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† Questioning, Pondering & Pursuing as a Faith Response
Wisdom is proved right by all her children.

Luke 7:35

Dear Friends,

L

ast Monday evening, as our Men’s Bible Study
studied the Book of Job, our discussion ranged from
the text, to Einstein's theory of relativity, to physics as
poetry, to the concept of time itself.
God's presence was experienced powerfully, as moments
of silent wonder filled our space, especially among the
questions. As God asks Job seventy-seven questions in
the final chapters, we too returned the questioning,
pondering and pursuing as a faith response to God. This
very Hebrew approach of answering a question with a
question is part of the path toward divine wisdom.
As one of our participants shared: we were on the
mountaintop together. May we continue to reach new
heights and depths with God, especially in
our Bible studies at St. Paul's throughout
each week, through the One who bridges
the questions and the answers, the fountain
of all wisdom, Jesus Christ our Lord.
Faithfully,

† Dear Paul...
Yet another "Sword Points" exclusive! This week
only (thankfully)! Our very own namesake and
patron saint the Colossal Apostle Paul picks up his
pithy pen once again to grace this page as special
guest advice columnist to the thinking Christian:
as transcribed by John Tuthill

Dear Apostle Paul,
Like clockwork every single year, by December 1st our next-door
neighbor always puts up THE most over-the-top display of flashing
Christmas lights and decorations. I mean, people come from all over
just to see it. All of the extra traffic on our block for the whole
month becomes a huge nuisance, but no one wants to be "that guy" who
complains. His whole house and every inch of the yard is just
covered with whirling gizmos, prancing mechanical reindeer, glowing
elves, etc. To top it off, up on his roof in synchronized colored
lights to match the music he blares is a giant sign flashing: "WE
BELIEVE!" He LOVES Christmas. The thing is - he's an atheist.
Whenever I try talking to him about what Christmas
means or when I invite him to come with us to
church, he's just always snickering at me and trying
to compare God to being a "Santa for adults" and
then he usually tells me to "grow up." Any advice?
I'd love to finally convince him God is true.
Sincerely yours, "That Guy"
Dear "That Guy",
Grace and peace to you from God our Father and the
Lord Jesus Christ! How commendable that you are not
ashamed of the gospel and that you know it does not
even require any giant flashing red signs on your
roof for the gospel to be the power of God for
salvation for everyone who believes, first for the
Jew and then the Gentile. I'm pleased to be the one
to tell you this: God has already beat you to it and
has already made it plain to your neighbor that God
continues to be the truth itself (John 14:6) and for quite some time
now - since the creation of the world, in fact. But this does not
keep you from bringing the "Good News" to your neighbor. He is in
need of the Savior, which is Christ the Lord. As Linus (the Peanuts
character, not the former Pope) put it so well "And that's what
Christmas is all about,
Charlie Brown." (See
Luke chapter 2 for the
Linus quote). Why not
help your neighbor this
year putting up all of
those decorations? It
will give you hours to
share the gospel with
him and he might even
take his own roof sign
to heart, God willing.
May the grace of the
Lord, Jesus Christ and
the love of God and the
fellowship of the Holy
Spirit be with you all.
-Paul
Thanks be to God!
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hits the ranking priests
J esus
and the Pharisees right
between the eyes with this story.
After all, they expect to inherit
what they think is rightfully
theirs. A faithful steward knows
that in order to be given God’s
domain they have to live a life
which shows that they mean it.

"The law of the LORD is perfect, reviving the soul. The statutes of the LORD are
____________, making wise the simple." Psalm 19:7 NIV

† Happy Birthday to You!
Laura Zombo celebrates tomorrow! Saturday is the big day for
Barbara Castronova. Throw a party on Sunday for Cindy Maier.
Jeffrey Brown & JoAnn Ready will be blowing out candles on
Monday. Jack Collins, John Conte & Mill Reynolds will be another
year older and wiser on Tuesday. Bake a cake for Carl Chaleski on
Wednesday. Have a blessed day everyone!

† This Week at St. Paul’s
Thu, Oct 5

-

Sat, Oct 7

-

Sun, Oct 8

-

7:00 pm
7:30 pm
7:30 pm
7:30 am
7:30 am
10:00 am

-

Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost
8:00 am
9:30 am
10:30 am
10:30 am

-

7:00 pm
9:15 am
6:45 pm
10:00 am
7:00 pm
7:30 pm
7:30 pm
7:30 am
7:30 am
10:00 am
10:00 am

-

Mon, Oct 9 Tue, Oct 10

-

Wed, Oct 11 Thu, Oct 12
Sat, Oct 14

-

Sun, Oct 15

-

Mission Committee, Guild Room
Property Committee, Classroom
Music Night, Sanctuary
Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Crocker Hall
John 21:12 Group, Theo’s Diner, New Milford
PraiseMoves, Crocker Hall
Traditional Holy Communion (LiveStream) (Facebook)
Rector’s Forum, Guild Room
Sunday School
Contemporary Holy Communion (LiveStream) (Facebook)
Columbus Day
Men’s Bible Study, Crocker Hall (LiveStream) (Facebook)
Ladies Bible Study, Guild Room
Boy Scout Troop #5, Crocker Hall
Holy Communion & Healing
Staff Meeting, Rector’s Office
Vestry Meeting, Guild Room
Music Night, Sanctuary
Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Crocker Hall
John 21:12 Group, Theo’s Diner, New Milford
Praise Moves, Guild Room
Jericho Food Pantry, Danbury

