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† Futures Unfolding in Faith, Hope & Love
“How can a young person stay on the path of purity?
By living according to your word.”

Psalm 119:9

Dear Family of St. Paul's,

T

his coming Sunday between both services, our youth will share testimonies from
their recent mission trip to Chicago. From what we have heard already, God clearly
touched many lives through their time together, and we look forward to hearing more.
Please join us as we hear first-hand accounts of what it was like to travel to a city in great
need, how the children living there reacted, and how our youth have grown spiritually.
To all who sponsored our youth, to all who have prayed for them, and to all who are
helping make our church stronger for our young people all the time, thank you.
Together, we are a mission post for youth as their futures unfold in faith, hope and love.
Faithfully,

† 'Splaining Christianity

I

by John Tuthill

t must have seemed very strange and out-of-place at that time - a man talking in a
healing way and good-humored way on the radio as the whole world was seemingly
going insane. During World War II, BBC Radio in London invited C.S. Lewis to host a
program explaining to his fellow
Britons during war-time, of all
things, about what Christians
believe. From 1941 - 1943, Lewis'
program aired during a period of
German air raids on England's
major cities, and during a time
when the more usual news on the
radio featured updates on
unspeakable death, destruction and
descent into general chaos. This
one man would come on the radio
in his trade-mark intelligent & story
-telling tone talking all about
decent human behavior, about the
truth of ultimate meaning and about
knowing right from wrong. The
way he spoke and his words
carefully chosen made it sound like the simplest thing in the world while also restored it to
the most important and most basic. Civilians and servicemen alike made the program very
popular. Royal Air Chief Marshall, Sir Donald Hardman wrote later, "The war, the whole
of life, everything tended to seem pointless. We needed, many of us, a
key to the meaning of the universe. Lewis provided just that!"
C.S. Lewis also volunteered his summer holiday weekends visiting
R.A.F. bases to speak there in person about faith in Jesus, invited to do
so by the R.A.F.'s Chaplain-in-Chief. Later, in the 1950's, Lewis'
popular broadcasts were transcribed and thankfully we have them put
together in one of his many much-loved books helping to explain about
our faith in Jesus, "Mere Christianity."
In the short Gospel reading this Sunday (Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23),
Jesus Himself explains in a more accessibly understood way for His
disciples (and for today's disciples) when they asked Him to. Jesus can calm the storm of
the world for a moment, enough for people hearing and wanting / asking to understand how
they are anchored by Him. Jesus clarifies in this Sundays' one of the most aggravating
mysteries of the "Good News": why do some hear and accept the saving gospel, while other
hearing the same only reject it? In the only surviving BBC recording of his broadcasts,
Lewis, likewise in his own words titles his talk "New Men." Take a listen to a bit of Lewis
as people heard him in their own time of uncertainty looking for their anchor. People
hungry to know God in every era can make Him known.
Thanks be to God!

C.S. Lewis Original
Recording
This is the only surviving
audio of C.S. Lewis's broadcast
talks. The New Men is the last
episode in Beyond Personality,
the third series. It was
broadcast on BBC radio on
21st March 1944.

2

How old was Isaac when he married Rebekah?
Genesis 25:19-20 NIV

a) 40

b) 60

c) 80

† This Week at St. Paul’s
Thu, July 13 Sat, July 15 -

5:45 pm
7:30 am
7:30 am
9:30 am

-

8:00 am
9:30 am
10:30 am
10:30 am
7:00 pm
7:00 pm
5:45 pm
10:00 am
5:45 pm
7:30 am
7:30 am
9:30 am
10:30 am

-

Sixth Sunday after Pentecost

Sun, July 16 -

Mon, July 17 Tue, July 18
Wed, July 19
Thu, July 20
Sat, July 22

-

Boot Camp, Crocker Hall
Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Crocker Hall
John 21:12 Group, Theo’s Diner, New Milford
PraiseMoves, Crocker Hall
Traditional Holy Communion (LiveStream)
Mission Trip Breakfast, Crocker Hall
Summer Sunday School
Contemporary Holy Communion (LiveStream)
Stephen Ministry, Guild Room
Men’s Bible Study, Crocker Hall (LiveStream)
Boot Camp, Crocker Hall
Holy Communion & Healing
Boot Camp, Crocker Hall
Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Crocker Hall
John 21:12 Group, Theo’s Diner, New Milford
PraiseMoves, Crocker Hall
St. Paul’s Quilters, Crocker Hall

