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I

know that it’s difficult to come to terms with this, but the ‘dog days of
summer’ are slowly coming to an end. The summer, a time of relaxing,
vacationing, sleeping in and taking it easy, is now ending and we are
starting to gear up for the new school year, beginning new projects at work
and getting ready for the fall season and soon the holidays.
In reflecting on the past three months at St. Paul’s, however, we had a busy,
bustling summer. Over the course of the past three months, the body of
Christ at St. Paul’s did not kick back or put our Christianity on hold, but
rather we continued our love and devotion to God in so many ways. The
choir and worship team were magnificent in their worshipful singing, and
they were in full attendance each Sunday. The children’s Sunday School
program continued through the summer with steady attendance and new
children and new teachers. The Adult Education program continued to
study the Word and brought great insight into the wisdom of Solomon. The
Monday night men’s bible study continued through the months of June and
July, and while taking a short hiatus in August from the study of Job, still
met as a group all four Monday evenings for fellowship and to support each
other. Father Joe’s preaching was powerful, and it challenged us in our
faith and our love for each other. During the month of August, while Fr.
Joe was renewing his energy, Rev. Julie Mudge continued to preach the
Truth and spoke boldly of ‘leveling the playing field at the foot of the
cross’, and emphasized the message of the church being one body of Christ.
I believe that it is important to note how the people of St. Paul’s Church
demonstrated the love we have for our Lord and for each other. We are so
blessed by the love of Christ and the sacrifice He made that we cannot help
but want to be in His presence.
Thank you for your devotion and service this summer, and as the new
church school year kicks off, I am excited to witness the Holy Spirit
transforming us and drawing us closer
to Himself and to each other.
St. Paul’s Church
In Christ’s Love,
David Williams, Warden
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174 Whisconier Road
Brookfield, Connecticut 06804
(203) 775-9587

www.SaintPaulsBrookfield.com
The Rev. Joseph Shepley, Rector
Beth Miller, Parish Office Coordinator

Dear St. Paul's family,
ictured here is the Shepley family in front of St.
Andrew's Episcopal Church in Kent, CT. Starting
this Sunday, I will serve as a seminary intern at St. Andrew's, and all are invited to stop by any time this year
to worship at either the 8:30 am or 10:30am Sunday
services or the Wednesday evening service at 6 pm. It is
a warm and friendly parish, and I hope to see some familiar faces every now and then. I will miss my beloved
church family, and please know I consider myself an
extension of the love and passion of our parish.
Gratefully, Tara

P

† Happy Birthday to You!
Vianne Schappach Burr celebrates
tomorrow! Saturday is
the big day for Linda
Ready. Throw a party
on Sunday for Rich
Baldelli. Rachel
Chaleski will be
blowing out candles on
Monday. Bake a cake
for Karen Brown & Tom
Tucker on Tuesday. Have a blessed
day everyone!

“Y

ou aren’t thinking in God’s terms,
but in human terms,” says Jesus
to Peter. The
faithful follower
is one who seeks
to discern God’s
“terms” and
allows these to
guide their own
thoughts and
actions - minute
by minute and
day by day.

† This Week at St. Paul’s
Sat, Sept 2

-

7:30 am
7:30 am
9:30 am

Wed, Sept 6 Thu, Sept 7 Sat, Sept 9

-

Sun, Sept 10 -

Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Crocker Hall
John 21:12 Group, Theo’s Diner, New Milford
PraiseMoves, Crocker Hall

Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost

Sun, Sept 3 -

Mon, Sept 4Tue, Sept 5 -

-

8:00 am
10:30 am
10:30 am

-

5:45 pm
6:45 pm
10:00 am
7:30 pm
7:30 pm
7:30 pm
7:30 am
7:30 am
9:30 am
10:00 am

-

Traditional Holy Communion (LiveStream)
Summer Sunday School
Contemporary Holy Communion (LiveStream)
Labor Day (Parish Office closed)
Boot Camp, Crocker Hall
Boy Scout Troop #5, Crocker Hall
Holy Communion & Healing
Mission Committee, Guild Room
Property Committee, Class Room
Music Night, Sanctuary
Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Crocker Hall
John 21:12 Group, Theo’s Diner, New Milford
PraiseMoves, Crocker Hall
Jericho Food Pantry, Danbury

Fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost
8:00 am
9:30 am
10:30 am
10:30 am
2:00 pm

-

Traditional Holy Communion (LiveStream)
Rector’s Forum, Guild Room
Sunday School
Contemporary Holy Communion (LiveStream)
Youth Group Kickoff Event

Click Below to

Click Below to
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† “I AM” for You
"Jesus said to them,
'Most certainly, I tell you,
before Abraham came into existence, I AM.'"