Nineteenth Sunday after Pentecost
8:00 am
9:30 am
10:30 am
10:30 am
12:00 pm

-

Traditional Holy Communion (LiveStream) (Facebook)
Rector’s Forum, Guild Room
Sunday School
Contemporary Holy Communion (LiveStream) (Facebook)
St. Paul’s OWN, Trunk or Treat Project
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Fear of Swallowing: When I was 8 years old,
Mom and Dad wanted me to stop taking children’s
liquid vitamins and take vitamin pills. I did not
want to take the pills. The pressure on me from my
parents to swallow the pill got very intense. My
Mom and Dad, brother and two Uncles all talking
at once, “swallow the pill.” Mom turned to my
younger brother and said, “Can you swallow this
vitamin?” My brother swallowed it right down.
A SLAVE TO FEAR
Mom and Dad cheered and applauded. I got
angry. The way I chose to protest was to stop
eating. My mind told me I couldn’t swallow solid
food or I would choke. From that day on I lived on
was born in 1952. Dad was an Gerber Baby Food – a cooked, liquid cereal. I ate
industrial engineer. He was very good with
this for breakfast, lunch and dinner. I lost a lot of
mathematics and could do complex multiplications weight. Dad took me to see our family doctor. I
in his head. I was not good with math.
remember the doctor saying to my dad “she’s one of
The Beginning of Fear – my father: I had
the sensitive ones.” So they arranged for me to see
no friends or much social interaction as a young
a child psychiatrist. I went to see her after school.
child. I went to a public school. I remember being My parents listened to the psychiatrist’s advice and
terrified the first day Mom dropped me of for
changed their behavior toward me. Eventually I
Kindergarten. I was very quiet and nervous. I was began to eat regular food again. But I was made to
afraid of my father. He got angry easily. In the
feel ashamed of my psychological troubles and my
sixties “The New Math” was introduced. I had
father told me never to tell anyone about seeing a
trouble understanding math. Dad would try to
psychiatrist – I felt ashamed.
help me with my math homework, but he used his
The Broadening of Fear - The 1960’s were
slide rule to figure out the answers, which confused a time of great fear and anxiety for me and the
me more. Dad would lose his temper and be
whole country. The Vietnam War, the Cuban
furious with me when I did not understand his
Missile Crisis. We had Air Raid drills at school.
explanations. He would pound the kitchen table
President Kennedy was advising families to build
with his fist and yell “how can you be so stupid!”
bomb shelters in their homes. We did not have a
shelter in our home. There was also the Civil
Rights movement. Most sermons at our church had
to do with national and international issues; not
salvation through Jesus Christ. Dad taught Sunday
School for many years but he never read the Bible
to me or my brother. We never prayed together as a
family at home and never said grace at dinner. My
mom loved music and she played records or the
radio most of the day while doing housework. I
grew up listening to the music of the day – I loved
music and singing very much. I joined the school
choir.
In 1963, when I was eleven years old, my
Sunday school class started a new study on the
Gospel of John. The teacher read John 1:1: “in the
beginning was the Word and the Word was with
Night after night of “how can you be so stupid.” I God and the Word was God.” I did not
understand and I asked the teacher “what is “the
would cry. I was afraid of the dark and kept a
Word?” She responded by saying, “Well, the word
night light on in my bedroom all night. I did not
sleep well. I bit my fingers and pulled the skin off is the word.” I knew that you can’t define a word
with the word itself, so I decided that this teacher
from around the cuticles until they bled.

Faith Journeys
Journeys
†† Faith

I

(Continued on page 5)
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Slave to Fear

did not know the answer, and if she didn’t know,
how was I supposed to know? I consciously gave up
on understanding the Bible that day. My
conclusion was that The Bible was too complicated
and even adults could not fully understand it. Why
should I even try? I continued to find happiness
and release in music. I listened to New York City
rock and roll stations on my little transistor radio.
I had a record player in my bedroom and listened to
rock ‘n roll all the time.
Fear of Excelling: In high school I managed
to pass the math courses. Many of my friends were
dating, but not me. I was still very shy. We were
allowed to take an elective in the senior year and I
took a typing course. I liked typing. I decided to go
to a two year college in upstate New York and get a
degree in Secretarial Science.
Fear of College: The first month at college
was hard. I was in put in a room with two other
girls that were so opposite from me that I panicked.
I was frightened. My childhood stress of being
unable to swallow returned. I fought it and calmed
down.
The first time I heard the gospel of salvation
was at college. One of my roommates was seeing a
young man on campus, Bob, but her jealous
boyfriend at home found out and her parents made
her leave school and go home. I was the first one
back to my dorm floor from Christmas break. Bob
was sitting in the lounge. He told me he had
accepted Jesus as his Savior over Thanksgiving
break and he was born again, his sins were
forgiven. He wanted to tell me about being born
again. I got angry. My point of view was that Bob
was to blame for ruining my roommate’s future, but
his conscious was clear. I made him leave. I didn’t
want to hear it.
Fear of the World: After graduation, I got a
job as an entry level secretary in the Personnel
Department. Everyone told me how great this was!
This company was known as “paternal – I would
have job security for life. 1972 was a time of
acknowledging discrimination in the workplace particularly minorities and women. “Upward
Mobility” was the federal government’s mandate in
hiring practices. The Feds wanted equality in
hiring and promotion practices. I was encouraged
to apply for a job opening in the Benefits
Administration Department. I felt I had to and
got the job. I believed I got the job because of the

