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† How Is a House Built?
“By wisdom a house is built, and by
understanding it is established; by
knowledge the rooms are filled with
all precious and pleasant riches.”
Proverbs 24:3-4

Dear Friends,

T

he blessing of a home is a special service we offer in the Episcopal tradition of the Christian
faith. For those that partake in it, they speak of a newfound sense of peace and reverence all
around them.
Beginning with a Eucharist, then followed by sprinkling each room with Holy Water coupled with
prayers derived from Scripture, such sacred moments bring us closer together as a spiritual family.
Our recent house blessing involved a procession through the Williams' home by our assembled
gathering, followed by the presentation of a special certificate to the family, and then wonderful
food and fellowship. May this unique and deeply personal worship opportunity continue to expand among our household of faith.
Pentecost blessings,

D

† Trinity Sunday

T

his Sunday, June 11th, is Trinity Sunday, one of seven principal feast days in the
Episcopal Church.
It is one of the few feasts of the Christian Year that celebrates a reality and doctrine
rather than an event or person. On Trinity Sunday we remember and honor the eternal God:
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. It is always celebrated the Sunday after Pentecost,
and lasts only one day, which is symbolic of the unity of the Trinity.
The Trinity is one of the most fascinating - and controversial - Christian dogmas. The
Trinity is a mystery. By mystery the Church does not
mean a riddle, but rather the Trinity is a reality above our
human comprehension that we may begin to grasp, but
ultimately must know through worship, symbol, and faith.
It has been said that mystery is not a wall to run up
against, but an ocean in which to swim. The common
wisdom is that if you talk about the Trinity for longer than
a few minutes you will slip into heresy because you are
probing the depths of God too deeply. The Trinity is best
described in the Nicene Creed. Essentially the Trinity is
the belief that God is one in essence (Greek ousia), but
distinct in person (Greek hypostasis). Don't let the word
"person" fool you. The Greek word for person means
"that which stands on its own," or "individual reality," and
does not mean the persons of the Trinity are three human
persons. Therefore we believe that the Father, the Son,
and the Holy Spirit are somehow distinct from one another
(not divided though), yet completely united in will and
essence. How can this be? An illustration to explain the
Trinity is the musical chord. Think of a C-chord. The C,
E, and G notes are all distinct notes, but joined together as
one chord the sound is richer and more dynamic than had
the notes been played individually. The chords are all
equally important in producing the rich sound, and the
sound is lacking and thin if one of the notes is left out.
The Son is said to be eternally begotten of the Father,
while the Holy Spirit is said to proceed from the Father
through the Son. Each member of the Trinity
interpenetrates one another, and each has distinct roles in
creation and redemption, which is called the Divine
economy. For instance, God the Father created the world
through the Son and the Holy Spirit hovered over the waters at creation.
The Nicene definition of the Trinity developed over time, based on Scripture and
Tradition. The Scriptures call the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit "God," yet the three
are also clearly distinct.. Over time, and with the aid of the Holy Spirit, the Church
reflected on the implications of God's nature, and even began using the word Trinity by the
middle of the 2nd century to describe the relationship between the Father, Son, and Spirit.
Trinity Sunday has been especially popular in Anglican circles, perhaps because Thomas
Becket (1118–70) was consecrated Archbishop of Canterbury on the Sunday after Whit
Sunday, and his first act was to ordain that the day of his consecration should be held as a
new festival in honor of the Holy Trinity. This observance spread from Canterbury
throughout the whole of Christendom.
The Burial Rite
for John Stauffer
will be held on
Saturday, June 17
at 11 am.
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Milestones - If one member suffers, all suffer together with it; if one
member is honored, all rejoice together with it. 1 Corinthians 12:26.

John Stauffer
June 6, 1927 - June 6, 2017

T

he Rector's Forum began a new study recently, led
by Jay Trott. As we explore Ecclesiastes, we see
that the writer was ready for Christ! Ecclesiastes is an entirely
unique book in the Bible - a book of pure philosophy. The purpose
of pure philosophy is to find happiness, but what Ecclesiastes (or
Solomon) found was something very different. No achievement
and no pleasure has any meaning without Christ; that is, without
life. It is a profound and sobering book, just as relevant now
as the day it was written. And in the end it is also a practical
book with sound advice about how to live a good life.

Congratulations Fr. Crocker on the 50th
Anniversary of his ordination. On June 13,
1967 George was ordained by Bishop Walter
Gray of the Diocese of Connecticut.

