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† Our Special Moments
“Our times are in your hand.”

Psalm 31:15

Dear Family of St. Paul's,

O

ne of our special moments we share together occurs
on the first Sunday of each month, where we
celebrate birthdays and anniversaries.

We use the birthday blessing from our Book of
Common Prayer, beginning with the above Psalm
quotation (which happens to be assigned for this
Sunday's service), and begins, "O God, our times
are in your hand: look with favor we pray on your
servant as they begin another year" (p. 830).
We celebrate by
honoring the
gift of life as God's
household of faith. We
walk as one in Christ through all
seasons of
life, loving
God, and loving one
another. Our times are truly in God's hand, and
what a joy it is sharing the milestones of our
lives together as the church.

Faithfully,

† Happy Birthday to You!

T

im Tilford celebrates tomorrow! Saturday is the big day for Ryan Friedly.
Throw a party on Sunday for Juliet Barbieri. Bake a cake on Monday for
Davis Hock, Jack Powell & Pamela Koniecki. Mason Sampson will be blowing
out candles on Tuesday. Fr. Bill Loring will be opening presents on Wednesday.
Have a blessed day everyone!

† Who We Are

by John Tuthhill

"But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation,
God's special possession, that you may declare the praises of Him
who called you out of darkness into his wonderful light."

1 Peter 2:9 (NIV)

I

magine rushing into church one Sunday morning. Searching for an open spot nearest
where you like to sit, you notice immediately that everyone there, every person from
our youngest new-born through to the most seasoned of all our saints, everyone is wearing a
clerical collar of a priest. Instinctively, disbelievingly, you reach
up to your own collar to
check - sure enough,
you're mysteriously
wearing one too. This
may sound like a dream,
but our epistle reading
this Sunday (1 Peter 2:210) calls every Christian
chosen for "royal
priesthood." We are made "priests" for the purpose to proclaim
God’s Word and the "praises of Him who
called us out of darkness. We do it as fitting
to our vocations (such as pastors to those in
the pews, parents to our children, and, each of
us to each other). To all others outside the
church we explain the hope we have within us
- the saving Good News of the Gospel (1
Peter 3:15).
Old Testament priests were greatly
privileged and a rare commodity chosen by
God. Their priesthood was a shadow of the
coming ministry of Jesus. When the thick
temple veil that covered the entrance to "Holy
of Holies" in the Temple was torn in two by
God at the moment of our Savior's death on
the cross (Matthew 27:51), this signaled that
the Old Testament type of priesthood was no
longer necessary. Now all of God's people
may come directly to God through our Great
High Priest, Jesus Himself (Hebrews 4:1416). Believers are privileged. We are chosen
by God for His purpose.
- Thanks be to God!
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You can vote in
our poll on the
home page of our
website!

† This Week at St. Paul’s
Thu, May 11 Sat, May 13 -

5:45 pm
7:30 pm
7:30 am
7:30 am
10:00 am

-

Boot Camp, Crocker Hall
Music Night, Sanctuary
Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Crocker Hall
John 21:12 Group, Theo’s Diner, New Milford
Jericho Food Pantry, Danbury

8:00 am
9:30 am
10:30 am
10:30 am
7:00 pm
7:00 pm
9:15 am
5:45 pm
7:00 pm
7:15 pm
10:00 am
5:45 pm
7:30 pm
7:30 am
7:30 am
8:30 am
9:30 am

-

Traditional Holy Communion (LiveStream)
First Communion Class, Level 2 Classroom
Sunday School
Contemporary Holy Communion (LiveStream)
Men’s Bible Study, Crocker Hall (LiveStream)
Stephen Ministry, Guild Room
Ladies Bible Study, Guild Room
Boot Camp, Crocker Hall
Ladies Evening Ministry, Guild Room
Boy Scouts Troop 5, Crocker Hall
Holy Communion & Healing
Boot Camp, Crocker Hall
Music Night, Sanctuary
Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Crocker Hall
John 21:12 Group, Theo’s Diner, New Milford
Mission Trip Prep Day
PraiseMoves, Crocker Hall

