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† Opening the Eyes of Our Hearts
“Blessed are those who have not seen yet have come to believe.” John 20:29
Dear Friends in the Resurrection,

W

e see by faith, not by sight. Our faith is a mysterious awakening where
we are led to put our trust in God, not in the strength of our own ability
to believe. God does the work of bringing us to believe, and when we are
feeling faithless, God is ever carrying us.

This Sunday, we will hear about the one often called
"Doubting Thomas," and consider the role of hard
evidence versus the gift of faith as our guest
preacher, Seminarian Tara Shepley, ties faith into
Jesus' gift of peace.

Also this Sunday, our First Communion class will
begin between services. This year we have a full
class, and how exciting it will be to learn together!

May these forty days of the Easter season afford us
the recognition that God is opening the eyes of our
hearts, and how blessed we are who believe without
having to see.

Easter blessings,

† Thomas, My Identical Cousin

by John Tuthhill

Jesus said to him, "Thomas, because you have seen Me, you have
believed. Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have believed."

- John 20:29

I

would never want to be caught presuming to say that the Apostle Thomas is, in any
way, my twin. That would be a little bit much. But, I MIGHT dare to go so far as to
say that Jesus gives both Thomas and me our own made to order, "Ok-This-Is-Your-StopYour-Doubting-Already-And-Just-Trust-In-Me" kinds of moments. Let me explain.
When the apostles names are listed in the Bible, they
appear in pairs. And by the inspiration of the Holy
Spirit, these pairings have been said to show that these
pairs are linked for a reason. Looking at the lists
(Matthew 10:3, Mark 3:18, Luke 6:15), Thomas' pairing
is with Matthew the tax collector. Matthew seems to be
one of the most unlikely of followers Jesus would select
for many reasons. But, he is linked with Thomas
(whose name actually means "Twin", sometimes called
"Didymus" in Greek and meaning the same). Many
have speculated that Thomas may have been a twin
brother of Matthew. Thomas the Twin is also at this
time of year referred to as "Doubting Thomas" - but he
was also the strongest of all believers, just as the same.
Yes, he had some
struggle against his
doubts, but also he is
shown in the Bible to be a man more than ready to be the
first to abandon his doubts at every opportunity.
It has been said that doubt is actually not the opposite
of faith. The opposite of faith can be unbelief and that is
an extremely important distinction. For example, I think
of John the Baptist while in prison, he was the one who
exclaimed that Jesus was the "Lamb of God," began to
have doubts and sent his followers to ask about who
Jesus was (Matt 11:1-6). Jesus did not criticize John for any lack
of faith, but just reminded him of scripture and how He was
fulfilling the same. God will likewise not condemn us for doubt
but instead lovingly help find the answers to our questions and doubts. Each week,
my "twin" moment with Thomas comes in the Eucharist, in communion, with my St. Paul's
family. I am so thankful for you!
- Thanks be to God!
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† In the Beginning Was the Word

The
E
Rector’s
Forum

ach Sunday at 9:30, the Rector's Forum
continues with the Gospel of John. The last of
the four Gospels to be written, it emphasizes Jesus' full
divinity within a deeply theological framework while
being accessible to all.
Please join us in the Guild Room for this exciting
Bible study, and expect to be transformed by the Living Word.

“I

came so that they can have life
and have it to the full,” says Jesus
earlier in John’s gospel. This Sunday
we hear that these are written so
that “you will come to believe …
and … have life in his name.” A
faithful Christian shows
this full life by the way
they live out their daily
lives. As they say; “There’s no
life like it!”

† This Week at St. Paul’s
Thu, Apr 20 Sat, Apr 22

-

5:45 pm
7:30 pm
7:30 am
7:30 am
9:30 am
10:30 am

-

8:00 am
9:30 am
9:30 am
10:30 am
10:30 am
7:00 pm

-

9:15 am
5:45 pm
7:15 pm
10:00 am
7:30 am
7:30 am
9:30 am

-

8:00 am
9:30 am
9:30 am
10:30 am
10:30 am

-

Second Sunday of Easter

Sun, Apr 23 -

Mon, Apr 24 Tue, Apr 25 -

Wed, Apr 26 Sat, Apr 29 -

Boot Camp, Crocker Hall
Music Night, Sanctuary
Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Crocker Hall
John 21:12 Group, Theo’s Diner, New Milford
PraiseMoves, Crocker Hall
St. Paul’s Quilter’s, Crocker Hall

