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Dear Friends,

L

ent will soon be upon us. Forty days in length, this biblical
number involves repentance, preparation and anticipation.
Moses was on the mountain of God forty days; the spies were in
the land forty days; Elijah traveled before coming to his
vision in his cave forty days; the people of Ninevah
were given the time to repent of forty days; and
Jesus was tempted in the wilderness forty days.
The church in her wisdom has set aside this time we
call Lent in order for us to mystically join Jesus,
and face down our mortality, our frailty, and our
need of God with Easter hope awaiting us. We
can give something up in this season, or take
something on. Or we can do neither. The point
is that we are called to look to Jesus and
behold his sacrifice for us.
Please join us for our Lenten offerings
in worship and study, and may our
mission of Transforming Lives Through
Jesus Christ reach new
depths in this holy season.
Faithfully,
St. Paul’s Church
174 Whisconier Road
Brookfield, Connecticut 06804
(203) 775-9587

www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com
The Rev. Joseph Shepley, Rector
Beth Miller, Parish Office Coordinator
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† In the Beginning Was the Word

E

ach Sunday at 9:30, the Rector's Forum continues with
the Gospel of John. The last of the four Gospels to be
written, it emphasizes Jesus' full divinity within a deeply
theological framework while being accessible to all.
Please join us in the Guild Room for this exciting Bible
study, and expect to be transformed by the Living Word.

COFFEE HOUR HOSTS
Feb 26th
Mar 5th
Mar 12th

8 am - Joan Boehm
8 am - Perry’s
8 am - Greeley’s

10:30 am - Laurie DoBosh
10:30 am - Auction Setup
10:30 am - O’Connors

Hebrews 13:2 - Do not neglect to show hospitality to
strangers, for thereby some have entertained angels
unawares.

† This Week at St. Paul’s
Thu, Feb 23

-

Fri, Feb 24
Sat, Feb 25

-

Sun, Feb 26

-

Mon, Feb 27 Tue, Feb 28 -

Wed, Mar 1 Thu, Mar 2 -

Sat, Mar 4

-

5:45 pm
7:30 pm

-

7:30 am
7:30 am
10:00 am
10:00 am

-

Boot Camp, Crocker Hall
Music Night, Sanctuary
St. Matthias, Apostle
Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Crocker Hall
John 21:12 Group, Theo’s Diner, New Milford
PraiseMoves, Crocker Hall
St. Paul’s Quitlers

Last Sunday after the Epiphany
8:00 am
9:30 am
10:30 am
10:30 am
1:00 pm
6:30 pm

-

Traditional Holy Communion (LiveStream)
Rector’s Forum, Guild Room
Sunday School
Contemporary Holy Communion
Youth Group Auction
Men’s Bible Study, Ray Ferro’s Home

9:15 am
5:30 pm
5:45 pm

-

Ladies Bible Study, Guild Room
Pancake Supper & Mardi Gras, Crocker Hall
Boot Camp, Parking Lot

10:00 am
7:30 pm
5:45 pm
7:30 pm
7:30 pm
7:30 pm
7:30 am
7:30 am
11:30 am

-

Holy Communion & Imposition of Ashes
Holy Communion & Imposition of Ashes
Boot Camp, Crocker Hall
Mission Committee, Guild Room
Property Committee, Classroom
Music Night, Sanctuary
Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Crocker Hall
John 21:12 Group, Theo’s Diner, New Milford
Joan Kirner Burial Rite Service

8:00 am
9:30 am
10:30 am
10:30 am

-

Traditional Holy Communion (LiveStream)
Rector’s Forum, Guild Room
Sunday School
Contemporary Holy Communion

Click Below to

Shrove Tuesday

Ash Wednesday

First Sunday in Lent

Sun, Mar 5 -

Click Below to
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† St. Paul's Lenten Series Begins March 8th
Strengthen Your Faith for Sharing the "Good News" With Others!

T

his year's Lenten series will be a course called, "Cold Case Christianity," based on
the book by a former homicide detective and atheist-turned-believer. We will learn
what he discovered about the Christian faith and how we can share our faith with
confidence based on hard evidence.
Please sign up for a book (cost is $12) by putting your name on the sheet in the back of
the church, or call the
church office by
Monday, February
27th. We will begin
each Wednesday
evening, starting on
March 8th, at 6:30 pm
with our soup supper,
and then the program
will follow.
Here is one way we
can put our common
call to evangelism in
action, as God
continues "equipping
the saints for
ministry" (Ephesians
4:12).

