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Dear Friends,
The changing season of fall surrounding us reflects the ongoing
changes within us. While change can be difficult, it is inevitable,
for what does not grow will die. As the church, our call is to
steady change that is dynamic, hopeful and life-giving, and our
parish mission of "Transforming Lives Through Jesus Christ"
signals such change.
The moon is 400 times smaller than the
sun, yet this past summer, the moon had
the capacity to eclipse the sun. As a
spiritual community, imagine how we
might make a difference in the world by
changing, while remaining firm on the
foundation of Christ, who is the same
yesterday, today and forever (Hebrews
13:8)? The more we think of ourselves
as part of "we" rather than "me," the
deeper we will enter into the mystical
unity of the Body of Christ.
We are in the midst of change in various forms: new faces, new
ministries, and new life rising up. Let's prayerfully follow God's
lead as we get into position in this time, remembering that there
is a season for all things (Ecclesiastes 3:1), and we are poised to
see God make all things new.
St. Paul’s Church
Faithfully,

174 Whisconier Road
Brookfield, Connecticut 06804
(203) 775-9587

www.SaintPaulsBrookfield.com
The Rev. Joseph Shepley, Rector
Beth Miller, Parish Office Coordinator
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speaks about John the Baptist to
J esus
those who “have it made.” They
didn’t listen to John’s message which
advocated for justice. However, says Jesus,
the tax collectors and prostitutes did. And
they (as we all know) didn’t “have it
made.” Are there connections between
stewardship and justice? You be the judge.
Which of the following Hebrew words means "testing?"
a) Massah b) Meribah c) Manna
Exodus 17:7 NIV

† Happy Birthday to You!
David Palmer, Gary Pilcher & Joe Shepley celebrate
today! Friday is the big day for Abby Onorato, Beth
Means & John Guglielmo. Throw a party on Sunday for
Amanda Brink, Barbara DeAnzeris & Julia Galdino.
Bake a cake for Diane Loring on Wednesday. Have a
blessed day everyone!

† This Week at St. Paul’s
Thu, Sept 28 Fri, Sept 29 Sat, Sept 30 Sun, Oct 1

-

Mon, Oct 2 Tue, Oct 3

-

Wed, Oct 4 Thu, Oct 5 Sat, Oct 7

-

Sun, Oct 8

-

7:30 pm

-

Music Night, Sanctuary

St. Michael & All Angels
7:30 am
7:30 am
10:00 am

-

Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Crocker Hall
John 21:12 Group, Theo’s Diner, New Milford
NW Region Hike, West Cornwall

Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost
8:00 am
9:30 am
10:30 am
10:30 am
10:00 am
7:00 pm
7:00 pm
9:15 am
6:45 pm
10:00 am
7:30 pm
7:30 pm
7:30 pm
7:30 am
7:30 am
10:00 am

-

Traditional Holy Communion (LiveStream) (Facebook)
Rector’s Forum, Guild Room
Sunday School
Contemporary Holy Communion (LiveStream) (Facebook)
Christian Caring, Guild Room
Stephen Ministry, Guild Room
Men’s Bible Study, Crocker Hall (LiveStream) (Facebook)
Ladies Bible Study, Guild Room
Boy Scout Troop #5, Crocker Hall
Holy Communion & Healing
Mission Committee, Guild Room
Property Committee, Classroom
Music Night, Sanctuary
Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Crocker Hall
John 21:12 Group, Theo’s Diner, New Milford
PraiseMoves, Crocker Hall

Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost
8:00 am
9:30 am
10:30 am
10:30 am

-

Traditional Holy Communion (LiveStream) (Facebook)
Rector’s Forum, Guild Room
Sunday School
Contemporary Holy Communion (LiveStream) (Facebook)
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† God’s Gym
"...continue to work out your salvation with fear and trembling.