- John 8:58 (World English Bible Translation)
by John Tuthill

T

his week, I watched on video as a widely respected theologian gave the
most surprising talk. His opening point? "...categorically and emphatically,
God does not exist." Well now! And as if this weren't taking things quite far
enough, he went on to frost that cake by adding one step further and over the edge;
it would be the absolute WORST thing imaginable for everyone if God were to
"exist." To the great relief of the crowd, the theologian very quickly explained
himself. What he meant by the word "exist" was to talk about it in the sense that the
word first came into our language from Latin. The literal meaning of the word in
Latin, he described as "to come out of" ("existere" - where "ex" is "out" and "stere,"
is meaning to "stand"). God simply "is." By contrast to "existing" as we do, God
has not come out of anything. He is entirely unique, perfect and complete. God is
from "everlasting to everlasting" - with no beginning, with no end, just as is written in
Psalm 103:7.
In the first reading this Sunday (Exodus
3:1-15) God gives a rather emphatic answer
to Moses. From out of the burning bush God
replies: "I AM WHO I AM" (verse 14). Moses
had just asked if he may know God's name,
perhaps he was asking for that information
so to prove that it really was God sending
him with this very difficult message. Slow to
anger, God explains further in the very next
verse that what He has called Himself ("I
AM") is, "...my title for all generations" (verse
15).
As human "beings" we most often seem
to have only one foot planted in the eternal
and the other is in the ever-changing and the
"becoming" unhinged world. But our sure
and certain hope is who we eternally "are" in
Jesus. 2 Peter 1:4 says that, "...he has
granted to us his precious and very great
promises, so that through them you may
become partakers of the divine nature,
having escaped from the corruption that is in
the world because of sinful desire."
Belonging to Jesus, we have a part with Him
in eternally just being. We can know that because, "...even when we were dead in
our trespasses, He made us alive together with Christ - by grace you have been
saved - and raised us up with him and seated us with him in the heavenly places in
Christ Jesus, so that in the coming ages he might show the immeasurable riches of
his grace in kindness toward us in Christ Jesus" (Ephesians 2:5-7(ESV).
Thant's who we "are" in Christ.
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Thanks be to God!

“Transforming Lives
Through Jesus”
St. Paul’s Church
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Presiding Bishop Michael Curry on Hurricane Harvey:
Our brothers and sisters in Texas and Louisiana need our help.
Long ago the prophet Malachi taught that we are all children of God by
virtue of our creation by the same God. "Have we not all one father?
Has not one God created us," he asked (2:10). Jesus taught the same
thing when he told a story about a Good Samaritan. We are indeed all
the children of God. And if we are all God's children, then we are all
brothers and sisters.
In our recent days, we have watched and
witnessed the devastation in the wake of
Hurricane Harvey. Our brothers and sisters
in Texas and Louisiana need our help.
Episcopal Relief & Development reminds us
not to send food, clothing or other items
because affected dioceses have limited or
no capacity to receive, store or distribute
goods. It is more efficient and better for
the local economy to make a donation.
Episcopal Relief & Development already has
actions in place for assistance.
• To donate to the Hurricane Harvey Response Fund
to support impacted dioceses as they meet the needs
of their most vulnerable neighbors after this event,
check here.
• Sign-up on the Ready to Serve database to register
as a possible volunteer in the future. Episcopal Relief
& Development staff share these lists with dioceses
when they are ready to recruit external volunteers.
• The latest Episcopal Relief & Development program
updates are available on Facebook and Twitter
@EpiscopalRelief and here.
• Check the Episcopal Church website for updates and important
information.
As our fellow Episcopalians minister to those in need they need our help
not just now or in the short term, but for the long haul. Our support of
Episcopal Relief & Development is a tangible, practical, effective and
reliable way to do that, keep in your prayers for the people in Texas and
Louisiana whose lives have been forever changed by Hurricane Harvey.
Together we are the human family of God and our efforts in times like
these truly help bring God's love and ours to our sisters and brothers in
great need.
The Most Rev. Michael B. Curry
Presiding Bishop and Primate, The Episcopal Church
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† God Rescues Us