† Happy Birthday to You!

M

ike Chengeri celebrates Saturday! Sunday is the big day for
Arielle Zambello & Liam Connors. Throw a party on
Tuesday for David Lindsay, Deanne Hobson, Harlan Jessup, Luisa
Bernardo and Maria Beck. Have a blessed day everyone!

† Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper Mardi Gras Extravaganza

E

veryone is invited to Saint Paul’s
Annual Pancake Supper on Shrove
Tuesday, February 28th, from 5:30 to 7:00
pm. Come celebrate the final moments
before Lent begins with pancakes and
games, beads and balloons!
A freewill offering will be accepted.
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† This Date on the Church Calendar
Friday, February 24th

Saint Matthias, the Apostle

I

n the nine days of waiting between Jesus’ Ascension and the Day
of Pentecost, the disciples remained together in prayer. During
this time, Peter reminded them that the defection and death of Judas
had left the fellowship of the Twelve with a vacancy. The Acts of the
Apostles records Peter’s proposal that “one of the men who have
accompanied us during all the time that the Lord Jesus went in and out
among us, beginning from the baptism by John until the day when he
was taken up from us - one of these men must become with us a
witness to his resurrection” (Acts 1:21–22). Two men were nominated,
Joseph called Barsabbas who was surnamed Justus, and Matthias.
After prayer, the disciples cast lots, and the lot fell to Matthias, who
was then enrolled with the eleven.
Nothing further is told of Matthias after his selection. According to tradition he was an
exemplary Apostle, but we know nothing more. Matthias seems an appropriate example to
Christians of one whose faithful companionship with Jesus qualifies him to be a suitable
witness to the resurrection, and whose service is unheralded and unsung.

T

hree disciples have a “mountain top” experience with Jesus. However, that’s
not where they
remain. They head back
down the mountain, to where
they live out their daily lives.
A faithful Christian knows
that life is not lived as a series
of mountain top experiences,
but rather somewhere below.
Sometimes, life down below
gets pretty rough. How’s it
going for you?

† Art in the Von Egidy Tradition

W

hile we have not quite figured out what the Von Egidy tradition is yet, the
Burnham Library in Bridgewater is non-the-less exhibiting selected works
of St. Paul’s artistic parishioner Walter Von Egidy through March 30th.
Walter’s first image of surrealism was revealed to him at an early age in the
vision of a bowling ball lying alone in the
desert.
Since then he has sought to create a personal
universe through the mediums of super 8
photoplays and enamel/oil paintings by
combining a number of childhood
influences: Memories of the fairy-tale like
qualities in golden age horror films, the
classic surrealist juxtaposition of unrelated
objects and the exoticism of psychedelia.

Walter Von Egid
having an Art R y is
ec
"58 Blackbird Eg eption
gs
the Pink Grotto" from
on
March 12th at th
Burnham Librar e
y
Street Bridgewat Main
er, from
3-5pm. Pink Cha
m
and Pop Tarts w pagne
ill be
served!

5

† Joan Fay Kirner
March 15, 1932 - February 18, 2017
Dear Family of St. Paul's,

I

write to inform you that parishioner, Joan Kirner, died early last Saturday morning.
Friday afternoon, with her family standing around her bed, I anointed her and
provided Anglican last rites as we prayed together,
commending her to God's loving care.
As we stood next to her in her final hours, we
recalled how much Joan enjoyed attending our 8
am Sunday service at St. Paul's before she moved
to her care facility in West Hartford. You may
recall Joan frequently sharing on Healing Sunday
the following: "I love this church,
I love you all." During our visits,
she would ask me to tell the
congregation how much she loved
us.
Joan also loved animals,
including our therapy dog, Sir
Arthur, who used to lean up
against her in her bed during our
visits, with her expressed
invitation, of course. You perhaps won't be surprised when I tell you that
she frequently told Sir Art how much she loved him.
Joan is now at peace after a prolonged struggle with a progressive
illness. A woman of faith, a devoted mother, grandmother and friend, she
now rests in the Lord while awaiting rising in glory. A service will be held
at St. Paul's On Saturday March 4th at 11:30 am.
Please keep Joan's family in your prayers, and as a tribute to Joan, may
we live out the words of 1 John 4:7:
"Love one another, for love comes from God. Everyone who loves has
been born of God and knows God."
May Joan's love among us continue, and may we rejoice that she now
beholds the Author of this love face to face, in Christ.
Faithfully your Rector,

