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Jesus ChristJesus Christ  

†  Don’t Worry, Be Happy 
 

 

 Do not neglect meeting together.  (Hebrews 10:25) 

Dear Friends, 

A  recent Pew Research report described the results of two studies 
conducted by researchers at the University of Wisconsin-Madison, 
concluding: 

Finding a church to attend regularly is a good move for our mental health.  People who go to 
church feel happier both on Sunday and throughout the week, and gain both meaning 
and good coping skills; and attending church regularly, more than once per 
month, lowers stress, leads to longevity and better relationships. 

As we engage in a life of worship and become part of the fabric of our 
church, as well as encourage others to join us, may the spiritual health 
of love, peace and joy increase among us, in Christ. 

Faithfully, 

 

 

 

http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=d-diB65scQU
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Will you be An Ambassador 
for a Week?  

 

I f you haven’t listened to Fr. Joe’s 
sermon from last Sunday, February 12th 

… I encourage you to do so.  (Watch it here)  
The Gospel reading on Sunday was one of 
the more difficult ones to hear, and as Fr. Joe 
candidly said, hard for him to read to his 
flock.  But as Fr. Joe walked us through what 
GRACE really means and what it means to 
be “In Christ,” a term that we hear so often, I 
felt a joy, a hope, an encouragement and a 
clear outline of the work and responsibility 
each of us have. 

So, we, you and me, are to serve as 
Ambassadors of Grace.   

Our Ambassadorship has been officially 
approved yet again.  We are called out again 
for a week’s worth of reconciling work.  God 
will work through us to bridge the gap 

between a lovesick God who yearns 
for each of us, and a wayward lost 
soul.  You may know that soul. 

We are to be that bridge … the 
person, the words, the action and 
the love of Jesus to reach a lost 
soul who may be searching for the 

very one who is searching for him or 
her. 

What does it mean to be a church - It 
means to be a live, spiritual community that 
Jesus works through in love to bring people 
together and bring them to His Father who is 
searching for His children.  He longs for 

them to come to Him, to love 
Him, to embrace Him. 

Maybe we sometimes feel we 
aren’t up to it, we don’t know 
the words, and maybe to do 
that for the rest of lives 
seems doomed to failure, 
to mistakes, to being 
human. 

But how about being an Ambassador of 
Grace for the coming week?  How about if 
we take it week by week … I think we could 
do that.  I’m certainly going to try. 

Let me or David Williams know if you are 
accepting your Ambassadorship today, we 
can do it together.  And encourage each 
other.  After all, we are the church.  We can 
do something.  I sense, we can do a great 
deal.  Week by week. 

Lord, let anyone who reads this accept the 
Ambassadorship of Grace you have given 
them.  Help them to be the church in their 
family, their work, their neighborhood, and 
their town.  Help them to be the love of Jesus 

to a lost soul that 
our Heavenly Father 
is longing for.  
Amen!  

2 Corinthians 5:20 - So we are ambassadors for Christ, since God is making 

his appeal through us; we entreat you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God. 

†  Warden Notes 
 

- Mary Perry 

†  Pray It Up 
 

N otice the Red and White prayer request cards in the 
pew?  Each Sunday, fill out your request, put it in the 

red bowl on the table on the way to communion.  Then take a 
card from the bowl either right then or after service.  Pray for 
that request for one week.  How comforting to know that your 
request is being prayed for and that you are praying for 
someone else’s!  You might just be praying for the person 
sitting next to you!  Or, if you’d prefer - please send your 

request to St. Paul’s at prayingnow2@gmail.com!   

http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/sermons/this-weeks-sermons.html
mailto:prayingnow2@gmail.com
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COFFEE HOUR HOSTS 
 

Feb 19th 8 am - Bonnie Wanzer 10:30 am - Barbieri’s 
Feb 26th 8 am - Joan Boehm  10:30 am - Laurie DoBosh 
Mar   5th 8 am - Perry’s  10:30 am - Connie Williams 

Hebrews 13:2 - Do not neglect to show 
hospitality to strangers, for thereby some 
have entertained angels unawares. 

†  In the Beginning Was the Word 
 

E ach Sunday at 9:30, the Rector's Forum continues 
with the Gospel of John.  The last of the four Gospels 

to be written, it emphasizes Jesus' full divinity within a 
deeply theological framework while being accessible to 
all. 
Please join us in the Guild Room for this exciting Bible 

study, and expect to be transformed by the Living Word. 

†  This Week at St. Paul’s 
 

Thu, Feb 16 - 5:45 pm - Boot Camp, Crocker Hall 

  7:30 pm - Music Night, Sanctuary 

Sat, Feb 18 - 7:30 am - Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Crocker Hall 

  7:30 am - John 21:12 Group 

  10:00 am - PraiseMoves, Crocker Hall 

Sun, Feb 19 - Seventh Sunday after the Epiphany 

  8:00 am - Traditional Holy Communion  (LiveStream) 

  9:30 am - Rector’s Forum, Guild Room 

  10:30 am - Sunday School 

  10:30 am - Contemporary Holy Communion 

Mon, Feb 20 -  Presidents’ Day (Office closed) 

 - 10:00 am - St. Paul’s Quilters, Guild Room 

 - 7:00 pm - Stephen Ministry, Guild Room 

Tue, Feb 21 - 9:15 am - Ladies Bible Study, Guild Room 

  5:45 pm - Boot Camp, Crocker Hall 

  7:15 pm - Boy Scouts Troop #5, Crocker Hall 

Wed, Feb 22 - 10:00 am - Holy Communion & Healing 

Thu, Feb 23 - 5:45 pm - Boot Camp, Crocker Hall 

  7:30 pm - Music Night, Sanctuary 

Sat, Feb 25 - 7:30 am - Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Crocker Hall 

