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† Sacred Moments in Christ
"To all who did receive him, to those who
believed in his name, he gave the right to
become children of God."
(John 1:12)
Dear Friends,

S

acred moments in Christ occur all around us. This
past Sunday, as we were distributing Holy
Communion from the center aisle at the second
service, with the praise song, "I Am A Child of God,"
filling the church, the song came to an end. A five yearold sitting in a front pew suddenly entered the silence with
a solo, "I am a child of God." One had the sense that we
as a church, by God's grace, are fulfilling our mission of
"Transforming Lives Through Jesus Christ."
Educational researcher, Lisa Miller, holds that children who have a positive, active
relationship to spirituality are:
40% less likely to use and abuse substances
60% less likely to suffer from depression as teens
80% less likely to engage in dangerous behavior while experiencing greater meaning,
purpose and academic achievement
Sunday school, the children's
sermon and worship are three
pivotal ways in which we help
our children develop their
faith as Christians. We as a
church will continue to invest
in our youth, for they are not
just the future of the church,
they are the church.
Faithfully,

Did you miss last week’s Children’s sermon? Click here to watch it.

† Why the Wilderness?

by John Tuthhill

"It is a safe thing to trust Him to fulfill the desire that He creates."
- Amy Wilson Carmichael (1867 –1951)
Christian missionary in India; orphanage & mission founder, (55 years straight with
zero time off!), and author of several books still in print about missionary work.

T

his Sunday in the gospel we join Jesus facing down bad ways and desert. Believers
and non-believers alike go through these times of discomfort and trials, but unlike
Jesus we stumble and trust God only off-and-on. People sometimes accept the false
promises and take the dead-end shortcuts out of difficulty.
Our “wilderness experiences” are times of intensified temptation and it may seem that
we're under a tailor-made spiritual attack. We go through various
dry times in finances, health, emotions, or, combinations of these
and more. But going through a wilderness may not necessarily
be due to a believer sinning - Christ was tempted and He was
without sin (1 Peter 2:22, John 19:4, Hebrews 4:15, etc.). But for
our benefit and for God's glory believers at times do go through a
"wilderness" of tough trial or seemingly impossible difficulty.
Others in the Bible also endured wilderness trials, Jesus was
not the only one; the people of Israel journeyed through the
desert, were tried, failed, and wandered for 40 years. The
prophet Elijah (1 Kings 19:1–9); the apostle Paul (Galatians 1:17
–18); and, Job all too could be said to have gone through
wilderness.
It is actually reassuring that Jesus was tempted - showing that
it is not a sin to be tempted. And, it can be understood that it is a loving God’s will that
times of testing come our way. The best news of all is knowing we are never without God’s
grace, which is perhaps shown when angels come to attended to Jesus (Matthew 4:11, Mark
1:13, James 4:7, Luke 22:43, Hebrews 1:14).
At times of struggle simply getting through it from day to day the flesh cries out for
relief and it is best to wait on the Lord, to find the gift of God’s peace and joy through it all,
and, grow in knowing Christ. The "Colossal Apostle" Paul writes that we ; “have this
treasure in jars of clay”: that “We are hard pressed on every side, but not crushed;
perplexed, but not in despair; persecuted, but not abandoned; struck down, but not
destroyed. We always carry around in our body the death of Jesus, so that the life of Jesus
may also be revealed in our body” (2 Corinthians 4:7–10). The reason for these trials, Paul
says, is “to show that this all-surpassing power is from God and not from us.”
Most people look for and
want only prosperity, health,
and an easy going time. But
God created the wilderness too.
The God of grace meets us in
both places, but knows at times,
we seek Him more in the wild.
1 Peter 1:22-23 (NIV): Now
that you have purified
yourselves by obeying the truth
so that you have sincere love
for each other, love one another
deeply, from the heart. For you
have been born again, not of
perishable seed, but of
imperishable, through the
living and enduring word of
God.
- Thanks be to God!
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† In the Beginning Was the Word

E

ach Sunday at 9:30, the Rector's Forum continues
with the Gospel of John. The last of the four
Gospels to be written, it emphasizes Jesus' full divinity
within a deeply theological framework while being
accessible to all.
Please join us in the Guild Room for this exciting Bible
study, and expect to be transformed by the Living Word.

