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† Behold the Cross as the Pathway to His Glorious Crown
“Now that I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also
should wash one another's feet.”
John 13:14
Dear Friends in Christ,

T

onight, our Maundy Thursday service recognizes two sacramental realities: the
institution of the Eucharist as the body and blood of Jesus Christ, the memorial of our
redemption; and the institution of the sacred priesthood. During the Last Supper, Jesus
offered himself as the Passover sacrifice, and teaches that every follower of His, and in
particular the ordained priest, is to offer the same self-giving example of love. This will be
symbolized by my washing our new vestry members' feet.
This evening marks the end of Lent and the beginning of the sacred Triduum, the final three
days of Holy Week, the holiest time in the church year.
At the conclusion of the Eucharist this evening, the altar and all surrounding objects will be
stripped, symbolizing Jesus' abandonment preceding the cross. Then, we will be invited to
watch one hour, with the reserved sacrament present, just as the disciples were invited to stay
up with the Lord during His agony in the garden before His betrayal by Judas.
After this night, no Eucharist
will be celebrated again in
the church until the Easter
Vigil proclaims the
Resurrection of our Lord
Jesus Christ. I invite you to
participate in the Triduum as
much as you are able, and
may we be ever drawn to
Christ as we behold the cross
as the pathway to his glorious
crown. Peace and devotion
be with you.
Faithfully your servant,

Holy Week

H
I

ow could it be? We again bow down in sorrow, awe and gratitude. For our sake
God’s chosen and beloved Son was tortured and put to death. “God proves his
love for us in that while we were still sinners Christ died for us” (Romans 5:8).
n thy most bitter passion my heart to share doth cry,
with thee for my salvation upon the cross to die.
Ah, keep my heart thus moved to stand thy cross beneath,
to mourn thee, well-beloved, yet thank thee for thy death.
(The Hymnal 1982, Hymn 169)
The scripture readings of Holy Week help us to accompany Jesus from his last words
with his disciples through his death and burial. We are given opportunity to reflect on the
meaning of his life, death and ministry for us. The prophet tells of the servant who “was
despised and rejected by others” and
“wounded for our transgressions,
crushed for our iniquities” yet “by his
bruises we are healed” (Isaiah
53:3,5). We are with Jesus and his
disciples as he breaks the bread and
shares the cup: “This is my body …
This is my blood of the covenant,
which is poured out for many” (Mark
14:23-24). We go with him to dark
Gethsemane and on to the trial,
mockery, and beating, the crown of
thorns. We walk the way of the cross
and come to Calvary.
How could it be? “O who am I
that for my sake my Lord should take
frail flesh and die?”

H

ere might I stay and sing, no
story so divine:
never was love, dear King, never
was grief like thine.
This is my friend, in whose sweet
praise
I all my days could gladly spend.
We bow down in sorrow, awe and gratitude.

† Men’s Study Returns

H

uman suffering, divine sovereignty and the quest to understand
God's will: these are topics we will wrestle
with as our Monday Men's Bible Study
begins again. Starting April 24th,
the men's bible study will study the
Book of Job each Monday from 78 pm. Please join us in this verse
by verse study as we plumb the
depths of God's word together.
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(The Hymnal 1982, Hymn 458)

† In the Beginning Was the Word

The
E
Rector’s
Forum

ach Sunday at 9:30, the Rector's Forum
continues with the Gospel of John. The last of
the four Gospels to be written, it emphasizes Jesus' full
divinity within a deeply theological framework while
being accessible to all.
Please join us in the Guild Room for this exciting
Bible study, and expect to be transformed by the Living Word.