  7:30 am - John 21:12 Group 

  10:00 am - PraiseMoves, Crocker Hall 

  10:00 am - St. Paul’s Quitlers 

Sun, Feb 26 -  Last Sunday after the Epiphany 

  8:00 am - Traditional Holy Communion  (LiveStream) 

  9:30 am - Rector’s Forum, Guild Room 

  10:30 am - Sunday School 

  10:30 am - Contemporary Holy Communion 

  1:00 pm - Youth Group Auction 

Click Below to 

Click Below to 

http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Hebrews+13%3A2&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+21:12&version=NRSVA
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+21:12&version=NRSVA
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/livestream.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/livestream.html
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†  Mega-Church Bodies 
 by John Tuthhill 

 

"How wonderful that He would take This poor abode of sin, And wash me in His 
precious blood, And now abide within."      - Hymn by Daniel S. Warner, 1893 

 

"F earfully and wonderfully made" is how King David described God's creation of 
human beings (Psalm 139:14).  But wait - there's more!  God was not finished.  

He created the human body, Christ redeemed the body, and, in one of the readings this 
Sunday as we will all hear - Holy Spirit lives in us now! (1 Corinthians 3:16) 

We are not described in the reading this Sunday as some kind of waiting room where the 
Spirit waits around with old uninteresting magazines for us to get our oil changed.  We are 
not referred to as any old bus station or rest stop for God the Holy Spirit's passing through, 
oh no!  The Tent-Maker-From-Tarsus, Paul the Colossal Apostle, writes under the 
inspiration of God Holy Spirit (2 Timothy 3:16) - We are nothing less than "God's Temple." 

This says our bodies are a shrine 
and a sacred space.  God is not only 
dropping-by, but we are a temple and 
a temple is where God is worshiped.  
So, however we act, think, talk; 
whatever we decide to casually let 
inside God's temple through our eyes 
and by our hearing through our ears 
takes on a whole new difference.  
Although it is possible for us to 
grieve the Holy Spirit (Ephesians 4: 
30) in his letter to the Ephesians, Paul 
instructs us to “get rid of all 
bitterness, rage and anger, brawling and slander, along with every form of malice.  Be kind 
and compassionate to one another, forgiving each other, just as in Christ God forgave 
you” (Eph. 4:31-32).  Being dwelt inside as a temple to God the Holy Spirit, we rely and ask 
for God's help to never and to no longer gratify desires of our former sinful nature 
(Galatians 5:16). 

We can honor God with our bodies as they are not anymore even "[our] own,” as Paul 
wrote in 1 Cor. 6:19.  We're bought with the highest price and it is already paid in-full.  It 
was not gold or silver or other perishable things by which we were bought and redeemed; 
but it was with the most invaluable blood of Jesus Christ (1 Peter 1:18-19).  Christ’s blood 
bought us out of slavery to our own sin.  We are set forever free.  With Christian bodies are 
God’s temple, we are forever free to use them for His highest. Hallelujah! 

Thanks be to God! 
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†  Presidents’ Day 

 

T hroughout much of American 
history, the religion of past 

American presidents has been the 
subject of contentious debate. 

The U.S. Constitution famously 
prohibits any religious test or 
requirement for public office.  Still, 
almost all of the nation’s presidents 
have been Christians and many have 
been Episcopalians or Presbyterians, 
with most of the rest belonging to other 
prominent Protestant denominations. 

The nation’s new president, Donald 
Trump, certainly fits this pattern.  
Trump is the nation’s ninth chief executive to be affiliated with a Presbyterian church.  
Presbyterianism has its roots in England and Scotland and has been active in North 
America since the 17th century. 

Even though he no longer regularly attends a Presbyterian church, Trump was raised 
a Presbyterian and still considers himself one, saying “my religion is a wonderful 
religion.” (As a young man in New York, he began attending Marble Collegiate Church, 
a Dutch Reformed congregation, and in recent years, he has been associated with Paula 

White, an evangelical megachurch pastor who prayed at his inauguration.) 
 The first Presbyterian to occupy the White House was Andrew Jackson 
and the last, before Trump, was Ronald Reagan.  Both Jackson and Reagan 
had Scots-Irish ancestry.  Trump’s mother immigrated to the U.S. from 
Scotland. 
 Almost all of the presidents can be characterized as Christian, at least 
by formal membership.  Some were Unitarian or unaffiliated with a 
specific religious body.  Some are thought to have been deists, or 
irreligious.  No president thus far has been an Atheist, a Jew, a Buddhist, a 
Muslim, a Hindu, a Sikh or an adherent of any other specifically non-
Christian religion. 

For many earlier presidents, formal church membership was forestalled until they 
left office; and in several cases a president never joined any church.  Conversely, though 
every president from Washington to John Quincy Adams can be definitely assigned 
membership in an Anglican or Unitarian body, the significance of these affiliations is 
often downplayed as unrepresentative of their true beliefs. 

The pattern of religious adherence has changed dramatically over the course of 
United States history, so that the pattern of presidential affiliations is quite 
unrepresentative of modern membership numbers.  For example, Episcopalians are 
extraordinarily well represented among the presidents, compared to a current 
membership of about 2% of the population; this is partly because the Episcopal Church 
had been the Church of England before the American Revolution and was the state 
religion in some states (such as New York and Virginia).  The first seven presidents 

listed as Episcopalians were all from Virginia. 
 St. John's Episcopal Church, just across Lafayette Square, north of 
the White House, and built in 1815–1816, is the church nearest to the 
White House, and its services have been attended at least once by nearly 
every president since James Madison (1809–1817).  Another Episcopal 
church, Washington National Cathedral, chartered by Congress in 1893, 
has been the scene of many funeral and memorial services of presidents 
and other dignitaries, as well as the site of interfaith presidential prayer 
services after their inaugurations. 
 Presidential proclamations, from the earliest days, have often been 
laden with religious if not explicitly Christian language. In at least two 
cases, presidents saw fit to issue denials that they were atheists. 