COFFEE HOUR HOSTS
Mar 5th
Mar 12th
Mar 19th

8 am - Perry’s
8 am - Greeley’s
8 am - Melody’s

10:30 am - Connie Williams
10:30 am - NicoleO’Connors
10:30 am - Sandy Chadwick

Hebrews 13:2 - Do not neglect to show
hospitality to strangers, for thereby some
have entertained angels unawares.
† This Week at St. Paul’s
Thu, Mar 2 -

Sat, Mar 4

-

5:45 pm
7:30 pm
7:30 pm
7:30 pm
7:30 am
7:30 am
11:30 am

-

Boot Camp, Crocker Hall
Mission Committee, Guild Room
Property Committee, Classroom
Music Night, Sanctuary
Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Crocker Hall
John 21:12 Group, Theo’s Diner, New Milford
Joan Kirner Burial Rite Service

8:00 am
9:30 am
10:30 am
10:30 am
10:00 am
7:00 pm
9:15 am
5:45 pm
7:15 pm
10:00 am
6:30 pm
5:45 pm
7:30 pm
7:30 am
7:30 am
10:00 am
10:00 am

-

Traditional Holy Communion (LiveStream)
Rector’s Forum, Guild Room
Sunday School
Contemporary Holy Communion
Christian Caring Committee, Guild Room
Stephen Ministry, Guild Room
Ladies Bible Study, Guild Room
Boot Camp, Parking Lot
Boy Scouts, Crocker Hall
Holy Communion & Healing
Lenten Series, Crocker Hall
Boot Camp, Crocker Hall
Music Night, Sanctuary
Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Crocker Hall
John 21:12 Group, Theo’s Diner, New Milford
PraiseMoves, Crocker Hall
Jericho Food Pantry, Danbury

8:00 am
9:30 am
10:30 am
10:30 am

-

First Sunday in Lent

Sun, Mar 5 -

Mon, Mar 6 Tue, Mar 7 Wed, Mar 8 Thu, Mar 9 Sat, Mar 11

-

Second Sunday in Lent

Sun, Mar 12 -

Traditional Holy Communion (LiveStream)
Rector’s Forum, Guild Room
Sunday School
Contemporary Holy Communion

Click Below to

Click Below to
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† St. Paul's Lenten Series Begins March 8th
Strengthen Your Faith for Sharing the "Good News" With Others!

T

his year's Lenten series will be a course called, "Cold Case Christianity," based on
the book by a former homicide detective and atheist-turned-believer. We will learn
what he discovered about the Christian faith and how we can share our faith with
confidence based on hard evidence.
Please sign up for a book (cost is $12) by putting your name on the sheet in the back of
the church, or call the
church office. We will
begin each Wednesday
evening, starting on
March 8th, at 6:30 pm
with our soup supper,
and then the program
will follow.
Here is one way we
can put our common
call to evangelism in
action, as God
continues "equipping
the saints for
ministry" (Ephesians
4:12).

† Happy Birthday to You!

D

avid Williams celebrates tomorrow! Monday is the big day
for Vito Barbieri. Julianne Allen, Larry Wanzer & Marge
Gruneberg will be blowing out candles on Tuesday. Bake a cake for
Elyssa Allen, James Beck & Spencer Mannion on Wednesday.
Have a blessed day everyone!

H

ow many of us find ourselves in some kind
of wilderness these days? How many of us
feel pulled towards the many attractions of our
day and age? Jesus also went through
similar temptations, but was able to
withstand them. Live a life following
the example of Jesus. Take these days
in Lent to explore just how you’re
doing as a disciple, one who
follows the example of Jesus.
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† Art in the Von Egidy Tradition

W

hile we have not quite figured out what the Von Egidy tradition is yet, the
Burnham Library in Bridgewater is non-the-less exhibiting selected works
of St. Paul’s artistic parishioner Walter Von Egidy through March 30th.
Walter’s first image of surrealism was revealed to him at an early age in the
vision of a bowling ball lying alone in the
desert.
Since then he has sought to create a personal
universe through the mediums of super 8
photoplays and enamel/oil paintings by
combining a number of childhood
influences: Memories of the fairy-tale like
qualities in golden age horror films, the
classic surrealist juxtaposition of unrelated
objects and the exoticism of psychedelia.

