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† Household of Faith
Let us do good to everyone, especially to those in the household of faith.

Galatians 6:10

Dear Family of St. Paul's,
The word "household" as translated from the Greek New Testament is used
interchangeably in Scripture describing a nuclear family, and the church.
In Christ, we are sisters and brothers, called to behold one another not as objects,
but as subjects of our God and King. Let's vision together how we might reach even
deeper bonds of affection through a shared life reflecting healing unity in a fractured
world.
May God grant us the lens to see one another as true family, bought with the price of
Christ's own blood, and worthy of purity, love and care.
Faithfully,

† Even Angels
"...the prophets...spoke of the things that have now
been told you by those who have preached the
gospel to you by the Holy Spirit sent from heaven.
Even angels long to look into these things!"

- 1 Peter 1:12 NIV
by John Tuthill

T

he words "Bible" and "trivia" may not seem to very reverently belong together in the
same sentence, but the one completely unique verse quoted above is almost sure to
stump anyone that you would care to ask this following question; "What is the one and only
place in the Bible that mentions angels and all the prophets all in one verse?"
What is fascinating about this has much less to do with winning at "Bible trivia" and has
everything to do with the reason this one little unique verse brings all of the angels and all of
the prophets together - the Gospel!
What we know now is what the prophets only spoke and wrote about for us, all without
remotely knowing the fullness of what they were inspired to say. And, right now and at this
moment you are reading this, there are 100 million angels (Revelation 5:10-12) marveling at
the throne of God. Angels can only ever "long" to comprehend first-hand as we do the
"Amazing Grace" and the salvation that Christ "finished" for those "adopted" children of
God (Romans 9:4), as He said on the cross (John 19:30).
I seem to have made a very costly mistake - for more time than I would like to admit, I
thought of the gospel, the "Good News," as something that had already fully completed its
job on me. I viewed the gospel as wonderful * but * also as something that had already
served out its full purpose on me the second that I trusted fully in Jesus alone for all hope I
have and for my undeserved salvation.
Maybe that is a common mistake Christians
make? Maybe I'm not the only one? A
Christian could easily and very lovingly put
the gospel just a little to one side, just over
and out of the way enough to clear a lane for
moving ahead to the "bigger" and "more
advanced" things there to be found
searching through the Bible's wisdom from
God. Now, I hope I am beginning to know
better. God offers the gospel everyday and
it is simply the gift of everything that is ever
needed. Paul wrote to the Colossians that
they need to be continuously established and
steadfast in the gospel - to refuse to budge
from it (Col. 1:23). In his book "The Cross
Centered Life," C.J. Mahaney puts it this way: "The gospel isn't just a class among many
that you'll attend during your life as a Christian - the gospel is the whole building that all the
classes take place in!" Evidently and as a lesson it took too long for me to learn, a Christian
needs to daily pray and consider the gospel, especially after being saved. Preaching to
ourselves everyday may seem slightly like
taking a step back to take one forward, but that
step is always one that is back to our Savior.
Thanks be to God!!!

"...continue in your faith, established
and firm, not moved from the hope of
the gospel you heard, which has been
proclaimed in all creation under heaven,
and of which I, Paul, have become a
servant.

- Colossians 1:23
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Whose
portrait
was on the
denarius
shown to
Jesus by the
Pharisee's
disciples?
Matthew
22:15-22 NIV

I

magine, trying to
entrap Jesus with a
riddle. How laughable, we
might think to ourselves.
And yet, don’t we often
to the same kinds of
things? A faithful
Christian knows only too
well that absolutely
everything belongs to
God, and that the
followers task is to take
care of those things God
has given to their charge.

† Happy Birthday to You!

S

andra Brink celebrates today! Friday is the big day for Carol
Ferro, Julia Yurcisin, Steven Donnelly & Tina Schappach.
Bake a cake for Jessica Cordova on Monday. Don Winkley and
Savannah Liss will be opening presents on Tuesday. Gwynn Davidson will be
another year older and wiser on Wednesday.. Have a blessed day everyone!

† This Week at St. Paul’s
Thu, Oct 19
Sat, Oct 21

-

Sun, Oct 22

-

7:30 pm
7:30 am
7:30 am
10:00 am

-

Twentieth Sunday after Pentecost
8:00 am
9:30 am
10:30 am
10:30 am

-

6:30 pm
6:30 pm
9:15 am
6:45 pm
10:00 am
7:00 pm
7:30 pm
7:30 am
7:30 am
10:00 am
11:00 am

-

-

Wed, Oct 25 Thu, Oct 26
Sat, Oct 28

-

Sun, Oct 29

-

Traditional Holy Communion (LiveStream) (Facebook)
Rector’s Forum, Guild Room
Sunday School
Contemporary Holy Communion (LiveStream) (Facebook)