† Pray It Up

N

otice the Red and White prayer request cards in the
pew? Each Sunday, fill out your request, put it in the
red bowl on the table on the way to communion. Then take a
card from the bowl either right then or after service. Pray for
that request for one week. How comforting to know that your
request is being prayed for and that you are praying for
someone else’s! You might just be praying for the person
sitting next to you! Or, if you’d prefer - please send your
request to St. Paul’s at prayingnow2@gmail.com!
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† Transfiguration

by John Tuthhill

"(Peter)"...says of himself, Not seeking my own profit, but the
profit of many, that they may be saved. This Peter understood
not yet when he desired to live on the mount with Christ. He
was reserving this for you, Peter, after death. But now He says
Himself, Come down, to labor in the earth; in the earth to serve,
to be despised, and crucified in the earth.
“The Life came down, that He might be slain;
the Bread came down, that He might hunger;
the Way came down, that life might be wearied in the way;
The Fountain came down, that He might thirst;
and do you refuse to labor?”
'Seek not your own.' Have charity, preach the truth;
so shall you come to eternity, where you shall find security.

"Transfiguration" by Jim Janknegt

- Quoted from a sermon on the Transfiguration by Augustine
of Hippo (354 - 430). Bishop of Hippo, philosopher, Church
Father and theologian, one of the most important figures in the
development of Western Christianity.
- Thanks be to God!

"When I consider the short duration of my life, swallowed up in the eternity before and
after, the little space which I fill, and even can see, engulfed in the infinite immensity of
spaces of which I am ignorant, and which know me not, I am frightened, and am
astonished at being here rather than
there; for there is no reason why here
rather than there, why now rather than
then? Who has put me here? By
whose order and direction have this
place and time been allotted to me?"

Blaise Pascal (1623 - 1662)
French mathematician, physicist, inventor,
writer, philosopher, and, very sudden
Christian convert at the age of twenty-one.
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† God’s Spoken Promises

by Steve Hemming

“So the Lord gave to Israel all the land of which He had sworn to give to their fathers,
and they took possession of it and dwelt in it. The Lord gave them rest all around,
according to all that He had sworn to their fathers. And not a man of all their enemies
stood against them; the Lord delivered all their enemies into their hand. Not a word failed
of any good thing which the
Lord had spoken to the house
of Israel. All came to pass.”
Joshua 21:43-45

T

he book of Joshua
chronicles the
culmination of Israel’s
journey from Egypt into a
land flowing with milk and
honey which the Lord had
sworn to give to their fathers.
God kept His word, and
brought His chosen people
into the Promised Land.
Advanced in age, Joshua, the
leader of the nation, declared
to all of Israel; “Behold, this day I am going the way of all the earth. And you know in all
your hearts and in all your souls that not one thing has failed of all the good things which
the Lord your God spoke concerning you. All have come to pass for you; not one word of
them has failed.” (Joshua 23:14) This was the fulfillment of the word which God spoke to
Joshua in 1:3-4; “Every place that the sole of your foot will tread upon I have given you, as
I said to Moses. From the wilderness and this Lebanon as far as the great river, the River
Euphrates, all the land of the Hittites, and to the Great Sea toward the going down of the
sun, shall be your territory.”
Joshua saw first-hand all of God’s promises He spoke to him come to fruition, as the
Lord Himself testifies in Isaiah 55:11; “So shall My word be that goes forth from My mouth;
It shall not return to Me void, but it shall accomplish what I please, and it shall prosper in
the thing for which I sent it.” As Joshua encouraged the house of Israel, he spoke to the
people with the same assurance that he himself had received previously from the Lord, as
cited in the examples below:
Joshua - “Therefore be very courageous to keep and to do all that is written in the Book
of the Law of Moses, lest you turn aside from it to the right hand or to the left,” Joshua 23:6
The LORD - “Only be strong and very courageous, that you may observe to do
according to all the law which Moses My servant commanded you; do not turn from it to the
right hand or to the left, that you may prosper wherever you go.” Joshua 1:7
Joshua - “For the Lord has driven out from before you great and strong nations; but as
for you, no one has been able to stand against you to this day.” Joshua 23:9
The LORD - “No man shall be able to stand before you all the days of your life; as I
was with Moses, so I will be with you. I will not leave you nor forsake you.” Joshua 1:5
Joshua - “One man of you shall chase a thousand, for the Lord your God is He who
fights for you, as He promised you.” Joshua 23:10
The LORD - “For the Lord your God is He who goes with you, to fight for you against
your enemies, to save you.” Deuteronomy 20:4
The next time you are led to encourage someone, be like Joshua, and speak God’s word
over them, for all the promises of God in Him are Yes, and in Him Amen, to the glory of
God through us (2 Corinthians 1:20).