Click Below to

Seventh Sunday after Pentecost

Sun, July 23 8:00 am
9:30 am
10:30 am
10:30 am

-

Traditional Holy Communion (LiveStream)
Rector’s Forum, Guild Room
Summer Sunday School
Contemporary Holy Communion (LiveStream)

Click Below to
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† Transforming Patriarchs
Jacob

Eighteenth century BCE

J

acob’s story begins in the 25th chapter of Genesis that we read this Sunday. The
grandson of Abraham and Sarah, he was a bright young man. However, Esau, his
older twin, was bigger and stronger and the favorite of their father Isaac. So Jacob tricked
his brother Esau into giving up his inheritance. He also tricked his father Isaac into giving
him the blessing intended for Esau. Then Jacob was
forced to run from Canaan to escape Esau’s anger.
Heading for refuge in a faraway land, Jacob lay
down in the open fields one night to sleep. During the
night he had a remarkable vision of a ladder that reached
from earth to heaven, with angels ascending and
descending on it. It seemed to signal God’s coming to
live with humankind. A voice promised to give Jacob
land, many descendants, and a mission to be a blessing to
everyone on earth.
Jacob found safety with his Uncle Laban, the brother of
his mother Rebecca. Laban promised Jacob the hand of his
lovely daughter Rachel in exchange for seven years’ work. But when the time was up and
the wedding held, Jacob found that the woman under the bridal veil was Rachel’s sister
Leah. To marry Rachel,
Jacob would have to spend
seven more years working
for Laban. But Jacob loved
Rachel so much that he was
willing to wait.
In time Jacob decided to
return to Canaan with his
two wives. He sent gifts
ahead, in case his twin
brother was still angry. On
the way Jacob encountered a
mysterious stranger who
fought with Jacob and
twisted his leg, leaving him
with a limp. The stranger
told Jacob that from now on
his name would be Israel,
which means “one who
fought with God.” Jacob
realized then that the
stranger was really God.
To Jacob’s surprise, Esau
welcomed him back. Jacob
built an altar to God at the
spot where he had seen the
heavenly ladder. He
The Reconciliation of Jacob and Esau, 1624, by Rubens.
committed his family to the
worship of God alone.
God’s promises to Jacob came true. Jacob’s 12 sons became the founders of the 12
tribes of Israel. The land of his descendants was called by his new name, Israel.

Summer Sunday School meets each
week at 10:30 am. Join the fun!
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Parish Picnic

S

pecial thanks is due to Buni & Paul Kovacs who, for the third time in three years,
graciously hosted our Parish Picnic. We had
approximately 80 people in attendance, great food,
awesome fellowship and perfect weather. An additional
salute goes out to our captains, Roger Standt & Paul
Kovacs, for the boat rides on Candlewood Lake. And thanks to
everyone who brought & prepared the food and setup & cleaned up.
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† Transforming Saints of God
Thursday, July 13th

Conrad Weiser

Witness to Peace and Reconciliation, 1760

C

onrad Weiser was an eighteenth century American diplomat who worked for peace
and reconciliation between the European settlers and the native peoples of
Pennsylvania. Of Lutheran descent, he was the father-in-law of Henry Melchior
Muhlenberg.
Born in Germany in 1696, he immigrated to the United States as a child. At 17, Weiser
went to live among the Mohawks in New York in order to learn their language and culture.
He later made his way to southeastern Pennsylvania where he
learned customs and language of the Iroquois.
Weiser eventually settled in the area that is now Reading,
Pennsylvania. He designed the layout of the city of Reading, is
numbered among the founders of Berks County, and served a long
tenure as the local judge. Like many people of his time, he had to
work at a variety of occupations in order to care for his family:
farmer, tanner, merchant, and real estate speculator. For a time
Weiser was enamored with the Seventh Day Baptist movement and took up residence at
Ephrata Cloister.
His knowledge of the Iroquois language and his natural diplomatic gifts made him
invaluable during the years of the settlement. He negotiated land deeds and other treaties
not only between Native Americans and European settlers, he also did diplomatic work
between the various tribes of Native Americans and was often, but not always, successful in
keeping the peace among them. He advised William Penn and Benjamin Franklin on
matters related to Native Americans and played an important role in keeping the Iroquois
sympathetic to the British cause during the French and Indian Wars. At the time of Weiser’s
death, an Iroquois leader was heard to remark, “We are at a great loss and sit in darkness...as
since his death we cannot so well understand one another.”

