
   

 

 †  Our Call to Discipleship Is Ever Before Us 

 

 "Make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, 

the Son and the Holy Spirit." Matthew 28:19 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dear Friends, 

 

T his coming Sunday at 10:30 am, we will baptize two new members of our 

church, launch our new Sunday School program and resume our children's 

sermons. 

 

Thank you to all who participated in our summer programming, for both children, 

and adults.  Our call to discipleship is ever before us, and we are seeing the fruit of 

our labors through many forms of spiritual growth across our congregation. 

 

We now walk in faith together into a new season of growing, learning and loving, in 

Christ's name. 

 

Faithfully, 

   www.SaintPaulsBrookfield.com (203) 775-9587  September 7, 2017 

Sword PointsSword PointsSword Points   Transforming Transforming 

Lives Through Lives Through 

Jesus ChristJesus Christ  

 

†  You Are Already Fulfilling the Great Commission You Are Already Fulfilling the Great Commission You Are Already Fulfilling the Great Commission  

http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com
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†  You Know What Time It Is 
 

"Besides this, you know what time it is... 
salvation is nearer to us now than when we became believers." 

- Romans 13:11 (Common English Bible Translation) 
by John Tuthill 

 

T 
eachers are sometimes asked by the curious and by the more courageous students 
in a classroom, "How OLD are you???"  When I've been asked this, (often when 
someone is heroically and on behalf everyone just trying to stall getting started 

on an assignment) I usually puff-out my 
cheeks as if trying to think how I can 
possibly describe how ancient I am and then 
I'll say something like; "I'm half-a-
hundred!" or, "I can very clearly remember 
a time when there wasn't any such thing as 
the internet!"  Answers like these are 
usually show-stoppers.  Many kids can't 
imagine either response being even 
remotely believable. 

But, both answers are quite true (I 
swear!).  And when I consider how much 
time I have already been "prodigal" with 
and completely squandered (even before 
there was any such thing as an "internet") it 
makes me consider the time that may be 
remaining - what to DO with it?  This is 
why I especially love the reading this 
Sunday from Romans (Romans 13:8-14).  
Oddly, reading it makes the fact that the time is ever-shorter actually seem to be an exciting 
prospect instead of only a nagging drag.  Jesus' ministry during his time, after-all, was only a 
scant three short years.  Chances may be good by God's grace that our time remaining may 
not be cut as short or in even nearly the same way. 

The passage of time referred to in the passage from Romans this Sunday puts the 
shortness of time into a new perspective.  Even if the time remaining could be draw-out and 
lengthened, this would have no ultimate point to it if Jesus were not the reason.  Paul wrote 
elsewhere, "For me to live is Christ and to die is gain.  But if I go on living in the body, this 
will mean fruitful labor for me.  So what shall I choose?  I do not know" (Philippians 1:21-
22).  For Jesus, trying to needlessly stall was not in his purpose, but neither did He stay 

away from completing His purpose ("It 
is finished!") when His time had come.  
Purely human wisdom of this world 
would have advised Jesus to either not 
rock-the-boat so much or perhaps to 
seek more common ground with the 
religious leaders and Romans in power 
to try and perhaps accomplish "more" 
things given more drawn-out time on 
the scene.  But Jesus had the blessing 
and offers the same to us - which is to 
be "pored out" as Paul put in later in 
Philippians chapter 2.  Jesus was all-
about accomplishing the will of "our 
Father" (John 4:34).  However short or 
long the time of this life will be, what a 
blessing and a peace to know that it is 
for God's purpose. 

Thanks be to God! 
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Click Below to 

Click Below to 

†  Happy Birthday to You!Happy Birthday to You!Happy Birthday to You! 
 

J oe Hock celebrates tomorrow!  

Saturday is the big day for 

Cigdem Usekes.  Throw a party on 

Sunday for Carl Means & 

Joe Shepley.  Kenneth 

Kast will be blowing out 

candles on Tuesday.  

Bake a cake for 

John Carlo Hodge 

& Michele Janofsky 

on Wednesday.  Have 

a blessed day everyone! 

S 
ome people say that 
they can’t see or find 
Jesus anywhere in 

their lives.  In this weekend’s 
gospel, Jesus reminds 
us that he will be 
found wherever tow 
or three are gathered 
together in his name.  
Sounds like Jesus likes to be 
among company.  How often do 
you gather with others “in his 
name”? 