The Sacristans for March are
Sue Balla, Linda Pendergast
and Gail Winkley.

For how many days had the glory of the
LORD settled on Sinai before God called to
Moses from within the cloud? a) 6 b) 14
c) 40
Exodus 24:15-16 NIV
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A

sh Wednesday is quickly approaching.
Why not take these next few days to pray
about how we might strengthen our disciplines of
prayer and study, community worship, care for
others, and perhaps, even more generous
responses to “the least and the lost” among us?
Did you miss last week’s Children’s sermon? Click here to watch it.
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F

or the last 26 years, the Community Coffeehouse has been a unique place to experience
some of the finest Christian singer/songwriters and bands. St. Pauls has been a supporter
for the last several years. Most concerts happen at the 7 Madison Ave. location in Danbury. The
beautiful chapel, built in the 1890’s, is a warm, intimate room that seats 150. Every seat is a
good one and each ticket gets the holder a concert, a meet & greet with the artist and a bountiful
table of refreshments.
From time-to-time, the Coffeehouse goes on the road to a larger venue. That is the case for
the Edge of Dawn Tour featuring Audrey Assad & Andrew Peterson. Walnut Hill Community
Church in Bethel will host the March 11, 7:00pm concert. For more on the Community Coffeehouse, go to www.CommunityCoffeehouse.org.
http://www.newreleasetoday.com/news_detail.php?newsid=2023
Chris Barrett
chris@communitycoffeehouse.org

203-770-8222
www.Community
Coffeehouse.org
Video:
www.YouTube.com/
creatorarts

“Transforming Lives Through
Jesus”
St. Paul’s Church
Brookfield, Connecticut
Saintpaulsbrookfield.com
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† Transforming Saints of God
Thursday, February 23rd

Polycarp

Bishop & Martyr of Smyrna, 156

P

olycarp was one of the leaders of the Church who carried on the tradition of the
apostles through the troubled period of Gnostic heresies in the second century.
According to Irenaeus, who had known him in his early youth, Polycarp was a pupil of
John, “the disciple of the Lord,” and had been appointed a bishop by “apostles in Asia.”
We possess a letter from Polycarp to the Church in Philippi. It reveals his firm
adherence to the faith, and his pastoral concern for fellow Christians in trouble.
An authentic account of the martyrdom of Polycarp on February 23 is also preserved. It
probably occurred in the year 156. The account tells of Polycarp’s courageous witness in
the amphitheater at Smyrna. When the proconsul asked him to curse Christ,
Polycarp said, “Eighty six years I have served him, and he never did me any wrong.
How can I blaspheme my King who saved me?” The account reports that the
magistrate was reluctant to kill the gentle and harmless old man, but his hand was
forced by the mob, who clamored that he be thrown to wild beasts, as was the fate of
other Christians on that dreadful day.
Polycarp was burned at the stake and a white dove is said to have flown up into
the sky from the spot where he died. Before his ordeal, he is reported to have looked
up to heaven, and to have prayed: “Lord God Almighty, Father of your beloved and
blessed child Jesus Christ, through whom we have received knowledge of you, God
of angels and hosts and all creation, and of the whole race of the upright who live in
your presence, I bless you that you have thought me worthy of this day and hour, to
be numbered among the martyrs and share in the cup of Christ, for resurrection to
eternal life, for soul and body in the incorruptibility of the Holy Spirit. Among them
may I be accepted before you today, as a rich and acceptable sacrifice just as you, the
faithful and true God, have prepared and foreshown and brought about. For this
reason and for all things I praise you, I bless you, I
glorify you, through the eternal heavenly high
priest Jesus Christ, your beloved child, through
whom be glory to you, with him and the Holy
Spirit, now and for the ages to come. Amen.”
On our pilgrimage to Turkey & Greece in 2015 we
visited St. Polycarp Church, the oldest church in Izmir
and which represents ancient Smyrna's role as one of the
Seven Churches of Revelation. The church dates from the
early 1600’s and is loaded with magnificent frescos.

