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† Prayerful ACTS
Pray without ceasing.
1 Thessalonians 5:17

Dear Friends,

T

here are many ways we pray.
To pray without ceasing, it may
be helpful to consider prayer as an
acronym: ACTS.
A - Adoration
C - Confession
T - Thanksgiving
S - Supplication
These four components of prayer
addressing different facets of our
spiritual lives constitute a simple
and straightforward way to
communicate with God at all times,
and in all places. As Anglican
priest and poet George Herbert put
it so well in his hymn, King of
Glory, King of Peace, "Seven whole
days, not one in seven, I will praise
thee." May this season of Lent be a
time of ceaseless prayer, with God
as our help.
Faithfully,

(203) 775-9587

† Testamints & Soul Food

E

by John Tuthhill

ating is such an enjoyable focus and a necessity in daily life here - but will there be
food? - will we eat...in Heaven? Although my study Bible remains stubbornly silent
as to any detailed answers for these curious questions (Alas- not even one lousy "synonym
pun" is to be found in there for this article!) the Bible does serve up a few hints for
consideration;
For example, our Lord Jesus Himself
celebrated Passover with His closest
disciples shortly before His sacrifice.
As He did this, Jesus seemed to
allude to eating / drinking in
heaven when He said; "I assure
you: I will no longer drink of the
fruit of the vine until that day when I
drink it in a new way in the kingdom
of God” (Mark 14:25, Holman
Christian Standard Translation). Maybe
we, in our glorified/resurrected bodies, will eat and
drink?
John the Apostle was shown “a pure river of water of life, clear as crystal, proceeding
from the throne of God and of the Lamb. In the middle of its street, and on either side of the
river, was the tree of life, which bore twelve fruits, each tree yielding its fruit every month.
The leaves of the tree were for the healing of the nations. And there shall be no more
curse…” (Revelation 22:1-3).
Does this seem to say we be
eating, then, from the fruit of the
tree of life? Stay Tuned!
What will be on a heavenly
menu, if there will be one?
Today, we “know only in part” (1
cor. 13:5). But what we do know
is that the joy of being forever
with our Savior and Lord (who is
the "Bread of Life" (John 6:35)
will be more than we can imagine.
We can only know now that we
will be given the grace and the amazing privilege to
actually be like Him. And everyone who has this hope in
Him purifies himself, even as He is pure” (1 John 3:2-3).
- Thanks be to God!

When Samuel
went to anoint
David as king, he
took with him:
a) a ram
b) a heifer
c) a sheep
1 Samuel 16:2
NIV
2
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† In the Beginning Was the Word

ach Sunday at 9:30, the Rector's Forum
continues with the Gospel of John. The last
of the four Gospels to be written, it emphasizes
Jesus' full divinity within a deeply theological
framework while being accessible to all.
Please join us in the Guild Room for this exciting
Bible study, and expect to be transformed by the

COFFEE HOUR HOSTS
Mar 26th
Apr 2nd
Apr 9th

8 am - Allen’s
8 am - Lori O’Hara
8 am - Polly Sorrentino

10:30 am - Amy Boyce
10:30 am - Beth Beck
10:30 am - Dot Crocker

Hebrews 13:2 - Do not neglect to show
hospitality to strangers, for thereby some
have entertained angels unawares.
The Saturday morning PraiseMoves class has
a new starting time beginning this week.

† This Week at St. Paul’s
Thu, Mar 23 Sat, Mar 25

-

5:45 pm
7:30 pm
7:30 am
7:30 am
9:30 am
11:00 am

-

8:00 am
9:30 am
10:30 am
10:30 am
1:30 pm
9:15 am
5:45 pm
7:15 pm
10:00 am
6:30 pm
5:45 pm
7:30 pm
7:30 am
7:30 am
10:00 am

-

Traditional Holy Communion (LiveStream)
Rector’s Forum, Guild Room
Sunday School
Contemporary Holy Communion (LiveStream)
Youth Group to Sky Zone & Peachwave
Ladies Bible Study, Guild Room
Boot Camp, Crocker Hall
Boy Scouts, Crocker Hall
Holy Communion & Healing
Lenten Series, Crocker Hall
Boot Camp, Crocker Hall
Music Night, Sanctuary
Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Crocker Hall
John 21:12 Group, Theo’s Diner, New Milford
PraiseMoves, Crocker Hall