8:00 am
9:30 am
10:30 am
10:30 am

-

Fifth Sunday of Easter

Sun, May 14 -

Mon, May 15 Tue, May 16 -

Wed, May 17 Thu, May 18 Sat, May 20 -

Sixth Sunday of Easter

Sun, May 21 -

Traditional Holy Communion (LiveStream)
Rector’s Forum, Guild Room
Sunday School
Contemporary Holy Communion /
First Communion (LiveStream)

Click Below to

Click Below to
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Our summer mission trip is less than seven weeks away and we’re into
our final fundraiser for the trip. We are a little over half way there to
getting the students fully sponsored for the summer mission trip. But,
we still have 27 sponsors to go! You can make any donation amount,
the important part is committing to praying for a student and writing
the note of encouragement for them to read during the trip. Please
consider sponsoring one of the 12 students going on the trip. You can
sign up during coffee hour.

With whom did the people who witnessed the stoning of Stephen leave their
clothes?
Acts 7:55-58 NIV
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† Sunday School Lessons
 Early Elementary
 Unit 21: Jesus’ Friends Help Others
 Bible Basis: Peter tells Cornelius about
Jesus (Acts 10:1-9, 17b-48).
 Lesson Focus: God’s message is for everyone.
 Memory Verse: Serve one another in love. Galatians 5:13
 Upper Elementary
 Unit 21: How Believers Live
 Bible Basis: A loyal Peter tells a
court that he must do what God
wants him to do (Acts 4:1-22;; 5:12
-42).
 Lesson Focus: In all situations, obey God first.
 Memory Verse: Peter and the other apostles replied: “We must obey God
rather than men!” Acts 5:29

† Would You Make A Dream Come True?

O

n the main bulletin board in the Sunday School hallway, we have
put up a teacher wish list. These are all items that our teachers
would like to put to good use in their Sunday School classroom. Some
items on the board right now are a magnetic, chalkboard easel for the
nursery, a set of Megablocks, a $25 gift certificate to Costco and a poster
of the Nicene Creed! If you would like to support the work they do with
our children each week, please take a star, record your contact information and bring that item to the church with you one week. You can
place all items on the bookcase in the Sunday School hallway. A big
thank you to Marie Williams who took a star to provide a first aid kit
for the hallway and to Connie Williams who offered to bring in a new
set of pretend food for the nursery! Thank you both for your support.

† Men’s Study Active & Thriving

H

uman suffering, divine sovereignty and the quest to understand God's will: these
are topics we wrestle with in our Monday Men's Bible Study. Up to two dozen
men are currently studying
the Book of Job each
Monday from 7-8 pm.
Please join us in this verse
by verse study as we
plumb the depths of God's
word together. Each
sessions is available life
on LiveStream and is
archived YouTube.
8

T

he Rector's Forum begins a new study on May 21st,
led by Jay Trott. As we begin Ecclesiastes, we see
that the writer was ready for Christ! Ecclesiastes is an entirely
unique book in the Bible - a book of pure philosophy. The purpose
of pure philosophy is to find happiness, but what Ecclesiastes (or
Solomon) found was something very different. No achievement and
no pleasure has any meaning without Christ; that is, without life.
It is a profound and sobering book, just as relevant now as
the day it was written. And in the end it is also a practical
book with sound advice about how to live a good life.

Sandy Chadwick, Kathy Whipple and Tony Arcamone will be
participating in this event.
They'll be "on" around 11:45 to noon. It would be great for our
St. Paul's family to come, and donate to a very good cause.

