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† Be Blessed as They Are a Blessing
“Don't let anyone look down on you because you are young,
but set an example for the believers in speech, in conduct,
in love, in faith and in purity”

1 Timothy 4:12

Dear Family of St. Paul's,

Our youth leave for their mission trip to Chicago on Saturday. May we lift
them up in our prayers while considering the following:

• It is the longest trip geographically that our youth mission team has ever
embarked upon. Pray for coordination of flights and safety.
• Five within the group are on their first mission trip ever. Pray for a
powerful encounter with God and those they minister among.
• Three in the group will be graduating this year, so this is their final mission
trip in this capacity. Pray for a deepening of their faith as they prepare for
the future.

We are grateful to our mission leaders for organizing, mentoring and
stepping out in faith to a city in great need of Gospel hope. Pray for them as
well, and may our youth truly be blessed as they in turn are a blessing in
Christ to all surrounding them next week.

Faithfully,

† Present Tents

by John Tuthill

"Stop being afraid of those who kill the body but can't kill the soul.
Instead, be afraid of the one who can destroy both body and soul in hell."
Matthew 10:28 - ISV Translation

J

esus' words in our gospel reading this Sunday lead me wondering; What is the soul?
What is our spirit? And, what is this body that these inhabit - which combination of
these is who we essentially are?
2 Corinthians 5:1-10 talks about our present body as only a "tent" - a very flimsy thing
for sure - but one we're glad to have. The alternative is being "naked" and out in the open
with no place to live. Paul writes that we have been given our present "tent" by our Maker,
who has also "...given us the Spirit as a deposit, guaranteeing what is to come." (2
Corinthians 5:5).
So, our soul and our spirit
are on the immaterial side and
are put together with our
physical body and these are the
parts that the Bible describes as
who we currently are in our
humanity. We have a spirit, but
we are not a spirit only. The
Bible says that only believers
who are born again are alive,
spirit-wise (1 Corinthians,
Hebrews 4:12, James 2:26, etc.)
and all others are currently
dead, spiritually speaking
(Ephesians 2:1-5, Colossians
2:13). And, since God is Spirit
(John 4:24) it is our quickened
spirit that allows us to know
and to live connected with God.
The Bible talks about our
soul as not something that we
only "have" but the soul is spoken of as what we ARE, essentially. At the time of our
physical death, the soul is spoken of as what departs (Genesis 35:18, Jeremiah 15:2). The
soul seems to refer to what is essentially is "us", and is what we are referred to as being both
now in this life as well as after this short time. My view from within this "tent" for now is
still dim, I must admit. But I hear the Word of my Lord and give thanks for His shelter and
His Way to be with Him always.
Thanks be to God!

A

nd then there is that so-hard to believe phrase “even
the hairs of your head are all counted.” How can
that be? Does God really have time for such trivial details?
But God truly does value and care for every aspect of his
creation … that’s part of what makes him God! And the
hair counting is meant to be some hyperbole to stress just
how very important you and all of us are to him. The
world cannot offer that kind of blessing. What an
incomprehensible gift he has given each of us who are
willing to accept it!
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T

he Rector's Forum began a new study recently, led
by Jay Trott. As we explore Ecclesiastes, we see
that the writer was ready for Christ! Ecclesiastes is an entirely
unique book in the Bible - a book of pure philosophy. The purpose
of pure philosophy is to find happiness, but what Ecclesiastes (or
Solomon) found was something very different. No achievement
and no pleasure has any meaning without Christ; that is, without
life. It is a profound and sobering book, just as relevant now
as the day it was written. And in the end it is also a practical
book with sound advice about how to live a good life.

The
Rector’s
Forum

Summer Sunday School meets each
week at 10:30 am. Join the fun!
† This Week at St. Paul’s
Thu, June 22 -

5:45 pm
7:30 pm

Sat, June 24 7:30 am
7:30 am
9:30 am
10:30 am

-

Sat, July 1

-

Boot Camp, Crocker Hall
Music Night, Sanctuary
Youth Group departs on Mission Trip to Chicago
Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Crocker Hall
John 21:12 Group, Theo’s Diner, New Milford
PraiseMoves, Crocker Hall
St. Paul’s Quilters, Crocker Hall

Click Below to

Third Sunday after Pentecost

Sun, June 25 -

Mon, June 26
Tue, June 27
Wed, June 28
Thu, June 29

-

8:00 am
9:30 am
10:30 am
10:30 am
12:30 pm
7:00 pm
5:45 pm
10:00 am
5:45 pm
7:00 pm
7:30 pm

