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April 6, 2017 

Sword PointsSword PointsSword Points   
Transforming Transforming 

Lives Through Lives Through 

Jesus ChristJesus Christ  

Almighty God, we pray you graciously to behold this your family, for whom 
our Lord Jesus Christ was willing to be betrayed, and given into the hands of 

sinners, and to suffer death upon the cross; who now lives and reigns with 
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.  

(Collect for Good Friday). 
 

Dear Family of St. Paul's, 
 

We  are about to enter into the heart of the Christian year liturgically.  Beginning with 
our Palm Sunday procession, we will make our journey into Holy Week, meditating 

on our Lord's willing path of suffering for us. 

I encourage you to attend at least one 
Holy Week service as we prepare for 
the joy of Easter.  The solemnity of 
the week brings us ever closer to 
knowing the living Jesus, and as a 
spiritual family, we will grow closer 
to God and one another as we enter 
into Christ's passion. 

As the above Collect proclaims, we 
are that family for whom the Son of 
God laid down his life: O come, let 
us adore Him. 

Faithfully your Rector, 

 

†  The Solemnity of the Week Brings Us Ever Closer" 

http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com
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†  Having Hosanna Moments 
 by John Tuthhill 

 

"This is the LORD'S doing; it is marvelous in our eyes." - Psalm 118:23 
 

"H osanna in the highest!" is found in this phrase only twice in my Bible: in 
Matthew and in Mark.  The common people shout it - welcoming Jesus in His 

"Triumphal Entry" into  Jerusalem.  The people were crowded around the open city gate, 
watching Jesus enter, and called out, “Hosanna to the Son of David!  Blessed is he who 
comes in the name of the Lord!  Hosanna in the highest!” (Matt. 21:9, see also Psalm 118:25
-27)  In Mark, the crowds say, “Blessed is the coming kingdom of our father David!  

Hosanna in the highest!” (English Standard Version translation).  In a few other 
translations, the shouts are recorded as, “Hosanna in the highest heaven!” (NLT, NIV, 
HSSB, and a few others). 
 But what does the word "Hosanna" mean???  In a study Bible, the translation from 
the Hebrew into English is shown roughly as meaning simply, “Save now!” or “Save 
us - we pray!”  The crowd shouting it, "Hosanna!” shows the common people "get it" 
- they refer back to King David and the sum total of all prophecies pointing to Jesus 
as their "Messiah."  Jesus is the One Who Saves. 
 The phrase seems to echo the song of the angels in at the Lord's birth (Luke 2:14) 
“Glory to God in the highest!” 
 As much as the people shouted “Hosanna in the highest” in celebration of Jesus, 
they had yet to learn the means of that saving would come from Jesus' work finished 
for them on the cross.  God gave salvation from our slavery to sin, bought and paid 
for in-full by Jesus.  Saving us not only now, but for all eternity.  - Thanks be to God! 

“You will find 

a donkey 

tied”  
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†  In the Beginning Was the Word 

 

E ach Sunday at 9:30, the Rector's Forum 
continues with the Gospel of John.  The last of 

the four Gospels to be written, it emphasizes Jesus' full 
divinity within a deeply theological framework while 
being accessible to all. 
Please join us in the Guild Room for this exciting 

Bible study, and expect to be transformed by the Living Word. 

TheThe  

Rector’sRector’s  

ForumForum  

†  This Week at St. Paul’s 
 

Thu, Apr   6 - 5:45 pm - Boot Camp, Crocker Hall 

  7:30 pm - Mission Committee, Guild Room 

  7:30 pm - Property Committee, Classroom 

  7:30 pm - Music Night, Sanctuary 

Sat, Apr   8 - 7:30 am - Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Crocker Hall 

  7:30 am - John 21:12 Group, Theo’s Diner, New Milford 

  9:30 am - PraiseMoves, Crocker Hall 

  10:00 am - Jericho Food Pantry, Danbury 

  10:30 am - St. Paul’s Quilter’s, Crocker Hall 

Sun, Apr   9 -  Palm SundayPalm SundayPalm Sunday 

  8:00 am - Traditional Holy Communion  (LiveStream) 

