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Dear Friends,

O

ur Epistle reading for this Sunday directs us to love one
another as an outflow of new spiritual birth in Christ.

Last Monday evening
our men's bible study began the
Book of Job. Our first time
back together since February,
we had the most wonderful time
studying, sharing and laughing.
Yes, one can laugh even when
studying the very somber book
of Job! Why? Because the
love of God leads us to love
Jesus, and one another, deeply
from the heart with pure joy.
How might we further love one
another through our church
family? Where will we see joy
made complete in Christ in our midst? Enter in more deeply to
the ministries growing among us, and may this Easter season see
divine love bloom anew through the Body of Christ.
Faithfully,

St. Paul’s Church
174 Whisconier Road
Brookfield, Connecticut 06804
(203) 775-9587

www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com
The Rev. Joseph Shepley, Rector
Beth Miller, Parish Office Coordinator
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† In the Beginning Was the Word

The
E
Rector’s
Forum

ach Sunday at 9:30, the Rector's Forum
continues with the Gospel of John. The last of
the four Gospels to be written, it emphasizes Jesus' full
divinity within a deeply theological framework while
being accessible to all.
Please join us in the Guild Room for this exciting
Bible study, and expect to be transformed by the Living Word.

I

sn’t it interesting how these two disciples of Jesus
don’t recognize him at first? They come to
recognize him after he has “interpreted every passage
of scripture” and then took bread, blessed and broke
it, and “started passing it to them.” Jesus makes
himself known to us in many ways, but a faithful
follower will always look for their clues by
referring to scripture and take part in the
Eucharist.

† This Week at St. Paul’s
Thu, Apr 27 Sat, Apr 29

-

5:45 pm
7:30 pm
7:30 am
7:30 am
9:30 am

-

8:00 am
9:30 am
9:30 am
10:30 am
10:30 am

-

Third Sunday of Easter

Sun, Apr 30 -

Mon, May 1 Tue, May 2 Wed, May 3 Thu, May 4 -

Sat, May 6 -

Boot Camp, Crocker Hall
Music Night, Sanctuary
Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Crocker Hall
John 21:12 Group, Theo’s Diner, New Milford
PraiseMoves, Guild Room

7:00 pm
7:00 pm
9:15 am
5:45 pm
7:15 pm
10:00 am
5:45 pm
7:30 pm
7:30 pm
7:30 pm
7:30 am
7:30 am
9:30 am

Traditional Holy Communion (LiveStream)
Rector’s Forum, Guild Room
First Communion Class, Level 2 Classroom
Sunday School
Contemporary Holy Communion (LiveStream)
St. Philip & St. James, Apostles
- Stephen Ministry, Guild Room
- Men’s Bible Study, Crocker Hall (LiveStream)
- Ladies Bible Study, Guild Room
- Boot Camp, Crocker Hall
- Boy Scouts Troop 5, Crocker Hall
- Holy Communion & Healing
- Boot Camp, Crocker Hall
- Mission Committee, Guild Room
- Property Committee, Classroom
- Music Night, Sanctuary
- Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Crocker Hall
- John 21:12 Group, Theo’s Diner, New Milford
- PraiseMoves, Crocker Hall

Fourth Sunday of Easter

Sun, May 7 8:00 am
9:30 am
9:30 am
10:30 am
10:30 am

-

Click Below to

Click Below to

Traditional Holy Communion (LiveStream)
Rector’s Forum, Guild Room
First Communion Class, Level 2 Classroom
Sunday School
Contemporary Holy Communion (LiveStream)
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† Heartburn 101

In

Kitchen Scene with
Supper at Emmaus,
Rijck, 1605
(Look in the upper
right corner.)