St. James of Jerusalem

Mon, Oct 23 Tue, Oct 24

Music Night, Sanctuary
Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Crocker Hall
John 21:12 Group, Theo’s Diner, New Milford
PraiseMoves, Crocker Hall

Altar Guild Annual Meeting, Guild Room
Men’s Bible Study, Portobello’s
Ladies Bible Study, Guild Room
Boy Scout Troop #5, Crocker Hall
Holy Communion & Healing
IT Committee, Guild Room
Music Night, Sanctuary
Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Crocker Hall
John 21:12 Group, Theo’s Diner, New Milford
Praise Moves, Crocker Hall
St. Paul’s Quilters, Crocker Hall

Twenty First Sunday after Pentecost
8:00 am
9:30 am
10:30 am
10:30 am
4:00 pm

-

Traditional Holy Communion (LiveStream) (Facebook)
Rector’s Forum, Guild Room
Sunday School
Contemporary Holy Communion (LiveStream) (Facebook)
Trunk or Treat
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† This Date on the Church Calendar
Monday, October 23rd

St. James of Jerusalem
Bishop & Martyr

J

ames of Jerusalem is referred to in the New Testament as the brother of Our Lord
Jesus Christ.
He was for many years the leader of the Christian congregation in Jerusalem, and is
generally supposed to be the author of the Epistle of James, although the Epistle
itself does not state this explicitly.
James is mentioned briefly in connection with Jesus' visit to Nazareth (Matt.
13:55; Mark 6:3).
We are told that Jesus' brothers did not believe in Him (John 7:2-5), and
from this, and from references in early Christian writers, it is inferred that James
was not a disciple of the Lord until after the Resurrection.
Paul, listing appearances of the Risen Lord (1 Cor 15:3-8), includes an
appearance to James.
Peter, about to leave Jerusalem after escaping from Herod, leaves a message
for James and the Apostles (Acts 12:17). When a council meets at Jerusalem to
consider what rules Gentile Christians should be required to keep, James
formulates the final consensus (Acts 15:13-21).
Paul speaks of going to Jerusalem three years after his conversion and
conferring there with Peter and James (Gal. 1:18-19), and speaks again of a later
visit (perhaps the one described in Acts 15) on which Peter, James, and John,
"the pillars," placed their stamp of approval on the mission to the Gentiles (Gal.
2:9).
A few verses later (Gal. 2:11-14), he says that messengers from James
coming to Antioch discouraged Jewish Christians there from eating with Gentile Christians.
(If this refers to the same event as Acts 15:1-2, then Paul takes a step back chronologically
in his narration at Gal. 2:11, which is not improbable, since he is dictating and mentioning
arguments and events that count as evidence for his side as they occur to him.)
On his last recorded visit to Jerusalem, Paul visits James (others are present, but no other
names are given) and speaks of his ministry to the Gentiles (Acts 21:18).
Outside the New Testament, James is mentioned by the Jewish historian Josephus, who
calls him "the brother of Jesus the so-called Christ," and reports that he was much respected
even by the Pharisees for his piety and strict observance of the Law, but that his enemies
took advantage of an interval between Roman governors in 62 AD to have him put to death.
His death is also reported by the second-century Christian writer Hegesippus.
Numerous references in early Christian documents show the esteem in which he was
held in the early Church.
There appear to be at least three persons named James mentioned in the New Testament,
and possibly as many as eight.
by James Kiefer

T

† You Can Help

he second Saturday of each month a group from St.
Paul’s volunteers at the Jericho Food & Clothing Pantry
on Spring Street in Danbury. Please consider signing up by
emailing Laurie DoBosh ldobosh@tcco.com. The pantry is also
looking for donations of reusable grocery bags and plastic bags
for the clients to put their food in. We are also looking for
coloring books and crayons for the children who come with their
parents to the pantry (gently used is accepted) and travel size
toiletries you usually find at hotels are also needed. Please place
donations in Crocker Hall bin marked Jericho (left hand brown
bin).
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† His Grace

by Steve Hemming

“And He said to me, “My grace is sufficient for you, for My strength is made
perfect in weakness.” Therefore most gladly I will rather boast in my infirmities,
that the power of Christ may rest upon me. Therefore I take pleasure in infirmities,
in reproaches, in needs, in persecutions, in distresses, for Christ’s sake. For when I
am weak, then I am strong.” 2 Corinthians 12:9-10