The
Rector’s
Forum

Which disciple
asked Jesus to
"show us the
Father?"
John 14:8-9 NIV

“Transforming Lives
Through Jesus”
St. Paul’s Church
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T

he Hopeline Baby Bottle Campaign begins on Mother’s Day.
Hopeline is a Christian-based ministry supporting women during
unplanned pregnancies. In addition to
material assistance for the care of the
newborn, such as cribs, clothing,
diapers, and other supplies, Hopeline
offers counseling, support, and ultrasounds
performed on newly pregnant women by
an Ob-Gyn trained physician. They offer
post-abortion counseling to women of any
age.
St. Paul’s supports Hopeline through its
annual “Change for Change” Baby Bottle Fundraiser. There are baby
bottles at the back of the church and in the Parish Hall that we ask you to
please fill with your loose change and bills and return them on June 18th,
Father’s Day. Please Note: Checks should be made out to St. Paul’s with
“Hopeline” in the memo line.
For more information, contact: Barbara DeAnzeris or Bonnie Wanzer.

† Mother’s Day

n the Middle Ages, many people had to travel far from home to earn
a living. They became servants where work was available, or they
learned a trade from someone who was willing to teach them.
These people were given a special holiday every year. It came on the
Fourth Sunday of Lent, on Laetare (“rejoice”) Sunday. In the liturgy on this
day the city of Jerusalem is called our mother. We rejoice because when
Easter arrives we will be reunited with mother Jerusalem.
Laetare Sunday came to be called Mothering Sunday. On this day people
would go home to see their mothers. Many family reunions were held.
People were even excused from the Lenten fast on that day.
The Mother’s Day we now celebrate in May was started in the
early twentieth century by an American woman named Anna Jarvis.
After her mother died, she suggested that a memorial service be
held in church to honor all mothers. The first such service was held
in a Philadelphia church in 1908. Those who attended were asked to
wear white carnations in memory of their mothers.
People were so taken with the observance of such a day that in 1914 Congress
proclaimed the second Sunday in May as Mother’s Day. Other countries adopted
the idea. In England they restored the old custom of Mothering Sunday in Lent.
A mother provides life and nourishment. On this day we remember all who are
examples of a mother’s love.
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† He Is Always With Us
“God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble.”

by Steve Hemming

Psalm 46:1

W

e all go through challenging seasons in our lives; for Jesus our Lord told us that
we will face tribulation in this world (John 16:33). And I’m willing to bet there
have been plenty of times in the midst of your trials where you have wondered, “God,
where are you?” I’ve certainly felt that way. But I’ve learned from some recent
experiences that God is right there with us, and is working in our lives on our behalf.
Since the beginning of March, it has been necessary for me to put in many extra hours at
work, in an effort to support the ever-increasing number of
events that are taking place at WPI. It has become
“normal” for me to wake-up very early each day, go in to
work, stay late, then go home, eat dinner, and go to bed,
only to repeat the exact same routine the next day, and the
one after that, and so on and forth; sort of like what
happened in the movie “Groundhog Day.” While in the
natural, it has been a very draining and lonely experience, I
know in truth that I have never been alone, for God has
been with me each and every moment. I have a
paperweight on my desk at work, in front of my keyboard,
with an inscription that serves as a constant reminder of His
presence; “Be strong and courageous! Do not be afraid or discouraged for the Lord your
God is with you wherever you go,” from Joshua 1:9.
In addition to the very long days at work, I’ve also been subjected to unwarranted
criticism. Just the other day, one of my direct reports told me that I try too hard to satisfy
our customers’ needs, especially when they come to us expecting support, with little or no
advance notice. His suggestion was that I “should say NO to all last minute requests in
order to teach the customers a lesson, so they’ll give us more notice next time.” That’s not
going to happen, for I believe in and adhere to the essence of Colossians 3:23, which states,
“And whatever you do, do it heartily, as to the Lord and not to men.”
Additionally, we’ve recently had technological issues occur that disrupted two important
presentations at the university, whereby some members of the school’s administration have
implied that I was at fault in both instances. While I was able to prove these situations were
completely out of my control, it has been both disappointing and discouraging to be the
focus of such unmerited blame. Still, the Lord has been with me, and has brought me
encouragement through His word, such as what He spoke in Isaiah 41:10, “Fear not, for I
am with you; be not dismayed, for I am your God. I will strengthen you, yes, I will help you,
I will uphold you with My righteous right hand.”
Last Thursday night, I coordinated the technology for a very important dinner event at
WPI, which was attended by VIP members of the university, as well as business leaders and
politicians. Given the scrutiny I had been under lately, I made sure everything ran
flawlessly during the afternoon rehearsals. I forwarded through the PowerPoint (PPT)
presentation I was given several times, to make sure the slides were in the right order.
When the event started that night, as I pressed forward through the first four slides,
everything ran smoothly as expected. However,
moments after I forwarded to the 5th slide, the
presentation automatically forwarded to the 6th, then 7th,
then to the 8th slide. I changed over to the back-up
system I had in place, and the same thing happened,
slides forwarded themselves from the 5th to the 8th slide.
It was an embarrassing nightmare; I had 300 pairs of eyes
looking at me, as though I had botched the presentation.
Given all of the preventive measures I took, initially,
I was enraged by what happened with the presentation,
and I screamed inside, “God, how could you let this
happen? Where were you?” After I calmed down, I
(Continued on page 12)
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(Continued from page 11)