- Philippians 2:12 (International Standard Version)
by John Tuthill

H

ave you ever wondered about growing spiritually? Do
you ever feel like you are walking the same old
circular ground again and again on your walk with Jesus? The
Bible tells about being transformed (2 Corinthians 3:18) and
quite often we even hear others talking about about how
amazingly and radically changed their lives have
become in Jesus. In Philippians 2:12-14
(included in one of the readings this
Sunday) Paul offers some very helpful
clarity about what is going on with our
spiritual growth - rather than being only a series
of ups-and-downs he shows our growth is more a mater of
ins-and-outs; meaning that God is doing the work "in" us
while we doing our "work out." This flips on its head the type
of work done in any earthly gym - because there, the work is
all our own - and for only temporary gains! But spiritual
growth is toward becoming more and more like our Lord
Jesus Christ. The Holy Spirit is working in us (Philippians
2:13) while at the same time we are promised to be "given
everything that we need" (2 Peter 1:3-8) to act in the ways
more and more like Christ.
Part of what we're given that makes
us able to "work out" and to grow is knowing more and more about
Him. This is especially through regular reading and discussing with
our brothers and sisters about God as found in His Word the Bible.
For example, our Sunday school classes have been learning
intentionally about the two lists found in Galatians 5; we focus on
what could simply be called the "good" list (vs. 5:22-23) which is the
"fruit of the Spirit" and that is in direct contrast with the "bad" list,
(vs. 19-21) also called the "acts of the flesh." By these, a Christian
can look both backward and forward in life to see specifically what
growth has happened and what is yet to come.
Being a "new creature in Christ", (so says 2 Corinthians 5:17) the
Holy Spirit dwells in believers (John 14:16-17) - the old habits and
slavery to the "acts of the flesh" gives way as growth to being more
like Christ everyday is made a reality. Looking at it as an on-going growth, what a blessing
to know it is all for the purpose of being with the Lord in His Kingdom with no end when
our time is ready. In the , meantime God wants us to ask Him to increase our knowledge
and our faith in Him - knowing Him better so that we are always able to make Him better
known to others. With the gift of the Holy Spirit, the chains of sin are cut and the debt of
guilt is paid - nothing needs to remain in our way to always becoming more and more like
our Savior.
Thanks be to God!
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† Seek After the Lord, Not Things

by Steve Hemming

“But seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness, and all these things
shall be added to you.”
Matthew 6:33

T

hroughout this month, I have attended several retirement planning sessions that were
offered at my workplace. What stood out as the common thread among all the
seminars, was recognizing the need to control my expenditures in order to have sufficient
funds to live on after I retire. Not only was this practical advice, the Lord also used the
information I garnered to convict me of my poor spending habits.
I have to confess that throughout my lifetime, I have purchased many things that I didn’t
need. While by the grace of God I’ve been obedient in tithing and generous with my
resources, I have struggled with impulsive buying.
Nowhere in the Bible does it condone the accumulation of wealth and possessions. In
fact, one of the more sobering passages that addresses this subject can be found in 1
Timothy 6:7-10:
“For we brought nothing into this world, and it is certain we can carry nothing out. And
having food and clothing, with these we shall be
content. But those who desire to be rich fall into
temptation and a snare, and into many foolish
and harmful lusts which drown men in
destruction and perdition. For the love of
money is a root of all kinds of evil, for which
some have strayed from the faith in their
greediness, and pierced themselves through with
many sorrows.”
Our Lord Jesus Christ tells us in Luke 12:15;
“Take heed and beware of covetousness, for
one’s life does not consist in the abundance of
the things he possesses.” In Colossians 3:5, the
Apostle Paul doesn’t mince words when he
states that covetousness is idolatry. Covetous is
the desire to have more, to increase in quantity,
eager for gain, greediness.
There are no happy endings for those who
are driven to acquire more and more belongings.
In Mark 8:36 Jesus asks, “For what will it profit
a man if he gains the whole world, and loses his own soul?” Paul goes even further to say
those who are covetous will not inherit the kingdom of God (1 Corinthians 6:10).
There is no inherent value whatsoever in gathering more stuff. On the contrary, if we
seek the Lord first as recorded in Matthew 6:33 above, we’ll have everything we need:
All Our Needs Will Be Met – “And my God shall supply all your need
according to His riches in glory by Christ Jesus.” (Philippians 4:19)
God Will Always Be Our Portion – “Whom have I in heaven but You? And
there is none upon earth that I desire besides You. My flesh and my heart fail; but
God is the strength of my heart and my portion forever.” (Psalm 73:25-26)
We’ll Receive the Desires of Our Heart – “Delight yourself also in the Lord,
and He shall give you the desires of your heart.” (Psalm 37:4)
Every Perfect Gift Will Come From Our Father – “Every good gift and every
perfect gift is from above, and comes down from the Father of lights, with whom
there is no variation or shadow of turning.” (James 1:17)
In the Presence of the Lord, We Will Be Content – “Let your conduct be
without covetousness; be content with such things as you have. For He Himself has
said, “I will never leave you nor forsake you.” (Hebrews 13:5)
It is important that we learn to live in the moment, be grateful for what we already have,
and cease striving to gain more things. If we stockpile too many possessions, we will run
(Continued on page 6)
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Seek After the Lord, Not Things

(Continued from page 5)

the risk of “disowning” God. Agur, the author of Proverbs 30, aptly addresses this concern
in verses 8-9; “Give me neither poverty nor riches - Feed me with the food allotted to me;
Lest I be full and deny You, and say, “Who is the Lord?” Or lest I be poor and steal, and
profane the name of my God.”
In closing, consider the words Jesus spoke
in Matthew 6:19-21; “Do not lay up for
yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and
rust destroy and where thieves break in and
steal; but lay up for yourselves treasures in
heaven, where neither moth nor rust destroys
and where thieves do not break in and steal.
For where your treasure is, there your heart
will be also.” Where is your heart? Fixed on
earthly treasures? Or, upon heavenly
treasures?