  9:30 am - Rector’s Forum, Guild Room 

  10:30 am - Sunday School 

  10:30 am - Contemporary Holy Communion  (LiveStream 

Tue, Apr 11 - 9:15 am - Ladies Bible Study, Guild Room 

  5:45 pm - Boot Camp, Crocker Hall 

  7:30 pm - Tenebrae  (LiveStream) 

Wed, Apr 12 - 10:00 am - Holy Communion & Healing 

  7:30 pm - Music Night, Sanctuary 

Thu, Apr 13 -  Maundy ThursdayMaundy ThursdayMaundy Thursday 

 - 5:45 pm - Boot Camp, Crocker Hall 

  7:30 pm - Maundy Thursday Liturgy, Foot Washing,  

Stripping of the Altar, Holy Communion  (LiveStream) 

Fri, Apr 14 -  Good FridayGood FridayGood Friday 

  10:00 am - Ecumenical Good Friday Walk 

  12:00 pm - Good Friday Liturgy & Ante-Communion  (LiveStream) 

  6:30 pm - Stations fo the Cross 

  7:30 pm - Good Friday Liturgy & Ante-Communion  (LiveStream) 

Sat, Apr 15 -  Holy SaturdayHoly SaturdayHoly Saturday 

 - 7:30 am - Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Crocker Hall 

  9:30 am - PraiseMoves, Guild Room 

  10:00 am - Children’s Easter Celebration 

  7:30 pm - The Great Vigil of Easter  (LiveStream) 

Sun, Apr 16 -  

  7:30 am - Traditional Holy Communion  (LiveStream) 

  9:00 am - Contemporary Holy Communion  (LiveStream) 

  10:30 am - Contemporary Holy Communion  (LiveStream) 

Click Below to 

Click Below to 

How to make your own palm cross video. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+21:12&version=NRSVA
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/livestream.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/livestream.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kmtg7m7Ion8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kmtg7m7Ion8
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†  "Servant Leadership" 
 by Fr. Joseph Shepley 

 

A s Christians, we share a common call to servant leadership, valuing the power of 
love over the love of power.  An example of this is the ceremony on Holy Thursday 

of foot washing.  
Washing another’s bare feet publicly is just as countercultural today as it was during the 

time of Jesus, at least among so-called equals.  On a recent trip to Israel, we toured the 
ancient remains of a once-
prominent member of 
Jerusalem’s ruling class’ house, 
and in the entryway was a place 
allocated for the house servant to 
wash off guests’ feet, a common 
custom. 

Just as we might hand our car 
keys off to a valet upon arriving 
at an elegant party, in Jesus’ 
time, such an entry would begin 
with having one’s dusty feet 
cleansed by the lowest person on 
the social ladder. 

The day before his 
crucifixion, Jesus held the Jewish 
Passover meal with his disciples.  
Afterward, he got up, took off his 
outer clothing, wrapped a towel around his waist, poured water into a basin and began to 
wash his disciples’ feet, drying them with the towel. 

Initially, his disciple, Peter, objected to the uncomfortable disruption of cultural norms 
as his rabbi, a superior, took a servant’s role in washing his feet, yet soon he agreed to 
receive this gift recognizing that to be washed by Jesus is to be united in his way of servant 
leadership. 

Following that foot washing, Jesus gave his disciples a new commandment that they 
love one another through the example that he showed them.  
When Jesus wanted to explain to his followers what his life 
and imminent death would mean, he didn’t give them a 
theory, he gave them a meal on the one hand, and a 
dramatic action on the other. 
As Christians, we commemorate this event in different 
ways, according to our particular tradition.  The Episcopal 
Church’s celebration is known as Maundy Thursday, 
derived from the Latin, mandatum novum, meaning “new 
commandment.”  “Maundy” is an Old English corruption 
of mandatum. 
As Jesus called his followers to continue his self-giving 

example of love revealed in the foot washing, on Maundy 
Thursday this commission to a life of service is symbolized 

by the pastor kneeling beneath, and washing the bare feet of 
new members of the community.  Here we stress the 

importance Jesus puts on humility among leaders, and 
the need for cleansing with water, a symbol of 

baptism. 
After re-enacting the Passover meal that Jesus 

shared with his disciples, what we call 
Holy Communion (or the Lord’s Supper, 
or Eucharist), we conclude our service 

