
tamarinds), and covered in tiny volcanic cave
entrances that
open up into
spacious
hideaways,
suitable for prophets or criminals on the run (Amos
9:3).
In the 12th century a Catholic Order was created
here called the Carmelites (based on a cave that they
believed to be the grotto where Elijah stayed), and
although there is no evidence for it, a monastery was
later founded at the location called The Star of the Sea
(Stella Maris).
Unfortunately, there are no archaeological ruins to
see to match Elijah’s story on Mount Carmel, but the
view from the top of the Stella Maris Monastery is a
spectacular photo opportunity! You can see the
Jezreel Valley, Mount Gilboa, and the hills of Galilee.
Be sure not to miss the statue of Elijah flashing his
knife at the vanquished Baal prophets who learned the
identity of the true God of Israel.
• 1 Kings 16:25-34; 18:1-46; Luke 4:24-30; Jeremiah
46:18; Israel 35:1-2; Songs 7:5
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† Start Spreading the Good News!

T

"

14

he fruit of the righteous is a tree of life, and whoever
captures souls is wise.
Proverbs 11:30

Therefore, since we are receiving an unshakable kingdom, let us be filled with gratitude,
and so worship God acceptably with reverence and awe. For our God is a consuming fire.
Hebrews 12:28-29 (Berean Study Bible)

† Art in the Christian Tradition
12 Long Years Homeless...

Photograph by Lukasz Dunikowski
2008
Krakow, Poland

The words of the prophet Isaiah to his
people:
s not this the fast that I choose: to
loose the bonds of injustice, to undo
the thongs of the yoke, to let the oppressed
go free, and to break every yoke? Is it not to
share your bread with the hungry, and bring
the homeless poor into your house...?" -Isaiah 58:6-7a
Brevard Childs in his commentary on
Isaiah frames God's special call through his
servant Isaiah this way: "Phrases such as
"loosen the cords of evil," "untie the straps
of the yoke," "letting the oppressed go free,"
occur frequently in the earlier prophets
(Amos 5:14; Isaiah 1:16-17; 33:15, Micah
6:6)...However, this response is more generated by the reader from the book of Isaiah as a
whole than from an intentional authorial reference. To share bread with the hungry, to
provide shelter for the homeless, and to clothe the naked goes far beyond the servant's
commission and addresses common human compassion in a general imperative."

"I

† Isaiah

O

ur Old Testament reading this week is from the Book of Isaiah. This book can be
divided into two (and possibly three) parts. Chapters 1 to 39 were written before
the exile, from about 740 BC to about 700 BC. These were
difficult times for the southern kingdom, Judah: a disastrous war
was fought with Syria; the Assyrians conquered Israel, the
northern kingdom, in 723 BC, and threatened Judah. Isaiah saw
the cause of these events as social injustice, which he condemned,
and against which he fought valiantly. Chapters 40 to 66 were
written during and after the Exile in Babylon. They are filled with
a message of trust and confident hope that God will soon end the
Exile. Some scholars consider that Chapters 56 to 66 form a third
part of the book, written after the return to the Promised Land.
These chapters speak of hope and despair; they berate the people
for their sin, for worshipping other gods. Like Second Isaiah, this
part speaks of the hope that God will soon restore Jerusalem to its
former glory and make a new home for all peoples.

† Transforming Stewardship
“Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your
good works and give glory to your Father who is in heaven.”
Matthew 5:16

T

he generosity of being a good steward of your gifts
has a positive effect on people and it is contagious!
Good works encourages more good works. Let your light
shine! Be careful to recognize that God is working through you and don’t put
yourself above the people you have been called to help.
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Register today for the Spring Training & Gathering: April 1
Spring Training & Gathering is an
annual training day, held in the
spring, with dozens of workshops.
The 2017 Gathering will take place
Saturday, April 1 at Lincoln Middle
School, Meriden from 9:30 a.m. to
4:00 p.m.
Workshop categories include:
Christian Formation,
Communication, Connecting &
Collaborating, Essential Parish
Operations, Leadership, Passion
& Call, Pastoral Care, Social
Justice & Advocacy,
Stewardship, and Worship.
Please have a look at the 2017
Workshop Booklet containing
information about all of the workshops, and materials for vestries/leadership
teams. Lay leaders including whole vestries regularly attend.
The day is organized by Robin Hammeal-Urban, Canon for Mission Integrity &
Training, with administrator Deb Kenney. For questions contact Deb Kenney.
Learn more and register for Spring Training & Gathering here. Register by March
5 for a $15.00 registration fee, prices go up after March 5.

S

† Electronic Giving

aint Paul’s is pleased to announce the introduction of an electronic option for
making regular offerings. Contributions can now be debited automatically from
your checking/savings account or your credit/debit card. Our new electronic giving
program offers convenience for you and provides much needed donation consistency for our
congregation. There is no cost to you to use this system. Also there will be no changes if
you choose to still use your present method of giving.
The system is simple using the following steps on our
website. Sign on to the church website at
www.SaintPaulsBrookfield.com. Click on the blue “Give
Online” button at the top left of the home page. Click on
the “Create Profile” button to create your unique on line
profile. After you have created your profile, follow the
on line instructions to schedule your contribution. If you
have any questions, please contact Chuck Allen at 203775-6633 or treasurer@SaintPaulsBrookfield.com.

