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† Our Present & Future Help

Almighty God, you know that we have no power in
ourselves to help ourselves: Keep us both outwardly in our
bodies and inwardly in our souls, that we may be defended
from all adversities which may happen to the body, and from all
evil thoughts which may assault and hurt the soul; through Jesus
Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, for ever and ever. Amen.
Dear Friends,

T

he above Collect, our prayer for the day, will be in our service this coming
third Sunday of Lent. While the old adage, "God helps those who help
themselves," has a popular ring to it, it actually is not the Gospel promise. Rather, it
is precisely because we cannot help ourselves that Christ came into the world to
"save sinners" (1 Timothy 1:15).
God does not wait for us to get our acts together, and then come alongside of us. God is
already with us as we are called by grace, in our greatest failings, and in our deepest
hopes, with a promise to raise us up on the last day (John 6:40). God is our present, and
future, help in times of trouble.
May God bless us and keep us, now, and forever, as we put our trust in our "great God and
Savior, Jesus Christ" (Titus 2:13).
Faithfully,

† Run, Swim, Fly: Just Go Back to Jesus!

by John Tuthhill

The kind of sorrow God wants makes people decide to change their lives. This leads them
to salvation, and we cannot be sorry for that. But the kind of sorrow the world has will bring
death.
- 2 Corinthians 7:10 Easy-to-Read Version

H

ere's quite a curious phrase that occurs only once in all of the Bible: “godly
sorrow” (see 2 Corinthians 7:10–11). In other translations, it is called “godly
grief,” or a certain sadness experienced because of the sins we have
done.
The Apostle Paul wrote of it to the Corinthians, saying that
although he was sorry to have to hurt their feelings in his previous
letter, he rejoiced that his letter brought them this "godly sorrow"
which resulted in their repentance leading them to salvation (see 2
Corinthians 7:8–9).
The Apostle Peter experienced "godly sorrow" at the time of
Jesus’ trials - he denied even knowing Jesus, cursing and swearing
that he did not "even know the Man." But when the rooster crowed,
Peter recalled Jesus saying he would
do this very thing and he went out
and "wept bitterly" (see
Matthew 26:74–75). And,
Jesus later restored Peter
fully in John 21:15-25.
James wrote, “Wash
your hands, you sinners,
and purify your hearts, you double-minded.
Grieve, mourn and wail. Change your laughter to
mourning and your joy to gloom” (James 4:8–9).
And David, “a man after God’s own heart” (see Acts
13:22) showed his godly sorrow in many of his psalms,
famously in Psalm 51. Even Paul showed his sorrow from
his battles with sin: “What a wretched man I am! Who
will rescue me from this body of death?” But then Paul
writes his own answer: “Thanks be to God! - through Jesus
Christ our Lord!” (Romans 7:24–25).
As we look at Jesus who was pierced for our sins, we too
can run back to the Lord (or, if you prefer, swim! Peter
did in John 21:7!).
- Thanks be to God!
What was the name of the town where
Jesus met a
Samaritan
woman
and
asked
her for
a drink
of water?
a) Sychar
b) Arimathea
c) Bethel
John 4:3-7 NIV
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† In the Beginning Was the Word

ach Sunday at 9:30, the Rector's Forum
continues with the Gospel of John. The last
of the four Gospels to be written, it emphasizes
Jesus' full divinity within a deeply theological
framework while being accessible to all.
Please join us in the Guild Room for this exciting
Bible study, and expect to be transformed by the

COFFEE HOUR HOSTS
Mar 19th
Mar 26th
Apr 2nd

8 am - Melody’s
8 am - Allen’s
8 am - Lori O’Hara

10:30 am - Sandy Chadwick
10:30 am - Amy Boyce
10:30 am - Beth Beck

Hebrews 13:2 - Do not neglect to show
hospitality to strangers, for thereby some
have entertained angels unawares.
† This Week at St. Paul’s
Thu, Mar 16 Sat, Mar 18

-

5:45 pm
7:30 pm
7:30 pm
7:30 am
7:30 am
9:00 am

-

Boot Camp, Crocker Hall
Healing Team, Guild Room
Music Night, Sanctuary
Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Crocker Hall
John 21:12 Group, Theo’s Diner, New Milford
Vestry Retreat, Hope & Healing, Sandy Hook

8:00 am
9:30 am
10:30 am
10:30 am

-

Traditional Holy Communion (LiveStream)
Rector’s Forum, Guild Room
Sunday School
Contemporary Holy Communion (LiveStream)