“Incline my heart to Your testimonies,
and not to covetousness. Turn away my
eyes from looking at worthless things, and
revive me in Your way.”
Psalm 119:36-37

T

† You Can Help

he second Saturday of each month a group from St. Paul’s
volunteers at the Jericho Food & Clothing Pantry on Spring
Street in Danbury. Please consider signing up by emailing Laurie
DoBosh ldobosh@tcco.com. The pantry is also looking for donations
of reusable grocery bags and plastic bags for the clients to put their
food in. We are also looking for coloring books and crayons for the
children who come with their parents to the pantry (gently used is
accepted) and travel size toiletries you usually find at hotels are also
needed. Please place donations in Crocker Hall bin marked Jericho
(left hand brown bin).

† Transforming Stewardship
“Do nothing out of selfishness; rather, humbly regard others as more
important than yourselves…”
- Philippians 2:3

P

ride and ego are hard things to control. We see how others act or
dress and think we are superior to them. We idolize our own selfimage. But, if we truly believe everything is a gift from God, we recognize
all the people that God has put in our lives as gifts! We are grateful for
how they enrich our lives. Pray every day for the people in your life.

The Sacristans for October are
Doreen McManus and Gail Winkley.
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† This Date on the Church Calendar
Friday, September 29th

St. Michael & All Angels

T

he scriptural word “angel” (Greek: angelos) means, literally, a messenger.
Messengers from God can be visible or invisible, and may assume human or nonhuman forms. Christians have always felt themselves to be attended by healthful
spirits - swift, powerful, and enlightening. Those beneficent spirits are often
depicted in Christian art in human form, with wings to signify their swiftness
and spacelessness, with swords to signify their power, and with dazzling raiment
to signify their ability to enlighten. Unfortunately, this type of pictorial
representation has led many to dismiss the angels as “just another mythical
beast, like the unicorn, the griffin, or the sphinx.”
Of the many angels spoken of in the Bible, only
four are called by name: Michael, Gabriel, Uriel, and
Raphael. The Archangel Michael is the powerful
agent of God who wards off evil from God’s people,
and delivers peace to them at the end of this life’s
mortal struggle. “Michaelmas,” as his feast is called
in England, has long been one of the popular
celebrations of the Christian Year in many parts of
the world.
Michael is the patron saint of countless churches,
including Mont Saint-Michel, the monastery fortress
off the coast of Normandy that figured so prominently in medieval English history, and
Coventry Cathedral, England’s most famous modern church building, rising from the ashes
of the most devastating war of our time.

† The Lord Is About to Answer

T

he Men’s Bible Study meets every Monday night at 7 pm in
Crocker Hall. In chapters 36 & 37 of the Book of Job Elihu
has proclaimed God’s greatness and Majesty. This week we awaitthe
Lord’s answer. As always, the discussion and testimony is a blessing
to all. Attend in person or follow it on LiveStream or Facebook Live.

The
Rector’s
Forum
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The Rector’s Forum meets every Sunday in the Guild
Room between services at 9:30 am. It is currently studying
Romans. The study of the Book of Romans has often proven
to be a life-changing exercise. Throughout the history of the
church, lives have been radically transformed through the
impact of Paul’s Epistle to the Romans.
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† St Paul’s Collects More than $6,500 for
Hurricane Relief Efforts

T

hrough our three-week Kettle
Drive we have now collected a
total to $6,517.74! God is Good!
What a Parish we have been blessed
with!
While the kettles have been
removed, checks made to St Paul’s
with “Salvation Army” in memo line
will still be appreciated! The need
has not gone away.