Did you miss last week’s Children’s sermon? Click here to watch it.
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† This Sunday’s Readings
Salt & Light
Isaiah 58:1-12
his passage is a denunciation of the injustices of those who only act at their religion.
There is a promise of the Lord’s favor for those who genuinely repent and care for the
needy. Fasts and many prayers are of no purpose and may be misused if they do not involve the
liberation of the oppressed and help for the weak and afflicted. When there is justice and
sharing, then the light of the Lord will rise out of darkness and all the ruins will be rebuilt.

T

Psalm 112:1-10
Blessed are those who are right with the Lord, who are just and generous with those in need.
1 Corinthians 2:1-16
In this lection Paul teaches the Corinthians that the wisdom of God is very different from the
wisdom which humans pride themselves. Some of the Corinthians were apparently boasting of
their Christianity as though it were powerful in terms of worldly wisdom. They even made fun
of Paul for his lack of eloquence. The true power of God is,
however, hidden from the ruling forces of the world, for it is
Matthew 5:13-20
discovered in a crucified Lord. This is revealed through
Don't think that my teachings
God’s own Spirit. Genuine spirituality manifests itself in
wise discernment and a Christ-like cast of mind.
replace or reduce the law and
Matthew 5:13-20
In the gospel lesson we learn that disciples are like salt
and as light to the world. They are to live even more
righteously than the pious scribes and Pharisees. Like a city
set on a hill or a lamp on a stand. Jesus’ followers must
show forth their good works to the glory of God. Jesus has
not come to abolish the law and the prophets but to fulfill
their purpose. Only those who go beyond the keeping of the
law and are wholly committed to God’s will can enter the
kingdom of heaven.

the prophets. And don't think
you can skip the details. Details
count. But something more than
the details is also needed. You
must align your whole self with
what God desires - that is what
those in Heaven are like.

† Pick Up Your Copy Today!
Synthesis CE Study Guides for each weeks readings will
be available at the back of the church.

† Sermon Shorts

L

iving Right Side Up in an Upside Down
World. To replay all our sermons, audio
and videos follow this link for The Sunday
Sermons. Check out our sermon archives as well.
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† Your Prayers Are Requested For…

t is such an intimate time when praying for the health and well being of others and
such a privilege. The people that we lift up to The Lord are part of our hearts for all
time. Please pray for…
.....Fr. George Hall, Joan Kirner and other
parishioners convalescing in extended care facilities.
.....All Saint’s, East Hartford; St. John’s, East
Hartford; Christ & the Epiphany, East Haven; St.
John’s, East Windsor.
.....Revival at St. Paul’s and the greater Danbury area.
.....The Haitian Ministry Network; Haitian ministry in
the Episcopal Church in Connecticut.
.....Brenda Darling, Ginny Beck, Jean Stauffer,
Clayton Ferry, Gary Stein, Ed Licence, Sue Balla, Rose Barrett, Lorraine Estok, Jim
Megura, Jay Lawrence, Alex, Teresa Stacchiotti, Roger Kovacs, Mary DeAnzeris;
Michele Sarver & Lee Rybos, continued healing. .....the safe return of Denise’s dog.
.....the people of Australia; the people of the Republic of Abkhazia; the Diocese of
Liverpool - (York, England) The Rt Revd Paul Bayes; and our sister and brother members
of the Reformed Presbyterian Church of Australia.
.....Christians in the Middle East facing persecution at the hands of ISIS forces. Pray also
for radical Muslims throughout the world to come to know Jesus Christ.
.....Michael for protection from mortar attacks in Somalia with the UN peacekeeping
service.
.....Victory Christian Center, Danbury and their Food Pantry, which is the recipient of our
food basket collections for the month of February.
.....Cambodian New Life Evangelical Church, Danbury, a congregational partner of the
Jericho Partnership.
.....Drew Ross, healing of major surgery for throat cancer; and Joe, who is undergoing
treatment for Lymphoma.
.....Sound Government.
.....Mary Nigro, Bill Nigro’s mother, recovering from a broken hip.

1 Corinthians 2:2 NIV

"For I resolved to know
nothing while I was with
you except Jesus Christ and
____ __________."

† This & That & Links

(Click on pictures or red links for more info)

Links We Like
Things That Make You Think
Back Issues of Sword Points
Light and Salvation
When people try to hurt me, He
is my protector. When I am
overwhelmed, He is my
comforter. When I ask for help,
He is my guide. “Be strong and
take heart” for “the Lord is my
light and my salvation.”
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Just For Fun !

(And Christian Fellowship)

Random Fact of the Week!

D

id you know ... that there are eight
churches on Antarctica, the
southernmost church in the world being the
Chapel of the Snows?

† It Takes An Editorial Board
Contributors to this Weeks
Sword Points:

M

ary Allen, Chris Barrett, Ray Ferro,
Steve Hemming, Diane Loring, Bill
Loring, Dori McManus, Beth Miller, Nicole
O’Connors, Patrick
O’Connors, Mary
Perry, Ken Perry,
Kirsten Peterson,
Debbi Pomeroy,
Reyna Sampson,
John Sarver, Joe
Shepley, Tara
Shepley, David
Szen, Pam Szen,
John Tuthill, Don
Winkley and Gail
Winkley.
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