The
Rector’s
Forum

I always thank my God for you
because of his grace given you in
Christ Jesus. 1 Corinthians 1:4

† This Week at St. Paul’s
Thu, Jun 8

-

Sat, Jun 10

-

Sun, Jun 11

-

Mon, Jun 12 Tue, Jun 13 -

Wed, Jun 14 Thu, Jun 15 Fri, Jun 16
Sat, Jun 17

-

Sun, Jun 18

-

5:45 pm
7:30 pm
7:30 am
7:30 am
9:30 am
10:00 am

-

Boot Camp, Crocker Hall
Music Night, Sanctuary
Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Crocker Hall
John 21:12 Group, Theo’s Diner, New Milford
PraiseMoves, Crocker Hall
Jericho Food Pantry, Danbury

First Sunday after Pentecost: Trinity Sunday
8:00 am
9:30 am
10:30 am
10:30 am
12:00 pm
7:00 pm
9:15 am
5:45 pm
7:00 pm
7:15 pm
10:00 am
5:45 pm
7:00 pm
7:30 pm
4:00 pm
7:30 am
7:30 am
11:00 am

-

Second Sunday after Pentecost
8:00 am
9:30 am
10:30 am
10:30 am

-

Click Below to

Traditional Holy Communion (LiveStream)
Rector’s Forum, Guild Room
Sunday School
Contemporary Holy Communion (LiveStream)
Sunday School Picnic
Men’s Bible Study, Crocker Hall (LiveStream)
Ladies Bible Study, Guild Room
Boot Camp, Crocker Hall
Ladies Evening Ministry, Guild Room
Boy Scouts Troop 5, Crocker Hall
Holy Communion & Healing
Boot Camp, Crocker Hall
Healing Team, Guild Room
Music Night, Sanctuary
Quassy Wings & Things
Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Crocker Hall
John 21:12 Group, Theo’s Diner, New Milford
John Stauffer Burial Rite
Click Below to

Traditional Holy Communion (LiveStream)
Rector’s Forum, Guild Room
Sunday School
Contemporary Holy Communion (LiveStream)
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† Why Keep Growing?
"For by doing this you will never stumble into sin."

by John Tuthhill

2 Peter 1:10 - (NET Bible Translation)

T

his may come as a shocking command that jumps out of your Bible at you; “make
your calling and election sure,” as the King James Version puts it in a different
translation of the same verse. Surprising? Yes, to me
at least. (Didn't our Lord say, "It is finished!"
("Tetelesti") on the cross (John 19:30)?
Earlier in the same chapter, Peter writes of God
“who called us by his own glory and goodness” (2 Peter
1:3). God has selected whom to save from before time
began. So if God is the one who calls and elects, the
believer’s calling and election should be already “sure”
- at least from God’s point of view. The command in
the verse seems rather to be for our own benefit, as
believers, and for
US to be sure from
OUR point of view. It seems God WANTS Us to have
that same "blessed assurance" of fully knowing we are
saved. But wait - that's not all! God even gives us the
best way to know it, by working to constantly pursuing
and following His will to actively be growing in our
Christian life.
Peter lists the qualities to pursue elsewhere, in what
many know well as a memory verse; "goodness,
knowledge, self-control, perseverance, godliness, mutual
affection, and love" (2 Peter 1:7). These things are the
“these things” that verse 10 (see above) refers to. These
are what to keep on with, and "For by doing this, you
will never stumble into sin" (vs. 11).
Living our life in Jesus by the power of the Holy Spirit is a gift that is both already given
and one to grow into. By this we can know we have eternal life (1 John 5:13) and be
allowed to serve as a living testimony to the power of God, who changed us.
Thanks be to God!

† Eye of Providence

I

4

n 1782, the "Eye of Providence" (seen here on the U.S. $1 bill) was approved for the
reverse side of the Great Seal of the United States.
Today some people think of Freemasonry when they see
the symbol (thanks in part to the popular move "National
Treasure"), but that organization only first used one that was
similar years afterward (1797).
The Eye of Providence appears on the seal as the capstone
of an unfinished pyramid, which is left unfinished to show the
hope of the Nation's growth. The base of the pyramid is
inscribed with “1776” in Roman numerals. Under the pyramid
is a banner reading “Novus Ordo Seclorum” (Latin for “New
Order of the Ages”). Above are the words “Annuit Cœptis”
which is Latin for “(Providence) Favors (or has favored) (our)
Undertakings.” The idea behind the Great Seal, then, is that
the Eye of Providence shows favor to America in its founding
in a new era of history. During the Medieval and Renaissance
periods, the symbol was first used by Christians within an
added triangular frame as a way of showing the Trinity.