-

7:30 am
7:30 am
9:30 am

-

Traditional Holy Communion (LiveStream)
Rector’s Forum, Guild Room
Summer Sunday School
Contemporary Holy Communion (LiveStream)
Prayer Team, Guild Room
Men’s Bible Study, Crocker Hall (LiveStream)
Boot Camp, Crocker Hall
Holy Communion & Healing
Boot Camp, Crocker Hall
Finance Committee, Guild Room
Music Night, Sanctuary
Youth Group returns from mission trip
Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Crocker Hall
John 21:12 Group, Theo’s Diner, New Milford
PraiseMoves, Crocker Hall

Fourth Sunday after Pentecost

Sun, July 2 8:00 am
9:30 am
10:30 am
10:30 am

-

Traditional Holy Communion (LiveStream)
Rector’s Forum, Guild Room
Summer Sunday School
Contemporary Holy Communion (LiveStream)

Click Below to

3

I

n the latter part of Sunday’s gospel
Jesus speaks words that sound pretty
harsh to our modern ears. “Who do you
love more than me?” he asks. “If there’s
anyone you love more than me, you’re not
worthy of me!” As faithful Christians, how
do our lives show that Jesus is at the very
center of all we say and do?
4

† The First and the Last

by Steve Hemming

“There is therefore now no condemnation to those who are in Christ Jesus, who do not
walk according to the flesh, but according to the Spirit. For the law of the Spirit of life in
Christ Jesus has made me free from the law of sin and death.”
Romans 8:1-2
“For I am persuaded that neither death nor life, nor angels nor principalities nor
powers, nor things present nor things to come, nor height nor depth, nor any other created
thing, shall be able to separate us from the love of God which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.”
Romans 8:38-39

W

hat do the first and the last passages in Romans 8 have in common? They both
cite life-giving blessings that come from being in Christ Jesus our Lord. The
Word in Romans 5:8 tells us that God demonstrated His own love towards us, in that while
we were still sinners, Christ died for us. When Jesus knew He had accomplished His
Father’s purpose on the cross, in order that the Scriptures might be fulfilled, He uttered these
three words; “It is finished” (John 19:28 & 30). The Greek word for “it is finished” is
tetelestai, which also means “paid in full.” Jesus paid the full price for our sin, that we may
glorify Him with our lives (1 Corinthians 6:20).
When we receive the gift of God of eternal life in Christ Jesus (Romans 6:23) as a result
of confessing with our mouths that Jesus is Lord and believing in our hearts that God raised
Him from the dead (Romans 10:9), we are given the freedom to walk in newness of life
(Romans 6:4). In Christ, we are new creations; old things have passed away, and behold, all
things have become new (2 Corinthians 5:17). What happened in our past before coming to
salvation doesn’t matter anymore. For God has forgiven us and forgotten our sins; “I, even
I, am the one who wipes out your transgressions for My own sake, and I will not remember
your sins” (Isaiah 43:25).
Therefore, as the Apostle Paul writes in Romans 8, because we are in Christ Jesus, we
are loosed from any self-condemnation or accusations from others, we are free from slavery
to sin, and absolutely nothing can separate us from the love of God. Halleluiah! Thanks be
to God, who gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ (1 Corinthians 15:57)! All
praise, glory and honor to Him!

F

rom what country did Hagar get a
wife for Ishmael?
a) Gerar b) Canaan c) Egypt
Genesis 21:21 NIV
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† This Date on the Church Calendar
Saturday, June 24th
The Nativity of Saint John the Baptist