Third Sunday of Easter

Sun, Apr 30 -

Click Below to

Traditional Holy Communion (LiveStream)
Rector’s Forum, Guild Room
First Communion Class, Level 2 Classroom
Sunday School
Contemporary Holy Communion (LiveStream
Men’s Bible Study, Crocker Hall (LiveStream)
St. Mark, Evangelist
Ladies Bible Study, Guild Room
Boot Camp, Crocker Hall
Boy Scouts Troop 5, Crocker Hall
Holy Communion & Healing
Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Crocker Hall
John 21:12 Group, Theo’s Diner, New Milford
PraiseMoves, Guild Room
Traditional Holy Communion (LiveStream)
Rector’s Forum, Guild Room
First Communion Class, Level 2 Classroom
Sunday School
Contemporary Holy Communion (LiveStream)

Click Below to
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Our summer mission trip is less than 10 weeks away and this week we’ll
kick off our final fundraiser for the trip. This year we are asking for
sponsors for each of the students. As a sponsor we are asking that you
commit to praying for your student and writing a letter of support for
them to read on the trip, along with making a contribution towards the
cost of the trip. Please prayerfully consider being a sponsor for one of
the seven students attending this summers trip and sign up during coffee
hour.
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† Sunday School Lessons
 Early Elementary
 Unit 20: Jesus’ Friends Show His Love
 Bible Basis: Dorcas help others, and
Peter helps her (Acts 9:36-41).
 Lesson Focus: Jesus’ friends help
others.
 Memory Verse: As I have loved you, so you must
love one another. John 13:34
 Upper Elementary
 Unit 21: How Believers Live
 Bible Basis: A bold Peter preaches after receiving the Holy Spirit at
Pentecost (Acts 1:4-5; 2:1-47).
 Lesson Focus: The Holy Spirit gives us power to do bold things for God.
 Memory Verse: God did not give us a spirit of timidity, but a spirit of
power, of love and of self-
discipline. 2 Timothy 1:7

Starts This
Sunday

† Men’s Study Returns

H

uman suffering, divine
sovereignty and the quest to
understand God's will: these are topics
we will wrestle with as our Monday
Men's Bible Study begins again.
Starting April 24th, the men's bible
study will study the Book of Job each
Monday from 7-8 pm. Please join us in
this verse by verse study as we plumb
the depths of God's word together.
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Children’s Easter Celebration
A HUGE Easter Egg Hunt Thank You!
We want to extend a huge thank you to the many volunteers that made the egg hunt possible this year. We had a record
number of children participating and everyone had a fantastic time celebrating together. Thank you to the Williams family
for stuffing and hiding eggs. Thank you to Kathi DeSanti and her daughter Danielle for stuffing and hiding eggs and
providing the delicious cupcake cone treats. Thank you to Ken and Mary Perry and Addie the comfort dog for delivering
the lesson. Thank you to Heidi and RJ Duckett for putting together the adorable Easter goodie bags and to the Chaleski
family for staying to help us clean up. We appreciate you all taking the time and energy to assist us in putting on this
event.

SCHOOL
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† Garden Angels Needed

elp is needed for the garden in front of the church. If you enjoy
gardening, and have a little time to spare, please consider becoming
a "garden angel." Now that we have irrigation, pruning, weeding,
deadheading, and seasonal cleanups are our main tasks, along with watering
the pots. Days and times are very flexible! If you would like more information please feel
free to call Mary Beth Durkin (203-297-5382) or Diane Froelick (704-609-6502).

The Judas Tree

A

nglican theologian Ruth Etchalls
imagines the emotion of Jesus
toward one particular enemy in the time
between the Crucifixion and the
Resurrection. It is called The Judas
Tree.

My Father gave me twelve good men
And all of them I kept
Though one betrayed and one denied
Some fled and others slept
In three days' time I must return
To make the others glad
But first I had to come to Hell
And share the death you had
My tree will grow in place of yours
Its roots lie here as well
There is no final victory
Without this soul from Hell"

In Hell there grew a Judas Tree
Where Judas hanged and died
Because he could not bear to see
His master crucified

So when we all condemned him
As of every traitor worst
Remember that of all his men
Our Lord forgave him first.