(Continued on page 7) 

http://www.law.cornell.edu/constitution/articlevi
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/david-stebenne/donald-trumps-religious-b_b_11072346.html
http://www.history.pcusa.org/history-online/presbyterian-history/history-church
http://www.politico.com/story/2011/04/trump-talks-about-religion-052942
http://www.politico.com/story/2011/04/trump-talks-about-religion-052942
http://www.cnn.com/2016/10/21/politics/trump-religion-gospel/
http://www.politico.com/story/2016/07/donald-trump-pastor-paula-white-225315
https://www.washingtonpost.com/video/local/who-is-paula-white-the-pastor-trump-chose-for-an-inaugural-prayer/2016/12/29/aef9b882-cdfc-11e6-85cd-e66532e35a44_video.html
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Christians
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Unitarianism
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Unaffiliated
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Deism
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Irreligion
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Atheist
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Judaism
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Buddhism
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Muslims
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hindu
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sikh
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Episcopal_Church_%28United_States%29
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Church_of_England
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/State_religion
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/State_religion
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/St._John%27s_Episcopal_Church,_Washington,_D.C.
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lafayette_Square
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/White_House
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/James_Madison
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Washington_National_Cathedral
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George Washington frequently displayed a humble and 
gracious respect towards God in his personal letters and public 
speeches.  He served as an Anglican vestryman and warden for 
more than a decade and a half at a time when everyone in politics 
in Virginia had to be Anglican.  James Monroe was raised in a 
family that belonged to the Church of England when it was the 
state church in Virginia, and as an adult attended Episcopal 
churches.  William Henry Harrison was a vestryman of Christ 
Episcopal Church in Cincinnati, Ohio after resigning his military 
commission in 1814.  Franklin Pierce after leaving office was 
baptized, confirmed, and became a regular communicant in St. 
Paul's Episcopal Church, in Concord, NH.  Chester A. Arthur, upon 
his wife's death in 1880, commissioned a memorial window for the south transept of St. 
John's, Lafayette Square, visible from the White House and lighted from within at his 
behest.  George W. Bush was raised in the Episcopal Church but converted to Methodism 
upon his marriage in 1977. 

 Did you know that … James K. Polk came from a Presbyterian upbringing but was 
not baptized as a child, due to a dispute with the local Presbyterian minister in 
rural North Carolina?  Polk's father and grandfather were Deists, and the 
minister refused to baptize James unless his father affirmed Christianity, which 
he would not do.  Polk had a conversion experience at a Methodist camp 
meeting when he was thirty-eight, and thereafter considered himself Methodist.  
On his deathbed, he summoned the Rev. John B. McFerrin, who had converted 
him years before, to baptize him. 
Did you know that …  William McKinley is the only president to include 

exclusively Christian language in his Thanksgiving Day proclamation? 
Did you know that … Dwight  Eisenhower was instrumental in 

the addition of the words "under God" to the Pledge of Allegiance in 
1954, and the 1956 adoption of "In God We Trust" as the motto of the 
USA, and its 1957 introduction on paper currency?  He composed a 
prayer for his first inauguration, began his Cabinet meetings with silent 
prayer, and met frequently with a wide range of religious leaders while 
in office. 

 
Did you know that … Henry A. Wallace, former vice president of the United 

States, predicted before the Brookfield Improvement Society in St. Paul's Crocker 
Hall that in time people will turn their eyes back from outer space to the earth and its 
fruits in June, 1959? 

(Continued from page 6) Presidents’ Day 

†  Art in the Von Egidy Tradition 
 

W hile we have not quite figured out what the Von Egidy tradition is yet, the 

Burnham Library in Bridgewater is non-the-less exhibiting selected works of St. 

Paul’s artistic parishioner Walter Von Egidy through March 30th. 

Walter’s first image of surrealism was revealed to him at an early age in the 

vision of a bowling ball lying alone in the desert.  

Since then he has sought to create a personal 

universe through the mediums of super 8 

photoplays and enamel/oil paintings by 

combining a number of childhood influences: 

Memories of the fairy-tale like qualities in 

golden age horror films, the classic surrealist 

juxtaposition of unrelated objects and the 

exoticism of psychedelia.  

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/George_Washington
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/James_Monroe
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Church_of_England
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Episcopal_Church_in_the_United_States_of_America
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/William_Henry_Harrison
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vestry
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cincinnati,_Ohio
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Franklin_Pierce
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chester_A._Arthur
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Transept
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/St._John%27s_Episcopal_Church,_Lafayette_Square_%28Washington,_D.C.%29
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/St._John%27s_Episcopal_Church,_Lafayette_Square_%28Washington,_D.C.%29
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/White_House
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/George_W._Bush
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Episcopal_Church_in_the_United_States_of_America
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/James_K._Polk
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pledge_of_Allegiance
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/In_God_We_Trust
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Motto
http://www.newstimes.com/?controllerName=search&action=search&channel=news&search=1&inlineLink=1&query=%22A.+Wallace%22
http://www.newstimes.com/?controllerName=search&action=search&channel=news&search=1&inlineLink=1&query=%22Brookfield+Improvement+Society%22
http://www.newstimes.com/?controllerName=search&action=search&channel=news&search=1&inlineLink=1&query=%22Parish+Hall%22
http://www.newstimes.com/?controllerName=search&action=search&channel=news&search=1&inlineLink=1&query=%22Parish+Hall%22
http://burnhamlibrary.org/
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†  Happy Birthday to You! 
 