J

ohn the Baptist, the prophet, and forerunner of Jesus, was the son of elderly parents,
Elizabeth and Zechariah, and was related to Jesus on his mother’s side.
Our principal sources of information about John the Baptist are:
(1) references to his birth in the first chapter of Luke, (2)
references to his preaching and his martyrdom in the
Gospels, with a few references in Acts, and (3) references in
Josephus to his preaching and martyrdom, references which
are consistent with the New Testament ones, but sufficiently
different in the details to make direct borrowing unlikely.
According to the Jewish historian Josephus (who wrote
after 70 AD), John the Baptist was a Jewish preacher in the
time of Pontius Pilate (AD 26-36). He called the people to
repentance and to a renewal of their covenant relation with
God. He was imprisoned and eventually put to death by
Herod Antipas (son of Herod the Great, who was king when
Jesus was born) for denouncing Herod's marriage to
Herodias, the wife of his still-living brother Philip. In order
to marry Herodias, Herod divorced his first wife, the
daughter of King Aretas of Damascus, who subsequently
made war on Herod, a war which, Josephus tells us, was
regarded by devout Jews as a punishment for Herod's murder
of the prophet John.
In the Book of Acts, we find sermons about Jesus which mention His Baptism by John
as the beginning of His public ministry (see Acts 10:37; 11:16; 13:24). We also find
accounts (see Acts 18:24; 19:3) of devout men in Greece who had received the baptism of
John, and who gladly received the full message of the Gospel of Christ when it was told
them.
Luke begins his Gospel by describing an aged, devout, childless couple, the priest
Zechariah and his wife Elizabeth. As Zechariah is serving in the Temple, he sees the angel
Gabriel, who tells him that he and his wife will have a son who will be a great prophet, and
will go before the Lord "like Elijah." (The Jewish tradition had been that Elijah would
herald the coming of the Messiah = Christ = Anointed = Chosen of God.) Zechariah went
home, and his wife conceived. About six months later, Gabriel appeared to the Virgin
Mary, a kinswoman of Elizabeth, and told her that she was about to bear a son who would
be called Son of the Most High, a king whose kingdom would never end. Thus Elizabeth
gave birth to John, and Mary gave birth six months later to Jesus.
After describing the birth of John, Luke says that he grew, and "was in the wilderness
until the day of his showing to Israel." The people of the Qumran settlement, which
produced the Dead Sea Scrolls, sometime use the term "living in the wilderness" to refer to
residing in their community at Qumran near the Dead Sea.
Accordingly, it has been suggested that John spent some of his
early years being educated at Qumran.
All of the gospels tell us that John preached and baptized
beside the Jordan river, in the wilderness of Judea. He called
on his hearers to repent of their sins, be baptized, amend their
lives, and prepare for the coming of the Kingship of God. He
spoke of one greater than himself who was to come after. Jesus
came to be baptized, and John told some of his disciples, "This
is the man I spoke of." After His baptism by John, Jesus began
to preach, and attracted many followers. In fact, many who had
been followers of John left him to follow Jesus. Some of
John's followers resented this, but he told them: "This is as it
(Continued on page 7)
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(Continued from page 6)

John the Baptist

should be. My mission is to proclaim the Christ. The groomsman, the bridegroom's friend,
who makes the wedding arrangements for the bridegroom, is not jealous of the bridegroom.
No more am I of Jesus. He must increase, and I must decrease." (John 3:22-30)
John continued to preach, reproving sin and calling on everyone to repent. King Herod
Antipas had divorced his wife and taken Herodias, the wife of his (still living) brother
Philip. John rebuked him for this, and Herod, under pressure from Herodias, had John
arrested, and eventually beheaded. He is remembered on some calendars on the supposed
anniversary of his beheading, August 29th.
When John had been in prison for a while, he sent some of his followers to Jesus to ask,
"Are you he that is to come, or is there another?" (Matthew 11:2-14) One way of
understanding the question is as follows: "It was revealed to me
that you are Israel's promised deliverer, and when I heard this, I
rejoiced. I expected you to drive out Herod and the Romans, and
rebuild the kingdom of David. But here I sit in prison, and there
is no deliverance in sight? Perhaps I am ahead of schedule, and
you are going to throw out the Romans next year. Perhaps I have
misunderstood, and you have a different mission, and the Romans
bit will be done by someone else. Please let me know what is
happening."
Jesus replied by telling the messengers, "Go back to John, and
tell him what you have seen, the miracles of healing and other
miracles, and say, 'Blessed is he who does not lose faith in me.'"
He then told the crowds: "John is a prophet and more than a
prophet. He is the one spoken of in Malachi 3:1, the messenger
who comes to prepare the way of the LORD. No man born of
woman is greater than John, but the least in the Kingdom of God
is greater than John."
This has commonly been understood to mean that John
represents the climax of the long tradition of Jewish prophets
looking forward to the promised deliverance, but that the deliverance itself is a greater thing.
John is the climax of the Law. He lives in the wilderness, a life with no frills where food
and clothing are concerned. He has renounced the joys of family life, and dedicated himself
completely to his mission of preaching, of calling people to an observance of the law, to
ordinary standards of virtue. In terms of natural goodness, no one is better than John. But
he represents Law, not Grace. Among men born of woman, among the once-born, he has no
superior. But anyone who has been born anew in the kingdom of God has something better
than what John symbolizes. (Note that to say that John symbolizes something short of the
Kingdom is not to say that John is himself excluded from the Kingdom.)
Traditionally, the Birth of Jesus is celebrated on December 25th. That means that the
Birth of John is celebrated six months earlier on June 24th. The appearance of Gabriel to
Mary, being assumed to be nine months before the birth of Jesus, is celebrated on March
25th and called the Annunciation, and the appearance of Gabriel to Zechariah in the Temple
is celebrated by the Eastern Orthodox on September 23rd. At least for Christians in the
Northern Hemisphere, these dates embody a rich symbolism. John is the last voice of the
Old Covenant, the close of the Age of Law. Jesus is the first voice of the New Covenant,
the beginning of the Age of Grace. Accordingly, John is born to an elderly, barren woman,
born when it is really too late for her to be having a child, while Jesus is born to a young
virgin, born when it is really too early for her to be having a child. John is announced (and
conceived) at the autumnal equinox, when the leaves are dying and falling from the trees.
Jesus is announced (and conceived) at the vernal equinox, when the green buds are bursting
forth on the trees and there are signs of new life everywhere. John is born when the days are
longest, and from his birth on they grow steadily shorter. Jesus is born when the days are
shortest, and from his birth on they grow steadily longer. John speaks truly when he says of
Jesus, "He must increase, but I must decrease."
(Of course, it is to be noted that none of this symbolism proves anything, since the Scriptures do
not tell us that Jesus was born on December 25th. The symbolism of the dates is used by Christians,
not as evidence, but as material for the devout imagination.)
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† ‘You Are Miserable Comforters, All of You!’

