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† He Has You
Hello faithful friends,
The other day I was watching Grady’s favorite
movie – IESODO (A kind and wise Dove …
Jesus) and yes, he may have been in the
room, he may not have been ☺.
His favorite scene is where the group of
friends are clinging to a log in the middle
of stormy waves and they see Jesus
(IESODO) off in the distance calling to the
little bird (Peter) to walk out to Him.
He starts walking out onto the stormy water, and soon I
find myself each time, shouting “don’t look down, little
one, don’t look down.” But just like Peter, he does,
and Jesus comes and reaches for him and says “Why
did you doubt?”
And, if you are like me, can’t we all relate to this
scene over and over again in our lives? We start
out “OK,” but then we doubt.

This
week, let us
all encourage and
cheer each other on, by
saying “Don’t look down, He has
you” and let us all walk, in faith, to Jesus
and His security.
Oh, and next coffee hour, feel free to ask Grady (or his
Pops) about IESODO ☺.
In Faith,
Mary Perry, Warden

† Fisherman’s Friend
“And how are they to proclaim Him unless they are sent?
As it is written, 'How beautiful are the feet of those who bring
good news!'”
Romans 10:5
John Tuthill

W

hen people ask Jesus for something to believe - He delivers! Peter, in our
gospel reading this Sunday (Matthew 14:22-33), has been rowing with his
friends for about nine hours straight and getting nowhere. Just at the point
when he and his friends are physically and emotionally completely spent, Peter sees Jesus
walking out on the waves and he requests, "Lord, if it is you, command me to come to you
on the water." And Jesus' reply to
that is very simply just, "Come."
Jesus can respond to someone
simply asking to believe - He can
work with that! Often in our doublemindedness of doubt and faith, the
request to believe seems to be the
very most that we genuinely have to
come to Him with. Do we have a
command to walk on water? No. But
we do have a command to come to
our Lord in faith on the water, there is

the of baptism and the water with
the wine in our communion where
Jesus shows up every Sunday
(Matthew 26:28). And in the end of
this very same Gospel of Mathew,
Jesus gives another command for us
to come out onto the water to spread
the Good News; "And Jesus came
and spake unto them, saying...'Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the
name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost...and I am with you alway, even
unto the end of the world. Amen" (Matthew 28:19-20 KJV)
Thanks be to God!

D

oes your life ever feel like it’s being
pounded and tossed around? Do you
feel like you’re sinking, with no way of being
rescued? Sometimes, it does get that bad,
doesn’t it. The faithful follower knows not only
when to ask for help, but, more importantly, who
to ask?
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† Men’s Bible Study to
Meet on Monday

T

his coming Monday evening the
Men’s Bible Study will be
meeting at Ray Ferro’s home in Bethel
at 6:30 pm. That means some great
food will be in the offering. Come and
join the fun. Stay tuned for future
Monday night locations and events.

John 21:12 Group

† Happy Birthday to You!
Addison Koniecki, Dorothy Crocker
& Patrick O’Connors celebrate Saturday!
Bake a cake for Alan Ready & Amy
Tilford on
Monday. Sean
Gallo will be
opening presents
on Tuesday.
Have a blessed
day everyone!

T

he weekly John 21:12 group is heading
back to it’s
regular haunts,
Theo’s
Downtown Diner
in New Milford
this Saturday,
August 12th at
7:30 am. All are
welcome.

Which of his brothers suggested that instead of killing him, they
should sell Joseph to the passing merchants?
a) Reuben b) Judah c) Dan
Genesis 37:26-27 NIV

† This Week at St. Paul’s
Sat, Aug 12

-

7:30 am
7:30 am
10:00 am
10:30 am

-

Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Crocker Hall
John 21:12 Group, Theo’s Diner, New Milford
Jericho Food Pantry, Danbury
Christopher Roper Burial Rite, Sanctuary

Tenth Sunday after Pentecost

Sun, Aug 13 -

Mon, Aug 14
Tue, Aug 15
Wed, Aug 16
Thu, Aug 17
Sat, Aug 19

-

8:00 am
9:30 am
10:30 am
10:30 am
6:30 pm
5:45 pm
10:00 am
7:30 pm
7:30 am
7:30 am
9:30 am

