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† We All Have the Same Need ...
"I praise you because I am fearfully and wonderfully made."

Psalm 139:14

Dear Friends,

I

n our children's sermon last Sunday, we celebrated our diversity by acknowledging that
outwardly, we all look different, while inwardly, we are all the same. Made in God's
image, our Creator delights in our differences, and so should we.
We are called to be one in Christ, and as we gather in worship, we reflect the unity of God
that the Holy Spirit is ever bringing about by grace.
We all have the same need for forgiveness, renewal, and new life. May we honor one
another with holy awe as a sign of our devotion to the Lord, Maker of heaven and earth, and
each and every person.
Faithfully,

† More Than Met Expectations
"...the testimony of the Lord is sure, making wise the simple.

- Psalm 19:7 (English Standard Version)
by John Tuthill

M

any of the most famous one-liners have come from people who begin to say
something, seemingly mundane and headed down a predictable line of thought,
but then abruptly landing their sentence in what becomes an unintentionally funny and
entirely unexpected conclusion. A good example is the late Yogi Berra, New York Yankees
catcher for nineteen seasons. He was the originator of so many muchloved "Yogiisms" - and everyone has their favorite. Even things that were
mistakenly attributed to him, Yogi brushed aside as, "I didn't really say
everything I said." The comedian Stephen Wright made a career of these
kinds of unexpected endings, for example, "I went into a place to eat that
said 'breakfast anytime', so I ordered French toast during the Renaissance."
Expectations can either be set high or low, reasonably or not-soreasonably. And, expectations can be placed either on others or even onto
our Creator / Sustainer / Redeemer, the Lord our God Himself. In the
gospel reading this Sunday (Matthew 20:1-16 - the parable of the generous
employer) Jesus tells of hired laborers who have been working all the long
hours of the day and lining up to receive their pay. The amount they had
agreed to that morning was what they could expect to get - they earned it, after-all, and it
was the wage they deserved. The workers line up, just as directed by the land-owner's
manager, and they are behind those hired later, and behind still others that only started
working much, much, later in the day. To their great surprise they witness a full-day's pay
given out to the workers ahead of them in line, even to those that only worked for the final
hour or so. Understandably, their expectations soared. Seeing this undeserved generosity of
their employer - if He is this extravagant and thoughtful to meet the needs of workers that
were only hired in the last hour, how much more would they be bring home for their hard
work the full day? As you might expect or recall, these full-day workers received the same
pay for the day, exactly the same amount as the late-comers, and they grumble about this
perceived slight being unfair directly to the land-owner. His reply? He reminded them that
they had already agreed to exactly this amount at the start of the day, and so they should
take their pay and go home. He adds, "Am I not allowed to do what I choose with what
belongs to me? Or are you envious
because I am generous? (v. 15). The
literal translation of this appears in
"Synthesis CE" as "Or is your eye
evil because I am good?"
How do we react when our
expectations are not met - or - when
they are even much more-than-met?
Elsewhere, Jesus restores sight to a
man who was blind from birth (John
9:1-12). When he was grilled with
questions about it by the religious
leaders, the man who was cured was
at a complete loss as to answer them
"how" or "why" - but could only say
what he knew what it was that he
had been given. It does not say in
the passage if the man expected or thought it was owed to him to be healed - he simply
knew what he'd received. He later was found by Jesus, placed his trust in Him and
worshiped. Throughout the Bible, those that look to God and put their complete trust in
God to set the expectation find that His promises are absolute and more solid than the
ground we walk on. When we make our expectations what God says in His Word, these can
never fail to be more than met (Psalm 19:7).
Thanks be to God!
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“I

’ll pay you whatever is
fair,” says to owner of the
vineyard to those he hires.
However, by the end of the day,
the payment hardly seems fair to
those who have worked under the
hot sun all day long. God’s
generosity knows no bounds. How
many times do you think to
yourself: “God’s not being fair to
me”? Think again!
Did you miss last week’s Children’s sermon? Click here to watch it.

† Happy Birthday to You!
Katie Szen, Sarah Szen & Shirley Jessup celebrate
tomorrow! Saturday is the big day for William Boehm.
Bake a cake for Ted Koniecki on Sunday. McKenzie Connors
& Mitchel O’Hara will be opening presents on Tuesday. Lauretta
Pilcher will be another year older and wiser on Wednesday. Have a
blessed day everyone!

