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† Renewing Our Minds Through the Word
“Do not conform to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the
renewing of your mind. Then you will be able to test and approve what
God's will is--his good, pleasing and perfect will.”
Romans 12:2
Dear Friends,

O

ur Anglican heritage historically holds by way of illustration a three-legged
stool as our approach to the Christian faith, with a leg representing
Scripture, tradition and reason. It should be noted that while helpful as a
metaphor, it would never work literally, as the leg known as Scripture would be
longer than the other two. That is what 16th century
Church of England theologian, Richard Hooker, who
introduced the concept, had in mind. Scripture is
primary in theological interpretation among Anglicans.
On Sunday morning, our liturgy from The Book of
Common Prayer provides wide-ranging Scripture
through the words we pray. Our readings from the
Bible add to that, and our Bible studies on Sunday
morning and throughout the week extend our
commitment to seeing God renew our minds through
the Word.
Following Christ is about being transformed in every
way, including the mind. Together, may God renew us
as we read, mark, learn
and inwardly digest our
story through the pages of
the Bible.
Faithfully,

† Both Lamb and Shepherd
"Both clothed in light up on the mountain
and stripped of might up on the cross,
you are both gift and cost...
You who preach a way that's narrow
have a love that reaches wide"

by John Tuthhill

- Hymn: "You, Lord, Are Both Lamb and Shepherd"
("Christus Paradox")By Sylvia Dunstan

J

esus is there to greet us at both ends of many
ranges. He is both fully God and fully man
(John 20:28 / John 19:28). He is the
beginning and He is the end (Rev. 22:13 / Isaiah 44:6).
He is both our eternal "Great High Priest" (Hebrews
4:14-16) and simultaneously also our "one" eternal and
complete sacrifice (Hebrews 10:10 - 14). Jesus is both
the Lamb (Rev. 12:11, John 1:29) and, as we'll hear this
Sunday in the gospel, Jesus is also the "gate for the sheep" (John 10:7). The gospel reading
this week seems to stop short at 10:11, so I may secretly silently read ahead (don't tell
anyone) to the very next verse - in it, Jesus will say He is the "Good Shepherd."
There are three declarations in John chapter 10. He is: the True Shepherd, the Good
Shepherd, and, the Door of the Sheep). These three seem to complete a picture in our
Psalm: "The Lord is my shepherd..." (Psalm 23).
A dirty and dangerous job, shepherds at that time would fight off lions or packs of other
wild animals for the protection of their flock. Good shepherds would have only their own
strength and a pitiful wooden staff to rely on, with an awkward crook at the end. A good
shepherd put down his own life for the protection of his own defenseless sheep. And at
night, he would lead his little flock into a pen which had only one way in or out. When the
sheep were settled safely, a good shepherd himself slept in that one opening - his own body
becoming the gateway.
Later in John, Jesus says, “I am the way, the truth and the life. No one comes to the
Father except by me.” (John 14:6). Jesus is not only the Good Shepherd who gives His life
willingly for His sheep but He is also the only "gate" or "door" for them. Jesus warns there
were (and will be) many only pretending to be good shepherds. But, He says, all others are
thieves and robbers. Jesus alone is the Good
Shepherd. By His own words, "Greater love hath
no man..." (John 15:13) Jesus proved He is the
Good Shepherd. He "Lay down his life for his
sheep" and is the "Lamb of God that takes away the
sin of the world." (John 1:29).
- Thanks be to God!

CHRISTUS PARADOX You, Lord,
are both lamb and shepherd. You,
Lord, are both prince and slave. You,
peacemaker and sword-bringer Of the
way you took and gave....
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† This Week at St. Paul’s
Thu, May 4 -

Sat, May 6 -

5:45 pm
7:30 pm
7:30 pm
7:30 pm
7:30 am
7:30 am
9:30 am

-

8:00 am
9:30 am
9:30 am
10:30 am
10:30 am
7:00 pm
9:15 am
5:45 pm
7:00 pm
7:15 pm
10:00 am
7:00 pm
7:30 pm
5:45 pm
7:30 pm
7:30 am
7:30 am
9:30 am
10:00 am