hile keeping the flock of Jethro, Moses sees a fire-angel in the midst of a bush.
The God of all power and might cuts open a space among temporal things to
be and burn. This intrusion is not, however, the destruction of what God has
made. “For you love all things that exist, and detest none of the things that you have
made” (Wis. 11:24; Collect for Ash Wednesday). The bush remains and is rooted in one
sacramental and irrevocable truth. God so loved the world.
Moses is pulled toward this
strange vision. “I must turn aside
and look at this great sight, and see
why the bush is not burned up” (Ex.
3:3). Then the Lord calls out from
the bush, saying, “Come no closer!
Remove the sandals from your feet,
for the place on which you are
standing is holy ground” (Ex. 3:5).
Moses hides his face for fear and
trembles (Ex. 3:6; Acts 7:32). God
hates nothing made and yet he is
still the “Lord of all power and
might,” or, as the Latin source has
it, “God of powers” (Deus
virtutum). But just as God, in love,
will not consume the bush, he will
not be deaf to the cry of human
suffering. “I have observed the
misery of my people,” “I have
heard their cry,” “I know their
sufferings” (Ex. 3:7). Foreknowing
the descent of Christ among the
living and the dead, and the triumph of Easter, the Lord says, “I have come down to deliver
them from the Egyptians, and to bring them up out of that land to a good and broad land, a
land flowing with milk and honey” (Ex. 3:8).
“Have the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus, who, though he was in the form
of God, did not regard equality with God something to be exploited, but emptied himself,
taking the form of a slave” (Phil. 2:5). Going down to the valley of pain and death is a path
up. “If any want to become my follower, let them deny themselves and take up their cross
and follow me. For those who want to save their life will lose it, and those who lose their life
for my sake will find it” (Matt. 16:24-25). This is not merely a matter of identification, but
also of liberation. “So come, I will send you to Pharaoh to bring my people, the Israelites,
out of Egypt” (Ex. 3:10).
God in Christ has gone down to rescue us from Egypt, to pull us from the grip and the
prince of this age. Imagining the deer of Psalm 42 as the newly baptized, St. Jerome says:
“Just as the deer long for the water-brooks, so our deer (the baptized), who departing Egypt
and this age have destroyed Pharaoh and have put to death all his hosts - after the destruction
of the Devil, they desire the fonts of the Church, the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit” (Homily
on Psalm 42). The font of being, the font of Wisdom, the font of Living Water, one eternal
and transcendent Being, comes to rescue the afflicted, those who cry and weep in the night.
God comes to save a people and to baptize with infusing and augmenting grace.
This is the ground of all Christian compassion. We were once slaves in Egypt. And
because God heard our cries
and came to save us so long
ago, and again once for all in
Christ, we are to feel for each
other. “Let love be genuine; …
hold fast to what is good; love
one another with mutual
affection” (Rom. 12:9).
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† The Cost of Discipleship

by Steve Hemming

“If anyone comes to Me and does not
hate his father and mother, wife and
children, brothers and sisters, yes, and
his own life also, he cannot be My
disciple. And whoever does not bear his
cross and come after Me cannot be My
disciple. For which of you, intending to
build a tower, does not sit down first and
count the cost, whether he has enough to
finish it - lest, after he has laid the
foundation, and is not able to finish, all
who see it begin to mock him, saying,
‘This man began to build and was not
able to finish?’ Or what king, going to
make war against another king, does not
sit down first and consider whether he is
able with ten thousand to meet him who
comes against him with twenty thousand? Or else, while the other is still a great
way off, he sends a delegation and asks conditions of peace. So likewise, whoever
of you does not forsake all that he has cannot be My disciple.”

Luke 14:26-33

U

sing the Luke 14 passage above as a backdrop, if we truly want to become a
disciple of our Lord Jesus Christ, what does He demand of us?
Loyalty – Our hearts need to be loyal to Jesus more than anyone else, including our own
family. Jesus doesn’t mince words in Matthew 10:37; “He who loves father or mother more
than Me is not worthy of Me. And he who loves son or daughter more than Me is not worthy
of Me.”
Hate/Lose Our Lives – Jesus tells us plainly in John 12:25; “He who loves his life will
lose it, and he who hates his life in this world will keep it for eternal life.” While our Lord
expressed similar sentiments in the other three gospels, there are subtle differences. In
Matthew 10:39, he who finds his life will lose it, but he who loses his life for Jesus will find
it. Whereas in Mark 8:35 and Luke 9:24, if we desire to save our lives we will lose them,
but if we lose our lives for His sake, we will save them.
Deny Ourselves/Carry Our Cross/Follow Jesus – In Matthew (16:24), Mark (8:34),
and Luke (9:23), Jesus tells us that if we desire to come after Him, we must deny ourselves,
take up our cross, and then follow Him. True discipleship calls us to submit our interests
and goals to God in favor of His purpose and plan for our lives. If we are really serious
about following Jesus, we need to be willing to lose everything we own for His sake, for He
declares; “For what profit is it to a man if he gains the whole world, and is himself
destroyed or lost?” (Matthew 16:26, Mark 8:36, Luke 9:25). In Mark 10:21, Jesus tells the
rich young ruler; “One thing you lack: Go your way, sell whatever you have and give to the
poor, and you will have treasure in heaven; and come, take up the cross, and follow Me.”
The wealthy man walked away sorrowful from the Lord, for he was unwilling to let go of
his great possessions (v.22).
Immediate Obedience – In every instance when Jesus called His disciples, they
promptly responded, and immediately left their livelihoods to follow Him. A few examples
in the Word include; “When He (Jesus) had gone a little farther from there, He saw James
the son of Zebedee, and John his brother, who also were in the boat mending their nets. And
immediately He called them, and they left their father Zebedee in the boat with the hired
servants, and went after Him” (Mark 1:19-20). And when Jesus saw Matthew sitting at the
tax office, He said to him, “Follow Me,” and Matthew arose and followed Him (Matthew
9:9).
(Continued on page 10)
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(Continued from page 9)