8:00 am
9:30 am
10:30 am
10:30 am

-

Traditional Holy Communion (LiveStream)
Rector’s Forum, Guild Room
Sunday School
Contemporary Holy Communion (LiveStream)

Fourth Sunday in Lent

Sun, Mar 26 -

Tue, Mar 28 Wed, Mar 29 Thu, Mar 30 Sat, Apr 1

-

Boot Camp, Crocker Hall
Music Night, Sanctuary
Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Crocker Hall
John 21:12 Group, Theo’s Diner, New Milford
PraiseMoves, Crocker Hall
St. Paul’s Quilters, Crocker Hall

Fifth Sunday in Lent

Sun, Apr 2 -

Click Below to

Click Below to
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† Lenten Series Examines the Evidence
Strengthen Your Faith for Sharing the "Good News" With Others!

T

his year's Lenten series is a course called, "Cold Case Christianity," based on the
book by a former homicide detective and atheist-turned-believer. We are learning
what he discovered about the Christian faith and
how we can share our faith with confidence based
on hard evidence.
Approximately forty people have joined us for
our opening sessions.
We begin each
Wednesday evening,
starting 6:30 pm
with our soup supper,
and then the program
will follow.
Here is one way
we can put our
common call to
evangelism in action,
as God continues
"equipping the saints
for ministry."
(Ephesians 4:12).

M

† Happy Birthday to You!

ary Perry celebrates Saturday! Monday is the big day for Kathleen
McKenna. Throw a party on Tuesday for Susan Yurcisin. Bake a
cake on Wednesday for Douglas Brown. Have a blessed day everyone!

H

e answered them, “I have told you already, and you would not listen.
Why do you want to hear it again? Do you also want to become his
disciples?”

T

4

† I See … A Pharisee?
he Pharisees (those “in the know”) seem to think they’ve got all the right answers.
The blind beggar (who has been “on the sidelines”) seems to recognize who Jesus
really is, and
what he’s
about. What
kinds of
implications are
there in the
story for those
of us who
consider
ourselves to be
faithful
disciples.

† Planning For the Challenge Ahead

by Steve Hemming

“Commit your way to the Lord, trust also in Him, and He shall
bring it to pass.”
Psalm 37:5

N

ow that the final term at WPI started, I’ve “officially” entered my busiest
season of the year, which will culminate with commencement in mid-May. Is
there a significant challenge lying straight ahead for you? As the scripture above tells us, if
we desire to succeed in our endeavors, we need to commit our plans to the Lord.
Where do we start? The answer is obvious; “But seek first the kingdom of God and His
righteousness, and all these things shall be added to you” (Matthew 6:33). And with regards
to this, we would be wise to be like our Lord Jesus and seek our Father in prayer upon
arising, every day (Mark 1:35, Luke 4:42).
As we entrust the Lord with our plan, He will guide our steps; “Trust in the Lord with all
your heart, and lean not on your own understanding; in all your ways acknowledge Him,
and He shall direct your paths” (Proverbs 3:5-6). And when we place our hope and trust in
the Lord, not only will we be blessed, but He will enable us to bear fruit even in the midst of
any trials we may encounter along the way (Jeremiah 17:7-8).
In addition to placing our trust in the Lord; if we are to flourish, we need to walk by
faith, and not by sight (2 Corinthians 5:7), believing that we will gain our victory before we
actually attain it. As we build up our most holy faith (Jude 1:20), it will fuel our hope,
believing that we will achieve our objective even when we don’t have any visible evidence
(Hebrews 11:1).
The fulfillment of a plan or purpose often takes time, which in the Epistles, the Apostle
Paul likens to that of running a race, where we will eventually cross the finish line. He
urges us to run our “race” in such a way that we will win (1 Corinthians 9:24). If we are to
obtain the prize, we are not to look behind us, but rather reach forward and continually press
towards the goal (Philippians 3:13-14). And as we fix our eyes on Jesus, who is the author
and finisher of our faith, we will be able to run with endurance the race that is set before us
(Hebrews 12:1-2).
As we proceed along the path that leads to victory, it is important that we continually
express an attitude of gratitude, for it is God’s will for us to give thanks in everything (1
Thessalonians 5:18). For whatever we do in word or deed, we are called to do all in the
name of the Lord Jesus Christ, giving thanks to God the Father through Him (Colossians
3:17).
As we commit our plans to the Lord in prayer, by faith, and with thanksgiving, He will
enable us to press
through to
victory, for it is
God who will
always lead us in
triumph, in
Christ Jesus. (2
Corinthians
2:14).