-

Traditional Holy Communion (LiveStream)
Rector’s Forum, Guild Room
First Communion Class, Level 2 Classroom
Sunday School
Contemporary Holy Communion (LiveStream)
Men’s Bible Study, Crocker Hall (LiveStream)
Ladies Bible Study, Guild Room
Boot Camp, Crocker Hall
Ladies Evening Ministry, Guild Room
Boy Scouts Troop 5, Crocker Hall
Holy Communion & Healing
Staff Meeting, Rector’s Office
Vestry Meeting, Guild Room
Boot Camp, Crocker Hall
Music Night, Sanctuary
Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Crocker Hall
John 21:12 Group, Theo’s Diner, New Milford
PraiseMoves, Guild Room
Jericho Food Pantry, Danbury

8:00 am
9:30 am
9:30 am
10:30 am
10:30 am

-

Traditional Holy Communion (LiveStream)
Rector’s Forum, Guild Room
First Communion Class, Level 2 Classroom
Sunday School
Contemporary Holy Communion (LiveStream)

Fourth Sunday of Easter

Sun, May 7 -

Mon, May 8 Tue, May 9 -

Wed, May 10 Thu, May 11 Sat, May 13 -

Boot Camp, Crocker Hall
Mission Committee, Guild Room
Property Committee, Classroom
Music Night, Sanctuary
Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Crocker Hall
John 21:12 Group, Theo’s Diner, New Milford
PraiseMoves, Crocker Hall

Fifth Sunday of Easter

Sun, May 14 -

Click Below to

Click Below to
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Our summer mission trip is less than eight weeks away and we’re into
our final fundraiser for the trip. This year we are asking for sponsors
for each of the students. As a sponsor we are asking that you commit
to praying for your student and writing a letter of support for them to
read on the trip, along with making a contribution towards the cost of
the trip. Please prayerfully consider being a sponsor for one of the
twelve students attending this summers trip and sign up during coffee
hour.

How many verses are in the 23rd Psalm?

a) 6

b) 10

c) 14

Psalm 23 NIV
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† Sunday School Lessons
 Early Elementary
 Unit 20: Jesus’ Friends Show His Love
 Bible Basis: Seven helpers are chosen so
widows won’t be neglected (Acts 6:1-7)
 Lesson Focus: God gives us different jobs.
 Memory Verse: As I have loved you, so you must love one another. John
13:34
 Upper Elementary
 Unit 21: How Believers Live
 Bible Basis: A bold Peter preaches
after receiving the Holy Spirit at
Pentecost (Acts 1:4-5;; 2:1-47).
 Lesson Focus: The Holy Spirit gives us power to do bold things for God.
 Memory Verse: God did not give us a spirit of timidity, but a spirit of
power, of love and of self-discipline. 2 Timothy 1:7

† Would You Make A Dream Come True?

O

n the main bulletin board in the Sunday School hallway, we have put up a teacher wish list. These are all
items that our teachers would like to put to good use in their Sunday School classroom. Some items on the board right now are a
first aid kit for the hallway, a magnetic, chalkboard easel for the
nursery and a poster of the Nicene Creed! If you would like to
support the work they do with our children each week, please
take a star, record your contact information and bring that item to
the church with you one week. You can place all items on the
bookcase in the Sunday School hallway. A big thank you to
Kathy Whipple who recently provided a set of magnetic letters
and numbers for our nursery and to Sue Balla who generously
provided a cushion for the nursery's rocking chair! Thank you
both for your support.

† Men’s Study Returns

H

uman suffering, divine
sovereignty and the quest to
understand God's will: these are topics
we wrestle with in our Monday Men's
Bible Study. The men are currently
studying the Book of Job each
Monday from 7-8 pm. Please join us in
this verse by verse study as we plumb
the depths of God's word together.
Each sessions is available on
LiveStream and YouTube.
6

† In the Beginning Was the Word

The
E
Rector’s
Forum

ach Sunday at 9:30, the Rector's Forum
continues with the Gospel of John. The last of
the four Gospels to be written, it emphasizes Jesus' full
divinity within a deeply theological framework while
being accessible to all.
Please join us in the Guild Room for this exciting
Bible study, and expect to be transformed by the Living Word.