† Transforming Stewardship
“No one can serve two masters; for either he will hate the one and love the other, or he
will be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and mammon
(material wealth).”
Matthew 6:24

F

or many people, God and money
run “neck and neck” as their first
priority. Making money and spending
money becomes the center of their life and
they actually become a slave to money.
The solution - become more generous.
Giving money to Church and charity frees
us from slavery to money and from making
money a “god” before God.
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† Art in the Christian Tradition

Transfiguracion del Divino Salvador del Mundo
Catedral Metropolitana del Divino Salvador del Mundo

T

he summit of the Patron Saint's Festivities in El
Salvador is the traditional Transfiguration of the
Divine Savior of the World, a biblical representation where,
according to the account, Jesus transfigured himself from his
garments which shine white against his disciples.
The festive and
colorful facade
surrounds a
shrine to an
image of the
Divine Saviour
of the World
(Jesus, after the
Transfiguration,
the patron of El
Salvador)
sculpted by
Friar Francisco
Silvestre García
in 1777.

† Exodus

T

he Old Testament reading this week is
from Exodus, the second book of the
Old Testament, which is part of the
Pentateuch, the first five books of the Bible.
Jews refer to these books as "The Torah." At
times, they are referred to as "The Law,"
although "Torah" means teaching. Exodus
centers on the rescue of God's chosen people
from captivity in Egypt and the making of the
great covenant, or agreement with God, at
Mount Sinai.

† The Men’s Bible Study
Lives On

A

fter 41
weeks
of studying
the Gospel
of Mark (a
new study is
planned to
startup after Easter), the men’s group has
found themselves without something to do
the last two Monday nights. Not deterred,
the faithful gathered at Portobello’s by the
Four Corners for fellowship and pizzas.
Ray Ferro will host a special get together at his house on Monday February
27th at 6:30 pm.
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† Scholarly Speaking
Revising the Prayer Book

A

s you may have read, the last General Convention called for the
presentation (in 2018) of a plan for the revision of the Book of Common
Prayer. While I can certainly think of changes I should like to see (more on that
later), I strongly hope that that nothing comes of that proposal at this time.
A century ago there was a great burst of Prayer Book revision in the Anglican
Communion: The Church of England produced a proposed Book that was approved
by the relevant Church bodies but rejected by Parliament, our 1928 Book came out
of that burst as did new books in Scotland, South Africa, and elsewhere, with a
little later, Canada. As this process was starting, a short novel, The Archbishop’s
Test*, appeared to urge a different approach. In the book the newly installed
Archbishop of Canterbury argues that before producing a new Prayer Book, the
Church should actually use the old one. Some objected that after
250 years it had had its trial, while others that priests were obeying
it. The Archbishop responded with a list of things that the BCP
required but were not being done: few churches actually had daily
Morning and Evening Prayer, fast days were not widely observed, the
long invitation to Communion with its exhortation to repentance and
absolution was rarely heard, and so on. The test was agreed to, and
(this being after all work of fiction) no one will be surprised to learn
that people did start going to church, and learning to pray, and there
was a great resurgence of Christianity in Britain. It is somewhat
ironic that in the real world Prayer Book revision was delayed, not by
any such test, but by the outbreak of WWI soon after the book
appeared.
I would suggest that it is true today that in many ways our 1979
Book has also not really been tried.
While most churches do follow the
rubrics of individual services, the Daily Offices are still
rare, I do use the Long Exhortation but I cannot recall
hearing it read by any other priest since 1979 (to be
fair it is only intended for occasional use). My real
concern, however, with any revision at this time is the
tendency, seen in Trial Use services that we have
avoided here, but which have become popular
elsewhere, to depersonalize God by the use of such
devices as ‘generic’ language. I do believe that the
underlying intent is honorable, but the effect (as I see
it) is a distortion of the Biblical picture of God.
I said at the start that there are changes I should
welcome. The principal one is a reworking of the
lectionary for Morning and Evening Prayer to include
all of the New Testament (we do have most already) and
much more of the Old (by providing a true two year
scheme instead of simply repeating the morning lessons from one year in the
evening on the following year. I welcome the additional canticles at the Daily
Offices, and would wish to see a larger selection. A serious attempt to use the
Prayer Book in full might not have the marvelous results that Emma Green
anticipated; but I am sure it would
o you have a question you
better inform any future revision.