He Is Always With Us

realized the obvious - He was there. You see, as a precaution, I had a coworker, Matt, work
with me that night. During the dinner, Matt did some investigating, as was able to
determine that some strange animations were embedded into some of the PPT slides that
caused them to forward on their own. He fixed the problem, and the remainder of the slides
and video ran perfectly during the after-dinner program. It was the first time since I started
at WPI, that I had someone assist me with running a presentation. God knew well before
Thursday that I wouldn’t have been able to figure out the problem on my own, so He had
Matt join me that night. God’s timing is always perfect – surely, He is our very present help
in time of trouble.
Moving forward, next week is the busiest time of the year for me, as I will oversee all
the technology involved with our commencement ceremonies that will start Thursday and
run through Saturday. All my efforts next week will be devoted towards coordinating an
elaborate set-up of audio, video, and live-streaming that will be viewed by over 10,000
people. It will be critical that everything runs perfectly. I know that God will direct my
steps as I put all my trust in Him. I have the utmost confidence in Him, for He gave me
another miraculous example of His provision just a couple of days ago.
Thursday morning, I received an email from a client seeking support for a huge
conference that will be taking place the Monday and Tuesday after commencement. Given
what the customer was asking for, we should have been notified about this event at least a
few months ago. And while I learned that the space for this particular conference had been
reserved way back in November of last year, they didn’t have the wherewithal to approach
me much sooner with their needs. Because of our limited staffing and equipment resources
during the week after commencement, we simply cannot fulfill the client’s elaborate
requests. Later that afternoon, I was shocked to receive yet another short notice request
from a different department asking for assistance with a big anniversary celebration on the
Thursday after commencement. We don’t have the equipment or personnel to take care of
this event either.
After I sought the Lord about what to do, I was led to reach out for help to our external
Audio/Visual vendor, Image Production Services, who will be providing significant support
for our commencement next week, as well as the WPI student organization, Lens & Lights
(LNL) who provide audio and lighting support on campus. I already knew that immediately
after our commencement concludes on Saturday, May 13 th, Image will be packing up their
gear and heading to Clark University the next day to begin set-up for their commencement.
And since school ended May 2nd, it was highly unlikely there would be any students from
LNL still on campus to support either event during the week after commencement. The
odds were greatly stacked against me with regards to the chances of getting any help with
these two big events that had fallen into my lap in one day. However, by faith, I sent out
email requests to both Image and LNL for support. I left work, and after a quick bit to eat at
home, I went to bed.
I woke up very early yesterday morning and checked
my email – both Image and LNL had responded to my
inquiry, and they each told me that they could provide
the necessary support for both events at WPI the week
after commencement. I fell to my knees, and began to
thank God profusely. I told Him, “I can’t believe you
did this for me.” He responded immediately by speaking
these words to my heart; “I have loved you with an
everlasting love.” Remembering these words were from
Jeremiah 31:3, I immediately burst into tears of great joy
and thanksgiving, as I realized at that very moment that
God has always been with me, even during those times
in my life I didn’t feel His presence. What the Lord did
for me yesterday morning, solidified my understanding
and assurance that He loves me and is with me at all
times.
Despite what we may feel during seasons of
adversity, we need not be afraid, for God is always with us, and He will never leave us.
12

