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“Don't let anyone look down on you because you are young, but set an
example for the believers in speech, in conduct, in love, in faith and in
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1 Timothy 4:12

Dear Friends,

O

ur youth are the leaders of our church. In calling children to
himself, our Lord said, "Let the little children come to me, and do
not hinder them, for the kingdom of heaven belongs to such as these."
Jesus declares that children show us what the kingdom of God looks
like on this earth.
The more we
approach our
relationships,
decisions and
faith with
childlike wonder,
the closer we
become to God,
and one another.
As a mission
post for youth,
may we
surrender more
and more to the
priority of our
children's
callings as they
discover their gifts, their hopes, and their faith. We are better
together, with our children leading
St. Paul’s Church
the way.
174 Whisconier Road
In Christ,

Brookfield, Connecticut 06804
(203) 775-9587

www.SaintPaulsBrookfield.com
The Rev. Joseph Shepley, Rector
Beth Miller, Parish Office Coordinator
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Who buried Moses and where?
Deuteronomy 34:4-6 NIV

T

here’s an
order to
these commandments:
love God first, and then
love your neighbor AS
you love yourself. The
wise follower is the one
who tries to obey and
follow these each and
every day of their lives.
How are you doing?

† Happy Birthday to You!

D

avid Szen celebrates today! Throw a party on Saturday for Keith
Balla. Bake a cake for Norma Jeanne Sporck on Sunday. Susan
Iverson will be another year older and wiser on Monday. Have a
spooky celebration for George Franklin, Jacqueline Burr, Jayne
Arcamone & Lynne Donnelly on Tuesday. Ruth O’Hara will be
blowing out candles on Wednesday. Have a blessed day everyone!

† This Week at St. Paul’s
Thu, Oct 26
Sat, Oct 28

Sun, Oct 29

Tue, Oct 31

-

-

-

7:30 pm

-

7:30 am
7:30 am
11:00 am

-

St. Simon & St. Jude, Apostles

Sat, Nov 4

-

Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Crocker Hall
John 21:12 Group, Theo’s Diner, New Milford
St. Paul’s Quilters, Crocker Hall

Twenty First Sunday after Pentecost
8:00 am
9:30 am
10:30 am
10:30 am
4:00 pm
9:15 am
5:45 pm
6:45 pm

-

Traditional Holy Communion (LiveStream) (Facebook)
Rector’s Forum, Guild Room
Sunday School
Contemporary Holy Communion (LiveStream) (Facebook)
Trunk or Treat
Ladies Bible Study, Guild Room
Boot Camp, Crocker Hall
Boy Scout Troop #5, Crocker Hall

10:00 am
5:45 pm
7:30 pm
7:30 pm
7:30 pm
7:30 am
7:30 am
10:00 am

-

Holy Communion & Healing
Boot Camp, Crocker Hall
Music Night, Sanctuary
Mission Committee, Guild Room
Property Committee, Classroom
Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Crocker Hall
John 21:12 Group, Theo’s Diner, New Milford
PraiseMoves, Crocker Hall

8:00 am
9:30 am
10:30 am
10:30 am

-

Traditional Holy Communion (LiveStream) (Facebook)
Rector’s Forum, Guild Room
Sunday School
Contemporary Holy Communion (LiveStream) (Facebook)

All Saints’ Day

Wed, Nov 1 Thu, Nov 2 -

Music Night, Sanctuary

All Saints’ Sunday

Sun, Nov 5 -
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† He'll Leave The Light On For You
""Terror accomplishes no real obedience...
But the free pardon of the cross uproots sin,
and withers all its branches.
Only the certainty of love, forgiving love, can do this!"

