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† Dream with Us, Step Out in Faith
Father to the fatherless...this is God.

(Psalm 68:5)

Dear Friends,

25

-30% of our youth in this country are fatherless. The risk for kids who are fatherless
reads like an epidemic. Fatherless kids are:
- 63% of all youth suicides
- 90% of all homeless and runaways
- 85% of all kids with behavioral disorders
- 80% of all rapists with anger problems
- 71% of all high school dropouts
- 75% of all adolescents in chemical treatment centers

Mentoring has been proven to be the most effective way to reach a fatherless child.
Youth who are mentored are:
- 46% less likely to do drugs
- 33% less likely to resort to violence
- 53% less likely to drop out of school
- 59% more likely to improve grades
- Less likely to commit suicide, become pregnant, and be involved in a gang.
Since I became a mentor, two other men in our parish have stepped up to become mentors.
One of our women is a mentor to female youth as well.
By offering 50-100 hours per year, that is, 2-3% of our awake, non-job related time, we can
make a life-changing impact on an at-risk youth. We are talking much in this season as a
church about evangelism, and here is one way to fulfill this call.
We have a dream: that our parish will represent the most mentors of any church in our area
participating in the Jericho mentoring program. Dream with
us, step out in faith
and help us
bring healing, unity and hope to those most
in need.
Faithfully,

† Who's Asking?

by John Tuthhill

"Jesus answered, 'If you knew the gift of God and who is asking you for a drink, you
would have asked Him, and He would have given you living water.'"
(John 4:11 Berean Study Bible translation)

W

hen Jesus seems to be asking - what He is really doing? Unlike anyone else,
when Jesus asks for something, what He is actually doing is just the opposite - He
is offering infinitely more. Because of who He is as the Creator, never does He ask out of
need for Himself. He lacks nothing. But He does ask. Why?
Jesus asked the "woman at the well" in John's gospel for only the very simplest little
thing, just a tiny a drink of water. This happens shortly after
Jesus' conversation with Nicodemus, a Pharisee, (John 3:1-21).
But in John 4:4-42 Jesus’ conversation with this lone Samaritan
woman that had come to get water from a well (a place called
"Jacob’s well") Jesus asks this woman, who is apparently an
outcast among even her own people, since she came all alone in
the heat of the day to get water.
How encouraging that Jesus asks (offers) to someone with so
little to offer. He values us, what are we that he is concerned,
much less invite to be with Him in intimacy fully restored? Jesus'
talk with the Samaritan woman means that anyone, especially
those who know they are "poor in spirit" (Matthew 5:3) do
understand how completely wonderful Jesus is. Amazing grace
indeed.
Jesus is "the" way to eternal life. As He says later in the account with the woman.
"...Everyone who drinks this water will be thirsty again, but whoever drinks the water I give
him will never thirst. Indeed, the water I give him will become in him a spring of water
welling up to eternal life’” (John 14:6). Jesus desires that we demonstrate and imitate His
love to everyone, even our enemies (John 4:7-9 / Matthew 5:44). What a gift it is to
worship God both in spirit and in truth (John 4:23-24; Psalm 145:18).
Our testimony about Jesus is powerful for leading others who do not really "know" Him
yet to believe and be saved. "Many of the Samaritans from that town believed in him
because of the woman's testimony, ‘He told me everything I ever did.’ So when the
Samaritans came to him, they urged
him to stay with them, and he stayed
two days. And because of his words
many more became believers. They
said to the woman, ‘We no longer
believe just because of what you said;
now we have heard for ourselves, and
we know that this man really is the
Savior of the world”’ (John 4:39–42).
Salvation is given only when we
know our desperate need is for that
saved life we do not have any other
way.
Living water is for the thirsty.
Thanks be to God!
"This day I call heaven and earth as
witnesses against you that I have set before
you life and death, blessings and curses.
Now choose _____, so that you and your
children may live..."
Deuteronomy 30:19 NIV
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† In the Beginning Was the Word

The
E
Rector’s
Forum

ach Sunday at 9:30, the Rector's Forum continues
with the Gospel of John. The last of the four Gospels
to be written, it emphasizes Jesus' full divinity within a
deeply theological framework while being accessible to
all.
Please join us in the Guild Room for this exciting Bible
study, and expect to be transformed by the Living Word.