† This Week at St. Paul’s
Thu, Apr 13 Fri, Apr 14

Sat, Apr 15

Maundy Thursday
5:45 pm
7:30 pm

-

Boot Camp, Crocker Hall
Maundy Thursday Liturgy, Foot Washing,
Stripping of the Altar, Holy Communion (LiveStream)

10:00 am
12:00 pm
6:30 pm
7:30 pm

-

Ecumenical Good Friday Walk
Good Friday Liturgy & Ante-Communion (LiveStream)
Stations fo the Cross
Good Friday Liturgy & Ante-Communion (LiveStream)

7:30 am
9:30 am
10:00 am
12:00 am
7:30 pm

-

Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Crocker Hall
PraiseMoves, Guild Room
Children’s Easter Celebration
Youth Group Games
The Great Vigil of Easter (LiveStream)

7:30 am
9:00 am
10:30 am
7:00 pm
9:15 am
5:45 pm
7:15 pm
10:00 am
7:00 pm
7:30 pm
5:45 pm
7:00 pm
7:30 pm
7:30 am
7:30 am
9:30 am
10:30 am

-

Traditional Holy Communion (LiveStream)
Contemporary Holy Communion (LiveStream)
Contemporary Holy Communion (LiveStream)
Stephen Ministry, Guild Room
Ladies Bible Study, Guild Room
Boot Camp, Crocker Hall
Boy Scouts Troop 5, Crocker Hall
Holy Communion & Healing
Staff Meeting, Rector’s Office
Vestry Meeting, Guild Room
Boot Camp, Crocker Hall
Healing Ministry, Guild Room
Music Night, Sanctuary
Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Crocker Hall
John 21:12 Group, Theo’s Diner, New Milford
PraiseMoves, Crocker Hall
St. Paul’s Quilter’s, Crocker Hall

8:00 am
9:30 am
9:30 am
10:30 am
10:30 am

-

Good Friday

-

-

Holy Saturday

Easter Sunday

Sun, Apr 16 -

Mon, Apr 17 Tue, Apr 18 Wed, Apr 19 Thu, Apr 20 Sat, Apr 22

-

Click Below to

Second Sunday of Easter

Sun, Apr 23 -

Traditional Holy Communion (LiveStream)
Rector’s Forum, Guild Room
First Communion Class, Level 2 Classroom
Sunday School
Contemporary Holy Communion (LiveStream

Click Below to
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† Pray It Up

N

otice the Red and White prayer request cards in the
pew? Each Sunday, fill out your request, put it in the
red bowl on the table on the way to communion. Then take a
card from the bowl either right then or after service. Pray for
that request for one week. How comforting to know that your
request is being prayed for and that you are praying for
someone else’s! You might just be praying for the person
sitting next to you! Or, if you’d prefer - please send your
request to St. Paul’s at prayingnow2@gmail.com!
5
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† Sunday School Lessons




No Sunday school
classes will be held on
Easter.
Nursery care will be
provided for all children in
kindergarten and below.
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† Gethsemane

by Steve Hemming

He went a little farther and fell on His face, and prayed, saying, “O My Father, if it is
possible, let this cup pass from Me; nevertheless, not as I will, but as You will.”
Matthew 26:39
Excerpts from Matthew 26:36-57
fter they ate the Passover meal, Jesus went with His disciples to the Garden of
Gethsemane where He instructed them to sit, while He took Peter, James, and John
with Him to pray nearby. Then He said to the three, “My soul is exceedingly sorrowful,
even to death. Stay here and watch with Me.” He went a little farther and fell on His face,
and prayed, saying, “O My Father, if it is possible, let this cup pass from Me; nevertheless,
not as I will, but as You will.” Our Lord was in such great agony, that His sweat became
like great drops of blood falling down to the ground (Luke 22:44). After praying, Jesus
returned to the disciples and found them sleeping, and said to Peter, “What! Could you not
watch with Me one hour? Watch and pray, lest you enter into temptation. The spirit indeed
is willing, but the flesh is weak.”
Jesus separated Himself from the disciples again and prayed a second time, “O My
Father, if this cup cannot pass away from Me unless I drink it, Your will be done.” When
He came back to the disciples, they had fallen asleep again. He left them, and prayed a third
time saying the same words to the Father. Finding the disciples still sleeping, He woke
them, for He knew that His betrayer, Judas Iscariot, one of His disciples, was coming with a
multitude of men from the chief priests and elders, with swords and clubs, to arrest, try, and
crucify Him. When the mob arrived, one of Jesus’ disciples drew a sword and struck a
servant of the high priest and cut off his ear, for which Jesus admonished him; “Put your
sword in its place, for all who take the sword will perish by the
sword. Or do you think that I cannot now pray to My Father,
and He will provide Me with more than twelve legions of
angels? How then could the Scriptures be fulfilled, that it must
happen thus?” All the disciples forsook Jesus and fled, as He
was led away to Caiaphas the high priest, where the scribes and
elders were assembled.