Christ is described as the head and
cornerstone, and we are urged to come to him
as living stones to be built into a spiritual
house. How solid is your spiritual house? As
a follower, do your habits create a haven for
God to inhabit and work through? Is Christ
the cornerstone reflected to others through
the mirror or your life?

† Pray It Up

N

otice the Red and White prayer request cards in the pew? Each
Sunday, fill out your request, put it in the red bowl on the table on
the way to communion. Then take a card from the bowl either right then or
after service. Pray for that request for one week. How comforting to know
that your request is being prayed for and that you are praying for someone
else’s! You might just be praying for the person sitting next to you! Or, if
you’d prefer - please send your request to St. Paul’s at
prayingnow2@gmail.com!
Name Tags - Remember how
awkward you felt when you first
came to St. Paul’s because you
didn’t know anyone or when you
visit a different church? Name
tags help. So, please be courteous to your
fellow parishioners, to newcomers, visiting clergy and
guests by extending a warm welcome to them and by
wearing your name tag. And remember to wear them
to coffee hour as well.
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† Scholarly Speaking
Liturgical Colors

I

was recently asked about the colors we use for our vestments and hangings
in the church, and while I did write something on this before, it was some
years ago, and this might be a good time to take another look at the subject.
It should be noted at the start that The Episcopal Church has never adopted any
rule as to the colors of vestments, hangings, or other furnishings. Indeed we have
only the most rudimentary rules about any vestments or other
ornaments.* The Ordination services (BCP, pp. 510-555) direct the
candidate for ordination to wear either an alb or a surplice (in the case
of a bishop an alb or a rochet) at the start and to add vestments
according to the order of ministry after the laying on of hands. For a
deacon this may be a stole worn over the left shoulder, for a priest, a
stole worn over both shoulders, and for a bishop no specific vesture is
named. Even the stoles are only suggested, and a tippet (black scarf) or
anything locally recognized as a priestly garment could be used instead.
(Prior to the present BCP earlier American books only called for the
ordinands to be “decently habited.”) The only other ornaments
specifically mentioned in the BCP are a baptismal font, the altar, a white
cloth to go on it during the Eucharist, a cup for the wine, a lectern and/
or pulpit, and a dignified book for reading the lessons.
Aside from rules (or the absence of them), colored vestments
generally dropped out of use in the Church of England under Elizabeth
I, and thus never came to America, until the mid-19th c. when they
began to be revived under the influence of the Oxford movement.
Frontals and copes were used in England,
(and the former in this country) but these
usually did not follow seasonal color schemes,
depending on rich materials, rather than specific colors,
for their effect.† In England pre-Reformation rules on
color were nominally continued (but with the virtual loss
of colored vestments they were moot). More to the point
they were essentially local and adapted to what
churches actually had. There are a number of surviving
inventories of vestments and of directions as to specific
colors (or even specific vestments)‡ but wide variations
from place to place, and sometimes from time to time,
are found. The great feasts were often celebrated in the
best vestments, regardless of color, and green, blue, and
even black are often listed as best. The cope to the right
is so richly embroidered that I cannot assign a color to
it, but clearly it would qualify as a best vestment.
All this being said, a few widely accepted color sequences did come into use.
The Roman scheme, adopted after the Reformation,
o you have a question you
has been widely accepted among Anglicans, and I list
would like answered by our it here along with some possible variations from the
Scholar-in-Residence? Send your
more widespread English uses.
ecclesiastical, liturgical, doctrinal,
White (or Gold): Christmastide, Epiphany
(vestments decorated with stars are
historical or other inquiries to:
encouraged if available), Eastertide
Stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com.
(including Ascension) Trinity Sunday,
celebrations of our Lord, celebrations of our
Lady, celebrations of Angels, celebrations of other saints who are not martyrs
(yellow may be used instead), celebrations like the Conversion of St. Paul that honor
martyrs but for some other reason. White may be used throughout Easter season,
even on occasions when another color would be used at other times.