Walter Von Egid
having an Art R y is
ec
"58 Blackbird Eg eption
gs
the Pink Grotto" from
on
March 12th at th
Burnham Librar e
y
Street Bridgewat Main
er, from
3-5pm. Pink Cha
m
and Pop Tarts w pagne
ill be
served!
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† Transforming Saints of God
Thursday, March 2nd

Chad

Bishop of Lichfield, 672

O

ne of four brothers dedicated to service in the Church, Chad was trained by Aidan
of Lindisfarne as a follower of the Celtic tradition in ritual. His elder brother Cedd,
a godly and upright man, had built a monastery at Lastingham, where he governed as abbot.
At his death, Cedd left the abbacy to Chad. According to the Venerable Bede, Chad was “a
holy man, modest in his ways, learned in the Scriptures, and zealous in carrying out their
teaching.”
Impressed by Chad’s qualities, the King appointed him Bishop of York. Chad was
ordained by “bishops of the British race who had not been canonically ordained,” Bede tells
us. Chad was, Bede also notes, “a man who kept the Church in truth and purity, humility,
and temperance.” Following apostolic example, he traveled about his diocese on foot.
The new Archbishop of Canterbury, Theodore, arrived in England four years after
Chad’s ordination as bishop. Theodore made it clear that Chad’s ordination had been
irregular, that is, not according to Roman custom; and Chad most humbly offered to resign
from office. “Indeed, I never believed myself worthy of it,” he said.
Theodore, impressed by such humility, reordained him, and appointed him Bishop of
Mercia and Northumbria. Chad continued his custom of traveling on
foot, until Theodore ordered him to ride, at least on longer
journeys. When Chad hesitated, the Archbishop is said to have
lifted him bodily onto the horse, “determined to compel him to
ride when the need arose.”
Chad administered his new diocese with devout concern.
He built a monastery, and established monastic rule at
Barrow. In his see city of Lichfield, where he had an
official dwelling, he preferred to read and meditate in a
small house he had built nearby.
Two and one-half years after his reordination, plague
broke out, killing many residents of the diocese including
Chad himself, whose death Bede describes thus: “He joyfully
beheld ... the day of the Lord, whose coming he had always
anxiously awaited. He was mindful to his end of all that the Lord
did.” He was buried at the Cathedral Church of St. Peter in Lichfield.
In the following decades, many chapels, and many wells, were constructed in Mercia
and named for him. (It was an old custom to dig a well where one was needed, and to mark
it with one's own name or another's, that thirsty travelers and others might drink and
remember the name with gratitude.)

† Transforming Stewardship
“It is written: The Lord, your God, shall you worship
and him alone shall you serve.”
Matthew 4:10

T

empted between the riches and power of this world
and service to God, Jesus chose service to His
Father. If we wish to truly follow Jesus, we, too, must
decide to turn away from power and riches and put God at
the center of our lives. How is God calling you to serve?
"Many are the woes of the wicked, but the
LORD's unfailing love surrounds the
man who _______ in him."
Psalm 32:10 NIV
6

“I

n the case of every errant course there is always
a first wrong step. If we can trace that wrong
step, we may be able to avoid it and its results. Where,
then, is the point of divergence from the “King’s
highway of truth”? What is the first step astray? Is it
doubting this doctrine, or questioning that sentiment,
or being skeptical as to the other article of orthodox
belief? We think not. These doubts and this
skepticism are the outcome of something going before.
“If a mariner, having to traverse an unknown sea, does not put implicit
confidence in his charts, and therefore does not consult them for guidance in
steering the ship, he is, as anyone can see, every moment exposed to dangers
of various kinds. Now, the Word of God - the Book written by holy men as
they were moved by the Spirit of God - is the Christian’s chart; and though, in
a ship’s company, some of the men may have little critical knowledge of
navigation, the captain is supposed to be well instructed therein, and to be
able, by consulting the charts, to steer the ship aright; so in reference to
ministers of Christ’s gospel, and pastors of Christ’s church, which he hath
purchased with his blood. The first step astray is a want of adequate faith in
the divine inspiration of the sacred Scriptures. All the while a man bows to
the authority of God’s Word, he will not entertain any sentiment contrary to
its teaching. “To the law and to the testimony,” is his appeal concerning every
doctrine. He esteems that holy Book, concerning all things, to be right, and
therefore he hates every false way. But let a man question, or entertain low
views of the inspiration and authority of the Bible, and he is without chart to
guide him, and without anchor to hold him.”
- Robert Shindler, 1887.