† Transforming Saints of God
Thursday, September 28th

Richard Rolle, 1349
Walter Hilton, 1396
Margaret Kempe, c 1440
Mystics

R

ichard Rolle, Walter Hilton, and Margery Kempe were three early
and prominent figures associated with Christian mysticism in the
Church of England.
Richard Rolle was an English hermit about whose early life we know
little. At the age of 18 he gave up his studies at Oxford for the ascetic
life out of which grew a ministry of prayer, writing, and spiritual
direction. Rolle lived his final years near the Cistercian convent near
Hampole. Among his chief writings are several scriptural commentaries,
some theological writings originally written in Latin and translated into
English, and many poems. Though criticized by many for promoting a highly subjective
form of religion, he was an ardent defender of the contemplative life he practiced.
Similarly, we know little of the early life of Walter Hilton, though
evidence suggests that he studied at Cambridge. Hilton spent time as a
hermit before becoming an Augustinian canon at Thurgarton Priory in
Nottinghamshire late in the fourteenth century. In his great work, The
Scale of Perfection, he develops his understanding of the “luminous
darkness” which marks the transition between self-love and the love of
God. Similarities between his work and The Cloud of Unknowing have convinced some to
attribute that latter work to him. Hilton’s spirituality and writings were highly influential on
figures such as Anselm of Canterbury.
Margery Kempe, who wrote the book bearing her name, and from which we attain most
of our knowledge of her, was a mystic who experienced intense visions
followed by a period of emotional disturbance, subsequent to which she
went on pilgrimage to Canterbury. She later made pilgrimages to the Holy
Land and to Santiago de Compostela and was encouraged in her efforts by
Julian of Norwich. She describes these travels as well as her mystical
experiences in the Book of Margery Kempe. In it, she describes long periods
of consciousness of and communion with Jesus, experiences that developed
in her deep compassion of the sins of humanity.

W

Ashes of a Blaze

hen the race is ended, and the play is either won or lost, and ye are in the utmost
circle and border of time, and shall put your foot within the march of eternity, all
the good things of your short nightdream shall seem to you like ashes of a blaze of thorns or
straw.
- Rev. Samuel Rutherford
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To Every Season...notes from the garden

B

efore we change the tall pots to autumn mums, you may
want to run your fingers through the herbs that have
enjoyed their sunny spot of glory. The variegated leaves
are from a pineapple mint, small leaves are lemon thyme, larger green
leaves (with some purple flowers) are Italian oregano and finally a bit
of fern-leaf lavender, the bit of canna was for contrast. We are drying
some of the herbs to offer at a coffee hour in the future, and we will
plant some in the memorial garden to enjoy for summers to come.
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Holy Land Revisited

I

† The Dead Sea Scrolls 

n 1946, near a desolate spot in the Judean desert known as Khirbet Qumran, a
Bedouin teenager crawled into a cave and discovered multiple clay jars that he
hoped were filled with treasure. He was disappointed when what he found inside
was just some old scrolls. These old scrolls they turned out to be more valuable than
treasure though, and this teenage boys accidental discovery exploded into an 11-year search
that produced almost 900 different manuscripts. He didn’t find the treasure teenage boy
dreams of, but he did make
archaeological history. It
was the greatest biblical
manuscript discovery of all
time because the scrolls
confirmed the reliability of
the Old Testament!
The manuscripts range
from full scrolls to tiny
fragments, written on
papyrus, parchment, and
bronze. They are written in
Hebrew, Greek, and
Aramaic, and can be
divided into two categories:
biblical books (Isaiah,
Jeremiah, Psalms, etc.) and
non-biblical books
(prayers, legal, and endtime documents). The
initial scrolls were in such
great shape that buyers doubted they were actually ancient. The scrolls were most likely
hidden in this near perfect environment when word came of the approaching Roman army
bent on crushing the Jewish Revolt (66-73 A.D.). The next question: who wrote them?
The manuscripts and the ruins nearby revealed it
was the Essenes, a separatist sect of Jews who had
retreated into the wilderness, and among other things,
painstakingly transcribed the Scriptures over several
years. The incident that led to their departure from
traditional Judaism in Jerusalem was most likely that
their leader, the Teacher of Righteousness, was
threatened, toppled, or killed. The Essenes had been
a mystery, but we know now that they were a strict
community that adhered to the Torah, looked for the
imminent coming of the Messiah, and were therefore
apocalyptic in their Spartan lifestyle. The scrolls also
divulged that they saw themselves as the only true
Israel still faithful to the Law. Whatever they
thought, we are in their debt because every book of
the Old Testament (except Esther) is represented in
(Continued on page 13)
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(Continued from page 12)