† This Week at St. Paul’s
St. Matthew

Thu, Sept 21 Sat, Sept 23

-

7:30 pm
7:30 am
7:30 am
10:00 am
11:00 am

Wed, Sept 27
Thu, Sept 28
Fri, Sept 29
Sat, Sept 30

-

Sun, Oct 1

-

Music Night, Sanctuary
Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Crocker Hall
John 21:12 Group, Theo’s Diner, New Milford
PraiseMoves, Crocker Hall
St. Paul’s Quilters, Crocker Hall

Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost

Sun, Sept 24 -

Mon, Sept 25 Tue, Sept 26 -

-

8:00 am
9:30 am
10:30 am
10:30 am
7:00 pm
9:15 am
6:45 pm
10:00 am
7:30 pm

-

7:30 am
7:30 am
10:00 am

-

Traditional Holy Communion (LiveStream) (Facebook)
Rector’s Forum, Guild Room
Sunday School
Contemporary Holy Communion (LiveStream) (Facebook)
Men’s Bible Study, Crocker Hall (LiveStream) (Facebook)
Ladies Bible Study, Guild Room
Boy Scout Troop #5, Crocker Hall
Holy Communion & Healing
Music Night, Sanctuary

St. Michael & All Angels
Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Crocker Hall
John 21:12 Group, Theo’s Diner, New Milford
PraiseMoves, Crocker Hall

Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost
8:00 am
9:30 am
10:30 am
10:30 am

-

Traditional Holy Communion (LiveStream) (Facebook)
Rector’s Forum, Guild Room
Sunday School
Contemporary Holy Communion (LiveStream) (Facebook)
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† Have You Ever Been Unemployed?

f so, this week’s gospel may not seem as unfair to you as someone else. In Matthew
16:1-16 the landowner pays everyone the same: those that started early in the
morning, those that were added on at 9 am, the extras that were came on at noon
and 3 pm, and finally those hired at 5 pm. On
the surface this seems grossly unfair. And
most discussions of this text focus on envy,
where the latecomers seemingly get a better
deal. But, which worker would you rather be?
The early hires had the peace of knowing at
the beginning of the day that they would get a
full day’s pay and could provide for their
family. Now the workers added at noon, while
being unsure what their future held all morning
long, at least probably felt during the afternoon they would
earn enough to possibly break even for the day and provide
dinner for their family. Consider the hands added on at 5 pm.
How about the anxiety they endured all day long, and then
knowing that even by getting hired so late in the day, their
pay most likely wouldn’t amount to anything.
So, would you rather work all day long and get a day’s
pay or worry all day long?
Now think about your spiritual life, your relationship with
God. Are you envious of a person who repents and is
forgiven on their death bed after living a life of sin? Would
you really want to be that person, living a lifetime tortured,
struggling to get through every day not knowing Jesus. Or
would you rather be the worker hired early in the day, and be
satisfied with the knowledge and assurance of what your Savior has done for you and
having the opportunity to live now in the Kingdom? How unfair is that?

† Elihu Asserts God’s Justice and Condemns Job

T

he Men’s Bible Study meets every Monday night at 7 pm in
Crocker Hall. As they head into the final chapters of the Book
of Job God’s greatness is proclaimed. As always, the discussion and
testimony is a blessing to all. Attend in person or follow it on
LiveStream or Facebook Live.

The
Rector’s
Forum
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The Rector’s Forum meets every Sunday in the Guild
Room between services at 9:30 am. It is currently studying
Romans. The study of the Book of Romans has often proven
to be a life-changing exercise. Throughout the history of the
church, lives have been radically transformed through the
impact of Paul’s Epistle to the Romans.

† Cry Out to Him
“O Lord my God, I cried out to You, and You healed me.”