A

s part of our outreach, St. Paul’s donates gift cards and non
-perishable items to six area food pantries. The nonperishable items are provided by our generous congregation and are
truly appreciated. Donations for the food pantry can be left in the
basket at the back of the church. Delivery is made to one food
pantry each month. Thank you.
7
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† Perfect Timing

by Steve Hemming

“In the multitude of my anxieties within me, Your comforts delight my soul.”
Psalm 94:19

A

s I read Psalm 94 a few mornings ago, the scripture above leapt off the page and
penetrated deep into my heart. As God has been stretching me lately, He’s had me
go through some situations that at first glance, have caused me to tremble. And because of
the fear I have felt in the midst of those moments, rather than moving forward by faith, I’ve
wanted to avoid the challenges set before me, and
retreat.
Feelings of great apprehension have plagued
me periodically for many years. As I’ve grown in
my faith and trust in the Lord, my fearfulness has
diminished greatly, but every once in a while
trepidation rises up within me, and I feel
paralyzed and ineffective. Recognizing this
irrational fear is clearly not of God, I have been
diligently seeking His counsel all the more so of
late, as to how I can overcome this anxiety and
become bold and fearless in Him.
Over the years, the Lord has led me to many
great scriptures that have helped to calm my
apprehensions, including:
· Joshua 1:9 – “Have I not commanded you?
Be strong and of good courage; do not be afraid, nor be dismayed, for the Lord your God is
with you wherever you go.”
· Psalm 34:4 – “I sought the Lord, and He heard
me, and delivered me from all my fears.”
· Psalm 56:3-4 – “Whenever I am afraid, I will
trust in You. In God (I will praise His word), in
God I have put my trust; I will not fear. What can
flesh do to me?”
While I know these particular verses by heart,
when I read Psalm 94:19 the other day, it really
had a significant, and revelatory effect on me. It
helped me to realize that even in the midst of a
fearful moment or season, God can and will
comfort my soul. It brought me tremendous relief
and peace. And since reading that particular verse,
I’ve not been afraid! Thank you, Lord!
When was the last time the Lord gave you the right
word at just the right time?
“Anxiety in the heart of man causes depression,
but a good word makes it glad.” Proverbs 12:25

† Pray It Up

N

otice the Red and White prayer request cards in the
pew? Each Sunday, fill out your request, put it in the
red bowl on the table on the way to communion. Then take a
card from the bowl either right then or after service. Pray for
that request for one week. How comforting to know that your
request is being prayed for and that you are praying for
someone else’s! You might just be praying for the person
sitting next to you! Or, if you’d prefer - please send your
request to St. Paul’s at prayingnow2@gmail.com!
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† Scholarly Speaking
What About Ashes?