-

Eleventh Sunday after Pentecost

Sun, Aug 20 8:00 am
9:30 am
10:30 am
10:30 am

-

Click Below to

Traditional Holy Communion (LiveStream)
Rector’s Forum, Guild Room
Summer Sunday School
Contemporary Holy Communion (LiveStream)
Men’s Bible Study, Ray Ferro’s Home
Boot Camp, Crocker Hall
Holy Communion & Healing
Property Committee, Guild Room
Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Crocker Hall
John 21:12 Group, Theo’s Diner, New Milford
PraiseMoves, Crocker Hall
Click Below to

Traditional Holy Communion (LiveStream)
Rector’s Forum, Guild Room
Summer Sunday School
Contemporary Holy Communion (LiveStream)
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† Stop and Smell Our Flowers
Photos by Karoline Barrett
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† This Date on the Church Calendar
Tuesday, August 15th

Saint Mary the Virgin

Mother of Our Lord Jesus Christ

T

he honor paid to Mary, the virgin mother of Jesus Christ our Lord and God, goes
back to the earliest days of the Church. Indeed, it goes back further, for even before
the birth of her Son, Mary prophesied, "From this time forth, all
generations shall call me blessed." [Magnificat]
The New Testament records several incidents from the life of the
Virgin: her betrothal to Joseph, the Annunciation by the angel Gabriel
that she was to bear the Messiah, her Visitation to Elizabeth the mother
of John the Baptist, the Nativity of our Lord, the visits of the shepherds
and the magi, the Presentation of the infant Jesus in the Temple at the
age of forty days, the flight into Egypt, the Passover visit to the Temple
when Jesus was twelve, [Matthew 1:16,18-25; Matthew 2; Luke 1:26-56;
Luke 2]; the wedding at Cana in Galilee and the performance of her
Son's first miracle at her intercession [John 2:1-11], the occasions when
observers said, "How can this man be special? We know his
family!" [Matthew 13:54-56; Mark 6:1-3; Luke 4:22; also John 6:42], an
occasion when she came with others to see him while he was preaching
[Matthew 12:46-50; Mark 3:31-35; Luke 8:19-21], her presence at the
foot of the Cross, where Jesus commends her to the care of the Beloved
Disciple [John 19:25-27], and her presence with the apostles in the upper
room after the Ascension, waiting for the promised Spirit [Acts 1:14].
She is thus seen to be present at most of the chief events of her Son's
life.
Besides Jesus himself, only two humans are mentioned by name in
the Creeds. One is Pontius Pilate, Roman procurator of Judea from 26 to
36 AD. That Jesus was crucified by order of Pontius Pilate pins down
the date of his death within a few years, and certifies that we are not talking, like the
worshippers of Tammuz or Adonis, about a personification or symbol of the annual death
and resurrection of the crops. His death is an event in history, something that really
happened.
The other name is that of Mary. The Creeds say that Christ was "born of the virgin
Mary." That is to say, they assert on the one hand that he was truly and fully human, born of
a woman and not descended from the skies like an angel.
On the other hand, by telling us that his mother was a virgin they exclude the theory that
(Continued on page 6)

† Transforming Stewardship
He said, “Come.” Peter got out of the boat and began to
walk on the water toward Jesus.
- Matthew 14:29

W

hen you hear Jesus calling, do you responded
immediately and trust that He knows what He’s
doing? If so, you are walking on water! When we say “yes” to
Jesus, we feel the power of his presence in our lives. We can
feel the freedom it gives us! Listen how Jesus is calling you to
live the extraordinary life He has in mind for you.