† Happy Birthday to You!

I

ngrid Pruss, James Keenan & Mia Iverson celebrate
today! Friday is the big day for Jessica Friedly &
Sandy Chadwick. Frank Cavagna will be opening presents
on Tuesday. Anthony Mott, Elvi Burr & Lorine Hodge will
be blowing out candles on Wednesday. Have a blessed day everyone

Note: There will
be no Rector’s
Forum this week
because of youth
mission breakfast. See you
next week.
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T

he Rector's Forum is currently studying Ecclesiastes,
led by Jay Trott. As we explore Ecclesiastes, we see
that the writer was ready for Christ! Ecclesiastes is an entirely
unique book in the Bible - a book of pure philosophy. The purpose
of pure philosophy is to find happiness, but what Ecclesiastes (or
Solomon) found was something very different. No achievement
and no pleasure has any meaning without Christ; that is, without
life. It is a profound and sobering book, just as relevant now as
the day it was written. And in the end it is also a practical book
with sound advice about how to live a good life.

The
Rector’s
Forum

† Trust Him At All Times
“Whenever I am afraid, I will trust in You.”

by Steve Hemming

Psalm 56:3

I

was abruptly shaken when my car suddenly ran over an “invisible” metal object. I
had difficulty maintaining control of the vehicle, but by the grace of God, I was able
to maneuver it onto a side street. Upon inspection, what looked like a metal hook, was
lodged deep into my rear tire on the passenger side. The tire was completely flat. Given
how everything seemingly happened in the blink of an eye, I was in shock. I was unfamiliar
with my surroundings. I didn’t know what to do. I was afraid.
I had left Worcester, MA, that
morning with high hopes of
driving through Ithaca, NY, on my
way to my home town of
Rochester, to start my vacation.
The purpose of the alternate route
through Ithaca was to see
Taughonnock Falls, one of the
natural gems of the northeast.
These beautiful falls plunge 215
feet over rocky cliffs into a deep
gorge below. It was all smooth
sailing towards my desired
destination until I got the flat tire.
As I sat in my car by the side
of the road, and pondered what to do, I could see my dreams of seeing the falls evaporate
into thin air. What only mattered now was getting my car back on the road so I could reach
Rochester before the end of the day. I’d have to try to see the falls some other time.
As I gathered my wits about me, I prayed. I sought the Lord. I asked Him to help me
identify my whereabouts, get someone to change my tire, and guide me to a place where I
could get the tire fixed or replaced. I thanked the Him for hearing my prayer, and told the
Lord I was placing my trust in Him to get me back on the road to Rochester.
As soon as I finished praying and opened my eyes, I saw a man walking up his driveway
towards me. He introduced himself as
“Charlie,” and offered me his assistance.
Charlie gave me the address of where my
car was parked, and then after looking at my
punctured tire, told me I could get it fixed at
a place called Trombley Tire and Auto.
Now knowing my location, I called
AAA, who sent someone out immediately to
replace the flat tire with my spare “donut.”
And although all the service technicians
were busy when I first arrived at Trombley
Tire, after a short wait, they were able to
repair the puncture and reinstall the tire for a
pittance; only 23 bucks and change. The
total time it took from when I first called
AAA to when I left Trombley Tire, was only
(Continued on page 8)

W

hich type of people were represented by the seed that fell
along the path?
a) Without understanding b) Without roots c) With worries
Matthew 13:18-23 NIV
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Trust