The Dead Sea Scrolls

their stockpile of scrolls, a truly significant find!
The scrolls are also significant because they
are the oldest group of Old Testament manuscripts
ever found. Before they were discovered, the
oldest complete Hebrew Bible was dated to 1008
A.D. The oldest biblical Qumran scroll is from
about 250 B.C., and the latest to 68 A.D., which is
exciting because the closer to the time of the
manuscript’s origins and the actual event
recorded, the more reliable the text (a huge
corroborating factor in ancient textual criticism).
To fully appreciate this gigantic time leap with the
Dead Sea Scrolls we need to first understand the
two primary questions that guide linguistic
scholar’s textual criticisms:
• How many copies are there to examine and
compare?
• How close in time are the oldest copies to the originals?
Obviously the more copies that exist, and the closer in time the copies are to the original,
the more accurate the results. Ancient works like Josephus or Thucydides are rarely
questioned as being authentic in authorship or content, but Josephus has only nine copies
(400 years later) and Thucydides has only eight copies (1,300 years later).
The next non-biblical document in significant copies would be Homer’s Iliad with 643.
That’s it. All the other major works of note from ancient history such as Plato (7), Caesar
(10), Pliny (7), Euripides (9), Tacitus (20), and Herodotus (8) are 20 copies or less, and
usually much less! Only Sophocles (193) and Aristotle (49) have more than 20. The Old
Testament, however, has over 10,000 copies (and the Qumran scrolls place it at only 150
years after the recorded event–Malachi in 400 B.C.)! In literary circles, this is known as a
knockout in the first round. Incidentally, the New Testament has an incredible 25,000
copies–5,664 Greek and 19,000 non-Greek–and well under 100 years after the events.
The Dead Sea Scrolls do vary slightly from later manuscripts of the Hebrew Bible, but
scholars aren’t concerned by these spelling and copying variants because they have little
theological impact, really none, and the original meaning of the text is unchanged. The most
important scroll discovery is a nearly complete Isaiah that only had about a dozen minor
variants and almost matches the earliest copies from 900-1000 A.D. perfectly! This is a
tremendous testimony to the Hebrew scribes who copied the Scriptures over the centuries,
and a tremendous boost to scholarly confidence in the original words about Old Testament
events that were then recorded for us.
The ruins of the Qumran community where the Essenes lived can be visited today and
are always a stop on our pilgrimages. The excavations revealed pools that were used for
ritual baths, cisterns, storehouses, and a large meeting hall. The most interesting room is the
Scriptorium, where two inkwells
were found with benches for
scribes to do their work. This
room is probably where many of
the manuscripts were copied and
some real history was made.
When history was made by the
Wright brothers with the discovery
of flight, Orville Wright said, “Isn't
it astounding that these secrets
have been preserved for all of
those years just so we can discover
them?” How much more
astounding the discovery of the
clay jars that held these biblical
treasures?
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Coming Next Summer!
Are you ready to travel to the Biblical land of the
Pharaohs, Jacob, Joseph, and Israel during the famine?
Plans are underway for another awesome Christian
pilgrimage. This time to Egypt with a Nile River cruise
and a climb up Mount Sinai. There will be options for
those who haven’t been to Jordan and Israel as well.
Details coming soon.

T

here is going to be a hike and picnic lunch on Saturday,
September 30th from 10-1 that was planned by a couple of
folks from different Episcopal churches in the NW CT Region.
Click here for more details as we head up to the Housatonic
Meadows State Park, Pine Knob Loop trail head, West Cornwall.
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† Art in the Christian Tradition

Moses Gets Water Out of the Rocks
1626-1679
Jan Havicksz. Stten

W

hen Moses hits the rock with his stick, water pours out of it, just like God had told
him. The Israelites greet it with joy, thirsty as they are on their journey through
the desert. Moses feared they would deny
his leadership if he could not give them
water.
A painter from the Northern Netherlands,
Steen was born in Leiden, where he was
raised in a prosperous catholic family. He
received his first painting lessons from the
German Nicolaes Knupfer (1603–1660),
who lived in Utrecht.
In 1648 became a student of the
landscape painter Jan van Goyen, in The
Hague. The next year Steen married Van
Goyen's daughter Margriet. The couple had
eight children.
After The Hague Steen worked and lived
in several cities: Delft, Warmond, Haarlem,
before returning to his native Leiden in
1670.
His most important subject was daily
life. His vivid depiction of domestic scenes
survives even today in the Dutch proverb a
Jan Steen household, meaning a busy and
somewhat messy scene. Steen's works are
noted for their rich colors. Among his c. 800
works also are historic paintings, biblical
work, still lifes, portraits and landscapes.
Some 350 works have survived the ages.
Steen died in Leiden.