7:00 pm
9:15 am
5:45 pm
7:15 pm
10:00 am
6:30 pm
5:45 pm
7:30 pm
7:30 am
7:30 am
10:00 am
11:00 am

-

Stephen Ministry, Guild Room
Ladies Bible Study, Guild Room
Boot Camp, Crocker Hall
Boy Scouts, Crocker Hall
Holy Communion & Healing
Lenten Series, Crocker Hall
Boot Camp, Crocker Hall
Music Night, Sanctuary
Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Crocker Hall
John 21:12 Group, Theo’s Diner, New Milford
PraiseMoves, Crocker Hall
St. Paul’s Quilters, Crocker Hall

8:00 am
9:30 am
10:30 am
10:30 am
1:30 pm

-

Third Sunday in Lent

Sun, Mar 19 -

Mon, Mar 20 Tue, Mar 21 Wed, Mar 22 Thu, Mar 23 Sat, Mar 25

-

Click Below to

St. Joseph

Fourth Sunday in Lent

Sun, Mar 26 -

Traditional Holy Communion (LiveStream)
Rector’s Forum, Guild Room
Sunday School
Contemporary Holy Communion (LiveStream)
Youth Group to Sky Zone & Peachwave

Click Below to
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† Lenten Series Examines the Evidence
Strengthen Your Faith for Sharing the "Good News" With Others!

T

his year's Lenten series is a course called, "Cold Case Christianity," based on the
book by a former homicide detective and atheist-turned-believer. We are learning
what he discovered about the Christian faith and
how we can share our faith with confidence based
on hard evidence.
Approximately forty people have joined us for
our opening sessions.
We begin each
Wednesday evening,
starting 6:30 pm
with our soup supper,
and then the program
will follow.
Here is one way
we can put our
common call to
evangelism in action,
as God continues
"equipping the saints
for ministry."
(Ephesians 4:12).

K

† Happy Birthday to You!

athy Brown & Marie Williams celebrate today! Friday
is the big day for Laurie DoBosh. Bake a cake for
Kenneth Brown & Sandy Chaleski on Saturday. Throw a
party for Charles Connors & Rachel Melody on Sunday.
Clayton Ferry & Marion Franklin will be blowing out
candles on Monday. Ralph Franklin will be opening presents
on Tuesday. Have a blessed day everyone!

“God is not tied to place, and those who truly worship God must worship him as he
truly is, without regard to
place.” How many of us feel
that we can only truly
worship God in that space we
call “our Church”? We know
this to be questionable and
yet it seems so difficult for
many to actually put this into
practice. A faithful Christian
is one who realizes that God
is not tied to a single building
on Sunday morning, no
matter how beautiful or
nostalgic it may be.
4

† Bringing God’s Comfort to Others

by Steve Hemming

“Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of mercies and
God of all comfort, who comforts us in all our tribulation, that we may be able to comfort
those who are in any trouble, with the comfort with which we ourselves are comforted by
God.”
2 Corinthians 1:3-4

S

ince the beginning of the year, six close friends of mine have lost loved ones. When
bereavement occurs in the lives of those we love, we may not initially know what to
say or do. But we can be confident, knowing that our Heavenly Father will enable us to
comfort others with the same comfort He has given us.
There are two primary ways we can approach others with God’s comfort; through prayer
and presence. We can lift up our loved ones to the Lord in
prayer, that He will bring them His love, comfort, peace,
strength, and provision for all they may need. James 5:16
encourages us to pray for others, that they may be healed.
And we are assured that through our earnest prayers, God
will accomplish much on behalf of those who are grieving.
As we seek the Lord, He will guide us how to tangibly
help those who have suffered great loss. We need not fret
about what to say, for ultimately, it will be our presence in
their midst that will be remembered and matter most.
Speaking from my own experience, I cannot remember a
single word spoken to me when both my parents passed
away, but I can recall all those who spent time with me
when I was in mourning. Surely, their company brought me great solace.
May we strive to emulate the “friend who sticks closer than a brother” who is mentioned
in Proverbs 18:24, when it comes to spending time with our loved ones who are grieving. It
is especially important to continue to lovingly reach
out to them beyond the standard memorial services
and burials, for it is during the season that ensues after
the funeral, that is often the most difficult, when the
harsh reality sinks in that their precious one who
passed away is not coming back. Frequent visits,
calls, cards, emails, and the like, can serve to let our
loved ones know they are continually on our hearts
and in our prayers.
While it is our Lord who brings His comfort to all
who mourn (Isaiah 61:2), He can certainly use us as
vessels to console those who are grieving. Has God
placed someone you know who’s mourning on your
heart? Reach out and comfort them with His love.
“Blessed are those who mourn, for they shall be
comforted,” Jesus reassures us in Matthew 5:4