St. Paul’s OWN 2 PM to 4 PM

† This Week at St. Paul’s
Thu, Feb 9

-

Sat, Feb 11

-

Sun, Feb 12

-

Tue, Feb 14

-

Wed, Feb 15 Thu, Feb 16 Sat, Feb 18

-

Sun, Feb 19

-

5:45 pm
7:30 pm
7:30 am
7:30 am
10:00 am
10:00 am

-

Boot Camp, Crocker Hall
Music Night, Sanctuary
Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Crocker Hall
John 21:12 Group
PraiseMoves, Crocker Hall
Jericho Food Pantry, Danbury

Sixth Sunday after the Epiphany
8:00 am
9:30 am
10:30 am
10:30 am
2:00 pm
9:15 am
5:45 pm
7:15 pm
10:00 am
5:45 pm
7:30 pm
7:30 pm
7:30 am
7:30 am
10:00 am

-

Traditional Holy Communion (LiveStream)
Rector’s Forum, Guild Room
Sunday School
Contemporary Holy Communion
Youth Group Game Day
Ladies Bible Study, Guild Room
Boot Camp, Crocker Hall
Boy Scouts Troop #5, Crocker Hall
Holy Communion & Healing
Boot Camp, Crocker Hall
Healing Team, Guild Room
Music Night, Sanctuary
Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Crocker Hall
John 21:12 Group
PraiseMoves, Crocker Hall

Seventh Sunday after the Epiphany
8:00 am
9:30 am
10:30 am
10:30 am

-

Click Below to

Click Below to

Traditional Holy Communion (LiveStream)
Rector’s Forum, Guild Room
Sunday School
Contemporary Holy Communion
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† So, Who Was St. Valentine?

T

his is a day we love to remember, but we
don’t know why. We'll never really know
exactly who he was or what he did, but the stories
surrounding this popular saint have contributed to
the Valentine's holiday traditions. The Roman
Catholic Church recognizes at least three different
saints named Valentine or Valentinus. Although
there are two main stories about St. Valentine, it is
possible they evolved from the life of one man.
Some believe that he was a Catholic priest and
physician in Rome who was beaten to death under
the Christian persecution of Emperor Claudius II,
who ruled from 268 to 270 A.D. Some accounts say
that before he was martyred, he was thrown in jail
where he befriended the jailer's blind daughter and
restored her sight. The day of his execution, he left
a note for this girl to thank her for her friendship
and signed it "From your Valentine." Some
accounts say that he rubbed ointment in her eyes on
several occasions or prayed for her incessantly to
heal her. The other legend is that he left a blossom
in his farewell note, and that blossom healed her.
This note may have been the first valentine.
The second, and perhaps more well-known, story is that St. Valentine was a priest who
married couples during the reign of Claudius II, who outlawed marriage in order to keep his
soldiers focused on war rather than wives. This priest was eventually caught and martyred.
Some say that while he was in jail, lovers slipped notes and flowers into his cell to thank
him for believing in marriage and love.
Both St. Valentines are believed to have been martyred on February 14. It's interesting
to note that, in ancient Rome, February 14 was the day honoring Juno, the queen of the
Roman gods and goddesses, who was also the goddess of women and marriage. February
15 was the start of the Feast of Lupercalia, during which Roman boys drew the names of
Roman girls from a jar in order to choose a partner for the festival. In the early Christian
church, the Roman priests tried to Christianize the pagan holiday by placing the names of
saints in the jar so that those choosing would draw a patron saint for the year instead of a
maiden's name. Pope Gelasius declared February 14 the day to honor St. Valentine in 496
A.D.
During the Middle Ages, popular thought was that birds paired midway through
February, thus February 14 lent itself to being a day for lovers. In England and France, St.
Valentine was one of the most popular saints. Many traditions developed, such as children
dressing up as adults and going from home to home singing verses like:
Good morning to you, valentine;
Curl your locks as I do mine --Two before and three behind.
Good morning to you, valentine.
Flowers, poems and small gifts have been a Valentine's Day tradition
for centuries. The oldest known Valentine was given by the Duke of
Orleans to his wife after he had been taken prisoner by the English in
1415.

A

s part of our outreach, St. Paul’s donates gift cards &
non-perishable items to six area food pantries.
The non-perishable items are provided by our generous
congregation and are truly appreciated. Donations can be
left in the basket at the back of the church. Thank you.
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† Desire Spiritual Gifts

by Steve Hemming

“Pursue love, and desire spiritual gifts, but especially that you may prophesy .”
1 Corinthians 14:1