† The Rock

by Steve Hemming

“I will love You, O Lord, my strength. The Lord is my rock and my fortress and my
deliverer; My God, my strength, in whom I will trust; My shield and the horn of my
salvation, my stronghold. I will call upon the Lord, who is worthy to be praised; So shall I
be saved from my enemies.”
Psalm 18:1-3

T

here is only one Rock. I’m not talking about Dwayne Johnson, the movie star,
otherwise known by his WWE wrestling persona as “the Rock.” No, our only and
true Rock is the Lord Jesus Christ, the stone which the builders rejected, who became the
chief cornerstone (Psalm 118:22), and our sure
foundation (Isaiah 28:16). And whomever
believes on Him will by no means be put to
shame (1 Peter 2:6).
During my prayer time early this morning, I
was led to speak out loud the words from
Psalm 18:1-3. You see, we had another
mysterious Audio/Visual (AV) equipment
failure involving the WPI president Thursday
night, and she was furious. I can understand
her being upset, given this is Alumni Weekend,
and the fifth time we’ve had an unexplainable technological breakdown since early March.
While the threats were not direct, the president’s staff essentially told me to “fix the
problem, or else…” Talk about pressure! Given that by the grace of God I’ve had a
flawless record regarding providing AV
support for over 30 years until earlier
this year, I could sense something evil
has been afoot.
Because I needed to be saved from
my visible and invisible enemies, I
sought the Lord diligently in prayer. He
gave me an unconventional solution to
solve the problem, through the use of
old technology. After I applied the
Lord’s strategy, the equipment worked
fine during yesterday’s special luncheon
for the WPI Alumni, but the true test
was this morning, where the president
would be making an important
presentation, which involved sharing
her plan for the university’s future to
over 250 Alumni and their spouses, with
the hope of garnering their
emotional and financial support for
her initiatives.
Using the first three verses of
Psalm 18 as a prayer “template,” I
prayed calmly and confidently
about this morning’s presentation
at home, and in the actual venue at
WPI. I proclaimed who the Lord is
and what He would do on my
behalf. As the president gave her
(Continued on page 6)
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(Continued from page 5)

The Rock

presentation, I frequently praised and thanked the Lord under my breath. All the AV
technology ran smoothly, and everyone was pleased with the results.
While I am very grateful for what God did this morning, I know that I cannot let my
guard down, and rest easy now that a potential crisis was prevented. I know that I must
press on and press in to the Lord, for the challenges at work and in other areas of my life
will surely continue. I want to build the type of foundation for my life upon the Rock, that
He Himself describes in the book of Matthew, chapter 7:
“Therefore whoever hears these sayings of Mine, and does them, I will liken him to a
wise man who built his house on the rock: and the rain descended, the floods came, and the
winds blew and beat on that house; and it did not fall, for it was founded on the rock. But
everyone who hears these sayings of Mine, and does not do them, will be like a foolish man
who built his house on the sand: and the rain descended, the floods came, and the winds
blew and beat on that house; and it fell. And great was its fall.” (Matthew 7:24-27)
When difficulties come your way, do you rely on the Rock? For who is God, except the
Lord? And who is a rock, except our God? (Psalm 18:31)

“The Lord lives! Blessed
be my Rock! Let the God
of my salvation be
exalted.” Psalm 18:46

The Marginal Way in
Ogunquit, Maine (photo taken
on 5/19/17) by Steve Hemming

Our Daily Bread
Our Daily Bread for June,
July & August is now
available on the table in
the back of the church.
Our Daily Bread contains
a scripture verse and
meditation for each day.

“S

o long as this world continues its course,’ says Jesus to his followers, “I’ll be with you
day in and
day out.” We know
that the realities of life
in our world are
sometimes very difficult
to bear. How fortunate
the steward who faces
these with the
knowledge and
assurance that Jesus
accompanies them!
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† Transforming Saints of God
Thursday, June 8th