- “God’s Way ofHoliness
by John Tuthill

T

wo staggeringly tall orders come from Jesus in the Gospel reading this week.
Matthew 22:37 - 39; "...You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and
with all your soul, and with all your mind. This is the greatest and first commandment. And
the second is like it: You shall love your neighbor as yourself. On these two
commandments hang all the law and the prophets."
Since being baptized at the age of twelve (and at the same time, baptized with my dad
and with my little sister), I've been a
believer in Jesus. In fact, I hungered to
be baptized again (and again, and
again!) as often as possible due to the
flash of clarity I experienced and will
never forget. But, our rector very
patiently informed my twelve-year-old
self that weekly baptisms were not,
generally speaking, "the Episcopal way."
Throughout the decades since and up
until much more recently since coming
to St. Paul's, my particular problem was
never that I was lacking faith. And,
wanting to talk with people about Jesus
was not my personal stumbling block
either. No, my problem was trying to
figure out how to remain in good favor
with my Lord and my God - the One that
had saved me. I would come into God's
presence in prayer, wanting to ask Him
to help me and to make some wrong
right which I had willingly run and
done. At these times, I often pictured God's face with an angry look, His arms tightly
crossed. So, I would persist, and I would plead, as if that could cause God to forgive me, his
most disappointingly prodigal son. This would seem to work for only a short while, until
the next series of times that I would need to repeat the whole process again and again. It
would always seem to me that God must be more than fed-up with me, coming and going. I
imagined God must be thinking, "Oh yeah, sure, technically, I guess you're forgiven - but
how much longer is this little game going to continue?" At some point, what is preached at
St. Paul's so well and what is written in Romans chapter 5 began to penetrate my plodding
perception: "Therefore, having been justified by faith, we have peace with God through our
Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we also have obtained our introduction by faith into this
**GRACE** in which we stand..." (Emphasis added, heavily on the "GRACE"!) What is
this? It is God's engraved invitation to rejoice in (instead of worrying about) our reconciled
status. It is "finished" (John 19:30) and our place is with God. This is accomplished and it
is maintained by JESUS, and no one else. Stealing a glace ahead to the next chapter in
Romans, I see I have not misunderstood this outrageous forgiveness - God's grace abounds
and it is entirely Jesus' work that maintains my reconciliation. The anger that we all fully
deserve for our sins past, present and future is 100% taken on by Jesus, your Savior and
mine - there is none of God's anger remaining. What a release and what a lasting Way our
Lord is. "Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us." Now, in prayer I see Jesus seeming to say
"There is even more and I've made it not a burden, but now a joy." Hallelujah!
Thanks be to God!!!
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† William L. Mayers, Rest in Peace
Dear Family of St. Paul's,

I

write to inform you that Bill Mayers died
peacefully in his sleep Wednesday morning.

Upon entering his room, we saw Bill with one
of our parish mission crosses next to him as he
rested in peace underneath his favorite painting of
Jesus (below), created on Barbados island wood
given to him from his Aunt Lilly when he was a
child. We offered prayers of thanks for Bill's life
while celebrating his hope in the resurrection.
An Anglican from birth with ancestry from
Barbados and St. Thomas, Bill's passion for all
things Anglican permeated his life through his
courtesy, old-fashioned sense of decorum and
overall capacity,
particularly in his embrace of different nationalities, and the
weak and marginalized.
Bill served in the Army for twenty-seven years, and
enjoyed a career in the FBI and in security. Many of us
remember Bill's intercession each Sunday during the Prayers
of the People as he remembered our veterans and all serving
our country. "Bless them and keep them in Thine eternal
care," were Bill's concluding words in those prayers, and now
we offer those same words to God on his behalf.
A date will be forthcoming for Bill's Burial Rite. Please
keep Bill's wife, Marian, and family in your prayers.
Faithfully,
Fr. Joe +

The
Rector’s
Forum

The Rector’s Forum meets every Sunday in the Guild
Room between services at 9:30 am. It is currently studying
Romans. The study of the Book of Romans has often proven
to be a life-changing exercise. Throughout the history of the
church, lives have been radically transformed through the
impact of Paul’s Epistle to the Romans.