J

esus is the ultimate
the sheep, i.e., what
his care, with utmost
welfare. As people who
disciples, ought we
an example, a template,

steward. He cares for
has been entrusted to
regard for their
want to be his
not to take his life as
for our own actions?

Clara reciting Psalm
23 at two years old!
When we show God's
love to others, we
show God we love
him!

“Transforming Lives
Through Jesus”
St. Paul’s Church
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S

unday, May 7th has been designated Compassion Sunday. On that
day churches across the country will be joining together to speak out
on behalf of children living in poverty. A brief overview about the organization and their life-changing work will be presented at both services, and an
information table will be set up during coffee hours to answer any questions
you might have about possible sponsorship. The impact you can have on a
child's life is profound, humbling and gratifying.
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A

Take the Challenge!

s part of our outreach, St. Paul’s donates gift cards and non-perishable items
to six area food pantries. The non-perishable items are provided by our
generous congregation and are truly appreciated. Donations for the food pantry can
be left in the basket at the back of the church and blessed during the Offertory.
Last week Laurie DoBosh challenged to 10:30 service to collect more food than
the 8 o’clockers. Delivery is made to one food pantry each month. Thank you.
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Holy Land Revisited
† All About Sheep 

O

n our trips to the Holy Land, we often encounter sheep, especially in the hills
around Bethlehem and Jerusalem, where nomadic Bedouin shepherds are still

active.
From the days of Abraham down to modern times, sheep have abounded in the Holy
Land. The Jews of Bible times were first shepherds and then farmers, but they never
abandoned entirely their shepherd life. The large number of sheep in the land can be
understood when it is realized that Job had fourteen thousand sheep (Job 42:12), and that
King Solomon at the Temple's dedication, sacrificed one hundred and twenty thousand
sheep (I Kings 8:63).
The shepherd is always on the lookout for members of his flock that need personal
attention. Sometimes a lamb suffers from the rays of the sun, or its body may have been
badly scratched by some thornbush. The most common remedy he uses with these sheep is
olive oil, a supply of which he carries in a ram's horn. Perhaps David was thinking of such
an experience when he wrote of the LORD, "Thou anointest my head with oil" (Psalm
23:5).
The love of the shepherd for his sheep is best seen when times of special need call forth
unusual acts of care for members of the flock, such as crossing a stream of water. This
process is most interesting. The shepherd leads the way into the water and across the
stream. Those favored sheep who always keep hard by the shepherd, plunge boldly into the
water, and are soon across. Others of the flock enter the stream with hesitation and alarm.
Not being close to their guide, they may miss the fording place and be carried down the
river a distance, but will probably be able to clamber ashore. The little lambs may be driven
into the water by the dogs, and they are heard to bleat pitifully as they leap and plunge.
Some manage to get across, but if one is swept away, then the shepherd leaps quickly into
the stream and rescues it, carrying it in his bosom to the shore. When they all arrive over
the stream, the lambs will gambol about with joy, and the sheep will gather around their
shepherd as if to express their thankfulness to him. Our divine Shepherd has a word of
encouragement for all His sheep who must pass
through streams of affliction: "When thou passest
through the waters, I will be with thee; and through
the rivers, they shall not overflow thee" (Isaiah
43:2).
It is very important that sheep should not be
allowed to stray away from the flock, because
when by themselves they are utterly helpless. In
such a condition, they become bewildered, for they
have no sense at all of locality. And if they do
stray away, they must be brought back. The
Psalmist prayed the prayer: "I have gone astray like
a lost sheep; seek thy servant" (Psalm 119:176).
The prophet Isaiah compared man's waywardness
to that of sheep: "All we like sheep have gone
astray" (Isaiah 53:6). David sang of his divine
Shepherd: "He restoreth my soul" (Psalm 23:3, cf.
John 10).
The shepherd knows how to gather sheep that

On our recent Holy Land trip, Sir Camelot tried his hand at
shepherding!
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(Continued on page 11)

(Continued from page 10)