T

he Greek word for grace, as expressed in the passage above, is charis. It is
defined as His favor or kindness towards us, a gift or blessing freely given to man
by God. Can you recall a time when you were the recipient of His unmerited
favor, an undeserved blessing, or free gift? The greatest season of God’s favor towards me
to date took place some 15 years ago, where I received a measure of His fullness, and grace
for grace (John 1:16).
In 1996, my mother, Janet Magee Hemming, was diagnosed with breast cancer. Mom
had surgery, followed by a gamut of treatments that were designed to arrest the spread of the
disease. She fought a courageous battle against the cancer for many years, only to be told by
her doctors in April of 2002 that the cancer had spread to other places in her body and since
they had exhausted all possible therapies, my
mother needed to “get her affairs in order.”
The harsh news was quite a blow to Mom, my
sister Janda, and I. Floored by this bleak
reality, I turned to the Lord, and cried out to
Him for help.
When the cancer first appeared, I had
determined in my heart that if God elected to
heal Mom in heaven rather than on earth, I
would take care of her in her ‘last days,” even
if I needed to quit my job to do so. I had just
started a new position at WPI in February of
2002, and when we received the negative
prognosis, even though I received regular
updates from Janda, and drove to Rochester,
NY, to visit my mother as frequently as I
could, I was prepared to leave my job in order
to take care of Mom full-time. Ready and
willing, I trusted God that no matter what, He
would provide for my financial needs.
Although Mom’s health steadily declined, she had her heart set on one important goal attending her 50th high school reunion in late August. With God’s assistance, Janda and I
were able to help Mom realize her dream, and we took her to the reunion, where she was
met with overwhelming love and support from her classmates.
After we got home from the reunion, exhausted from the night and all the attention she
received, Mom fell asleep quickly. However, in the middle of the night, I was woken by a
loud crash - Mom had fallen on her way to the bathroom. While thankfully she was alright,
somehow, I sensed this accident was a sign of things to come, and knew in my heart that I
could not leave my mother and return to work in Worcester, MA.
I contacted my manager at WPI, as well as the Human Resources department there, and
by the grace of God, I was granted a medical leave of absence to stay in Rochester. God
clearly gave me His favor in this regard, because technically, I had not been at WPI long
enough to qualify for a leave from work. So, instead of quitting my job to take care of
Mom, as the result of His lovingkindness, I was able to keep my position at WPI, and be
fully present for my mother in her greatest time of need.
Shortly thereafter, Janda was also granted a leave of absence, and together, along
with part-time assistance from Hospice, we provided for Mom’s care. It was our heart’s
desire to give Mom our undivided attention and the best quality of life we could offer her as
God empowered us.
(Continued on page 6)
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(Continued from page 5)

His Grace

Because she loved taking car rides ever since she was a child, whenever Mom felt up to
it, we would take her out on long drives all around Rochester and the surrounding area. And
we did our best to make her daily routines as fun as possible. For example, as Mom’s health
waned, we had to place a commode near her bed, and help her get up and out each time she
needed to use the bathroom. As she was able, we would pretend to dance from the bed to
the commode and back. Fred Astaire and Ginger Rogers we were not, but we certainly had
some good laughs as we waltzed together back and forth.
While it was difficult to watch Mom suffer, God blessed us with a greater intimacy with
our mother, and amidst the struggles, we shared many memorable moments together. I will
always cherish the times Mom and I prayed with one voice unto the Lord, and even when it
got to the point where she could no longer recite words from her heart along with me, she
would still move her lips simultaneously with mine, as I offered up our requests and
thanksgivings to our Father in heaven.
Without a doubt, the memory that I treasure most, is one that was clearly orchestrated by
the Lord. This generous act of God’s grace took place the day before Mom went to heaven.
On that particular morning, my mother was unresponsive and laid motionless in bed. As my
heart broke for her, I sat down beside Mom and wept uncontrollably. As I cried, I felt a
hand gently touch my cheek in an effort to wipe away my tears. Although she was dying, in
a selfless act of love, the soft touch came from my mother, who with all her might lifted up
her palm to my face in an attempt to comfort me.
On October 13th, 2002, with Janda and me by her
side, God came and brought our mother home to be
Mom and me at Cobbs Hill, in
with Him. And even though many years have passed
Rochester, NY – 4/21/2002
since then, I still miss my mom very much, but I take
comfort in knowing I’ll see her again in paradise, for
she knew Jesus Christ as her Lord and Savior.

Thank you, Abba Father,
from my heart to Yours, for
Your abundant grace that
enabled us to care for Mom,
and also for all You continue
to freely give me for each
new day. Truly, Your grace
is sufficient for me!

The
Rector’s
Forum

The Rector’s Forum meets every Sunday in the Guild
Room between services at 9:30 am. It is currently studying
Romans. The study of the Book of Romans has often proven
to be a life-changing exercise. Throughout the history of the
church, lives have been radically transformed through the
impact of Paul’s Epistle to the Romans.

Did you miss last week’s Children’s sermon? Click here to watch it.
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† Transforming Stewardship
“Render therefore to Caesar the things that are Caesar’s
and to God the things that are God’s.” - Matthew 22:21

E

verything we are and everything we have belongs to
God. We aren’t “owners” of anything, we are merely
“stewards” of the gifts God has given each of us. All God is
asking is that we give back a portion of what He gave us. This
is the essence of Stewardship. God should be our first priority in
everything. All else comes second.