Did you miss last week’s Children’s sermon? Click here to watch it.
5

† This Date on the Church Calendar
Saturday, October 28th

St. Simon & St. Jude
Apostles

T

he only thing the Gospels tell us about Simon is that he was one of the disciples, and
that he was called “the Zealot” (Zelotes). John mentions Jude in his description of
the Last Supper. The Epistle of Jude may be the work of the disciple Jude, who is the man
mentioned by John as the brother of James the Greater.
Tradition has consistently associated Simon and Jude as apostles to Persia. Some
accounts state that they were martyrs, a tradition generally accepted by the Western Church.
The Monology of Basil, however,
says that Simon died a peaceful
death at Edessa. Jude, who was
surnamed Thaddeus, has been
confused with another Thaddeus,
who was also said to have died a
quiet death, either in Beirut or
Edessa. Whatever the facts,
accounts conflict and reliable data
are lacking.
There are other scholarly
questions about both men. One
involves Simon’s appellation
“Zelotes.” Whether in fact he had
been a member before his
conversion of one of the several
factions called “Zealots,” or
whether this title refers to his zeal
for the Jewish law, is not known,
but he has consistently been
identified by it. For some centuries, and even to this day, Jude has been regarded in popular
devotion as the “patron of desperate or lost causes,” but the basis of this tradition is obscure.
The Epistle of Jude concludes with this striking doxology: “Now to him who is able to
keep you from falling, and to present you without blemish before the presence of his glory
with rejoicing, to the only God our Savior, be glory, majesty, dominion, and authority,
through Jesus Christ our Lord, before all time and now and for ever” (Jude 24–25).
"It is a shameful thing for a Christian to talk about getting the victory.
We should belong so completely to the Victor that it is always His victory,
and 'we are more than conquerors through Him'…(Romans 8:37)".
-Oswald Chambers

T

† You Can Help

he second Saturday of each month a group from St.
Paul’s volunteers at the Jericho Food & Clothing Pantry
on Spring Street in Danbury. Please consider signing up by
emailing Laurie DoBosh ldobosh@tcco.com. The pantry is also
looking for donations of reusable grocery bags and plastic bags
for the clients to put their food in. We are also looking for
coloring books and crayons for the children who come with their
parents to the pantry (gently used is accepted) and travel size
toiletries you usually find at hotels are also needed. Please place
donations in Crocker Hall bin marked Jericho (left hand brown
bin).
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† God Is Able

by Steve Hemming

“And God is able to make all grace abound toward you, that you, always having
all sufficiency in all things, may have an abundance for every good work.”

2 Corinthians 9:8

G

od is able. While we know this to be true, why then do we still tend to take matters
into our own hands rather than rely on Him? Do we really think our plans will
succeed independent of God? Considering that Jesus told us that apart from Him we can do
nothing (John 15:5), we are deceived if we think that we can actually thrive in life while
maintaining an attitude of self-sufficiency.
This was a particularly troublesome week for me. It seemed as though I was beset by
one problem after another. I felt so shell-shocked by all that had transpired, that I woke up
this particular morning already feeling beleaguered as I faced a new day.
It was still dark when I left my office to head across campus to provide support for an
important customer’s event. As I approached my destination, I heard these words drop into
my spirit; “If you had asked Me for help instead of handling things on your own, you would
have had more successful outcomes.” This revelation stopped me dead in my tracks. As my
mind quickly scanned through the challenges I faced during the past several days, I came to
the harsh realization that for the most part, I had not sought the Lord for wisdom and
guidance.
I confessed my self-reliance to
God and determined that going
forward, I would bring each matter
I faced to Him. As I proceeded
through my workday, the Lord
brought forth many helpful
scriptures which served to brighten
my outlook and give me greater
confidence in His ability to provide
the support I needed:
· Jeremiah 33:3 – “Call to Me, and I will answer you, and show you great and mighty
things, which you do not know.”
· Psalm 32:8 – “I will instruct you and teach you in the way which you should go; I will
counsel you with My eye upon you.”
· Psalm 55:22 – “Cast your burden upon the Lord and He will sustain you; He will
never allow the righteous to be shaken.”
· Luke 18:27 – “But He said, “The things which are impossible with men are possible
with God.”
· Mark 9:23 – “Jesus said to him, “If you can believe, all things are possible to him who
believes.”
Although I still encountered my fair share of predicaments during the day, because I
relied upon the Lord and not myself, I was not moved. I faced everything calmly and
handled whatever came my way with the mind of Christ.
What difficulties are you facing today? Our God is able to give you everything you need
to succeed!