by John Tuthhill

the Gospel reading this Sunday, two disciples are walking from Jerusalem to a
place called Emmaus and it is the third day after Jesus was crucified. A stranger
joins them as they walk - the resurrected Jesus - although they "were kept from recognizing
Him" (Luke 24:16). The stranger asks, So... “What are you talking about as you walk?”
The two disciples stand stock still at such a question. Too saddened to continue walking
and their faces are downcast, they simply do not even know where to begin. One of them
manages to ask the stranger in return if he is the only one in all of Jerusalem that does not
know what has just happened in the past few days. Ironic! Asking that of this particular
stranger - He is the ONLY one in Jerusalem that fully DOES know what has happened!
Jesus responds, “‘How foolish you are, and how slow of heart to believe all that the
prophets have spoken! Did not the Christ have to suffer these things and then enter his
glory?’ And beginning with Moses and all the Prophets, he explained to them what was
said in all the Scriptures concerning himself.” (Luke 24:25-27). He is the Author of it, after
all!
So, the three keep walking for perhaps another two hours (estimating by the distance)
and Jesus tells them on their way about all of Scriptures that pointed to Jesus. They still do
not know this IS Jesus. Finally arriving at Emmaus, the two disciples stop to eat and ask the
stranger to join them. He does, and as He
gives thanks, He breaks the bread and
gives it to them. This is what causes
finally “their eyes were opened” (verse
31), and they know it is Jesus, raised from
the dead.
“Were not our hearts burning within
us while he talked?” they ask each other
(in verse 32). A "heart-burning" feeling
is something we also might feel as the
Word is broken open during study or at a
service. But the strength of the feeling
was not (is not?) what opens the "eyes of
our hearts" - that seems to require Jesus
Himself taking that action; as He breaks
the bread, as He speaks our name. Mary
also only recognized the Risen Jesus at
the tomb when He simply said her name.
Thank God for His "living and active"
Word (Hebrews 4:12).
I rejoice that He opens our ears to hear and our eyes to see at St. Paul's. The cup that
would be the one of God's wrath becomes instead the cup of God's mercy and life itself Good News indeed!
- Thanks be to God!
The clouds lifted from his feelings of complete defeat, depression, and despair:
"In the evening I went very unwillingly to a society in Aldersgate Street,
where one was reading Luther's preface to the Epistle to the Romans. About a
quarter before nine, while the leader was describing the change which God
works in the heart through faith in Christ, I felt my heart
strangely warmed. I felt I did trust in Christ alone for salvation; and an assurance was given me that He had taken away
my sins, even mine, and saved me from the law of sin and
death."
-John Wesley (1703-1791) - From His Journal: May 24, 1738
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Our summer mission trip is less than 9 weeks away and we’re into our
final fundraiser for the trip. This year we are asking for sponsors for
each of the students. As a sponsor we are asking that you commit to
praying for your student and writing a letter of support for them to
read on the trip, along with making a contribution towards the cost of
the trip. Please prayerfully consider being a sponsor for one of the
seven students attending this summers trip and sign up during coffee
hour.

What did Jesus eat in the presence of his disciples after his resurrection?
a) Fish b) Grain c) Spaghetti d) Chick-fil-A Luke 24:40-43 NIV
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† Sunday School Lessons
 Early Elementary
 Unit 20: Jesus’ Friends Show His Love
 Bible Basis: Seven helpers are chosen so
widows won’t be neglected (Acts 6:1-7)
 Lesson Focus: God gives us different jobs.
 Memory Verse: As I have loved you, so you must love one another. John
13:34
 Upper Elementary
 Unit 21: How Believers Live
 Bible Basis: A bold Peter preaches
after receiving the Holy Spirit at
Pentecost (Acts 1:4-5;; 2:1-47).
 Lesson Focus: The Holy Spirit gives us power to do bold things for God.
 Memory Verse: God did not give us a spirit of timidity, but a spirit of
power, of love and of self-discipline. 2 Timothy 1:7

† Would You Make A Dream Come True?

O

n the main bulletin board in the Sunday School hallway, we have put up a teacher wish list. These are all
items that our teachers would like to put to good use in their Sunday School classroom. Some items on the board right now are a
first aid kit for the hallway, a magnetic, chalkboard easel for the
nursery and a poster of the Nicene Creed! If you would like to
support the work they do with our children each week, please
take a star, record your contact information and bring that item to
the church with you one week. You can place all items on the
bookcase in the Sunday School hallway. A big thank you to
Kathy Whipple who recently provided a set of magnetic letters
and numbers for our nursery and to Sue Balla who generously
provided a cushion for the nursery's rocking chair! Thank you
both for your support.

† Men’s Study Returns

H

uman suffering, divine
sovereignty and the quest to
understand God's will: these are topics
we wrestle with in our Monday Men's
Bible Study. The men are currently
studying the Book of Job each Monday
from 7-8 pm. Please join us in this
verse by verse study as we plumb the
depths of God's word together. Each
sessions is available on LiveStream and
YouTube.
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H

† Garden Angels Needed

elp is needed for the garden in front of the church. If you enjoy gardening, and
have a little time to spare, please consider becoming a "garden angel." Now
that we have irrigation, pruning, weeding, deadheading, and seasonal cleanups are our
main tasks, along with watering the pots. Days and times are very flexible! If you
would like more information please feel free to call Mary Beth Durkin (203-297-5382)
or Diane Froelick (704-609-6502).
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† This Date on the Church Calendar
Monday, May 1st

Saint Philip and Saint James, Apostles

T

he two apostles commemorated on this day are among those
about whom little is known, except for their mention in the
Gospels. James the Less is so called to distinguish him from James
the son of Zebedee and from James “the brother of the Lord,” or
perhaps to indicate youth or lack of stature. He is known to us from
the list of the Twelve, where he is called James the son of Alpheus.
He may also be the person referred to in Mark’s Gospel as James the
younger, who, with his mother Mary and the other women, watched
the crucifixion from a distance.
hilip figures in several important incidents in Jesus’ ministry as reported in John’s
Gospel. There we read that Jesus called Philip soon after calling Andrew and Peter.
Philip, in turn, found his friend Nathanael, and convinced him to come and see Jesus,
the Messiah. Later, when Jesus saw the hungry crowd, he asked
Philip, “How are we to buy bread, so that these people may
eat?” (John 6:5). Philip’s practical response, “Two hundred denarii
would not buy enough bread for each of them to get a little” (John
6:7), was the prelude to the feeding of the multitude with the loaves
and fishes. In a later incident in John’s Gospel, some Greeks came to
Philip asking to see Jesus. At the Last Supper, Philip’s request,
“Lord, show us the Father, and we shall be satisfied,” evokes the
response, “Have I been with you so long, and yet you do not know
me, Philip? He who has seen me has seen the Father” (John 14:8, 9).