(Continued from page 7)

about an hour and a half. Certainly, this was no mere coincidence. For God’s word assures
us that when we commit our way to the Lord and trust in Him, He will act! (Psalm 37:5)
Can you recall a time when God came to your rescue? No matter what kind of difficult
circumstance we may find ourselves in, He is our refuge and strength, a very present help in
time of trouble (Psalm 46:1). When we seek the Lord and put our trust in Him, He will not
forsake us (Psalm 9:10).
Because God responded so quickly to my plea for help, I had plenty of time to visit
Taughonnock Falls that day, before proceeding on to Rochester. As I stood near the base of
this majestic waterfall that only God Himself could have created, I stretched out my arms in
heartfelt gratitude and declared to Him with my voice, “I will trust in You with all my heart.
I will not lean own my understanding. In all my ways I will acknowledge You, for I know
You will direct my paths!” (Proverbs 3:5-6)
“Oh, taste and see that the Lord is good. Blessed is the man who trusts in Him!”
Psalm 34:8

View from the overlook at Taughonnock Falls State Park, Trumansburg, NY – June 22, 2017

B

onnie Wanzer cheerfully reports the final
results of the Hopeline Campaign. Thanks to
the generosity of the St Paul's family we were able to
send a check for $2,788.33 to Hopeline.
This amount exceeds last years total by
$580.

COFFEE HOUR HOSTS
July 16th 8 am - Mission Trip Breakfast 10:30 am - Nicole O’Connors
July23rd 8 am - Mary & Chuck Allen 10:30 am - Connie Williams
July 30th 8 am - Karen & David Greeley 10:30 am - Sandy Chadwick
Contact Mary Allen at
203-775-6633 or
chamla@charter.net.
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† Transforming Stewardship
“The seed sown among thorns is the one who hears the word but then the cares of the
world and the lure of riches choke the word and it bears no fruit.”
Matthew 13:22

D

o the lure of riches and material goods choke God out of your
life? Are you so caught up in worldly activities that you have
no time for God? Stewardship is a lifestyle to be lived every day. It
effects all the decisions we make. What we receive at church every
Sunday should be shared with others all the other days of the week.

The Ladies Tuesday AM Bible Study will be studying, ECCLESIASTES, starting
Tuesday, September 12th at 9:15 am in the Guild Room.
We all want our lives to matter, so we try to find significance through worldly pursuits.
We might even feel satisfied for a time. But when those
moments fade - and they always do - the emptiness returns.
As long as we look at life from a human perspective, nothing
really matters. The book of Ecclesiastes helps up look beyond
our limited point of view to see God's reign in the world and
figure out what our lives mean.
Please join us in study on Tuesday's from 9:15 - 11 am.
Please register by August 18th by emailing Debbi Pomeroy at
debbi415@aol.com. Workbooks are $10.

The Jericho Partnership is
seeking more mentors. For
more information contact
Fr. Joe or Sir Arthur.
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† ‘Today also my complaint is bitter...’

J

ob’s complaint might be bitter, but our coffee isn’t. Neither is
our weekly discussion. Come to the Men’s Bible Study and find
out why two dozen men show up each week. Human suffering, divine
sovereignty and the quest to understand God's will: these are topics
we wrestle with in our Book of Job study each Monday from 7-8 pm.

† Art in the Christian Tradition
Esau Gives Up His Birthright

1521
Rensig, Everhard (possibly) & Gerhard Remisch
Victoria and Albert Museum
London, England

"M

ariawald was a Cistercian abbey founded in 1480. The Cistercians were a
monastic order established in 1098 in Burgundy at Citeaux. The founder of the
Cistercians had broken away from the Benedictines which had been the first monastic order
to be established in Europe, in the 6th century. During the Revolutionary struggles in France
and the subsequent religious upheavals under Napoleon, many monastic institutions on the
continent were 'secularized' and their buildings
destroyed. The abbey of Mariawald was closed down
in 1802 but fortunately its buildings, including the
cloisters, remain largely intact. However, the stained
glass windows had been removed. Each window had
two panels depicting scenes from the Old Testament
and two panels with scenes from the New Testament.
This type of narrative arrangement is known as
'typological'. Each Old Testament story was a 'type' or
a prefigurement of a New Testament story ('antitype').
The prophets on each window would hold text from the
Bible relating to the Old and New Testament stories.
For example, this panel shows the Old Testament story
of 'Jacob Tempting Esau'. It was placed in the window
just above that of the New Testament scene of 'The
Temptations of Christ (Museum no. C.237-1928).
Jacob and Esau were the sons of Isaac. Jacob tempted
the hungry Esau with food in exchange for his
birthright as the eldest son and heir. This event
prefigured that of the devil tempting Jesus Christ with
worldly goods. The typological arrangement was
popular in the Middle Ages. The stories were
reproduced in manuscripts and in engravings from
woodcuts and collectively became known as 'Biblia
Pauperum' ('Bibles of the Poor'). At the end of the 15th century the Biblia Pauperum were
printed in book form and sold in their thousands. These books were used as design sources
for artworks including stained glass panels." [from Victoria and Albert Museum]