A

ccording to the Apostle Paul, it is reasonable to “earnestly desire the best gifts” (1
Corinthians 12:31). But we should not seek spiritual gifts from the Lord for selfish
purposes. The manifestations of the Spirit are designed by God to be given to each
believer for the profit of all (1 Corinthians 12:7). These gifts
are intended for the equipping of the saints for the work of
ministry, and for edifying the body of Christ (Ephesians
4:12).
While there are diversities of gifts, they all come from
the same Spirit. There are differences of ministries, but the
same Lord. And there are diversities of activities, but it is the
same God who works all in all (1 Corinthians 12:4-6).
While not all-inclusive, here is a list of spiritual gifts that
God gives to those who follow Him:
Apostleship - 1 Corinthians 12:28-29, Ephesians 4:11
Prophets/Gift of Prophesy - Joel 2:28, Romans 12:6, 1 Corinthians 12:10, 28-29, Ephesians
4:11
Evangelists - Ephesians 4:11
Pastors - Ephesians 4:11
Teaching - Romans 12:7, 1 Corinthians 12:28-29
Workers of Miracles - Matthew 10:8, 1
Corinthians 12:10, 28-30, Galatians 3:5,
Hebrews 2:4
Gifts of Healing - Mathew 10:1, 8, Mark
16:17-18, Acts, 3:4-7, 4:30, 9:34, 1
Corinthians 12:9, 28, 30
Helps/Giving - Romans 12:8, 1 Corinthians
12:28
Administration - 1 Corinthians 12:28
Varieties of Tongues - Mark 16:17, 1
Corinthians 12:10, 28, 30, 13:1, 8
Interpretation of Tongues - 1 Corinthians
12:10, 30, 14:5-6, 13, 26-28
Word of Wisdom - 1 Corinthians 12:8, Colossians 3:16
Word of Knowledge - 1 Corinthians 12:8
Faith - 1 Corinthians 12:9
Discernment of Spirits - 1 Corinthians 12:10,
Philippians 1:9
Ministry/Ministering - Romans 12:7
Exhortation - Romans 12:8, 1 Corinthians 14:3
Leadership - Romans 12:8
Mercy - Romans 12:8
While we have many members in one body,
we do not have the same function, for the Lord
gives His disciples a diversity of spiritual gifts.
Although we are many, we are one body in
Christ, and individually members of one another.
Having then gifts differing according to the grace
that is given to us, let each of us use them for
God’s glory (Romans 12:4-6).
“For the gifts and the calling of God are
irrevocable.” Romans 11:29
5

† PatriOTs Win!

O

ur Super Bowl party was another great
success. From our super tailgater chefs, to
our over abundance of food, to our super projection
and sound system, and to our over exuberant fans.
Everyone have a great time. Especially the
“three amigos” who stayed right through to the trophy presentation.
Plans are already
underway for next
year’s Super Bowl
52 party!

† Valentine’s Day Fire, 1937

80

years ago on Valentine's Day, a Sunday afternoon, after church our old wooden
church burned to the ground. Click here for some more amazing photographs
and newspaper article about the fire.
From the ashes look what God has provided.
Several years ago Bishop Rowthorn wrote:
“Dear Friends, I am glad that St. Paul's is on fire
again this Valentine's Day. I pray that nobody will
succeed in putting it out but rather that it will spread the fire of the Holy Spirit, that is…..”
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† Vestry Meeting
January 11th
Opening: David Williams opened the
meeting with prayer at 7:33 and led the
meeting. Joan Boehm led a Bible study on
Psalm 143: 7-12, we must trust Jesus enough
to do things to advance the kingdom.
Stephanie Bernardo gave her testimony, how
this semester at college is the hardest, that
she has had health and study problems; how
she ended up as a patient at the hospital and
it gave her a new perspective as she studies
to be a nurse. With God’s help she has
gotten her studies under control and is doing
well in her courses. The December minutes
were approved as circulated.

Treasurer’s Report: Expenses exceeded
income by $28,514 in 2016 in our regular
accounts; there were $19,000 in unique
expenses included in that figure.
Investments were up 16% in 2016, they
exceeded one million for the first time.

Jack Collins and
Stephanie Bernardo for
their service on the
Vestry. Stephanie said she
loved learning how the Vestry
works, she came on at 18 and would like to
be on the Vestry again later in life. She
gained valuable knowledge of what makes
everything work. Jack said he came on as a
surrender to faith and is happy to see how
God is working in us and using us here at St.
Paul’s to further the kingdom. It has been a
blessing to see how everything works. A
description of what a Faith Budget is and
how it works here at St. Paul’s was
followed by a discussion on how to
minimize expenses so that we can
give more to mission, to bringing
people to Christ
Closing: The meeting was closed
with prayer at 9:10 pm.
Respectfully submitted,
Lois Hunt, Clerk of the Vestry

Committee Reports: Ron Switzer
reported for Mission that there will be a
mission breakfast for Haiti relief in the
spring. There will be a special coffee hour
for our Annual Meeting.
Rector’s Report: Fr Shepley returned
safely from his trip to Israel.
Old Business: There was no Old Business.
New Business: David Williams thanked

† Here We Grow Again

C

ongratulations to Amy & Tim
Tilford,
Vivian Marie is here!! Born on 2/6/17 at
5:27am. 8lbs 5oz and 20.5 inches.
And of course proud big sister, Sophia.
1 John 5:2
y this we know that we love
the children of God, when we
love God and obey his
commandments.