P

A

s part of our outreach, St. Paul’s donates gift cards and nonperishable items to six area food pantries. The nonperishable items are provided by our generous congregation and are
truly appreciated. Donations for the food pantry can be left in the
basket at the back of the church. Delivery is made to one food
pantry each month. Thank you.

Jesus appeared to two men on the road to Emmaus;
we only know the name of one. Name him.
a) Cleopas b) Simon c) John
Luke 24:13-18 NIV

I
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n the road to Emmaus story, Jesus appeared and walked
with the disciples, but they did not recognize him. How
often is God with us, and we fail to recognize his hand
in our lives? Their recognition came
later when he blessed and broke the
bread. Our faithful attendance at the
Eucharist can be an “eye opener” for us,
too. As Hymn 343 says, “Be known to us
in the breaking bread.”

† Forsake All For The Sake Of The Call

by Steve Hemming

“So likewise, whoever of you does not forsake all that he has cannot be My disciple.”
Luke 14:33

D

efinitions for the word forsake include: to quit or leave entirely, abandon, to give
up, or renounce. In the scripture above, Jesus didn’t mince words; if we are to
follow Him, we must be willing to give up everything. Earlier in the book of Luke, Jesus
told his disciples; “If anyone desires to come after Me, let him deny himself, and take up his
cross daily, and follow Me. For whoever desires to save his life will lose it, but whoever
loses his life for My sake will save it. For what profit is it to a man if he gains the whole
world, and is himself destroyed or lost?” (Luke
9:23-25)
What are you holding onto that is preventing
you from forsaking all and following Jesus?
Are you afraid that if you let go and lose
everything for His sake, you’ll end up with
nothing? The Apostle Peter considered this
possibility when he asked Jesus, “we have left
all and followed You. Therefore, what shall we
have?” (Matthew 19:27) Our Lord responded
by telling His disciples; “everyone who has left
houses or brothers or sisters or father or mother
or wife or children or lands, for My name’s
sake, shall receive a hundredfold, and inherit
eternal life” (v. 29).
When we seek after God and put Him first, we will receive our reward, as Jesus
expressed in Matthew 6:33; “But seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness, and
all these things will be added to you.” We are promised that when we seek the Lord, we
will lack no good thing (Psalm 34:10).
As disciples of Christ, we are called to not love the world nor the things in the world (1
John 2:15), but rather urged to conduct our lives without covetousness, and be content with
the things we have, knowing that God will never leave us nor forsake us (Hebrews 13:5).
For God is able to make all grace abound towards us, so that we will always have
sufficiency in all things, and an abundance for every good work (2 Corinthians 9:8).
So, now that we have received the full assurance that God will supply all our needs
according to His riches in glory by Christ Jesus (Philippians
4:19), there is no longer anything holding us back from
following Him. We can go forth with complete confidence in
our Lord, forsaking all for the sake of His call.)
We will abandon it all for the sake of the call
No other reason at all but the sake of the call
Wholly devoted to live and to die
For the sake of the call
"For The Sake Of The Call" – Steven Curtis Chapman
(Click-on title of song to listen)
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Holy Land Revisited
† The Road to Emmaus, But Which One 