“upward mobility” quota. Not because of my
abilities. I was nervous because there was math
involved. However, I was making enough money
now to leave home and rent an apartment. I was
eager to succeed and be “perfect,” but also always
doubting my abilities, I became anorexic. I put
myself on a very strict diet. My hair was thinning.
I was down to a size two slack in the junior’s
department. I sought psychiatric help again. I was
promoted to Benefit Plan Administrator. The
blessing was I became friends with the accounting
department representative, Patricia, responsible for
retirement plan benefit calculations. Her
knowledge was important to me. I spoke with her
often. With all the people, at this large

corporation, I was not dating anyone. I was lonely.
The only security I felt was that I would never lose
my job.
I was promoted to Assistant Manager of
Benefits Administration. Each promotion brought
more fear that I would not perform well. I bought
a condominium in Putnam County, New York
because everyone told me I needed a tax deduction.
Cable TV was available and I signed up. One
cable stations was MTV, Music Television. I loved
MTV! This was a new generation of musical
talent that I was not aware of. I especially
liked the rock group U2 and bought their
albums.
There was one song on U2’s second
album, “War” that I loved. The title is
“Drowning Man.” A ballad. The lyrics, to
me, sounded like a man singing to a woman
he loved. I was not looking at the title of
the song. I was listening to the lyrics:
(Continued on page 6)
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Slave to Fear

“Take my hand. You know I’ll be there. If you
can, I’ll cross the sky for your love.
For I have promised, oh, to be with you tonight
and for the time that will come.
And take my hand you know I’ll be there if you
can, I’ll cross the sky for your love
and I understand these winds tides these change
of times won’t drag your away.
Hold on and hold on tightly, hold on and don’t
let go of my love.
The storm will pass. It won’t be long now.
This love will last forever,
And take my hand, if you can, I’ll cross the sky
for your love give you what I hold dear.
Hold on, hold on tightly. Rise up, rise up, with
wings like eagles. You’ll run, you’ll run, you’ll run
and not grow weary. Hold on and hold on tightly
to this love lasts forever, now this love lasts forever.”
Drowning Man(Copyright Island Records, Ltd.)
I would listen to this song and yearn for
someone to love me like this. I did not know that
one line was a verse in the Bible.
I was severely depressed. I had to keep it to
myself for fear I would lose my job. I bought a fast
car and would speed up and down 684 in rush
hour traffic. I really didn’t care if I crashed. I
hated my life and the constant belief I was
unqualified. I heard U2 was on tour and would be
at the Brendan Byrne arena in New Jersey. I got a
ticket. I was nervous because I thought only young
people went to rock concerts. I was 33 years old! I
was surprised to see such a diverse group of people
walking in to a rock concert. I saw two Roman
Catholic nuns, two business
men in business suits carrying
their briefcases and an elderly
couple holding hands and
using canes as they carefully
helped each other up the
stairs. I began thinking
“what is different about this
group? The concert was
great! I felt happy when I
left, and hopeful.
Fear of Losing my Job: The company made
corporate decisions that raised public awareness.
One larger corporation took notice. They wanted
to expand by acquisitions and my company was
perfect for their portfolio. This corporation made a
bid for mine. The offer price for the stock was very
6

generous. A selling panic was unleashed on us
without warning. Retirees were calling me,
desperate, because they could not find their shares
of company stock to sell. I would tell them what to
do, but my heart was breaking. In my mind, they
were selling out our company to Satan. Their greed
would result in our losing the control of the
corporation. My insecurities heightened. The
Benefits Department was involved in the transition
after the takeover. I was exhausted -- working late,
taking work home and working weekends. I was
depressed, exhausted and scared about my future. I
believed I would be fired. I had nothing to hold on
to.
I called Patricia and told her my fears. Pat
sent me a Bible Study Book through interoffice
mail. --“To Walk and Not Grow Weary” by Fran
Sciacca. On the cover of the book was a quote
from Isaiah 40:31. “Those who hope in the Lord
will renew their strength. They will soar on wings
like eagles; they will run and not grow weary, they
will walk and not be faint.” I skimmed the first
chapter, which was about Elijah. The book asked
that you read 1Kings 17:1 – 19:21. I did, then I
went to the questions – “read and meditate on
these passages, then record the physical and
emotional effect these situations had on Elijah.
The contest at Mt Carmel, his hike to the top of
Mt. Carmel, the sixteen mile run to Jezreel, the
ninety mile trek from Jezreel to Beersheba.” The
first question was: “How did Elijah’s physical
overexertion affect his ability to think clearly? And
“what else possibly contributed to Elijah’s
depression?” That’s where I stopped. I was
exhausted and depressed, but I could not accept
that. I thought the Bible can’t help me with
modern day corporate takeovers. This doesn’t relate
to my situation. I have to do this myself. I put the
Bible Study book away and went back to work.
The Turning Point: One evening, I was
listening to Drowning Man and the last stanza
screamed out to me “rise up rise up with wings like
eagles – you’ll run, you’ll run, you’ll run and not
grow weary. It all of a sudden hit me. I have
heard that before! Where!??? I remembered the
Bible Study book: There, on the front cover of the
Bible Study book: Isaiah 40:31 “they that wait
upon the Lord will renew their strength, they will
mount up on wings, like eagles, they will run and
(Continued on page 7)
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No Longer Slave to Fear