B
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† St. Paul's Lenten Series Begins March 8th
Strengthen Your Faith for Sharing the "Good News" With Others!

T

he Lenten Series on Wednesdays beginning in March will help us learn to express
and to share our faith by becoming familiar with many strong points of compelling
and interesting evidence. The book being examined is "Cold Case Christianity," written by
an L.A. County homicide detective (and former atheist!) J. Warner Wallace and Susie
Wallace. "Cold-Case Christianity" examines the claims of the New Testament using the
skills and strategies of a hard-to-convince criminal investigator.
Suggested donation
for the cost of the book
will be $10 and a
BYOB (Bring Your
Own Bowl) supper
will take place at the
beginning of each of
the five Wednesday
evening sessions.
Facilitators of the
discussion will be
Father Joe and John
Tuthill using the book
as our guide. YOUTH
are welcome
(suggested ages 8young adult) and
"Cold Case Christianity - FOR KIDS" covers the same material. Please see Father Joe or
John Tuthill for details and to register.
"A unique apologetic that speaks to readers’ intense interest in detective stories, ColdCase Christianity inspires readers to have confidence in Christ as it prepares them to
articulate the case for Christianity."

† Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper Mardi Gras Extravaganza

E

veryone is invited to Saint Paul’s
Annual Pancake Supper on Shrove
Tuesday, February 28th, from 5:30 to 7:00
pm. Come celebrate the final moments
before Lent begins with pancakes and
games, beads and balloons!
A freewill offering will be accepted.
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COFFEE HOUR HOSTS
Feb 12th
Feb 19th
Feb 26th

8 am - Wanzer’s
8 am - Lois Hunt
8 am - Joan Boehm

10:30 am - Jack Collins
10:30 am - Barbieri’s
10:30 am - Laurie DoBosh

Hebrews 13:2 - Do not neglect to show
hospitality to strangers, for thereby some
have entertained angels unawares.
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D

euteronomy 30 says in part: “Choose
life so that you and your descendants
may live, loving the Lord your God, obeying
him and holding fast to him; for that means
life to you…” These words from the Hebrew
scriptures which also speak clearly to those
who seek to live a faithful life as Christian
stewards.

Episcopal Volunteers in Mission offers opportunities
for adults to serve throughout Anglican Communion
[January 31, 2017] As the Episcopal Church relaunches Episcopal Volunteers in
Mission, interested adult candidates are invited to consider opportunities for
sharing and learning in locales throughout the Anglican
Communion.
“We are relaunching this long-standing missionary program to
make people aware of the opportunities for Episcopalians of all
ages to live, work, and pray alongside fellow Anglicans/
Episcopalians around the world,” explained the Rev. David Copley,
Episcopal Church Director of Global Partnerships and Mission
Personnel. “This is an opportunity to live out your faith and to
listen and learn from others as they do the same.”
Through Episcopal Volunteers in Mission, lay or ordained adult
Episcopalians (ages 30+) devote six to 12 months volunteering in
an area of the Anglican Communion. While the ministry of
presence is of prime importance, volunteers have previously
contributed as teachers, accountants, doctors, administrators,
theologians, agriculturalists, chaplains, and many other areas of ministry.
Episcopal Volunteers in Mission is not unlike the Young Adult Service Corps. “The
Young Adult Service Corps, or YASC as we call it, is very successful and
participation and interest in the program continues to grow,” Copley continued.
“We are often asked if there are similar opportunities for Episcopalians over the
age of 30 to serve in a like way. We hope that relaunching the Episcopal
Volunteers in Mission program will enable those who feel called to serve
internationally to live out that call.”
“Missionary service can be a great way to strengthen Companion Relationships
between dioceses and congregations,” said Elizabeth Boe, Staff Officer for Global
Mission Engagement. “We are delighted to offer this opportunity to engage in
global mission service to help support local mission initiatives of dioceses across
the Episcopal Church.”
Information, requirements and applications are located here.
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† Blind Auction