(Continued on page 5) 

This article 

appeared in last 

Saturday’s (April 

1) Danbury 

News-Times 
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with the altar and all surrounding objects stripped of any ornamentation, which symbolizes 
Jesus' abandonment by his disciples preceding the cross.  The lights in the church are then 
turned down, and a single voice sings the anthem, “Were You There (When They Crucified 
My Lord)?” 

We then “watch” one hour in 
the form of silent prayer in the dark, 
just as the disciples were invited to 
stay up with Jesus during his agony 
in the garden before his betrayal by 
Judas.  The next few days are for 
quiet, solemn reflection as we 
prepare for the celebration of Easter 
signaling the resurrection of Christ. 

As Christians in the liturgical 
tradition, where the drama of 
ceremony is shared by all 
participating, we believe that such 
symbolic disciplines aid our call 
toward discipleship, both in 
remembering the ministry of Jesus, 
and in reinforcing our call to service 
today. 

We show forth the power of 
love over the love of power when 
we practice foot washing.  It 
reflects our desire to live out the 
example Jesus left us as an enduring gift.  We are strengthened as a community as we hold 
each other accountable to servant leadership as a daily way of life. 

Servant leadership allows us to experience the spiritual paradox - that in giving do we 
truly receive, that in being turned upside down in our value system we actually become right 
side up.  Were we to live like this all the time, by putting others before ourselves, then the 
world might see and believe that there are still true disciples of Jesus today.  And that is one 
way we can continue to hope for the glory of God to be revealed in tomorrow’s world.  

(Continued from page 4) "Servant Leadership" 
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COFFEE HOUR HOSTS 
 

Apr   9th 8 am - Polly Sorrentino 10:30 am - Dot Crocker 
Apr 16th  Happy Easter—No Coffee Hours 
Apr 23rd 8 am - Maier’s  10:30 am - Amy Tilford 

Hebrews 13:2 - Do not neglect to show 
hospitality to strangers, for thereby some 
have entertained angels unawares. 

 

What did the disciples do after the first 
communion, but before they left for the 
Mount of Olives?  Matthew 26:26-30 NIV  

  †  Sunday School Lessons 
 

 Overview of Spring Curriculum  

 Level One - Early Elementary 
Unit 19: Jesus Shows His Love – Children learn 
about God’s love and power through stories of 
Jesus.  
Unit 20: Jesus’ Friends Show His Love – Lessons tell about Jesus’ death and resurrection. 
Unit 21: Jesus’ Friends Help Others – Lessons teach 
children about the early church. 

 Level Two - Upper Elementary 
Unit 19: Final Days of Jesus – Students learn about 
Jesus’ actions and words leading up to His death.  

 Unit 20: Jesus Conquers Death – Lessons lead students 
to celebrate Jesus’ resurrection. 
Unit 21: How Believers Live – Students explore the early lives of Christians.  

 This Week's Lesson 

 Level One - Ms. Joan 
Unit 20: Jesus is Alive! 

 Bible Basis: Jesus died and rose again (Matthew 27:33-38, 57-61 28:1-8).  

 Lesson Focus: We can tell others that Jesus lives! 
Memory Verse: Jesus loves me and gave himself for me. From Galatians 2:20  

 Level Two - Mr. T and Mrs. Ferro 

 Unit 20:  Jesus is Alive! 

 Bible Basis: After the death of Jesus, witnesses find the empty tomb (John 19,20). 