The Rector’s Forum resumes this Sunday with a 

new study on the Epistle to the Romans. 

TheThe  

Rector’sRector’s  

ForumForum  

      †  This Week at St. Paul’s 
 

Thu, Sept   7 - 7:30 pm - Mission Committee, Guild Room 

  7:30 pm - Property Committee, Class Room 

  7:30 pm - Music Night, Sanctuary 

Sat, Sept   9 - 7:30 am - Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Crocker Hall 

  7:30 am - John 21:12 Group, Theo’s Diner, New Milford 

  10:00 am - PraiseMoves, Crocker Hall 

  10:00 am - Jericho Food Pantry, Danbury 

Sun, Sept 10 - Fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
  8:00 am - Traditional Holy Communion  (LiveStream) 

  9:30 am - Rector’s Forum, Guild Room 

  10:30 am - Sunday School 

  10:30 am - Holy Baptism & Contemporary Holy Communion 
  (LiveStream) 

  2:00 pm - Youth Group Kickoff Event 

Mon, Sept 11 - 10:00 am - Christian Caring, Guild Room 

  7:00 pm - Men’s Bible Study, Crocker Hall  (LiveStream) 

Tue, Sept 12 - 9:15 am - Ladies Bible Study, Guild Room 

  5:45 pm - Boot Camp, Crocker Hall 

  6:45 pm - Boy Scout Troop #5, Crocker Hall 

Wed, Sept 13 - 10:00 am - Holy Communion & Healing 

  7:00 pm - Staff Meeting, Rector’s Office 

  7:30 pm - Vestry Meeting, Guild Room 

Thu, Sept 14 -  Holy Cross Day 
Sat, Sept 16 - 7:30 am - Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Crocker Hall 

  7:30 am - John 21:12 Group, Theo’s Diner, New Milford 

  10:00 am - PraiseMoves, Crocker Hall 

Sun, Sept 17 -  Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
  8:00 am - Traditional Holy Communion  (LiveStream) 

  9:30 am - Rector’s Forum, Guild Room 

  10:30 am - Sunday School 

  10:30 am - Contemporary Holy Communion  (LiveStream) 

http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/livestream.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/livestream.html
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+21:12&version=NRSVA
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+21:12&version=NRSVA
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What did Jeremiah give to Elasah and Gemariah 
to take with them to the exiles 
in Babylon? 
 
 
 

†  You Can Help  

T he second Saturday of each 

month a group from St. Paul’s 

volunteers at the Jericho Food & 

Clothing Pantry on Spring Street in 

Danbury.  Please consider signing up by 

emailing Laurie DoBosh 

ldobosh@tcco.com.  The pantry is also 

looking for donations of reusable grocery 

bags and plastic bags for the clients to 

put their food in.  We are also looking 

for coloring books and crayons for the 

children who come with their parents to 

the pantry (gently used is accepted) and 

travel size toiletries you usually find at 

hotels are also needed.  Please place 

donations in Crocker Hall bin marked 

Jericho (left hand brown bin).  

mailto:ldobosh@tcco.com
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†  Kicking Against the Goads 

by Steve Hemming 
 

“As he journeyed he came near Damascus, and suddenly a light shone around 
him from heaven.  Then he fell to the ground, and heard a voice saying to him, 
“Saul, Saul, why are you persecuting Me?”  And he said, “Who are You, Lord?”  
Then the Lord said, “I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting.  It is hard for you to 
kick against the goads.’”      Acts 9:3-5 

 

As  Saul approached Damascus where he was planning to capture and imprison 
followers of Christ, he had a dramatic encounter with our Lord Jesus.  Until 

recently, I didn’t really understand the statement that Jesus made to Saul; “It is hard for you 
to kick against the goads.”  After all, what is a goad?  And, why did Jesus say that it was 
difficult for Saul kick against them? 

A goad is an instrument used for guiding oxen.  The device which was used during 
Jesus’ time on earth, is still being utilized 
today in southern Europe and western Asia.  
A goad consists of a rod about 8 feet in 
length, which is brought to a sharp point on 
one end, and the other, bigger end is 
sometimes cased with iron in order to clear a 
plow of clay. 

Farmers would use the sharp, pointed end 
of the goad to urge a stubborn ox into motion.  
Occasionally, in rebellion, the ox would kick 
at the goad.  The more the beast kicked, the 
greater likelihood the goad would stab into its 
leg, and cause greater pain.  Sometimes, the 
master would need to goad his ox multiple times in order to steer it in the right direction. 