† Pray It Up

N

otice the Red and White prayer request cards in the
pew? Each Sunday, fill out your request, put it in the
red bowl on the table on the way to communion. Then take a
card from the bowl either right then or after service. Pray for
that request for one week. How comforting to know that your
request is being prayed for and that you are praying for
someone else’s! You might just be praying for the person
sitting next to you! Or, if you’d prefer - please send your
request to St. Paul’s at prayingnow2@gmail.com!
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† Transforming Saints of God
Friday, March 17th

Patrick

Bishop and Missionary of Ireland, 461

P

atrick was born into a Christian family somewhere on the northwest coast of Britain
in about 390. His grandfather had been a Christian priest and his father, Calpornius,
a deacon. Calpornius was an important official in the late Roman imperial government of
Britain.
It was not unusual in this post-Constantinian period for
such state officials to be in holy orders. When Patrick was
about sixteen, he was captured by a band of Irish slaveraiders. He was carried off to Ireland and forced to serve as a
shepherd. When he was about twenty-one, he escaped and
returned to Britain, where he was educated as a Christian. He
tells us that he took holy orders as both presbyter and bishop,
although no particular see is known as his at this time. A
vision then called him to return to Ireland. This he did about
the year 431.
Tradition holds that Patrick landed not far from the place
of his earlier captivity, near what is
now known as Downpatrick (a
“down” or “dun” is a fortified hill, the
stronghold of a local Irish king). He then began a remarkable process
of missionary conversion throughout the country that continued until
his death, probably in 461. He made his appeal to the local
kings and through them to their tribes. Christianizing the old
pagan religion as he went, Patrick erected Christian churches
over sites already regarded as sacred, had crosses carved on old
druidic pillars, and put sacred wells and springs under the
protection of Christian saints.
Many legends of Patrick’s Irish missionary travels possess
substrata of truth, especially those telling of his conversion of the three major
Irish High
Kings. At Armagh, he is said to have established his principal church. To this day, Armagh
is regarded as the primatial see of all Ireland.
Two works are attributed to Patrick: an autobiographical Confession, in which he tells
us, among other things, that he was criticized by his contemporaries for lack of learning, and
a Letter to Coroticus, a British chieftain. The Lorica or St. Patrick’s Breastplate (“I bind
unto myself today”) is probably not his, but it expresses his faith and zeal.
When his disciples urged Jesus
to eat something he said he
had food they did not know of.
What did he say his "food"
was?
John 4:34 NIV

Did you miss last
week’s Children’s
sermon? Click
here to watch it.

† Transforming Stewardship
“Everyone who drinks this water will be thirsty again.”

J

John 14:3

esus reminds us that material things, even something as basic as
water, can never satisfy us for long. When
we build our lives around material possessions we
always want more. True Joy and Peace only comes
when we follow Jesus; when we become more “God
-centered” and less “self-centered.”
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† This Date on the Church Calendar
Monday, March 20th

St. Joseph

I

n the face of circumstances that
distressed even a man of such
tenderness and obedience to God as
Joseph, he accepted the vocation of
protecting Mary and being a father to
Jesus. He is honored in Christian
tradition for the nurturing care and
protection he provided for the infant Jesus
and his mother in taking them to Egypt to
escape Herod’s slaughter of the
innocents, and in rearing him as a faithful
Jew at Nazareth. The Gospel according
to Matthew pictures Joseph as a man of
deep devotion, open to mystical
experiences, and as a man of compassion,
who accepted his God-given responsibility with gentleness and humility.
Joseph was a pious Jew, a descendant of David, and a carpenter by trade. As Joseph the
Carpenter, he is considered the patron saint of the working man, one who not only worked
with his hands, but taught his trade to Jesus. The little that is told of him is a testimony to
the trust in God which values simple everyday duties, and gives an example of a loving
husband and father.

"Not only so, but
we also rejoice in
our sufferings,
because we know that suffering produces perseverance; perseverance,
character; and character, _____."
Romans 5:3-4 NIV

7

8

A

s part of our outreach, St. Paul’s donates gift cards and nonperishable items to six area food pantries. The non-perishable
items are provided by our generous congregation and are truly
appreciated. Donations for the food pantry can be left in the basket at the
back of the church. Delivery is made to one food pantry each month.
Thank you.