Summer Sunday School meets each
week at 10:30 am. Join the fun!
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(Continued from page 5)

Saint Mary

he was simply an ordinary man who was so virtuous that he eventually, at his baptism,
became filled with the Spirit of God. His virgin birth attests to the fact that he was always
more than merely human, always one whose presence among us was in itself a miracle, from
the first moment of his earthly existence.
In Mary, Virgin and Mother, God gives us a sign
that Jesus is both truly God and truly Man.
It sometimes happens that someone will report an
appearance of the Virgin Mary, bearing a message,
usually encouraging faithfulness in prayer. A reader
has asked, "How far back do such reports go?"
According to Donald Attwater (Penguin Dictionary of
Saints), Gregory of Nyssa (335-395) says that the
earliest known report of a supernatural appearance of
the Blessed Virgin to anyone was of one to Gregory
Thaumaturgos (213-270).
The genuineness of these appearances is not
official Roman Catholic doctrine. It is perfectly possible to reject all such appearances as
delusions, and still be a Roman Catholic in good standing.
Little is known of the life of the Virgin Mary except insofar as it intersects with the life
of her Son, and there is an appropriateness in this. The Scriptures record her words to the
angel Gabriel, to her kinswoman Elizabeth, to her Son on two occasions. But the only
recorded saying of hers to what may be called ordinary, run-of-the-mill hearers is her
instruction to the servants at the wedding feast, to whom she says simply, indicating her Son,
"Whatever he says to you, do it."
This we may take to be the summation of her message to the world. If we listen to her,
she will tell us, "Listen to Him. Listen to my Son. Do what He tells you." When we see
her, we see her pointing to her Son.
If our regard for the Blessed Virgin does not have the immediate effect of turning our
attention from her to the One whom she carried in her womb for nine months and suckled at
her breast, to the Incarnate God, the Word made flesh, then we may be sure that it is not the
kind of regard that she seeks.
A right regard for her will always direct us to Him Who found in her His first earthly
dwelling-place.
written by James Kiefer
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† Abide in the Light

by Steve Hemming

Then Jesus spoke to them again, saying, “I am the light of the world. He who
follows Me shall not walk in darkness, but have the light of life.”
John 8:12

I

had the opportunity the other day to go to Maine. I arrived early enough in
Ogunquit to watch the sunrise. As the sun rose slowly above the ocean, a small boat
entered into the direct path of the sunlight that was reflecting onto the surface of the water.
As I saw the light engulf the watercraft, I thought to myself, “That’s where I want to be,
right there in the midst of the light!”
As Jesus proclaimed in the scripture verse above; He is the light of the world, and if we
want to abide in His light, we need to follow Him. Not only is Jesus the light, He’s also the
One who created the light, which He spoke
into being; “Let there be light, and there
was light” (Genesis 1:3). The Apostle
John confirms that Jesus was the Creator in
his gospel; “In the beginning was the
Word, and the Word was with God, and the
Word was God. He was in the beginning
with God. All things were made through
Him, and without Him nothing was made
that was made. In Him was life, and the
life was the light of men” (John 1:1-4).
God chose you and me in Him before
the foundation of the world to be holy and
blameless in His sight (Ephesians 1:4).
And He called us out of darkness and into
His marvelous light, in order that we may
proclaim the praises of Him (1 Peter 2:9).
Now that we are light in the Lord, and no
longer in darkness, we are to walk as children of light (Ephesians 5:8). How can we remain
in the light of the Lord and continue to walk in His ways?
Believe – In order to stay in the light, we need to believe in Jesus as our Lord. For He
Himself declared in John 12:46; “I have come as a light into the world, that whoever
believes in Me should not abide in darkness.” Earlier in that same chapter the Lord tells us,
“believe in the light, that you may become sons of light” (v. 36).
Declare – We need to speak words of faith that God is the one, true source of light in our
lives. Here are a couple of powerful scriptures written by King David in the psalms:
“For You will light my lamp; The Lord my God will enlighten my darkness. For by
You I can run against a troop, by my God I can leap over a wall” (Psalm 18:28-29).
“The Lord is my light and my salvation; whom shall I fear? The Lord is the strength
of my life; of whom shall I be afraid?” (Psalm 27:1).
Meditate on His Word – Jesus cautions us in John 12:35 that “he who walks in darkness
does not know where he is going.” David depended on God’s word to guide his actions and
direct his steps. For it was he who penned the words from Psalm 119:105; “Your word is a
lamp to my feet and a light to my path.” Proverbs 6:23 offers supporting wisdom; “For the
commandment is a lamp and the teaching is light; and reproofs for discipline are the way of
life.”
Expose/Remove Darkness – We read from Ephesians 5:11 that we are to have no
fellowship with the unfruitful works of darkness, but rather, expose them. And once
exposed, we are to remove all fleshly and lustful behaviors from our lives, as the Apostle
Paul urges in Romans 13:12; “The night is far spent, the day is at hand. Therefore let us
cast off the works of darkness, and let us put on the armor of light.” In order to keep
darkness at bay and remain in the light, we need to routinely put on the whole armor of God
so that we may be able to withstand in the evil day, and having done all, to stand (Ephesians
6:13).
Shine His Light – Jesus declares that we are the light of the world, and He commands us
(Continued on page 8)
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(Continued from page 7)