not grow weary, they will walk and not faint.” The
U2 song, Drowning Man, was a love song, but it
was about Jesus calling to a drowning person to
come to Him and be saved!
Now I knew who loves me – Jesus! I prayed a
prayer of salvation that evening, Sunday, June 1,
1986.
The next day, at lunch time, I saw several of
my staff in the hall and asked if I could join them
for lunch. They said that Patricia was starting a
Bible Study at a church nearby and they were
going. I asked if I could go along. Pat was
surprised to see me. She said the study was on the
gospel of John and Pat read John 1:1. “In the
beginning was the Word and the Word was with
God and the Word was God.” Then she asked –
“what do you think this means?” I excitedly blurted
out – “It’s Jesus!!! Jesus is “The Word” Jesus is the
Savior, the communicator of God’s love for us!!!”
Pat was shocked by my quick answer. I was
shocked at myself! After the study ended Pat asked
me what had happened. I told her I had accepted
Christ as my Savior the night before.
I was offered a job with the corporation that
took over my company. I said, “thank you, but
no.” My life was directed by God now. I took the
severance package and registered with Olsten’s
Temp Service. I worked at several businesses in the
area as a secretary. One assignment was a
company in Ridgefield. This is where I met my
husband, Larry. We started dating. I invited him

to go to church with me and Larry heard the
Gospel and accepted Jesus Christ as his Savior.
God answered my prayers in so many ways. We
were married in 1993. In 1996 God blessed us
with a beautiful baby girl. A doctor told me we
should not try to have a baby because of my age. I
was forty-four years old when I delivered a healthy
baby girl. I’m no longer a slave to fear, I am a
child of God.

“No Longer Slaves”
You unravel me with a melody, You surround
me with a song, Of deliverance from my enemies,
‘til all my fears are gone. I’m no longer a slave to
fear, I am a child of God. I’m no longer a slave to
fear, I am a child of God. From my mother’s
womb, you have chosen me, Love has called my
name. I’ve been born again into Your family, Your
blood flows through my veins. You split the sea so I
could walk right through it. My fears were
drowned in perfect love. You rescued me so I could
stand and sing – I am a child of God.
(Brian Johnson/Joel Case/Jonathan David
Helser@2014 Bethel Music PublishingCCLI
License #33760)
Heather Creagh
September 25, 2017

Sunday, Nov. 5, is the International Day of Prayer for the Persecuted Church
The most common request of persecuted Christians is that we pray for them. On
this important day, join thousands of others across the United States and around
the world in prayer for our persecuted brothers and sisters.
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† A Work in Progress

by Steve Hemming

“For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works,
which God prepared beforehand that we should walk in them.” Ephesians 2:10

L

ike you, I truly desire to walk in God’s perfect will for my life. However, despite
my sincere intent to live for Him, I frequently wander away from His chosen path
and ultimately stumble into a pit, only to cry out to the Lord for help. Thankfully, because
we are all works in progress, God will never give up on us. It is comforting to know that
“the steps of a good man are ordered by the Lord, and He delights in his way. Though he
fall, he shall not be utterly cast down; for the Lord upholds him with His hand” (Psalm
37:23-24).
Ephesians 1:4-5 tells us that our heavenly Father chose you and I in Him before the
foundation of the world, that we should be holy and without blame before Him in love,
having predestined us to adoption as sons by Jesus Christ to Himself, according to the good
pleasure of His will. Therefore, we are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, a holy
nation, God’s special people, that we may proclaim the praises of Him who called us out of
darkness into His marvelous light (1 Peter 2:9).
If God chose us, then surely He knows what we are capable of. But in order to realize
our full potential, we must yield to His purpose and allow Him to have His way in us. For it
is God who works in us both to will and to do for His good pleasure (Philippians 2:13).
In order for God to work in us without
hindrance, we must no longer present ourselves as
instruments of unrighteousness to sin (Romans
6:15), but instead present our bodies as a living
sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, which is our
reasonable service. And we should no longer be
conformed to this world, but be transformed by the
renewing of our minds, that we may prove what is
that good and acceptable and perfect will of God
(Romans 12:1-2).
Because God foreknew you and me before we
were born, He also predestined us to be
conformed to the image of His Son (Romans
8:29). If we are to become like our Lord Jesus,
we need to believe in Him. Jesus makes this
promise in John 14:12; “Most assuredly, I say to you, he who believes
in Me, the works that I do he will do also; and greater works than these he will do, because I
go to My Father.” It is the Spirit of Him who raised Jesus from the dead who dwells in us
(Romans 8:11) that enables us to do “greater” works, as noted in Ephesians 3:20; “Now to
Him who is able to do exceedingly abundantly above all that we ask or think, according to
the power that works in us.”
While our yearning to be like Christ may be resolute, the actual transformation process
can often be painful and seem endless. However, we need not fret or become disheartened
by how long our metamorphosis may take, for we are assured “that He who has begun a
good work in you will complete it until the day of Jesus Christ” Philippians 1:6.

“Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works
and glorify your Father in heaven .”
Matthew 5:16

† Seventy-Seven Questions

T

he Men’s Bible Study meets every Monday night at 7 pm in
Crocker Hall. In chapter 38 of the Book of Job the Lord finally
answers...or rather he questions Job. As always, the discussion and
testimony is a blessing to all. Attend in person or follow it on
LiveStream or Facebook Live.
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Come check out the parent
articles featured on our Sunday
School bulletin board (below left)!
And our cuties in the nursery and
Ms. Joan’s Level One Class!
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† Scholarly Speaking
Francis

A

s you read this we shall have just celebrated the feast of Saint Francis of
Assisi. As some of you may know, it also coincides with my research
assistant’s birthday, so that it has had some particular significance in our
household. His name and some basic elements of his story are
widely known, but there is a breadth to his life that is not so
familiar.
Born in 1181 or 82, and dying in 1226, Francis lived in an
interesting time. The Crusades were being
actively pursued (and Francis was to play
his own part in them), Gothic architecture
was making its appearance with the
construction of great cathedrals at
Salisbury and Chartres, a new wave of
Eucharistic devotion led to the declaration
of transubstantiation as the formal
teaching of the Roman Church, and in
England the barons (led by Archbishop
Lanfranc of Canterbury) persuaded King John to sign Magna
Carta. The modernization of Western art led by Cimabue and
Giotto came later in the century, but the latter painted the life
of Francis on the walls of the basilica in Assisi that is dedicated
to him and the former is credited with the accompanying
portrait.
Francis grew up as the apparently rather spoiled son of a wealthy silk
merchant, Pietro di Bernardone, and his French wife. He was baptized Giovanni,
but his father, who had been in France at the time of his birth, began calling him
Francesco (Frenchy) and this name stuck. At twenty he joined a military expedition,
and then spent a year as a captive. Later he made a pilgrimage to Rome where for a
time he joined the beggars outside St. Peter’s, which turned him towards a life of
poverty. In a vision at the country church of San Damiano, Christ spoke to him
from the cross saying, "Francis, Francis, go and repair My house which, as you can
see, is falling into ruins." He originally understood this as a request to rebuild that
church, and began to do so. To raise funds he sold some of his father’s
merchandise, leading to legal proceedings before the bishop. At this point he broke
with his father, publicly stripping off the clothes that the father had provided, and
walking away.
Returning to the church, he was soon joined by other young men of the town,
who formed the nucleus of the Order of Friars Minor – soon
formally recognized by the Pope. He was also joined by Chiara
(Clare) Offreduccio, the beautiful eldest daughter of Favorino Sciffi,
Count of Sasso-Rosso, who, with Francis, cofounded the Poor
Clares (also known as the Second Order of St. Francis). After
training in a Benedictine community she set up a convent at San
Damiano. After her death the sisters moved to a larger building
where the original San Damiano crucifix can still be seen. The
orders grew very quickly, and were soon supplemented by a third
order comprising both men and women living in the world, but according to
Franciscan principles. The Order also turned from physically building churches to
building up the church by a ministry of preaching.
As the Order grew, Francis established branches in many countries including
the primarily Moslem areas of Morocco and Syria. From the latter he established a
presence in Jerusalem, founding the Custodia Terræ Sanctæ (Custody of the Holy
Land) which continues to this day as a major preserver of Christian sites in Israel.
(Continued on page 13)
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Francis

Those of us who have participated in one of our pilgrimages there have often seen
their signs on our travels. Two years later, in 1219, he travelled to Egypt to meet
with the sultan (son and successor to the famous
Saladin) where he was well received. Although neither
was able to convert the other, the meeting created a
foundation of mutual respect that allowed the work of
the Custody to continue even after Crusader forces
were driven out.
Francis had a great affection for all creatures, and
came to be known as the patron of animals. The most
striking instance of this relationship occurred in the
village of Giubbio (near Assisi) where a wolf had been
attacking livestock and even some of the people. Francis went out to seek the wolf
and tamed it by simply signing the cross over it. He then brought the animal back
into the village and told the people that he had arranged a truce: the wolf would no
longer attack them or their domestic animals in exchange for the people providing it
with a food allowance. The people agreed, and the pact was cemented by Francis
formally blessing the wolf in the presence of the villagers.
On Holy Cross Day in 1224, Francis was praying when he had a vision of a
seraph on a cross, and received the stigmata, the
wounds in his hands, feet, and side corresponding
to the wounds of the crucifixion. This left him
weakened and suffering, and two years later, on
October 3, 1226 he died in the evening while
singing Psalm 142. Less than two years later he
was canonized by Pope Gregory IX [it is not clear
why his feast is kept on the 4th, but this has been
true from the beginning] who laid the foundation of
the basilica at Assisi on the following day. In
1230, Francis was buried in the basilica but his
tomb was soon hidden due to the threat of Saracen
invasions. It was only rediscovered in 1818, and a
crypt then constructed over it.
A final note: the “Prayer attributed to St. Francis” beginning “Lord, make us
instruments of your
peace,” (BCP, p. 833) is
Blessed is he who loves and does not therefore desire to be loved;
not his, but a modern
Blessed is he who fears and does not therefore desire to be feared;
composition that was first
Blessed is he who serves and does not therefore desire to be served;
published in 1912 in a
Blessed is he who behaves well toward others and does not desire that
French devotional
magazine. While he
others behave well toward him;
would probably agree with
And because these are great things, the foolish do not rise to them.
the sentiments, it has
been pointed out that the use of ‘me’ (changed to ‘us’ in the BCP version) would not
be his style. The attribution has been traced to its being printed on the back of a
holy card with a picture of St. Francis. Franciscans, however, do use a form of this
prayer, and the sayings of St. Giles of Assisi (one of Francis’ original companions)
include a prayer which may have inspired the last part of the 1912 prayer.
- Fr. Bill Loring, Scholar in Residence
References for further reading:
Totus Tuus: Saint Francis of Assisi.
Wikipedia: s.v. Francis of Assisi
Wikipedia: s.v. Custody of the Holy Land
Wikipedia: s.v. Clare of Assisi
Wikipedia: s.v. Prayer of Saint Francis