D

(Continued on page 15)
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(Continued from page 14)

Liturgical Colors

Red (or Gold): Pentecost, other celebrations of the Holy Ghost (such
as Ordinations), celebrations of martyrs including apostles and
evangelists (except St. John). Red was also widely used for ordinary
Sundays (after Epiphany and after Pentecost).
Violet (blue-purple or blue): Advent. It is often used for Lent, but
English and northern European usage was usually ash (off-white or ecru) and
modern Roman use calls for a red-purple. Although both are penitential,
the themes of Advent and Lent are different and I strongly recommend a
color distinction, even though we do not do this at St. Paul’s now. Violet
is also generally used for the Ember Days which fall on the
Wednesdays, Fridays, and Saturdays after Lent I (where ash or
another color is used for Lent it would be retained on these Ember Days),
after Pentecost, after Holy Cross Day, and after December 13th.
Dull red (e.g. oxblood): Holy Week (including in some places the first
part of the Easter Vigil – the Eucharist itself is normally celebrated in
white or best vestments). The same red was traditionally also used the
preceding week, and sometimes for Ash Wednesday. (Older Roman use
was purple [Black for Good Friday] throughout – the red is now used for
Palm Sunday.)
Green: Sundays after Epiphany and Pentecost (if red is not used) and
the weekdays in these seasons (unless a feast or special occasion is kept).
Mixed colors: On All Saints’ Day and on Corpus Christi (a
Thanksgiving for the Holy Eucharist) it is common to mix
white and red vestments in order to honor martyrs and other
saints on the one occasion, and to represent Christ’s Body and Blood on
the other.
Looking ahead, we shall be using White for the rest of May
(Eastertide), then Red on June 4 (Pentecost), White again on June 11 (Trinity), and
Green for the ordinary Sundays which follow. The first exception will be on August
6 (Transfiguration, a feast of Our Lord) when White or Gold will be in order. The
Wednesday Eucharists usually mark a holy day falling during the week so the
choice of color will vary accordingly.
______________________________________________________
*
†
‡

•

- Fr. Bill Loring, Scholar in Residence

“Vestments” refers to garments worn by ministers (including lay servers and the like) specifically for
services; “ornaments” refers to other items, normally portable, either functional (like vessels to hold
the bread and wine) or simply decorative (like flowers or an altar hanging).
The tapestry frontal that we use regularly at St. Paul’s is a current example of this.
Many of these are included in W. St J. Hope and E. G. C. F. Atchley, English Liturgical Colors, SPCK,
1917, and show a wide variety of colors in actual use. The same authors also produced a much
shorter edition of the book, An Introduction to English Liturgical Colors, SPCK. 1920, available online. A
summary of the inventories and other directions is found on pages 49-76.
At one time we had a nice Lent frontal and vestments of ecru that were still in use when I joined the
parish in the 1980’s, but they were since abandoned and some items are now apparently missing. The
frontal below is very similar to the one we formerly used.
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J

esus tells Philip that anyone
who believes in him will be able
“to perform even greater feats” than
he himself has. A faithful Follower
lives as if they have not only heard
this message, but have also accepted
it as a basis for their day-to-day
interactions with those around
them.