Our Lord descended into Hell
And found his Judas there
For ever hanging on the tree
Grown from his own despair
So Jesus cut his Judas down
And took him in his arms
"It was for this I came" he said
"And not to do you harm

† Pray It Up

N

otice the Red and White prayer request cards in the
pew? Each Sunday, fill out your request, put it in the
red bowl on the table on the way to communion. Then take a
card from the bowl either right then or after service. Pray for
that request for one week. How comforting to know that your
request is being prayed for and that you are praying for
someone else’s! You might just be praying for the person
sitting next to you! Or, if you’d prefer - please send your
request to St. Paul’s at prayingnow2@gmail.com!
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† Vestry Meeting
March 13th
Opening: Mary Perry opened the meeting
with prayer at 7:35 pm. John Tuthill led a
Bible study after first telling about a visit he
had from the Mormans. He enjoyed talking
faith with them, found them to be committed
people, although misguided. John’s study
was on testimony, how it must always be
measured against the word of God. 1John 5:9
-12 and Romans 10:16-19.
Lois Hunt gave her testimony; that she
attended St. Paul’s all her life and was
always a believer in Jesus Christ as her
savior, but had an epiphany as a young adult.
Lois witnessed to the strength and comfort
she received throughout her life during
difficult times, both from Jesus and from her
strong community.
The February minutes were approved with
the following additions: New Business: John
Tuthill has followed up on parishioners’
requests for large print editions of the 1982

Treasurer’s Report:
February income was
below 2016’s income, but
should be over due to a
large donation. Investments
are up $30,000 YTD from end of last year.
Committee Reports: Dave Allen reported
for Property that the front walk railing
project is taking a long time but the
committee will resume working on it this
spring, please see attached report. Written
reports submitted by Wellness, Prayer Team,
Stephen Ministry and Beyond the Red Door .
Rector’s Report: The Lenten Soup
Supper/Study is off to a great start with 40+
people in attendance. The Vestry Retreat
will be focused on Eph 4, equipping for
ministry.
Old Business: The Vestry Retreat Agenda
was reviewed and details of the
retreat were gone over. Please pray
for God’s hand on all we do at the
retreat.
New Business: There was no new
business.

hymnal. John Tuthill asked about
Palestinian Christians selling olive wood
carvings at a future St. Paul’s coffee hour.
This request was forwarded to the Mission
Committee.

Closing: The meeting was closed with
prayer at 9:30 pm.
Respectfully submitted,
Lois Hunt, Clerk of the Vestry

"Do not repay evil
with evil or insult
with insult, but with
_________, because to this you were called so that you may inherit a blessing."
1 Peter 3:9 NIV

H

ow often are we like
Thomas the doubter?
What does it take for us to
say, “My Lord and my God”? Part
of the follower’s life is consciously to
read the stories in scripture, being
actively part of a faith community,
and through prayer, creating a one
on one relationship with our Savior.
Hopefully, then, we will be thankful
to call ourselves part of the faithful
who “have not seen yet believe.”
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† Scholarly Speaking
On the First Day of the Week

W

hile each of the four Gospels provides different
details about our Lord’s Resurrection, they all begin
their narratives by dating this event on the first day of the
week. We usually simply assume that this refers to the day
we call Sunday and, given the context, that is almost certainly
true, but various historic cultures have used ‘weeks’ ranging
from three to thirteen days.* Seven days, however, was the
norm in Israel and in the Near East generally, it is found in
Greek literature for several centuries before Christ, and had
come into general use through most of the Roman Empire by
the first century.† The designation of Sunday as the first day
is clear from the Biblical provision for the seventh day
Sabbath, and was also common in the Græco-Roman world,
probably because of its association with the Sun - the most
prominent heavenly body.‡
While early (Jewish) Christians continued to observe the
Saturday Sabbath,§
it soon appears that
the First Day became the occasion for Christians
to gather for worship. Paul’s practice, for
example, was to attend Jewish worship, either in
the synagogue or in smaller gatherings, but on the
two occasions when there is a specific reference to
Christian gatherings these are placed on the first
day. In Revelation, John speaks of receiving his
visions while “in the Spirit” on “the Lord’s
Day” (hemera kyriake - literally ‘Lordly Day’).
This phrase occurs nowhere else in Scripture, but
became common in early Christian writings to
designate Sunday - indeed, Christian usage tended to rename Sunday as the Lord’s Day and
this is reflected in most Latin based languages today.
What then is the relationship between this Lord’s Day / First Day
and the Sabbath. Christians have certainly differed on this. Some, like
the Seventh Day Adventists, have essentially reverted to the old
Sabbath and dismissed the First Day. Others, especially in the Puritan
tradition, have sought to transfer the old Sabbath rules to their
observance of the Lord’s Day - this is the origin of the New England
‘blue laws’. The majority of Christian writers, ancient and modern,
have held that the Sabbath, like circumcision and dietary laws, is
instructive to us but not binding, and this seems to rather clearly be
Paul’s own position.