 Lesson Focus: We can celebrate Jesus’ resurrection 
Memory Verse: Remember Jesus Christ, raised from the dead - this is my gospel. 2 Timothy 
2:8 

The Sacristans for April are:  Mary 

Allen, Carol Gurski, Diane Loring, 

Joyce Sarver, and Gail Winkley. 

http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Hebrews+13%3A2&version=ESV
http://bible.gospelcom.net/bible?passage=Matthew+26:26-30&version=NIV&showfn=yes
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†  Pray It Up 
 

N otice the Red and White prayer request cards in the 
pew?  Each Sunday, fill out your request, put it in the 

red bowl on the table on the way to communion.  Then take a 
card from the bowl either right then or after service.  Pray for 
that request for one week.  How comforting to know that your 
request is being prayed for and that you are praying for 
someone else’s!  You might just be praying for the person 
sitting next to you!  Or, if you’d prefer - please send your 

request to St. Paul’s at prayingnow2@gmail.com!   

mailto:prayingnow2@gmail.com
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†  The Closer I Get to You  
by Steve Hemming 

 

“The Lord has appeared of old to me, saying: “Yes, I have loved you with an everlasting 
love; Therefore with lovingkindness I have drawn you.” Jeremiah 31:3 

 

H ave you ever felt unloved?  Until God recently set me free, I had been tormented by 
a lie, “No one loves me,” for many years. 

As a result of willfully drawing ever close to the Lord each day last week, He guided my 
heart towards a complete acceptance of His love.  Early last Saturday morning, God spoke 
the following words in His still small voice to my heart; “You 
do not need others to acknowledge their love for you, 
because you have, always had, and always will have My 
love for you.  Abide in My love.”  When my heart heard 
these words, I finally knew the truth regarding His love 
for me, and the truth set me free (John 8:32). 

As you know, God shows no partiality (Romans 
2:11) as He loves each one of us equally.  Because of 
this, my motivation for sharing this testimony is not to 
boast; instead, it is from a strong desire in my heart to help 
you break off any lies and dismiss the deceptive thoughts you 
may have, that you are not loved, and grab hold of the truth that 
you are actually infinitely adored by God, who created you, 
who died for you, and who dwells within you when you 
believe in Jesus Christ as the living Son of God, and have 
confessed Him as your Lord (please read Romans 10:9). 

Here are some Biblical truths about God’s love that 
He shared with me throughout the course of this past 
week: 

  “Be strong and of good courage, do not fear nor be afraid of them; for the Lord 
your God, He is the One who goes with you. He will not leave you nor forsake you.” 
Deuteronomy 31:6 

  “For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever 
believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life.” John 3:16 

  “As the Father loved Me, I also have loved you; abide in My love.” John 15:9 

  “Greater love has no one than this, than to lay down one’s life for his friends.” 
John 15:13 

  “But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were still sinners, 
Christ died for us.” Romans 5:8 

  “For I am persuaded that neither death nor life, nor angels nor principalities nor 
powers, nor things present nor things to come, nor height nor depth, nor any other 
created thing, shall be able to separate us from the love of God which is in Christ 
Jesus our Lord.” Romans 8:38-39 

  “But God, who is rich in mercy, because of His great love with which He loved us, 
even when we were dead in trespasses, made us alive together with Christ (by grace 
you have been saved), and raised us up together, and made us sit together in the 
heavenly places in Christ Jesus.” Ephesians 2:4-6 

  “Whoever confesses that Jesus is the Son of God, God abides in him, and he in 
God.  And we have known and believed the love that God has for us.  God is love, 
and he who abides in love abides in God, and God in him.” 1 John 4:15,16 

If we do not have a steadfast relationship with God, it will be difficult for these truths 
and others from His Word to penetrate deep down and resonate within our hearts.  To 
establish a dedicated connection with God, we need to spend time seeking the Lord and 
drawing closer to Him.  God promises us that when we draw near to Him, He will draw near 
to us (James 4:8). 

(Continued on page 10) 
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†  Men: The Suffering Is Over 

H uman suffering, divine sovereignty and the quest to understand 

God's will: these are topics we will wrestle with as our Monday 

Men's Bible study begins again.  Starting April 24th, the men's bible study 

will study the Book of Job each Monday from 7-8 pm.  Please join us in 

this verse by verse study as we plumb the depths of God's word together.  