by Steve Hemming

Psalm 30:2

I

n times of trouble, how often do you cry out to the Lord? Are you one who tends to
endure trials under your own strength? Or, are you quick to reach out to Him the
moment you sense danger?
While I admit that I still occasionally delay my plea for relief, I am
getting better at readily acknowledging my desperate need for God, who is
our refuge and strength, our very present help in trouble (Psalm 46:1).
Case in point – as I headed out last Saturday morning to run some errands, I
was battling intense discouragement. Because I didn’t want to remain any
longer in this dark mood, I cried out to the Lord; “Holy Spirit, I know You
will lead me into all truth.. Please give me Your word to help me overcome
these feelings of despair.”
Within moments, God flooded my mind with many helpful words and
scriptures that I scribbled as fast as I could on the 3x5 card I used to write
down a list of tasks that I wanted to accomplish that morning. The Lord
was quick to remind me that He is the God of all comfort, who will comfort
me in my tribulation (2 Corinthians 1:3-4), that He will supply all my needs
according to His riches in glory by Christ Jesus (Philippians 4:19), and that
He is able to make all grace abound towards me, that I will always have
sufficiency in all things, that I may have an abundance for every good work
(2 Corinthians 9:8). These wonderful words of promise helped to
significantly lift my spirits.
The Lord also directed me to Psalm 107, and as I read and meditated on
the words, I saw a pattern emerge – God rescues those who cry out to Him:
1. Verses 4-5: The people were lost with nowhere to go. They were hungry, thirsty,
and faint of soul. “Then they cried out to the Lord in their trouble, and He delivered them
out of their distresses” (v. 6). God led them in the right direction and to a place to live, and
satisfied their longing souls, and filled them with goodness (v.7, 9).
2. Verses 10-12: The people dwelt in darkness, in bondage, as a result of their
disobedience to God. When He brought them low with labor, they stumbled and fell, and
had no one to help. “Then they cried out to the Lord in their trouble, and He saved them
out of their distresses” (v. 13). God brought them out of the darkness, broke their chains,
and set them free (v. 14, 16).
3. Verses 17-18: Because of their sins, the people were afflicted, and despised
nourishment. They were close to death. “Then they cried out to the Lord in their trouble,
and He saved them out of their distresses” (v. 19). God sent His word and healed them,
and delivered them from their destructions (v. 20).
4. Verses 23-27: The people were caught in a tumultuous storm, and were at their wits’
end. “Then they cried out to the Lord in their trouble, and He brought them out of their
distresses” (v. 28). God calmed the storm and guided them to their desired destination (v.
29-30).
These passages clearly demonstrate that God will rapidly respond to our cries for help.
And as a result of His mercy and efforts to deliver, save, and bring us out of our difficulties,
we need to remember to express our gratitude to
Him, and “give thanks to the Lord for His
goodness, and for His wonderful works to the
children of men!” (v. 8, 15, 21, 31).
Whenever we cry out to the Lord, He is
always willing to help us. Do not hesitate to
reach out to Him!

“He shall call upon Me, and I will
answer him; I will be with him in trouble; I
will deliver him and honor him.”
Psalm 91:15
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Sunday School staff
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† This Date on the Church Calendar
September 21st

St. Matthew, Apostle & Evangelist

O

ne day Jesus was walking and saw a tax collector named Matthew
sitting at a tax-collection post, and said to him, "Follow me." And
Matthew stood up and followed Him, and became one of His
twelve apostles.
Tax collectors in those days were social outcasts. Devout Jews avoided
them because they were usually dishonest (the job carried no salary, and they
were expected to make their profits by cheating the people from whom they
collected taxes). Patriotic and nationalistic Jews hated them because they
were agents of the Roman government, the conquerors, and hated them with a
double hatred if (like Matthew) they were Jews, because they had gone over
to the enemy, had betrayed their own people for money. Thus, throughout the
Gospels, we find tax collectors (publicans) mentioned as a standard type of
sinful and despised outcast. Matthew brought many of his former associates
to meet Jesus, and social outcasts in general were shown that the love of Jesus
extended even to them.
The name "Matthew" means "gift of the LORD." Mark and Luke, in the story of his
calling, name him "Levi." Perhaps this was his original name, and he received a new name
from Jesus when he became a disciple. It has also been suggested that he was simply a
member of the tribe of Levi.
Of Matthew's life after Pentecost the Scriptures tell us nothing. Later accounts of his life
vary, some reporting that he was martyred, others that he died a natural death. The Christian
community since early times has commemorated him as a martyr.
Whether the Apostle Matthew is also the Evangelist Matthew -- that is, whether the
Apostle Matthew wrote the Gospel that bears his name -- is disputed. The Gospel itself does
not say who wrote it, but the designation "according to Matthew" is very old.
In favor of his authorship it may be noted that (1) while Mark and Luke give the fourth
pair of Apostles as "Matthew and Thomas," the Gospel of Matthew gives them as "Thomas
and Matthew"; and (2) while Luke 5:29 explicitly states, and Mark 2:15 suggests, that
Matthew gave a banquet for Jesus, Matthew 9:10 in describing the same banquet does not
indicate who the host was. Both of these variations would be routine touches of modesty if
Matthew was the author.
On the other hand, the gospel (1) does not have the manner of an eyewitness, and (2) is
thought by many scholars to contain material borrowed from Mark, whereas one would not
expect someone who had been an eyewitness to borrow from someone who had not.
Perhaps the Gospel was written by some early Christian, not an apostle, whose name was
Matthew, and about whom nothing else is known. Early Christian readers, hearing the
Gospel ascribed to "Matthew," would naturally associate it with the Apostle of that name,
and so the ascribing of the work to the Apostle Matthew becomes common at an early date,
by a perfectly natural misunderstanding.
Papias of Hierapolis, writing in the late first or early second century, says that Matthew
compiled the sayings (Logia) of Jesus in Hebrew. Now the material common to Matthew
and Luke, but not to Mark, includes sayings of Jesus but almost no narrative. It has
therefore been conjectured that there was once a document (usually called Q), now lost, that
is basically a collection of speeches by Jesus, and that Matthew (the
evangelist) and Luke, had access to it while Mark did not. It has been
suggested that Matthew (the apostle) is the author of this document
Q, which may well have been first written in Hebrew (or Aramaic).
The Scripture readings associated with the day bear the themes of
Matthew as a Gospel-writer (hence readings that speak of the
Scriptures), Matthew as an Apostle, and Matthew as a sinner called
by God's grace.
by James Kiefer
In our St. Matthew stained glass window, his symbol, the
moneybag refers to his occupation before he was called to follow
Christ.
9