O

n Sunday, February 26th, St. Paul's OWN will host its annual
blind auction to raise funds for our summer mission trip to
Chicago. And you are invited! Last years auction included gift cards
to local restaurants, a family movie night gift basket, tickets to a local
concert, music lessons, a gift certificate to a jewelry store, and
more! We expect to have just as many fantastic items up for
auction this year. There is no admission price, and families are
always welcome and kids are invited to participate in our kids only
raffle. Hors d’oeuvres and refreshments will be served. We hope to
see you there!
We are looking for help from individuals, small groups/ministries, and businesses to help
make the evening a success. Please consider helping us in the following ways:
Individuals: we are looking for donations of new, unwrapped toys for a kids only raffle
during the auction.
Small Groups/Ministries: please consider going in with your small group or ministry
group to donate a themed basket or auction item. It could be anything from a spa gift basket
to food items (jams, jellies, baked goods), to a family movie night basket. Or perhaps a
party theme basket, gardening or quilting basket, or even a date night basket for busy
parents.
Businesses: If you own or work at a local business please consider donating an item or
service from your business such as a gift card to your restaurant or store, a consultation by a
professional, or a donation of landscaping, snow removal, auto or boat detailing, etc. It’s a
great way to support the youth and perhaps bring in a new patron!
We ask that all donations be brought to the church by Sunday, February 12th. Please
sign up during coffee hour to help out with the auction. Thank you!
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† Scholarly Speaking
Candlemas II

A

t last week’s Bible Study, after our celebration of the Presentation, a
question was raised as to how Luke’s sequence of birth, circumcision,
presentation, and return to Nazareth might fit with Matthew's chronology of birth,
visit of the magi, flight to Egypt, return, and move to Nazareth. While the
different sets of events are not inherently incompatible with each other,
Luke’s forty day interval from birth to presentation (even if not exact),
followed by a prompt return to Nazareth, simply does not leave adequate
time for the wise men’s arrival followed by a round-trip journey to Egypt
with even a moderate stay there. Of course, if the return to Nazareth was
not as prompt as Luke seems to say, the escape to Egypt could have come
just after that and been followed by the return to Nazareth after the death
of Herod*. While this solution probably does the least damage to the
accounts that we have, it still leaves us with the fact that we can only
account for the multiple discrepancies between the two narratives by
assuming that each writer omitted (for whatever reason) nearly all of the
From a 14th c. Sarum Missal details told by the other.
In fact the only points of agreement between Matthew and
Luke are the names of the Holy Family, that Mary was a virgin,
that the birth was in Bethlehem, and that they finally settled in
Nazareth. It is almost as if two historians described the signing
of the Declaration of Independence and then continued with
each describing particular – but different – battles of the War of
Independence until they finally reached common ground with
the final British surrender. By contrast, other parallel stories in
the Gospels may differ (and sometimes actually disagree) in
Cave of the Nativity
detail, but precisely the kind of minor detail that would be easily
confused in later telling†. The following table shows the main differences:
Matthew

Luke

Mary and Joseph are in Bethlehem, no
mention of Nazareth or census.

Mary and Joseph travel from Nazareth
to Bethlehem for the census.

Jesus is born in Bethlehem.

Jesus is born in Bethlehem.
Angels and Shepherds attend.
Jesus is circumcised.

Magi come from the East, visit Herod,
and worship Jesus in Bethlehem.
Magi and Joseph both warned in
dreams; Magi return home, Joseph
flees with Mary and Jesus to Egypt.
Jesus is presented in the Temple.
Family returns from Egypt, then settles
in Nazareth.

Family returns home to Nazareth.

Let us look at how such independent stories might have arisen. There is an old
tradition that Matthew wrote a collection of sayings of Jesus‡ that was probably
later incorporated into the Gospel we have, but the actual author is unknown.
Almost certainly he did not personally know Christ, and much of his material is
(Continued on page 13)
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(Continued from page 12)

Candlemas
taken either from Mark or, judging by comparison with
Luke, from Q. His infancy narrative, however, would seem
to be from an unknown source, oral or written. His
emphasis on Joseph suggest that the source was somehow
tied to him, and his references, often but not always
explicit, to Old Testament prophecy suggest that he
emphasized material that would fit this pattern. The Magi
were not actually Kings, but did have a ruling function and
so could be linked to the ‘kings of Tarshish and the isles’
who were to worship the Messiah. The trip to Egypt is
specifically linked with the prophecy, ‘Out of Egypt shall I
call my son,’ and the settlement in Nazareth is a somewhat
stretched allusion to, ‘He shall be called a Nazarene’

St. Matthew

Luke probably (though there is
some dispute about this) was written by the Luke who was
for some time Paul’s traveling companion. We can be quite
sure that he also did not know Jesus in the flesh, but
probably did come to know at least some of the Apostles,
and, according to another tradition, did spend time with
Mary. His birth narrative certainly reflects her viewpoint,
and also emphasizes events which fulfill the law (both Torah
and Roman), rather than prophecy. The actual journey to
Bethlehem is linked to the Roman census, in contrast to
Matthew who simply starts the story there. Circumcision
and presentation are both directly linked to the provisions of
Jewish law. While both agree on settling at Nazareth this is
just going back home for Luke, while we see that Matthew
makes it a deliberate choice based on prophecy.