Abide in the Light

to; “Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works and glorify your
Father in heaven” (Matthew 5:14, 16). Paul expands upon this theme in Philippians 2:1415; “Do all things without complaining and disputing, that you may become blameless and
harmless, children of God without fault in the midst of a crooked and perverse generation,
among whom you shine as
lights in the world.”
As we abide in the light
of our Lord, may we also
become bearers of His light,
and shine ever so brightly
wherever He leads us.
“The path of the
righteous is like the light of
dawn that shines brighter
and brighter until the full
day.”
Proverbs 4:18
Sunrise at the Marginal Way,
Ogunquit, ME – 8/1/17

I

mpetuous Peter … so quick to want to show his faith
and trust in Jesus … and so equally quick to fall back
in fear when the wind intruded. How often wo we,
attempting to live as God’s faithful, let the winds of the
world make us falter in our trust for the ever-present
heavenly mercy? Thankfully, over and over Jesus says,
“Take heart, it is I; do not be afraid.”
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† Transforming Saints of God
Thursday, August 10th

Laurence

Deacon, and Martyr at Rome, 258

L

aurence (or Lawrence) was chief of the seven deacons of the congregation at Rome,
the seven men who, like Stephen and his companions (Acts 6:1-6), were in charge of
administering the church budget, particularly with regard to the care of the poor. In 257, the
emperor Valerian began a persecution aimed chiefly at the clergy and the laity of the upper
classes. All Church property was confiscated and meetings of
Christians were forbidden. The bishop of Rome, Sixtus II, and
most of his clergy were executed on August 7, 258, and Laurence
on the 10th. This much from the near-contemporary records of
the Church. The accounts recorded about a century later by
Ambrose and the poet Prudentius say that, as Sixtus was being led
to his death, Laurence followed him, saying, "Will you go to
heaven and leave me behind?" and that the bishop replied, "Be
comforted, you will follow me in three days." They go on to say
that the Roman prefect, knowing that Laurence was the principal
financial officer, promised to set him free if he would surrender
the wealth of the Church. Laurence agreed, but said that it would
take him three days to gather it. During those three days, he
placed all the money at his disposal in the hands of trustworthy stewards, and then
assembled the sick, the aged, and the poor, the widows and orphans of the congregation,
presented them to the prefect, and said, "These are the treasures of the Church." The
enraged prefect ordered him to be roasted alive on a gridiron. Laurence bore the torture with
great calmness, saying to his executioners at one time, "You may turn me over; I am done on
this side." The spectacle of his courage made a great impression on the people of Rome, and
made many converts, while greatly reducing among pagans the belief that Christianity was a
socially undesirable movement that should be stamped out.
The details of these later accounts have been disputed, on the grounds that a Roman
citizen would have been beheaded. However, it is not certain that
Laurence was a citizen, or that the prefect could be counted on to
observe the law if he were. More serious objections are these:
(1) The detailed accounts of the martyrdom of Laurence
confuse the persecution under Decius with the persecution
under Valerian, describing the latter, not as an emperor, but
as the prefect of Rome under the emperor Decius.
(2) We have early testimony that Bishop Sixtus and his
deacons were not led away to execution, but were
summarily beheaded on the scene of their arrest.
For these reasons, the Bollandist Pere Delahaye and others
believe that Laurence was simply beheaded in 258 with his
bishop and fellow deacons. On this theory, it remains
unexplained how he became so prominent and acquired so elaborate an account of his
martyrdom. Lawrence's emblem in art is (naturally) a gridiron.

by James Kiefer
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† Scholarly Speaking
Who Says They Are Saints? - 2