Charles Swindoll, in his book, “Paul, a Man of Grace and Grit,” contends that Jesus had 
been reaching out to Saul before he spoke to him on the road to Damascus; 

“Saul’s conversion could appear to us as having been a sudden encounter with Christ.  
But based on the Lord’s expression regarding his kicking back, I believe He’d been working 
on him for years, prodding and goading him.” (Page 27) 

Swindoll postulates the Lord used several “goads” to bring Saul to repentance, which 
included, 1) the possibility that Saul heard Jesus preach and witnessed His works, 2) Saul 
was haunted by how peacefully Stephen died as he was being stoned before his very eyes, 
and 3) Saul couldn’t help noticing the courageous faith of the believers he apprehended and 
prosecuted (pp.27, 28).  Regardless of how Jesus dealt with Saul’s rebellious heart, He 
didn’t relent until this Pharisee finally submitted to Him, when he was blinded by the Light 
that memorable day on the way to Damascus.  Saul’s life changed forever, from that point 
forward. 

Early in the morning last week, on the day I was going to New Hampshire for our men’s 
retreat, the Lord brought the Acts 9:5 verse to mind.  Knowing it was no coincidence, I 
began to wonder what prompted God to reveal that I was “kicking against the goads.”  I 
knew He had to be right, and was convicted of the need to spend time with Him to address 
the matter.  So, after the campfire we had that night at the retreat, I summarily went to the 
main lodge where we were staying, and hunkered down in the prayer room.  I opened my 

time in the presence of God with the 
very same words that Saul asked Jesus 
on the road to Damascus; “Lord, what 
do You want me to do?” (Acts 9:6) 
 After a time of silence, Holy Spirit 
began to show me areas in my life 
where I was rebellious and living 
independently of Him.  Conversely, He 
also showed me His plans and desires 
for my life.  Because there was a chasm 

(Continued on page 6) 
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between where I was and where He wanted me to be, it was clearly evident that I had been 
kicking against the goads.  The sharp edge of the Lord’s goading cut to my heart.  In humble 
obedience, with a contrite heart, I confessed my sins to the Lord, asked for His forgiveness, 
and surrendered myself to Him. 

As God had plans for Saul, which he obediently fulfilled all the remaining days of his 
life, so He has similar intentions for your life and mine.  If we are to fulfill God’s purpose 
and will for our lives, we need to yield completely to Him, deny ourselves, and follow the 
Lord wherever He leads us.  We must surrender our lives to Him now, not later, so we can 
start participating in His plans right away.  This is what Saul did, for after he received his 

sight, was filled with the Holy Spirit, and received physical 
and spiritual nourishment, “immediately he preached the 
Christ in the synagogues, that Jesus is the Son of 

God.” (Acts 9:20) 
Are you kicking against the goads?  If so, settle it 

today with the Lord.  Don’t wait! 
 

“Turn away my eyes from looking at worthless 
things, and revive me in Your way.” 

Psalm 119:37 

(Continued from page 5) Kicking 
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 †  Love, Reconcile, Rejoice 
 
 

“O we no one anything, except to love one another; for the one who loves another 
has fulfilled the law” (Rom. 13:8).  Conversely, one who fulfills the law has 

fulfilled the demands of love.  The law says, “You shall not commit adultery; You shall not 
murder; You shall not steal; You shall not covet” (Rom. 13:9).  Love is not merely what we 
do, and certainly not only what we feel.  The most embracing love, extending to neighbors 
and strangers, is distinctly proscriptive.  There are things to be left undone.  Adultery, 

murder, theft, covetousness, and false witness 
are ruinous to human community.  In a sense, 
love knows the Hippocratic Oath in its 
condensed form: Do no harm.  “Love does no 
wrong to a neighbor; therefore, love is the 
fulfilling of the law” (Rom. 13:10). 
 Suppose, then, a violation of these 
proscriptions.  What is a community to do?  Is 
there some form of discipline?  “If another 
member of the church sins against you, go and 
point out the fault when the two of you are 
alone”; “take two or three others along with 
you”; and “if the offender refuses to listen even 
to the church, let such a one be to you as a 

Gentile and a tax collector” (Matt. 18:15-17).  These words are tempered by demonstrations 
of Jesus’ compassion toward Gentiles and tax collectors, and by the goal to gain a hearing 
from the offending brother or sister.  “If the member listens to you, you have regained that 
one” (Matt. 18:15).  Rather like a chapter meeting in a monastic community, faults may be 
named, but only with the intention of reconciliation and strengthening the bonds of love in 
Christ that hold the community together.  This is a bracing love, true, deep, and difficult.  
Without the presence and grace of Christ, it will not be. 