St. Luke

Although I still find it amazing that each would simply omit so much that the
other writer emphasized, we can at least see the different concerns

D

Fr. Bill Loring, Scholar in Residence

o you have a question you
would like answered by our
Scholar-in-Residence? Send your
ecclesiastical, liturgical, doctrinal,
historical or other inquiries to:
Stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com.

†
‡

* Herod’s death is usually dated in
4 BC, based on a statement by
Josephus it occurred soon after a
lunar eclipse (and there was one in
that year). There was another
eclipse , however, at the end of 1 BC
that, while it does not leave much
time for a sojourns in Egypt, would
allow Jesus’ birth to have occurred
during his reign and in line with the traditional AD/BC dating that the church has always
used. Other evidence is also ambiguous and scholars continue to debate this question.
Vide Bible History Daily.
For example, was it James and John (Mark) who asked to be seated at Jesus’ right and
left, or was it their mother (Matthew) who asked for them?
This is sometimes identified with Q, presumptive source for the common material in
Matthew and Luke, but not Mark. That, however, is a topic for another time.

"See, I set before you today _____ and prosperity, death and
destruction."
Deuteronomy 30:15 NIV
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Holy Land Revisited
Capernaum

A

t Capernaum - known as Jesus’ “own
town” (Matt. 9:1) - “walking where Jesus
walked” takes on a thrilling new meaning. As you
sit on the stone benches of Capernaum’s ancient
synagogue, you’ll be reminded that right here, Jesus
taught (Mark 1:21; John 6:59) and healed a man
possessed by an evil spirit (Mark 27-1:23).
It was the synagogue on this very spot, the
foundations of which can still be seen today, which
Luke says was built by the centurion whose servant
Jesus later healed
(Luke 7:3-5). Jesus
also raised from the
dead the daughter of
this synagogue’s
leader (Luke 538:49).
The ruins that
surround you here,
from homes with
ordinary tools of
daily life to
intricately decorated
stone carvings, are
powerful reminders
of Jesus’ prediction
about this town
(Matt. 11:23). A
highlight is
Peter’s house,
where Jesus
healed Peter’s mother-in-law (Matt. 8:14-15;
Mark 1:29-31). Peter’s house was a simple
dwelling, like many others that archaeologists
have unearthed in this small fishing and
farming village. But unlike the others, here
Christian pilgrims over the centuries left no
less than 131 inscriptions on the walls. Jesus’
name appears frequently, as does Peter’s,
along with crosses, pilgrims’ names and
blessings.
In the mid-fourth century, a large church
was built, its mosaic floor can still be seen
today, with Peter’s house as its centerpiece.
Some years ago a modern church went up
atop the ruins. These walls, old and new,
(Continued on page 15)
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Capernaum

(Continued from page 14)

attest to the continued reverence for the site of one of
the best-loved healing
stories of the Gospels,
here in the heart of
Capernaum, the center
of Jesus’ Galilee
ministry.
From the Scriptures
Mark Chapter 1:
"21 And they went into
Capernaum; and
immediately on the
Sabbath he entered the
synagogue and taught.
22 And they were
astonished at his
teaching, for he taught
them as one who had authority, and not as the scribes.
23 And immediately there was in their synagogue a
man with an unclean spirit; 24 and he cried out, 'What
have you to do with us, Jesus of Nazareth? Have you
come to destroy us? I know who you are, the Holy
One of God.' 25 But Jesus rebuked him, saying, 'Be
silent, and come out of him!' 26 And the unclean
spirit, convulsing him and crying with a loud voice,
came out of him. 27 And they were all amazed, so
that they questioned among themselves, saying, 'What
is this? A new teaching! With authority he commands even the unclean spirits, and they
obey him.' 28 And at once his fame spread everywhere throughout all the surrounding
region of Galilee."

† Pray It Up

N

otice the Red and White prayer request cards in
the pew? Each Sunday, fill out your request, put
it in the red bowl on the table on the way to communion. Then
take a card from the bowl either right then or after service.
Pray for that request for one week. How comforting to know
that your request is being prayed for and that you are praying
for someone else’s! You might just be praying for the person
sitting next to you! Or, if you’d prefer - please send your
request to St. Paul’s at prayingnow2@gmail.com!

† Where We Went to Church
Last Weekend
As Selma and Dave Lindsay
continued on their round the
world cruise, they found
themselves in New Zealand
last weekend. And of course
they found another St. Paul’s, this
one in Bay of Islands, New Zealand.
15

† Start Spreading the Good News!

A

nd Peter said to them, “Repent and be baptized every one
of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of
your sins, and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit .
Acts 2:38

† Happy Birthday to You!

