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† A Shared Gift … Serving Together

“For lack of guidance a nation falls,
but victory is won through many advisers.”

Proverbs 11:14

Dearly Beloved of St. Paul's,
Your vestry is serving our parish in the following areas:
• Helping discern the vision toward which God is drawing St. Paul's.
• Articulating and communicating that vision.
• Holding our community accountable for its realization of the vision.
• Keeping the mission of the Church and that of our individual congregation
clearly before the parish community.
Spiritual leadership is a shared gift. As a
leadership team, along with all of our
members, we serve together, and share in
spiritual victory, as the Body of Christ.
Faithfully,

† How Will I Know?

by John Tuthill

"Let the girl to whom I say,
Please lower your water jug so that I may drink,'
and who responds, 'Drink, and I'll water your camels also' let her be the one You have appointed for Your servant
Isaac."
- Abraham's servant, Eliezer, says to God in Genesis 24:14

(Holman Christian Standard Bible translation))

W

ho has never once asked 'How will I know'?
Believers and non's alike - we both have this
looming question in common. Most Christians are seeking to
know God, at least in-part, in order to gain some confirmation
and to have some reassurance about God's plan for this life.
And, throughout the Bible, God regularly provides answers to whichever degree that individuals are sincerely asking and to the extent that they are
ready to know. In our Old Testament reading this Sunday, Abraham's servant has faithfully
prayed, with the right motive, seeking a signal directly from God to confirm that he is
fulfilling his task correctly, in this case, selecting the right woman to bring back home to
become Isaac's wife.
This is fine for Old Testament characters and our several current Bible studies now
being offered at St. Paul's (Job, Ecclesiastes, etc.) give examples of people looking for
answers about God's will and purposes which are powerfully helpful to learn from. But are
there any guiding principles available today for knowing God's plan NOW? (Glad I asked!)
Yes, one place to start knowing seems to begin with what the specific approach is that God
is telling us He wants us to take: 1 Thessalonians says to remember always to do these
THREE things: "Rejoice always, pray without ceasing, give thanks in all circumstances; for
this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you" (1 Thessalonians 5:16-18 ESV). While we're
at it, is there any reason we cannot also pray for God's will to be revealed to others, even to
those against us?
What next? While praying for direction, we can know that searching God's Word is
what either confirms or sends us back to re-examine our "felt" answers to prayer. 1 Timothy
3:16 says that, "All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof,
for correction, and for training in righteousness."
Knowing that God's will is ultimately always what is best for us, it seems the very best
way for finding and understanding details about God's will and direction flows from
following Him. Our "Colossal Apostle" St. Paul wrote; "And so, dear brothers and sisters, I
plead with you to give your bodies to God because of all he has done for you. Let them be a
living and holy sacrifice--the kind he will find acceptable. This is truly the way to worship
him. Don't copy the behavior and customs of this world, but let God transform you into a
new person by changing the way you think. Then you will learn to know God's will for you,
which is good and pleasing and perfect" (Romans 12:1-2 New Living Translation). God
promises that in faith, believers will see His will clearly and in detail - all in His perfect
timing.
Thanks be to God!

A Bit of Trivia: Did you know...?
...that a few details leading up to the marriage of Isaac and Rebecca are part of
traditional Jewish wedding ceremonies?
Before the bride and bridegroom stand under the "chuppah," a special
ceremony called a "badeken" (veiling) takes place. The bridegroom is led to the
bride by two escorts and, seeing her, covers her face with a veil, similar to the way
Rebecca covered her face before marrying Isaac. Then the bridegroom (or the
father of the bride, or the officiating rabbi) then recites the same blessing over the
bride that Rebecca's family recited over her and which echoes the Lord's promise
to Abraham and to Isaac: "Our sister, may you come to be thousands of myriads,
and may your offspring inherit the gate of its foes."
- Genesis 24:60.
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† This Week at St. Paul’s
Thu, July 6 Sat, July 8

-

5:45 pm
7:30 pm
7:30 pm
7:30 am
7:30 am
9:30 am
10:00 am

-

8:00 am
9:30 am
10:30 am
10:30 am
12:00 pm
7:00 pm
5:45 pm
10:00 am
5:45 pm
7:30 am
7:30 am
9:30 am