Altar Guild to Hold Annual Meeting
Members of Saint Paul's Altar Guild will
gather together in the Guild Room on
Monday, October 23rd, at 6:30 pm for
a Potluck Supper and Annual
Meeting. Each member attending is
asked to please bring their favorite
casserole, salad or dessert to share.
New members will be welcomed, new or
changed procedures will be reviewed,
Sacristans' responsibilities for 2018 will be
assigned, and there will be a question and
answer period. Please join with us for an
evening of Christian fellowship and sharing.
New members are always welcome.
R.S.V.P. to Gail Winkley, 203-775-3343
or gailwinkley@yahoo.com by
Friday, October 20th.
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There’s another vineyard parable which is also reflected in a favorite hymn,
“Come Labor On” (Hymnal #541). Stanza 2 says in part: “Come labor on…no
arm so weak but may do service here. By feeblest
agents may our God fulfill, his righteous will.
There’s plenty of work and support needed. All
of us are called. And the hymn ends with the
promise of a wonderful commendation: “…and a
glad sound comes with the setting sun; Servants,
well done.” Isn’t that what we all hope to hear?
Sunday, Nov. 5, is the International Day of Prayer for the
Persecuted Church
The most common request of persecuted Christians is that we
pray for them. On this important day, join thousands of others
across the United States and around the world in prayer for our
persecuted brothers and sisters.

Name Tags - Remember how
awkward you felt when you first
came to St. Paul’s because you
didn’t know anyone or when you
visit a different church? Name
tags help. So, please be courteous to your fellow
parishioners, to newcomers, visiting clergy and
guests by extending a warm welcome to them and
by wearing your name tag. And remember to wear
them to coffee hour as well.

COFFEE HOUR HOSTS
Oct 1st 8 am - Ann & Dave Allen
Oct 8th 8 am - Joyce & John Sarver
Oct 15th 8 am - Pat Brought

10:30 am - Laurie DoBosh
10:30 am - Barbieri’s
10:30 am - DiSanti/Pascoa
Contact Mary Allen at
203-775-6633 or
chamla@charter.net.
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† This Sunday’s Readings
Authentic Response to God
Exodus 17:1-7
n our Hebrew Bible story the people are at the point of rebellion because they are
without water in the wilderness. Moses decries their readiness to challenge the Lord
through their lack of trust, and he asks God what is to be done. The Lord instructs Moses to
strike a rock with his staff so that water will pour from it. This place he named Massah
(meaning Challenge) and Meribah (meaning Dispute).
Psalm 78:1-4, 12-16
The psalm recalls Israel’s trial and the Lord’s sustaining brace in the
Matthew 21:23-32
wilderness after the escape from Egypt.
It is we who are sitting in
Philippians 2:1-13
church who SAY (and
In this reading Paul bids the new disciples to be of one mind in love,
knowing how Christ Jesus accepted the condition of a servant and was
sing and pray) many things.
obedient to the point of death. We now confess him as Lord and are called
But this text puts the focus
to an obedient working out of our faith. Central to this passage is a poem
on what we actually DO.
which may have been adapted from the hopes for a savior of a people who
did not yet know Jesus. He has fulfilled humanity’s dream of one who will
Just exactly what is it that
share fully in the mortal condition. Now the Lord is known personally we do after we leave church
Jesus. His followers must work out their salvation while discovering that
on Sunday? Ouch.
God is active in them for his loving purpose.
Matthew 21:23-32
In a response to a question about authority, Jesus tells a parable of two sons who obeyed
their father differently, and he indicates that it is the same with those who are apparently
obedient and disobedient in this age. Both John the Baptist and Jesus offered their message
of repentance and the hope of the kingdom to all. It was the seeming outcasts who most
genuinely responded. Then and now it is not a popular idea to suggest that such persons have
priority over those who are established in their religion. Action is the test of obedience.

I

† Pick Up Your Copy Today!
Synthesis CE Study Guides for each weeks readings will
be available at the back of the church.