T im Williams celebrates tomorrow!  Monday is the big 
day for Marian Mayers.  Bake a cake for Paul 

Onorato on Wednesday.  Have a blessed day everyone! 

†  Transforming Saints of God 
 

 Thursday, February 16th 
  

 Charles Todd Quintard 
 Bishop of Tennessee, 1898 

 

C harles Todd Quintard was the second bishop of the 
Diocese of Tennessee and the first Vice Chancellor of 

The University of the South at Sewanee. 
Quintard was born in 1824 in Stamford, Connecticut.  In 1847 

he received the degree of Doctor of Medicine from the Medical 
College of New York University and worked at New York’s 
Bellevue Hospital.  After a brief episode of practicing medicine in 
Athens, Georgia, Quintard became the professor of anatomy and 
physiology at Memphis Medical College and an editor of the 
Memphis Medical Reporter.  In 1848, Quintard married Katherine 
Isabella Hand, a native of Roswell, Georgia, and together they were the parents of three 
children. 

It was while he was in Memphis that Quintard came to know Bishop James Hervey 
Otey, the first bishop of Tennessee.  Under Otey’s personal tutelage, Quintard prepared for 
holy orders.  He was ordained to the diaconate on New Year’s Day 1855 and to the 
priesthood on the Feast of the Epiphany, 1856.  He served as rector of the Church of the 
Advent, Nashville, until his election as the second bishop of Tennessee in October 1865.  
He served as bishop until his death in 1898.  During the Civil War, Quintard played dual 
roles in the Confederate Army as both chaplain and surgeon.  Following the war, he was 
instrumental in bringing together the previously divided factions and extending the reach of 
the Episcopal Church, particularly among African Americans. 

Bishop Quintard was a strong advocate of education at every level and played a major 
role in the establishment of schools.  Perhaps his greatest accomplishment was the 
rebuilding of the University of the South at Sewanee after its destruction during the Civil 
War. He made several successful trips to England to raise the funds to secure the future of 
the University.  From February 1867 to July 1872, Quintard served as the reconstituted 
University’s first Vice Chancellor.  Quintard believed that a great Episcopal university was 
essential, not just to the church in Tennessee and the southeast, but to the whole church, and 

†  Transforming Stewardship 
 

“But I say to you, love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you…” 
Matthew 5:44 

 

L ove your enemies, easier said than done, no doubt.  But, remember, the foundation 

of stewardship is prayer.  

When we are in close communication 

with God, it opens our heart and it 

turns our attention away from “me” 

and moves it towards God and others.  

It allows us to have a little more 

empathy for “our enemy.”  When we 

pray for others, even “our enemies,” 

maybe it softens their hearts as well. 
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†  No Greater Love  
by Steve Hemming 

 

“Greater love has no one than this, than to lay down one’s life for his friends. .” 
 John 15:13 

 

J esus our Lord spoke these words to His disciples during their Passover meal, before 
He would be betrayed, trialed, and crucified.  For scarcely for a righteous man will 

one die; yet perhaps for a good man someone would even dare to die.  But God 
demonstrated His own love toward us, in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us 
(Romans 5:7-8). 

In this the love of God was manifested toward us, 
that God sent His only begotten Son into the world, 
that we might live through Him.  In this is love, not 
that we loved God, but that He loved us and sent His 
Son to be the propitiation for our sins (1 John 4:9-10).  
Because of God’s rich mercy and great love with 
which He loved us, even when we were dead in 
trespasses, He made us alive together with Christ.  It is 
by His grace that we were saved (Ephesians 2:4-5). 

Jesus knew His destiny before He came into this 
world.  And although He could have at any point 
diverted from His path to the cross (see Matthew 
26:53), our Lord willingly laid down His life for us on 
His own accord, having had the authority to lay it 
down and take it up again, as commanded by His 
Father (John 10:18).  Jesus humbled Himself and 
became obedient to the point of death, even death on 
the cross (Philippians 2:8). 

While Tuesday was Valentine’s Day, let us remember with a grateful heart each and 
every day, the greatest expression of love the world has ever known; the sacrifice made by 
Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, who died for us all, that we who live should live no longer for 
ourselves, but for Him who died and rose again (2 Corinthians 5:15). 

 

Janusz Korczak and 

the Children, Memorial 

at Yad Vashem 

D uring each of our Holy 
Land trips, an afternoon in 

Jerusalem is spent at Yad Vashem, 
Israel's official memorial to the 
victims of the Holocaust. 

Exiting the Children’s Memorial 
you encounter the somber and 
stunning memorial to Janusz 
Korczak. 

A doctor and author, Korczak 
established a Jewish orphanage in 
Poland in 1912.  The Germans 

occupied Poland in September 1939, and the Warsaw ghetto was established in November 
1940.  The orphanage was moved inside the ghetto.  As a popular children’s author, 
Korczak received many offers (at least one from a Nazi officer whose children liked his 
books) to be smuggled out of the ghetto, but he refused because he did not want to abandon 
the children.  On August 5, 1942, Korczak joined nearly 200 children and orphanage staff 
members were rounded up for deportation to Treblinka, where they were all put to death.  
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†  Scholarly Speaking 

 

Two Societies 
 

Y esterday we celebrated Thomas Bray, who might best be described as an 
enabler of Anglican missionary work and education.  His own mission 

travels were limited to a visit to Maryland, whither the Bishop of 
London sent him to oversee the establishment of the Church of 
England in that colony*.  He had already seen that even in England 
few parsons had the funds to maintain any sort of library, and 
made it a condition of accepting the assignment that he would be 
given sufficient funds to provide appropriate books and used them 
to found seventeen parish libraries.  His formal task was to organize 
the Anglican congregations there into parishes (originally thirty) and 
to create a diocesan type of organization – though he failed in his 

attempt to have a bishop assigned there. 