As I meditated on the truth of God’s love for me last Saturday morning, He dropped into 
my thoughts, the 1978 Roberta Flack/Donny Hathaway romantic ballad, "The Closer I Get 
To You" (click-on title to listen).  The chorus had a unique and spiritual meaning to me, as I 
fully realized God’s love deep, in my heart and 
soul: 
 

The closer I get to You, 
The more You make me see, 
By giving me all You’ve got, 
Your love has captured me. 

 

In closing, it is my heartfelt prayer that 
Christ may dwell in your heart through faith; 
that you, being rooted and grounded in love, 
may be able to comprehend with all the saints 
what is the width and length and depth and 
height – to know the love of Christ which 
passes knowledge; that you may be filled with 
all the fullness of God (Ephesians 3:17-19).  
Amen and Amen. 

(Continued from page 9) The Closer I Get to You  

†  Art in the Christian Tradition 
 Entry of Christ into Jerusalem 

1912 
Wilhelm Morgner, 1891-1917 

Museum am Ostwall (Dortmund, Germany) 

W ilhelm Morgner, a German Expressionist painter, trained for the clergy, although 
he quickly turned to painting as his calling.  His close identification with Jesus 

Christ manifested itself 
in works that expressed 
his powerful 
understanding of the 
Passion, exemplified 
here by his color-
saturated vision of the 
Entry into Jerusalem.  
Sadly, he died a young 
man, one of millions, on 
the fields of Flanders 
during World War I.  
Still, his discipline to his 
work left enough 
paintings to allow 
reflection upon the 
creative response to a 
deep faith and love of 
Jesus Christ.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_jhYENBxRVo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_jhYENBxRVo
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Holy Land Revisited 

†  Mount of Olives   
 

D uring biblical times, the Mount of Olives was covered with ancient 
olive trees, and is one mountain north of Mt. Zion with breathtaking 

views of the Old City, the City of David, and the Kidron Valley. 
It was there that Jesus encouraged His disciples and gave them their 

instructions after He would be crucified (Matthew 24). 
Jesus spent the night there before His arrest, in the gardens at Gethsemane.  

It was on this mount where He wept over Jerusalem.  “When He approached Jerusalem, He 
saw the city and wept over it.” (Luke 19:41) 

Just below the Mount of Olives, close to the Church of all Nations, there is the place 
where Christian tradition says that Mary, the mother or Jesus was buried.  The Church of 
All Nations is a Roman Catholic Church where it is believed that Jesus prayed before His 

arrest. 
 At the bottom of the Mount of Olives is an ancient 
olive garden.  Olive trees do not have rings and so their 
age cannot be precisely determined, but scholars 
estimate their age to be anywhere between one and two 
thousand years old. 
 During the time of the First and Second Temples, 
the Mount of Olives was the place where the high priest 
used to slaughter and burn the 'Red Cow', whose ashes 
purify those who are impure at the Temple.  The Mount 
of Olives Jewish Cemetery began during the period of 
the First Temple, however the tombs that are there 
today are from the 16th century and on. It’s worthwhile 
considering that this mount is not only a geographical 

link between the desert and the fertile hills of Jerusalem - it is 
also the spiritual link between heaven and earth or life and 
death.  Many people desire to be buried on the Mount of 
Olives where the Messiah is expected to arrive. 

From the Scriptures 
Zechariah chapter 14: "4 In that day His feet will stand on 

the Mount of Olives, which is in front of Jerusalem on the 
east; and the Mount of Olives will be split in its middle from 
east to west by a very large valley, so that half of the mountain 
will move toward the north and the other half toward the 
south." 

 Matthew 24: "3 As he sat on the Mount of Olives, the 
disciples came to him privately, saying, 'Tell us, when will 
this be, and what will be the sign of your coming and of the 
close of the age?' 4 And Jesus answered them, 'Take heed that 
no one leads you astray. 5 For many will come in my name, 
saying, 'I am the Christ', and they will lead many astray. 6 And 
you will hear of wars and rumors of wars; see that you are not 
alarmed; for this must take place, but the end is not yet. 7 For nation will rise against nation, 
and kingdom against kingdom, and there will be famines and earthquakes in various places: 
8 all this is but the beginning of 
the birth-pangs.'" 