D

o you have a question you
would like answered by our
Scholar-in-Residence? Send your
ecclesiastical, liturgical, doctrinal,
historical or other inquiries to:
Stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com.
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Holy Land Revisited

W

† The Essenes 

hen the Dead Sea Scrolls became public in 1947, new light was shed on the
Essenes for the first time since Josephus and Philo wrote about these monastic
desert dwellers. Their origins seem to be a result of the Babylonian exile in
586 BC, which they saw as divine judgment on the
religious leaders in Jerusalem and their corruption of
Judaism. They were radically conservative and contested
the religious rule in Jerusalem, which came to a head in
the Second Temple Period when they seceded from
traditional Judaism to live an austere lifestyle in the
desert of Qumran.
Disgusted with the compromising Pharisees and
Sadducees in Jerusalem, “The Teacher of Righteousness,”
referred to in the Qumran scrolls, left Jerusalem and
joined the Essenes in the wilderness where he exerted his
influence, especially with his Sadducee doctrines as a
former High Priest (150 BC). They lived here in strict
observance of the Old Testament Law, celibate and
keeping strict dietary laws, until 68 AD, when the
Romans squelched the Jewish Revolt.
It was the approaching Roman legions that probably forced them to hastily hide away
their writings in the Qumran caves, an incidentally perfect dry environment that preserved
the writings for centuries in clay jars. The large cache of Dead Sea Scrolls not only
corroborated every Old Testament book (except Esther), they were also the oldest set of Old
Testament manuscripts ever found! The oldest complete Hebrew Bible was dated 1008 AD.
The oldest biblical Dead Sea Scroll is from 250 BC, which thrilled biblical scholars because
the nearer to a manuscript’s date of origin and the actual event, the more verifiable the text
(Micah is a scant 400 BC!).
They were a strict community that adhered to the Torah, even to such an extreme as to
not relieving themselves on the Sabbath because of the work involved in digging a hole,
expected the imminent arrival of the Messiah, and were therefore apocalyptic in their
writings. The scrolls also showed that they viewed themselves as the true Israel because of
their faithfulness to the Law, which they read 24 hours a day, separating themselves into
three groups to read during the three night watches.
According to Josephus, they had no money and no sex,
and yet prospered in a communal sharing of everything
over many years:
Whereas these men shun the pleasures as vice, they
consider self-control and not succumbing to the
passions virtue. And although there is among them a
disdain for marriage, adopting the children of outsiders
while they are still malleable enough for the lessons
they regard them as family and instill in them their
principles of character: without doing away with
marriage or the succession resulting from it, they
nevertheless protect themselves from the wanton ways of women, having been persuaded
that none of them preserves her faithfulness to one man.
(Continued on page 15)

14

The Essenes

(Continued from page 14)

Since [they are] despisers of wealth - their communal stock is astonishing, one cannot
find a person among them who has more in terms of possessions. For by a law, those
coming into the school must yield up their funds to the order, with the result that in all [their
ranks] neither the humiliation of poverty nor the superiority of wealth is detectable, but the
assets of each one have been mixed in
together, as if they were brothers, to create one
fund for all. They consider olive oil a stain,
and should anyone be accidentally smeared
with it he scrubs his body, for they make it a
point of honor to remain hard and dry, and to
wear white always. Hand-elected are the
curators of the communal affairs, and
indivisible are they, each and every one, [in
pursuing] their functions to the advantage of
all.
No one city is theirs, but they settle amply in each. And for those school-members who
arrive from elsewhere, all that the community has is laid out for them in the same way as if
they were their own things, and they go in and stay with those they have never even seen
before as if they were the most intimate friends. For this reason they make trips without
carrying any baggage at all - though armed on account of the bandits. In each city a steward
of the order appointed specially for the visitors is designated quartermaster for clothing and
the other amenities. Dress and also deportment of body: like children being educated with
fear. They replace neither clothes nor footwear until the old set is ripped all over or worn
through with age. Among themselves, they neither shop for nor sell anything; but each one,
after giving the things that he has to the one in need, takes in exchange anything useful that
the other has. And even without this reciprocal giving, the transfer to them [of goods] from
whomever they wish is unimpeded.
The Qumran ruins are a fascinating stop on any trip to the Holy Land. The dig sits near
the Dead Sea, about ten miles from Jericho, with cisterns, ritual baths, pools, storehouses, a
cemetery, dams, an aqueduct, and a large dining hall. Two inkwells and benches were found
in what is called the Scriptorium, probably where the scrolls were written and copied, a
work that leaves all believers in the Essenes debt.