† Pray It Up

N

otice the Red and White prayer request cards in the
pew? Each Sunday, fill out your request, put it in the
red bowl on the table on the way to communion. Then take a
card from the bowl either right then or after service. Pray for
that request for one week. How comforting to know that your
request is being prayed for and that you are praying for
someone else’s! You might just be praying for the person
sitting next to you! Or, if you’d prefer - please send your
request to St. Paul’s at prayingnow2@gmail.com!
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† Transforming Saints of God
Thursday, March 23rd

Gregory the Illuminator

Bishop and Missionary of Armenia, c. 332

A

rmenia was the first nation-state to become officially
Christian, and this set a precedent for the adoption of
Christianity by the Emperor Constantine. As a buffer state
between the more powerful empires of Rome and Persia,
Armenia endured many shifts of policy, as first one and then the
other empire took it “under protection.”
The accounts of Gregory, known as the Illuminator and as
Apostle of the Armenians, are a mixture of legend and fact. He
was born about 257. After his father assassinated the Persian
King Chosroes I, the infant boy was rescued and taken to
Caesarea in Cappadocia, where he was brought up as a
Christian. He married a woman named Mary, who bore him
two sons. About 280, he returned to Armenia, and succeeded,
after experiencing various fortunes of honor and imprisonment,
in converting King Tiridates to his faith. With the help of the
King the country was Christianized, and paganism was rooted
out. About 300, Gregory was ordained a bishop at Caesarea.
He established his cathedral at Valarshapat, with his center of
work nearby at Echmiadzin, now in Armenia, and still the spiritual center of Armenian
Christianity.
There is no record that Gregory attended the First Ecumenical Council at Nicaea in 325,
but a tradition records that he sent in his stead his younger son Aristages, whom he ordained
as his successor. His last years were spent in solitude, and he died about 332.

A

s part of our outreach, St. Paul’s donates gift cards and
non-perishable items to six area food pantries. The nonperishable items are provided by our generous congregation and
are truly appreciated. Donations for the food pantry can be left in
the basket at the back of the church. Delivery is made to one food
pantry each month. Thank you.

† Choir Practice for Sword Points Readers
(click on the red links below to begin your personal practice)

Opening Hymn
Gospel Response
Offertory
Closing Hymn

I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light
O For a Thousand Tongues to Sing
Amazing Grace! How Sweet the Sound
The King of Love My Shepherd Is

† Transforming Stewardship
“Not as man sees does God see, because man sees the appearance but the
Lord looks into the heart.”
1 Samuel 16:7

H

ow often do we invest our time, talent and treasure in creating an
appearance that does not matter at all to God? We strive to impress
with our clothing, home, career, possessions, car and other marks of distinction.
But none of these illusions of greatness will impress God. Instead, He will look
into our hearts to see how much we loved Him, how much we loved others and how
we showed that love by the way we used our time, talents and treasure here on earth.
6