A

re you a miserable comforter? Come to the Men’s Bible Study this week and find
out. Two dozen men show up each week for a bible study and they are a comfort.
Aren’t you curious why that happens? Human
suffering, divine sovereignty and the quest to
understand God's will: these are topics we
wrestle with in our Monday Men's Bible
Study. We are currently studying the Book of
Job each Monday from 7-8 pm. Please join us
in this verse by verse study as we plumb the
depths of God's word together. Each sessions
is available life on LiveStream and is archived
YouTube.

What did Ishmael become when he grew up? a) An Archer
Genesis 21:20 NIV

b) A Priest c) A Shepherd

† Transforming Saints of God
Thursday, June 22nd

Alban

First Martyr of Britain, c 304

T

here were probably Christians in the British Isles already in the
first century. However, Alban is the first recorded Christian
martyr. He was a pagan and a soldier in the Roman army stationed at
Verulamium, a city about twenty miles northeast of London, now called St.
Alban’s. He gave shelter to a Christian priest who was fleeing from arrest,
and in the next few days the two talked at length, and Alban became a
Christian. When officers came in search of the priest, Alban met them,
dressed in the priest's cloak, and they mistook him for the priest and
arrested him. He refused to renounce his new faith, and was beheaded. He
thus became the first Christian martyr in Britain. The second was the
executioner who was to kill him, but who heard his testimony and was so
impressed that he became a Christian on the spot, and refused to kill Alban.
The third was the priest, who when he learned that Alban had been arrested
in his place, hurried to the court in the hope of saving Alban by turning
himself in. Alban was tortured and martyred in place of the priest, on the hilltop where the
Cathedral of St. Alban’s now stands. The traditional date of his martyrdom is 303 or 304,
but recent studies suggest that the year was actually 209, during the persecution under the
Emperor Septimius Severus.
The site of Alban’s martyrdom soon became a shrine. King Offa of Mercia established a
monastery there about the year 793, and in the high Middle Ages St. Alban’s ranked as the
premier Abbey in England. The great Norman abbey church, begun in 1077, now serves as
the cathedral of the diocese of St. Alban’s, established in 1877. It is the second longest
church in England (Winchester Cathedral is the longest, by six feet), and it is built on higher
ground than any other English cathedral. In a chapel east of the choir and high Altar, there
are remains of the fourteenth century marble shrine of St. Alban.
The Venerable Bede gives this account of Alban’s trial: “When Alban was brought in,
the judge happened to be standing before an altar, offering sacrifice to devils ... ‘What is
your family and race?’ demanded the judge. ‘How does my family concern you?’ replied
Alban; ‘If you wish to know the truth about my religion, know that I am a Christian and am
ready to do a Christian’s duty.’ ‘I demand to know your name,’ insisted the judge. ‘Tell me
at once.’ ‘My parents named me Alban,’ he answered, ‘and I worship and adore the living
and true God, who created all things.’ ”
8