Before going to America, he, with some friends, had already established the 

Society for the Promotion Christian Knowledge (SPCK) for the establishment of 
schools and libraries.  Although the group had supporters in high places it was a 
strictly private society with no charter or similar official status.  (The 
present Queen did give them a royal charter in 1965, and is now their 
patron.)  Although the funds for the American libraries seem to have 
been raised directly for that purpose rather than through the 
Society, the work was typical of what the SPCK was to do.  Today 
the Society functions primarily as a publishing house (the third 
oldest in England, preceded only by the Oxford and Cambridge 
University Presses).  There is a large chain of SPCK Shops, but 
they are now separately owned.  The Society was also responsible 
in its early years for the establishment of many schools, especially 
in rural areas, but these seem to have given way to the general 
education establishment.  In addition, it might be noted that there 
is an SPCK/USA whose current major project is the provision of 
instructional material for the church in Cuba. 

After his return to London, Dr. Bray presented a report and several proposals to 
the Bishops, discussing the state of the church in Maryland and, based on 
correspondence rather than visits, several of the other colonies.  He concluded with 
a proposal that each diocese should recruit an experienced priest as missionary, 
and provide three years of funding (at ₤50 per annum with an additional ₤20 per 

annum for books) with the expectation that after that time the 

congregations would have grown to the point of being able to support their 
own clergy.  I suspect, however, that this scheme was not enthusiastically 
received, for a few months later he founded, and obtained a royal charter 
for, the Society for the Propagation of the Gospel in Foreign Parts (SPG) to 
recruit an fund missionaries in the American colonies.  Although the work 
in what is now the USA ended after Independence it had already extended 
to Canada and the Caribbean, and later reached into other parts of the 
Empire and then beyond the empire into the world at large.  Many Anglican 
parishes in the original colonies owe their founding and/or maintenance to 
the SPG.  Although St. Paul’s came later, our mother church, Trinity, 
Newtown, and many neighbors, including St. Paul’s, Woodbury, began as 
SPG churches.  In the twentieth century the Society merged with two other 

missionary societies and is now known as the United Society Partners in 
the Gospel (USPG). 

Finally, Thomas Bray should not be confused with the famous Vicar of Bray.  
Bray was a country parish near Windsor that had not one but two long-serving 
vicars during time of religious change.  The first, Simon Aleyn, served from 1540 to 
1588.  At the time of his arrival he had just gone, with Henry VIII, from popery to 

(Continued on page 11) 

http://anglicanhistory.org/england/tbray/memorial1701.html
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A s part of our outreach, St. Paul’s donates gift 
cards and non-perishable items to six area 

food pantries.  The non-perishable items are 
provided by our generous congregation and are 
truly appreciated.  Donations for the food pantry 
can be left in the basket at the back of the church.  
Delivery is made to one food pantry each month.  

Henry’s own version of Catholicism; a few years later he 
conformed to Edward the VI’s much more Protestant 
religion, then to Mary’s return to Romanism, and finally 
to Elizabethan Anglicanism.  When attacked for a lack 
of principle he is said to have replied, “Not so, for I 
always kept my principle, which is this – to live and die 
the Vicar of Bray.”  Alas, his name does not appear on 
the list of vicars of Bray though he may well have 
ministered there.  A later vicar of that parish, Francis 
Carswell, went through a similar sequence, serving 
from 1667 to 1709 he conformed sequentially to 

Charles II’s high churchmanship, James II’s Romanism, 
William and Mary’s more Continental Protestantism, 
Anne’s revived high churchmanship, and George I’s German Protestantism.  (All of 
these monarchs except James II were Church of England, but certainly with various 

styles of Anglicanism and politics.)  It is this Vicar who is immortalized in the song, 
and in the comic opera that it inspired.  Our Thomas was a later contemporary of 

Carswell, but enough later that he was spared the more extreme swings. 

Fr. Bill Loring, Scholar in Residence 
 

* The history of the Church in Maryland is somewhat 

complicated, but the main points are that the colony was 

established as a proprietary colony under the RC Lord 
Baltimore, with broad religious toleration; in 1689 (after the 

ejection of James II in Britain, the colonists rejected the 

proprietary rule and it became a crown colony; the colonial 

legislature then adopted the Vestry Act (since amended but 
still in effect) establishing the Church of England, while 

retaining the original policy of broad tolerance 
 

For further reading: 
Thomas Bray: 

Wikipedia, s.v. Thomas Bray:  https://en.wikipedia.org/

wiki/Thomas_Bray 

Arthur Middleton, Thomas Bray  http://anglicanhistory.org/essays/middleton/bray.pdf  (Yes, this was our former rector.) 
 

SPCK: 

SPCK Website:  http://spckpublishing.co.uk/ 

Wikipedia, s.v. Society for Promoting Christian Knowledge: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/

Society_for_Promoting_Christian_Knowledge 
SPCK in the USA Website:  http://spckusa.org/ 

 

SPG: 

Wikipedia, s.v. USPG:  https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/USPG 
Bodleian Library: http://www.bodley.ox.ac.uk/dept/scwmss/wmss/online/blcas/uspg.html 

 

Vicar of Bray: 

Wikipedia, s.v. Vicar of Bray:  https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Vicar_of_Bray      

Wikipedia, s.v. Vicar of Bray (song):  https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Vicar_of_Bray_(song) 

(Continued from page 10) 

D o you have a question you 

would like answered by our 

Scholar-in-Residence?  Send your 

ecclesiastical, liturgical, doctrinal, 

historical or other inquiries to: 

Stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com.  

Two Societies  

When harvesting the fields or the vineyards, 

what was to be done with the gleanings, or 

grapes that had fallen during the harvest? 