N

ow that most of us have done whatever we are going to do about Ash
Wednesday for this year, it might be a good time to reflect on the history of
the day and its observance.
The use of ashes, often accompanied by sackcloth, as a sign of repentance is
widespread in Scripture (e.g. Job 42:6; Jeremiah 6:26; Jonah 3:6; and Matthew
11:21 among others) and seems to have been practiced by Gentiles as well as Jews. *
Early Christian writers including Tertullian (c. 160-220 AD) and Eusebius (260-340
AD) associate the practice with individual public penance, and by the fourth or fifth
century it seems to have become common for such penitents to time the practice to
coincide with Lent.† We find clear
references to this practice (though without
any specific mention of ashes) in the
Gregorian Sacramentary,‡ where it is linked
to the day we now call Ash Wednesday. By
1090 the general use of ashes apart from a
formal penance had become the universal
practice of the Western church (Eastern
Christians developed their Calendar
somewhat differently, and it never became a feature there). Our current practice of
marking a cross on the forehead with ashes, rather than pouring them over the
head, also seems to have arisen as part of this change.
In the Sixteenth century all the Reformed Churches seem to have abandoned
any ash ceremony as they began to develop new forms of worship. In England it
remained as long as the Latin services were in use, but when the English Prayer
Book appeared in 1549 the name Ash Wednesday remained, as did a major
penitential rite,§ but no provision for administering ashes was made, and the whole
ceremony seems to have vanished from Anglican (and other Reformed) usage for
some 300 years.
The reintroduction of the use of ashes was part of the 19th century AngloCatholic revival, but seems originally to have been limited to the Highest churches.
When I was growing up in Cincinnati I can only recall one church in the city, and as
far as I know in the whole diocese, which actually used ashes - though to be sure
this was a notably Low church area - and even when I
lived in areas with more Catholic-minded parishes they
were still usually the only ones where ashes would be
found.
It was only in 1970 with the publication and Trial
Use of drafts for what became the 1979 Prayer Book
that the Episcopal Church made any official provision
for the use of ashes,ς and it is at this time that I recall
seeing ashes more widely used among Episcopalians.
Prayer Book revision (sometimes in the form of adopting alternative services) has
been widespread in the Communion during this time frame, and has frequently
included provisions for the use of ashes on Ash Wednesday.
Even more recently other Reformed Churches have also rediscovered a valuable
symbolism in the use of ashes, and we find formal provisions for the practice in
several Lutheran bodies and among Presbyterians and Methodists as well. Other
churches, notably the Baptists, which do not use
o you have a question you
set liturgies as we do, are also starting to
would like answered by our advertise the imposition of ashes.
Scholar-in-Residence? Send your
An even more recent development, which I
ecclesiastical, liturgical, doctrinal,
first noticed a few years ago, is known as ‘Ashes
to go’ and involves the administration of ashes to
historical or other inquiries to:
all who wish them in various public venues such
Stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com.

D

(Continued on page 11)
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(Continued from page 10)

What about Ashes?

as railroad stations or even along the road. I admit to mixed feelings about this: On
the one hand it does bring the need for repentance and
forgiveness before the public; but on the other I really
wonder whether such a momentary encounter, out of
the context of Prayer and Scripture which has
traditionally given it meaning doesn’t at least risk falling
into the trap suggested by the Gospel of the Day:
"Beware of practicing your piety before others in order
to be seen by them; for then you have no reward from
your Father in heaven.”
Fr. Bill Loring, Scholar in Residence
* The passage from Jonah suggests this, and the practice is also
mentioned by Homer.
† Although the actual confession of sins was a private matter, major sins came to call for a period of public
penance, marked by wearing rough garments, and having ashes scattered over one’s head.
‡ A collection of prayers for the Celebrant at Mass, attributed to Pope Gregory the Great (c. 600 AD) through
our earliest copies date from about 800 AD. (Some internet articles claim that this sacramentary actually
refers to the day as dies cineres (Day of Ashes) but I could not find this in the edition available to me.)
§ This rite did retain one of the prayers used at the blessing of ashes, but took it out of that context.
ς Unofficial provisions had been around for some time but were usually strongly Anglo-Catholic in their
leanings; a few supplemental forms for Ash Wednesday and Holy Week with a less partisan flavor
appeared about 1960 but I do not recall their being widely used either.

"Consequently,
just as the result of
one trespass was
condemnation for all men, so also the result of one act of
______________ was justification that brings life for all men."
Romans 5:18 NIV
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† Start Spreading the Good News!
“Whoever is not with me is against me, and whoever does not gather with me scatters.”
Matthew 12:30
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† Art in the Christian
Tradition

Christ in the Wilderness
1872
Kramskoĭ, Ivan Nikolaevich, 1837-1887

T

he poet and cultural critic, Rainer
Maria Rilke, was profoundly
affected upon seeing Kramskoi's painting of
Christ in the Wilderness. The painting
portrayed a lonely Jesus sitting on a stone in
a desert, lost in melancholy meditation.
"Russian art does not become more narrow
with its growing nationalism," Rilke
concluded. On the contrary, "it may be in a
better position to express the higher human
universals if it completely abandons
everything foreign, accidental, and unRussian." Rilke's advocacy of Russian
nationalism has often been misinterpreted by
his critics. He was not proposing a return to
the confines of a cult or mindless ritual, but
he believed in art as a channel or a system of
canals for focusing generally unformed
national feelings and intuitions. To be authentic, Russian artistic images had to be
intimately linked with millions of individual Russian souls."