T

† You Can Help

he second Saturday of each month a group from St. Paul’s
volunteers at the Jericho Food & Clothing Pantry on Spring
Street in Danbury. Please consider signing up by emailing Laurie
DoBosh ldobosh@tcco.com. The pantry is also looking for donations
of reusable grocery bags and plastic bags for the clients to put their
food in. We are also looking for coloring books and crayons for the
children who come with their parents to the pantry (gently used is
accepted) and travel size toiletries you usually find at hotels are also
needed. Please place donations in Crocker Hall bin marked Jericho
(left hand brown bin).

† Transforming Stewardship
“So the last will be first and the first last”

- Matthew 20:16

Y

ou’ve heard the saying “it’s not where you start but how you
finish.” This certainly applies to this Bible passage. We
have a responsibility not only for our own lives, but for the lives of
others as well. We are called to generously share our gifts with
others, not hoard them for our own use. Through our gratitude and
generosity we help each other get to Heaven!

St Paul’s Responds to Help Support Hurricane Relief Efforts

T

he needs of the people and families impacted by the
devastation from recent hurricanes are enormous. The
Salvation Army is a Christian based charity that is effectively
working on the front lines of Hurricane Harvey and Irma
relief efforts.
Their disaster relief team has field operations in both
Texas and Florida working to provide critical ongoing relief
assistance that include:
Food trucks and field
kitchens mobilized to feed
thousands of victims and first
responders
Shelters for survivors
Emotional and
spiritual care to first responders and survivors
St Paul’s has already collected more than $4,750 and for
the next several weeks, the Salvation Army “Kettles” will be
out after the Sunday services to collect additional donations to
help support Hurricane Harvey, Irma and Maria relief efforts.
Donations by check should be made out to St Paul’s with
Salvation Army noted on the memo line. The following web
page link http://disaster.salvationarmyusa.org/index.php has
news, updates and more background information if you are
interested in learning more about the Salvation Army’s
ongoing hurricane Harvey and Irma relief efforts.
10

Bible Study Fellowship International, BSF invites women of
all faiths for this year's study of Romans. BSF is an international
bible study held on Monday evenings from 7:00 - 8:30 pm at
Christ Redeemer Church, 114 Roxbury Rd Southbury Ct. BSF
offers small group discussion, printed commentary notes, weekly
lectures and fellowship. The school age program , grades 1-12 is
staffed by well trained leaders and corresponds in content to the
adult program. There is no fee.
There is also a satellite group that meets at Faith Church on Tuesday beginning on the
September 12th from 7:00 - 8:30 pm. Note: There is no children’s program at the satellite.
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Holy Land Revisited

L

† Sepphoris – The Forgotten City 

ike our modern cities today, ancient cities needed artisans to build them and the
almost forgotten city of Sepphoris was no different, with one critical exception–
Joseph and his famous son Jesus probably helped Herod Antipas build it!
Jesus is traditionally known as a woodworker (the Greek word used for carpenter is
tekton, a generic term for “a builder who worked with his hands”), but with wood scarce and
stone so prevalent in Israel, He was most likely a stonemason. Nazareth was only a few
miles away and Joseph would have been a natural hire for Antipas’ Sepphoris rebuild
(following the death of Herod the
Great the Jewish takeover was
squashed by Rome, and the original
city burned).
Josephus called Sepphoris “The
Jewel of Galilee,” and although it is
sometimes overlooked today for the
more famous sites like Nazareth and
Cana, in 4 BC Herod’s son selected
it as the provincial capital for his
government in Galilee. It sat near
two major highways (Via Maris and
Acre-Tiberias) and the rebuild
would have been a busy hub that
employed lots of people in Jesus’
day, sparking an economic boom for
the entire Galilee area.
Sepphoris is “perched like a
bird” on a 400 foot hill that overlooks the Bet Netofa Valley and helps to explain its other
Hebrew name, Zippori (bird). From this panoramic view of Lower Galilee one can survey
Nazareth and Cana as Antipas did, and even imagine Jesus walking to work with His father
every day. Perhaps it even inspired Matthew 5:14 when He said, “A city set on a hill cannot
be hidden.”