7

Take a Hanger
Fill a Hanger

We are holding a Coat Drive to benefit the various agencies in Danbury
supported by the Jericho Partnership. “Take a Hanger” from the rack
we’ll have at the back of the church this weekend. Check your closets
for those unused coats. And ““Fill
Fill a Hanger.” Bring it back to St. Paul’s
and we’ll get that coat on the back of someone who needs it.
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† Art in the Christian Tradition
Christ and the Pharisses
early 17th century

Anthony van Dyck

A

1599 - 1641

lthough best known as a portraitist, van Dyck executed many religious works
during his formative period in his native city of Antwerp. Like other Flemish
artists of his generation, his graphic manner was influenced by Rubens. In this
study of the New Testament subject Christ and the Pharisees (Matthew 22:15–22), van Dyck
arranged the primary figures in a relieflike composition using highly abbreviated penwork.
Through facial expression, gesture,
and the interrelationships between the
poses of the figures, van Dyck explored
the means to express the ferocity of the
debate between Christ and Simon the
Pharisee concerning fidelity to the law.
He placed the figures in combative
positions, directly opposite each other
in strict profile, and connected the two
through the interplay of their hands;
their faces convey the intensity of the
argument. Van Dyck derived the facial
types from portraits on Renaissance
coins, and the gestures from Raphael's
cartoons for the Acts of the Apostles.
In the composition, the search for the
correct outline, and the blocky forms,
however, he emulated the style of his
master, Rubens.

9

† Where I Almost Went to Church Last Sunday*
* And Where I Almost Didn’t Go to Church at All!

I

traveled to Brussels this past week for a conference. While professional obligations
and return travel to the U.S. kept me from getting to church on Sunday in Brussels, I
ventured out to find Holy Trinity church. It wasn't easy to find. I walked right past
it initially. As you'll see in the first photo, the "face" of the church is an apartment building
with only the words 'Holy Trinity' on the front. One must pass
through an entryway to then discover a beautiful church building
that dates back to the 1880s, even though the current congregants
have only been using it since the 1950s. The middle photo is the
sign for the former inhabitants (Christ Church).
Peace & blessings,
Susan Iverson

† Transforming Saints of God
Thursday, October 19th

Henry Martyn

Missionary & Translator, 1812

H

enry Martyn was born in 1781, studied at Cambridge, and became Senior Wrangler.
(That is, he won the Cambridge University annual mathematics problem-solving
competition, and was accordingly recognized as the University's best undergraduate
mathematician. "Wrangling" is a British University expression for solving
mathematical problems.) He had, moreover, a considerable facility in languages.
Under the encouragement of Charles Simeon, he abandoned his intention of going
into law and instead went to India as a chaplain in 1806. In the six remaining years
of his life, he translated the New Testament into Hindi and Persian, revised an
Arabic translation of the New Testament, and translated the Psalter into Persian and
the Prayer Book into Hindi. In 1811 he left India for Persia, hoping to do further
translations and to improve his existing ones, there and in Arabia. But travel in
those days was not a healthy occupation, and he fell ill and eventually died at Tokat
on October 16, 1812. (The American Calendar commemorates him on 19 October.)
He was buried by the Armenian church there, with the honors ordinarily reserved
for one of their own bishops. His diary (vol. 1, vol. 2) has been called "one of the
most precious treasures of Anglican devotion."
10
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† Safe Church Training

A

re you on the Vestry, a staff member, or involved in a ministry in church? You may
be due for Safe Church Training. This training is very informative and interesting.
If you have not attended the Comprehensive Safe Church Training or it has been over 35 years ago (2011 or earlier), you are due. Following is the date/time/location and the link
to sign up. https://www.episcopalct.org/ECCTCalendar/safe-church-trainings-all/
Saturday, Oct 21; 9:00 am – 4:00 pm - Christ Church, 56 South Cliff Street, Ansonia
Thursday, Oct 26; 6:30 pm – 9:00 pm - St. James Church, 3 Mountain Road, Farmington
Saturday, Oct 28; 9:00 am – 11:30 am - St. Timothy's Church, 4670 Congress Street, Fairfield
Monday, Nov 20; 6:30 pm – 9:00 PM - St. John's Church, 523 Hartford Turnpike, Vernon, CT

COMPREHENSIVE SAFE CHURCH TRAINING is designed for
ordained and lay ministers who have not yet attended a safe church
training in the Episcopal Church in Connecticut (ECCT).
Topics include:·Prevention, identification and response to elder
abuse; Prevention, identification and response to sexual abuse
of children and youth; The newly revised Diocesan Policy for
the Protection of Children and Youth; Power and Boundaries
in the ministerial relationship with adults; The Diocesan response
to misconduct within a community of faith; Sexual Harassment.
Once you have attended, please provide your certificate to
Dorothy Crocker.