I

n this column we shall look at some of the criteria the Episcopal Church has
set forth for the inclusion of individuals in our Calendar.*
Historicity: Christianity is a radically historical religion, so in almost
every instance it is not theological realities or spiritual movements
but exemplary witness to the Gospel of Christ in lives actually lived
that is commemorated in the Calendar.
This is self-explanatory and sound, and it has usually been
followed. In our present calendar George (Apr. 23rd) was only
recently admitted, not because his historical existence is
questioned but because the accuracy of his biography is
widely questioned.
Christian Discipleship: The death of the saints, precious in
God’s sight, is the ultimate witness to the power of the
Resurrection. What is being commemorated, therefore, is
the completion in death of a particular Christian’s living
out of the promises of baptism. Baptism is, therefore, a necessary
prerequisite for inclusion in the Calendar.
Again this is a long-standing and traditional standard, though there is one
established exception: martyrs who died after some profession of faith but
before baptism are considered to have been baptized
in their blood. In our calendar Alban (Jun 22nd) is
traditionally placed in this category. There is,
however, at least one person in the calendar who was
neither baptized nor a professed Christian: Chaplain
Goode, of the Dorchester chaplains (Feb. 3rd) who,
after the ship was torpedoed, gave their life jackets to
others. There is no question that all four exemplified
a high standard of Christian discipleship, but there is
clearly an anomaly here.
Significance: Those commemorated should have been in their lifetime
extraordinary, even heroic servants of God and God’s people for the
sake, and after the example, of Jesus Christ. They may also be
people whose creative work or whose manner of life has glorified God,
enriched the life of the Church, or led others to a deeper
understanding of God. In their varied ways, those commemorated
have revealed Christ’s presence in, and Lordship over, all of history;
and continue to inspire us as we carry forward God’s mission in the
world.
This describes the holiness of life that has long been a traditional standard for
consideration of an individual for sainthood. Although I cannot say with
certainty that any of our calendar entries do not meet this standard, there are
several instances where the accompanying biographical sketches fail to show it,
suggesting instead that they were selected primarily as early champions of now
fashionable causes.
Range of Inclusion: Particular attention
o you have a question you
should be paid to Episcopalians and other
would like answered by our members of the Anglican Communion.
Scholar-in-Residence? Send your
Attention should also be paid to gender and
ecclesiastical, liturgical, doctrinal,
race, to the inclusion of lay people
historical or other inquiries to:
(witnessing in this way to our baptismal
Stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com.
understanding of the Church), and to

D

(Continued on page 11)
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Who Says?

ecumenical representation. In this way the Calendar will reflect the
reality of our time: that instant communication and extensive travel
are leading to an ever deeper international and ecumenical
consciousness among Christian people.
While there is much to be said for the representative range recommended here,
I am also reminded of the Google engineer who was recently fired for circulating
a memo suggesting that maybe Google had more men than women in technical
jobs was simply that men tended to be drawn to these positions. I have been
told (by a former member of the Commission) that ‘dead white males’ were not
easily added to the list.
Local Observance: Similarly, it should normatively be the case that
significant commemoration of a particular person already exists at the
local and regional levels before that person is included in the
Calendar of the Episcopal Church as a whole.
Traditional canonization started with a proposal from the local church, and
after an initial inquiry into holiness of life continued with local veneration. This
might lead to canonization, and this in turn might but need not lead to a wider
observance. The biographies attached to the calendar, however, so rarely
indicate such a history of local observance that this would appear to be
desirable but of little practical consequence.
Perspective: It should normatively be the case that a person be
included in the Calendar only after two generations or fifty
years have elapsed since that person’s death.
This is presented simply as a norm rather than a rule, and the
exceptions are usually reflective of a broad reverence for the
individuals – C. S. Lewis (Nov. 23rd), for example was added
shortly before the fifty year time span elapsed
In conclusion I would correct one statement from last week’s
article: “…as new names appeared in these volumes, they
also began to include disclaimers to the effect that they were
not canonizing new saints, but simply proposing people
whom they fest were worth honoring.” The disclaimer
actually appeared in the Canadian Alternative Services
calendar, but Lesser Feasts and Fasts did eliminate the title ‘saint’ in the
second or third edition (and all subsequent ones) except for the major holy
days, and a note at the time gave a similar reason.†
- Fr. Bill Loring, Scholar in Residence

______________________________________________________
*
†

Holy Women, Holy Men: Celebrating the Saints. Church Publishing Group, New York,
2009. Pp. 742-744. Available online at: http://www.diobeth.org/wp-content/
uploads/2015/05/HolyWomenHolyMen-1.pdf
Regrettably, I no longer have these early editions available.