† Choir Practice for Sword Points Readers
(click on the red links below to begin your personal practice)

Opening Hymn
Gospel Response
Offertory
Closing Hymn

Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing
I Heard the Voice of Jesus Say Hymn Tune: Kingsfold
O Jesus, Joy of Loving Hearts Hymn Tune: Mendon
Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah

9

† Start Spreading the Good News!

F

or by grace you have been saved through faith. And
this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God, not
a result of works, so that no one may boast.
Ephesians 2:8-9
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† Art in the Christian Tradition

Jesus and the Samaritan Woman at the Well, c.1420
Gold leaf, paint, and etching on glass
The Metropolitan Museum of Art

T

his early example of
reverse glass painting
may have been one of a series
with scenes from the life of
Jesus. The subject is a rarely
depicted episode from the
Gospel of John in which Jesus
converses with a woman from
Samaria. Their encounter was
unexpected since, as Saint John
said, “Jews do not associate with
Samaritans.” As a result of their
conversation, the woman became
convinced that Jesus was the
Messiah. The glass panel,
originally from an altar or pulpit,
of possible Southwest German
origin, was part of a series
depicting the life of Christ.

† John

O

ur Gospel reading this week is from John, the fourth gospel.
Its author makes no attempt to give a chronological account
of the life of Jesus (which the other gospels do, to a degree), but
rather "...these things are written so that you may come to believe
that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that through
believing you may have life in his name." John includes what he
calls signs, stories of miracles, to help in this process.

W

hich of the following Hebrew words means
"testing?"
a) Massah b) Meribah c) Manna

Exodus 17:7 NIV

W

ater is essential for
human physical survival,
but Jesus says the water He gives
provides an even longer-lasting
gift … eternal life. This promise
gives new meaning to the water of
baptism and the phrase “marked as
Christ’s own forever.” How does
our “mark” influence the way we
live from day to day? Do our
habits strengthen our life in
Christ?
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Register today for the Spring Training & Gathering: April 1
Spring Training & Gathering is an
annual training day, held in the
spring, with dozens of workshops.
The 2017 Gathering will take place
Saturday, April 1 at Lincoln Middle
School, Meriden from 9:30 a.m. to
4:00 p.m.
Workshop categories include:
Christian Formation,
Communication, Connecting &
Collaborating, Essential Parish
Operations, Leadership, Passion
& Call, Pastoral Care, Social
Justice & Advocacy,
Stewardship, and Worship.
Please have a look at the 2017
Workshop Booklet containing
information about all of the workshops, and materials for vestries/leadership
teams. Lay leaders including whole vestries regularly attend.
The day is organized by Robin Hammeal-Urban, Canon for Mission Integrity &
Training, with administrator Deb Kenney. For questions contact Deb Kenney.
Learn more and register for Spring Training & Gathering here. Register by March
5 for a $15.00 registration fee, prices go up after March 5.

S

† Electronic Giving

aint Paul’s is pleased to announce the introduction of an electronic option for
making regular offerings. Contributions can now be debited automatically from
your checking/savings account or your credit/debit card. Our new electronic giving
program offers convenience for you and provides much needed donation consistency for our
congregation. There is no cost to you to use this system. Also there will be no changes if
you choose to still use your present method of giving.
The system is simple using the following steps on our
website. Sign on to the church website at
www.SaintPaulsBrookfield.com. Click on the blue “Give
Online” button at the top left of the home page. Click on
the “Create Profile” button to create your unique on line
profile. After you have created your profile, follow the
on line instructions to schedule your contribution. If you
have any questions, please contact Chuck Allen at 203775-6633 or treasurer@SaintPaulsBrookfield.com.
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† This Sunday’s Readings
In Spirit and In Truth
Exodus 17:1-7
n our Hebrew Bible story the people are at the point of rebellion because they are without
water in the wilderness. Moses decries their readiness to challenge the Lord through their
lack of trust, and he asks God what is to be done. The Lord instructs Moses to strike a rock with
his staff so that it will pour water from it. This place he names Massah (meaning Challenge) and
Meribah (meaning Dispute).
Psalm 95
A call to worship the Lord our God, with a warning not to put God to the test.
Romans 5:1-11
In this lection we hear how Paul bids disciples to rejoice in the reconciliation
John 4:5-42
and hope which are theirs because of the sacrifice of Christ on behalf of sinners.
Through faith we have justification; we are given a right relationship with God.
A good title for the gospel
Now even our sufferings can lead to endurance, and this to a perseverance which
strengthens our hope. Since God was willing to show such story this week would be, "The
a love while we were still God’s enemies because of sin,
Other Good Samaritan."
how much more we are assured that we are to be saved.
John 4:5-42
The unnamed woman who
Our gospel tells the story of Jesus’ meeting with the
grows from a shunned outsider
Samaritan woman by Jacob’s well. The narrative is rich
to an evangelist.
with themes. Jesus is willing to break with custom in order
to talk with one who is both a woman and a foreigner.
True worship of God is tied to no particular place. He
himself offers living water which wells up to eternal life. The woman
learns that Jesus is the expected Messiah, and later others from the town
come to believe that he is the world’s Savior. During an interval in the
story, Jesus speaks with his disciples concerning his true food and drink,
and tells them that the time of harvesting for eternal life is at hand.