On our Holy Land trips we have had a chance to pray in Geth-

semane, see ancient olive trees and walk the Palm Sunday route. 
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†  Transforming Stewardship 
 

“As they were marching out, they came upon a man of Cyrene, Simon by 
name; this man they pressed into service to carry his cross?” Matthew 27:32 

 

T he Lord calls us to love God and to love our neighbor.  Every day 
we are presented with opportunities to love our neighbor and help 

him “carry his cross.”  These opportunities aren’t usually big events, they 
are usually ordinary occurrences like helping someone carry their 
groceries or holding the door open for them.  The key is putting the other 
person’s needs before our own and not expecting anything in return. 

†  Transforming Saints of God 
 

Thursday, April 6th 
 

Daniel G. C. Wu 
Priest and Missionary among Chinese Americans, 1956 

 

W ork among Chinese Americans in the San Francisco Bay area dates back to the 
middle of the nineteenth century, but flourished under the leadership of Daniel 

Gee Ching Wu. 
His story begins in Hawaii when Deaconess Emma Drant asked Gee Ching Wu to teach 

her Chinese in exchange for lessons in English.  At the time, Wu was reticent 
toward the faith, but during their time together, Drant’s Christian convictions 
inspired his conversion.  Wu was baptized, taking the name Daniel.  Drant 
left for San Francisco where she began mission work among the Chinese and 
in 1905 called together a worshiping community to be called True Sunshine 
Episcopal Mission.  After the 1906 earthquake, many residents of San 
Francisco, including many Chinese, fled across the bay to Oakland, and a 
second Chinese mission took root there.  Needing help, Drant called upon 

Daniel Wu, to come from Hawaii and support her missionary efforts. 
From the time of his arrival in 1907, Wu managed the work of the two missions while 

studying for ordination at the Church Divinity School of the Pacific.  He was ordained in 
1912 and became the Vicar of True Sunshine Episcopal Mission in San Francisco and Our 
Savior Episcopal Mission in Oakland, both of which were already thriving congregations. 

Daniel Wu devoted his ministry to work among Chinese immigrants.  He frequently 
worked the docks and points of entry, made contact with those newly arrived, and assisted 
in whatever way possible to ease their transition to their new home.  To keep them 
connected to their heritage, Wu and the people of his congregations offered classes in 
Chinese to the children, and instruction in English to the adults.  They offered a variety of 
programs that helped newcomers to adjust to their new country without losing the culture 
and heritage of their homeland. 

For thirty-six years, Daniel Wu and his people opened their hearts and their churches to 
generations of Chinese Americans and played a singularly important role in establishing the 
ministry of the Episcopal Church among those of Asian descent. 

†  Garden Angels Needed 

H elp is needed for the garden in front of the church.  If you enjoy gardening, 
and have a little time to spare, please consider becoming a "garden angel."  

Now that we have irrigation, pruning, weeding, deadheading, and seasonal 
cleanups are our main tasks, along with watering the pots.  Days and times are 

very flexible!  If you would like more information please feel free to call 
Mary Beth Durkin (203-297-5382) or Diane Froelick (704-609-6502).  
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†  This Sunday’s Readings 

 

Palms & the Passion 

 

Matthew 21:1-11 

I n this gospel lesson Jesus comes to the holy city of Jerusalem and is hailed as the 
promised Son of David.  He has a young donkey brought to him, and, as did the kings of 

old in royal celebrations, Jesus rides on it, while the crowds spread their garments and branches 
in the way and shout in his honor.  The evangelist perceives this as a fulfillment of the prophet 
Zechariah’s words concerning the coming king.  Here is both great drama and irony as Jesus 
enters the city he would save, while the people who will soon call for his 
blood rumor it about that the prophet from Galilee has arrived. 