† This Date on the Church Calendar
Saturday, March 25th

The Annunciation of Our Lord Jesus Christ to the Blessed Virgin Mary

I

n the first chapter of Luke we read how the angel Gabriel announced to Mary that she
had been chosen to be the mother of the Christ, and how Mary answered, "Here I am,
the handmaid of the Lord. Let it be to me as you have said." It is reasonable to suppose that
Our Lord was conceived immediately after this. Accordingly, since we celebrate His birth
on December 25th, we celebrate the Annunciation nine months earlier, on March 25th.
For many centuries most European countries took March 25, not January 1, as the day
when the number of the year changed, so that March 24, 1201 was followed by March 25,
1202 (and to think we struggle with Daylight Saving Time!). If you had asked a Christian
of that time why the calendar year changed so awkwardly partway through a month, he
would have answered: "Today we begin a new year of the
Christian era, the era which began X years ago today
when God was made man, when He took upon Himself a
fleshly body and human nature in the womb of the
Virgin."
The following paragraph is from Chapter 14 of the
book MIRACLES, by C S Lewis.
...one of those features of the Christian story which is
repulsive to the modern mind. To be quite frank, we do
not at all like the idea of a "chosen people." Democrats
by birth and education, we should prefer to think that all
nations and individuals start level in the search for God,
or even that all religions are equally true. It must be
admitted at once that Christianity makes no concessions
to this point of view. It does not tell of a human search
for God at all, but of something done by God for, to, and
about Man. And the way in which it is done is selective,
undemocratic, to the highest degree. After the knowledge
of God had been universally lost or obscured, one man
from the whole earth (Abraham) is picked out. He is
separated (miserably enough, we may suppose) from his
natural surroundings, sent into a strange country, and
made the ancestor of a nation who are to carry the
knowledge of the true God. Within this nation there is further selection: some die in the
desert, some remain behind in Babylon. There is further selection still. The process grows
narrower and narrower, sharpens at last into one small bright point like the head of a spear.
It is a Jewish girl at her prayers. All humanity (so far as concerns its redemption) has
narrowed to that.
The following quotation is from Martin Luther's sermon "On the MAGNIFICAT" (the
Song of Mary, Luke 1:46-55).
"For He that is mighty hath done great things for me, and Holy is His Name." (Luke
1:49)
The "great things" are nothing less than that she became the Mother of God, in which
work so many and such great good things are bestowed upon her as pass man's
understanding. For on this there follows all honor, all blessedness, and her unique place in
the whole of mankind, among whom she has no equal, namely, that she had a child by the
Father in Heaven, and such a child.
She herself is unable to find a name for this work, it is too exceedingly great; all she can
do is break out in the fervent cry: "They are great things," impossible to describe or define.
Hence men have crowded all her glory into a single word, calling her the Mother of God.
No one can say anything greater of her or to her, though he had as many tongues as there
are leaves on the trees, or grass in the fields, or stars in the sky, or sand by the sea. It needs
to be pondered in the heart, what it means to be the Mother of God.
Luther's Works, Vol. 21, p. 326, ed. Jaroslav Pelikan, Concordia Publishing House,
1956.
by James Kiefer
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† Scholarly Speaking
Jacob’s Well

W

hile preparing to preach on last Sunday’s Gospel, and considering some
recent reading in the process, I came to the conclusion that in the seventy
or so years since I had first read this passage, I had simply gotten a good bit of it
wrong.
Many commentators raise the issue that Jesus was defying custom by speaking
in public to one who was both a woman and a Samaritan. In fact, the text itself
comments on this; the woman asks why he would
speak to a Samaritan, and later when the disciples
return we learn that they are surprised that he is
speaking to a woman, though they refrain from
saying anything. What struck me this time,
however, is that there is a Biblical tradition that a
well is one place where strangers, and often of
opposite sexes, can meet and speak. Thus, when
Abraham’s servant is sent to seek a wife for Isaac, it
is precisely at a well that he encounters Rebekah,
and later, at another well, Moses met his future wife
and her six sisters in Midian.* While Jesus certainly
seems to have taken many social constraints rather loosely, here he has chosen a
place where such constraints are most relaxed.
The more important point, and one I had previously missed altogether, is in the
little dialog about her five husbands. Again, most commentators see this as simply
a reference to multiple marriages and divorces (and Chaucer’s Wife of Bath seems to
have had a similar understanding), and then they go on to say that Jesus simply
passes over this without further comment. In
my more recent reading,† however, I have seen
a different and, to me, more convincing view of
this passage. Here the woman and the
husbands are symbols of the Samaritan people
and their relations with other nations. It
might be noted here that in the Greek text
there are two words translated ‘husband,’
andros and aner, and both have the primary
meaning of ‘man’ (as an adult human male)
making the symbolic interpretation a little
easier. According to 2 Kings, after the
Assyrian conquest of Israel (720 BC), the
Israelites were carried away and five Pagan
nations were settled there. Some of the
Israelites then returned and intermarried with
these nations, becoming the ancestors of the
Samaritans of our story. These are the five
husbands, and the one whom she (i.e. the
Samaritans generally) now call husband/man is Rome and its emperor.‡ At this
point we shift back to the individual woman, whose denial of a husband can be
understood as her personal rejection of the empire as governing her religion. With
this settled, their real conversation can begin, and they now start the discussion of
who God is and where he is to be worshipped.
o you have a question you
The remainder of this narrative is
would like answered by our straightforward, but this agreement on the
Scholar-in-Residence? Send your
primacy of YHWH as creator of all over against
ecclesiastical, liturgical, doctrinal,
the religious claims of the empire makes their
discussion, and the subsequent involvement of
historical or other inquiries to:
her community, possible.
Stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com.