† Sermon Shorts

“K

vetching in the Kingdom.” To replay all
our sermons, audio and videos follow this
link for the Sunday Sermons. Check out our
Sermon Archives as well.
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October Lay Schedule
Lectors and Intercessors, please remember to check in before the
service in the Vesting Room. Thank You!
October 1st
8:00 AM
Welcoming: Cindy & Peter Maier
Acolyte: JoAnn Hornak
Lector: Exodus 17:1-7 Ingrid Pruss
Intercessor: Dorothy Crocker
Lay Reader: Stephen Nagy
Lay Reader: Don Winkley
Psalm 78:1-4, 12-16 Philippians 2:1-13
10:30 AM
Welcoming: Vito Barbieri
Acolyte: Joe Bernardo
Lector: Exodus 17:1-7 Ray Ferro
Intercessor: Stephen Nagy
Lay Reader: Jim Castronova
Lay Reader: Harlan Jessup
Psalm 78:1-4, 12-16 Philippians 2:1-13
October 8th
8:00 AM
Welcoming: Pam Szen
Acolyte: John Tuthill
Lector: Exodus 20:1-4, 7-9, 12-20 Pam Szen
Intercessor: Stephen Nagy
Lay Reader: Dave Baskett
Lay Reader: Phyllis Baskett
Psalm 19 Philippians 3:4b-14
10:30 AM
Welcoming: Laurie DoBosh / Vito Barbieri
Acolyte: JoAnn Hornak
Lector: Exodus 20:1-4, 7-9, 12-20 Bob Cutting
Intercessor: Stephen Nagy
Lay Reader: Harlan Jessup
Lay Reader: Joe Bernardo
Psalm 19 Philippians 3:4b-14
October 15th
8:00 AM
Welcoming: Pam Szen
Acolyte: Jack Powell
Lector: Exodus 32:1-14 Sandy Chaleski
Intercessor: Linda Pendergast
Lay Reader: Phyllis Baskett
Lay Reader: Don Winkley
Psalm 106:1-6, 19-23 Philippians 4:1-9

20

October 15th
10:30 AM
Welcoming: Connie & David Williams
Acolyte: Jack Meyer
Lector: Exodus 32:1-14 Connie Williams
Intercessor: Dorothy Crocker
Lay Reader: Joe Bernardo
Lay Reader: Jim Castronova
Psalm 106:1-6, 19-23 Philippians 4:1-9

October 22nd
Healing Sunday

8:00 AM
Welcoming: Joyce & John Sarver
Acolyte: Jack Powell
Lector: Exodus 33:12-23 Ingrid Pruss
Intercessor: John Tuthill
Lay Reader: Jay Trott
Lay Reader: Dave Baskett
Psalm 99 1 Thessalonians 1:1-10
10:30 AM
Welcoming: Sandra Visser / Laurie DoBosh
Acolyte: Joe Bernardo
Lector: Exodus 33:12-23 Sandy Chaleski
Intercessor: Ray Ferro
Lay Reader: JoAnn Hornak
Lay Reader: Harlan Jessup
Psalm 99 1 Thessalonians 1:1-10
October 29th
8:00 AM
Welcoming: Pam Szen
Acolyte: Jack Powell
Lector: Deuteronomy 34:1-12 Pam Szen
Intercessor: Dorothy Crocker
Lay Reader: Stephen Nagy
Lay Reader: John Tuthill
Psalm 90:1-6, 13-17 1 Thessalonians 2:1-8
10:30 AM
Welcoming: Sandra Visser / Laurie DoBosh
Acolyte: Joe Bernardo
Lector: Deuteronomy 34:1-12 Diane Froelick
Intercessor: Ray Ferro
Lay Reader: Stephen Nagy
Lay Reader: Jim Castronova
Psalm 90:1-6, 13-17 1 Thessalonians 2:1-8

I

† Your Prayers Are Requested For…

t is such an intimate time when praying for the health and well being of others and
such a privilege. The people that we lift up to The Lord are part of our hearts for all
time. Please pray for…
.....Fr. George Hall, Brenda Darling, Jean Stauffer, and
other parishioners convalescing in extended care facilities.
.....St. John’s, Vernon; St. Paul’s, Wallingford; St. John’s,
Washington.
.....Revival at St. Paul’s and the greater Danbury area.
.....Young adults, young adult ministries, the Young Adult
Ministry Network; the Episcopal Service Corps and the
Young Adult Service Corps of The Episcopal Church; and
St. Hilda’s House, New Haven.
.....Ginny Beck, Clayton Ferry, Gary Stein, Joe & Barbara Hock, Sue Balla, Rose
Barrett, Lorraine Estok, Jim Megura, Jay Lawrence, Alex, Teresa Stacchiotti, Mary
DeAnzeris, Paul Kovacs, Michele Sarver, Denise, Lee Rybos, Sandy Chaleski, Susan &
Rhonda continued healing.
.....the people of El Salvador; the people of the Republic of South Sudan; the Diocese of
Southern Malawi - (Central Africa) The Rt Revd Alinafe Kalemba; and our sister and
brother members of the Evangelical Reformed Presbyterian Church.
.....Christians in the Middle East facing persecution at the hands of ISIS forces. Pray also
for radical Muslims throughout the world to come to know Jesus Christ.
.....Michael for protection from mortar attacks in Somalia with the UN peacekeeping
service.
…..St. James’ Episcopal Church, Danbury and their Daily Bread Food Pantry, which is the
recipient of our food basket collections during the month of September.
.....Musa, a young man in Gaza who came to faith in Christ through internet ministries and
is now in hiding from his family.
.....Richard Beattie, Chick-fil-A, Danbury Fair Mall, Danbury, a marketplace partner of
the Jericho Partnership.
.....Pam Altemus, healing from recent heart valve replacement surgery.
.....Prayer Attributed to St. Francis.
.....Cathy Schrull, healing, and peace and comfort during her treatments.
.....Everyone affected by Hurricanes Harvey, Irma, Jose and Maria and the ongoing
recovery efforts.
…..Bill Beattie, founder and chairman of the Jericho Partnership, complete healing of
Multiple Myeloma.