† Art in the Christian Tradition
Hagar in the Desert

1960
Chagall, Marc, 1887-1985

M

arc Chagall is perhaps the foremost visual interpreter of the
Bible in the 20th Century. His art is filled with his own
reoccurring symbols of visual memory and imagination. He said he
did not see the Bible, but he dreamed it, even as a child. Chagall’s
vision of the Old Testament combines his Jewish heritage and
modern art giving us a rich display of symbol and imagination.
It is most interesting that Chagall, a Russian Jew, would have
used the Crucifixion in so many of his works, yet numerous of his
pieces include the Crucifixion as a reference or the subject of his
paintings.
This beautiful color lithograph was printed by Mourlot and
published in Paris by Teriade for Verve in 1960 for a special edition
devoted exclusively to Chagall's original Bible art. Verve was
founded in 1937 to showcase original prints by the leading artists of
the day, with outstanding technical quality. The Bible lithographs
were highly acclaimed at the time of their publication, and today
they are some of Chagall's most popular and sought-after works
Sarah thrust Abraham on Hagar when she believed that she was
unable to give him an heir; as soon as Sarah gave birth to Isaac, she
demanded that Abraham put Hagar away. Hagar and Ishmael were
dying in the desert when the Lord sent an angel to rescue them. Herman Melville's Moby
Dick begins with the command, "Call me Ishmael," suggesting perhaps that we are lost in
our own deserts until rescued by the angel of the Lord.

† Happy Birthday to You!

L

inda Pendergast celebrates tomorrow! Saturday is
the big day for Ethan Mable, Jennifer Kast &
Melanie Schofield. Throw a party on Sunday for Susan
Champagne.
Have a
blessed day
everyone!

[Jesus speaks] "Are not two
_________ sold for a penny?
Yet not one of them will fall
to the ground apart from the
will of your Father."
Matthew 10:29 NIV
9

The Jericho Partnership is
seeking more mentors. For
more information contact
Fr. Joe or Sir Arthur.
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Angelus and
Hail Mary
† Scholarly
Speaking

† Pray It Up

Angelus and Hailotice
Mary
the Red and White prayer request cards in the pew? Each

N

Sunday, fill out your request, put it in the red bowl on the table on
the way to communion. Then take a card from the bowl either right then or
after service. Pray for that request for one week. How comforting to know
that your request is being prayed for and that you are praying for someone
else’s! You might just be praying for the person sitting next to you! Or, if
you’d prefer - please send your request to St. Paul’s at
prayingnow2@gmail.com!

S

† Electronic Giving

aint Paul’s is pleased to announce the introduction of an electronic option for
making regular offerings. Contributions can now be debited automatically from
your checking/savings account or your credit/debit card. Our new electronic giving
program offers convenience for you and provides much needed donation consistency for our
congregation. There is no cost to you to use this system. Also there will be no changes if
you choose to still use your present method of giving.
The system is simple using the following steps on our
website. Sign on to the church website at
www.SaintPaulsBrookfield.com. Click on the blue “Give
Online” button at the top left of the home page. Click on
the “Create Profile” button to create your unique on line
profile. After you have created your profile, follow the
on line instructions to schedule your contribution. If you
have any questions, please contact Chuck Allen at 203775-6633 or treasurer@SaintPaulsBrookfield.com.

"D

o you not know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus
were baptized into his death? Therefore we have been buried with him by
baptism into death, so that, just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of
the Father, so we too might walk in newness of life."
-Romans 6:3
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Save-the-Date
Parish Picnic
Sunday, July 9—Noon
At the private beach of
Buni & Paul Kovacs
805 Candlewood Lake Road South in New Milford
The church will provide hot dogs, hamburgers, chicken and
beverages.
We kindly ask that guests bring an
appetizer, salad or dessert to
share.
Swimming in Candlewood Lake.
Bring a towel & bathing suit.
We are looking for voluteers to
assist with set up & clean up.
† Transforming Stewardship

† Yes We Can!