-

8:00 am
9:30 am
10:30 am
10:30 am

-

Fifth Sunday after Pentecost

Sun, July 9 -

Mon, July 10
Tue, July 11
Wed, July 12
Thu, July 13
Sat, July 15

-

Boot Camp, Crocker Hall
Mission Committee, Guild Room
Property Committee, Classroom
Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Crocker Hall
John 21:12 Group, Theo’s Diner, New Milford
PraiseMoves, Crocker Hall
Jericho Food Pantry, Danbury
Traditional Holy Communion (LiveStream)
Rector’s Forum, Guild Room
Summer Sunday School
Contemporary Holy Communion (LiveStream)
Parish Picnic, Candlewood Lake
Men’s Bible Study, Crocker Hall (LiveStream)
Boot Camp, Crocker Hall
Holy Communion & Healing
Boot Camp, Crocker Hall
Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Crocker Hall
John 21:12 Group, Theo’s Diner, New Milford
PraiseMoves, Crocker Hall

Click Below to

Sixth Sunday after Pentecost

Sun, July 16 -

Traditional Holy Communion (LiveStream)
Mission Trip Breakfast, Crocker Hall
Summer Sunday School
Contemporary Holy Communion (LiveStream)

Click Below to
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† Transforming Saints of God
Thursday, July 6th

John Hus

Prophetic Witness and Martyr, 1415

J

ohn Hus (1372-1415) was a Czech priest who became leader of the Czech reform
movement, which called for a return to scripture and living out of the word of God in
one’s life. As preacher at Bethlehem Chapel in Prague, he talked to the people in their
native language. Hundreds gathered every day to hear his call for personal and
institutional reform.
Clerics he had offended had him exiled from Prague, but he continued his
ministry through the written word. Hus took the radical step of appealing
directly to Christ rather than to the hierarchy for the justification of his stance.
When the Council of Constance opened in 1414, Hus traveled there
hoping to clear his name of charges of heresy. Hus had been given a
pledge of safe conduct from the emperor, but his enemies persuaded
council officials to imprison him on the grounds that “promises made to heretics need not be
kept.” Although several leaders of the Council of Constance were in favor of moderate
church reform, the council’s prime objective was the resolution of the Great Western
Schism, which had produced three rival popes at the same time. The council therefore tried
to secure a speedy recantation and submission from Hus. He maintained that the charges
against him were false or twisted versions of his teachings, and he could not recant opinions
he had never held. Faced with an ultimatum to recant or die, Hus chose the latter. As he
approached the stake on July 6, 1415, he refused a last attempt to get him to recant and said:
“The principal intention of my preaching and of all my other acts or writings was solely that
I might turn men from sin. And in that truth of the Gospel that I wrote, taught, and preached
in accordance with the sayings and expositions of the holy doctors, I am willing gladly to
die today.”
His death did not end the movement, and the Czech reformation continued. Hus’
rousing assertion “Truth will conquer!” is the motto of the Czech Republic today.

† Happy Birthday to You!

C

hristopher Perry, Emily Perry & Jennifer Perry celebrate tomorrow!
Bake a cake for John Keenan, Kyle Crocker & Reyna Sampson on
Saturday. Ashley Beck, Olivia Burr & Peter Mullen will be opening presents
on Monday. David Palmer, David Shepley, Gayle Baldelli & Phil Hannah
will be another year older and wiser on Wednesday. Have a blessed day everyone

T

he Rector's Forum is currently studying Ecclesiastes,
led by Jay Trott. As we explore Ecclesiastes, we see
that the writer was ready for Christ! Ecclesiastes is an entirely
unique book in the Bible - a book of pure philosophy. The purpose
of pure philosophy is to find happiness, but what Ecclesiastes (or
Solomon) found was something very different. No achievement
and no pleasure has any meaning without Christ; that is, without
life. It is a profound and sobering book, just as relevant now as
the day it was written. And in the end it is also a practical book
with sound advice about how to live a good life.