“Now to Him who is able to do exceedingly abundantly above all that we ask or
think, according to the power that works in us, to Him be glory in the church by
Christ Jesus to all generations, forever and ever. Amen”
Ephesians 3:20-21

T

he Great Commandment - love God and love your neighbor - how can we
make it the basis of all we do in life? Perhaps habits of prayer, study,
sacrificial giving, and being connected to a faith-filled community can be our
stepping stones to living that commandment in a world that constantly tempts us
into living only for ourselves, and puts God in the less than primary place he
deserves.
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Take a Hanger
Fill a Hanger

We are holding a Coat Drive to benefit the various agencies in
Danbury supported by the Jericho Partnership. “Take a Hanger” from
the rack we’ll have at the back of the church this weekend. Check your
closets for those unused coats. And ““Fill
Fill a Hanger.” Bring it back to
St. Paul’s and we’ll get that coat on the back of someone who needs it.
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† Transforming Stewardship
“You shall love the Lord, your God, with all your heart, with all your soul and with all
your mind.” - Matthew 22:37

D

o you put other “gods” before God? Is your love
of money, power, status or some personal
possession greater than your love for God? Do you really
recognize that everything you have and everything you are
is a gift from God? The good news - it’s not too late to put
God first in your life in all things.
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† Thanksgiving Baskets

F

or the November food baskets, please bring items you would
enjoy at Thanksgiving. We will make up 3 baskets for the
same families who will be receiving the gifts from our Christmas
Giving Tree. We will need three turkeys to be donated. While
you shop, if you could please choose any items from the
following list:
Gravy/Stuffing, Pumpkin Pie Mix, Bread or Dinner Rolls,
Cranberry Sauce, Fruit Pie Fillings, Fresh or Canned
Vegetables, Pie Crust, Potatoes, Sweet Potatoes, Onions, Celery,
Carrots, Fresh or Canned Fruit, Cake Mix, Soup, Juice or Cider,
Paper Products/Decorations, Brownie Mix, Nuts.
All food donations are due by Sunday, November 19th.
Once the food donations have come in, we will
need volunteers to divide the food into the baskets
for the families. Please speak with Barbara
DeAnzeris, 203-775-3722.

† Men's Bible Study to Begin a New Series:
I & 2 Thessalonians.

P

aul's two letters to the Thessalonians contain some of the most important Bible
passages about the final days. These letters set forth the Christian view of history,
showing that history is not cyclical, but linear, and
will come to a culmination consisting of the
parousia, or Second Coming of Christ, the
resurrection, the judgment and the kingdom. Come join us,
starting Monday November 6thand find out how we, too, are
part of God's great plan of salvation. We start promptly at 7 pm
and end just as promptly at 8 .

Name Tags - Remember how
awkward you felt when you first
came to St. Paul’s because you
didn’t know anyone or when you
visit a different church? Name
tags help. So, please be courteous to your fellow
parishioners, to newcomers, visiting clergy and
guests by extending a warm welcome to them and
by wearing your name tag. And remember to wear
them to coffee hour as well.

COFFEE HOUR HOSTS
Oct 29th 8 am - Mary & Ken Perry
Nov 5th 8 am - Joan Boehm
Nov 12th 8 am - Polly Sorrentino

10:30 am - Sandy Chadwick
10:30 am - Connie Williams
10:30 am - Beth Beck
Contact Mary Allen at
203-775-6633 or
chamla@charter.net.
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† Art in the Christian Tradition
Last Acts and Death of Moses
1481-82