Remarkably, this is introductory work.  “Owe no one anything, except to love one 
another. … Love does no wrong to a neighbor” (Rom. 13:8, 10).  If a member sins against 
you, seek to regain that one.  Cherish and protect the bonds of love and peace in Christ’s 
holy Church.  But there is more. 

“Besides this, you know what time it is, how it is now the moment for you to wake from 
sleep” (Rom. 13:11).  The day of salvation is nearer than when we first believed, the night 
far spent, the day at hand.  Initial conversion is the beginning of a great crisis, a moment 
when the future breaks open and floods the present.  Christ would be our vestment, our 
armor, our light.  He seeks our total transformation in grace.  “Let us then lay aside the 
works of darkness, and put on the armor of light; let us live honorably as in the day, not in 
debauchery and licentiousness, not in quarreling and jealousy.  Instead, put on the Lord 
Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh, to gratify its desires” (Rom. 13:12-14).  
The party is over, at least in one sense. 

Did you know that on average, two in three people will be involved in a drunk driving 
crash in their lifetime?  The evidence is verifiable and the human cost horrible.  Let us live 
honorably as in the day, not in reveling and drunkenness.  The joy that makes us complete is 
Christ Jesus and his risen presence.  He is the bread and wine of a parish block party, and all 
we need for a joy that is full. 

†  There’s No Joy in Mudville 
 

T here might not be any joy in Mudville or even in Job’s 

life at the end of Chapter 31.  But there will be joy in 

Crocker Hall next Monday night at 7 pm as the Men’s Bible 

Study resumes after five weeks off.  They are eager to jump 

back into their study of the Book of Job.  Join them at 7 as this 

study takes a dramatic turn and, as always, is a blessing to all.  

Attend in person or follow it on LiveStream or Facebook Live. 
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Social Media Sunday 2017 (#SMS17) is coming soon! 
 

G et ready to pick up 
your digital 

devices for Social Media 
Sunday (#SMS17), 
September 24. 

This event started in 
2013 at Trinity Episcopal 
Church in Tariffville as a 
way for parishioners to 
use devices to share 
their life of faith with 
the digital world. 

It has since grown to 
include Christians and 
people of faith 
everywhere. 

Join this Facebook 
group for resources to 
help your parish 
community prepare. 

And if you don't 
believe your church 
needs to be online, 
check out this blog by 
David Hansen, a pastor 
with a Lutheran church 
in Texas. 

Be the church online! 

†  Where We Went to Church Last Sunday 

G ail and Don 

Winkley 

attended church last 

Sunday at St. James & 

St. Brendan Anglican 

Church in Port 

Colborne, Ontario, 

Canada.  This building 

is celebrating its 100th 

anniversary.  

How old was the passover lamb selected for each 

family to be? 

a) 1 year     b) 2 years     c) 3 years 

Exodus 12:4-5 NIV  

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001k0woEK8w2wLBEx21r0AgMtf_hSoEJrQBRKKWz9i3XQVhxLsgee2_e6piXYfkIYdTipgL_5EJvK7OvAfNLvqkNL6yaX0cY1TUOy-U7UQ7YUzX-PrdSN0CtFGz7zNw5Mcxqv3MhrX7OkTHvhmr1KjKzzUP5B1pU8PcwIdaQ4IhONzGvnIvx4plyM5HTFtfbAFtAA_bXekE880=&c=L-okHviWtOWPsq-an1D-K
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001k0woEK8w2wLBEx21r0AgMtf_hSoEJrQBRKKWz9i3XQVhxLsgee2_e6piXYfkIYdTipgL_5EJvK7OvAfNLvqkNL6yaX0cY1TUOy-U7UQ7YUzX-PrdSN0CtFGz7zNw5Mcxqv3MhrX7OkTHvhmr1KjKzzUP5B1pU8PcwIdaQ4IhONzGvnIvx4plyM5HTFtfbAFtAA_bXekE880=&c=L-okHviWtOWPsq-an1D-K
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001k0woEK8w2wLBEx21r0AgMtf_hSoEJrQBRKKWz9i3XQVhxLsgee2_e5YOPYSRB-DCDAyBX8Z5Yaa1mH74_zEoZUajyl2bRM-2ld0I8E63HFaBuXkWlRgZ45y9j-ixQX8zUFyT07SGPfqmu-RGssdY2pUny05GwDHDitBzQMxlhTBrQfRKPn4nly11_wTVz7RCc6SZFQ_vJHaa2ie1c0IUIESlEhoazL5-gKr7
http://bible.gospelcom.net/bible?passage=Exodus+12:4-5&version=NIV&showfn=yes
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†  Transforming Saints of God 