D

would like answered by our
Scholar-in-Residence? Send your
ecclesiastical, liturgical, doctrinal,
historical or other inquiries to:
Stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com.
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Fr. Bill Loring, Scholar in Residence
* E(mma) M(artha) Green, London/New
York, 1914-15. The entire text is online
here.
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† Start Spreading the Good News!

A

nd proclaim as you go, saying, ‘The kingdom of heaven is at hand.’ Heal the sick,
raise the dead, cleanse lepers, cast out demons. You received without paying; give
without pay. Acquire no gold nor silver nor copper for your belts, no bag for your journey,
nor two tunics nor sandals nor a staff, for the laborer deserves his food. And whatever town
or village you enter, find out who is worthy in it and stay there until you depart. …
Matthew 10:7-14
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† This Sunday’s Readings
The Transfiguration
Exodus 24:12-18
n the Hebrew scripture lesson Moses is called up to Mount Sinai, and the glory of the Lord
appears. There he is to receive commandments written on stone tablets. The Lord’s
presence is essentially indescribable, but is known in the cloud and fire. The cloud both hides
and reveals the Lord’s glory, and the scene suggests the awesome majesty of a volcanic
mountain.

I

Psalm 2
God is sovereign in all the earth and shall prevail The one who rules from Zion will be
God’s own Son.
2 Peter 1:16-21
This lesson presents the apostle Peter as he recalls his vision of Jesus
in majesty on the holy mountain and the heavenly voice that announced
this was God’s beloved Son. Peter was among those who were
eyewitnesses to this revelation. It makes more sure the prophetic message
that is like a lamp for us. But no one should make this prophecy a matter
solely of their own interpretation, for it has come through the Holy Spirit.
Matthew 17:1-9
Our gospel is the story of Jesus’ transfiguration. The narrative is
richly woven with themes and symbols drawn from Israel’s past and its
hopes for the future. Moses and Elijah represent the law and the prophets,
whose promises Jesus fulfills. The chosen disciples see divine glory
reflected in Jesus’ human person. They hear a voice from the cloud
declaring that he is the beloved Son.

Matthew 17:1-9
How much in our heart of
hearts, are we still cheering for
Jesus as the triumphant
Victor, and still longing for a
Messiah, when God has
already given us all that God
has to give: the Beloved?

† Pick Up Your Copy Today!
Synthesis CE Study Guides for each weeks readings will
be available at the back of the church.

† Sermon Shorts

"N

ot perfect? Love has got you covered.
To replay all our sermons, audio and
videos follow this link for The Sunday
Sermons. Check out our sermon archives as well.
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Register today for the Spring Training & Gathering: April 1
Spring Training & Gathering is an
annual training day, held in the
spring, with dozens of workshops.
The 2017 Gathering will take place
Saturday, April 1 at Lincoln Middle
School, Meriden from 9:30 a.m. to
4:00 p.m.
Workshop categories include:
Christian Formation,
Communication, Connecting &
Collaborating, Essential Parish
Operations, Leadership, Passion
& Call, Pastoral Care, Social
Justice & Advocacy,
Stewardship, and Worship.
Please have a look at the 2017
Workshop Booklet containing
information about all of the workshops, and materials for vestries/leadership
teams. Lay leaders including whole vestries regularly attend.
The day is organized by Robin Hammeal-Urban, Canon for Mission Integrity &
Training, with administrator Deb Kenney. For questions contact Deb Kenney.
Learn more and register for Spring Training & Gathering here. Register by March
5 for a $15.00 registration fee, prices go up after March 5.

S

† Electronic Giving

aint Paul’s is pleased to announce the introduction of an electronic option for
making regular offerings. Contributions can now be debited automatically from
your checking/savings account or your credit/debit card. Our new electronic giving
program offers convenience for you and provides much needed donation consistency for our
congregation. There is no cost to you to use this system. Also there will be no changes if
you choose to still use your present method of giving.
The system is simple using the following steps on our
website. Sign on to the church website at
www.SaintPaulsBrookfield.com. Click on the blue “Give
Online” button at the top left of the home page. Click on
the “Create Profile” button to create your unique on line
profile. After you have created your profile, follow the
on line instructions to schedule your contribution. If you
have any questions, please contact Chuck Allen at 203775-6633 or treasurer@SaintPaulsBrookfield.com.
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† Your Prayers Are Requested For…