D

(Continued on page 9)
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(Continued from page 8)

Jacob’s Well
Fr. Bill Loring, Scholar in Residence

* This is not entirely ancient history, in a large modern office, where employees may not really know each
other, it is often at the water cooler that
they meet and talk today.
† Wes Howard-Brook, Come Out, My People:
God’s Call out of Empire in the Bible and
Beyond, Orbis Books, 2010, Kindle edition,
locations 10454 and 10489ff. The thesis of
this book is that there are two conflicting
approaches to religion in the Bible: one
based on creation and calling for a
personal relationship with God that is open
to all, and one based on Empire where
religion serves to build up the state and
which is marked by force, and often by the
rejection of outsiders.
‡ Ibid. The author notes that Josephus
records that both the Samaritans and the
Temple party in Jerusalem referred to
Cæsar as their man or father.

“One thing I do know, that though I was blind, now I see.” - John 9:25
Jesus said [to the
Pharisees], "If you
were blind, you
would not be guilty
of sin; but now that you claim you can see, your ______ ________."
John 9:41 NIV
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Holy Land Revisited

T

† Pool of Siloam 

he Pool of Siloam is a rock-cut pool on the southern slope of the City of David,
the original site of Jerusalem, located outside the walls of the Old City to the
southeast. The pool was fed by the waters of the Gihon Spring, carried there by
two aqueducts.
The Siloam Pool is adjacent to the area in
the ancient City of David known as the King’s
Garden and is just southeast of the remains of
the fifth-century church and pool traditionally
believed to be the sacred Christian site. Isaiah
8:6 mentions the pool's waters, while Isaiah
22:9 refers to the construction of the Siloam
tunnel.
For Christians, the Pool of Siloam has
additional special significance: it is mentioned
in the Gospel of John as the location to which
Jesus sent "a man blind from birth" in order to
complete the healing of the man.
The Shiloah pool is mentioned by Jesus as
an example of a tragic story, while comparing
it to the sudden death of Galileans (Luke 13:24): ‘And Jesus said to them, “Do you suppose that these Galileans were greater sinners than
all other Galileans because they suffered this fate? I tell you, no, but unless you repent, you
will all likewise perish. Or do you suppose that those eighteen on whom the tower in
Siloam fell and killed them were worse culprits than all the men who live in Jerusalem?’
What was the function of
the Siloam Pool during Jesus’
time? Because the pool is fed
by waters from the Gihon
Spring, located in the Kidron
Valley, the naturally flowing
spring water would have
qualified the pool for use as a
“Mikveh” for ritual Jewish
bathing. However, it could also
have been an important source
of fresh water for the
inhabitants on that part of the
city. One scholar has even
suggested that it was a Romanstyle swimming pool.
Whatever was its original
purpose, the Siloam Pool where
Jesus healed the blind man is an
important Christian site, and its
discovery represents a
watershed moment in the field of Biblical
Our Holy Land trip this past January included
archaeology.
a stop at the Pool of Siloam.
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† Art in the Christian Tradition

Colored light bathes the interior of Saint-Julien.
1075-1125
St. Julien de Brioude, Brioude, France

T

his sizeable French Romanesque
church, dating from the late 11th
century, was a regular stop on one of the
pilgrimage routes to Santiago de
Compostela, Spain. In this week's reading
from John 9, Jesus refers to himself as "the
light of the world." One of the important
French theologians of the 12th century,
Hugh of St. Victor, speaks about the
importance of light in the understanding of
God and in the understanding of its
presence in the new building style that
bathed church interiors with light:
"Gazing upon the beauty of the Father
we are refashioned, that is, reformed
again, that is, converted to it by being led
back...into the simplicity of its ray. For
this reason the one light pours itself out to
many lights, in order that, having been
illuminated, the many lights might be
reformed according to that one light, so
that the many...might all appear as one in
its form." - Coolman

† 1st Samuel

A

t one time, the first and second books of
Samuel formed a single book. They
were separated in the Greek translation of the
Hebrew Scriptures known as the Septuagint
(about 250 BC). 1 Samuel begins with the story
of Samuel: hence the name. 1 Samuel is the first
of four books which tell the story of Israel's
monarchy. Samuel anointed the first king. We
then read about King Saul, and later about
David's rise to prominence.
Which of Jesse's sons did
Samuel think would be
annointed as king?
1 Samuel 16:6 NIV

P

salm 23 is surely one of the most widely known and recited parts of the Psalter. God
is the provider and overseer par excellence - if we but ask, he will provide everything
we need (notice it says need, not want!). How great our
gratitude will have to be if we indeed
trust Him to be our shepherd and guide
for all time!
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† Sunday School Lessons
 Overview of Spring Curriculum
 Level One - Early Elementary

Unit 19: Jesus Shows His Love – Children learn about God’s love and power through stories of
Jesus.
Unit 20: Jesus’ Friends Show His Love – Lessons tell about Jesus’ death and resurrection.
Unit 21: Jesus’ Friends Help Others – Lessons teach children about the early church.