A

s part of our outreach, St. Paul’s
donates gift cards and nonperishable items to six area food pantries.
The non-perishable items are provided by
our
generous congregation and are
truly appreciated. Donations
for the food pantry can be left
in the basket at the back of the
church and blessed during
the Offertory. Delivery is
made to a different area food
pantry each month. Thank you.

“Everyone who acknowledges me before
others I will acknowledge before my
heavenly Father.”
Matthew 10:32

D

o you share your Christian faith
with others? Do you defend your
faith or do you remain silent when the
situation arises? Do you pray in public
before meals? Pray for the strength and
courage to be a joyful witness of Jesus
when the opportunity presents itself.

COFFEE HOUR HOSTS
Jun 25th 8 am - Lois Hunt
Jul 2nd 8 am - Wanzer’s
Jul 9th 8 am - Perry’s

10:30 am - Barbieri’s
10:30 am - Lori DoBosh
10:30 am - DiSanti / Pascoa
Contact Mary Allen at
203-775-6633 or
chamla@charter.net.
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Name Tags - Remember how
awkward you felt when you first
came to St. Paul’s because you
didn’t know anyone or when you
visit a different church? Name
tags help. So, please be courteous to your
fellow parishioners, to newcomers, visiting clergy and
guests by extending a warm welcome to them and by
wearing your name tag. And remember to wear them
to coffee hour as well.

Last Saturday for the
burial service for John
Stauffer, the Brookfield
Fire Department used
their ladder truck to
display this oversized
American Flag. John
was the treasurer for
the department for 35
years.

“Transforming Lives
Through Jesus”
St. Paul’s Church
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† This Sunday’s Readings
God’s Presence and Care
Genesis 21:8-21
his reading tells of Sarah’s jealousy as she fears that Ishmael may supplant her
son Isaac in her husband Abraham’s affections. As our narrative unfolds, we are
reminded that Abraham has grown weary waiting for God to fulfill the promise made
and had taken matters into his own hands, having a son through his wife’s slave, Hagar
the Egyptian. Hagar and Ishmael are driven into the wilderness where, but for God’s
intervention, they would likely have died. God will provide for Ishmael, and Ishmael will
also become the father of a great nation.

T

Psalm 86:1-10, 16-17
A prayer to the gracious and loving Lord for mercy and guidance.
Romans 6:1b-11
In this reading we learn
that, as Christian disciples
have been joined with Christ
in his death through baptism,
so they are to know a
resurrection like his. In union
with Christ we have died to
our sinful selves and have
begun to experience a new way of life. In one sense, Paul recognizes, our freedom from
death still awaits us in the future. Yet, in another sense, we already know what it means
to be alive to God in Jesus Christ and to realize the true meaning of life.
Matthew 10:24-39
In our gospel Jesus warns his disciple's of troubles to come, but offers
them the assurance of the Father's care and his own readiness to support
them before God when they speak up for him. Because they are Jesus’
disciples, people will do to them what they did to him. There will be
persecution and divided families, but disciples are not to be afraid. They
are to love Jesus more that father or mother, son or daughter, and to be
willing to lose their own lives for Christ’s sake. Those who live in this way
will actually find their true lives, and God will hold them fast.

Matthew 10:24-39

We all know how to lose our life so
that it is lost. The trick is to figure
out how to lose one's life so that it
will be found. And the key to that
mystery is to lose our life for
Jesus' sake. For Jesus' purpose,
aim, or end.

† Pick Up Your Copy Today!
Synthesis CE Study Guides for each weeks readings will
be available at the back of the church.

† Sermon Shorts

S

piritual dynamite! To replay all our
sermons, audio and videos follow this
link for The Sunday Sermons. Check out our
sermon archives as well.
16
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† Your Prayers Are Requested For…