Roland Allen

Mission Strategist, 1947

R

oland Allen was an English missionary, supported by the Society for the
Propagation of the Gospel in Foreign Parts (SPG) who served briefly in North
China and for many years in East Africa. Allen believed that the mission work of the
western churches was paternalistic and deeply rooted in colonialist values
that were incompatible with the gospel.
Allen was born in 1868; his father was an Anglican priest. He attended
St. John’s College at Oxford and was ordained to the priesthood in 1893.
His first assignment with SPG was to North China where he served for
seven years before returning to England because of poor health. He served
briefly as a parish priest before turning to research and writing on mission
work and missionary methods. This work led him to East Africa,
particularly to Kenya, where he lived for much of the rest of his life.
Allen’s most famous work, Missionary Methods: St. Paul’s or Our’s, was
published in 1912. Allen argued that St. Paul’s vision was to build a
community, and raise up leaders so that the sacraments could be administered. The
community could be left alone to do their work of converting others to Jesus under the
guidance of the Holy Spirit. Allen continued to refine his methods in later writings
emphasizing the need for indigenous leadership as opposed to bishops and other leaders
coming from foreign territories. In many situations, Allen favored clergy who were
“tentmakers” - engaged in secular employment while serving their congregations - after the
example of St. Paul.
Allen possessed a gregarious temperament combined with absolute confidence in his
ideas. He raised people’s ire no matter where he went, but he was also praised for the
clarity of his convictions, his passion for the gospel, and his desire to see every local faith
community thrive under its own leadership.
Even though Allen’s ideas were often viewed with derision or, at least, suspicion, in his
own day, he was the catalyst for the reform of mission strategy throughout the world and
most of his ideas seem self-evident today.
Who instructed the disciples to "go and make disciples of all nations?"
Matthew 28:18-20 NIV

† ‘If only there were someone to mediate between us,
someone to bring us together’

A

new record of 25 men came to last week’s Men’s Bible Study. Aren’t you curious
why that happens? Human suffering, divine sovereignty and the quest to
understand God's will: these are topics we wrestle with in our Monday Men's Bible Study.
We are currently studying the Book of Job each
Monday from 7-8
pm. Please join us
in this verse by verse
study as we plumb
the depths of God's
word together.
Each sessions is
available life on
Join us Monday
LiveStream and is
Night to find out!
archived YouTube.
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† This Date on the Church Calendar
Monday, June 12th

St. Barnabas, Apostle

“J

oseph, a Levite born in Cyprus, whom the apostles called Barnabas (which means
son of encouragement), sold a field he owned, brought the money, and turned it
over to the apostles” (Acts 4:36–37). This first reference in the New Testament to Barnabas
introduces one whose missionary efforts would cause him to be called, like the Twelve, an
apostle. As a Jew of the Dispersion, he had much in common with Paul. When Paul came
to Jerusalem after his conversion, the disciples were afraid to receive
him. It was Barnabas who brought Paul to the apostles, and
declared to them how, on the road to Damascus, Paul had seen
the Lord, and had preached boldly in the name of Jesus (Acts
9:27). Later, Barnabas, having settled in Antioch, sent for
Paul to join him in leading the Christian Church in that city.
Barnabas and Paul were sent by the disciples in Antioch to
carry famine relief to the Church in Jerusalem. Upon their
return, the Church in Antioch sent them on their first
missionary journey beginning at Cyprus. At Lystra in Asia
Minor, the superstitious people took them to be gods,
supposing the eloquent Paul to be Mercury, the messenger of
the gods, and Barnabas to be Jupiter, the chief of the gods, a
testimony to the commanding presence of Barnabas. The
association of Barnabas and Paul was broken, after their
journey, by a disagreement about Mark, who had left the
mission to return to Jerusalem. After attending the Council of
Jerusalem with Barnabas, Paul made a return visit to the
Churches he and Barnabas had founded in Asia Minor. Barnabas and Mark went to Cyprus,
where Barnabas is traditionally honored as the founder of the Church.
It seems that Barnabas continued his journeys for the Gospel, because Paul mentions
him several times in his letters to the Galatians, the Corinthians, and the Colossians.
Tradition has it that he was martyred at Salamis in Cyprus.

Sunday School Celebration & Picnic!!

O

n Sunday, June 11th we will be celebrating the end of the
Sunday School year. Please mark your calendars to
come support the amazing dedication of the Sunday school
staff and the remarkable commitment of the students and
families that have participated all year. Students and
teachers will be honored during announcements at the 10:30
service and all are invited to join us in Crocker Hall for a
lunch reception to celebrate! If you are interested in bringing
food, please email Nicole at nmoconnors@gmail.com. Also
please note that summer Sunday school will begin the following
week on Sunday, June 18th. Please see Nicole if you are interested in helping.

† Happy Birthday to You!