Isaiah 50:4-9a 
Our reading tells of the servant who speaks for the Lord and suffers 

persecution, but still trusts in God’s help and vindication.  This is the 
third of the “servant songs” that come from a period late in Israel’s exile.  
The servant might be thought to be the faithful of Israel, the prophet 
himself, or another historical or idealized figure.  The people are weary 
and tired of the Lord’s calling, but the servant steadfastly continues.  
Christians have long perceived in these words a foretelling of Jesus’ 
mission. 

Psalm 31:9-16 
A psalm of trust by one who looks to the Lord for mercy and 

protection. 
Philippians 2:5-11 

From one of the earliest Christian hymns we hear how Christ Jesus 
accepted the condition of a servant, was obedient even to the point of 
death, and was then given the name above every name.  It is possible that 
this poem was adapted by Paul or another disciple from the hopes for a 
savior of a people who did not yet know Jesus.  He has fulfilled 
humanity’s dream of one who will share fully in the mortal condition 
before his exaltation.  To him every knee shall bow and every tongue 
confess the great name of the Lord now known in person, Jesus. 

The Passion According to Matthew 
Our gospel reading is the story of Jesus’ last supper with his disciples, his betrayal in the 

Garden of 
Gethsemane, 
and then his 
arrest and trials 
before the 
Jewish council 
and Pilate, 
followed by his 
final sufferings 
and death. 

†  Pick Up Your Copy Today!  

 Synthesis CE Study Guides for each weeks readings will 

be available at the back of the church. 

†  Sermon ShortsSermon ShortsSermon Shorts   
   

B reathe life into these bones.  To replay 

all our sermons, audio and videos 

follow this link for The Sunday Sermons.  

Check out our sermon archives as well. 

 

Passion According to Matthew 
Now Jerusalem is not a large city.  

And what the authors of the Bible 
take for granted and fail to mention is 

that while Jesus is parading in on a 
donkey through one of the back gates, 

on the other side of the city Pilate is 
parading in on a war horse 

accompanied by a squadron or two of 
battle-hardened Roman soldiers.  Do 

you think anyone at Pilate's parade 
heard about Jesus' parade?  Heard 

what the crowd had shouted?  Let's see 
what unfolds in the week ahead.  

http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/HolyDays/CPalmSun_RCL.html#GOSPEL
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/HolyDays/CPalmSun_RCL.html#OLDTEST
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/HolyDays/CPalmSun_RCL.html#PSALM2
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/HolyDays/CPalmSun_RCL.html#EPISTLE
http://saintpaulsbrookfield.com/sermons/this-weeks-sermon.html
http://saintpaulsbrookfield.com/sermons/sermon-archives-2015.html
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†  Your Prayers Are Requested For… 

 

I t is such an intimate time when praying for the health and well being of others and 
such a privilege.  The people that we lift up to The Lord are part of our hearts for all 

time.  Please pray for… 
 
.....Fr. George Hall and other parishioners 
convalescing in extended care facilities. 
.....St. Andrew’s, Madison; St. Mary’s, Manchester; 
St. Andrew’s, Marble Dale; All Saints’, Meriden. 
.....Revival at St. Paul’s and the greater Danbury area. 
.....Clergy whose work is not in parishes; bi-vocational 
priests; clergy of ECCT whose work is carried out in 
other countries or dioceses. 
.....Brenda Darling, Ginny Beck, Jean Stauffer, 
Clayton Ferry, Gary Stein, Ed Licence, Sue Balla, Rose Barrett, Lorraine Estok, Jim 
Megura, Jay Lawrence, Alex, Teresa Stacchiotti, Roger Kovacs, Mary DeAnzeris; 
Michele Sarver & Lee Rybos, continued healing.  .....the safe return of Denise’s dog. 
.....the people of Iceland; the people of the Czech Republic; the Diocese of Montreal - 
(Canada, Canada) The Rt Revd Mary Irwin-Gibson; and our sister and brother members of 
the Georgian Byzantine-Rite Catholics. 
.....Christians in the Middle East facing persecution at the hands of ISIS forces.  Pray also 
for radical Muslims throughout the world to come to know Jesus Christ. 
.....Michael for protection from mortar attacks in Somalia with the UN peacekeeping 
service. 
…..Loaves & Fishes Hospitality in New Milford, the recipient of our food basket collections 
for the month of April. 
.....St. Paul's Lutheran Church, Danbury, a 
congregational partner of the Jericho 
Partnership. 
.....Drew Ross, healing of major surgery for 
throat cancer; and Joe, who is undergoing 
treatment for Lymphoma. 
.....The Poor and Neglected. 
.....Mary Nigro, Bill Nigro’s mother, 
recovering from a broken hip. 
.....Rose Barrett, speedy recovery to her 
wrist from a recent fall. 
.....Debbi Pomeroy, rapid healing tseveral broken bones in her hand so that she can return 
to work. 