 

Thursday, September 7th 
 

Elie Naud 
Huguenot Witness to the Faith, 1722 

 

E lie Naud was a French Huguenot (French Reformed) born in 1661.  It was an era 
when French Roman Catholicism was increasingly dominant and the persecution of 

Protestants was becoming more violent.  Naud fled France and landed in England, where he 
sojourned briefly before settling permanently in New 
York.  During his early years in New York, he traveled 
frequently to Europe to raise money for Huguenot causes, 
having to survive in stowage because he was not a Roman 
Catholic.  His unwillingness to renounce his French 
Reformed faith resulted in his imprisonment for nearly 
two years in the infamous Chateau d’If. 
 In New York he became acquainted with 
Episcopalians and fell in love with The Book of Common 
Prayer.  He became a member of Trinity Church, Wall 
Street, where he served for fifteen years as a catechist 
among black slaves and native Americans, preparing them 
for baptism.  He was later a member of L’Eglise du Saint-
Esprit, a French speaking Episcopal parish in New York 
City. 
 Naud founded a school for the children of the poor and 
for the children of slaves.  Upon the recommendation of 
the Rector of Trinity Church, the Bishop of London, 
acting for the Society for the Propagation of the Gospel 
(SPG), licensed Naud as a missioner “to slaves and ragged 
people in the New World.”  Naud also got involved in 
colonial politics by trying to influence Parliament for the 

passage of British laws that would demand Christian instruction for the children of slaves 
and Native Americans as well as the formation of schools for their education.  It was only 
through these means, he believed, that an equal and free society could be created.  During 

the New York slave riot of 1712, Naud 
remained faithful to his vision.  The outraged 
people of New York who believed education 
of slaves fueled such uprisings threatened him 
with death. 
 Naud continued to write hymns and poetry 
in his native French throughout his life.  He 
died on September 7, 1722, and was buried in 
the churchyard at Trinity Church, Wall Street. 

What was to be in the 

Israelite's hand as they 

ate the passover meal? 

a) Spoon   b) Yeast 

c) Staff 

Exodus 12:11 NIV  

http://bible.gospelcom.net/bible?passage=Exodus+12:11&version=NIV&showfn=yes
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   Bible Study Fellowship International, BSF invites women of 
all faiths for this year's study of Romans.  BSF is an international 
bible study held on Monday evenings from 7:00 - 8:30 pm at 
Christ Redeemer Church, 114 Roxbury Rd Southbury Ct.  BSF 
offers small group discussion, printed commentary notes, weekly 
lectures and fellowship.  The school age program , grades 1-12 is 
staffed by well trained leaders and corresponds in content to the 

adult program.  There is no fee. 
There is also a satellite group that meets at Faith Church on Tuesday beginning on the 

September 12th from 7:00 - 8:30 pm.   Note: There is no children’s program at the satellite. 
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†  Scholarly Speaking 

 

The Nativity of the B V Mary 
 

T omorrow, Sept. 8th is the Nativity of the Virgin 

Mary in many Eastern and Western calendars, 

including those of several Anglican Prayer Books.  It 
will be remembered that American Prayer Books did 

not included any lesser feasts (also called Black Letter 

days) before 1979, and this one was not included then 

or in later revisions of our calendar.  The 1928 BCP 

did allow for the optional observance of “A Saint’s Day” 

with a form suitable for any saint.  Our current Book, 
greatly expanded this adding a number of Black Letter 

days (and this list has been further modified at almost 

every General Convention since 1979, and a supplementary volume, Holy 
Women, Holy Men* includes collects and readings specifically for additional 

feasts of Our Lady (though it does not add any of these feasts to the 

calendar).  On this basis it is certainly a legitimate (though with minimal 
official standing) observance in this church. 