† This & That & Links

(Click on pictures or red links for more info)

Links We Like
Things That Make You Think
Back Issues of Sword
Points

Social Experiment:
Would you walk
past?
This is a video to test to see
if people would care enough
to help a child, alone in a
busy pedestrian mall.
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October 2017
Sunday

Monday

1 17 Pentecost

2

Tuesday
3

Wednesday
4

Thursday
5

Friday
6

8:00 am Traditional
10:00 am Christian
9:15 am Ladies Bible
10:00 am Holy
7:30 pm - Mission
Communion
Communion & Healing
Caring
Study
Committee
9:30 am Rector’s Forum
7:00
pm
Stephen
Ministry
7:00
pm
Communications
7:30
pm
Property
10:30 am Sunday School
Committee
Committee
10:30 am Contemporary 7:00 pm Men’s Bible
Communion
Study
7:30 pm - Music Night

8 18 Pentecost

9 Columbus Day 10
Parish Office Closed

11

12

16

17

18 St. Luke

19

7:30 am John 21:12

Healing Sunday

23 St. James of 24
Jerusalem

8:00 am Traditional
6:30 pm Altar Guild
Communion
Meeting
9:30 am Rector’s Forum
10:30 am Sunday School 7:00 pm Men’s Bible
Study
10:30 am Contemporary
Communion

25

26

9:15 am Ladies Bible
10:00 am Holy
7:30 pm - Music Night
Communion & Healing
Study

Group

10:00 am PraiseMoves

13

14
7:30 am Men’s
Prayer Breakfast
7:30 am John 21:12

Group

10:00 am PraiseMoves
10:00 am Jericho Food
Pantry
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8:00 am Traditional
7:00 pm Stephen
9:15 am Ladies Bible
10:00 am Holy
7:30 pm - Music Night
Communion
Communion & Healing
Ministry
Study
9:30 am Rector’s Forum
10:30 am Sunday School 7:00 pm Men’s Bible
Study
10:30 am Contemporary
Communion

22 20 Pentecost

7
7:30 am Men’s
Prayer Breakfast

8:00 am Traditional
9:15 am Ladies Bible
10:00 am Holy
7:30 pm - Music Night
Communion 7:00 pm Men’s Bible
Communion & Healing
Study
9:30 am Rector’s Forum
Study
7:00 pm Staff Meeting
10:30 am Sunday School
10:30 am Contemporary
7:30 pm Vestry Meeting
Communion
12:00 pm Trunk or Treat
Project

15 19 Pentecost

Saturday

21
7:30 am Men’s
Prayer Breakfast
7:30 am John 21:12

Group

10:00 am PraiseMoves

27

28 St. Simon &
St. Jude
7:30 am Men’s
Prayer Breakfast
7:30 am John 21:12

Group

10:00 am PraiseMoves
11:00 am St. Paul’s
Quilters

29 21 Pentecost

30

31

8:00 am Traditional
6:30 pm Altar Guild
9:15 am Ladies Bible
Communion
Annual Meeting
Study
9:30 am Rector’s Forum
7:00
pm
Men’s
Bible
10:30 am Sunday School
Study
10:30 am Contemporary
Communion
4:00 pm Trunk or Treat
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t

Just For Fun !

(And Christian Fellowship)

Random Fact of the Week!
Did you know ... that Slovenian architect
Jože Plečnik used concrete sewer pipes for
construction of the Church of St. Michael,
Črna Vas?

Take Up Y
our Cross
†

It Takes An Editorial Board
Contributors to this Weeks
Sword Points:

M

ary Allen, Sue Balla, Chris Barrett,
Larry Creagh, Carol Ferro, Steve
Hemming, Diane Loring, Bill Loring, Lois
Hunt, Dori
McManus, Beth
Miller, Nicole
O’Connors, Patrick
O’Connors, Mary
Perry, Ken Perry,
Kirsten Peterson,
Debbi Pomeroy, Joe
Shepley, Tara
Shepley, David Szen,
Ron Switzer, John
Tuthill, Don Winkley
and Gail Winkley.
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