E

ver stopped to ask yourself just what kind
of soil the word finds in you? Know how
to find out? It’s very simple, really. Just take a
look at your life - how much and what kind of
“fruit” do you see being produced regularly?
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† Pray It Up

N

otice the Red and White prayer request cards in the pew? Each
Sunday, fill out your request, put it in the red bowl on the table on
the way to communion. Then take a card from the bowl either right then or
after service. Pray for that request for one week. How comforting to know
that your request is being prayed for and that you are praying for someone
else’s! You might just be praying for the person sitting next to you! Or, if
you’d prefer - please send your request to St. Paul’s at
prayingnow2@gmail.com!
Click on the picture for the Grilled Chicken
Marinade Recipe from last Sunday’s picnic.

Missing Ring
The day of the Church School picnic (a
few weeks ago) I lost a small ring, silver
with diamonds. I only went two places
that morning, grocery store and church.
Hope someone found it. - Dot Crocker

Sir Arthur greets new families after
Wednesday's service.
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Holy Land Revisited
† The Valleys of Jerusalem 

W

hen you arrive in Jerusalem
for the first time, after being
completely stunned by the spectacle
of it, there can be some
disorientation. You may feel
disoriented by all the walls, gates,
and levels of civilization here, not to
mention the mountains and valleys.
To make your geographical
adjustment to this wonderful city as
smooth as possible, let’s consider the
Looking up at the
eastern wall of
Jerusalem from the
Kidron Valley

valleys that make up Jerusalem.
There are three main valleys to get under your belt in Jerusalem: Gehenna, Kidron, and
Tyropoean. These three valleys provided a natural defense to Jerusalem on three sides, and
form the Hebrew letter (shin) in a U-shape. Some would say this is no accident, because this
letter forms the first part of God’s name, El Shaddai (the God who protects). The Shin also
represents God’s name, and is on the doorpost Mezuzah of your hotel room doorway. As
Deuteronomy 6:9 commands, “write them on the doorframes of your houses and on your
gates.”
The Gehenna or Akeldama Valley (also called the Hinnom Valley) is south of Jerusalem,
and marked the tribal border between Benjamin and, on the south, Judah (Joshua 15:8,
18:16). In the late monarchial period, one very sad place in the valley was called Topheth.
It was here where children were presented as burnt offerings to Molech and other Canaanite
gods (2 Kings 23:10; Jeremiah 7:31-34; 2 Chronicles 28:23, 33:6). The name Topheth
comes from the Hebrew word toph, meaning “a drum,” or “to burn.” Possibly both,
because the shrieking children sacrificed by the priests to Moloch were drowned out by
the sound of beating drums. Thankfully, King Josiah ended this horrible practice (2
Kings 23).
In later years, the valley was used for incinerating the corpses of criminals and
unclean animals, and also as a place to burn garbage from the city (the Dung Gate,
named for the direction of the wind to carry away the stench from the city, was situated
here). From these practices, the Greek form “ge hinnom” (Gehenna) came into use as a
synonym for Hell (Matthew 5:22-30). The burial place called Akeldama, meaning
“field of blood,” was located in the eastern part of the Valley of Hinnom, and made
famous by Judas (Matthew 27:3-10; Acts 1:16-19).
The second valley is the Kidron Valley, located on the north and east side of the
city. Kidron Valley separates the city from the Mount of Olives. It forms a wadi (a
ravine or channel) that eventually empties into the Dead Sea. Its name, meaning “dark”
or “shady,” probably reflects its depth (at least 50 feet deeper then than it is today), and
that it was much cooler than the heat generated from the stones in the city above it.
(Continued on page 13)
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(Continued from page 12)