Our earliest record of the keeping of this feast dates from the 6th 

century, but the traditional account of Mary’s birth is much older, 

appearing in the protoevangelium of 
James.†  It is here that we first find the 

names Joachim and Ann assigned to her 
parents, with a touching story of their 

childlessness and their prayers for a child 

while Joachim has undertaken a solitary 

fast.  Both receive angelic assurances 

that their prayers are heard, they join 

together again, and in due time Mary is 
born.  There are obvious parallels here to 

the story of Hannah and Elkanah in I 

Samuel, and Ann is simply the Greek 

version of Hannah.‡  As noted, the 

account should not be read as historical, 
but it does show an early devotional concern with the birth and family of 

Mary – a concern that saw these as God’s preparation for our salvation 

through Christ. 

This same concern was reflected in the establishment of the feast, one 

that by the end of the first millennium was observed in nearly every 

Christian Church and, with only a few minor exceptions, on the same 
September date.  Let us at least remember this in our own prayers. 

 - Fr. Bill Loring, Scholar in Residence 
 
*  Church Publishing Group, 2012, pp. 729-730.  Available online here. 
†  This apocryphal Gospel was written about 150 AD, and is generally regarded as a work of 

devotion rather than as a historical record. 
‡  It is interesting that Hannah’s prayer is the only 

instance where the Bible speaks of silent prayer, and for 
this she was accused of being drunk. 
The Illustrations: 
1 The Blessed Virgin and the Christ Child (AD 867) Apse 

mosaic, Hagia Sophia, Istanbul, Turkey 
2 The Birth of the Blessed Virgin Mary by Giotto, in 

the Scrovegni Chapel Padua, Italy (circa 1305) 

D o you have a question you 

would like answered by our 

Scholar-in-Residence?  Send your 

ecclesiastical, liturgical, doctrinal, 

historical or other inquiries to: 

Stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com.  

 

http://justus.anglican.org/resources/bcp/1928/Readings_1928.htm
http://www.newadvent.org/fathers/0847.htm
http://www.newadvent.org/fathers/0847.htm
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=371760418
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=371760418
http://www.diobeth.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/05/HolyWomenHolyMen-1.pdf
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Giotto
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Scrovegni_Chapel
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Padua
mailto:Stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com?subject=To%20SiR+,%20with%20Love
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†  Art in the Christian Tradition 
Dancing Lesson 

1878 
Thomas Eakins 

Metropolitan Museum of Art, NYC 
 

Psalm 149 
3-Let them praise his Name in the dance; * 

let them sing praise to him with timbrel and harp. 
4 For the Lord takes pleasure in his people * 

and adorns the poor with victory. 
 
 This watercolor shows 
three male figures of 
different generations 
playing and responding to 
music. A framed copy of the 
famous photograph of 
Abraham Lincoln and his 
son Tad suggests the 
figures' familial 
relationships and 
emphasizes their 
emancipation. This 
watercolor gained Eakins 
his first award—a silver 
medal—at the 
Massachusetts Charitable 
Mechanic Association 
exhibition in Boston in 
1878.  
 Thomas Eakins (1844–
1916), America’s greatest, 
most uncompromising 
realist, dedicated his career 
to depicting the human 
figure—in oil and 
watercolor, sculpture and 
photography.  
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†  This Sunday’s Readings 

 

Reconciliation and Unity 
 

 Exodus 12:1-14 

I n our Hebrew Bible lesson instructions are given, and the meaning of the Passover meal 
is told: it is a remembrance and reenactment of Israel’s beginnings as a people when 

they were saved out of slavery in Egypt.  The details indicate that several different traditions 
stand behind the Passover memorial.  Perhaps is was the Israelites’ attempts to keep ancient 
spring rites, derived from their shepherding and agricultural backgrounds, which caused the 
Egyptians to persecute them.  With these traditions the story of God’s judgment on Egypt and 
victory for the people has become richly entwined. 

 Psalm 149 
A joyful song in which the faithful praise the Lord and anticipate the 

victory of justice. 
 Romans 13:8-14 
In this reading Paul summarizes the heart of the law and urges a way of 

life in full awareness of the nearness of salvation.  All the commandments 
and all human responsibility for others are fulfilled by “loving your neighbor 
as yourself.”  Disciples must recognize that the nighttime of sinfulness is 
passing.  The daylight, the time for new conduct and the following of Jesus, 
comes now. 