A

What can we glean from Jesus’ experience in the Garden of
Gethsemane, that will strengthen our resolve to submit to and
trust in our Lord, especially during times of adversity?
(Continued on page 9)
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(Continued from page 8)

Jesus understands our human frailties – He knows that while our spirit is willing, our
flesh is weak, for Hebrews 4:15 tells us that we do not have a High Priest who cannot
sympathize with our weaknesses, for Jesus was in all points tempted as we are, yet without
sin. Just as Jesus prayed to our Father in the garden, we can come boldly to the throne of
grace, that we may obtain mercy and find grace to help in time of need (v. 16).
Rely on God, not man, especially in the midst of trials – Unlike how the disciples
abandoned Jesus at Gethsemane, God will not
fall asleep on us (Psalm 121:3-4), and He will
never leave us nor forsake us (Hebrews 13:5).
Heed the wisdom that is expressed in Psalm
118:8; “It is better to trust in the Lord than to
put confidence in man.”
“Not as I will, but as You will” – Jesus
humbled Himself before our Father in the
garden; He became obedient to the point of
death, even the death of the cross (Philippians
2:8). If we desire to be true disciples of Jesus
Christ, we need to deny ourselves, take up our
own cross daily and follow Him (Luke 9:23).
If we desire to save our own life, we will lose
it, but whoever loses his life for His sake will save it (v. 24).
Adhere to an unwavering faith – After praying in the garden, Jesus became resolute to
fulfill His Father’s will in accordance with the scriptures. Knowing God would help Him
complete His earthly mission, Jesus set His face like a flint (Isaiah 50:7) and exchanged His
great sorrow for the joy that was set before Him and endured the cross, despised the shame,
and sat down at the right hand of the throne of God (Hebrews 12:2). In order to fulfill
God’s will and purpose in our lives, we are called to demonstrate a similar, immovable
faith. In 1 Corinthians 15:58, the Apostle Paul encourages us; “Therefore, my beloved
brethren, be steadfast, immovable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, knowing that
your labor is not in vain in the Lord.”
In any and all situations we find ourselves, like Jesus did in the Garden of Gethsemane, may
we be mindful and quick to pray to our Father, that His will, not ours, be done; “Our Father
in heaven, hallowed be Your name. Your kingdom come, Your will be done, on earth as it is
in heaven.” (Matthew 6:9-10)
“He is despised and rejected by men, a Man of sorrows and acquainted with grief. And we
hid, as it were, our faces from Him; He was despised, and we did not esteem Him. Surely
He has borne our griefs and carried our sorrows; Yet we esteemed Him stricken, smitten by
God, and afflicted. But He was wounded for our transgressions, He was bruised for our
iniquities; The chastisement for our peace was upon Him, and by His stripes we
are healed.” Isaiah 53:3-5

W

hen Jesus first appeared to the disciples after rising from the dead, what is
the first thing he said to them? John 20:19 NIV
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COFFEE HOUR HOSTS
Apr 16th
Happy Easter - No Coffee Hours
Apr 23rd 8 am - Maier’s
10:30 am - Amy Tilford
Apr 30th 8 am - Kovac’s
10:30 am - DeSanti / Pascoa

Hebrews 13:2 - Do not neglect to show
hospitality to strangers, for thereby some
have entertained angels unawares.
† Art in the Christian Tradition
The Resurrection