G

ary Hock celebrates today! Sunday is the big day for Tanya
Goodman. Denise McCormack will be blowing out candles on
Wednesday. Have a blessed day everyone!
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† Art in the Christian Tradition

Chapel of the Reconciliation (interior detail)

Architecture
1999-2000
Reitermann, Rudolf ; Sassenroth, Peter ; Rauch, Martin

T

he Chapel of the Reconciliation was built in the area
called the "death strip" along the old Berlin Wall,
where East Germans frequently were shot by guards as they
tried to escape into non-communist West Berlin. It is
constructed of rammed earth with natural wood interior finish.
The ecological considerations of the earthen construction are
important to the understanding of this building, as are the
social ones as well: approximately one-half of the world's
population live or work in buildings constructed of earth.
We are reminded of God's commandments and Christ's
interpretation of them in Sunday's passage from Matthew 5:24
-- "Leave your gift there before the altar and go; first be
reconciled to your brother or sister, and then come and offer
your gift."
Paul also calls to us in I Corinthians 3:9, "For we are
God's servants, working together; you are God's field, God's
building" -- God's field, God's building...we are God's field
and building, called to reconciliation with our brother and
sister and with the earth.

† Deuteronomy

D

euteronomy is a book of instruction, or torah.
It is the fifth book of the Bible. It recasts
Israel's mission and destiny, mostly by restating the
history of the people recorded in the first four books.
It emphasizes teaching and learning for all
generations. Moses speaks on God's behalf, with
authority, to the assembled people of Israel, as they
prepare to enter the Promised Land.

† Transforming Stewardship
“For I tell you, unless your righteousness exceeds
that of the scribes and Pharisees, you will never enter
the kingdom of heaven.”
Matthew 5:20

T

he scribes and Pharisees lived according
to the letter of the law and they used this
to elevate themselves above the other people.
Jesus is clear - it’s the love that you have in your
heart that will get you to heaven. Simply
following church rules out of obligation, not
love, does not put you on the path to heaven.
Attending church on Sunday and then gossiping
about a fellow parishioner on the parking lot is
an example of a modern day Pharisee.

Did you miss last week’s Children’s sermon? Click here to watch it.
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Register today for the Spring Training & Gathering: April 1
Spring Training & Gathering is an
annual training day, held in the
spring, with dozens of workshops.
The 2017 Gathering will take place
Saturday, April 1 at Lincoln Middle
School, Meriden from 9:30 a.m. to
4:00 p.m.
Workshop categories include:
Christian Formation,
Communication, Connecting &
Collaborating, Essential Parish
Operations, Leadership, Passion
& Call, Pastoral Care, Social
Justice & Advocacy,
Stewardship, and Worship.
Please have a look at the 2017
Workshop Booklet containing
information about all of the workshops, and materials for vestries/leadership
teams. Lay leaders including whole vestries regularly attend.
The day is organized by Robin Hammeal-Urban, Canon for Mission Integrity &
Training, with administrator Deb Kenney. For questions contact Deb Kenney.
Learn more and register for Spring Training & Gathering here. Register by March
5 for a $15.00 registration fee, prices go up after March 5.

S

† Electronic Giving

aint Paul’s is pleased to announce the introduction of an electronic option for
making regular offerings. Contributions can now be debited automatically from
your checking/savings account or your credit/debit card. Our new electronic giving
program offers convenience for you and provides much needed donation consistency for our
congregation. There is no cost to you to use this system. Also there will be no changes if
you choose to still use your present method of giving.
The system is simple using the following steps on our
website. Sign on to the church website at
www.SaintPaulsBrookfield.com. Click on the blue “Give
Online” button at the top left of the home page. Click on
the “Create Profile” button to create your unique on line
profile. After you have created your profile, follow the
on line instructions to schedule your contribution. If you
have any questions, please contact Chuck Allen at 203775-6633 or treasurer@SaintPaulsBrookfield.com.
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† This Sunday’s Readings
Internal Obedience
Deuteronomy 30:15-20
n the Hebrew scripture lesson Moses presents the people with their choice: love and obey
the Lord and find life, or turn away to other gods and know death. Israel is about to cross
over into the promised land, and this is Moses’ final charge to them. In historical terms the
speech was probably composed many hundreds of years later, near the time of exile, after Israel
had experienced much backsliding from the Lord. But this is still their choice; blessing or curse
- life and good, or death and evil.