 Matthew 18:15-20 
Our gospel presents teaching about how to deal with sin and grievances 

within the Christian community.  The early churches did not have 
established codes and regulations and had to fashion their own ways of 
dealing with such matters.  Here every effort is made to bring the sinful 
member to repentance.  Failing this, the individual is to be treated outside the church.  Such 
decisions are understood to be ratified in heaven and by Christ’s presence even in the smallest 
of Christian gatherings. 

†  Pick Up Your Copy Today!  

 Synthesis CE Study Guides for each weeks readings will 

be available at the back of the church. 

†  Sermon ShortsSermon ShortsSermon Shorts   
   

“L ooking for home?”  To replay all our 

sermons, audio and videos follow this 

link for the Sunday Sermons.  Check out our 

Sermon Archives as well. 

Matthew 18:15-20 

Real churches have - or 

should have - real conflicts.  

The only real harm that will 

come to a church 

community is to refuse to 

deal with conflicts.  

Conflicts do not kill 

churches.  Refusing to deal 

with conflict kills churches.  

 

 

http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearA_RCL/Pentecost/AProp18_RCL.html#reading
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearA_RCL/Pentecost/AProp18_RCL.html#anchor
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearA_RCL/Pentecost/AProp18_RCL.html#EPISTLE
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearA_RCL/Pentecost/AProp18_RCL.html#GOSPEL
http://saintpaulsbrookfield.com/sermons/this-weeks-sermons.html
http://saintpaulsbrookfield.com/sermons/sermon-archives-2017.html
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COFFEE HOUR HOSTS 
 

Sept 10th 8 am - Buni & Paul Kovacs  10:30 am - Jack Collins 
Sept 17th 8 am - Chris MacMillan   10:30 am - Marie Williams 
Sept 24th 8 am - Robin Powell   10:30 am - Christine Domareck 

Contact Mary Allen at 

203-775-6633 or 

chamla@charter.net. 

 

The Ladies Tuesday AM Bible Study will be studying, ECCLESIASTES, starting 
Tuesday, September 12th at 9:15 am in the Guild Room. 

We all want our lives to matter, so we try to find significance through worldly pursuits.  
We might even feel satisfied for a time.  But when those moments fade - and they always 
do - the emptiness returns.  As long as we look at life from a human perspective, nothing 
really matters.  The book of Ecclesiastes helps up look beyond our limited point of view to 

see God's reign in the world and figure out what our lives mean. 
Please join us in study on Tuesday's from 9:15 - 11 am.  For more info contact Debbi 

Pomeroy at debbi415@aol.com.  

 

Name Tags - Remember how 
awkward you felt when you first 
came to St. Paul’s because you 
didn’t know anyone or when you 
visit a different church?  Name tags 
help.  So, please be courteous to your fellow 
parishioners, to newcomers, visiting clergy and guests 
by extending a warm welcome to them and by wearing 
your name tag.  And remember to wear them to coffee 
hour as well. 

 

“ For wherever two or three are gathered in my 
name, I am there among them.”  Someone 

once wrote that Jesus said “feed my sheep, don’t 
count them!”  But in reality, numbers do count, and 
the support we give each other by faithful 
attendance at worship and by our personal and 
financial participation for parish ministries is a 
morale boost to all who are involved.  Pray (and do 
your part) to be an active part of a lively, God-
centered congregation! 

mailto:Hi%20Dave. %20Could%20you%20please%20add%20that%20we%20needs%20Coffee%20Hour%20hCHAMLA@CHARTER.NET
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†  Your Prayers Are Requested For… 

 