Leviticus 

19:9-10 

NIV  

St. Michael's, Bray, Berks 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Thomas_Bray
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Thomas_Bray
http://anglicanhistory.org/essays/middleton/bray.pdf
http://spckpublishing.co.uk/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Society_for_Promoting_Christian_Knowledge
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Society_for_Promoting_Christian_Knowledge
http://spckusa.org/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/USPG
http://www.bodley.ox.ac.uk/dept/scwmss/wmss/online/blcas/uspg.html
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Vicar_of_Bray
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Vicar_of_Bray_(song)
mailto:Stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com?subject=To%20SiR+,%20with%20Love
http://bible.gospelcom.net/bible?passage=Leviticus+19:9-10&version=NIV&showfn=yes
http://bible.gospelcom.net/bible?passage=Leviticus+19:9-10&version=NIV&showfn=yes
http://bible.gospelcom.net/bible?passage=Leviticus+19:9-10&version=NIV&showfn=yes
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† St. Paul's Lenten Series Begins March 8th 

Strengthen Your Faith for Sharing the "Good News" With Others! 
 

T he Lenten Series on Wednesdays beginning in March will help us learn to express 

and to share our faith by becoming familiar with many strong points of compelling 

and interesting evidence.  The book being examined is "Cold Case Christianity," written by 

an L.A. County homicide detective (and former atheist!) J. Warner Wallace and Susie 

Wallace.  "Cold-Case Christianity" examines the claims of the New Testament using the 

skills and strategies of a hard-to-convince criminal investigator. 
 

 Suggested donation 

for the cost of the book 

will be $10 and a 

BYOB (Bring Your 

Own Bowl) supper 

will take place at the 

beginning of each of 

the five Wednesday 

evening sessions.  

Facilitators of the 

discussion will be 

Father Joe and John 

Tuthill using the book 

as our guide.  YOUTH 

are welcome 

(suggested ages 8-

young adult) and 

"Cold Case Christianity - FOR KIDS" covers the same material.  Please see Father Joe or 

John Tuthill for details and to register. 
 

"A unique apologetic that speaks to readers’ intense interest in detective stories, Cold-

Case Christianity inspires readers to have confidence in Christ as it prepares them to 

articulate the case for Christianity." 

† Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper Mardi Gras Extravaganza 
 

E veryone is invited to Saint Paul’s 

Annual Pancake Supper on Shrove 

Tuesday, February 28th, from 5:30 to 7:00 

pm.  Come celebrate the final moments 

before Lent begins with pancakes and 

games, beads and balloons! 

A freewill offering will be accepted. 
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O ne particular “steward’s” verse stands out 
in Sunday’s Psalm 119: “Turn my eyes 
from watching what is worthless; give 

me life in your ways.”  Do you utilize habits of 
prayer, study, active partnership in a worshipping 
community, care for others, and generous giving 
to help you build a life in God’s ways? 
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Our New Teachers 

M rs. Joan Boehm (right) is new to our Level Two classroom, teaching 

grade 2 and 3 and mentions how much she loves her class each time that 

we see her.  Mr. John Tuthill (guess) has begun teaching our Level Three class-

room, teaching grade 4 and 5 and brings vast experience working in a nearby 

school district.  Mrs. Anette Hamerski is working with our Middle School level 

class this year and has already begun to develop such a wonderful connection with 

her students.  We are so lucky to have these three dedicated teachers join our Sun-

day School staff and we praise God for the myriad of ways that He will use them to 

guide and bless the children of Saint Paul's this year. 

 

†  Start Spreading the Good News! 
 

“A nd I tell you, everyone who acknowledges me before 
men, the Son of Man also will acknowledge before the 

angels of God.” 
  Luke 12:8 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+12%3A8&version=ESV
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†  Art in the Christian Tradition 
Hermano León Clipart 

 
 

Jesus said, “You have heard that it 
was said, ‘An eye for an eye and a 

tooth for a tooth.’  
 

But I say to you, Love your 
enemies and pray for those who 

persecute you  

†  Leviticus 
 

T he Old Testament reading this week is from 
Leviticus which is rarely used in our three year 

lectionary cycle.  Leviticus is the third of the first five books 
in the Old Testament.  It is a book of law, and naturally 
follows Exodus.  In Jewish circles, it was known as The 
Priest's Manual.  It has six parts: (1) laws dealing with 
sacrifices; (2) the consecration of priests to their office; (3) 
laws which distinguish between ritually clean and unclean; 
(4) the ceremony for the annual day of atonement; and (5) 
laws governing Israel's life as a holy people; and (6) an 
appendix on religious vows.  

†  The Men’s Bible Study Lives On 
 

A fter 41 weeks of studying the Gospel of Mark (a new study is planned to startup 
after Easter), the men’s group suddenly found themselves without something to do 

last Monday night.  Not deterred, 13 of the faithful gathered at Portobello’s by the Four 
Corners and promptly devoured five large pizzas. 

 

Ray Ferro will host the 
next get together at his 
house on Monday February 
27th at 6:30 pm.  We’ll have 
more details on Sunday or in 
next weeks Sword Points. 
 

Fractured Scripture: And 
the Lord God commanded 

the man, ‘You may freely eat 
of any pizza in the garden.’ 
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†  This Sunday’s Readings 

 

Unconditional Love 
 

 Leviticus 19:1-2,9-18 

I n our Hebrew Bible reading the people of Israel are 
called to lives of justice and love - to be holy because the 

Lord their God is holy.  The goal for the behavior of God’s 
people is nothing less than the very highest.  As God’s chosen 
ones, they are to care for the poor and weak and to avoid any 
form of oppression.  One is to love one’s neighbor as oneself. 