4

The
Rector’s
Forum

Parish Picnic
Sunday, July 9—Noon
At the private beach of
Buni & Paul Kovacs
805 Candlewood Lake
Road South in New Milford
The church will provide hot dogs, hamburgers, chicken and
beverages.
We kindly ask that guests bring
an appetizer, salad or dessert to
share.
Swimming in Candlewood Lake.
Bring a towel & bathing suit.

COFFEE HOUR HOSTS
Jul 9th
Jul 16th
Jul 23rd

8 am - Perry’s
10:30 am - DiSanti / Pascoa
8 am - Mission Trip Breakfast 10:30 am - Nicole O’Connors
8 am - Mary & Chuck Allen 10:30 am - Connie Williams
Contact Mary Allen at
203-775-6633 or
chamla@charter.net.
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† ‘How long will you torment me...’

T

his study is anything but a torment. Come to the Men’s
Bible Study and find out why two dozen men show up each
week. Human suffering, divine sovereignty and the quest to
understand God's will: these are topics we wrestle with in our Book
of Job study each Monday from 7-8 pm.

† Art in the Christian Tradition
Bearing a Heavy Weight Together

Late 20th Century?
Freestanding stone sculpture
Located near the Danube Region Museum
Komarno, Slovakia

Summer Sunday School meets each
week at 10:30 am. Join the fun!

I

t’s difficult to find many these days who
don’t feel “overburdened.” We all seem to
have a great deal on our “plates.” Jesus reminds
us that the faithful Christian is the one who
comes to Jesus and asks him to share the burden.
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† Transforming Stewardship
“For my yoke is easy, and my burden light.”
Matthew 11:30

W

hen we think of being good stewards, we may think
that God is asking too much of us when He calls us to
generously share our time, talent and treasure. However, we
must remember that we are not “owners” of anything, we are
merely “stewards” of the gifts God has given us. All He is
asking is that we give back a small portion of what He has already given to us.
The Ladies Tuesday AM Bible Study will be studying, ECCLESIASTES, starting
Tuesday, September 12th at 9:15 am in the Guild Room.
We all want our lives to matter, so we try to find significance through worldly pursuits.
We might even feel satisfied for a time. But when those
moments fade - and they always do - the emptiness returns.
As long as we look at life from a human perspective, nothing
really matters. The book of Ecclesiastes helps up look beyond
our limited point of view to see God's reign in the world and
figure out what our lives mean.
Please join us in study on Tuesday's from 9:15 - 11 am.
Please register by August 18th by emailing Debbi Pomeroy at
debbi415@aol.com. Workbooks are $10.

The Jericho Partnership is
seeking more mentors. For
more information contact
Fr. Joe or Sir Arthur.
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Holy Land Revisited
† The Law of Return 

“W

hen all these blessings and curses I have set before you come on you and you
take them to heart wherever the Lord your God disperses you among the
nations, and when you and your children return to the Lord your God and obey him with all
your heart and with all your soul according to everything I command you today, then the
Lord your God will restore your fortunes and have compassion on you and gather you again
from all the nations where he scattered you. Even if you have been banished to the most
distant land under the heavens, from there the Lord your God will gather you and bring you
back. He will bring you to the land that belonged to your ancestors, and you will take
possession of it. He will make you more prosperous and numerous than your ancestors. The
Lord your God will circumcise your hearts and the hearts of your descendants, so that you
may love him with all your heart and with all your soul, and live.” (Deuteronomy 31:1-5)
On May 14, 2018, Israel will celebrate an exciting 70th anniversary. In 1948, after 2,000
years of wandering, and many more under the rule of other nations, the Jews were back in
their biblical homeland as the independent state of Israel. This was a major turning point in
history that cannot be underestimated, and was seemingly prophetic (Jeremiah 16:14-15).
Despite this statehood miracle, there were less than 725,000 Jews in Israel in 1948.
Today, however, there are over 8 million Jews in Israel, and that number is thought to
double by 2059. In 2014, another landmark occurred; the number of Jews in Israel passed
the number of Jews living in the rest of the world. That milestone grew larger in 2015, with
roughly 30,000 Jews who made
aliyah (immigration to Israel
under the Law of Return). So,
what is the Law of Return?
What fostered this dramatic
population explosion that the
Old Testament predicted so long
ago (Isaiah 11:10-11)?
On July 5, 1950, the
governing body of Israel, the
Knesset, passed the Law of
Return, which began with the
remarkable words that would
define the country’s core value:
“Every Jew has the right to
immigrate to this country...”
This law not only populated
Israel, but it provided a safe
haven from the anti-Semitism
that peaked in Hitler’s Europe.
Despite overt opposition and
(Continued on page 9)
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(Continued from page 8)