 

†  This & That & Links 
(Click on pictures or red links for more info) 

 

Links We Like 
 

Things That Make You Think 
 

Back Issues of Sword 
Points 

 
 

Presiding Bishop Michael 
Curry’s Easter Message 

 

“Follow in the way of 
Jesus.  Don’t be ashamed 

to love.  Don’t be ashamed 
to follow Jesus.”  

Easter Memorials 
 

There are envelopes on the back table for anyone 

wishing to have flowers decorating the church on 

Easter Sunday in memory of loved ones and 

friends.  All memorials are due by Sunday, April 9.  

If you have any questions, please contact Gail Win-

kley, at 203-775-3343 or gailwinkley@yahoo.com. 

http://www.standrewsmadison.org/
http://www.stmarysct.org/
http://standrewskent.ctdiocese.org/default.asp
http://www.episcopalchurch.org/parish/all-saints-episcopal-church-meriden-ct
http://www.iceland.is/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Czech_Republic
http://www.anglicancommunion.org/structures/member-churches/member-church/diocese/position.aspx?church=canada&dio=montreal&pos=bishop-of-montreal&posID=19894
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Georgian_Byzantine-Rite_Catholics
http://www.foodpantries.org/li/loaves_fishes_hospitality_new_milford
http://www.missionstclare.com/english/prayers/35.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/contact-us.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/news/links.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/news/things-that-make-you-think.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/news/weekly-qsword-pointsq.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/news/weekly-qsword-pointsq.html
tel:%28203%29%20775-3343
mailto:gailwinkley@yahoo.com
http://episcopaldigitalnetwork.com/ens/2017/04/03/presiding-bishop-michael-currys-easter-message-2017/
http://episcopaldigitalnetwork.com/ens/2017/04/03/presiding-bishop-michael-currys-easter-message-2017/
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†  It Takes An Editorial Board 

Contributors to this Weeks 
Sword Points: 

 

M ary Allen, Chris Barrett, Ray Ferro, 
Steve Hemming, Diane Loring, Bill 

Loring, Lois Hunt, Beth Miller, Nicole 
O’Connors, Patrick 
O’Connors, Mary 
Perry, Ken Perry, 
Kirsten Peterson, 
Debbi Pomeroy, 
Reyna Sampson, 
John Sarver, Joe 
Shepley, Tara 
Shepley,  David 
Szen, Pam Szen, 
John Tuthill, Don 
Winkley and Gail 
Winkley. 

 
 

 

Just For Fun !Just For Fun !Just For Fun !   
(And Christian Fellowship) 

Random Fact of the Week! 
 

D id you know ... that exploding head syndrome isn't 

fatal?  Editors Note:  For the record, neither is reading 

Sword Points or sharing it with your friends. 

Q. Who are the 3 shortest men 

in the Bible?  

A. Bildad the shuhite  

A. Nehemiah ( knee-hi-miah! )  

A. The man who fell asleep in 

his watch.  

https://www.facebook.com/saintpaulsbrookfield/
https://twitter.com/#!/StPaulsB
https://instagram.com/stpaulsb/
https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Exploding_head_syndrome