O

ne of the more enjoyable aspects of our Holy Land trips is listening to our Israeli
tour guides correctly pronouncing the names of places and things that we have long
ago Anglicized. It can be confusing too. Like the morning on our bus when our guide told
us we were going to “a mouse.” “A mouse?” we asked. “Yes, a mouse. You know, where
Jesus appeared on the road on Easter Sunday with the two
disciples.” LOL, Emmaus in Israel is pronounced “a mouse.”
The village of Emmaus was the setting for one of the most
touching of Christ’s post-Resurrection appearances.
Unfortunately for pilgrims drawn by the account in Luke’s
Gospel, the identity of Emmaus became lost early in the
Christian era. Only in the 21st century are scholars reaching a
consensus favoring a location near Moza (or Motza), on the
western edge of Jerusalem, where there is no commemorative
site to visit.
The Emmaus story is well-known: Two disciples downcast
by the death of Jesus, and confused by reports that his body is
missing, are walking from Jerusalem to Emmaus. They
encounter a stranger who listens to their concerns, then gives
them a Scripture lesson
that makes their “hearts burn within them”.
Finally, as they share the evening meal, he
breaks bread and they recognize him. By then the
risen Christ has disappeared from their sight, and
they immediately hurry back to Jerusalem. (Luke
24:13-35)
Out of several locations for Emmaus proposed
over the centuries, expert opinion is focusing on
Colonia (or Kulonieh), near the modern Jewish
neighborhood of Moza. Excavations instigated by
the New Testament scholar Carsten Peter Thiede at
the location from 2001 to 2004 confirmed the existence of an upper-class, 1st-century
Jewish village which was called Emmaus.
Luke’s Gospel says one of the disciples was named Cleophas. An ancient Christian
tradition says he was the brother of St Joseph, the spouse of the Virgin Mary, and that he
was later stoned to death outside his own house for declaring that his nephew Jesus was the
Messiah foretold by the prophets.
It is believed that the “Mary of Cleophas” who stood by the cross with Jesus’ mother
was the wife of the Emmaus disciple.
The same tradition says the other unnamed disciple was the youngest son of Cleophas,
called Simeon - who later served for 43 years as head of the Judaeo-Christian Church in
Palestine and was martyred at the age of 120.
Several other candidates for the companion of Cleophas have been suggested, including
his wife Mary.
Positively locating the village of Emmaus has been made more difficult by conflicting
distances from Jerusalem given in different texts of Luke’s Gospel.
Most texts (including the earliest) give the distance as 60 stadia, but some give it as 160
(Continued on page 13)
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(Continued from page 12)

Emmaus

stadia. A Roman stadion (the plural is stadia) equals 185 metres.
Sixty stadia would be about 11 kilometres (just under 7 miles) and
160 stadia would be 29.5 kilometres (just over 18 miles).
We went to Nicopolis (also known as Emmaus, Amwas and
Imwas), near Latrun, at the end of the Ayalon Valley, around 160
stadia (30km) from Jerusalem.
Christians in the 4th century considered this the site of Luke’s
Emmaus. St Jerome in one of his letters even implied it had a church
built in the house of Cleophas. The tradition was so strong that it
probably resulted in scribes “correcting” the Gospel text to read 160 rather than 60 stadia.
But around 220, following a delegation led by the prefect of Emmaus, Sextus Iulius
Africanus (a prominent Christian), emperor Elagabalus
gave Emmaus the status of a city and changed its name
to Nicopolis.
The town was wiped out by plague in 639 but, reestablished, became the last station of the Crusaders on
their way to Jerusalem in 1099. By then the
identification with Luke’s Gospel had been lost.
In modern times Amwas/Nicopolis was again
accepted as Emmaus by 19th-century biblical scholar
Edward Robinson. The identification was augmented
by revelations received by Blessed Mariam of Jesus
Crucified, a nun of the Carmelite monastery of
Ruins of Byzantine church restored by Bethlehem. Advocates of Nicopolis raise the possibility
Crusaders.
that the disciples arrived back at Jerusalem the day after
encountering Christ.
The Arab village of Amwas was levelled by Israel following the Six-Day War in 1967.
Its ruins are in Ayalon (or Canada) Park, 2km north of Latrun Junction. North of the
Cistercian monastery at Latrun are ruins of a large Byzantine church with mosaic floors,
within which was built a smaller Crusader church.
Factors against Nicopolis: 1) The distance is much greater than the 60 stadia in the
earliest Gospel texts. 2) It would have been very difficult for the disciples to walk here
from Jerusalem and make the uphill return the same evening before the city gates were shut.
3) The existence of this Emmaus was well-known,
so Luke would not have needed to identify it by
distance.

The Nicopolis site had a series of 1st century
tombs we could go into. Then our guide in a
loud voice shouted, “Tara, come out!”
"For you have been born
again, not of perishable
seed, but of imperishable,
through the living and
enduring _____ of God."
1 Peter 1:23 NIV
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† Transforming Saints of God
Thursday, April 27th

Christina Rossetti
Poet, 1894

C

hristina Rossetti, among the more important poets
of the nineteenth century, was born in 1830 to a
professor and his devout, evangelical wife. Her eldest
sister, Maria, entered an Anglican convent and her poetpainter brother, Dante, was a leading figure in the PreRaphaelite movement of the nineteenth century. She
suffered from poor health most of her life, being
diagnosed variously with tuberculosis or angina and led a
retiring, somewhat cloistered life. In spite of this she
produced an enormous quantity of verse and was in lively
and ongoing conversation with members of Dante’s “Pre-Raphaelite Brotherhood.”
She died of cancer in 1884.
Mid-nineteenth century England, during the Industrial Revolution and the establishment
of the British Empire, experienced enormous political and cultural change and social
displacement. The old, agrarian society was being swept away by the movement to cities
and the creation of a new middle class. Many people, even those who had greatly benefitted
from these changes, were revolted by the ugliness and misery that attended urban slums and
abandoned rural areas alike. One response was a nostalgic attempt to recover England’s
mythic and legendary past. This produced a rather romantic interest in the Medieval.
“Gothic,” originally a derogatory term meaning rude or barbaric, became both a term of
approval and a style of architecture and decoration that swept the country.
The Tractarian or Oxford Movement shared these concerns and protested against
modernity by seeking a recovery of much of the doctrine and sacramental practice of the
Medieval Church. Tractarian emphasis on the sacramental taught that the ordinary things of
nature: water, oil, bread and wine were the means of God’s grace and indeed God’s
presence. They also taught that a life of personal holiness dedicated to the service of others
is the road to union with Christ.
Unlike some of the Pre-Raphaelites with whom she was in relationship, Rosetti
embraced Christian faith and practice. Over five hundred of her poems were devotional.
They were related to the liturgy, to the feasts and fasts of the liturgical year, and
to biblical “dialogues” with Christ.