Name Tags - Remember how
awkward you felt when you first
came to St. Paul’s because you
didn’t know anyone or when you
visit a different church? Name tags
help. So, please be courteous to your fellow
parishioners, to newcomers, visiting clergy and guests
by extending a warm welcome to them and by
wearing your name tag. And remember to wear
them to coffee hour as well.
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† Art in the Christian Tradition
Peter and Jesus Walk on Water
Armenian Museum, Jolfa, Isfahan

T

his is a piece by an anonymous Armenian artist, from the same manuscript as this
work.
In this Orthodox icon, based on our Sunday gospel, Matthew 14:29, the apostles watch in
amazement as Peter learns a personal lesson about faith.
In the course of
history the borders of
Armenia have often
changed. But there
always was a core: the
valley of the Araks
river and the area
around Mount Ararat.
The mountains made
it difficult for
neighboring powers to
occupy the region.
This allowed an
independent
Armenian culture to
flourish.
In Armenian art,
architecture always
came first. Painting
was limited to the
illumination of
manuscripts and to
fresco's.

T

† You Can Help

he second Saturday of each
month a group from St. Paul’s
volunteers at the Jericho Food &
Clothing Pantry on Spring Street in
Danbury. Please consider signing up by
emailing Laurie DoBosh
ldobosh@tcco.com. The pantry is also
looking for donations of reusable grocery
bags and plastic bags for the clients to
put their food in. We are also looking
for coloring books and crayons for the
children who come with their parents to
the pantry (gently used is accepted) and
travel size toiletries you usually find at
hotels are also needed. Please place
donations in Crocker Hall bin marked
Jericho (left hand brown bin).
12
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Holy Land Revisited
† The Jesus Boat 

I

Here’s our group
visiting the Jesus
Boat in 2013.

n desert country life, a drought is as much a part of living as dying. The desert is a
harsh place, especially in biblical times when those in Galilee depended on fishing to
survive. A drought almost always brought bad times, even death.
Late in January 1986, during one such drought, between the ancient harbors of Gennesar
and Magdala, local residents (ironically fisherman brothers like Peter and Andrew) made the
chance discovery of a boat’s oval outline in the muddy lake bed. Word spread like wildfire.
In less than two weeks, local newspapers were announcing discovery of “the Jesus Boat!”
Archaeologists, called to examine the still unexcavated vessel, announced it was the first
ancient ship ever found in the Sea of Galilee. They suggested that it was built and used
between 100 B.C. and 100 A.D. – the time of Jesus of Nazareth!
Marathon, round-the-clock excavations ensued, racing against both the now-rising
waters of the Sea of Galilee and treasure seekers. The archaeologists even invented new
techniques of
excavation and
preservation as they
went along. Just
before the site was
flooded, the almost
completely intact
hull was fully
excavated, encased
in polyurethane, and
floated to shore for
further study and
conservation.
The boat is
almost 27 feet long,
just shy of eight feet
wide, and roughly
four and a half feet
high. It was
probably of the Sea
of Galilee’s largest class of ships. Fore and aft sections were most likely decked and it had a
mast, meaning it could be both sailed and rowed depending on the weather.
Evidence of repeated repairs suggests the boat had a long life. Studies of ancient ships
suggest this vessel had a crew of five (four rowers and a helmsman). The ancient Jewish
historian Josephus Flavius referred to such ships holding 15 people. Skeletal remains from
Galilee during this period indicate males averaged five feet, five inches tall, and weighed
roughly 140 pounds. Fifteen such men could easily fit into this vessel. So that begs the
question: did Jesus and His 12 men sail together in this boat?
The Galilee boat dates to the general time of Jesus’ ministry. It was the type used by
Jesus and the Twelve, and large enough to hold 13 men. It could have been in use at the
same time He sailed the sea here, but Jesus cannot be connected to this particular boat with
any degree of certainty. Still, it does help us visualize daily life in Galilee, daily life as Jesus
knew it.
Today, you can see the Jesus Boat at the Yigal Alon Center (operated by the Kibbutz
(Continued on page 15)
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Jesus Boat