t is such an intimate time when praying for the health and well being of others and
such a privilege. The people that we lift up to The Lord are part of our hearts for all
time. Please pray for…
.....Fr. George Hall and other parishioners
convalescing in extended care facilities.
.....St. David’s, Gales Ferry; St. James’, Glastonbury;
St. Luke’s, Glastonbury; Christ Church, Greenwich.
.....Revival at St. Paul’s and the greater Danbury area.
.....Prison ministry and prison chaplains; the ECCT
Faith Behind Bars & Beyond Ministry Network.
.....Brenda Darling, Ginny Beck, Jean Stauffer,
Clayton Ferry, Gary Stein, Ed Licence, Sue Balla,
Rose Barrett, Lorraine Estok, Jim Megura, Jay Lawrence, Alex, Teresa Stacchiotti,
Roger Kovacs, Mary DeAnzeris; Michele Sarver & Lee Rybos, continued healing.
.....the safe return of Denise’s dog.
.....the people of Cambodia; the people of Burkina Faso, Abode of Peace; the Diocese of
Makueni - (Kenya) The Rt Revd Joseph Kanuku;
and our sister and brother members of the
National Association of Congregational Christian
Churches.
.....Christians in the Middle East facing
persecution at the hands of ISIS forces. Pray also
for radical Muslims throughout the world to come
to know Jesus Christ.
.....Michael for protection from mortar attacks in
Somalia with the UN peacekeeping service.
.....Victory Christian Center, Danbury and their
Food Pantry, which is the recipient of our food
basket collections for the month of February.
.....Trinity Christian Tabernacle, Danbury, a
congregational partner of the Jericho Partnership.
.....Drew Ross, healing of major surgery for throat
cancer; and Joe, who is undergoing treatment for
Lymphoma.
.....Social Justice.
.....Mary Nigro, Bill Nigro’s mother, recovering
from a broken hip.

† This & That & Links

(Click on pictures or red links for more info)

Links We Like
Things That Make You Think
Back Issues of Sword Points
Preparing for Lent
In this video, Fr. Mike explains how
prayer, fasting, and almsgiving are
the three pillars of a spiritually
fruitful Lent. He then challenges us
to try new ways to exercise these
Lenten practices, sharing several
simple strategies for drawing closer
to God during this holy season.
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March Lay Schedule
Lectors and Intercessors, please remember to check in before the
service in the Vesting Room. Thank You!

March 5th

March 19th

8:00 AM
Welcoming: Cindy & Peter Maier
Acolyte: Jack Powell
Lector: Genesis 2:15-17; 3:1-7 Sandy Chaleski
Intercessor: Mike Kirner
Lay Reader: Steve Nagy
Lay Reader: Harlan Jessup
Psalm 32 Romans 5:12-19

8:00 AM
Welcoming: Tara Shepley
Acolyte: Sarah Shepley
Lector: Exodus 17:1-7 Mary Perry
Intercessor: Linda Pendergast
Lay Reader: Jay Trott
Lay Reader: Don Winkley
Psalm 95 Romans 5:1-11

10:30 AM
Welcoming: Ron Switzer / Laurie DoBosh
Acolyte: Stephanie Bernardo
Lector: Genesis 2:15-17; 3:1-7 Diane Froelick
Intercessor: Steve Nagy
Lay Reader: Joe Bernardo
Lay Reader: Ray Ferro
Psalm 32 Romans 5:12-19

10:30 AM
Welcoming: Sandra Visser / Denise McCormack
Acolyte: Ryan Sampson
Lector: Exodus 17:1-7 Diane Froelick
Intercessor: Bob Cutting
Lay Reader: Harlan Jessup
Lay Reader: Mike Chengeri
Psalm 95 Romans 5:1-11

March 12th

March 26th
Healing Sunday

8:00 AM
Welcoming: Pam Szen / Mike Kirner
Acolyte: John Tuthill
Lector: Genesis 12:1-4a Pam Szen
Intercessor: Dorothy Crocker
Lay Reader: Ray Ferro
Lay Reader: Steve Nagy
Psalm 121 Romans 4:1-5, 13-17

8:00 AM
Welcoming: Joyce & John Sarver
Acolyte: Jack Powell
Lector: 1 Samuel 16:1-13 Mike Kirner
Intercessor: John Tuthhill
Lay Reader: Ray Ferro
Lay Reader: Don Winkley
Psalm 23 Ephesians 5:8-14