The Valleys of Jerusalem

Southeast of the Temple Mount, the Kidron joins the Tyropoean Valley, which passes
down on the west side of the mount. The deep ravine formed by these valleys south of the
city made a strong defense for David’s Jerusalem. The Kidron also provided the water
resource for Jerusalem’s only spring, the Gihon Spring on the eastern slope.
It was here that David crossed the “Brook Kidron” when he fled from Absalom (2
Samuel 15:23). The final judgment of the nations in “the valley of Jehoshsaphat,” meaning
“Yahweh judges,” is often identified with the Kidron Valley (Joel 3:2,12). After the Last
Supper, Jesus led His disciples across the ravine Kidron to the Garden of Gethsemane (John
18:1). When He was arrested, they brought Him back through the valley to the residence of
the High Priest. These events took place only four days after Jesus’ official entrance into the
city, riding on a donkey across the Kidron Valley.
The last valley of the three is the rugged Tyropoean,
named by Josephus, a relatively shallow valley
originating in the upper (northern) part of the city and
passing down beside the western wall of the Temple
Mount, eventually joining the Kidron Valley. This was
the main street, or the shopping mall district of Jesus’
time. Shops and markets lined the valley with bridges
above, the most famous being the Zion Bridge that
connected Mount Moriah’s Temple to Mount Zion’s
royal palace. The name means “cheese makers,” and is
probably a translation error of “congeal” and “outer,”
named in the Copper Scroll as the Outer Valley. This is
where Robinson’s Arch is located, which provided
access to the southwestern corner of the Temple Mount.
These three deep valleys made Jerusalem feel safe
and secure, as if God Himself were guarding it. Even
Looking south down into the Kidron Valley into the city of Silwan.
Titus, the Roman General who destroyed the city in 70
The ancient City of David (Jerusalem of 1000 BC) is to the right
A.D., said, “If it had not been for the internal
(west) of the Kidron Valley. This photo is taken from David's Palace.
dissensions, the city could never have been taken.”
These valleys are not the defense they once were. In our modern era, the Tyropean is more
of a plain than a valley. Still, God Himself is on guard for Jerusalem as El Shaddai.

T

† You Can Help

he second Saturday of each month a
group from St. Paul’s volunteers at
the Jericho Food & Clothing Pantry on
Spring Street in Danbury. Please consider
signing up by emailing Laurie DoBosh
ldobosh@tcco.com. The pantry is also looking for donations of reusable grocery bags
and plastic bags for the clients to put their
food in. We are also looking for coloring
books and crayons for the children who
come with their parents to the pantry (gently
used is accepted) and travel size toiletries
you usually find at hotels are also needed.
Please place donations in Crocker Hall bin
marked Jericho (left hand brown bin).

W

hat kind of seed are you? Are
you being used up on the
pathway of life, eaten by the birds? Do you
spring up quickly and just as quickly fade
away from responsibilities and resolutions?
Are the thorns of life smothering and
choking you? Or are you laboring to be a
“good soil” seed, creating a life that
blossoms with care and concern
for others, offers glory to God,
and brings holy satisfaction to
you? Most of us will face all of
the above in our life journeys,
but we can pray that the final
full one is that for which we
will continue to strive.
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Angelus and
Mary Giving
† Scholarly
Speaking
†Hail
Electronic

SAngelus and Hail Mary

aint Paul’s is pleased to announce the introduction of an electronic option for making
regular offerings. Contributions can now be debited automatically from your
checking/savings account or your credit/debit card. Our new electronic giving program
offers convenience for you and provides much needed donation consistency for our
congregation. There is no cost to you to use this system. Also there will be no changes if
you choose to still use your present method of giving. The system is simple using the
following steps on our website. Sign on to the
church website at www.SaintPaulsBrookfield.com.
Click on the blue “Give Online” button at the top left
of the home page. Click on the “Create Profile” button
to create your unique on line profile. After you have
created your profile, follow the on line instructions
to schedule your contribution. If you have any
questions, please contact Chuck Allen at 203-7756633 or treasurer@SaintPaulsBrookfield.com.