† St. Francis Needs Some Patron Saints

O

ur St. Francis statue has blessed our garden for
approximately 30 years. But a victim of New
England weather, now he is “losing face” and has a “chip on
his shoulder!” We’ll have more info on Sunday how you can
become a St. Francis Patron and help us replace him.

† Pray It Up

N

otice the Red and White prayer
request cards in the pew? Each Sunday,
fill out your request, put it in the red bowl on the table on the way to
communion. Then take a card from the bowl either right then or after
service. Pray for that request for one week. How comforting to know that
your request is being prayed for and that you are praying for someone
else’s! You might just be praying for the person sitting next to you! Or, if
you’d prefer - please send your request to St. Paul’s at
prayingnow2@gmail.com!
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† Happy Birthday to You!

A

nastasia Connors celebrates tomorrow! Saturday is the big
day for Chuck Allen. Throw a party for Giesele Castronova
on Sunday. Quinn Pinto will be blowing out candles on Tuesday.
Bake a cake for Phyllis Baskett & Rebecca Conte on Wednesday.
Have a blessed day everyone!

† Transforming Stewardship
“Did not our hearts burn within us while He talked to us on the
road, while He opened to us the scriptures?” Luke 24:32

H

ow often do we take the time to discern what Jesus wants from
us? Are our prayers always petitions, asking Jesus to do things
for us? If so, that’s a one-sided relationship. Living our faith means
developing a personal relationship with Jesus. Just like any friendship,
there is give and take, each side listening to each other and helping each
other out. Take time in silence to listen to what Jesus is asking of you.

Mothers Day
Memorials

M

other’s Day is May 14th.
Anyone wishing to have
flowers on the altar in loving
memory of a mother, please make
your check payable to St. Paul’s
Church, with the name or names
of those to be remembered on
the memo line. All memorials
are due by this Sunday,
May 7th. Contact Gail
Winkley with any
questions at 203 7753343 or gailwinkley
@yahoo.com.
All women worshipping
with us on Mother’s Day
will receive a flower.

T

“It’s May, It’s May,
the Merry Month of May”

he fifth month is named after the goddess
Maia. She is the oldest of the Pleiades (PLEEih-dees), the seven sisters. According to ledgend, the
Pleiades were placed in the sky to shine
as a beautiful cluster of stars.
The word mai is also a northern
European word that means fresh green
growth. In England, hawthorn blossoms
are called “may.” Originally, maypoles
were small trees that had the lower
branches chopped off. They were hung
with ribbons and gifts were given to
newlyweds as a wish for a life filled with
blessings. In some places they were set
up in the center of towns to celebrate
Easter or May Day or Midsummer Day,
June 24. Many central European towns
continue to keep this custom.

The Sacristans for May are
Sharon Hibler
& Lorine Hodge.
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† Scholarly Speaking
St. Mark and Venice

A

s we celebrate St. Mark this week, my research assistant and I were
reminded of recent visits to Venice, and its great Cathedral dedicated to the
Evangelist. Indeed it was not only dedicated to him, but
the original building (a chapel attached to the Doge’s
palace) was constructed from the beginning, AD 828, to
house the remains of the Saint* as they were brought from
Alexandria (the traditional place of his death) then, as
now, under Moslem control, to the Christian West. Such
transfers of relics were fairly common in the period
following the Islamic conquests – St. Nicholas was moved
to Bari, Italy, and St. Andrew’s remains were divided
between St. Andrews, Scotland and Amalfi, Italy, both
with the cooperation of local Christians – but in this case
St. Mark’s body was simply stolen by Venetian merchants,
though with some help from Greek monks, and more for
the greater glory of Venice than that of God.
The legend tells us that the merchants hid St. Mark’s body under pork (to
prevent the Moslem guards from looking
too closely, and that when the ship nearly
sank on the way Mark appeared to the
Captain and told him to lower the sails.
The original chapel was burned and
rebuilt at least twice, producing the
present cathedral where the façade
includes a series of mosaics telling this
story of the transportation of the relics.†
A continuation tells us that after one of
the fires, the body of St. Mark was lost
until he made his presence known by
thrusting his hand out from one of the
pillars – when the workmen broke the pillar open his body was found within it. The
remains now rest in a tomb which is incorporated into the high altar.‡
A parallel story of some interest is that of St. Blaise.
(Although not in our calendar, Blaise is in the English
Prayer Book as a lesser feast on February 3.) An
Armenian bishop, Blaise was martyred shortly before
Constantine’s peace of the Church. His relics were
liberated somewhat after those of St. Mark, and were
also on the way to Venice when the ship did sink off the
coast of Dubrovnik (in Croatia). The good people of
Dubrovnik salvaged the ship, recovering the relics, and,
in due course, building a church to house them. When
the Venetians learned what had happened they sent a
couple of ships to spy out the city with the aim of
recapturing the relics; but Blaise appeared to a canon of
the Cathedral, warning him of the impending attack.
The canon told the Bishop and the Senate, defenses were
prepared, and the
o you have a question you
Venetian attack was
would like answered by our beaten off. Blaise
Scholar-in-Residence? Send your
became the principal
ecclesiastical, liturgical, doctrinal,
patron of the city and