Sheep

have been scattered. Especially is this necessary when the sheep must be led back to the
fold, or when they are to be guided to another pasture. It is accomplished by his standing in
the center of his scattered sheep, and giving them the call which serves as the notes of a
bugle do to an army of men. Pebbles are sent by means of his slingshot in the direction of
and beyond members of the flock that fail to heed the call, in order to get their attention and
then bring them back. He does not
commence to lead them away until he
knows they are all there. Ezekiel
predicts that the LORD as Shepherd of
Israel will one day gather His people
that have been scattered, and will bring
them back to their own land of Israel.
"As a shepherd seeketh out his flock in
the day that he is among his sheep that
are scattered; so will I seek out my
sheep, and will deliver them out of all
places where they have been scattered
in the cloudy and dark day. And I will
bring them out from the people, and
gather them from the countries, and
will bring them to their own land, and
feed them upon the mountains of
Israel" (Ezekiel 34:12,13).
The shepherd is deeply interested in every single one of his flock. Some of them may be
given pet names because of incidents connected with them. They are usually counted each
evening as they enter the fold, but sometimes the shepherd dispenses with the counting, for
he is able to feel the absence of anyone of his sheep. With one sheep gone, something is felt
to be missing from the appearance of the entire flock. One shepherd in the Lebanon district
was asked if he always counted his sheep each evening. He replied in the negative, and then
was asked how then he knew if all his sheep were present. This was his reply: "Master, if
you were to put a cloth over my eyes, and bring me any sheep and only let me put hands on
its face, I could tell in a moment if it was mine or not." When H. R. P. Dickson visited the
desert Arabs, he witnessed an event that revealed the amazing knowledge which some of
them have of their sheep. One evening, shortly after dark, an Arab shepherd began to call
out one by one the names of his fifty-one mother sheep, and was able to pick out each one's
lamb, and restore it to its mother to suckle. To do this in the light would be a feat for many
shepherds, but this was done in complete darkness, and in the midst of the noise coming
from the ewes crying for their lambs, and the lambs crying for their mothers. But no
ordinary shepherd ever had a more intimate knowledge of his sheep than Jesus our great
Shepherd has of those who belong to His flock. He once said of Himself: "I am the good
shepherd, and know my sheep" (John 10:14).
For more info, go to Bible-History.com

This flock of sheep crossed in front of our bus near Petra in Jordan.
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† Transforming Saints of God
Thursday, May 4th

Monnica

Mother of Augustine of Hippo, 387

M

onnica’s life story is enshrined in the spiritual autobiography of her eldest son, in
The Confessions of Saint Augustine. Born in North Africa about 331, of Berber
parents, Monnica was married to a Latinized provincial of
Tagaste named Patricius, whom she won to the Christian faith
before his death. In her earlier years she was not without
worldly ambitions and tastes. She grew in Christian maturity
and spiritual insight through an ever-deepening life of prayer.
Her ambition for her gifted son was transformed into a
passionate desire for his conversion to Christ. After his baptism
in Milan in 387, by Bishop Ambrose, Augustine and his mother,
together with a younger brother, planned to return home to
Africa. While awaiting ship at Ostia, the port of Rome,
Monnica fell ill.
Augustine writes, “One day during her illness she had a
fainting spell and lost consciousness for a short time. We
hurried to her bedside, but she soon regained consciousness and
looked up at my brother and me as we stood beside her. With a puzzled look, she asked,
‘Where was I?’ Then, watching us closely as we stood there speechless with grief, she said,
‘You will bury your mother here.’ ”
Augustine’s brother expressed sorrow, for her sake, that she would die so far from her
own country. She said to the two brothers, “It does not matter where you bury my body.
Do not let that worry you. All I ask of you is that, wherever you may be, you should
remember me at the altar of the Lord.” To the question, whether she was not afraid at the
thought of leaving her body in an alien land, she replied, “Nothing is far from God, and I
need have no fear that he will not know where to find me, when he comes to raise me to life
at the end of the world.” Recent excavations at Ostia have uncovered her original tomb.
Her mortal remains, however, were transferred in 1430 to the Church of St. Augustine in
Rome.