I t is such an intimate time when praying for the health and well being of others and 
such a privilege.  The people that we lift up to The Lord are part of our hearts for all 

time.  Please pray for… 
 
.....Fr. George Hall, Brenda Darling, Jean Stauffer, and 
other parishioners convalescing in extended care facilities. 
.....St. John’s, Stamford; Calvary, Stonington; St. Mark’s, 
Storrs. 
.....Revival at St. Paul’s and the greater Danbury area. 
.....The Province of New England: the Dioceses of 
Connecticut, Maine, Massachusetts, New Hampshire, Rhode 
Island, Vermont, and Western Massachusetts; their bishops, 
clergy, parish and diocesan staff, and congregations; Provincial Synod; all Provincial 
Networks. 
.....Ginny Beck, Clayton Ferry, Gary Stein, Joe & Barbara Hock, Sue Balla, Rose 
Barrett, Lorraine Estok, Jim Megura, Jay Lawrence, Alex, Teresa Stacchiotti, Mary 
DeAnzeris, Paul Kovacs, Michele Sarver, Denise & Lee Rybos, continued healing. 
.....the people of China; the people of the Republic of San Marino; the Diocese of 
Saskatchewan - (Rupert's Land, Canada) The Rt Revd Michael William Hawkins; and our 
sister and brother members of the Macedonian Orthodox Church. 
.....Christians in the Middle East facing persecution at the hands of ISIS forces.  Pray also 
for radical Muslims throughout the world to come to know Jesus Christ. 
.....Michael for protection from mortar attacks in Somalia 
with the UN peacekeeping service. 
…..St. James’ Episcopal Church, Danbury and their Daily 
Bread Food Pantry, which is the recipient of our food basket 
collections during the month of September. 
.....Victory Christian Center, Danbury, a congregational 
partner of the Jericho Partnership. 
.....Rhonda, healing of cancer. 
.....Schools and Colleges. 
.....Cathy Schrull, healing, and peace and comfort during her 
treatments. 
.....Susan, complete healing & recovery from her cancer 
treatments. 
.....People affected by Hurricane Harvey and the ongoing 
recovery efforts; and people in the path of Hurricane Irma. 

 

†  This & That & Links 
(Click on pictures or red links for more info) 

 

Links We Like 
 

Things That Make You Think 
 

Back Issues of Sword Points 
 
 

Who Do You Spend Time Who Do You Spend Time Who Do You Spend Time 
With?With?With?   

   
Common wisdom tells us we become Common wisdom tells us we become Common wisdom tells us we become 
the people we spend the most time the people we spend the most time the people we spend the most time 

with, so choose your friends wisely.  with, so choose your friends wisely.  with, so choose your friends wisely.  
This video expands upon that advice This video expands upon that advice This video expands upon that advice 

to encourage Christians to spend to encourage Christians to spend to encourage Christians to spend 
more time with God in prayer, and more time with God in prayer, and more time with God in prayer, and 

surround ourselves with people who surround ourselves with people who surround ourselves with people who 
practice Christian virtue.practice Christian virtue.practice Christian virtue.   

http://www.stjohns-stamford.org/
http://www.calvary-stonington.org/
http://www.stmarkschapel.org/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/China
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/San_Marino
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Macedonian_Orthodox_Church
http://www.saintjamesdanbury.org/
http://www.dailybreadfoodpantry.com/index.html
http://www.dailybreadfoodpantry.com/index.html
http://www.gmvcc.com/
http://www.missionstclare.com/english/prayers/31.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/contact-us.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/news/links.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/news/things-that-make-you-think.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/news/weekly-qsword-pointsq.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TGRNlaS_3zE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TGRNlaS_3zE
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†  It Takes An Editorial Board 

Contributors to this Weeks 
Sword Points: 

 

M ary Allen, Sue Balla, Chris Barrett, 
Larry Creagh, Carol Ferro, Steve 

Hemming, Diane Loring, Bill Loring, Lois 
Hunt, Dori 
McManus, Beth 
Miller, Nicole 
O’Connors, Patrick 
O’Connors, Mary 
Perry, Ken Perry, 
Kirsten Peterson, 
Debbi Pomeroy, Joe 
Shepley, Tara 
Shepley, David Szen, 
Ron Switzer, John 
Tuthill, Don Winkley 
and Gail Winkley. 

 
 

 

Just For Fun !Just For Fun !Just For Fun !   
(And Christian Fellowship) 

 

Random Fact of the Week! 
 

Did you know ... that on the $100 dollar 
bill, the time on the clock is 4:10?  It is that 
time because the painter who painted it gets 
off of work 
everyday 
at 4:00 pm 
and 
always 
takes the 
4:10 pm 
train 
home. so 
for him, 
4:10 is 
the 
happiest 
time of 
the day 
and he always wants to remember that.  

 

https://www.facebook.com/saintpaulsbrookfield/
https://twitter.com/#!/StPaulsB
https://instagram.com/stpaulsb/
https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/