D

historical or other inquiries to:
Stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com.
(Continued on page 17)
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(Continued from page 16)

St. Mark and Venice

his statue, holding a model of the ancient walled city, can still be seen atop the old
treasury building.
Fr. Bill Loring, Scholar in Residence
*

†

‡

•

Eusebius, the 4th c. Church Historian records that Mark was the founding bishop of the church in
Alexandria so it is at least reasonable that this could be his actual remains. Cited in MacRory,
Joseph. "St. Mark." The Catholic Encyclopedia. Vol. 9. New York: Robert Appleton Company, 1910. 26
Apr. 2017 <http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/09672c.htm>.
Reliquarian, Saint Mark, Patron Saint of Venice, retrieved 26 Apr. 2017 <https://
reliquarian.com/2012/12/27/saint-mark-patron-saint-of-venice/> This includes a detail of one of the
mosaics, and other illustrations.
Behind the High Altar is the “Palla d’Oro” a large free-standing altar piece comprising about fifty icons
set into a gilded and richly jeweled frame; for a modest fee visitors can sanctuary to examine the Palla,
and at the same time visit the Saint’s tomb.
This story was told to me by my guide when I first visited Dubrovnik in July of 2004.
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COFFEE HOUR HOSTS
Apr 30th 8 am - Kovac’s
May 7th 8 am - Ferro’s
May 14th 8 am - Durkin’s

10:30 am - DeSanti / Pascoa
10:30 am - Raegan Guglielmo
10:30 am - Jack Collins
Contact Mary Allen at
203-775-6633 or
chamla@charter.net.

† Art in the Christian Tradition

Jesus’ Disappearance
from Emmaus
1648-49
Rembrandt van Rijn, 16061669
Fitzwilliam Museum,
Cambridge, UK

O

ver the years many
artists have drawn
the risen Christ either
walking to Emmaus or
having supper there based on
Luke 24:13-35.
Rembrandt has at least
five different sketches or
paintings of the events with
Jesus at Emmaus.
This is one of few works
by anyone that depict the
moment that the master
vanishes as in a flash of light
from the supper at Emmaus
and the sight of his disciples.

18

† This Sunday’s Readings
Known in the Breaking of Bread
Acts 2:14a,36-41
his reading is a summary of the preaching and other activities of the early Christian
community in Jerusalem. The crucified one, Jesus, has been made Lord and Christ.
Now is the time for repentance, forgiveness, and the gift of the Spirit. There are many signs and
healings as the church grows. The new disciples share fully with one
another and meet for teaching, Eucharistic meals, and prayers.
Luke 24:13-35
Psalm 116:1-3, 10-17
An offering of thanksgiving and praise by one who has been rescued
In this lesson - and in the Last
from death.
1 Peter 1:17-23
Supper - breaking bread is an act
In this lesson we hear that the price of Christian freedom from the old
of companionship and solidarity;
ways of futility has been paid with the sacrificial blood of Christ. Although
new we await the judgment of God the Father in awe, we have the faith and
of loyalty and friendship; of
hope of a people who have been born anew. The letter from which this
mutuality and sharing. Jesus-nowpassage comes was addressed to former pagans, and may first have been
resurrected still appears to people
read at an Easter baptismal service. Having been purified by Christ’s
imperishable offering, disciples are now to love one another from the heart.
in mystical visions. These are
Luke 24:13-35
unique, individual experiences.
Our gospel is the story of how two disciples were met by a stranger on
the road to Emmaus. That evening, as he breaks bread with them, they
But all of us can still recognize
know the stranger to be Jesus. While they are
Jesus-now-resurrected in quite
walking together, Jesus interprets the scriptures to
them, showing that it was necessary that Christ
ordinary, everyday ways. Anyone
should suffer. Later he disappears from their
here got some bread? Let's give
sight. While their Lord is no longer physically
present, the church knows that Jesus will disclose
thanks, break it, share it, and see
himself in scripture and the breaking of bread, and
what happens.
sometimes through a stranger.

T

† Pick Up Your Copy Today!
Synthesis CE Study Guides for each weeks readings will
be available at the back of the church.