The Cost of Discipleship

Not all whom Jesus called were willing to follow Him right away. Jesus responded
candidly to all attempts from want-to-be disciples to justify their delayed compliance, as
noted in the Luke 9, verses 59-62; “Then He said to another, ‘Follow Me.’ But he said,
‘Lord, let me first go and bury my
father.’ Jesus said to him, ‘Let the
dead bury their own dead, but you go
and preach the kingdom of God.’ And
another also said, ‘Lord, I will follow
You, but let me first go and bid them
farewell who are at my house.’ But
Jesus said to him, ‘No one, having put
his hand to the plow, and looking back,
is fit for the kingdom of God.’ ”
We’ve taken a look at some of the
costs of becoming a disciple of Jesus.
Are there any benefits that result from
submitting our lives to our Lord?
God will use us to draw others to
Him – When we heed the call to follow
the Lord, He will make us fishers of
men (Matthew 4:19). Just like the
original disciples, when we forsake all
and follow Jesus, our primary pursuit
will be “catching men” for the
kingdom of God (Luke 5:10-11).
We will have His light to guide us – Jesus offers us encouragement in John 8:12; “I am
the light of the world. He who follows Me shall not walk in darkness, but have the light of
life.”
We will be blessed in this lifetime and throughout eternity – After Peter told Jesus
that he and the other disciples left all to follow Him, the Lord replied; “Assuredly, I say to
you, there is no one who has left house or parents or brothers or wife or children, for the
sake of the kingdom of God, who shall not receive many times more in this present time, and
in the age to come eternal life” (Luke 18:28-30).
True discipleship requires us to follow Jesus wherever He leads us, regardless of the
cost. Are you willing to forsake all to serve Him?
“If anyone serves Me, let him follow Me; and where I am, there My servant will be also.
If anyone serves Me, him My Father will honor.” John 12:26

N

ow here’s a very vivid vision. How can we
live in God’s love and power so it will seem
to us and to others that we’ve had some radical surgery
- and that the love of His name (and all that that
implies) is truly “grafted in our hearts”? It’s probably
easier for us to consider the challenges of physical
heart surgery than to pray for the blessed addition to
our bodies and minds the true Healer can make if
called upon.

Summer Sunday School meets each
week at 10:30 am. Join the fun!
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† Labor Day
My God, Father and Savior, since you have commanded
us to work in order to meet our needs, sanctify our labor that
it may bring nourishment to our souls as well as to our bodies.
Make us constantly aware that our efforts are worthless
unless guided by your light and by your hand.
Make us faithful to the particular tasks for which you have
bestowed upon us the necessary gifts, taking from us any
envy or jealousy at the vocations of others.
Give us a good heart to supply the needs of the poor,
saving us from any desire to exalt ourselves over those who

Prayer by John Calvin
appropriate for Labor Day

receive our bounty.
And if you should call us into greater poverty than we humanly desire, save us
from any spirit of defiance or resentment, but rather let us graciously and
humbly receive the bounty of others.
Above all, may every temporal grace be matched by spiritual grace,
that in both body and soul we may live to your glory. Amen.

L

abor Day, the first Monday in September, is a creation of the labor
movement and is dedicated to the social and economic achievements
of American workers. It constitutes a yearly national tribute to the
contributions workers have made to the strength, prosperity and well-being of our country.
The first Labor Day holiday was celebrated on Tuesday, September 5, 1882, in New
York City, in accordance with the plans of the Central Labor Union. The Central Labor
Union held their second Labor Day holiday just a year later. In 1884, the first Monday in
September was selected as the holiday, as originally proposed. The idea spread with the
growth of labor organizations and in 1885 Labor Day was celebrated in many industrial
centers of the country.
The form that the observance and celebration of Labor Day should take was outlined in
the first proposal of the holiday - a street parade to exhibit to the public “the strength and
esprit de corps of the trade and labor organizations” of the community, followed by a
festival for the recreation and amusement of the workers and their families. Speeches by
prominent men and women were introduced later as more emphasis was placed upon the
economic and civic significance of the holiday.
Still later, by a resolution of the American
Federation of Labor Convention of 1909, the
Sunday preceding Labor Day was adopted as
Labor Sunday and dedicated to the spiritual and
educational aspects of the labor movement.
Although Labor Day is a secular day, a
number of organizations and houses of worship
express good wishes for the day with prayers
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H

ow about our St. Paul’s Quilters? They won 11 ribbons at the Bridgewater
Fair this year! We’re beginning to see a pattern here. They meet every 4th
Saturday of the month
at 10:30 in Crocker
Hall. Join them and
bring your own project.
Beginners to experts
welcomed.
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† Transforming Stewardship
“What profit would there be for one to gain the whole world and forfeit his life?”
- Matthew 16:26

S

t. Francis of Assisi once said, “Remember, you are
what you are in the eyes of God, and nothing else.” We
often forget this stewardship wisdom when we spend all of our
time, talent and treasure to gain more of the world’s riches. We
need to set our priorities based on God’s values and not the values
of the material world.