Name Tags - Remember how
awkward you felt when you first
came to St. Paul’s because you
didn’t know anyone or when you
visit a different church? Name tags
help. So, please be courteous to your fellow
parishioners, to newcomers, visiting clergy and guests
by extending a warm welcome to them and by
wearing your name tag. And remember to wear
them to coffee hour as well.

† Yes We Can!

A

s part of our outreach, St. Paul’s
donates gift cards and nonperishable items to six area food pantries.
The non-perishable items are provided by
our
generous congregation and are
truly appreciated. Donations for
the food pantry can be left in
the basket at the back of the
church and blessed during the
Offertory. Delivery is made
to a different area food
pantry each month. Thank you.

Have an unused wheelchair?
We’d like to keep a spare
one in Crocker Hall
for emergency
purposes. Contact
the office or just
bring it in. Thank
you.
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Congrats to Tara Shepley who correctly
identified this picture of Linda Pendergast!

† This Sunday’s Readings
The Parable of the Sower
Genesis 25:19-34
sau and Jacob are born to Isaac and Rebekah, but it is the second and younger
twin who makes himself first, upsetting the established cultural pattern or
primogeniture. God’s purposes are fulfilled within the untidy and compromised patterns
of human interaction. Jacob deceives his brother Esau, who, driven by his appetites, loses
his birthright.
Psalm 119:105-112
Even in times of hardship, the psalmist is committed to following the statutes and
precepts of the Lord.
Romans 8:1-11
In this lesson Paul draws a sharp contrast between the mind set on the flesh, and the
mind set on the Spirit. The person oriented only toward this temporal world with its
rewards and pleasures can neither keep the law nor please God. Only
through the grace of God in Christ can a fundamental reorientation
Matthew 13:1-9; 18toward God’s Spirit occur. When God’s Spirit quickens faith there is no
23
longer any condemnation, for the Spirit that raised Jesus from the dead
now indwells those so animated.
You and I might not waste
Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23
our efforts on the down
Our gospel is Jesus’ parable of the sower, together with its
trodden, the thorny, and
interpretation. The story by itself may once have been used to stress how
the hardened, but God
surprising fruitful God’s power can be, quite apart from human
does.
expectations or control With its explanation the parable was used as an
allegory of the church. Because of the work of the devil and human
weakness and sin the word they preached did not always produce. But, in the right
circumstances,
its fruit could
be anywhere
from
substantial to
amazing.

E

† Pick Up Your Copy Today!
Synthesis CE Study Guides for each weeks readings will
be available at the back of the church.

† Sermon Shorts

C

ome … Take … Learn. Just as we are!
To replay all our sermons, audio and
videos follow this link for The Sunday Sermons.
Check out our sermon archives as well.
15
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† Your Prayers Are Requested For…