J

oan Stein celebrates tomorrow! Saturday is the big day for Austin
Williams. Justin DoBosh & Penelope Soares will be opening
presents on Tuesday. Emily Yurcisin will be blowing out candles on
Wednesday. Have a blessed day everyone!
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† Hopeline Baby Bottle Campaign
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T

he Hopeline Baby Bottle Campaign began on Mother’s Day.
Hopeline is a Christian-based ministry supporting women during
unplanned pregnancies. In addition to
material assistance for the care of the
newborn, such as cribs, clothing,
diapers, and other supplies, Hopeline
offers counseling, support, and ultrasounds
performed on newly pregnant women by
an Ob-Gyn trained physician. They offer
post-abortion counseling to women of any
age.
St. Paul’s supports Hopeline through its
annual “Change for Change” Baby Bottle Fundraiser. There are baby
bottles at the back of the church and in the Parish Hall that we ask you to
please fill with your loose change and bills and return them on June 18th,
Father’s Day. Please Note: Checks should be made out to St. Paul’s with
“Hopeline” in the memo line.
For more information, contact: Barbara DeAnzeris or Bonnie Wanzer.

† Would You Make A Dream Come True?

O

n the main bulletin board in the Sunday School hallway, we have put up
a teacher wish list. These are all items that our teachers would like to put
to good use in their Sunday School classroom. Some items on the board right
now are a magnetic, chalkboard easel for the nursery, a set of Megablocks, a
$25 gift certificate to Costco and a poster of the Nicene Creed! If you would
like to support the work they do with our children each week, please take a
star, record your contact information and bring that item to the church with
you one week. You can place all items on the bookcase in the Sunday School
hallway. A big thank you to Dorothy Crocker who took a star to provide a
$25 gift card to Costco! Thank you so much for your support.

The Jericho Partnership is
seeking more mentors. For
more information contact
Fr. Joe or Sir Arthur.
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† Art in the Christian Tradition
Holy Trinity

Approximately 1426-28
Masaccio, 1401-2428?
Santa Maria Novella, Florence, Italy

"S

everal diverse
interpretations of the fresco
have been proposed. Most scholars
have seen it as a traditional kind of
image, intended for personal
devotions and commemorations of the
dead, although explanations of how
the painting reflects these functions
differ in their details. The
iconography of the Trinity, flanked by
Mary and John or including donors, is
not uncommon in Italian art of the late
14th and early 15th centuries, and the
association of the Trinity with a tomb
also has precedents. No precedent for
the exact iconography of Masaccio's
fresco, combining all these elements,
has been discovered, however. The
figures of the two patrons have most
often been identified as members of
the Lenzi family or, more recently, a
member of the Berti family of the
Santa Maria Novella quarter of
Florence. They serve as models of
religious devotion for viewers but,
because they are located closer to the
sacred figures than the viewers are,
they also lay claim to special status.
The tomb consists of a sarcophagus on
which lies a skeleton. "Carved" in the
wall above the skeleton is an
inscription: "IO FU[I] G[I]A QUEL
CHE VOI S[I]ETE E QUEL CH['] I
[O] SONO VO[I] A[N]C[OR]
SARETE" (I once was what you are
and what I am you also will be). This
memento mori underlines that the
painting was intended to serve as a
lesson to the viewers. At the simplest
level the imagery must have suggested
to the 15th-century faithful that, since
they all would die, only their faith in
the Trinity and Christ's sacrifice
would allow them to overcome their
transitory existences. According to
American art historian Mary
McCarthy: the fresco, with its terrible
logic, is like a proof in philosophy or
mathematics, God the Father, with His
unrelenting eyes, being the axiom
from which everything else
irrevocably flows." [from Wikipedia]
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† Scholarly Speaking
Angelus and Hail Mary