Our Daily Bread

O

Sacristans for September
The sacristans for September are
Mary Allen, Doreen McManus,
and Joyce Sarver.

ur Daily
Bread for
September,
October &
November is now
available on the
table in the back
of the church.
Our Daily Bread
contains a
scripture verse
and meditation
for each day.
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† Art in the Christian Tradition
Moses and the Burning Bush

C. 250
Dura-Europos, Syria

"T

he Dura-Europos synagogue is
unique among the many ancient
synagogues that have emerged from
archaeological digs in that it was preserved
virtually intact. It is one of the oldest
synagogues in the world. Discovered in
1932 at Dura-Europos, in modern Syria it
was dated by an Aramaic inscription to
244 CE. It contains a forecourt and house
of assembly with frescoed walls depicting
people and animals, and a Torah shrine in
the western wall facing Jerusalem. The
frescoes are now displayed in the National
Museum of Damascus. Because of these
frescoes, the synagogue was at first
mistaken for a Greek temple. The painted
scenes of stories include Moses receiving
the Law, Moses leading the Hebrews out
of Egypt, and many others.
It is thought that the Synagogue was
used in part as an instructional display to
educate and teach the history and laws of
the religion. Some think that this
synagogue was painted in order to
compete with the many other religions
practiced in Dura Europos. The largescale pictorial art in the synagogue helps
to dispel narrow interpretations of
historically prohibited visual images." -from Wikipedia

T

† You Can Help

he second Saturday of each
month a group from St. Paul’s
volunteers at the Jericho Food &
Clothing Pantry on Spring Street in
Danbury. Please consider signing up by
emailing Laurie DoBosh
ldobosh@tcco.com. The pantry is also
looking for donations of reusable grocery
bags and plastic bags for the clients to
put their food in. We are also looking
for coloring books and crayons for the
children who come with their parents to
the pantry (gently used is accepted) and
travel size toiletries you usually find at
hotels are also needed. Please place
donations in Crocker Hall bin marked
Jericho (left hand brown bin).
14

† Where We Went to Church Last Sunday

C

arol and Ray Ferro attended church last Sunday at Christ
Church in Isleboro Maine with Bishop Geralyn Wolf
and Tom Bair.
In the church they found a TiffanyShepley plaque. They also stayed in
the Rectory.

Why did God tell Moses to remove his
sandals as he approached the burning bush?
Exodus 3:4-5 NIV
Social Media Sunday 2017 (#SMS17) is coming soon!
et ready to pick up
G
your digital
devices for Social Media
Sunday (#SMS17),
September 24.
This event started in
2013 at Trinity Episcopal
Church in Tariffville as a
way for parishioners to
use devices to share
their life of faith with
the digital world.
It has since grown to
include Christians and
people of faith
everywhere.
Join this Facebook
group for resources to
help your parish
community prepare.
And if you don't
believe your church
needs to be online,
check out this blog by
David Hansen, a pastor
with a Lutheran church
in Texas.
Be the church online!
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† Transforming Saints of God
Thursday, August 31st

Aidan & Cuthbert

651 and 687, Bishops of Lindisfarne

T

he Gospel first came to the northern English in 627, when King Edwin of
Northumbria was converted by missionaries from Canterbury. Edwin’s death in
battle in 632 was followed by a severe pagan reaction. A year later, Edwin’s exiled nephew
Oswald gained the kingdom, and proceeded at once to restore the Christian mission.
During his exile, Oswald had lived at Columba’s monastery of Iona, where he had been
converted and baptized. Hence he sent to Iona, rather than to Canterbury, for missionaries.
The head of the new mission was a gentle monk named Aidan, who
centered his work on Lindisfarne, an island off the northeast coast of
England. Aidan and his companions restored Christianity in
Northumbria and extended the mission through the midlands as far
south as London.
idan died at Bamborough, on August 31, 651. Bede said of
him: “He neither sought nor loved anything of this world, but
delighted in distributing immediately to the poor whatever was given
him by kings or rich men of the world. He traversed both town and
country on foot, never on horseback, unless compelled by some
urgent necessity. Wherever in his way he saw any, either rich or
poor, he invited them, if pagans, to embrace the mystery of the faith;
or if they were believers, to strengthen them in the faith and stir them
up by words and actions to alms and good works.”
uthbert was the most popular saint of the pre-Conquest
Anglo-Saxon Church. He was born about 625. In response
to a vision of the death of Aidan of Lindisfarne, Cuthbert entered
religious life and was formed in the austere traditions of Celtic
monasticism. He was Prior of Melrose Abbey from 651-664 and
was then Prior of Lindisfarne. Made Bishop of Hexham in 684,
Cuthbert continued to live in Lindisfarne. He died at his hermitage
on March 20, 687.
Cuthbert accepted
What task did God
the decisions of the
charge Moses with
Synod of Whitby in
663 that brought the
at the burning bush?
usages of the English
Exodus 3:7-10 NIV
Church in line with
Roman practice. He was, therefore, a “healer
of the breach” that threatened to divide the
church into Celtic and Roman factions.