Law of Return

wars, it’s been a remarkable catalyst to grow Israel and make her desert bloom around
thriving, modern cities. Can the Law of Return be solely responsible for this miracle?
To be sure, some of it is the practical encouragement from the Israeli government that
fosters population growth, with free schooling for children, child allowances, and funding
for in vitro fertility treatments (Jewish families average over 3 children per family). There
are also incentives for immigration, which contributed to over 1 million Russian Jews
immigrating to Israel. Despite these obvious stimuli, from a biblical point of view, one has
to look at the Old Testament for spiritual answers (Micah 2:12).
Some think watching these immigrants arrive at Ben Gurion Airport is like watching a
biblical prophecy unfold before their very eyes! Why is that? Looking at the prophecies of
Jeremiah (23:3,7-8, 30:10, 31:9, 33:7), Isaiah (49:8-22, 43:5-6, 54:7), and Ezekiel (11:17,
20:34, 28:25, 34:13, 37:21) help us understand that this is from God. To be specific, let’s
examine Ezekiel 37.
Ezekiel had a vision in chapter 37 where he saw a valley filled with the dry bones of
thousands of skeletons in open graves. These bones came together, grew flesh, and came to
life. God revealed that the dry bones symbolized Israel and her agonies of dispersion for
rejecting Him (Deuteronomy 28:15-68, 29:21-22). The graves were gentile nations where
they were banished, but they were temporary, open graves. The coming together of the
resurrected bones is the prophetic restoration of the dispersed nation to its biblical homeland.
Is this too far-fetched? What would Ezekiel think if he read the Declaration of the State
of Israel that says, “THE STATE OF ISRAEL will be open for Jewish immigration and for
the Ingathering of the Exiles…?” Or if he heard Prime Minister Netanyahu’s speech at the
65th anniversary of the liberation of Auschwitz in Poland, where he closed with Ezekiel's
vision and quoted chapter 37:11-13 as fulfilled,
“Then He said to me, 'Son of man, these bones are
the whole house of Israel. They indeed say, 'Our bones
are dry, our hope is lost, and we ourselves are cut off!'
Therefore prophesy and say to them, thus says the
Lord God, 'Behold, O My people, I will open your
graves and cause you to come up from your graves and
bring you into the land of Israel. Then you shall know
that I am the Lord, when I have opened your graves, O
My people, and brought you up from your graves.”
It’s clear that the physical restoration of Israel is taking place today with the Law of
Return, but Ezekiel’s next verse promises a spiritual restoration too.
“I will put my Spirit in you and you will live, and I will settle you in your own land.
Then you will know that I the Lord have spoken, and I have done it, declares the Lord.”
The Law of Return is part of a major turning point in history, but verse 14 will be the
consummation of it (Ezekiel 36:26-28).

I

ndependence Day has just passed. Each week in
our prayers we remember those who lead our
country. Take some time this week to read some of
the other Prayer Book offerings for our nation, its
people, and its concerns. (See pp 816, 820-28 and 838
-40). Part of a faithful Christian’s life is built upon
prayer for self and others. This week is a special
opportunity to concentrate on the “others” part.
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Angelus and
Mary Giving
† Scholarly
Speaking
†Hail
Electronic

SAngelus and Hail Mary

aint Paul’s is pleased to announce the introduction of an electronic option for making
regular offerings. Contributions can now be debited automatically from your
checking/savings account or your credit/debit card. Our new electronic giving program
offers convenience for you and provides much needed donation consistency for our
congregation. There is no cost to you to use this system. Also there will be no changes if
you choose to still use your present method of giving. The system is simple using the
following steps on our website. Sign on to the
church website at www.SaintPaulsBrookfield.com.
Click on the blue “Give Online” button at the top left
of the home page. Click on the “Create Profile” button
to create your unique on line profile. After you have
created your profile, follow the on line instructions
to schedule your contribution. If you have any
questions, please contact Chuck Allen at 203-7756633 or treasurer@SaintPaulsBrookfield.com.