10:30 AM
Welcoming: Kathy DeSanti/Denise McCormack
Acolyte: Jack Meyer
Lector: Genesis 12:1-4a Sandy Chaleski
Intercessor: Steve Nagy
Lay Reader: Jim Castronova
Lay Reader: Joe Bernardo
Psalm 121 Romans 4:1-5, 13-17

10:30 AM
Welcoming: Kathy DeSanti / Laurie DoBosh
Acolyte: Jack Meyer
Lector: 1 Samuel 16:1-13 Vito Barbieri
Intercessor: Dorothy Crocker
Lay Reader: Mike Chengeri
Lay Reader: Joe Bernardo
Psalm 23 Ephesians 5:8-14

Mail…..Send us photos and info about your travels, your home group, your pets, your
sports teams to stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com.
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March
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

1 Ash

Wednesday

10:00 am Holy
Communion &
Imposition of Ashes
7:30 pm Holy
Communion &
Imposition of Ashes

5 1 Lent

6

8:00 am Traditional
Communion
9:30 am Rector’s Forum
10:30 am Sunday School
10:30 am Contemporary
Communion

10:00 am Christian
7:00 pm Stephen

Caring

Ministry

Thu

Fri

Sat

2

3

4

5:45 pm Boot Camp

9

9:15 am Ladies Bible
Study

10:00 am Holy
Communion
& Healing

5:45 pm Boot Camp

Group

11:30 am Joan Kirner
Burial Rite

7:30 pm Music Night

8

7:30 pm Boy Scouts

7:30 am John 21:12

7:30 pm Property
Committee

7

5:45 pm Boot Camp

7:30 am Men’s
Prayer Breakfast

7:30 pm Mission
Committee

10

11
7:30 am Men’s
Prayer Breakfast

7:30 pm Music Night

7:30 am John 21:12

6:30 pm Lenten Series

Group

10:00 am PraiseMoves
10:00 am Jericho Food
Pantry

12 2 Lent

13

14

15

16

8:00 am Traditional
Communion
9:30 am Rector’s Forum
10:30 am Sunday School
10:30 am Contemporary
Communion

7:00 pm Staff Meeting

9:15 am Ladies Bible
Study

10:00 am Holy
Communion
& Healing

5:45 pm Boot Camp

6:30 pm Lenten Series

7:30 pm Music Night

19 3 Lent

20 St. Joseph

21

22

23

8:00 am Traditional
Communion
9:30 am Rector’s Forum
10:30 am Sunday School
10:30 am Contemporary
Communion

7:00 pm Stephen

9:15 am Ladies Bible
Study

10:00 am Holy
Communion
& Healing

5:45 pm Boot Camp

7:30 pm Vestry Meeting

5:45 pm Boot Camp

17

18
7:30 am Men’s
Prayer Breakfast

7:00 pm Healing Team

7:30 am John 21:12

Group

10:00 am PraiseMoves

Ministry

5:45 pm Boot Camp
7:30 pm Boy Scouts

24

25
7:30 am Men’s
Prayer Breakfast

7:30 pm Music Night

7:30 am John 21:12

6:30 pm Lenten Series

Group

10:00 am PraiseMoves
11:00 am St. Paul’s
Quilters

26 4 Lent
8:00 am Traditional
Communion
9:30 am Rector’s Forum
10:30 am Sunday School
10:30 am Contemporary
Communion
1:00 pm Youth Group Blind Auction

27

28

29

30

9:15 am Ladies Bible
Study

10:00 am Holy
Communion
& Healing

5:45 pm Boot Camp

5:45 pm Boot Camp
7:30 pm Boy Scouts

31

7:30 pm Music Night

6:30 pm Lenten Series
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Just For Fun !

(And Christian Fellowship)

Random Fact of the Week!

D

id you know ... that William Shakespeare loved pancakes
so much, that he often mentioned pancakes during his
famous play's ?

† It Takes An Editorial Board
Contributors to this Weeks
Sword Points:

M

ary Allen, Chris Barrett, Ray Ferro,
Steve Hemming, Diane Loring, Bill
Loring, Dori McManus, Beth Miller, Nicole
O’Connors, Patrick
O’Connors, Mary
Perry, Ken Perry,
Kirsten Peterson,
Debbi Pomeroy,
Reyna Sampson,
John Sarver, Joe
Shepley, Tara
Shepley, David
Szen, Pam Szen,
John Tuthill, Don
Winkley and Gail
Winkley.
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