A

C
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Contact Emily Perry
at
e.perry.a@gmail.com

The
Rector’s
Forum

There will be no
Rector’s Forum on
Labor Day
Weekend.
It will resume on
September 10th
with a new study on
Romans
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Back to School Prayer for Educators

A

s I step into a new academic year restore
my spirit.
Renew my passion for sharing your wisdom.
And nurture my compassion for those You
put in my charge.
Transform me as I seek to transform Guide
me as I seek to guide.
Open my mind and heart as I seek to open
minds and hearts to the Good News of justice
and peace.
Help me listen more deeply
to the world and to your Word
so I can walk with my students
attentive to the wisdom that
calls us all to the Kingdom
of God. Amen

† Men’s Bible Study
Continues on Monday,
September 11th

T

he Men’s Bible Study enjoyed
their
“Awesome
August” of
food, fun and
fellowship.
However they
are ready to
jump back
into their
study of the
Book of Job.
They will not
meet on

The Ladies Tuesday AM Bible Study will be studying, ECCLESIASTES, starting
Tuesday, September 12th at 9:15 am in the Guild Room.
We all want our lives to matter, so we try to find significance through worldly pursuits.
We might even feel satisfied for a time. But when those
moments fade - and they always do - the emptiness returns.
As long as we look at life from a human perspective, nothing
really matters. The book of Ecclesiastes helps up look
beyond our limited point of view to see God's reign in the
world and figure out what our lives mean.
Please join us in study on Tuesday's from 9:15 - 11 am.
Please register by August 18th by emailing Debbi Pomeroy at
debbi415@aol.com. Workbooks are $10.

Name Tags - Remember how
awkward you felt when you first
came to St. Paul’s because you
didn’t know anyone or when you
visit a different church? Name
tags help. So, please be courteous to your fellow
parishioners, to newcomers, visiting clergy and
guests by extending a warm welcome to them and
by wearing your name tag. And remember to wear
them to coffee hour as well.

COFFEE HOUR HOSTS
Sept 3rd 8 am - Carol & Ray Ferro
Sept 10th 8 am - Buni & Paul Kovacs
Sept 17th 8 am - Chris MacMillan

10:30 am - Raegan Guglielmo
10:30 am - Jack Collins
10:30 am - Marie Williams
Contact Mary Allen at
203-775-6633 or
chamla@charter.net.
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Bible Study Fellowship International, BSF invites women of
all faiths for this year's study of Romans. BSF is an international
bible study held on Monday evenings from 7:00 - 8:30 pm at
Christ Redeemer Church, 114 Roxbury Rd Southbury Ct. BSF
offers small group discussion, printed commentary notes, weekly
lectures and fellowship. The school age program , grades 1-12 is
staffed by well trained leaders and corresponds in content to the
adult program. There is no fee.
There is also a satellite group that meets at Faith Church on Tuesday beginning on the
September 12th from 7:00 - 8:30 pm. Note: There is no children’s program at the satellite.
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† This Sunday’s Readings
Self-Denial and Discipleship
Exodus 3:1-15
n our lesson from the Hebrew scripture Moses is encountered by the Lord in the
burning bush. He is called to his mission to lead the people of Israel out of slavery in
Egypt, and he asks to know the name of this God of his ancestors. God’s answer to Moses is
intriguing and mysterious. The response may indicate a proper name which traditionally has
been known as Yahweh. God’s answer may, however, suggest a meaning like “The One who
causes to be,” or “I am who I am, or “I will be what I will be.”
Psalm 105:1-6, 23-26, 45c
Matthew 16:21-28
A hymn of praise celebrating God’s forming of a people through the
Peter rebukes Jesus. Jesus rebukes Peter.
generations.
Romans 12:9-21
Calls Peter - or at least Peter's rebuke In this lesson Paul exhorts the disciples in Rome to live lives full of
Satan. That is, Tempter, Snake in the
Christian dedication and virtue, overcoming evil with good. One hears
Garden, Introducer of Hesitation, Mixer of
strong echoes of Jesus’ beatitudes. Also present is Paul’s own emphasis
on the central role of love together with the importance of a readiness
Motivations, Flaunter of Red Herrings,
to share in both the joy and sorrow of others. Blended with these
Side-Tracker of Mission, Setter of One's
teachings are some of the best of both Jewish and pagan ethical counsel.
Mind on Human Things. Well, fear of pain
The apostle concludes with the insistence that revenge cannot be a
and death will do that to most people, and
motivation of Christian; final justice must be left to divine retribution.
Matthew 16:21-28
Peter was no exception.
In the gospel reading Jesus teaches Peter and the other disciples that
the way of his ministry and theirs is the way of the cross. Peter had just
confessed Jesus to be the Christ, but now he cannot accept the idea of the Christ being put to
death. Jesus calls Peter “Satan” because his words represent a temptation to him. Jesus’ way
costs no less than everything and leads to the discovery of that which is priceless. In the end
the Son of Man will come as judge to repay all people for what they have done.