D

o you have a question you
would like answered by our
Scholar-in-Residence? Send your
ecclesiastical, liturgical, doctrinal,
historical or other inquiries to:
Stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com.

H
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- Fr. Bill Loring, Scholar in Residence

______________________________________________________
*
Wikipedia, s.v. week.
†
Ibid.
‡
Wikipedia, s.v. Names of the days of the week. In Jewish usage only
the Sabbath was named, the other days were simply designated by
number, thus the use of this phrase clearly links to the Jewish
nomenclature.

ow long was it after Jesus first appeared to the disciples that he
appeared to them again?
a) 3 days b) 1 week c) 40 days
John 20:26 NIV

† Happy Birthday to You!

A

shley Williams, Audrey Powell & Carol Gurski celebrate
today! Friday is the big day for Christopher Boyce.
Alexander Binder will be blowing out candles on Sunday. Throw a
party on Monday for Ian Loring & Pam Szen. Michael Chengeri will
be another year older and wiser on Wednesday. Have a blessed day
everyone!

† Transforming Stewardship
“Jesus came and stood among them and said to them, ‘Peace be
with you.’” John 20:19

A

re you good at making people feel welcome? When you
meet someone new, a new neighbor, a new work colleague,
a new parishioner, do you make them feel at home? Many of us
can probably do a much better job at this. When we make people
feel welcome, we make them feel like they are included instead of
being excluded. A simple “hello” and a smile goes a long way.

T

hank you, Darin Crocker for applying a
fresh coat of paint on our front door in time
for Easter!

A

s part of our outreach, St. Paul’s
donates gift cards and nonperishable items to six area food pantries.
The non-perishable items are provided by
our generous congregation
and are truly appreciated.
Donations for the food pantry
can be left in the basket at the
back of the church. Delivery
is made to one food pantry
each month. Thank you.
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COFFEE HOUR HOSTS
Apr 23rd 8 am - Maier’s
Apr 30th 8 am - Kovac’s
May 7th 8 am - Ferro’s

10:30 am - Amy Tilford
10:30 am - DeSanti / Pascoa
10:30 am - Raegan Guglielmo
Contact Mary Allen at
203-775-6633 or
chamla@charter.net.

† Art in the Christian Tradition
The Incredulity of Thomas

1308-1311
Di Buoninsegna Duccio, d. 1319
Museo dell’Opera del Duomo (Siena, Italy)

T

he Maestà, or Maestà of Duccio is an
altarpiece composed of many
individual paintings commissioned by the
city of Siena in 1308 from the artist
Duccio di Buoninsegna, from which
several panels are now dispersed or
lost. The front panels make up a large
enthroned Madonna and Child with
saints and angels, and a predella of the
Childhood of Christ with prophets.
The reverse has the rest of a
combined cycle of the Life of the
Virgin and Life of Christ in a total of
forty-three small scenes. Though it
took a generation for its effect truly to
be felt, Duccio's Maestà set Italian
painting on a course leading away
from the hieratic representations of
Byzantine art towards more direct
presentations of reality. -- from
Wikipedia
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† This Sunday’s Readings
Receive the Spirit
Acts 2:14a,22-32
n this lesson Peter preaches the fundamental message of the resurrection. The time is just
after the Pentecost experience and the coming of the Holy Spirit. The author of Acts
presents a picture of Peter in Jerusalem telling the news about Jesus of Nazareth. Speaking to a
Jewish audience, Peter seeks to show that a passage from the Psalms that promises protection
from the powers of death could not have applied to King David, but instead was a prophecy
about Jesus’ resurrection.