Ginosar), on the western shore of the Sea of Tiberius. It’s
something you should not miss. You’ll be treated to a
fascinating video about the boat’s history, discovery, and
journey to the museum. The gift shop has some amazing
items related to the boat’s history as well. If you exit at
the rear of the museum, you’ll be greeted by the Sea of
Galilee. Use this once in a lifetime opportunity to take a
boat ride on the same lake that Peter and his friends
fished, and where the Jesus Boat sailed so many years ago.
It’s all rather surreal when it sinks in that these men
really lived here, droughts and storms and all, and used a
boat just like the Jesus Boat. Perhaps the other amazing
part of this story is how a drought gave life, maybe for the
first time ever, to a kibbutz and their two fishermen,
Moshe and Yuval. Peter and Andrew would most likely
approve!
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The Ladies Tuesday AM Bible Study will be studying, ECCLESIASTES, starting
Tuesday, September 12th at 9:15 am in the Guild Room.
We all want our lives to matter, so we try to find significance through worldly pursuits.
We might even feel satisfied for a time. But when those
moments fade - and they always do - the emptiness returns.
As long as we look at life from a human perspective, nothing
really matters. The book of Ecclesiastes helps up look
beyond our limited point of view to see God's reign in the
world and figure out what our lives mean.
Please join us in study on Tuesday's from 9:15 - 11 am.
Please register by August 18th by emailing Debbi Pomeroy at
debbi415@aol.com. Workbooks are $10.

T

he Rector's Forum is currently studying Ecclesiastes,
led by Jay Trott. Join us each Sunday in the Guild
Room between services

The
Rector’s
Forum

COFFEE HOUR HOSTS
Aug 13th 8 am - Cindy & Peter Maier
Aug 20th 8 am - Wanzer’s
Aug 27th 8 am - Heather Melody

10:30 am - Connie Williams
10:30 am - Amy Tilford
10:30 am - Amy Boyce
Contact Mary Allen at
203-775-6633 or
chamla@charter.net.

C

ome to an exciting time to learn how to talk and how to witness about God to the
world. Our guide is “Becoming a Contagious Christian” by Mark Mittelburg.
Books available at ChristianBookSore.com or through Barnes & Noble for $10.95 plus tax.
Our class will be six weeks on Saturday evenings from 7-10 pm, beginning on September
9th through October 14th. They will be held at the home of Mrs. Susan Balla, 2 North
Pleasant Rise, Brookfield. Contact Sue at sballa@snet.net or (203) 775-9650 or (203) 0179845. Sue will supply the coffee is someone else will supply dessert. There will be
laughter, talking, videos to watch, singing and praying.
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† This Sunday’s Readings
Walking on Water
Genesis 37:1-4, 12-28
n our Hebrew Bible story, Israel, once called Jacob, has settled in the land of
Canaan. He sends his youngest and favorite son Joseph to assist his older brothers
shepherding the flock in Dotham. Joseph's older brothers despise him out of jealousy
and at first conspire to murder him, though in the end they sell Joseph to Midianite
traders who carry him off in slavery to Egypt. Joseph will one day see God’s providential
hand in these actions, and ways in which evil may be turned to good.
Psalm 105, 1-6, 16-22, 45b
A hymn of praise celebrating God’s forming of a people through the generations.
Romans 10:5-15
In this lesson Paul teaches that the word of faith is a gift; by it we make our saving
confession that Jesus is Lord and that God raised him from the dead. Without God’s
grace the way of righteousness would be impossibly distant. But the
faith that leads to righteousness is in our hearts and the confession
Matthew 14:22-33
of salvation is on our lips. This is true for all people, no matter
Walking on the sea is not an
what their background, and so it is essential that the Good News be
idle, capricious, magic trick.
carried far and wide, that all may call upon the name of the Lord.
After spending time alone in
Matthew 14:22-33
The gospel is the story of Jesus’ walking on the water and his
prayer, Jesus has stepped
rescue of Peter after his faith fails him. The narrative has several
out onto the back of a
levels of meaning. In legendary terms Jesus is like the Creator God
chaotic and dangerous spirit
who strides over the watery chaos monster. Matthew’s gospel
to go and be with his friends.
stresses this revelation of Jesus’ close relationship with God, as
God’s Son, and the importance of faith on the part of the disciples.
A church beset by its own problems and lack of faith would be glad to perceive in this
story the saving presence of its risen Lord.