(Continued on page 13)
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(Continued from page 12)

Sepphoris – The Forgotten City

Excavations have revealed a cosmopolitan city of great affluence with a Roman theater
built into the eastern side of the hill that held over 4,000 people. Today the magnificent
ruins include such highlights as Herod’s palace, an upper city and a lower city, a fortified
city wall for protection, multiple synagogues, bathhouses, churches, aqueducts, a massive
reservoir, a marketplace, and residential areas alongside a colonnaded stone-paved street…
with wagon wheel grooves still etched in them!
Also known as the Mosaic City, some of the best mosaics in all of Israel are in Sepphoris
and are reason enough to visit
the ruins. More than 40 mosaic
floors in nearby buildings depict
the bustling life of a Roman city,
but especially impressive is the
Nile Mosaic in the Nile House.
The Nile Mosaic shows
Egyptian festivities when the
Nile River peaked according to
the “Nilometer” (a pillar with the
number 17 on it shows the
flood’s height), complete with
crocodiles and other exotic
wildlife, and the Pharos
Lighthouse in Alexandria…one
of the Seven Wonders of the
World.
The next mosaic is the
“Mona Lisa Mosaic” in the
Dionysus House (named for the
Greek god of wine and revelry)
that still captivates her visitors
with the beauty of Venus. There
is a 15-panel carpet of mosaics
honoring Dionysus in this
Roman mansion, as well as Hercules and Pan, but the “Mona Lisa of the Galilee” holds
center court as a priceless piece of art. Her artist is unidentified, but the craftsmanship
stands up even today.
One of the best mosaics was discovered here in 1993 when a parking lot construction
revealed exquisite mosaic floors in an ancient synagogue with seven separate sections. They
depict Sarah’s angelic visit, Abraham’s sacrifice of Isaac, twin lions, menorahs with first
century Temple artifacts, an elaborate Zodiac wheel, aspects of the Temple worship in
Jerusalem, offerings to the Tabernacle and Temple, and Aaron officiating in his priestly
robes with animal sacrifices. The artistry and scope are truly astounding.
If Jesus worked on the theater or other parts of the city, then He would have been
exposed to the Greek and Roman culture of “hypocrites,” the Greek word we get “actor”
from today (hypokritai). Far from growing up as a country bumpkin, as some say, Jesus
would have been working in a suburb of the leading cultural center of His day, prepping
Him for His ministry later on.
Even after Herod moved his capital and residence to Tiberias in 19 AD, Sepphoris
remained a cosmopolitan city that even survived the Jewish Revolt of 66 AD by siding with,
and surrendering to, the Roman Vespasian. After the Temple was destroyed in 70 AD,
Sepphoris became a seat of rabbinic learning when the Sanhedrin fled here and continued as
such with 18 synagogues in operation until an earthquake hit in 363.
Tradition says that Mary’s parents, Joachim and Anna, lived here and would have been
another reason for Joseph to visit the city beyond just employment opportunities. Later on,
the Crusaders build the Church of St Anne on the site believed to be their home. Imagine if
Sepphoris is where Joseph first met Mary! What an unforgettable moment that would have
been, and an unforgettable city to see during your trip to Israel.
• Matthew 6:1-18, 7:24, 13:55; Mark 6:3, 12:10; 1 Corinthians 10:4
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Coming Next Summer!
Are you ready to travel to the Biblical land of the
Pharaohs, Jacob, Joseph, and Israel during the famine?
Plans are underway for another awesome Christian
pilgrimage. This time to Egypt with a Nile River cruise
and a climb up Mount Sinai. There will be options for
those who haven’t been to Jordan and Israel as well.
Details coming soon.

T

here is going to be a hike and picnic lunch on Saturday,
September 30th from 10-1 that was planned by a couple of
folks from different Episcopal churches in the NW CT Region.
Click here for more details as we head up to the Housatonic
Meadows State Park, Pine Knob Loop trail head, West Cornwall.
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† Scholarly Speaking
Acts of God