1639
Rembrandt van Rijn, 1606-1669
Alte Pinakothek, Munich

H

ere in Rembrandt's painting Christ stands
behind the angel, but he is no longer a
recognisable human being. Instead pure light and
energy radiate out of the darkness of the tomb, a
theological statement rather than a physical one. In
the face of this light, the human beings in the
painting tumble into a confused group. Rembrandt,
perhaps the most famous Dutch painter of the 17th
century and one of the greatest in all Europe, was
using the same technique that Caravaggio used with
such success: a strong light highlighting the darkness
around it.
The 1630's was a particularly prosperous time for
Rembrandt. He married Saskia van Uylenburgh, the
wealthy niece of an art dealer, and they had four
children, only one of whom survived. His firstborn
son was born and died in the year 'The Resurrection'
was painted. The idea of Christ's conquest over
Death may have seemed especially relevant to
Rembrandt at this painful time, since he was deeply
religious and a devoted family man.
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The Season of Easter

E

aster is full of stories: braves stories of disciples witnessing to their new faith in the
risen Jesus; mysterious, wondrous, and challenging stories of an empty tomb and
Jesus alive, bringing joy and courage to friends who had denied him, who were fearful and
disheartened. “Peace be with you.” “I have seen the Lord.” The Lord has risen indeed!”
“Go therefore and make disciples of all nations” (John 20:18-19; Luke 24:34; Matthew
28:19).
Early on the first day of the week, Jesus comes to Mary, who at
first mistakes him for the gardener. “Mary!” he says to her, and she
recognizes her risen Lord (John 20:11-18). Later that day he is a
wayfarer opening the scriptures for Cleopus and another disciple who
are on their way to the village of Emmaus, where he will be known to
them in the breaking of the bread (Luke 24:13-35). Then Thomas
cannot believe unless he sees and touches the marks of the nails and
the wound in Jesus’ side. A week later Jesus stands among them and
invites Thomas to reach out and touch. “My Lord and my God!”
Thomas responds (John 20:24-29). Several weeks afterward,
disciples are fishing on Lake Galilee (or Tiberias) when, just after daybreak, there is Jesus
standing on the beach, though at first they do not recognize him (John 21:1-14).
There are yet more stories of Jesus’ appearing to his disciples. Paul tells of an
appearance to more than five hundred brothers and sisters at once (1 Corinthians 15:6).
Sometimes they are frightened and doubting, thinking they may have seen a ghost, before
their fears are overcome and they are filled with new hope and joy (Luke 24:36-43).
These are, indeed, wondrous and challenging stories in which Jesus is at first often not
recognized. But there must have been something in the timbre of his voice. They see his
scars. They know him in the breaking of the bread - in the sharing of the bread and wine.
The Spirit of Jesus is alive among them! God’s love overcomes even the mighty power of
death. The disciples can tell his stories again and then eat of the bread and wine with him.
They can again tell of the inbreaking kingdom of God and proclaim the Lord Jesus who now
is King of the realm of God’s ways. He not only spoke the words of God to them, he
himself is God’s Word of new life to all people. They have joy to share, a witness to offer,
a service to render. Fear and guilt in their lives have been replaced by peace and a new
faith, and we are now called to retell their stories and help bring peace, renewed faith, joy,
courage, and love to the world.

† Happy Birthday to You!

N

icole Castronova celebrates tomorrow! Saturday is the big day for Andrew
Melody, Deborah Pomeroy & Sarah Shepley. Carol Woien will be blowing
out candles on Sunday. Throw a party on Monday for Steven Zombo & Susan
Cavagna. Bake a cake on Tuesday for Maria Silva. Jean Stauffer & Stephanie
Bernardo will be another year older and wiser on Wednesday. Have a blessed day
everyone!