 Level Two - Upper Elementary

Unit 19: Final Days of Jesus – Students learn about Jesus’ actions and words leading up to His
death.

 Unit 20: Jesus Conquers Death – Lessons lead students to celebrate Jesus’ resurrection.
Unit 21: How Believers Live – Students explore the early lives of Christians.

 This Week's Lesson
 Level One - Ms. Joan

Unit 19: Jesus Shows His Love
Bible Basis: Jesus raises Lazarus (John 11:1-45).

 Lesson Focus: Jesus is all-powerful.
Memory Verse: Nothing is impossible with God. Luke 1:37Unit 20: Jesus’

Friends

 Level Two - Mr. T and Mrs. Ferro
 Unit 20: Jesus Conquers Death

Bible Basis: Peter writes about growing in faith (2 Peter 1:1-11).
Lesson Focus: God helps us grow to be more like Jesus.
Memory Verse: His divine power has given us everything we need for life and godliness. 2
Peter 1:3

S

† Electronic Giving

aint Paul’s is pleased to announce the introduction of an electronic option for
making regular offerings. Contributions can now be debited automatically from
your checking/savings account or your credit/debit card. Our new electronic giving
program offers convenience for you and provides much needed donation consistency for our
congregation. There is no cost to you to use this system. Also there will be no changes if
you choose to still use your present method of giving.
The system is simple using the following steps on our
website. Sign on to the church website at
www.SaintPaulsBrookfield.com. Click on the blue “Give
Online” button at the top left of the home page. Click on
the “Create Profile” button to create your unique on line
profile. After you have created your profile, follow the
on line instructions to schedule your contribution. If you
have any questions, please contact Chuck Allen at 203775-6633 or treasurer@SaintPaulsBrookfield.com.
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† Start Spreading the Good News!

F

14

or the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God
is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.
Romans 6:23

Camp Counselors Needed in the Dominican Republic
If you are a teenager (or the parent of a teenager) between the ages of 14 and 18,
currently enrolled in high school, and an active member of your church, we are interested
in hearing from you. This summer, a group of students will be chosen to represent the
Episcopal Church in Connecticut in the Dominican Republic for nine days. While there, we
will be coordinating crafts and games for
a Vacation Bible School at Iglesia Santa
Margarita, a mission in Santo Domingo.
This will be the 10th year of this
program.
All that is required is a desire to work
with younger children, some Spanish
language background (one year of high
school Spanish is preferred, but not
required), and an interest in visiting a
third-world country. You will need to
submit an application along with an
essay detailing your experiences
working with children, your involvement
in your parish, and why this mission
opportunity is of interest to you.
The cost per person for the trip is about $1450. We ask each youth counselor and his/
her parish to split $1250 of that cost. The remainder is being offset by expected grants and
donations. Please apply by April 30, 2017. Applications received after that date will be
considered on a space available basis. Download the application here. For more
information please contact Alan McCollom.
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† This Sunday’s Readings
In Spirit and In Truth
1 Samuel 16:1-13
n this Hebrew scripture story the Lord sends Samuel to anoint David to be the new king
over Israel. God has rejected Saul as king but he remains in power and Samuel must go
secretly on his mission. As so often happens in the Bible, one who seems least likely in the eyes
of others is chosen by God to carry out the divine will.

I

Psalm 23
The Lord is shepherd and guide. God is present in the time of danger and
is generous and merciful.
Ephesians 5:8-14
In this New Testament lesson disciples are called to be a people of the
light, forsaking all the works of darkness. Their present life is to be in sharp
contrast with their actions before they became Christians. All that is done to
be exposed to the light. The passage closes with what was probably part of an
ancient hymn used at baptisms.
John 9:1-41
Our gospel is the story of Jesus’ healing of a
man born blind. Jesus brings light into a dark
world. Many people of the time regarded the
man’s blindness to be a result of sin, but Jesus
helps him to see, at first physically, and then
spiritually as well. The man withstands the
criticism of the religious officials and worships
Jesus as the Son of Man and his Lord.