As

many of you know, Diane and I purchased a home in Florida
just a month ago with the plan to resettle there. The good news
is that we still have a home to resettle in – in fact the main concern is
simply clean up rather than repair
–and my son who already lived
there reports a similar situation.
Less than a week ago, however,
this was not at all a sure thing.
Even those who had no personal
involvement were certainly caught
up in the story of two very large
hurricanes striking the US within a
matter of weeks, so this might be a
good opportunity to reflect on such ‘acts of God’.
The term is, at least in current usage, legal (rather than theological) and
especially common in the field of insurance to describe events beyond the
reach of human control or carelessness. I always thought it was not quite
fair to God restrict the phrase to storms, floods, and similar calamities
when sunshine` and gentle breezes are equally attributable to him, but one
rarely has occasion to insure against those situations. The new emphasis
on human-caused Global Warming Climate Change* and the tendency to
blame its effects for the major storms of the past decade or so may well
reflect an urge to be fairer to God.
Before I comment any further on this a caveat is in order: My scholarly
background in meteorology or any of the related sciences (e.g. physics,
chemistry, and geology) is minimal; in any discussion of this topic I am at
best an interested – and sometimes misinformed – amateur. For this
reason I find it difficult to evaluate the often contradictory statements that I
encounter on the subject. But I do believe that such change is real, and
that for more than thirty years it has involved
warming, though that has been gradual for the last
decade.†
On the specific issue of hurricanes, it is clear that
the current season has produced what is probably a
record number of major (category 3 and above)
hurricanes with two of them striking the USA while at
that level, and a third which still could strike the
northeast. However many newscasts pointed out that
these large storms have been less frequent over the
past twenty years than in similar earlier periods. It
does seem likely though that the particularly high
winds of Irma and Jose are a result of higher water temperatures (and note
that Irma rapidly lost force when its center left
o you have a question you
the coast and veered onto central Florida).
would like answered by our A major question is how much climate change
Scholar-in-Residence? Send your
is anthropogenic (based on human activity).
ecclesiastical, liturgical, doctrinal,
Data, including measurements based on ice
historical or other inquiries to:
cores drilled in Greenland and Antarctica, and
Stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com.
(Continued on page 16)

D
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(Continued from page 15)

going back more than 10,000 years, do suggest a strong correlation
between CO2 and higher temperatures, but often show a lag with
temperature increases preceding higher CO2 levels. This suggests to me
that CO2 is not a necessary cause of
warming – before the industrial
revolution the major source of
atmospheric CO2 seems to have been
its release from water warmed by
other means – but in the last century
or so human activity has become a
major source of this gas. I suspect
that even when it followed a period of
warming it would have extended that
trend; with increased atmospheric
concentrations it may well have an
increased causative effect.
I would conclude by noting that
temperature has always varied in
cycles; and I doubt that that pattern has been repealed, though it may have
been modified. Besides, there are many ways in which warmer is better:
deserts shrink and forests grow, growing seasons become longer increasing
harvests, polar bears seem to be doing quite nicely, and Diane and I are not
alone in seeking to move further south. Finally, I think the best reaction is
still to look both ways before crossing the street .
- Fr. Bill Loring, Scholar in Residence
*

†
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The trend over the last few years to substitute the rather vague ‘Climate Change’ for the
more concrete ‘Warming’ seems to imply a lack of confidence in some of the claims that
are offered. More positively it places it in a context of temperature and other variations
which can be traced, largely through geological indications, for millions of years.
Rather than burden this less than scholarly discussion with footnotes, I have chosen to
list the two websites I have used most heavily, and which seem to give a fairly balanced
picture when taken together.
https://wattsupwiththat.com/. Th is is no t a ‘den ier’ s ite, bu t is s keptic al of
m any of the c laims m ade by the warm is ts. One pag e (no t e as ily f ound f rom
the home p age) d iscus ses the issue of CO 2 in s ome d e tail .
h ttps:/ / www. ske ptic alsc ie nce.com/ . The s keptic ism here is d ir ec ted
pr im ar il y at an y den ial of the s er iousness, much les s the s im ple f ac t, of
warm ing.

† Art in the Christian Tradition
Shelter Solution with Fence and Sign
2007
by behavior324

IF

the
way
that God works
was fair, we
would be in a
heap of trouble.
If the way God
works was fair,
we would find
ourselves lost
and alone with
no clear
direction of
where to go. If
the way God
works was fair,
we wouldn't
have a Christ
who was
executed though
innocent. It
ain't fair. And,
we should be so
very thankful
that it isn't.

Social Media Sunday 2017 (#SMS17) is this Sunday!
et ready to pick up
G
your digital
devices for Social Media
Sunday (#SMS17),
September 24.
This event started in
2013 at Trinity Episcopal
Church in Tariffville as a
way for parishioners to
use devices to share
their life of faith with
the digital world.
It has since grown to
include Christians and
people of faith
everywhere.
Join this Facebook
group for resources to
help your parish
community prepare.
And if you don't
believe your church
needs to be online,
check out this blog by
David Hansen, a pastor
with a Lutheran church
in Texas.
Be the church online!
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† Strange Workings