L

ast week, after we celebrated the Visitation of the BVM, our Bible Study
looked at the Gospel of the day, Luke 1:39-57. It is in this passage, and
in the preceding verses, 26-48, read on the Feast of the Annunciation, that we
find the Biblical source of the Hail Mary, and the devotion built around it
known as the Angelus.
The prayer Ave Maria (Latin for Hail Mary) combines the angel’s greeting
to Mary (Luke 1:27) with Elizabeth’s greeting (Luke 1:41): “Hail Mary, full
of grace, the Lord is with thee; blessed art thou among
women, and blessed is the fruit of thy womb, Jesus.” It
might be noted that the names, Mary and Jesus, are not
in the original text, but supplied from the context, and
the phrase “full of grace” is translated differently in
most English versions, but is taken directly from the
Latin vulgate – in the original Greek it reads “having
been filled with grace” and carries the implication that
that grace continues to be effective in her.
In modern (particularly Roman Catholic) usage the prayer
concludes with the petition, “Holy Mary, Mother of God, pray
for us sinners, now and at the hour of our death. Amen.”
While I find this petition unobjectionable, it seems to have
been a late addition to the prayer, and I generally prefer to omit it and simply
use the Biblical form. The prayer was included in many mediæval English (and
other) service books, apparently without the long ending (but it often simply
indicated by the word “Ave” so it is hard to say for sure.*
Although this prayer would have been widely said outside of the liturgy as a
personal devotion, the instances in the service books are all as private prayers
before the services, and were apparently omitted from the BCP for this reason.†
Oddly, however, Zwingli, the most ‘Protestant’ of the early
Reformers, retained it in his Liturgical materials for use at the
beginning of the Lord’s Supper.
The most common popular use of the Ave Maria was as a
component of the Angelus, a devotion which first appeared
among the Franciscans in the
early 13th century. It apparently
began with the simple recitation
of three Aves during the ringing
of a bell before Compline (the last service of the
day). Additional recitations at noon, and then in
the morning, were added, again with the ringing of
the bell before services. In time the format
became fixed:
A bell is tolled three times followed by,
℣. The Angel of the Lord announced unto
Mary.
℟. And she conceived
o you have a question you
by the Holy Ghost.
would like answered by our Hail Mary, full of grace, the Lord is with thee;
blessed art thou among women, and blessed is the
Scholar-in-Residence? Send your
fruit of thy womb, Jesus. [Holy Mary, Mother of
ecclesiastical, liturgical, doctrinal,
God, pray for us sinners, now and at the hour of
historical or other inquiries to:

D

Stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com.
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(Continued on page 13)

(Continued from page 12)

Angelus and Hail Mary

our death. Amen.]
The bell is tolled three more times, followed by.
℣. Behold the handmaid of the Lord.
℟. Be it unto me according to thy Word.
Hail Mary….
The bell is tolled three more times, followed by.
℣. The Word was made flesh.
℟. And dwelt among us.
Hail Mary….
The bell is tolled nine times, while there is said,
℣. Pray for us, O Holy Mother of God.
℟. That we may be made worthy of the promises of Christ
Let us pray.
We beseech thee, O Lord, pour thy grace into our hearts, that we who have
known the incarnation of thy Son Jesus Christ, announced by an angel to the
Virgin Mary, may by his cross and passion be brought unto the glory of his
resurrection; who liveth and reigneth with thee, in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever. Amen.‡
It will be seen that the first two versicles and responses are also taken from
the Annunciation Gospel, while the third pair is from the Christmas Gospel
(John 1), and the concluding prayer is the Collect for the Annunciation. At
home my research assistant and I usually recite this before Morning and
Evening Prayer (though usually without the bells) as a reminder of the
incarnation. While this has become a primarily Anglo-Catholic practice, I
would suggest that the solid Biblical and Prayer Book basis of this devotion (the
final ℣ and ℟ are not directly from either Scripture or the BCP, but link so well
with the final Collect that I find it hard to reject them) makes it suitable for any
Anglican (and almost any other Christian) who is moved to celebrate our Lord’s
Incarnation.
- Fr. Bill Loring, Scholar in Residence
______________________________________________________
* Breviarium Sarisburiense cum nota, ed. Renwick, onlne publication, 2006, Tomus A,
Fasciculus I, endnote, p. i notes that the earliest occurrence in England of the long
ending is in 1531. Recovered 6/1/2017.
†
The Collect for Purity and the Lord’s Prayer printed before it, and at the beginning of
Morning and Evening Prayer, in earlier editions of the Prayer Book are the only such
prayers that Cranmer carried forward into the BCP
‡
Wikipedia, s.v. Angelus. Recovered 6/1/17

† Fathers’ Day Memorials

F

ather's Day is June 18. Anyone wishing to have flowers on the altar in
loving memory of a father, please make your check payable to Saint
Paul's Church with the name or names of those to be remembered written on
the memo line. All memorials are due June 11. Contact Gail Winkley with
any questions at 203-775-3343 or gailwinkley@yahoo.com. All the
gentlemen worshiping with us on Father's Day will receive a boutonniere.
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S

unday’s Epistle concludes: “And
remember, I am with you always, to
the end of the age.” Family and friends may
fail us; life may be full of trials and
temptations; other groups may not live up to
our expectations. But God never fails - He
remains the rock of our hopes and salvation.
He is always present and ready to undergrid
our lives and faith … all we have to do is
ask. What a gift.