t is such an intimate time when praying for the health and well being of others and
such a privilege. The people that we lift up to The Lord are part of our hearts for all
time. Please pray for…
.....Fr. George Hall, Brenda Darling, Jean Stauffer, and other parishioners
and
other parishioners
in extended care
convalescing
in extendedconvalescing
care facilities.
facilities.
…..Iglesia Betania, Norwalk; St. Paul’s, Norwalk; Christ Episcopal, Norwich.
.....St.
Stephen’s,
St. greater
Paul’s, Danbury
Riverside;area.
St.
.....Revival
at St. Ridgefield;
Paul’s and the
Andrew
the Apostle,
Rocky Hill;
Christeco‐justice
Church,
......Environmental
Ministry
Networks,
work; community gardens.
Roxbury.
.....Ginny Beck, Clayton Ferry, Gary Stein, Ed Licence, Joe & Barbara Hock, Sue
.....Revival
St. Paul’s
and the Estok,
greater Jim
Danbury
area.Jay Lawrence, Alex, Teresa
Balla, RoseatBarrett,
Lorraine
Megura,
.....Committees,
staff,
and volunteers
whoSarver
oversee&and
Stacchiotti, Mary
DeAnzeris,
Michele
Lee Rybos, continued healing. .....the
maintain
buildings
and dog.
grounds.
safe return
of Denise’s
.....Ginny
Beck,
Gary
Ed Licence,
Joethe
& Diocese
BarbaraofHock,
.....the people
of Clayton
Norway; Ferry,
the people
of Stein,
the Republic
of Haiti;
NorthSue
Kigezi Balla,
RoseThe
Barrett,
Lorraine
Megura,
Jayand
Lawrence,
Alex, Teresa
(Uganda)
Rt Revd
Benon Estok,
MageziJim
; and
our sister
brother members
of the
Stacchiotti,
Mary DeAnzeris,
Evangelical Lutheran
Church ofMichele
Latvia. Sarver & Lee Rybos, continued healing. .....the
safe
return of Denise’s
dog. East facing persecution at the hands of ISIS forces. Pray also
.....Christians
in the Middle
.....the
people
of Tunisia;
the people
of thetoRepublic
Kazakhstan;
the Diocese of Omufor radical
Muslims
throughout
the world
come toof
know
Jesus Christ.
Aran
- (Kwara,
The
Rt Revd
Adeyemo;
andwith
our the
sister
brother members
.....Michael
for Nigeria)
protection
from
mortarPhilip
attacks
in Somalia
UNand
peacekeeping
of
the Evangelical Church of the Augsburg Confession in Slovakia.
service.
.....Christians
in the Middle
facing
thefood
hands
of ISIS
forces. for
Pray
.....Bethel Community
FoodEast
Pantry,
the persecution
recipient of at
our
basket
collections
thealso
for
radical
Muslims throughout the world to come to know Jesus Christ.
month
of June.
.....Michael
for protection
from amortar
attacks in partner
Somaliaofwith
the UN Partnership.
peacekeeping
.....Faith Church,
New Milford,
congregational
the Jericho
service.
.....Joe, who is undergoing treatment for Lymphoma & Rhonda, healing of cancer.
.....F.A.I.T.H.
Food Pantry, Sandy Hook & Newtown, the recipient of our food basket
.....Care of Children.
collections
for the speedy
month of
July. to her wrist from a recent fall.
.....Rose Barrett,
recovery
.....Capilla
Danbury,healing,
a congregational
of theduring
Jerichoher
Partnership.
.....Cathy Schrull,
and peace partner
and comfort
treatments.
.....Rhonda,
healing
of cancer.
…..Denise, quick
healing
to avoid a serious operation
.....Absent.
.....Rose Barrett, speedy recovery to
her wrist from a recent fall.
.....Cathy Schrull, healing, and peace
and comfort during her treatments.
.....Denise, quick healing to avoid a
serious operation.
.....Linda, dealing with loss, lost and
needing prayer.
.....Susan, complete healing &
recovery from her cancer treatments.

† This & That & Links

(Click on pictures or red links for more info)

Links We Like
Things That Make You Think
Back Issues of Sword Points
John 3:16—The Story of Love
"John 3:16 - The Story of Love"
came from tells the story of the
close relationship between a
bridge operator and his young son
and the fateful day when both try
to head off an impending rail
disaster.
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Just For Fun !

(And Christian Fellowship)

Random Fact of
the Week!

D

id you know ...
that
the trade
(sale) of
Babe Ruth
by the Red
Sox to the
Yankees
also
included the
mortgage on
Fenway
Park?

†

It Takes An Editorial Board
Contributors to this Weeks
Sword Points:

M

ary Allen, Chris Barrett, Carol Ferro,
Steve Hemming, Diane Loring, Bill
Loring, Lois Hunt, Dori McManus, Beth
Miller, Nicole
O’Connors, Patrick
O’Connors, Mary
Perry, Ken Perry,
Kirsten Peterson,
Reyna Sampson,
John Sarver, Joe
Shepley, Tara
Shepley, David
Szen, Pam Szen,
John Tuthill, Don
Winkley and Gail
Winkley.
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What Has God Done For Me? This fictional (and sarcastic)
news story is about a man questioning the reality of the
existence of God, in the face of overwhelming evidence.