“(They) devoted themselves to the apostles’
teaching and fellowship, to the breaking of
bread and the prayers.” Sound familiar?
Faithful followers try to live those words, more
often heard now in the Baptismal Covenant.
Review that Covenant (Prayer Book, p. 304)
frequently. Better still, copy it, and put it where
you’ll often be reminded of the commitment
you have made to live a God-centered life.

† Pray It Up

N

otice the Red and White prayer request cards in the pew? Each
Sunday, fill out your request, put it in the red bowl on the table on
the way to communion. Then take a card from the bowl either right then or
after service. Pray for that request for one week. How comforting to know
that your request is being prayed for and that you are praying for someone
else’s! You might just be praying for the person sitting next to you! Or, if
you’d prefer - please send your request to St. Paul’s at
prayingnow2@gmail.com!
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† Happy Birthday to You!

Y

ale Iverson celebrates tomorrow! Tuesday is the
big day for Kaden O’Connors. Bake a cake for
Wendy Cavagna on Wednesday. Have a
blessed day everyone!

† Transforming Stewardship
“And Peter said to them, ‘Repent, and be baptized, every one
of you, in the name of Jesus Christ…” Acts 2:38

T

he word “repent” means to turn from sin, to change our
actions. When it comes to change, do we take
responsibility for change or do we think that others have to change
instead? Change that is permanent comes from within, we must
take control and be disciplined. Remember though that we are not
alone, Jesus is there to help lighten the load.
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Mothers Day
Memorials

M

other’s Day is May 14th.
Anyone wishing to have
flowers on the altar in loving
memory of a mother, please make
your check payable to St. Paul’s
Church, with the name or names of
those to be remembered on the
memo line. All memorials are due
by this Sunday, May 7th. Contact
Gail Winkley with any questions
at 203 775-3343 or gailwinkley
@yahoo.com.
All women worshipping with us
on Mother’s Day will receive a
flower.

† St. Francis Found
Some Patron Saints
at 8 am

O

ur original St. Francis statue
blessed our garden for
approximately 35 years. Patron saints of
the Sunday morning 8 am service last
week collected $190 towards a
replacement. Now a new St. Francis has
been ordered (total cost and shipping
came to $191.87, so it was “meant to be”).
He should be here in pliantly of time
for our Memorial Day Outreach.
Thank you to everyone who
contributed.

COFFEE HOUR HOSTS
May 7th 8 am - Ferro’s
May 14th 8 am - Durkin’s
May 21st 8 am - Christine MacMillan

10:30 am - Raegan Guglielmo
10:30 am - Jack Collins
10:30 am - 1st Communion Reception
Contact Mary Allen at
203-775-6633 or
chamla@charter.net.

† Art in the Christian
Tradition

Crozier with Virgin and
Child and Crucifixion

between 1340 & 1350
Carving in Ivory
Walters Art Museum (Baltimore, Md.)
"Croziers, the staffs carried by
bishops and abbots, are meant to identify
them symbolically as shepherds of the
Christian flock (actual shepherds use
wooden sticks with a similar hook to
catch straying sheep). Unusually, this
crozier has two complementary images
on its two sides. On one side, the infant
Christ is held by his mother, who also
carries a lily signifying by its whiteness
her purity. On the other, the adult Jesus
hangs upon the cross; the snake
underneath alludes to Adam's and Eve's
original sin, redeemed through Jesus'
death. The base of the crozier was added
ca. 1900." [from Walters Art Museum]
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† This Sunday’s Readings
Compassionate Care
Acts 2:42-47
he new community of believers in the resurrected Jesus devote themselves to teaching and
fellowship, to sharing in eucharist meals, and to the prayers. There are many signs and
healings as the church grows. Followers of Christ express their commitment to one another even
to the point of pooling their possessions. Their fellowship is characterized by joy and generosity,
and many are drawn to them because of the richness of their common life.
Psalm 23
The Lord is shepherd and guide. God is present in the time of danger and is generous and
merciful.
1 Peter 2:19-25
In this reading we learn that disciples are called to bear undeserved suffering with patience,
even as Christ has set an example for us, so that we might die to sin and live for righteousness.
This word is addressed primarily to those who are servants, but can well be applied to all
Christians who endure pain despite having done no wrong. Their Lord has transformed the
meaning of suffering and through his wounds brought healing. This letter was evidently written at
a time when the Christians in Asia Minor were experiencing various forms of
persecution.
John 10:1-10
John 10:1-10
Many voices call our name.
Our gospel presents two related images in which Jesus is
Can we be like the good
first the shepherd in charge of the sheep and then the gate
through which the sheep enter. These teachings are set in
sheep in this lesson and
the context of controversy. Jesus’ words are directed
recognize and respond to
against religious officials who do not know or truly care
the voice of Jesus calling
for their people. But Jesus knows his own sheep by name.
They hear his voice and find the fullness of life.
our name?