† Job Completed

T

he Men’s Bible Study Completed its 20 week
study of the Book of Job this past Monday night.
If you missed it, you can still watch them on LiveStream or
Facebook Live.
This coming Monday night at 6:30 the men will be
celebrating the restoration of Job’s fortunes at Portobello’s.

Name Tags - Remember how
awkward you felt when you first
came to St. Paul’s because you
didn’t know anyone or when you
visit a different church? Name
tags help. So, please be courteous to your fellow
parishioners, to newcomers, visiting clergy and
guests by extending a warm welcome to them and
by wearing your name tag. And remember to wear
them to coffee hour as well.

COFFEE HOUR HOSTS
Oct 22nd 8 am - Lois Hunt
Oct 29th 8 am - Mary & Ken Perry
Nov 5th 8 am - Polly Sorrentino

10:30 am - Dot Crocker
10:30 am - Sandy Chadwick
10:30 am - Connie Williams
Contact Mary Allen at
203-775-6633 or
chamla@charter.net.
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Holy Land Revisited

A

† The Herodium 

bout 20 miles south of Jerusalem, and close to Bethlehem, is a large volcano-like
structure that seems completely out of place for the area. It rises up out of the
desert almost 2,500 feet and served as one of King Herod’s palace-fortresses, and
also as his future tomb. It may be where King Herod summoned
the wise men before he butchered all the Bethlehem babies in his
search for the newborn king, Jesus (Matthew 2:7-16). The
excavation today is truly impressive and, like Herod’s palaces at
Masada and Caesarea, should definitely be on your itinerary.
Josephus said it was built on the site of Herod’s victory over
the last Hasmonean king, Antigonus, in 37 B.C. (whom Rome
beheaded as Herod became their new favorite to rule Judea) and
described the site like this:
“This fortress, which is some sixty stadia distant from
Jerusalem, is naturally strong and very suitable for such a
structure, for reasonably nearby is a hill, raised to a height by the
hand of man and rounded off in the shape of a breast. At intervals
it has round towers, and it has a steep ascent formed of two
hundred steps of hewn stone. Within it are costly royal apartments
made for security and for ornament at the same time. At the base
of the hill there are pleasure grounds built in such a way as to be
worth seeing, among other things because of the way in which
water, which is lacking in that place, is brought in from a distance and at great expense. The
surrounding plain was built up as a city second to none, with the hill serving as an acropolis
for the other dwellings.”
In 2007, Herod’s mausoleum was discovered halfway up the slopes with three coffins,
one of which had carved red limestone rosettes and believed to belong to the Roman vassal
king himself. It was smashed to bits, probably by the Zealots, who like Masada, held this
ground in their rebellion against Rome until 71 A.D. Tunnels under the fortress, cut out by
the rebels of the Bar Kokhba Rebellion in 132-135 A.D. when Rome laid siege to the
Herodium, can be walked today at the site. There are also massive underground cisterns to
store rainwater through a channel and three more cut into
the slopes outside (the trail up to the palace goes through
two of them).
Josephus said Herod was laid to rest here at the
Herodium, on a golden bed in a gigantic funeral procession
with his whole personal guard.
“Herod was borne upon a golden bier studded with
precious stones of various kinds and with a cover of purple
over it. The dead man too was wrapped in purple robes
and wore a diadem on which a gold crown had been placed,
and beside his right hand lay his scepter. (Thousands must
have been in the procession, including) the whole army as
if marching to war…followed by 500 servants carrying
spices. And they went eight stades toward Herodium, for it
was there that the burial took place by his own order.”
Some think the supposed tomb of Herod is yet to be
(Continued on page 15)
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(Continued from page 14)

The Herodium

found deeper in the slopes of the palace. For someone as great
as Herod, who likened himself to Caesar, this space seems too
small for his ego (32 feet by 32 feet), with not enough room for
the throngs who would come to pay him tribute, and an
architectural conflict in the cistern’s placement. If it is not his
mausoleum, then it probably belonged to close family
members.
There were two parts to the Herodium, a lower and upper
section. The upper section was his hilltop fortress that rose up
about seven stories into the air with two concentric walls and
four huge towers to protect his luxurious palace (and to
communicate with mirrors to Jerusalem and Masada, probably
indicative of his paranoia at being overthrown). Within the
two-storied palace were luxurious tiled floors and mosaics that
adorned the large garden’s porticoes, a reception hall for
entertaining, a domed bathhouse, and a courtyard.
The lower part, more like a small city, had almost 40 acres
of administrative buildings around a large pool (220 x 150 feet)
in the center surrounded by lavish gardens, all of which were
supplied by an aqueduct system from almost four miles away.
Having this much water in the middle of the Judean desert, and a pool deep enough for
boats, spoke volumes about his power to the surrounding arid population. He also had a
1,200-foot racecourse (that may have been built for his funeral procession) and a 450-person
theatre with his own opulent royal box to view performances.
Herod was a fabulous builder, but he did these architectural wonders at the expense of
slave labor and exorbitant taxes that made him feared and hated by everyone. He tortured
and killed family, friend, and foe alike. He even imprisoned scores of Judean notables to be
executed on the day of his death (to ensure there would be some mourning). Augustus said
of him, “It’s better to be Herod’s pig than his son!” The mothers of Bethlehem who lost
their babies to his paranoia to find Jesus would probably have had much more than that to
say of him, and his massive Herodium would only remind them of their monumental loss
every day.