† Sermon Shorts

G

ame Changing Moments. To replay all our
sermons, audio and videos follow this link for The
Sunday Sermons. Check out our sermon archives as well.
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† Your Prayers Are Requested For…

t is such an intimate time when praying for the health and well being of others and
such a privilege. The people that we lift up to The Lord are part of our hearts for all
time. Please pray for…
.....Fr. George Hall and other parishioners
convalescing in extended care facilities.
.....St. Peter’s, Monroe; St. Mark’s, Mystic; St.
Michael’s, Naugatuck.
.....Revival at St. Paul’s and the greater Danbury area.
.....Retirement communities, especially Seabury and
Armsmear; chaplains at retirement communities..
.....Brenda Darling, Ginny Beck, Jean & John
Stauffer, Clayton Ferry, Gary Stein, Ed Licence, Jock & Barbara Hock, Sue Balla,
Rose Barrett, Lorraine Estok, Jim Megura, Jay Lawrence, Alex, Teresa Stacchiotti,
Mary DeAnzeris, Michele Sarver & Lee Rybos, continued healing. .....the safe return of
Denise’s dog.
.....the people of Lebanon; the people of Eritrea; the Diocese of Nambale - (Kenya) The Rt
Revd Robert Magina Barasa; and our sister and brother members of the Baptist Bible
Fellowship International.
.....Christians in the Middle East facing persecution at the hands of
† Praise Report
ISIS forces. Pray also for radical Muslims throughout the world to
come to know Jesus Christ.
.....Michael for protection from mortar attacks in Somalia with the  Many answers to prayers for 3 people
who were undergoing some serious
UN peacekeeping service.
tests, everyone’s results were negative.
…..Loaves & Fishes Hospitality in New Milford, the recipient of
 We prayed for a man with a brain bleed.
our food basket collections for the month of April.
Doctor’s have announced miraculous
.....Victory Christian Center, Danbury, CT., Danbury, a
recovery.
congregational partner of the Jericho Partnership.
.....Drew Ross, healing of major surgery for throat cancer; and Joe,  We have been praying for a young girl
who is undergoing treatment for Lymphoma.
with reoccurring Lyme symptoms. She
.....Prisons and Correctional Institutions.
is now doing very well.
.....Mary Nigro, Bill Nigro’s mother, recovering from a broken
 We prayed for 2 people having surgery,
hip.
both were successful.
.....Rose Barrett, speedy recovery to her wrist from a recent fall.
 We prayed for a girl’s transition to a
.....Debbi Pomeroy, rapid healing of several broken bones in her
new job to be smooth and it has gone
hand so that she can return to work.
very well.
.....Cathy Schrull, healing, and peace and comfort during her
treatments.

† This & That & Links

(Click on pictures or red links for more info)

Links We Like
Things That Make You Think
Back Issues of Sword Points

Our Risen Savior: Road
to Emmaus
Two disciples reflect on walking
and talking with Jesus on the
Road to Emmaus after His
resurrection. They might bicker
and take a few rabbit trails as
they remember that day, but the
burning in their hearts lives on.
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May Lay Schedule
Lectors and Intercessors, please remember to check in before the
service in the Vesting Room. Thank You!

May 7th

May 21st

8:00 AM
Welcoming: Cindy & Peter Maier
Acolyte: Jack Powell
Lector: Acts 2:42-47 Ingrid Pruss
Intercessor: Dorothy Crocker
Lay Reader: Steve Nagy
Lay Reader: Don Winkley
Psalm 23 1 Peter 2:19-25

8:00 AM
Welcoming: Mike Kirner
Acolyte: Jack Powell
Lector: Acts 17:22-31 Ingrid Pruss
Intercessor: John Tuthill
Lay Reader: Steve Nagy
Lay Reader: Don Winkley
Psalm 66:7-18 1 Peter 3:13-22

10:30 AM
Welcoming: Sandra Visser / Laurie DoBosh
Acolyte: Stephanie Bernardo
Lector: Acts 2:42-47 Steve Nagy
Intercessor: Bob Cutting
Lay Reader: Joe Bernardo
Lay Reader: Jim Cstronova
Psalm 23 1 Peter 2:19-25

10:30 AM
Welcoming: Laurie DoBosh / Ron Switzer
Acolyte: Steve Nagy
Lector: Acts 17:22-31 Sandy Chaleski
Intercessor: Dorothy Crocker
Lay Reader: Mike Chengeri
Lay Reader: Joe Bernardo
Psalm 66:7-18 1 Peter 3:13-22

May 14th

May 28th
Healing Sunday

8:00 AM
Welcoming: Pam Szen
Acolyte: John Tuthill
Lector: Acts 7:55-60 Pam Szen
Intercessor: Linda Pendergast
Lay Reader: Dave Baskett
Lay Reader: Phyllis Baskett
Psalm 31:1-5, 15-16 1 Peter 2:2-10