I

† Pick Up Your Copy Today!
Synthesis CE Study Guides for each weeks readings will
be available at the back of the church.

† Sermon Shorts

“T

his is an act of Grace.” To replay all our
sermons, audio and videos follow this
link for the Sunday Sermons. Check out our
Sermon Archives as well.
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† Your Prayers Are Requested For…

t is such an intimate time when praying for the health and well being of others and
such a privilege. The people that we lift up to The Lord are part of our hearts for all
time. Please pray for…
.....Fr. George Hall, Brenda Darling, Jean Stauffer, and
other parishioners convalescing in extended care facilities.
.....L’Eglise de L’Epiphanie, Stamford; St. Andrew’s,
Stamford; St. Francis’, Stamford.
.....Revival at St. Paul’s and the greater Danbury area.
.....Those involved in the ministry of education for Christian
formation in parishes; church school and youth group
directors, teachers, and mentors; for adult education leaders;
for the Christian Formation Ministry Network.
.....Ginny Beck, Clayton Ferry, Gary Stein, Joe & Barbara Hock, Sue Balla, Rose
Barrett, Lorraine Estok, Jim Megura, Jay Lawrence, Alex, Teresa Stacchiotti, Mary
DeAnzeris, Paul Kovacs, Michele Sarver, Denise & Lee Rybos, continued healing.
.....the people of Cambodia; the people of the Russian Federation; the Diocese of Saldanha
Bay - (Southern Africa) The Rt Revd Raphael Hess; and our sister and brother members of
the Reformed Presbyterian Church of Malawi.
.....Christians in the Middle East facing persecution at the hands of ISIS forces. Pray also
for radical Muslims throughout the world to come to know Jesus Christ.
.....Michael for protection from mortar attacks in Somalia with the UN peacekeeping
service.
…..St. James’ Episcopal Church, Danbury and their Daily Bread Food Pantry, which is the
recipient of our food basket collections during the month of September.
.....St. Paul's Lutheran Church,
Danbury, a congregational partner of
the Jericho Partnership.
.....Rhonda, healing of cancer.
.....the Unemployed.
.....Cathy Schrull, healing, and
peace and comfort during her
treatments.
.....Susan, complete healing &
recovery from her cancer treatments.
.....People affected by Hurricane
Harvey and the ongoing recovery
efforts.

† This & That & Links

(Click on pictures or red links for more info)

Links We Like
Things That Make You Think
Back Issues of Sword Points

The Old Testament
In 8 Minutes
The Old Testament can be pretty
intimidating and confusing. As it
is central to understanding the
New Testament, this video will
help you get a good grasp on it.
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September Lay Schedule
Lectors and Intercessors, please remember to check in before the
service in the Vesting Room. Thank You!

September 3rd

September 17th

8:00 AM
Welcoming: Cindy & Peter Maier
Acolyte: Stephen Nagy
Lector: Exodus 3:1-15 Ingrid Pruss
Intercessor: Linda Pendergast
Lay Reader: Jay Trott
Lay Reader: Mike Chengeri
Psalm 105:1-6, 23-26, 45c Romans 12:9-21

8:00 AM
Welcoming: Pam Szen
Acolyte: John Tuthill
Lector: Exodus 14:19-31 Pam Szen
Intercessor: Stephen Nagy
Lay Reader: Mike Chengeri
Lay Reader: Don Winkley
Psalm 114 Romans 14:1-1

10:30 AM
Welcoming: Vito Barbieri
Acolyte: Stephanie Bernardo
Lector: Exodus 3:1-15 Sandy Chaleski
Intercessor: Stephen Nagy
Lay Reader: Joe Bernardo
Lay Reader: Jim Castronova
Psalm 105:1-6, 23-26, 45c Romans 12:9-21

10:30 AM
Welcoming: Susan Balla / Laurie DoBosh
Acolyte: Joe Bernardo
Lector: Exodus 14:19-31 Diane Froelick
Intercessor: Stephen Nagy
Lay Reader: Harlan Jessup
Lay Reader: JoAnn Hornak
Psalm 114 Romans 14:1-1

September 10th

September 25th
Healing Sunday

8:00 AM
Welcoming: Pam Szen / Susan Balla
Acolyte: Jack Powell
Lector: Exodus 12:1-14 Pam Szen
Intercessor: John Tuthill
Lay Reader: Dave Baskett
Lay Reader: Phyllis Baskett
Psalm 149 Romans 13:8-14