† Genesis

G

enesis is the first book of the
Bible. It begins with two
versions of the creation story, neither
of them intended to be scientific but
telling us why we are on earth. In
the story of Adam and Eve, it tells us
that we are responsible, under God,
for the care of all creation. It then
continues with the stories of the
patriarchs: Abraham (who enters into
a covenant (or treaty) with God),
Isaac, Jacob, and Joseph.
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Register today for the Spring Training & Gathering: April 1
Spring Training & Gathering is an
annual training day, held in the
spring, with dozens of workshops.
The 2017 Gathering will take place
Saturday, April 1 at Lincoln Middle
School, Meriden from 9:30 a.m. to
4:00 p.m.
Workshop categories include:
Christian Formation,
Communication, Connecting &
Collaborating, Essential Parish
Operations, Leadership, Passion
& Call, Pastoral Care, Social
Justice & Advocacy,
Stewardship, and Worship.
Please have a look at the 2017
Workshop Booklet containing
information about all of the workshops, and materials for vestries/leadership
teams. Lay leaders including whole vestries regularly attend.
The day is organized by Robin Hammeal-Urban, Canon for Mission Integrity &
Training, with administrator Deb Kenney. For questions contact Deb Kenney.
Learn more and register for Spring Training & Gathering here. Register by March
5 for a $15.00 registration fee, prices go up after March 5.

S

† Electronic Giving

aint Paul’s is pleased to announce the introduction of an electronic option for
making regular offerings. Contributions can now be debited automatically from
your checking/savings account or your credit/debit card. Our new electronic giving
program offers convenience for you and provides much needed donation consistency for our
congregation. There is no cost to you to use this system. Also there will be no changes if
you choose to still use your present method of giving.
The system is simple using the following steps on our
website. Sign on to the church website at
www.SaintPaulsBrookfield.com. Click on the blue “Give
Online” button at the top left of the home page. Click on
the “Create Profile” button to create your unique on line
profile. After you have created your profile, follow the
on line instructions to schedule your contribution. If you
have any questions, please contact Chuck Allen at 203775-6633 or treasurer@SaintPaulsBrookfield.com.
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F

or the last 26 years, the Community Coffeehouse has been a unique place to experience
some of the finest Christian singer/songwriters and bands. St. Pauls has been a supporter
for the last several years. Most concerts happen at the 7 Madison Ave. location in Danbury. The
beautiful chapel, built in the 1890’s, is a warm, intimate room that seats 150. Every seat is a
good one and each ticket gets the holder a concert, a meet & greet with the artist and a bountiful
table of refreshments.
From time-to-time, the Coffeehouse goes on the road to a larger venue. That is the case for
the Edge of Dawn Tour featuring Audrey Assad & Andrew Peterson. Walnut Hill Community
Church in Bethel will host the March 11, 7:00pm concert. For more on the Community Coffeehouse, go to www.CommunityCoffeehouse.org.
http://www.newreleasetoday.com/news_detail.php?newsid=2023
Chris Barrett
chris@communitycoffeehouse.org
203-770-8222
www.Community
Coffeehouse.org
Video: www.YouTube.com/
creatorarts

J

esus responds to Satan’s
first temptation to take
power unto himself (to be in
control, as it were) by making
bread from stones with the
words “One does not live by
bread alone, but by every word
that comes from the mouth of
God.” Does our own personal
need for
power affect
a loving and
strengthening
relationship
with our
Creator?

Which was the only tree
in the garden of Eden
that man was not allowed to eat from?
Genesis 2:16-17 NIV
15
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† This Sunday’s Readings
Overcoming Evil
Genesis 2:15-17; 3:1-7
rom the Hebrew Bible we hear the story of the creation of the first man and woman in
the Garden of Eden and their disobedience and consequent loss of innocence. Tempted
by the serpent, first the woman and then the man eat from the forbidden tree of knowledge of
good and evil. The story expresses the understanding that human beings are the crown of God’s
creation, and yet there is something tragically wrong with them. From later Christian
perspective, however, this transgression is seen as part of God’s greater plan for the maturity and
salvation of humanity. The free choice of disobedience and the learning of good and evil will,
through redemption, make possible a more profound relationship with God.

F

Matthew 4:1-11

Psalm 32
A psalm of thanksgiving for the forgiveness of sin.