Name Tags - Remember how
awkward you felt when you first
came to St. Paul’s because you
didn’t know anyone or when you
visit a different church? Name tags
help. So, please be courteous to your fellow
parishioners, to newcomers, visiting clergy and guests
by extending a warm welcome to them and by
wearing your name tag. And remember to wear
them to coffee hour as well.

† Yes We Can!

A

s part of our outreach, St. Paul’s
donates gift cards and nonperishable items to six area food pantries.
The non-perishable items are provided by
our
generous congregation and are
truly appreciated. Donations for
the food pantry can be left in
the basket at the back of the
church and blessed during the
Offertory. Delivery is made
to a different area food
pantry each month. Thank you.

Have an unused wheelchair?
We’d like to keep a spare
one in Crocker Hall
for emergency
purposes. Contact
the office or just
bring it in. Thank
you.
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Think you know who this is? Send your
answer to StPaulsSwordPoints@gmail.com.

† This Sunday’s Readings
Hidden from the Wise
Genesis 24:34-38, 42-49, 58-67
ur Hebrew Bible story is about the arranged marriage between Isaac and his
kinswoman Rebekah. Abraham sent his trusted servant to his kinsfolk in
Haran, as he did not want to select a bride for his son from the Canaanites among whom
he dwelt. The providential hand of God is seen in the prosecution and success of this
venture.
Psalm 45:10-18
In this psalm for a royal wedding the queen is instructed to leave ancestry behind in
preference to loyalty for her king, to whom she goes in procession.
Romans 7:15-25a
In this lesson Paul continues to wrestle with the question of the role of the law.
Although the law is good in principle, without God’s saving act in Jesus, it only produces
more sinfulness. Paul feels two strong and opposing tendencies
within his being. Without the new relationship of faith through
Matthew 11:16-19; 25-30
Jesus, the regulations of the law only causes the tendency to break the
A good way to open this Sunday's
law to grow stronger. Paul speaks of this as a tendency of his flesh, by
worship service might be to ask: Are
which he means all within him that does not seek faithful obedience
to God.
there any here today who have
Matthew 11:16-19, 25-30
never been weary? Never had to
In our gospel lesson Jesus compares his generation to capricious
carry a heavy heart burden? Okay,
children, equally displeased by the austere message of John the
you're free to go.
Baptist and the inviting message of Jesus. Yet God’s wisdom will

O

prevail. Jesus bids all to come and find that the yoke of his teaching
is easy to bear. The disclosure of the divine will comes as God’s gracious gift, not through
human knowledge. Especially intimate is the relationship between the Lord of all life and
Jesus - that
of Father
and son.
Although
he is the
Son, Jesus
is humble
of heart
and gentle.

† Pick Up Your Copy Today!
Synthesis CE Study Guides for each weeks readings will
be available at the back of the church.

† Sermon Shorts

T

rials, Tests, Testimony. Here God
Provides! To replay all our sermons, audio
and videos follow this link for The Sunday
Sermons. Check out our sermon archives as well.
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† Your Prayers Are Requested For…