T

† Pick Up Your Copy Today!
Synthesis CE Study Guides for each weeks readings will
be available at the back of the church.

† Sermon Shorts

O

pen the eyes of our hearts. To replay all
our sermons, audio and videos follow this
link for The Sunday Sermons. Check out our
sermon archives as well.
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† Your Prayers Are Requested For…

t is such an intimate time when praying for the health and well being of others and
such a privilege. The people that we lift up to The Lord are part of our hearts for all
time. Please pray for…
.....Fr. George Hall, Brenda Darling, Jean & John
Stauffer, and other parishioners convalescing in
extended care facilities.
.....St. Mark’s, New Britain; St. Mark’s, New Canaan;
Christ Church, New Haven.
.....Revival at St. Paul’s and the greater Danbury area.
...... Parish prayer groups; intercessory prayer chains.
.....Ginny Beck, Clayton Ferry, Gary Stein, Ed
Licence, Joe & Barbara Hock, Sue Balla, Rose Barrett, Lorraine Estok, Jim Megura,
Jay Lawrence, Alex, Teresa Stacchiotti, Mary DeAnzeris, Michele Sarver & Lee
Rybos, continued healing. .....the safe return of Denise’s dog.
.....the people of Macau; the people of Ethiopia; the Diocese of Namibia - (Southern Africa)
The Rt Revd Natanael Nakwatumba; and our sister and
brother members of the Kenya Baptist Convention.
.....Christians in the Middle East facing persecution at the
hands of ISIS forces. Pray also for radical Muslims
throughout the world to come to know Jesus Christ.
.....Michael for protection from mortar attacks in Somalia
with the UN peacekeeping service.
.....Town of Brookfield Food Pantry, the recipient of our
food basket collections for the month of May.
.....Christian Community Church, Danbury, a
congregational partner of the Jericho Partnership.
.....Drew Ross, healing of major surgery for throat cancer;
and Joe, who is undergoing treatment for Lymphoma.
.....the Right Use of God's Gifts .
.....Mary Nigro, Bill Nigro’s mother, recovering from a
broken hip.
.....Rose Barrett, speedy recovery to her wrist from a
recent fall.
.....Debbi Pomeroy, rapid healing of several broken bones
in her hand so that she can return to work.
.....Cathy Schrull, healing, and peace and comfort during
her treatments.

† This & That & Links

(Click on pictures or red links for more info)

Links We Like
Things That Make You
Think
Back Issues of Sword
Points

Shepherding in the
Holy Land
Impromptu interview with
two young shepherds in
Israel.
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Our Therapy
Dog, Sir
Arthur,
recently spent
some quality
time with
animal lover,
Brenda
Darling.

Just For Fun !

(And Christian Fellowship)

Random Fact of the
Week!

D

id you know ... that Route 25
was originally laid out as a toll
road known as the
Bridgeport and
Newtown Turnpike
in 1801 and ran
from Bridgeport via
Newtown borough
to Brookfield
Center?

†

It Takes An Editorial Board
Contributors to this Weeks
Sword Points:

M

ary Allen, Chris Barrett, Ray Ferro,
Steve Hemming, Diane Loring, Bill
Loring, Lois Hunt, Beth Miller, Nicole
O’Connors, Patrick
O’Connors, Mary
Perry, Ken Perry,
Kirsten Peterson,
Debbi Pomeroy,
Reyna Sampson,
John Sarver, Joe
Shepley, Tara
Shepley, David
Szen, Pam Szen,
John Tuthill, Don
Winkley and Gail
Winkley.
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