John 9:1-41
Jeremiah 5:21 would be a
good text to introduce this
story: 'Hear this, O foolish
and senseless people, who
have eyes, but do not see, who
have ears, but do not hear.'
Jesus can cure the blind.
Getting us to see past our
own self-interest - to see the
glory of God in the lowest and
the least - now THAT would
be a real miracle.

† Pick Up Your Copy Today!
Synthesis CE Study Guides for each weeks readings will
be available at the back of the church.

† Sermon Shorts

"W

here do you get that living water?" Looking
deeper into the well.. To replay all our
sermons, audio and videos follow this link for The Sunday
Sermons. Check out our sermon archives as well.
17
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† Your Prayers Are Requested For…

t is such an intimate time when praying for the health and well being of others and
such a privilege. The people that we lift up to The Lord are part of our hearts for all
time. Please pray for…
.....Fr. George Hall and other parishioners
convalescing in extended care facilities.
.....Trinity, Hartford; St. Peter’s, Hebron; St. James’,
Higganum; All Saints’, Ivoryton.
.....Revival at St. Paul’s and the greater Danbury area.
.....Hospital chaplains; Stephen Ministers; other
pastoral care groups; ministries of healing; parish
nurses; wellness programs; recovery ministries.
.....Brenda Darling, Ginny Beck, Jean Stauffer,
Clayton Ferry, Gary Stein, Ed Licence, Sue Balla, Rose Barrett, Lorraine Estok, Jim
Megura, Jay Lawrence, Alex, Teresa Stacchiotti, Roger Kovacs, Mary DeAnzeris;
Michele Sarver & Lee Rybos, continued healing. .....the safe return of Denise’s dog.
.....the people of the Central African Republic; the people of Equatorial Guinea; the Diocese
of Medak - (South India); and our sister and brother members of the Shiloh Youth Revival
Centers.
.....Christians in the Middle East facing persecution at the hands of ISIS forces. Pray also
for radical Muslims throughout the world to come to know Jesus Christ.
.....Michael for protection from mortar attacks in Somalia with the UN peacekeeping
service.
…..St. James’ Episcopal
Easter Memorials
Church, Danbury and their Daily
There are envelopes on the back table for anyone
Bread Food Pantry, which is the
recipient of our food basket
wishing to have flowers decorating the church on
collections for the month of
Easter Sunday in memory of loved ones and friends.
March.
All memorials are due by Sunday, April 9. If you
.....Cambodian New Life
have
any questions, please contact Gail Winkley, at
Evangelical Church, Danbury, a
congregational partner of the
203-775-3343 or gailwinkley@yahoo.com.
Jericho Partnership.
.....Drew Ross, healing of major surgery for throat cancer; and Joe, who is undergoing
treatment for Lymphoma.
.....Cities.
.....Mary Nigro, Bill Nigro’s mother, recovering from a broken hip.
.....Rose Barrett, speedy recovery to her wrist from a recent fall.

† This & That & Links

(Click on pictures or red links for more info)

Links We Like
Things That Make You Think
Back Issues of Sword Points
Video Tour of the Pool of
Siloam and Hezekiah’s
Tunnel
On our recent trip to Jerusalem
and the old City of David we had
a chance to walk through
Hezekiah’s Tunnel, ending up at
the Pool of Siloam.
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Just For Fun !

(And Christian Fellowship)

Random Fact of
the Week!

D

id you know ... ...
that the church of
San Sebastiano de Via
Papae was reputed to
mark the site where
Saint Sebastian's body
was pulled out of a
sewer?

† It Takes An Editorial Board
Contributors to this Weeks
Sword Points:

M

ary Allen, Chris Barrett, Ray Ferro,
Steve Hemming, Diane Loring, Bill
Loring, Dori McManus, Beth Miller, Nicole
O’Connors, Patrick
O’Connors, Mary
Perry, Ken Perry,
Kirsten Peterson,
Debbi Pomeroy,
Reyna Sampson,
John Sarver, Joe
Shepley, Tara
Shepley, David
Szen, Pam Szen,
John Tuthill, Don
Winkley and Gail
Winkley.
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