COFFEE HOUR HOSTS
May 14th 8 am - Durkin’s
May 21st 8 am - Christine MacMillan
May 28th 8 am - Ann & Dave Allen

10:30 am - Jack Collins
10:30 am - 1st Communion Reception
10:30 am - Memorial Day Parade
Contact Mary Allen at
203-775-6633 or
chamla@charter.net.

† Art in the Christian Tradition
Interior of the Church of Light
1999
Andō, Tadao, 1941Church of Light, Ibaraki, Japan

"M

r. Ando has shown an ability to suffuse
rooms with light in surprising ways.
One of his most famous projects is the Ibaraki
Kasugaoka Church in Ibaraki, Japan, which is
known as the Church of the Light because of the
cruciform-shaped opening in the concrete wall
behind the altar." [from The New York Times,
March 30, 2014.] -- "Dwelling in a house is a
search for the mind (kokoro) as the locus of god,
just as one goes to church to search for god. An
important role of the church is to enhance this
sense of the spiritual. In a spiritual place, people
find peace in their mind (kokoro), as in their
homeland." [ Jin Baek, Nothingness: Tadao
Ando’s Christian Sacred Space. Routledge, 2009. ]
-- Tadao Ando was the recipient of the Pritzker
Prize in Architecture in 1995. -- Photo by Attila
Bujdosó.
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Take the Challenge!

s part of our outreach, St. Paul’s donates gift cards and non-perishable items
to six area food pantries. The non-perishable items are provided by our
generous congregation and are truly appreciated. Donations for the food pantry can
be left in the basket at the back of the church and blessed during the Offertory.
Two weeks ago Laurie DoBosh challenged to 10:30 service to collect more food
than the 8 o’clockers. Delivery is made to one food pantry each month. Thank you.
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† Join Us to Celebrate First Communion - Sunday, May 21st!

A

ll of Saint Paul's is invited to celebrate with the eight students who will receive
First Communion during the 10:30 am service on Sunday, May 21st. Please
come support their hard work and commitment as they take this new step in
their faith. You are invited to join the students and their families downstairs in Crocker Hall
following the service for a reception in their honor. We hope to see you there!

† Transforming Stewardship
“The stone which the builders rejected has become the cornerstone”
1 Peter 2:7

E

veryone is given unique gifts. Many people are able to
recognize their talents and abilities, but there are many people
who are unsure of their gifts. This may make them feel worthless. If you
know someone who is struggling for a direction in life, give them a little
encouragement. Help them discern how they might use their
skills. No gift is too small or insignificant.
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† This Sunday’s Readings
Abiding in Christ
Acts 7:55-60
deacon of the church, Stephen, preaches salvation history before the high
priest and the council, culminating in a vision of Jesus standing at God’s
right hand. Those gathered are so provoked by this testimony that, enraged, they
drag him from the city and stone him to death. Those stoning Stephen lay their
cloaks at the feet of a young man named Saul, who will later become the apostle
Paul. Stephen prays to God to forgive those putting him to death, as did Jesus from
the cross.
Psalm 31:1-5, 15-16
A psalm of trust by one who looks to the Lord for mercy and protection.
1 Peter 2:2-10
This reading presents a series of images from the Old Testament, describing
Christians as a chosen people called by God to God’s service. It is possible that the
passage was once used during an Easter season baptismal liturgy. Newborn
disciples are to purify themselves and, as living stones, to join themselves to
John 14:1-14
Jesus, the rejected one, who now is the cornerstone of the spiritual temple.
If we substitute the "me"
They are the new Israel, called out of darkness into light.
John 14:1-14
with who Jesus says "me" is
In our gospel passage Jesus speaks with his disciples shortly before his
- the "I am" that he begins
passion and tells them that he is the way, the truth, and the life. He is the way
with - we get: No one comes
because he himself is going the way of the sacrifice of his death, so to prepare
to the Father, except
a place for his disciples. In this way followers will discover the truth that Jesus
through the way, the truth,
so intimately reflects the character of God that those who have seen him have
seen the Father. All who come to the Father through Jesus will find true life.
and the life.