H

† Garden Angels Needed

elp is needed for the garden in front of the church. If you enjoy gardening,
and have a little time to spare, please consider becoming a "garden angel."
Now that we have irrigation, pruning, weeding, deadheading, and seasonal
cleanups are our main tasks, along with watering the pots. Days and times are
very flexible! If you would like more information please feel free to call
Mary Beth Durkin (203-297-5382) or Diane Froelick (704-609-6502).
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 Other Faith Traditions - Pesach
The Festival of Passover

From the 15th to the 21st or 22nd day of Nisan, the first month
April 10-18, 2017

P

esach, also call Passover or the festival of
unleavened bread, is the great freedom festival of
the Jewish people, It beings on the 15th of the month of
Nisan, at the full moon, and continues for seven of eight
days. It is the springtime remembrance and celebration of
the deliverance of the Jews from slavery and their
covenant with God. This is the story of the very
foundation of the Jewish people.
The name Passover calls to mind that the firstborn
children of the Egyptians, even firstborn pets and farm
animals, were destroyed by the tenth plague, the angel of
death (Exodus 12:1014). But the angel passed by the
Jewish families, who were kept as slaved by the
Egyptians. The angel could recognize the Jewish homes
because the blood of a lamb marked their doors. When
Pharaoh saw the dead, he let the Jews leave Egypt. They
passed over into freedom. At the Sedar meal of Pesach,
this great story is retold as part of the Jewish liturgy. Special foods and customs bring the
story to life. The most important food is matzah, which is unleavened bread. The Jews left
Egypt in such great haste that they did not have time to wait for their bread dough to rise
before they baked it. There are other ritual foods of Passover. Bitter herbs, such as
horseradish root, are eaten to recall bitter slavery.. Fresh spring greens, such as lettuce and
parsley, are dipped in salt water, representing the tears of the people. Haroset, a mixture of
chopped fruits, nuts, spices and wine reminds
each family of the bricks and mortar uses by the
slaves in their force labor. The shankbone of a
lamb is put on the table as a sign of the blood that
protected the firstborn on the terrible last night of
their enslavement. A roasted egg serves as a
symbod of rebirth.
At the Sedar meal, the youngest child asks,
“Why is this night different from all aother
night?” The answer to this question is the story
of Passover. A special cup of wine is set aside
for the prophet Elijah, who will someday return
to prepare the world for the Messiah. The front
door is opened to welcome Elijah. Perhaps the
prophet is there, standing in the spring moonlight.
Celebrating Pesach is not just a history lesson. Rather, it is a living event, a mystery to
be entered into, an experience here and now of God’s gift of freedom. The Passover meal
ends with the call, “Next year in Jerusalem!” Next year may all people be free!

† Transforming Stewardship
“Set your minds on things that are above, not on
things that are on earth.”
Colossians 3:2

D

o you put God first in all things? Possessions,
money, power, ego can easily become gods to
many of us. Do a quick check of what is important to
you. Is God at the very top of the list? If not, your
priorities need to be re-adjusted. Don’t let earthly things
become a god before God.
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† This Sunday’s Readings
He Is Risen!
Acts 10:34-43
n this lesson Peter realizes that the good news of the gospel is meant for all people, and he
proclaims the crucified and risen Jesus. At first Peter was slow to believe that God wanted
him to bring the word to a non-Jew. But God has shown this to be the divine will, and Peter
gladly responds to Cornelius, a Roman centurion, together with his family and friends. The
risen Jesus has appeared to chosen witnesses, and all who trust in him receive forgiveness of sins
in his name.
Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24
Festival hymn sung in procession in praise of the Lord’s salvation and deliverance from
death.
Colossians 3:1-4
John 20:1-18
Those who have shared in the experience of Christ’s
resurrection are to set their minds on the things that are above.
As the Word descended
Although disciples still live on earth in anticipation of the glory to
from the Father and
come, in another sense they have already died to their former ways
of sin. This true meaning and destiny of their lives is hidden with
became flesh at the start of
Christ in God.
John's Gospel, Mary is
John 20:1-18
Our gospel tells of the discovery of the empty tomb and Jesus’
experiencing the reverse
appearance to Mary Magdalene. While it is still dark, Mary comes
process - of the flesh
and finds that the stone used to cover the tomb has been moved
away. She runs and brings Peter and another disciple whom Jesus
becoming Word.
loved. Although no human eye catches sight of Jesus’ rising from
death, these first witnesses see the discarded grave wrappings and
the other disciple perceives and believes. Mary remains weeping at the graveside and talks with
a man she assumes to be the gardener. He speaks her name, and she knows her Lord.