G

od heard the cries of his people and with a mighty arm and many wonders delivered
them from their bondage in Egypt. In the wilderness, suffering from burning thirst
and wrenching hunger, the people complained against Moses and Aaron. Again, God heard,
and sent quail for their evening meat, and manna for their morning meal. Deliverance from
slavery in Egypt and the giving of
food in the wilderness; two great
stories told again and again. The
people will proclaim and sing the
deeds of God among his people, all
his wonderful works, his miracles,
his judgments (Ps. 105:1-5). “Egypt
was glad when they departed, for
dread of them has fallen upon it. …
They asked, and he brought quails,
and gave them food from heaven in
abundance” (Ps. 105:38, 40). Who
is like the Lord our God who sets us
free and then gives evening meat
and morning Eucharist?
The infusion of grace and the
response of faith may say such
things. On a purely natural level,
however, the mighty works of God
may seem less wondrous, may not
even be noticed. Consider the
manna from heaven. “Manna is the honey-like dropping from the tamarisk tree of Palestine
and Sinai,” says the New Jerome Biblical Commentary. “The droppings from the tamarisk
are secretions from two kinds of scale lice, which suck large quantities of liquid from the
twigs in spring in order to collect nitrogen for their grubs. It contains glucose and fructose
but no protein and cannot be harvested in quantity.” The words droppings, secretions, lice,
and grubs conjure something other than the domestic warmth of homemade bread. No
wonder, when seeing this meal from heaven, the people of God said, “What is it?”
Alternately, it could be a statement: “It is manna!” The deepest truth lies perhaps in the
middle: “It is — what is it?”
God has spoken: “I am who I am” (Ex. 3:14), the I am who creates. God creates “a fine
flaky substance, as fine as frost on the ground,” and, through his servant Moses, explains: “It
is the bread that the Lord has given you to eat” (Ex. 16:15). Take, eat, this is my body, this
is the bread I give. The food is strange, as are the many works of God. God is ever working,
but may not be noticed. God gives, and it is faith, also a gift, that sees sustenance in strange
things given. “His greatness is unsearchable” (Ps. 145:3). God is freedom and food in
precisely the way he ordains.
If the inscrutable workings of God are pulled within the orbit of a narrow logic, the
wonders of God will seem predictable and the election of his people justified. Nothing will
seem odd, nothing strange. When God is so domesticated, those who confess their love of
God may be quite startled to see him move in ways unanticipated, even resent the freedom
of divine election and mercy. God saved the people of Nineveh long ago, but Jonah
complained. “O Lord! Is not this what I said while I was still in my own country?” (Jonah
4:2). Jonah preferred death to the mercy of God over this foreign city.
“The kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who went out early in the morning to hire
laborers for his vineyard” (Matt. 20:1). Thus far we are at ease. At the end of the day,
however, having recruited laborers throughout the day, the landowner gives to each a full
day’s wage. To those who bore the heat of the day, this seems unfair. But is not God utterly
free to elect and to save?
Look It Up
Read Matthew 20:16.
Think About It
It doesn’t make sense.
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“...are you envious because I am generous?” Do we spend more time lamenting our
personal scarcity than being grateful and thankful for all we have been given and responding
accordingly? It is certainly true that we can’t begin to “out-give” God, but would our lives
perhaps be more contented and feel more
blessed if we decided to be first-fruits or “I
can’t wait to give” donors to the life and
ministry to which God has called all of us?
Remember, Baptism tells us we are “marked”
as Christ’s own forever.” How do you
respond to that gift?

Social media is the new greeter
at your church
- it greets people all day every
day, not just on Sundays!
Name Tags - Remember how
awkward you felt when you first
came to St. Paul’s because you
didn’t know anyone or when you
visit a different church? Name tags
help. So, please be courteous to your fellow
parishioners, to newcomers, visiting clergy and
guests by extending a warm welcome to them and by
wearing your name tag. And remember to wear
them to coffee hour as well.

COFFEE HOUR HOSTS
Sept 24th 8 am - Robin Powell
Oct 1st 8 am - Ann & Dave Allen
Oct 8th 8 am - Joyce & John Sarver