† Pray It Up

N

otice the Red and White prayer request cards in the pew? Each
Sunday, fill out your request, put it in the red bowl on the table on
the way to communion. Then take a card from the bowl either right then or
after service. Pray for that request for one week. How comforting to know
that your request is being prayed for and that you are praying for someone
else’s! You might just be praying for the person sitting next to you! Or, if
you’d prefer - please send your request to St. Paul’s at
prayingnow2@gmail.com!
Name Tags - Remember how
awkward you felt when you first
came to St. Paul’s because you
didn’t know anyone or when you
visit a different church? Name
tags help. So, please be courteous to your
fellow parishioners, to newcomers, visiting clergy and
guests by extending a warm welcome to them and by
wearing your name tag. And remember to wear them
to coffee hour as well.

T
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† “Can’t You See?”
he legend re-told below has been well-known since the Middle Ages.
However, there is no record of it in anything Augustine wrote or preached.
"The scene is the seashore, where there is a small pool and a little boy with a
seashell on a sandy beach on which St. Augustine, clad in his
episcopal robes, is walking, pondering with great difficulty the
mystery of the Most Holy Trinity. “Father, Son, Holy Spirit; three
in one!,” muttered St. "Aug," shaking his head…
As he approached the little boy who was running back and
forth between the sea and the pool with a seashell filled with water,
Augustine asked him: “Son, what is that you doing?”
“Can’t you see?” said the boy, “I’m emptying this entire ocean
into this pool!”
“Son, you can’t do that.” Augustine patiently answered.
The boy laughed and said, “I will sooner empty the entire sea
into this little pool than you will ever manage to contain the
mystery of the Most Holy Trinity in your head!”
Upon saying it, the boy, who was an angel according to the
legend, vanished, leaving Augustine alone again to contemplate the
mystery of the Most Holy Trinity."

† A Very Special Sunday School This Sunday!

U

pper elementary students will have the opportunity to share any and all Bible
memory verses that have been the focus of our lessons each week. Prizes will be
awarded to all who would like to bravely and boldly recite as many as they may be able to
from memory. A review of the verses was sent home last Sunday, but here again is the list
for any that would like to earn a prize for making an extra special final effort this week;
Philippians 2:8 (which was from our Palm Sunday Lesson)
2 Timothy 2:8 (Easter Lesson)
Psalm 23:1-2
John 10:11
Matthew 21:9
Galatians 5:13 (This one is only 5 words long!)
Psalm 103:8
2 Peter 1:3
2 Timothy 1:7
John 14:26
2 Corinthians 9:7
Acts 5:29
James 5:16
Our Vestry has additionally generously invested in our youth of St. Paul's by sponsoring
the gift of a free personal Bible for all, which will be available for each Sunday School
student this Sunday. The Bibles include writing space for note taking and for personal
prayers and reflections. They are even equipped with a pen and holder within each Bible.
We hope to see everyone in Sunday School this week!

† Transforming Stewardship
“For God so loved the world that He gave His only Son…”

John 3:16

I

s your love conditional? Is there a price others have to pay to receive your love? Are
you generous with your time, money and possessions? If you give someone
something, do you expect something in return? Do you give your time freely or do you “fit
it in” when it’s convenient for you? Pray for a grateful and generous heart.

† Yes We Can!

A

s part of our outreach, St. Paul’s donates gift cards and non-perishable
items to six area food pantries. The non-perishable items are provided by
our generous congregation and are truly appreciated. Donations for the food
pantry can be left in the basket at the back of the church and blessed during the
Offertory. Delivery is made to a different area food pantry each month. Thank you.

COFFEE HOUR HOSTS
Jun 11th 8 am - Sarver’s
Jun 18th 8 am - Pat Brought
Jun 25th 8 am - Lois Hunt