A

† Pick Up Your Copy Today!
Synthesis CE Study Guides for each weeks readings will
be available at the back of the church.

† Sermon Shorts

M

ay we hear the shepherd’s voice. To
replay all our sermons, audio and videos
follow this link for The Sunday Sermons. Check
out our sermon archives as well.
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† Your Prayers Are Requested For…

t is such an intimate time when praying for the health and well being of others and
such a privilege. The people that we lift up to The Lord are part of our hearts for all
time. Please pray for…
.....Fr. George Hall, Brenda Darling, Jean & John
Stauffer, and other parishioners convalescing in
extended care facilities.
…..St. James’, New Haven; St. John’s, New Haven;
St. Luke’s, New Haven.
.....Revival at St. Paul’s and the greater Danbury area.
…..Companions in Mission for Publishing &
Communication, Education for Ministry leaders and
students.
.....Ginny Beck, Clayton Ferry, Gary Stein, Ed Licence, Joe & Barbara Hock, Sue
Balla, Rose Barrett, Lorraine Estok, Jim Megura, Jay Lawrence, Alex, Teresa
Stacchiotti, Mary DeAnzeris, Michele Sarver & Lee Rybos, continued healing. .....the
safe return of Denise’s dog.
.....the people of Malta; the people of Finland; the Diocese of New Busa - (Kwara, Nigeria)
The Rt Revd Israel Amoo; and our sister and brother members of the Convention of
Philippine Baptist Churches.
.....Christians in the Middle East facing persecution at the hands of ISIS forces. Pray also
for radical Muslims throughout the world to come to know Jesus Christ.
.....Michael for protection from mortar attacks in Somalia with the UN peacekeeping
service.
.....Town of Brookfield Food Pantry, the recipient of our food basket collections for the
month of May.
.....French Speaking Baptist Church,
Danbury, a congregational partner of
the Jericho Partnership.
.....Drew Ross, healing of major
surgery for throat cancer; and Joe,
who is undergoing treatment for
Lymphoma.
.....those Who Influence Public Opinion.
.....Mary Nigro, Bill Nigro’s mother, recovering from a broken hip.
.....Rose Barrett, speedy recovery to her wrist from a recent fall.
.....Cathy Schrull, healing, and peace and comfort during her treatments.

† This & That & Links

(Click on pictures or red links for more info)

Links We Like
Things That Make You Think
Back Issues of Sword
Points

Jen Hubbard at
Danbury Prayer
Breakfast
This is not so much a sad
message as it is one of
hope for all those that are
experiencing storms in
their lives.
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You MUST
watch this video
of Jen Hubbard
speaking at the
recent Danbury
Prayer Breakfast.
Jen’s daughter
attended Sandy
Hook Elementary
School.

Just For Fun !

(And Christian Fellowship)

Random Fact of the Week!

D

id you know ... That the world’s largest
treehouse was built by a minister who
says he had a visionary commandment from
God to build it? Click on the picture to the
right for a video tour.

†

It Takes An Editorial Board
Contributors to this Weeks
Sword Points:

M

ary Allen, Chris Barrett, Ray Ferro,
Steve Hemming, Diane Loring, Bill
Loring, Lois Hunt, Dori McManus, Beth
Miller, Nicole
O’Connors, Patrick
O’Connors, Mary
Perry, Ken Perry,
Kirsten Peterson,
Reyna Sampson,
John Sarver, Joe
Shepley, Tara
Shepley, David
Szen, Pam Szen,
John Tuthill, Don
Winkley and Gail
Winkley.
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