Coming Next Summer!
Are you ready to travel to the Biblical land of the
Pharaohs, Jacob, Joseph, and Israel during the famine?
Plans are underway for another awesome Christian
pilgrimage. This time to Egypt with a Nile River cruise
and a climb up Mount Sinai. There will be options for
those who haven’t been to Jordan and Israel as well.
We depart for Egypt on June 28th and return on July
19th. The Israel only trip leaves
on July 10th. Pricing and more details coming soon.
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talks about being a responsible citizen
J esus
of the world, but balancing that with
“giving to God the things that are God’s.” The
government makes sure to tell us what we owe
them, but how ever do good Christians begin
to calculate how to faithfully return a share of
their blessings to the gracious provided who has
given us everything we have in life?

† Transforming Saints of God
Thursday, October 19th

William Carey

Missionary to India, 1834

W

illiam Carey was an English Baptist missionary and was a major figure in
developing the Protestant missionary movement of the nineteenth century.
Born a son of the Church of England in 1761, Carey took an early interest in his studies
and excelled at languages, a gift that would serve him in his ministry. After his
village schooling, Carey apprenticed as a cobbler where he came into contact
with a fellow worker who was a Nonconformist. Carey was challenged by this
relationship and he eventually left the Church of England and became a
Congregationalist. Carey developed into a master cobbler, married, and with his
wife, Dorothy, had six children, only three of which survived childhood. During
his years as a master cobbler, Carey’s interest in languages became a passionate
avocation; he learned Italian, French, Dutch, and Hebrew, while increasing his
mastery of Latin, a language he had taught himself as a youngster.
Carey’s spiritual quest continued. He was re-baptized in 1783 and was a Baptist for the
remainder of his life. He became a schoolmaster and served as a Baptist pastor while
struggling with his responsibility to foreign missions. He was among the founders in 1792
of what would become the Baptist Missionary Society. Finally, in 1793, Carey and
company set out for India.
After transitional periods in Calcutta and Midnapore, Carey and his fellow missionaries
settled in Serampore in 1800 where Carey would spend the rest of his life. He was
appointed a professor at Fort Williams College, which had been founded to educate the
children of civil servants. While teaching, Carey translated the Bible into Bengali and
Sanskrit and the New Testament into other Indian languages and dialects, in addition to
providing translations of other Christian literature. Carey also completed a Bengali-English
dictionary and other linguistic tools to support missionary work.
In 1818, Carey’s mission established Serampore College for the dual purpose of training
indigenous ministers and providing a classical education to anyone regardless of caste or
national origin. William Carey died on June 9, 1834, and was buried in Serampore.
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St. Paul’s Mission Committee

Annual Request for Budget Line Items for Year 2018
“If a brother or sister is without clothing and in need of daily food, and if one of you
says to them, go in peace, be warmed and be filled, and yet do not give them what is
necessary for their body, what use is that? Even so faith, if it has no works, is dead, being
by itself.” James 2:15-17

S

aint Paul’s Mission Committee serves the entire parish as a focal point for our
mission work. We prepare an annual budget for vestry approval. Items in this
budget come from you, our parishioners! This is your opportunity to enhance your personal
or family missions with the prayer, physical and financial support of the entire parish!
As a sponsor of your Christian based organization, you are
asked to complete the form at the end of this article.
Additionally, you are expected to submit a “Sword
Points” article. This is your opportunity to “put a
face” on what we as a parish are supporting.
We invite your active participation in this
budgeting process as well as your involvement
with St. Paul’s Mission Committee. We meet first
Thursday, monthly 7:30 in the Guild Room.
If you have any questions regarding this process,
please contact a member of the mission committee:
Larry Creagh, Barbara DeAnzeris, Laurie DoBosh, Lois
Hunt, Joyce Sarver, Bill Schrull, Ron Switzer, Bonnie
Wanzer, Cigdem Usekes & Don Winkley.
Mission Organization:_____________________
Persons requesting prayer, physical or financial support ____________________________
Our task is to sponsor those missions that are:
 Christ Centered
 Meet the basic needs of our neighbors
 Have a strong base of existing personal support by more than one St. Paul’s Parish
members.
Briefly describe the purpose or scope of the mission or organization:
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
Is it Christian based, to spread the Good News of Jesus Christ?
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
To what extent do you recommend St Paul’s should offer support?
Prayer Needs: ____________________
Financial Support: $_______________
Physical Assistance: ______________
Any other pertinent information for committee consideration.
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
Kindly return this form to the Mission Committee by November 1, 2017.
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Altar Guild Annual
Meeting
The Altar Guild will
gather together in the Guild
Room on Monday, October
23rd at 6:30 pm for a potluck
supper and Annual Meeting.
Each member is asked to
please bring their
favorite casserole,
salad or dessert to
share. New members
will be welcomed,
new or changed
procedures will be
reviewed, Sacristans'
responsibilities for 2018
will be assigned, and
there will be a
question and answer
period. Please join with us
for an evening of Christian
fellowship and sharing. New
members are always
welcome. R.S.V.P. to Gail
Winkley, 203-775-3343 or
gailwinkley@yahoo.com by
Friday, October 20th.
Sunday, Nov. 5, is the
International Day of
Prayer for the Persecuted
Church
The most common request of
persecuted Christians is that
we pray for them. On this
important day, join
thousands of others across
the United States and around
the world in prayer for our
persecuted brothers and
sisters.