t is such an intimate time when praying for the health and well being of others and
such a privilege. The people that we lift up to The Lord are part of our hearts for all
time. Please pray for…
.....Fr. George Hall, Brenda Darling, Jean Stauffer, and other parishioners
convalescing in extended care facilities.
…..IglesiaShepherd,
.....Good
Betania, Norwalk;
Orange; St.
St.Peter’s,
Paul’s,Oxford;
Norwalk;
Christ
Christ
Church,
Episcopal,
Oxford;
Norwich.
St. John’s, Pine
.....Revival at St. Paul’s and the greater Danbury area.
Meadow.
......Environmental
.....Revival
at St. Paul’s
Ministry
and Networks,
the greater eco‐justice
Danbury area.
work; community gardens.
.....Ginny Beck,
.....Summer
chapels
Clayton
in Norfolk
Ferry,
and
Gary
Fenwick;
Stein,summer
Ed Licence,
outdoor
Joeworship
& Barbara
services;
Hock,
parishSue
Balla, summer
based
Rose Barrett,
camp programs
Lorraineand
Estok,
mission
Jim trips.
Megura, Jay Lawrence, Alex, Teresa
Stacchiotti,
.....Ginny
Beck,
Mary
Clayton
DeAnzeris,
Ferry,Michele
Gary Stein,
Sarver
Ed&Licence,
Lee Rybos,
Joe &
continued
Barbarahealing.
Hock, Sue
.....the
safe return
Balla,
RoseofBarrett,
Denise’sLorraine
dog.
Estok, Jim Megura, Jay Lawrence, Alex, Teresa
.....the peopleMary
Stacchiotti,
of Norway;
DeAnzeris,
the people
Michele
of the
Sarver
Republic
& Lee
of Rybos,
Haiti; the
continued
Diocese healing.
of North .....the
Kigezi (Uganda)
safe
returnThe
of Denise’s
Rt Revddog.
Benon Magezi ; and our sister and brother members of the
Evangelical
.....the
peopleLutheran
of SouthChurch
Korea;of
theLatvia.
people of the Republic of Iraq; the Diocese of Norwich .....ChristiansEngland)
(Canterbury,
in the Middle
The Rt
East
Revd
facing
Graham
persecution
James;atand
theour
hands
sister
of and
ISISbrother
forces.members
Pray alsoof
for radical
the
Anglican
Muslims
Churchthroughout
in Aotearoa,
theNew
world
Zealand
to come
and
toPolynesia.
know Jesus Christ.
.....Michael for
.....Christians
in protection
the Middlefrom
Eastmortar
facing attacks
persecution
in Somalia
at the hands
with the
of UN
ISISpeacekeeping
forces. Pray also
service.
for
radical Muslims throughout the world to come to know Jesus Christ.
.....Bethel Community
.....Michael
for protection
Food
from
Pantry,
mortar
theattacks
recipient
in of
Somalia
our food
with
basket
the UN
collections
peacekeeping
for the
month of June.
service.
.....Faith Church,
.....Bethel
Community
New Milford,
Food Pantry,
a congregational
the recipient partner
of our food
of thebasket
Jericho
collections
Partnership.
for the
.....Joe,ofwho
month
June.
is undergoing treatment for Lymphoma & Rhonda, healing of cancer.
.....Care Life
.....New
of Children.
Community Church UMC, New Fairfield, a congregational partner of the
.....RosePartnership.
Jericho
Barrett, speedy recovery to her wrist from a recent fall.
.....Cathy
.....Joe,
who
Schrull,
is undergoing
healing,treatment
and peacefor
and
Lymphoma;
comfort during
& Rhonda,
her treatments.
healing of cancer.
…..Denise,
.....those
who
quick
live healing
alone. to avoid a serious operation
.....Rose Barrett, speedy
recovery to her wrist from a
recent fall.
.....Cathy Schrull, healing, and
peace and comfort during her
treatments.
…..Denise, quick healing to
avoid a serious operation.
…..Linda, dealing with loss,
lost and needing prayer.

† This & That & Links

(Click on pictures or red links for more info)

Links We Like
Things That Make You
Think
Back Issues of Sword
Points

Does Free Will
Really Exist?
You are free to watch this
video to find out … or are
you?
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Just For Fun !

(And Christian Fellowship)

Random Fact of the Week!

D

id you know ... that there's an opera
house on the U.S. - Canada border where
the stage is in one country and half the audience
is in another?

†

It Takes An Editorial Board
Contributors to this Weeks
Sword Points:

M

ary Allen, Chris Barrett, Carol Ferro,
Steve Hemming, Diane Loring, Bill
Loring, Lois Hunt, Dori McManus, Beth
Miller, Nicole
O’Connors, Patrick
O’Connors, Mary
Perry, Ken Perry,
Kirsten Peterson,
Reyna Sampson,
John Sarver, Joe
Shepley, Tara
Shepley, David
Szen, Pam Szen,
John Tuthill, Don
Winkley and Gail
Winkley.
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