I

† Pick Up Your Copy Today!
Synthesis CE Study Guides for each weeks readings will
be available at the back of the church.

† Sermon Shorts

“T

o boldly go where one man has gone
before.” To replay all our sermons,
audio and videos follow this link for The Sunday
Sermons. Check out our sermon archives as well.
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† Your Prayers Are Requested For…

t is such an intimate time when praying for the health and well being of others and
such a privilege. The people that we lift up to The Lord are part of our hearts for all
time. Please pray for…
.....Fr. George Hall, Brenda Darling, Jean Stauffer, and
other parishioners convalescing in extended care facilities.
.....Trinity, Southport; Grace Church, Stafford Springs;
Church of Christ the Healer, Stamford.
.....Revival at St. Paul’s and the greater Danbury area.
.....Church musicians: organists; choirs and choir directors;
bands; community chorister programs; parish committees on
liturgy, music, and worship; ECCT Commission on Music
and Liturgy.
.....Ginny Beck, Clayton Ferry, Gary Stein, Joe & Barbara Hock, Sue Balla, Rose
Barrett, Lorraine Estok, Jim Megura, Jay Lawrence, Alex, Teresa Stacchiotti, Mary
DeAnzeris, Paul Kovacs, Michele Sarver & Lee Rybos, continued healing. .....the safe
return of Denise’s dog.
.....the people of Australia; the people of the Kingdom of the Netherlands; the Diocese of
Rayalaseema - (South India) The Rt Revd B D Prasada Rao; and our sister and brother
members of the Lutheran Church of Central Africa Zambia Conference.
.....Christians in the Middle East facing persecution at the hands of ISIS forces. Pray also
for radical Muslims throughout the world to come to know Jesus Christ.
.....Michael for protection from mortar attacks in Somalia with the UN peacekeeping
service.
…..Victory Christian Center, Danbury and their Food Pantry, which is the recipient of our
food basket collections for the month of August.
.....Lighthouse Ministries International, Danbury, a
congregational partner of the Jericho Partnership.
.....Rhonda, healing of cancer.
.....Victims of Addiction.
.....Cathy Schrull, healing, and peace and comfort during
her treatments.
.....Denise, quick healing to avoid a serious operation.
.....Linda, dealing with loss, lost and needing prayer.
.....Susan, complete healing & recovery from her cancer
treatments.
.....Steve, healing of bleeding in his kidneys and has other
dangerous health issues.

† This & That & Links

(Click on pictures or red links for more info)

Links We Like
Things That Make You Think
Back Issues of Sword Points

The Miracle of
Trusting in God

A heartfelt story of one
young man's quest to
discover if God still speaks
to people today, and how the
answer to his question
changed him forever.
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Just For Fun !

(And Christian Fellowship)

Random Fact of the Week!
Did you know ... that according to Snopes,
the belief that the soul weighs 21 grams
should not be given any credence?

Disappearin

g Pizza

Depiction of the soul on a 17th-century
tombstone at the cemetery of the Old Dutch
Church of Sleepy Hollow.

†

It Takes An Editorial Board
Contributors to this Weeks
Sword Points:

M

ary Allen, Sue BallaChris Barrett,
Carol Ferro, Steve Hemming, Diane
Loring, Bill Loring, Lois Hunt, Dori McManus,
Beth Miller, Nicole
O’Connors, Patrick
O’Connors, Mary
Perry, Ken Perry,
Kirsten Peterson,
Debbi Pomeroy, John
Sarver, Joe Shepley,
Tara Shepley, David
Szen, John Tuthill,
Don Winkley and
Gail Winkley.
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