 Psalm 119:33-40 
The psalmist asks for the Lord’s guidance and promises to 

keep God’s commandments always. 
 1 Corinthians 3:10-11,16-23 
In this passage Paul reminds the Corinthians that they are 

God’s temple, for which there is no other foundation than 
Jesus Christ.  Paul continues to deal with the problem of 
divisions within the Corinthian church.  These new disciples 
must not attempt to live by the standards of worldly wisdom 
and say that they belong to Paul or Apollos or Cephas.  The 
church lives by a deeper wisdom in which all things are for the 
Corinthians’ benefit, while they themselves belong to Christ, 
and Christ to God. 

 Matthew 5:38-48 
In our gospel lesson Jesus calls his followers to a way of 

life that reaches far beyond worldly standards of goodness - 
toward the limitless excellence of their heavenly Father.  Legalistic religion has 
traditionally been used to define the ways in which people can limit the extent of 
their care for others and still regard themselves as good.  Jesus presents a 

standard that ends 
all such standards.  
When tempted to 
revenge and to 
circumscribe love, 
we must seek to 
be like the Father 
who cares equally 
for all. 

†  Pick Up Your Copy Today!  

 Synthesis CE Study Guides for each weeks readings will 

be available at the back of the church. 

†  Sermon ShortsSermon ShortsSermon Shorts   
   

"L ord, give us the help of your grace."  To replay 

all our sermons, audio and videos follow this 

link for The Sunday Sermons.  Check out our sermon 

archives as well. 

 

Matthew 5:38-48 
This passage has a tragic history of 

poor translations and even worse 
interpretations. This passage is 

NOT recommending becoming a 
doormat; nor does it tolerate 

domestic violence.  The translation, 
'Do not resist an evildoer' fails to 

convey the full meaning of the 
underlying Greek.  It would be better 
translated as, 'Do not violently resist 

an evildoer.'  Thus the teaching is 
primarily about non-violence.  It is not 

about acquiescing to evil.  Jesus 
then goes on to offer three quick 
examples of how to non-violently 

resist an evildoer.  

http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearA_RCL/Epiphany/AEpi7_RCL.html#ot1
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearA_RCL/Epiphany/AEpi7_RCL.html#ps1
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearA_RCL/Epiphany/AEpi7_RCL.html#nt1
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearA_RCL/Epiphany/AEpi7_RCL.html#gsp1
http://saintpaulsbrookfield.com/sermons/this-weeks-sermon.html
http://saintpaulsbrookfield.com/sermons/sermon-archives-2015.html
http://saintpaulsbrookfield.com/sermons/sermon-archives-2015.html
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Register today for the Spring Training & Gathering: April 1 
 
Spring Training & Gathering is an 
annual training day, held in the 
spring, with dozens of workshops.  
The 2017 Gathering will take place 
Saturday, April 1 at Lincoln Middle 
School, Meriden from 9:30 a.m. to 
4:00 p.m. 
 

Workshop categories include: 
Christian Formation, 
Communication, Connecting & 
Collaborating, Essential Parish 
Operations, Leadership, Passion 
& Call, Pastoral Care, Social 
Justice & Advocacy, 
Stewardship, and Worship. 

 

Please have a look at the 2017 
Workshop Booklet containing 
information about all of the workshops, and materials for vestries/leadership 
teams.  Lay leaders including whole vestries regularly attend. 
 

The day is organized by Robin Hammeal-Urban, Canon for Mission Integrity & 
Training, with administrator Deb Kenney. For questions contact Deb Kenney. 
 

Learn more and register for Spring Training & Gathering here.  Register by March 
5 for a $15.00 registration fee, prices go up after March 5. 

†  Electronic Giving 

S aint Paul’s is pleased to announce the introduction of an electronic option for 
making regular offerings.  Contributions can now be debited automatically from 

your checking/savings account or your credit/debit card.  Our new electronic giving 
program offers convenience for you and provides much needed donation consistency for our 
congregation.  There is no cost to you to use this system.  Also there will be no changes if 
you choose to still use your present method of giving.  
The system is simple using the following steps on our 
website.   Sign on to the church website at 
www.SaintPaulsBrookfield.com.  Click on the blue “Give 
Online” button at the top left of the home page.  Click on 
the “Create Profile” button to create your unique on line 
profile.  After you have created your profile, follow the 
on line instructions to schedule your contribution.  If you 
have any questions, please contact Chuck Allen at 203-
775-6633 or treasurer@SaintPaulsBrookfield.com. 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001J8XamZxvxaw6XZk5v1an2Dfy7PeFScnoCfkWzSM-cQ8qMla5ucRQZ44QXl7gvxwlVHnVwPBQKilmZkI6IFJbOUNNa9FQQj_IAAqPqc_GshU_TZRrwpSt1h1CN-WzTUxE2zlOm9aTf-2ukDuFK_B3cDv03kaghEhNLKlD5AgCVQ1oqNldJcjVR7o9coONEAchD5vsC4e1VAnjNcodWem8xjrQ3mIiZaJ9eVQr
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001J8XamZxvxaw6XZk5v1an2Dfy7PeFScnoCfkWzSM-cQ8qMla5ucRQZ44QXl7gvxwlVHnVwPBQKilmZkI6IFJbOUNNa9FQQj_IAAqPqc_GshU_TZRrwpSt1h1CN-WzTUxE2zlOm9aTf-2ukDuFK_B3cDv03kaghEhNLKlD5AgCVQ1oqNldJcjVR7o9coONEAchD5vsC4e1VAnjNcodWem8xjrQ3mIiZaJ9eVQr
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001J8XamZxvxaw6XZk5v1an2Dfy7PeFScnoCfkWzSM-cQ8qMla5ucRQZ3NHqNhM0Tu80_dnvTKaSypx2ZSF0LHXawB6Ao57KUYzFYOQqoC4D__GuISq1A2SoOfkuo8jCA9KXXIp-viNpZ4Z_mxIUW624BCIwsaJAnY2z73vokqSV0-15d0NKj5z-wob-lHRsQuMdgN8NK6ug0IZzbtxI4zkfA3TD84BMnu_GLVX
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001J8XamZxvxaw6XZk5v1an2Dfy7PeFScnoCfkWzSM-cQ8qMla5ucRQZ3NHqNhM0Tu80_dnvTKaSypx2ZSF0LHXawB6Ao57KUYzFYOQqoC4D__GuISq1A2SoOfkuo8jCA9KXXIp-viNpZ4Z_mxIUW624BCIwsaJAnY2z73vokqSV0-15d0NKj5z-wob-lHRsQuMdgN8NK6ug0IZzbtxI4zkfA3TD84BMnu_GLVX
mailto:dkenney@episcopalct.org
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001J8XamZxvxaw6XZk5v1an2Dfy7PeFScnoCfkWzSM-cQ8qMla5ucRQZ5y6ObXyFU0EMFx6d4U7mE4X569yq671QYoBqt_wOPjwFwBUojafYR4T0sm_FBW8BgN-c7Z_9ZrJayBunQ5HW6F2Rsj7IEYP0DEy36KGmoo_hun-jO0O6xFbcAYI35CqNrUTCKyDzPt-BOaE62Id0SfCDN0A5l0peetzl7DAExChHPO_
http://www.SaintPaulsBrookfield.com
mailto:treasurer@SaintPaulsBrookfield.com
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†  Your Prayers Are Requested For… 