Coming Next Summer!
Are you ready to travel to the Biblical land of the
Pharaohs, Jacob, Joseph, and Israel during the famine?
Plans are underway for another awesome Christian
pilgrimage. This time to Egypt with a Nile River cruise
and a climb up Mount Sinai. There will be options for
those who haven’t been to Jordan and Israel as well.
We depart for Egypt on June 28th and return on July
19th. The Israel only trip leaves
on July 10th. Pricing and more details coming soon.
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† Safe Church Training

A

re you on the Vestry, a staff member, or involved in a ministry in church? You may
be due for Safe Church Training. This training is very informative and interesting.
If you have not attended the Comprehensive Safe Church Training or it has been over 35 years ago (2011 or earlier), you are due. Following is the date/time/location and the link
to sign up. https://www.episcopalct.org/ECCTCalendar/safe-church-trainings-all/
Saturday, Oct 14; 9:00 am – 4:00 pm - Old St. Andrew's Church, 59 Tariffville Road, Bloomfield
Tuesday, Oct 17; 6:30 pm – 9:00 pm - St. Michael's Church, 210 Church Street, Naugatuck
Saturday, Oct 21; 9:00 am – 4:00 pm - Christ Church, 56 South Cliff Street, Ansonia
Thursday, Oct 26; 6:30 pm – 9:00 pm - St. James Church, 3 Mountain Road, Farmington
Saturday, Oct 28; 9:00 am – 11:30 am - St. Timothy's Church, 4670 Congress Street, Fairfield
Monday, Nov 20; 6:30 pm – 9:00 PM - St. John's Church, 523 Hartford Turnpike, Vernon, CT

COMPREHENSIVE SAFE CHURCH TRAINING is designed for ordained and lay
ministers who have not yet attended a safe church training in the Episcopal Church in
Connecticut (ECCT). Topics include:·Prevention, identification and response to elder
abuse; Prevention, identification and response to sexual abuse of children and youth; The
newly revised Diocesan Policy for the Protection of Children and Youth; Power and
Boundaries in the ministerial relationship with adults; The Diocesan response to misconduct
within a community of faith; Sexual Harassment.
If you attended Comprehensive Safe Church Training and your
certificate has a date of 2012-2014, you are due for Recertification:
Safe Church Recertification (for Laity)
Monday, October 16; 6:30 PM – 9:00 PM
Christ Church, 530 Pomfret Street, Pomfret

https://www.episcopalct.org/ECCTCalendar/2017/10/16/safechurch-recertification-for-laity-16/

Lay Recertification Training is designed for lay ministers who
attended a Comprehensive day of basic safe church training three
to five years ago. This training is two and a half-hours long and
offers new and updated information. The focus is on the protection
of children and youth and prevention of elder abuse.
Once you have attended, please provide your certificate to Dorothy Crocker.

Altar Guild Annual Meeting
Members of Saint Paul's Altar Guild
will gather together in the Guild Room on
Monday, October 23rd, at 6:30 pm for
a Potluck Supper and Annual
Meeting. Each member attending is
asked to please bring their favorite
casserole, salad or dessert to share.
New members will be welcomed, new or
changed procedures will be reviewed,
Sacristans' responsibilities for 2018 will be
assigned, and there will be a question and
answer period. Please join with us for an
evening of Christian fellowship and
sharing. New members are always
welcome. R.S.V.P. to Gail Winkley, 203775-3343 or gailwinkley@yahoo.com by
Friday, October 20th.
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† Transforming Stewardship
“The stone the builders rejected has become the corner stone…”
- Matthew 21:42

J

esus was the corner stone and He was rejected by the religious and
political leaders of his day, as well as ordinary citizens. Living a
stewardship lifestyle may cause you to be “rejected” by others in today’s society.
For example, saying grace before a meal in a restaurant may attract some strange
looks from some. But to others it is sign that God is alive and well!
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† Where We Went to Church Last Sunday

R

ecently Selma and Dave Lindsay were in
Virginia for their daughter’s wedding. On their
way back last
Sunday they
worshipped in
Christ Church
in Lucketts,
the “Small
Church with
the Big
Heart.”

T

† You Can Help

he second Saturday of each month a
group from St. Paul’s volunteers at the
Jericho Food & Clothing Pantry on Spring
Street in Danbury. Please consider signing up
by emailing Laurie DoBosh
ldobosh@tcco.com. The pantry is also looking
for donations of reusable grocery bags and
plastic bags for the clients to put their food in.
We are also looking for coloring books and
crayons for the children who come with their
parents to the pantry (gently used is accepted)
and travel size toiletries you usually find at
hotels are also needed. Please place donations
in Crocker Hall bin marked Jericho (left hand
brown bin).

The
Rector’s
Forum
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The Rector’s Forum meets every Sunday in the Guild
Room between services at 9:30 am. It is currently studying
Romans. The study of the Book of Romans has often proven
to be a life-changing exercise. Throughout the history of the
church, lives have been radically transformed through the
impact of Paul’s Epistle to the Romans.

A

nd then there are the unfaithful and murderous
tenants in the vineyard. Jesus’ parable says in
part that the vineyard will be given to new tenants who
will produce a good harvest and be loyal to God, the
landowner. Christ, rejected by the hierarchy, is the new
cornerstone, and both the early Christians (and those of
us who call ourselves Christians today) are called to be
the new tenants and faithful servants. What are you
doing in your life to be a good and faithful servant?
How do you live and serve God and those around you?

† Official Prayer of the Sword Points Editorial Board

A

lmighty God, keep us, we pray thee, from thinking of ourselves more highly than we
ought to think, and ready at all times to step aside for others, that the cause of
Christ may be advanced; through the same Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
Name Tags - Remember how
awkward you felt when you first
came to St. Paul’s because you
didn’t know anyone or when you
visit a different church? Name tags
help. So, please be courteous to your fellow
parishioners, to newcomers, visiting clergy and guests
by extending a warm welcome to them and by wearing
your name tag. And remember to wear them to coffee
hour as well.