I

Psalm 119:1-8
The psalmist takes great delight in the Lord’s statutes and seeks to keep all God’s
commandments.
1 Corinthians 3:1-9
In this lesson Paul admonishes the Corinthians for their bickering and divisions.
Missionaries like Paul and Apollos are not to be regarded as
leaders of separate sects. They are coworkers in the Lord’s
Matthew 5:21-37
field, while it is God who supplies the growth. To think
Why not take Jesus at his
otherwise is immature and is based on worldly rather that
spiritual understandings.
word? Take your offering home

this week, and carry it to remind
Matthew 5:21-37
In our gospel we hear of Jesus’ you to take safe, practical steps
concern with the heart of human
toward reconciliation and peace
behavior. Discipleship means
far more than observance of the
wherever there is brokenness in
outward forms of the law.
your life.
Genuinely to fulfill the
commandments not to kill, not
to commit adultery, and not to swear falsely requires a transformation of one’s life. One must be
willing to cast away any part of the self which opposes this change of mind heart.

† Pick Up Your Copy Today!
Synthesis CE Study Guides for each weeks readings will
be available at the back of the church.

† Sermon Shorts

Y

ou are the Light of the World. To replay all our
sermons, audio and videos follow this link for
The Sunday Sermons. Check out our sermon archives
as well.
20
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† Your Prayers Are Requested For…

t is such an intimate time when praying for the health and well being of others and
such a privilege. The people that we lift up to The Lord are part of our hearts for all
time. Please pray for…
.....Fr. George Hall, Joan Kirner and other
parishioners convalescing in extended care facilities.
.....Christ’s Church, Easton; Holy Trinity, Enfield; St.
John’s, Essex; St. Paul’s, Fairfield.
.....Revival at St. Paul’s and the greater Danbury area.
.....The Union of Black Episcopalians CT; all
ministries of racial reconciliation and racial justice.
.....Brenda Darling, Ginny Beck, Jean Stauffer,
Clayton Ferry, Gary Stein, Ed Licence, Sue Balla,
Rose Barrett, Lorraine Estok, Jim Megura, Jay Lawrence, Alex, Teresa Stacchiotti,
Roger Kovacs, Mary DeAnzeris; Michele Sarver & Lee Rybos, continued healing.
.....the safe return of Denise’s dog.
.....the people of Belarus; the people of the Kingdom of Bhutan; the Diocese of Luapula (Central Africa) The Rt Revd Robert Mumbi; and our sister and brother members of the
Southern Presbyterian Church (Australia).
.....Christians in the Middle East facing persecution at the hands of ISIS forces. Pray also
for radical Muslims throughout the world to come to know Jesus Christ.
.....Michael for protection from mortar attacks in Somalia with the UN peacekeeping
service.
.....Victory Christian Center, Danbury and their Food Pantry, which is the recipient of our
food basket collections for the month of February.
.....Immanuel Lutheran Church, Danbury, a congregational partner of the Jericho
Partnership.
.....Drew Ross, healing of major surgery for throat cancer; and Joe, who is undergoing
treatment for Lymphoma.
.....Local Government.
.....Mary Nigro, Bill Nigro’s mother, recovering from a broken hip.

† This & That & Links

(Click on pictures or red links for more info)

Links We Like
Things That Make You Think
Back Issues of Sword Points
Senate Chaplain Barry Black At The Annual Prayer Breakfast
On June 27, 2003, Rear
Admiral Barry C. Black
(Ret.) was elected the 62nd
Chaplain of the Senate. Prior
to Capitol Hill, Chaplain
Black served in the U.S.
Navy for over twenty-seven
years, ending his
distinguished career as the
Chief of Navy Chaplains.
A native of Baltimore,
Maryland, in 2006 he
authored his autobiography
entitled, “From the Hood to
the Hill” and in 2011 “The
Blessing of Adversity.”
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Look on the
next page for
St. Paul’s
connection to
the Navy
Chaplains.

Just For Fun !

(And Christian Fellowship)

D D

Random Fact of the Week!
Random Fact of the Week!

id you know ... that Rev. Curtis Hoyt Dickins, who was born in
id you knowBrookfield
... that a man
diedwas
riding
a horse backwards
andreputedly
was serving
an assistant
at St. Paul’s the day the
up achurch
hill atburned
the Mitre
down
Inninin1937,
Chipping
was the
Barnet?
third ever Chief of Navy Chaplains?
He lived in the first house on the left as you leave Brookfield Center on
Junction Road (Rt. 133) heading toward the railroad bridge and Federal Road.

† It Takes An Editorial Board
Contributors to this Weeks
Sword Points:

M

ary Allen, Chris Barrett, Ray Ferro,
Steve Hemming, Diane Loring, Bill
Loring, Dori McManus, Beth Miller, Nicole
O’Connors, Patrick
O’Connors, Mary
Perry, Ken Perry,
Kirsten Peterson,
Debbi Pomeroy,
Reyna Sampson,
John Sarver, Joe
Shepley, Tara
Shepley, David
Szen, Pam Szen,
John Tuthill, Don
Winkley and Gail
Winkley.
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