Luca Signorelli, 1450-1523

T

Sistine Chapel, Vatican City

he famous biographer Vasari was certain that this fresco in the
Sistine Chapel was made by Luca Signorelli. Present day art
historians disagree and claim that most of it was made by
Bartolomeo della Gatta. Only the more dynamic figures would be
Signorelli's.
Signorelli was not on
the list of four artists who
at first were commissioned
to decorate the walls of the
Sistine Chapel.
On the right Moses
reads to a listening crowd
(Deut. 29-30). At his feet
is the Ark of the Covenant,
with the two tables of the
Law. On the left he hands
over his leadership to his
successor Joshua. In the
center of the background
Moses is on Mount Nebo.
An angel shows him the
promised land, which he
will never reach. On the left his people mourn his death.
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† All Saints’ Day
Wednesday, November 1st
t is believed by many scholars that the commemoration of all the saints on
November first originated in Ireland, spread from there to England, and then to the
continent of Europe. That it had reached Rome and had been adopted there early in
the ninth century is attested by a letter of Pope Gregory IV, who reigned from 828 to 844, to
Emperor Louis “the Pious,” urging that such a festival be observed throughout the Holy
Roman Empire.
However, the desire of Christian people to express the intercommunion of the living and
the dead in the Body of Christ by a commemoration of those who, having professed faith in
the living Christ in days past, had entered into the nearer presence of their Lord, and
especially of those who had crowned their profession with heroic deaths, was far older than
the early Middle Ages. Gregory Thaumaturgus (the “Wonder Worker”), writing before the
year 270, refers to the
observance of a festival of
all martyrs, though he does
not date it. A hundred years
later, Ephrem the Deacon
mentions such an
observance in Edessa on
May 13; and the patriarch
John Chrysostom, who died
in 407, says that a festival
of All Saints was observed
on the first Sunday after
Pentecost in Constantinople
at the time of his episcopate.
The contemporary
lectionary of the East Syrians set a commemoration of all the saints on Friday in Easter
week. On May 13, in the year 610, the Pantheon in Rome - originally a pagan temple
dedicated to “all the gods” - was dedicated as the Church of St. Mary and All Martyrs.
All Saints’ Day is classed, in the Prayer Book of 1979, as a Principal Feast, taking
precedence of any other day or observance. Among the seven so classified, All Saints’ Day
alone may be observed on the following Sunday, in addition to its observance on its fixed
date. It is one of the four days recommended in the Prayer Book (page 312) for the
administration of Holy Baptism.

I

† Lessons and Carols: Save the Date!

O

ur annual Festival of Lessons and Carols will be held on
Sunday, December 10 at 5:00 pm. Please mark your
calendars and plan to attend this beautiful Advent service
which consists of Scripture readings about the birth of
Jesus interspersed with the singing of traditional carols
led by our choir. What a truly wonderful way to
prepare your heart, mind, and voice for Christmas!
Or better yet, if you like to sing, you are
welcome to join our special choir for this service.
Rehearsals are on the following three Mondays from
7-9 pm: Nov 20, Nov 27, Dec 4 and Thursday, Dec
7. The only prerequisites are as follows: 1) you like
to sing Christmas music, and 2) you like to be around
people who like to sing Christmas music. No
previous participation in the music ministry required!
It may be just the thing if you’ve been looking for a small
group to join for Advent! Please contact Kirsten Peterson
for more details and to sign up: kirpeterson@comcast.net
13

† Transforming Saints of God
Thursday, October 26th

Alfred the Great

King of the West Saxons, 899

A

lfred, alone of all English rulers, has been called “the Great,” because of his courage
and Christian virtues. Born in 849 at Wantage, Berkshire, the youngest of five sons
of King Aethelwulf, Alfred spent his life in a time of “battle, murder, and sudden death”
during the Viking invasions and settlement in Britain. He was deeply impressed when, on a
visit to Rome at the age of four, he was blessed by Pope Leo IV, and two years later when he
witnessed the marriage of Aethelwulf to a young princess of the Frankish court. Following
his father’s death and the short reigns of his brothers, Alfred became King in 871.
In heroic battles and by stratagems against the Danes, Alfred halted the tide of their
invasion, and secured control of the southern, and part of the midland regions, of England
for the English. After a decisive victory in 878 at Edington over the Danish leader Guthrum,
he persuaded his foe to accept baptism. Alfred died on October 26, 899, and was buried in
the old Minster at Winchester.
In his later years, Alfred sought to repair the damage that the Viking invasions had
inflicted on culture and learning, especially among the parish clergy. With the help of
scholars from Wales and the Continent, he supervised translations into English of important
classics of theology and history, including works of Pope Gregory the Great, Augustine of
Hippo, and the Venerable Bede. In one of them he commented: “He seemed to me a very
foolish man, and very wretched, who will not increase his understanding while he is in the
world, and ever wish and long to reach that endless life where all shall be made clear.”