In this passage Jesus begins

Romans 5:12-19
In this lesson Paul tells how the history of human sinfulness and death has
been transformed by the free gift of Jesus Christ. The act of disobedience of the
one person, Adam, began the reign of sin and death. This was later compounded
by the role of law which, by instructing people not to sin,
actually caused trespassing to abound. But now the
righteousness and obedience of the one man Jesus Christ
means acquittal and new life for all.

to demonstrate in words and
deeds that he is indeed worthy
of the high honor ascribed to
him by angels and voices from
Heaven - the Messiah, God's
Son, the Beloved.

Matthew 4:1-11
Our gospel is the story of the temptation of Jesus by the devil. After his
baptism Jesus is led into the wilderness and confronted with temptations
which are inescapable in his ministry. He might seek to show that he is
the Son of God by satisfying material needs or wielding miraculous
power. Or he could seek to control allegiance through the pomp and
might of a worldly kingship. But Jesus’ obedience is God’s way for him.

† Pick Up Your Copy Today!
Synthesis CE Study Guides for each weeks readings will
be available at the back of the church.

† Sermon Shorts

A

fter the Ecstasy, the Laundry. To replay all
our sermons, audio and videos follow this
link for The Sunday Sermons. Check out our
sermon archives as well.
17
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† Your Prayers Are Requested For…

t is such an intimate time when praying for the health and well being of others and
such a privilege. The people that we lift up to The Lord are part of our hearts for all
time. Please pray for…
.....Fr. George Hall and other parishioners
convalescing in extended care facilities.
.....St. Barnabas’, Greenwich; Christ Church, Guilford;
St. John’s, Guilford.
.....Revival at St. Paul’s and the greater Danbury area.
.....The Connecticut Episcopal Clergy Association
(ConnECA), clergy peer groups, and the Clergy
Family Assistance Program.
.....Brenda Darling, Ginny Beck, Jean Stauffer,
Clayton Ferry, Gary Stein, Ed Licence, Sue Balla, Rose Barrett, Lorraine Estok, Jim
Megura, Jay Lawrence, Alex, Teresa Stacchiotti, Roger Kovacs, Mary DeAnzeris;
Michele Sarver & Lee Rybos, continued healing. .....the safe return of Denise’s dog.
.....the people of China; the people of Canada; the Diocese of Manicaland - (Central Africa)
The Rt Revd Erick Ruwona ; and our sister and brother members of the Hutterites.
.....Christians in the Middle East facing persecution at the hands of ISIS forces. Pray also
for radical Muslims throughout the world to come to know Jesus Christ.
.....Michael for protection from mortar attacks in Somalia with the UN peacekeeping
service.
…..St. James’ Episcopal Church, Danbury and their Daily Bread Food Pantry, which is the
recipient of our food basket collections for the month of March.
.....Victory Christian
Center, Danbury, a
congregational partner of
the Jericho Partnership.
.....Drew Ross, healing of
major surgery for throat
cancer; and Joe, who is
undergoing treatment for
Lymphoma.
.....In times of conflict.
.....Mary Nigro, Bill
Nigro’s mother,
recovering from a broken
hip.

† This & That & Links

(Click on pictures or red links for more info)

Links We Like
Things That Make You Think
Back Issues of Sword Points
“Why Are We Here
Tonight?”
Watch Fr. Joe’s
Ash Wednesday evening
sermon to find out the answer.
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Just For Fun !

(And Christian Fellowship)

Editor’s Note: The
Sword Points staff
did not give up
laughing for Lent.
How about you?
See if you can watch
the video to the right
and not laugh!

Random Fact of the Week!

D

id you know ... that during the Emergency Alert System
misactivation of 2005, everyone in Connecticut was ordered to flee
the state, but the most common reaction was to change the channel?

† It Takes An Editorial Board
Contributors to this Weeks
Sword Points:

M

ary Allen, Chris Barrett, Ray Ferro,
Steve Hemming, Diane Loring, Bill
Loring, Dori McManus, Beth Miller, Nicole
O’Connors, Patrick
O’Connors, Mary
Perry, Ken Perry,
Kirsten Peterson,
Debbi Pomeroy,
Reyna Sampson,
John Sarver, Joe
Shepley, Tara
Shepley, David
Szen, Pam Szen,
John Tuthill, Don
Winkley and Gail
Winkley.
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