t is such an intimate time when praying for the health and well being of others and
such a privilege. The people that we lift up to The Lord are part of our hearts for all
time. Please pray for…
.....Fr. George Hall, Brenda Darling, Jean Stauffer, and other parishioners
and
other parishioners
in extended care
convalescing
in extendedconvalescing
care facilities.
facilities.
…..Iglesia Betania, Norwalk; St. Paul’s, Norwalk; Christ Episcopal, Norwich.
.....St.
James’,
Poquetanuck;
St. Philip’s,
Putnam;area.
.....Revival
at St.
Paul’s and the
greater Danbury
Christ
Church, Redding.
......Environmental
Ministry Networks, eco‐justice work; community gardens.
.....Revival
at St. Clayton
Paul’s and
the greater
Danbury
.....Ginny Beck,
Ferry,
Gary Stein,
Edarea.
Licence, Joe & Barbara Hock, Sue
.....ECCT
andBarrett,
parish-based
committees
and networks
Balla, Rose
Lorraine
Estok, Jim
Megura, Jay Lawrence, Alex, Teresa
for
investments,
stewardship,
planned
Stacchiotti,
Mary
DeAnzeris,finance,
Michele
Sarvergiving,
& Lee Rybos, continued healing. .....the
insurance,
personnel
policy.
safe returnand
of Denise’s
dog.
.....Ginny
Beck,
Gary
Ed Licence,
Joethe
& Diocese
BarbaraofHock,
.....the people
of Clayton
Norway; Ferry,
the people
of Stein,
the Republic
of Haiti;
NorthSue
Kigezi Balla,
RoseThe
Barrett,
Lorraine
Megura,
Jayand
Lawrence,
Alex, Teresa
(Uganda)
Rt Revd
Benon Estok,
MageziJim
; and
our sister
brother members
of the
Stacchiotti,
Mary DeAnzeris,
Evangelical Lutheran
Church ofMichele
Latvia. Sarver & Lee Rybos, continued healing. .....the
safe
return of Denise’s
dog. East facing persecution at the hands of ISIS forces. Pray also
.....Christians
in the Middle
.....the
people
of Tanzania;
the people
of the
Kingdom
of Jordan; the Diocese of
for radical
Muslims
throughout
the world
to Hashemite
come to know
Jesus Christ.
Oke-Osun
Nigeria)
The
Rt Revd
Abraham
Akinlalu;
and UN
our peacekeeping
sister and brother
.....Michael- (Ibadan,
for protection
from
mortar
attacks
in Somalia
with the
members
service. of the Church of Greece.
.....Christians
in the Middle
facing
thefood
hands
of ISIS
forces. for
Pray
.....Bethel Community
FoodEast
Pantry,
the persecution
recipient of at
our
basket
collections
thealso
for
radical
Muslims throughout the world to come to know Jesus Christ.
month
of June.
.....Michael
for protection
from a congregational partner of the Jericho Partnership.
.....Faith Church,
New Milford,
mortar
Somalia with
.....Joe,attacks
who is in
undergoing
treatment for Lymphoma & Rhonda, healing of cancer.
the
UN peacekeeping
.....Care
of Children. service.
.....F.A.I.T.H.
Foodspeedy
Pantry,
.....Rose Barrett,
recovery to her wrist from a recent fall.
Sandy
Hook
& Newtown,
.....Cathy
Schrull,
healing,the
and peace and comfort during her treatments.
recipient
of our
food
basketto avoid a serious operation
…..Denise,
quick
healing
collections for the month of July.
.....Wilton Baptist Church, a
congregational partner of the
Jericho Partnership.
.....Rhonda, healing of cancer.
.....Aged.
.....Rose Barrett, speedy recovery to her wrist from a recent fall.
.....Cathy Schrull, healing, and peace and comfort during her treatments.
.....Denise, quick healing to avoid a serious operation.
.....Linda, dealing with loss, lost and needing prayer.
.....Susan, complete healing & recovery from her cancer treatments.

† This & That & Links

(Click on pictures or red links for more info)

Links We Like
Things That Make You Think
Back Issues of Sword Points
The Spielberg Jewish Film
Archive—Isaac & Rebecca
This horrible 1952 film is based on the
biblical story of Abraham sending his
servant, Eliezer, to search for a wife for
his son, Isaac.
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Just For Fun !

(And Christian Fellowship)

Random Fact of
the Week!

D

id you know ...
that a small village
by the name of Jerusalem
is buried under the waters
of Candlewood Lake?

†

It Takes An Editorial Board
Contributors to this Weeks
Sword Points:

M

ary Allen, Chris Barrett, Carol Ferro,
Steve Hemming, Diane Loring, Bill
Loring, Lois Hunt, Dori McManus, Beth
Miller, Nicole
O’Connors, Patrick
O’Connors, Mary
Perry, Ken Perry,
Kirsten Peterson,
Reyna Sampson,
John Sarver, Joe
Shepley, Tara
Shepley, David
Szen, Pam Szen,
John Tuthill, Don
Winkley and Gail
Winkley.
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