10:30 am - Christine Domareck
10:30 am - Laurie DoBosh
10:30 am - Barbieri’s
Contact Mary Allen at
203-775-6633 or
chamla@charter.net.
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† This Sunday’s Readings
God’s Radical Generosity
Exodus 16:2-15
e hear the story of God’s feeding of the people in the wilderness. The Israelites are
full of complaints and now think they would prefer slavery and death in Egypt to
their present difficulties. The Lord appears to them and promises sustenance, but also a test,
for they will only be given food on a day-to-day basis. It is possible to explain the food in
natural terms; the flock of quail provide flesh and the secretion of insects the bread-like
substance. But the point of the narrative is that God provides. The Israelites call the bread
manna (perhaps from words meaning “What is this?).
Psalm 105:1-6, 37-45
Matthew 20:1-16
A hymn of praise celebrating God’s forming of a people through the
Where 2 or 3 are gathered
generations.
together - in families,
Philippians 1:21-30
In this reading Paul tells the Philippians that he would prefer to be with
friends, or church - the
Christ beyond death, but he recognizes that he still has good work to do in
challenge is always: How
this earthly life. The passage suggests that Paul had reason to think his
will we deal with envy when
death might be near, perhaps by martyrdom. He looks forward to a closer
union with Christ, but believes it more likely that he will be able to visit the
God is generous with some
Philippians again. Either way, he asks that they live in a manner worthy of
but not all.
the gospel and stand firm in unity with one another.
Matthew 20:1-16
Our gospel is the story of the laborers in the vineyard, who are all paid the same wage
despite their different hours of work. Like most parables, this story can have many meanings,
as have been given to it in the life of the church. On one level is suggests that nobody can
presume on God’s grace, so often extended to those who may see the least deserving. The
parable deliberately flies in the face of normal expectations. It offers a clue pointing to God’s
extraordinary evenhandedness in dealing with people quite apart from human ideas about
their
merit.
Jesus may
have told it
in defense
of his own
sharing in
the lives of
the
outcast.
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† Pick Up Your Copy Today!
Synthesis CE Study Guides for each weeks readings will
be available at the back of the church.

† Sermon Shorts

“F

orgiveness Which Knows No Boundaries.”
To replay all our sermons, audio and videos
follow this link for the Sunday Sermons. Check out
our Sermon Archives as well.
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† Your Prayers Are Requested For…

t is such an intimate time when praying for the health and well being of others and
such a privilege. The people that we lift up to The Lord are part of our hearts for all
time. Please pray for…
.....Fr. George Hall, Brenda Darling, Jean Stauffer, and
other parishioners convalescing in extended care facilities.
.....Christ Church, Trumbull; Grace Church, Trumbull;
Trinity, Trumbull.
.....Revival at St. Paul’s and the greater Danbury area.
.....Youth and youth ministries; J2A, Confirm Not Conform,
and all other confirmation classes and other programs that
challenge youth to grow in their faith & discipleship.
.....Ginny Beck, Clayton Ferry, Gary Stein, Joe & Barbara Hock, Sue Balla, Rose
Barrett, Lorraine Estok, Jim Megura, Jay Lawrence, Alex, Teresa Stacchiotti, Mary
DeAnzeris, Paul Kovacs, Michele Sarver, Denise & Lee Rybos, continued healing.
.....the people of Djibouti; the people of the Kingdom of Spain; the Diocese of Sialkot (Pakistan) The Rt Revd Alwin John Samuel; and our sister and brother members of the
Canadian and American Reformed Churches.
.....Christians in the Middle East facing persecution at the hands of ISIS forces. Pray also
for radical Muslims throughout the world to come to know Jesus Christ.
.....Michael for protection from mortar attacks in Somalia with the UN peacekeeping
service.
…..St. James’ Episcopal Church, Danbury and their Daily Bread Food Pantry, which is the
recipient of our food basket collections during the month of September.
.....Elmer Palma, Elmer’s Diner, Danbury, a marketplace
partner of the Jericho Partnership.
.....Rhonda, healing of cancer.
.....the Good Use of Leisure.
.....Cathy Schrull, healing, and peace and comfort during
her treatments.
.....Susan, complete healing & recovery from her cancer
treatments.
.....Everyone affected by Hurricanes Harvey, Irma, Jose
and Maria and the ongoing recovery efforts.
…..Sandy Chaleski, complete recovery from knee surgery.
…..Bill Beattie, founder and chairman of the Jericho
Partnership, complete healing of Multiple Myeloma.

† This & That & Links

(Click on pictures or red links for more info)

Links We Like
Things That Make
You Think
Back Issues of Sword
Points

Parable of the
Vineyard
Workers
“I was cool with it.”
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Just For Fun !

(And Christian Fellowship)

Youth Group
Mission Trip
auction item fo
Took all summ
llow through!
er to make it ha
!!
ppen....pricele
ss!!!

Random Fact of the Week!
Did you know ... Samsung originally sold
noodles? It wasn’t until 1970 that they
started selling electronics.

†

It Takes An Editorial Board
Contributors to this Weeks
Sword Points:

M

ary Allen, Sue Balla, Chris Barrett,
Larry Creagh, Carol Ferro, Steve
Hemming, Diane Loring, Bill Loring, Lois
Hunt, Dori
McManus, Beth
Miller, Nicole
O’Connors, Patrick
O’Connors, Mary
Perry, Ken Perry,
Kirsten Peterson,
Debbi Pomeroy, Joe
Shepley, Tara
Shepley, David Szen,
Ron Switzer, John
Tuthill, Don Winkley
and Gail Winkley.
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