COFFEE HOUR HOSTS
Oct 8th 8 am - Joyce & John Sarver
Oct 15th 8 am - Pat Brought
Oct 22nd 8 am - Lois Hunt

10:30 am - Barbieri’s
10:30 am - DiSanti/Pascoa
10:30 am - Dot Crocker
Contact Mary Allen at
203-775-6633 or
chamla@charter.net.
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† This Sunday’s Readings
Son and Messiah
Exodus 20:1-4, 7-9, 12-20
n our first reading Moses gives the people the ten commandments that God spoke to
him on Mount Sinai. These precepts are at the heart of Israel’s law or Torah, and form
the basis of the covenant with God established through Moses. The first four commandments
prescribe Israel’s relationship with God. Those which follow require fundamental
responsibilities in human relationships.
Psalm 19
A hymn which glorifies the Creator God, with special praise for God’s
Matthew 21:33-46
law and a prayer for avoidance of sin.
Who, ACTUALLY, is
Philippians 3:4b-14
Paul reminds the new Christians at Philippi that if any have reason to
producing the fruit of the
brag because of heritage, lineage, or zeal, it is he. Yet all human
Kingdom? It could be the
achievements are to be counted as rubbish next to the joy and privilege of
religious leaders. Nay. It
knowing God in Christ. Paul does not consider himself complete, but
presses forward to learn yet more of the grace of Christ, the power of his
SHOULD be the
resurrection, and the sharing in his sufferings. His goal remains ahead:
religious leaders. But are
God’s upward call in Christ Jesus.
they? Are we?
Matthew 21:33-46
Our gospel is the story of the wicked and disloyal tenants who are cast
out of the vineyard. The parable is presented to us as an allegory in which the vineyard is
Israel and the wicked tenants are its people. The servants sent to them are the prophets, and
the son whom they kill is Jesus. To the hearing of the early church the destruction of the
vineyard would parallel the destruction of Jerusalem by the Romans in 70 CE, while the
heritage of the vineyard is now given to others. There is added an ancient prophecy
concerning the stone which was rejected, but which has now become the main cornerstone for
the Lord’s
new work.

I

† Pick Up Your Copy Today!
Synthesis CE Study Guides for each weeks readings will
be available at the back of the church.

† Sermon Shorts

“H

is power that is a work within us.” To
replay all our sermons, audio and videos
follow this link for the Sunday Sermons. Check out
our Sermon Archives as well.
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† Your Prayers Are Requested For…

t is such an intimate time when praying for the health and well being of others and
such a privilege. The people that we lift up to The Lord are part of our hearts for all
time. Please pray for…
.....Fr. George Hall, Brenda Darling, Jean Stauffer,
Lorraine Estok and other parishioners convalescing in
extended care facilities.
.....Christ Church, Waterbury; St. John’s, Waterbury; Christ
Church congregation, Watertown.
.....Revival at St. Paul’s and the greater Danbury area.
.....For all companion and service animals, all livestock and
wild animals, great and small.
.....Ginny Beck, Clayton Ferry, Gary Stein, Joe & Barbara Hock, Sue Balla, Rose
Barrett, Jim Megura, Jay Lawrence, Alex, Teresa Stacchiotti, Mary DeAnzeris, Paul
Kovacs, Michele Sarver, Denise, Lee Rybos, Sandy Chaleski, Susan & Rhonda
continued healing.
.....the people of Taiwan; the people of the Syrian Arab Republic; the Diocese of Southwest
Florida - (IV, The Episcopal Church) The Rt Revd Dabney Smith ; and our sister and
brother members of the US Conference of Mennonite Brethren Churches.
.....Christians in the Middle East facing persecution at the hands of ISIS forces. Pray also
for radical Muslims throughout the world to come to know Jesus Christ.
.....Michael for protection from mortar attacks in Somalia with the UN peacekeeping
service.
.....New Milford Loaves & Fishes Hospitality House, which is the recipient of our food
basket collections during the month of October.
.....Mustafa, who found Christ while fighting ISIS in Mosul.
.....Richard Beattie, Chick-fil-A, Danbury Fair Mall, Danbury, a marketplace partner of
the Jericho Partnership.
.....Pam Altemus, healing from recent heart valve replacement surgery.
.....Conservation of Natural Resources.
.....Cathy Schrull, healing, and peace and comfort
during her treatments.
.....Everyone affected by Hurricanes Harvey,
Irma, Jose and Maria and the ongoing recovery
efforts.
…..Bill Beattie, founder and chairman of the Jericho
Partnership, complete healing of Multiple Myeloma.

† This & That & Links

(Click on pictures or red links for more info)

Links We Like
Things That Make You Think
Back Issues of Sword
Points

BADD: The
Wicked Tenants?
This video is a crime
drama version of The
Parable of The Wicked
Tenants.

22

Just For Fun !

(And Christian Fellowship)

f the Week!
Random Fact o

was
that the television
Did you know ... s after the invention of
year
invented on two
?
d
sliced brea

This picture
is screaming
Send your w
for a captio
inning capti
n…..
on to stpauls
swordpoints
@gmail.com

†

It Takes An Editorial Board
Contributors to this Weeks
Sword Points:

M

ary Allen, Sue Balla, Chris Barrett,
Larry Creagh, Carol Ferro, Steve
Hemming, Diane Loring, Bill Loring, Lois
Hunt, Dori
McManus, Beth
Miller, Nicole
O’Connors, Patrick
O’Connors, Mary
Perry, Ken Perry,
Kirsten Peterson,
Debbi Pomeroy, Joe
Shepley, Tara
Shepley, David Szen,
Ron Switzer, John
Tuthill, Don Winkley
and Gail Winkley.
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