8:00 AM
Welcoming: Joyce & John Sarver
Acolyte: Jack Powell
Lector: Exodus 16:2-15 Stephen Nagy
Intercessor: John Tuthill
Lay Reader: Phyllis Baskett
Lay Reader: Dave Baskett
Psalm 105:1-6, 37-45 Philippians 1:21-30

10:30 AM
Welcoming: Laurie DoBosh / Vito Barbieri
Acolyte: Jack Meyer
Lector: Exodus 12:1-14 Sandy Chaleski
Intercessor: Ray Ferro
Lay Reader: JoAnn Harnak
Lay Reader: Harlan Jessup
Psalm 149 Romans 13:8-14

10:30 AM
Welcoming: Laurie DoBosh / Kathy DeSanti
Acolyte: JoAnn Hornak
Lector: Exodus 16:2-15 Bob Cutting
Intercessor: Ray Ferro
Lay Reader: Stephen Nagy
Lay Reader: Joe Bernardo
Psalm 105:1-6, 37-45 Philippians 1:21-30

Mail…..Send us photos and info about your travels, your home group, your pets, your
sports teams to stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com.
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September 2017
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday
1

Saturday
2
7:30 am Men’s
Prayer Breakfast
7:30 am John 21:12

Group

9:30 am PraiseMoves

3 13 Pentecost

4 Labor Day

8:00 am Traditional
Parish Office Closed
Communion
10:30 am Sunday School
10:30 am Contemporary
Communion

5

6

5:45 pm Boot Camp

10:00 am Holy
7:30 pm - Mission
Communion & Healing
Committee

7:15 pm Boy Scouts

7

8

9
7:30 am Men’s
Prayer Breakfast

7:30 pm - Property
Committee

7:30 am John 21:12

7:30 pm Music Night

9:30 am PraiseMoves

Group

10:00 am Jericho Food
Pantry

10 14 Pentecost

11

12

13

14 Holy Cross

15

8:00 am Traditional
10:00 am Christian
9:15 am Ladies Bible
10:00 am Holy
7:30 pm Music Night
Communion
Communion & Healing
Caring
Study
9:30 am Rector’s Forum
10:30 am Sunday School
7:00 pm Staff Meeting
7:00 pm Men’s Bible
5:45 pm Boot Camp
10:30 am Contemporary
Study
Communion
7:15 pm Boy Scouts
7:30 pm Vestry Meeting
2:00 pm Youth Group
Kickoff

17 15 Pentecost

18

19

20

21 St. Matthew

8:00 am Traditional
7:00 pm Stephen Ministry 9:15 am Ladies Bible
10:00 am Holy
7:30 pm Music Night
Communion
Communion & Healing
Study
9:30 am Rector’s Forum 7:00 pm Men’s Bible
10:30 am Sunday School
Study 5:45 pm Boot Camp
10:30 am Contemporary
Communion
7:15 pm Boy Scouts

16
7:30 am Men’s
Prayer Breakfast
7:30 am John 21:12

Group

9:30 am PraiseMoves
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23
7:30 am Men’s
Prayer Breakfast
7:30 am John 21:12

Group
9:30 am PraiseMoves
11:00 am St. Paul’s
Quilters

24 16 Pentecost
Healing Sunday

8:00 am Traditional
Communion
9:30 am Rector’s Forum
10:30 am Sunday School
10:30 am Contemporary
Communion
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25

26

27

28

7:00 pm Men’s Bible
9:15 am Ladies Bible
10:00 am Holy
7:30 pm Music Night
Communion & Healing
Study
Study

29 St. Michael & 30
All Angels 7:30 am

Men’s
Prayer Breakfast

5:45 pm Boot Camp

7:30 am John 21:12

7:15 pm Boy Scouts

9:30 am PraiseMoves

Group

Just For Fun !

(And Christian Fellowship)

Sword Points Photo Tip of the Week
Tip: When taking pictures, check your background,
otherwise you might gives your subject some unusual
appendages. ‘Can you hear me now!’

Random Fact of the Week!
Did you know ... that when St Peter's
Church (pictured) in Henfield, England
needed a bell in the 17th century, the
churchwarden stole one from St Leonard's
Church in Aldrington? Thou shalt not…...

†

It Takes An Editorial Board
Contributors to this Weeks
Sword Points:

M

ary Allen, Sue Balla, Chris Barrett,
Larry Creagh, Carol Ferro, Steve
Hemming, Diane Loring, Bill Loring, Lois
Hunt, Dori
McManus, Beth
Miller, Nicole
O’Connors, Patrick
O’Connors, Mary
Perry, Ken Perry,
Kirsten Peterson,
Debbi Pomeroy, Joe
Shepley, Tara
Shepley, David Szen,
Ron Switzer, John
Tuthill, Don Winkley
and Gail Winkley.
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