I

† Pick Up Your Copy Today!
Synthesis CE Study Guides for each weeks readings will
be available at the back of the church.

† Sermon Shorts

A

Singular Moment & A Gradual Awakening: A
Rector's Testimony. To replay all our sermons,
audio and videos follow this link for The Sunday
Sermons. Check out our sermon archives as well.
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† Your Prayers Are Requested For…

t is such an intimate time when praying for the health and well being of others and
such a privilege. The people that we lift up to The Lord are part of our hearts for all
time. Please pray for…
.....Fr. George Hall and other parishioners
convalescing in extended care facilities.
.....Grace Church, Hartford; St. Martin’s, Hartford; St.
Monica’s, Hartford.
.....Revival at St. Paul’s and the greater Danbury area.
.....ECCT common life and common resources; ECCT
Program & Budget Committee.
.....Brenda Darling, Ginny Beck, Jean Stauffer,
Clayton Ferry, Gary Stein, Ed Licence, Sue Balla,
Rose Barrett, Lorraine Estok, Jim Megura, Jay Lawrence, Alex, Teresa Stacchiotti,
Roger Kovacs, Mary DeAnzeris; Michele Sarver & Lee Rybos, continued healing.
.....the safe return of Denise’s dog.
.....the people of Djibouti; the people of the Republic of Cuba; the Diocese of Matlosane
(formerly Klerksdorp) - (Southern Africa) The Rt Revd Stephen Diseko; and our sister and
brother members of the Revival Centres International.
.....Christians in the Middle East facing persecution at the hands of ISIS forces. Pray also
for radical Muslims throughout the world to
come to know Jesus Christ.
Easter Memorials
.....Michael for protection from mortar
There are envelopes on the back table for anyone
attacks in Somalia with the UN peacekeeping
service.
wishing to have flowers decorating the church on
…..St. James’ Episcopal Church, Danbury
Easter Sunday in memory of loved ones and friends.
and their Daily Bread Food Pantry, which is
All memorials are due by Sunday, April 9. If you
the recipient of our food basket collections
have any questions, please contact Gail Winkley, at
for the month of March.
.....French Speaking Baptist Church,
203-775-3343 or gailwinkley@yahoo.com.
Danbury, a congregational partner of the
Jericho Partnership.
.....Drew Ross, healing of major surgery for throat cancer; and Joe, who is undergoing
treatment for Lymphoma.
.....The Unemployed.
.....Mary Nigro, Bill Nigro’s mother, recovering from a broken hip.
.....Rose Barrett, speedy recovery to her wrist from a recent fall.

† This & That & Links

(Click on pictures or red links for more info)

Links We Like
Things That Make
You Think
Back Issues of Sword
Points
How far back in time
could you go and
still understand
English?
If you had a time
machine, how far back
could you go and still
understand English? .
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Just For Fun !

(And Christian Fellowship)

Random Fact of the Week!

D

id you know ... that the
lightning rod fashion
(lightning rod umbrella
shown) was a fad in 18thcentury Europe?

ir
It’s look like S
Camelot &
Ladylot are
being well taken
care of.

† It Takes An Editorial Board
Contributors to this Weeks
Sword Points:

M

ary Allen, Chris Barrett, Ray Ferro,
Steve Hemming, Diane Loring, Bill
Loring, Dori McManus, Beth Miller, Nicole
O’Connors, Patrick
O’Connors, Mary
Perry, Ken Perry,
Kirsten Peterson,
Debbi Pomeroy,
Reyna Sampson,
John Sarver, Joe
Shepley, Tara
Shepley, David
Szen, Pam Szen,
John Tuthill, Don
Winkley and Gail
Winkley.
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