I

Psalm 16
Contentment, refuge, and joy are found in the presence of the
Lord, and God’s faithful servant will not be abandoned at death.
1 Peter 1:3-9
This reading tells of the new birth Christians have received
through baptism which brings them a living hope through Jesus’
resurrection and an imperishable inheritance. The letter is
addressed to former pagans living in the country we now know as
Turkey. They have been experiencing some form of persecution.
They are encouraged to regard their trials as a testing, and to think
of their faith as more precious than gold, which passes purified and
unharmed through fire.
John 20:19-31
Our gospel presents two appearances of the risen Lord to his
disciples. The first takes place on the very evening of the day of
his resurrection. The disciples are gathered in fear, but Jesus

John 20:19-31
John doesn't care what we see
with our eyeballs. He wants us to
SEE with our inner eye who
Jesus really is. That is why he has
written these signs for us. That in
SEEing, we might believe; and in
believing, we might have the life
that is in Jesus.

† Pick Up Your Copy Today!
Synthesis CE Study Guides for each weeks readings will
be available at the back of the church.

† Sermon Shorts

F

aith, Hope and Love. To replay all our sermons,
audio and videos follow this link for The Sunday
Sermons. Check out our sermon archives as well.
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Got Mulch?
Help Nick Janofsky
raise funds
for his Boy Scout
Troop!

24th

(Brookfield Only)

Nick Janofsky
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† Your Prayers Are Requested For…

t is such an intimate time when praying for the health and well being of others and
such a privilege. The people that we lift up to The Lord are part of our hearts for all
time. Please pray for…
.....Fr. George Hall and other parishioners
convalescing in extended care facilities.
.....St. Andrew’s, Milford; St. Peter’s, Milford; Trinity,
Milton.
.....Revival at St. Paul’s and the greater Danbury area.
.....Parishes in transition, transition teams, interim
clergy.
.....Brenda Darling, Ginny Beck, Jean & John
Stauffer, Clayton Ferry, Gary Stein, Ed Licence,
Sue Balla, Rose Barrett, Lorraine Estok, Jim Megura, Jay Lawrence, Alex, Teresa
Stacchiotti, Mary DeAnzeris, Michele Sarver & Lee Rybos, continued healing. .....the
safe return of Denise’s dog.
.....the people of Kiribati; the people of East Timor; the Diocese of Mumbai (Form.
Bombay) - (North India) The Rt Revd Prakash Patole; and our sister and brother members
of the National Baptist Convention of America, Inc.
.....Christians in the Middle East facing persecution at the hands of ISIS forces. Pray also
for radical Muslims throughout the world to come to know Jesus Christ.
.....Michael for protection from mortar attacks in Somalia with the UN peacekeeping
service.
…..Loaves & Fishes Hospitality in New Milford, the recipient of our food basket collections
for the month of April.
.....Trinity Christian Tabernacle, Danbury, CT., Danbury, a congregational partner of the
Jericho Partnership.
.....Drew Ross, healing of major surgery for throat cancer; and Joe, who is undergoing
treatment for Lymphoma.
.....The Oppressed.
.....Mary Nigro, Bill Nigro’s mother, recovering from a broken hip.
.....Rose Barrett, speedy recovery to her wrist from a recent fall.
.....Debbi Pomeroy, rapid healing of several broken bones in her hand so that she can return
to work.
.....Cathy Schrull, healing, and peace and comfort during her treatments.

† This & That & Links

(Click on pictures or red links for more info)

Links We Like
Things That Make You Think
Back Issues of Sword Points

God Doesn't Owe
You Anything
When we’re going
through hard times, it’s
easy to think we deserve
better from God. In this
video, Fr. Mike uses a
compelling story from
the book of Daniel to
exemplify the
challenging but proper
response to adversity.
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Just For Fun !

(And Christian Fellowship)

Random Fact of
the Week!

D

id you know ... that
the Michelin Man has a
name - Bibendum, though close
friends call him simply “Bib”?

†

It Takes An Editorial Board
Contributors to this Weeks
Sword Points:

M

ary Allen, Chris Barrett, Ray Ferro,
Steve Hemming, Diane Loring, Bill
Loring, Lois Hunt, Beth Miller, Nicole
O’Connors, Patrick
O’Connors, Mary
Perry, Ken Perry,
Kirsten Peterson,
Debbi Pomeroy,
Reyna Sampson,
John Sarver, Joe
Shepley, Tara
Shepley, David
Szen, Pam Szen,
John Tuthill, Don
Winkley and Gail
Winkley.
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