10:30 am - Church School Picnic
10:30 am - Christine Domareck
10:30 am - Barbieri’s
Contact Mary Allen at
203-775-6633 or
chamla@charter.net.
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Save-the-Date
Parish Picnic
Sunday, July 9—Noon
On which day of the creation did God create the Sun, Moon, and stars?
Genesis 1:14-19 NIV
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† This Sunday’s Readings
“Our Triune God”
Genesis 1:1-2:4a
ur first lesson is the story of creation. As this ancient narrative opens, the
Spirit of the Lord hovers like a great mother bird over the shapeless world.
God then forms the heaven and the earth and all its creatures in six days. The
seventh day is set aside as a day of rest. God’s ultimate creative act is human life,
made in his image, to whom rulership and responsibility over all other life are given.
Psalm 8
The psalmist glorifies the Lord, sovereign of the earth and the
Matthew 28:16-20
magnificent heavens, who has made human life to have mastery over all
These 5 short verses touch on
other earthly creatures.
several crucial themes: 1) The
2 Corinthians 13:11-13
In this passage Paul closes his painful letter to the Corinthians with
authority of Jesus. 2) The
final admonitions and words of peace and love. There have been
purposes of the church: go, make
disagreements between Paul and his new converts. They have shown
disciples, baptize, teach, obey,
tendencies to set themselves up as superior in faith and practice to others.
remember. 3) The presence of
But Paul ends on a hopeful note, and his last words have become part of
Jesus-now-resurrected. A
our liturgies - a way of stating the three forms of presence of the divine
graciousness.
congregation that is centered on
Matthew 28:16-20
these will not go far wrong. And
In our gospel reading Jesus makes his last appearance to his disciples
might even get a fair bit right.
and gives them their mission to baptize and teach through all the world.
Those words end Matthew’s gospel. His mention of doubt on the part of
some of the disciples reminds up that faith has never been an easy matter. But the
closing charge is an authoritative commission to bring others to faith in the name of
the
Father,
Son,
and
Holy
Spirit.

O

† Pick Up Your Copy Today!
Synthesis CE Study Guides for each weeks readings will
be available at the back of the church.

† Sermon Shorts

T

he Holy Spirit is full of surprise! To
replay all our sermons, audio and videos
follow this link for The Sunday Sermons.
Check out our sermon archives as well.
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† Your Prayers Are Requested For…

t is such an intimate time when praying for the health and well being of others and
such a privilege. The people that we lift up to The Lord are part of our hearts for all
time. Please pray for…
.....Fr. George Hall, Brenda Darling, Jean Stauffer,
and other parishioners convalescing in extended care
facilities.
…..Iglesia Betania, Norwalk; St. Paul’s, Norwalk;
Christ Episcopal, Norwich.
.....Revival at St. Paul’s and the greater Danbury area.
......Environmental Ministry Networks, eco‐justice
work; community gardens.
.....Ginny Beck, Clayton Ferry, Gary Stein, Ed Licence, Joe & Barbara Hock, Sue
Balla, Rose Barrett, Lorraine Estok, Jim Megura, Jay Lawrence, Alex, Teresa
Stacchiotti, Mary DeAnzeris, Michele Sarver & Lee Rybos, continued healing. .....the
safe return of Denise’s dog.
.....the people of Norway; the people of the Republic of Haiti; the Diocese of North Kigezi (Uganda) The Rt Revd Benon Magezi ; and our sister and brother members of the
Evangelical Lutheran Church of Latvia.
.....Christians in the Middle East facing persecution at the hands of ISIS forces. Pray also
for radical Muslims throughout the world to come to know Jesus Christ.
.....Michael for protection from mortar attacks in Somalia with the UN peacekeeping
service.
.....Bethel Community Food Pantry, the recipient of our food basket collections for the
month of June.
.....Faith Church, New Milford, a congregational partner of the Jericho Partnership.
.....Joe, who is undergoing treatment for Lymphoma & Rhonda, healing of cancer.
.....Care of Children.
.....Rose Barrett, speedy
recovery to her wrist
from a recent fall.
.....Cathy Schrull,
healing, and peace and
comfort during her
treatments.
…..Denise, quick
healing to avoid a
serious operation

† This & That & Links

(Click on pictures or red links for more info)

Links We Like
Things That Make
You Think
Back Issues of Sword
Points

Our favorite all-time
video. Don’t fail into
these traps like St.
Patrick!
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Just For Fun !

(And Christian Fellowship)

Random Fact of the Week!

D

id you know ... that after a long official
debate, Puddletown stopped being
Piddletown?

†

It Takes An Editorial Board

The Gopsel According to St. Pal’s

Contributors to this Weeks
Sword Points:

M

ary Allen, Chris Barrett, Carol Ferro,
Steve Hemming, Diane Loring, Bill
Loring, Lois Hunt, Dori McManus, Beth
Miller, Nicole
O’Connors, Patrick
O’Connors, Mary
Perry, Ken Perry,
Kirsten Peterson,
Reyna Sampson,
John Sarver, Joe
Shepley, Tara
Shepley, David
Szen, Pam Szen,
John Tuthill, Don
Winkley and Gail
Winkley.
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No one likes to preach on the Trinity.