 

I t is such an intimate time when praying for the health and well being of others and 
such a privilege.  The people that we lift up to The Lord are part of our hearts for all 

time.  Please pray for… 
 
.....Fr. George Hall, Joan Kirner and other 
parishioners convalescing in extended care facilities. 
.....St. Timothy’s, Fairfield; Trinity/St. Michael’s, 
Fairfield; St. James’, Farmington. 
.....Revival at St. Paul’s and the greater Danbury area. 
.....All parish mission partnerships; ECCT‐wide 
mission partnership networks; the Companions in 
Mission Network. 
.....Brenda Darling, Ginny Beck, Jean Stauffer, 
Clayton Ferry, Gary Stein, Ed Licence, Sue Balla, Rose Barrett, Lorraine Estok, Jim 
Megura, Jay Lawrence, Alex, Teresa Stacchiotti, Roger Kovacs, Mary DeAnzeris; 
Michele Sarver & Lee Rybos, continued healing.  .....the safe return of Denise’s dog. 
.....the people of Botswana; the people of the Nation of Brunei, Abode of Peace; the Diocese 
of Madurai-Ramnad - (South India) The Rt Revd Marialouis Joseph; and our sister and 
brother members of the Westminster Presbyterian Church of Australia. 
.....Christians in the Middle East facing persecution at the hands of ISIS forces.  Pray also 
for radical Muslims throughout the world 
to come to know Jesus Christ. 
.....Michael for protection from mortar 
attacks in Somalia with the UN 
peacekeeping service. 
.....Victory Christian Center, Danbury 
and their Food Pantry, which is the 
recipient of our food basket collections 
for the month of February. 
.....St. Paul's Lutheran Church, Danbury, 
a congregational partner of the Jericho 
Partnership. 
.....Drew Ross, healing of major surgery 
for throat cancer; and Joe, who is 
undergoing treatment for Lymphoma. 
.....Those in the Armed Forces of Our 
Country. 
.....Mary Nigro, Bill Nigro’s mother, recovering from a broken hip. 

 

†  This & That & Links 
(Click on pictures or red links for more info) 

 

Links We Like 
 

Things That Make You 
Think 

 

Back Issues of Sword 
Points 

 
 

If You're a Little 
Discouraged, Watch 

This 
 

Don't believe in miracles? 
You will have to after you 

see this...  

http://www.sttimschurch.org/
http://trinitystmichaels.wixsite.com/mysite
http://stjamesfarmington.ctdiocese.org/default.asp
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Botswana
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Brunei
http://www.anglicancommunion.org/structures/member-churches/member-church/diocese/position.aspx?church=south-india&dio=madurai-ramnad&pos=bishop-of-madurai-ramnad&posID=19658
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Westminster_Presbyterian_Church_of_Australia
http://www.gmvcc.com/
http://www.gmvcc.com/Outreach.html
http://www.missionstclare.com/english/prayers/25.html
http://www.missionstclare.com/english/prayers/25.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/contact-us.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/news/links.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/news/things-that-make-you-think.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/news/things-that-make-you-think.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/news/weekly-qsword-pointsq.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/news/weekly-qsword-pointsq.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XSO11RXZonk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XSO11RXZonk
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† It Takes An Editorial Board 

Contributors to this Weeks 
Sword Points: 

 

M ary Allen, Chris Barrett, Ray Ferro, 
Steve Hemming, Diane Loring, Bill 

Loring, Dori McManus, Beth Miller, Nicole 
O’Connors, Patrick 
O’Connors, Mary 
Perry, Ken Perry, 
Kirsten Peterson, 
Debbi Pomeroy, 
Reyna Sampson, 
John Sarver, Joe 
Shepley, Tara 
Shepley,  David 
Szen, Pam Szen, 
John Tuthill, Don 
Winkley and Gail 
Winkley. 

 
 

 

Just For Fun !Just For Fun !Just For Fun !   
(And Christian Fellowship) 

Random Fact of the Week! 
 

D id you know ... that a man reputedly died riding 

a horse backwards up a hill at the Mitre Inn in 

Chipping Barnet?  

https://www.facebook.com/saintpaulsbrookfield/
https://twitter.com/#!/StPaulsB
https://instagram.com/stpaulsb/
https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mitre_Inn,_Chipping_Barnet
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chipping_Barnet