Solution in next week’s Sword Points
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† This Sunday’s Readings
Allegiance of Heart, Mind and Soul
Exodus 33:12-23
n this lesson Moses seeks reassurance and to see God’s glory. God promises the divine
presence and favor. Although no mortal may see God’s face, God’s name will be made
known through graciousness and mercy.
Psalm 99
Matthew 22:15-22
The holy and mighty Lord reigns on high. God has spoken to Israel’s
How can a Jew be faithful and
leaders from a pillar of cloud and has forgiven them their misdeeds.
observant
and also stay alive under
1 Thessalonians 1:1-10
In company with Silvanus and Timothy, Paul greets the new
Roman rule? Yikes. But it is precisely
Christians of Thessalonica, giving thanks for their faith and their
this position of being caught in a bind
conversion from idols to the worship of the true and living God. This
of irreconcilable, conflicting
letter was written not long after Paul’s first missionary visit to this city in
obligations and duties that make real
the country we know today as Greece. Evidently the converts were all
former pagans. The apostle refers to the troubles and persecution that are life so interesting. The desire to make
also reported in the Acts of the Apostles. But the gospel, empowered by
the tension go away, to solve it, is the
the activity of the Holy Spirit, has inspired a faith which has become
enemy of true faithfulness.
widely known.
Matthew 22:15-22
In our gospel lesson Jesus answers a question about taxation by teaching that people
should pay what belongs to the emperor to the emperor and the things of God to God. The
question was meant as a trap. If Jesus advised the paying of taxes to the occupying Roman
powers, many Jews would have considered him a collaborator. Had he counseled nonpayment, the Herodian servants of the Romans could accuse him of sedition. On one level
Jesus’ answer is a masterstroke of clever ambiguity, but it also causes his hearers to reflect
more deeply on their responsibility to God and the state. Perhaps the saying suggests that
government has its legitimate yet limited claims. It must not be given the highest allegiance.
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† Pick Up Your Copy Today!
Synthesis CE Study Guides for each weeks readings will
be available at the back of the church.

† Sermon Shorts

“G

od will complete the good work he has started
in you.” To replay all our sermons, audio and
videos follow this link for the Sunday Sermons. Check
out our Sermon Archives as well.
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† Known and Unknown

T

he inner life, the heart, the private chamber where God sees in secret is an expansive
mansion, the walls of which move ever outward to welcome that than which nothing
greater can be conceived. Though beyond space, God is spacious; though beyond measure,
God is most high and highly exalted. The kingdom of God is within you, yet beyond you,
and beyond all created things. “The Lord is king; let the peoples tremble” (Ps. 99:1). “Extol
the Lord our God; worship at his footstool. Holy is he!” (Ps. 99:5) The Word is very near
you, in your heart, and yet beyond all knowing. “[W]orship at his holy mountain; for the
Lord our God is holy” (Ps. 99:9). God’s holiness and essence - eye hath not seen, and ear
hath not heard, nor has it entered into the heart of a person. Being itself sits in a communion
of love from before time and forever. Do you have room for God?
Grace goes first. God says to Moses, “I know you by name” (Ex. 33:12). From an
unimaginable height, from unseen depths, from another shore, God goes out to Moses,
saying, “My presence will go with you, and I will give you rest” (Ex. 33:14). God comes
down showing divine
goodness, the divine
name, divine presence
seeming to pass by.
God puts Moses in
the cleft of a rock,
covers his face with
an unseen hand, and
permits a glimpse of
what no eye may see.
Of their discourse it is
said that “the Lord
used to speak to
Moses face to face, as
one speaks to a
friend” (Ex. 33:11).
Incredibly, the source
of all creation takes
notice of some small
portion of all that is, speaking words and emanating presence. Moses is the friend of God, a
figure of those who become the friends of Christ, and who say “Abba, Father.”
While working and naming, however, God sometimes remains hidden, unknown to the
human instruments of his work. “Thus says the Lord to his anointed, to Cyrus, whose right
hand I have grasped to subdue nations before him and strip kings of their robes, to open
doors before him - and the gates shall not be closed” (Isa. 45:1). Persia works a divine
purpose: “For the sake of my servant Jacob, and Israel my chosen, I call you by your name, I
surname you, though you do not know me” (Isa. 45:4). God will do what he will do. There
are things that belong to emperors, but there is no thing and no one beyond the governance
and claim of God (Matt. 22:21). Render to God, as you must.
In Christ, God has come to us, to make a home in our lives, to awaken faith. The
message of the gospel “came to you not in word only, but also in power and in the Holy
Spirit and with full conviction” (1 Thess. 1:5). Thus faith in Christ shines forth as an
example to all believers. “In every place your faith in God has become known, so that we
have no need to speak about it” (1 Thess. 1:8). The transcendent God has come to us in
Christ, and the work of Christ shines upon people and gives glory to the Father. This deep
experience of Christ in the power of the Holy Spirit is both known and unknown. It is
friendship with God, and discovery. It is warm and intimate, and yet new and never fully
known. It is within, but arrives moment by moment as a seed that falls into the soul, carried
by a distant storm.
Look It Up
Read Matthew 22:21.
Think About It
People do not always know that they are used by God, or how they are used. Grace is full
and hidden.
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† Your Prayers Are Requested For…