8:00 AM
Welcoming: Joyce & John Sarver
Acolyte: Jack Powell
Lector: Acts 1:6-14 John Tuthill
Intercessor: Mike Kirner
Lay Reader: Phyllis Baskett
Lay Reader: Dave Baskett
Psalm 68:1-10, 33-36 1 Peter 4:12-14; 5:6-11

10:30 AM
Welcoming: Vito Barbieri / Denise McCormack
Acolyte: Jack Meyer
Lector: Acts 7:55-60 Sandy Chaleski
Intercessor: Ray Ferro
Lay Reader: Jim Castronova
Lay Reader: Mike Chengeri
Psalm 31:1-5, 15-16 1 Peter 2:2-10

10:30 AM
Welcoming: Sandra Visser / Denise McCormack
Acolyte: Ryan Sampson
Lector: Acts 1:6-14 Bob Cutting
Intercessor: Mary Perry
Lay Reader: Ray Ferro
Lay Reader: Joe Bernardo
Psalm 68:1-10, 33-36 1 Peter 4:12-14; 5:6-11

Mail…..Send us photos and info about your travels, your home group, your pets, your
sports teams to stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com.
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May
Sun

Mon

Tue

1 St. Philip &
2
St. James 9:15 am
10:00 am Christian
7:00 pm Stephen

Caring

Ministry

Wed

Ladies Bible
Study

5:45 pm Boot Camp

Thu

Fri

Sat

3

4

5

6

10:00 am Holy
Communion
& Healing

5:45 pm Boot Camp

7:30 pm Boy Scouts

7:30 am Men’s
Prayer Breakfast

7:30 pm Mission
Committee

7:30 am John 21:12

7:30 pm Property
Committee

7:00 pm Men’s Bible
Study

Group

9:30 am PraiseMoves

7:30 pm Music Night

7 4 Easter

8

9

10

11

8:00 am Traditional
Communion
9:30 am Rector’s Forum
9:30 am First Communion
Class
10:30 am Sunday School
10:30 am Contemporary
Communion

7:00 pm Men’s Bible
Study

9:15 am Ladies Bible
Study

10:00 am Holy
Communion
& Healing

5:45 pm Boot Camp

14 5 Easter

15

16

17

18

8:00 am Traditional
Communion
9:30 am Rector’s Forum
9:30 am First Communion
Class
10:30 am Sunday School
10:30 am Contemporary
Communion

7:00 pm Stephen

9:15 am Ladies Bible
Study

10:00 am Holy
Communion
& Healing

5:45 pm Boot Camp

21 6 Easter

22

23

24

8:00 am Traditional
Communion
9:30 am Rector’s Forum
10:30 am Sunday School
10:30 am Contemporary
Communion /
First Communion

7:00 pm Men’s Bible
Study

9:15 am Ladies Bible
Study

10:00 am Holy
Communion
& Healing

28 7 Easter

29 Memorial Day

30

8:00 am Traditional
Communion
9:30 am Rector’s Forum
10:30 am Sunday School
10:30 am Contemporary
Communion /
Youth Sunday /
1:00 pm Memorial Day
Outreach

7:00 pm Men’s Bible
Study

9:15 am Ladies Bible
Study

5:45 pm Boot Camp

12

13
7:30 am Men’s
Prayer Breakfast

7:30 pm Music Night

7:30 am John 21:12

7:30 pm Boy Scouts

Group

9:30 am PraiseMoves
10:00 am Jericho Food
Pantry

Ministry

7:00 pm Men’s Bible
Study

5:45 pm Boot Camp
7:30 pm Boy Scouts
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7:30 pm Music Night

7:00 pm Staff Meeting
7:30 pm Vestry Meeting

20
7:30 am Men’s
Prayer Breakfast
7:30 am John 21:12

Group

8:30 am Mission Trip
Prep Day
9:30 am PraiseMoves

5:45 pm Boot Camp
7:30 pm Boy Scouts

25 Ascension
26
Day

27

5:45 pm Boot Camp

7:30 am Men’s
Prayer Breakfast

7:30 pm Music Night

7:30 am John 21:12

Group

9:30 am PraiseMoves
10:30 am St. Paul’s
Quilters

5:45 pm Boot Camp
7:30 pm Boy Scouts

31 The Visitation
of the Blessed
Virgin Mary
10:00 am Holy
Communion
& Healing
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Just For Fun !

(And Christian Fellowship)

Random Fact of the Week!

D

id you know ... that the top of the
Eiffel Tower leans away from the sun,
as the metal facing the sun heats up and
expands. It can move as much as 7 inches.

†

It Takes An Editorial Board
Contributors to this Weeks
Sword Points:

M

ary Allen, Chris Barrett, Ray Ferro,
Steve Hemming, Diane Loring, Bill
Loring, Lois Hunt, Beth Miller, Nicole
O’Connors, Patrick
O’Connors, Mary
Perry, Ken Perry,
Kirsten Peterson,
Debbi Pomeroy,
Reyna Sampson,
John Sarver, Joe
Shepley, Tara
Shepley, David
Szen, Pam Szen,
John Tuthill, Don
Winkley and Gail
Winkley.
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