I

† Pick Up Your Copy Today!
Synthesis CE Study Guides for each weeks readings will
be available at the back of the church.

† Sermon Shorts

D

on’t walk it alone. To replay all our sermons,
audio and videos follow this link for The
Sunday Sermons. Check out our sermon archives as
well.
13

14

I

† Your Prayers Are Requested For…

t is such an intimate time when praying for the health and well being of others and
such a privilege. The people that we lift up to The Lord are part of our hearts for all
time. Please pray for…
.....Fr. George Hall and other parishioners
convalescing in extended care facilities.
.....St. Andrew’s, Meriden; Christ Church, Middle
Haddam; St. George’s, Middlebury; Holy Trinity,
Middletown.
.....Revival at St. Paul’s and the greater Danbury area.
.....Collaborative ministries, Ministry Networks,
ECCT Regions and Region Missionaries..
.....Brenda Darling, Ginny Beck, Jean Stauffer,
Clayton Ferry, Gary Stein, Ed Licence, Sue Balla, Rose Barrett, Lorraine Estok, Jim
Megura, Jay Lawrence, Alex, Teresa Stacchiotti, Roger Kovacs, Mary DeAnzeris;
Michele Sarver & Lee Rybos, continued healing. .....the safe return of Denise’s dog.
.....the people of Jamaica; the people of Dominica; the Diocese of Mount Kenya West (Kenya) The Rt Revd Joseph Kagunda; and our sister and brother members of the Philippine
Independent Church.
.....Christians in the Middle East facing persecution at the hands of ISIS forces. Pray also
for radical Muslims throughout the world to come to know Jesus Christ.
.....Michael for protection from mortar attacks in Somalia with the UN peacekeeping
service.
…..Loaves & Fishes Hospitality in New Milford, the recipient of our food basket collections
for the month of April.
.....St. Paul's Lutheran Church, Danbury, a congregational partner of the Jericho Partnership.
.....Drew Ross, healing of major surgery for throat cancer; and Joe, who is undergoing
treatment for Lymphoma.
.....The Oppressed.
.....Mary Nigro, Bill Nigro’s mother, recovering from a broken hip.
.....Rose Barrett, speedy recovery to her wrist from a recent fall.
.....Debbi Pomeroy, rapid healing of several broken bones in her hand so that she can return
to work.
.....Cathy Schrull, healing, and peace and comfort during her treatments.

† This & That & Links

(Click on pictures or red links for more info)

Links We Like
Things That Make You Think
Back Issues
of Sword
Points
Sounds of
the Cross
Check out this
video for
haunting
sounds and
sights of Holy
Week.
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Random Fact of the Week!

D

id you know ... that the
immovable ladder has remained in
the same place at the Church of the Holy
Sepulchre since the 18th century?

†

It Takes An Editorial Board
Contributors to this Weeks
Sword Points:

M

ary Allen, Chris Barrett, Ray Ferro,
Steve Hemming, Diane Loring, Bill
Loring, Lois Hunt, Beth Miller, Nicole
O’Connors, Patrick
O’Connors, Mary
Perry, Ken Perry,
Kirsten Peterson,
Debbi Pomeroy,
Reyna Sampson,
John Sarver, Joe
Shepley, Tara
Shepley, David
Szen, Pam Szen,
John Tuthill, Don
Winkley and Gail
Winkley.
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Just For Fun !
(And Christian Fellowship)