t is such an intimate time when praying for the health and well being of others and
such a privilege. The people that we lift up to The Lord are part of our hearts for all
time. Please pray for…
.....Fr. George Hall, Brenda Darling, Jean Stauffer,
Lorraine Estok and other parishioners convalescing in
extended care facilities.
.....Holy Spirit, West Haven; St. Paul’s, Westbrook;
Emmanuel, Weston.
.....Revival at St. Paul’s and the greater Danbury area.
.....Diocesan Episcopal Church Women Diocesan Altar
Guild; local ECW chapters and parish altar guilds.
.....Ginny Beck, Clayton Ferry, Gary Stein, Joe & Barbara Hock, Sue Balla, Rose
Barrett, Jim Megura, Jay Lawrence, Alex, Teresa Stacchiotti, Mary DeAnzeris, Paul
Kovacs, Michele Sarver, Denise, Lee Rybos, Sandy Chaleski, Susan & Rhonda
continued healing.
.....the people of Ukraine; the people of the Republic of Yemen; the Diocese of Taiwan (VIII, The Episcopal Church) The Rt Revd David Lai; and our sister and brother members
of the Methodist Church of Malaysia.
.....Christians in the Middle East facing persecution at the hands of ISIS forces. Pray also
for radical Muslims throughout the world to come to know Jesus Christ.
.....Michael for protection from mortar attacks in Somalia with the UN peacekeeping
service.
.....New Milford Loaves & Fishes Hospitality House, which is the recipient of our food
basket collections during the month of October.
.....Mustafa, who found Christ while fighting ISIS in Mosul.
.....Janeisa Kaplan, Keller Williams, a marketplace partner of the Jericho Partnership.
.....Pam Altemus, healing from recent heart valve
replacement surgery.
.....Guidance.
.....Cathy Schrull, healing, and peace and comfort
during her treatments.
.....Everyone affected by Hurricanes Harvey,
Irma, Jose and Maria and the ongoing recovery
efforts.
…..Bill Beattie, founder and chairman of the
Jericho Partnership, complete healing of Multiple Myeloma.

† This & That & Links

(Click on pictures or red links for more info)

Links We Like
Things That Make You Think
Back Issues of Sword Points

Yvonne’s Story: Sins Forgiven
Life was good for Yvonne. She had a
caring husband and loving children, and
she had established a comfortable life for
herself through hard work and
determination. She assumed she had no
need for God, and in fact, didn’t even
believe in Him. But problems eventually
led her to feel so hopeless … ended up …
picking up a Bible. And one story she
read in its pages changed her life.
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Just For Fun !

(And Christian Fellowship)

What’s it?
Where’s it?
Do you know
where this object
is? What it is?
Send you answer
HERE for a
chance at a great
Sword Points
prize.

†

It Takes An Editorial Board
Contributors to this Weeks
Sword Points:

M

ary Allen, Sue Balla, Chris Barrett,
Larry Creagh, Carol Ferro, Steve
Hemming, Diane Loring, Bill Loring, Lois
Hunt, Dori
McManus, Beth
Miller, Nicole
O’Connors, Patrick
O’Connors, Mary
Perry, Ken Perry,
Kirsten Peterson,
Debbi Pomeroy, Joe
Shepley, Tara
Shepley, David Szen,
Ron Switzer, John
Tuthill, Don Winkley
and Gail Winkley.
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