† Christmas Giving Tree

A

nnually, Saint Paul’s adopts families from Brookfield who are financially struggling.
Soon there will be a tree in the back of the church with gift tags attached listing
items requested by the families. If you would like to bring some extra joy to the families,
please take a tag or two from the tree.
The unwrapped (a change from past years) gifts are due back to church by Sunday,
December 10th, with the tag attached (most important). Please keep under the maximum
limit of $30 per gift. In addition to the individual families we will be working with there
will also be tags for a holiday shopping table. This will provide small Gift items (up to
$10: crayons, markers, hats, mittens, ear phones, movie tickets, etc.) and holiday
necessities (batteries, tape, wrapping paper, bows, and candy). Please find your tag
number on the clipboard and write your name and phone number in the corresponding
space. Thank you in advance for showering Christmas blessings on the families.
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Holy Land Revisited

B

† Bethsaida 

ethsaida (“house of fishing” or “place of hunting” in Hebrew) was a small fishing
village that sat on a hillside on the northeastern end of the Sea of Galilee, part of
the triad of cities where Jesus did most of His ministry, with Capernaum and
Chorazin completing the triangle (Matthew 11:20-24). It is also where the upper Jordan
River enters the Sea of Galilee and its sediment rich delta makes the area extremely fertile.
The feeding of the 5,000 most likely took place near here on the surrounding flat plains that
could accommodate large crowds (Luke 9:10-17).
Despite witnessing His miracles (Mark 6:33-51, 8:1-26), the village was cursed for its
lack of faith (Luke 10:13-15). However, three of His Apostles who lived here did believe…
Peter, Andrew, and Philip. These fisherman later “left everything to follow Jesus” and
moved to Capernaum, probably to be closer to the lake and to help Peter’s in-laws. This
move would eliminate the border tax payment every time they crossed the Jordan (from
Herod Antipas’ territory to Philip’s tetrarchy) to sell or process their catch at Magdala.
Jesus’ curse took effect in 363 AD, when an earthquake decimated Bethsaida. It was rebuilt,
but eventually abandoned and lost to history until recent excavations.
These digs unearthed an even older city from the 10th century BC, and based on the
thick layer of ash, the burnt gatehouse, fired bricks, carbonized wood, spearheads, and
arrowheads, it was probably destroyed by the Assyrians in the 8th century invasion.
Archaeologists believe it to be the ancient capital of the kingdom of Geshur (“to bridge,” as
in crossing the Jordan, most likely a ferry business along with the fishing trade). At the gate
they found a smashed basalt stele depicting a bull god, one of the Mesopotamian deities,
most likely the work of the Assyrians. In the palace they also uncovered a statuette of the
Egyptian god Pataikos.
A visit today will reward you with some amazing ruins, including a palace, a massive
gate to protect a fortified city, and paved roadways and homes. Geshur is mentioned in the
Old Testament several times as
part of the tribal divisions of
Canaan (Joshua 13), where
David fled from Saul (1 Samuel
27:8), the homeland of David’s
third wife (2 Samuel 3:3), and
where his son Absalom fled
after killing his brother (2
Samuel 13:24-38). The Greeks
also recognized the prime
location and revived the city
again around 332 BC.
Recent excavations revealed
two large Hellenistic-Roman
houses that had fishing
paraphernalia (lead net weights,
a round lead weight, stone
anchors, and an extended
hooked needle to repair nets)
and several Roman silver and
gold coins inside. The other
(Continued on page 17)
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(Continued from page 16)

Bethsaida

house had its own surprise, with a wine cellar and four intact Hellenistic jars, a gold earring,
vineyard pruning tools, and more fishing items (hooks and anchors). The combined ruins of
these cities make this an extremely interesting stop.
Ironically, it was also here at this fishing (hunting) village, that Josephus was hunting
Romans during the Great Revolt and incurred his own curse. Apparently, while in the
marshy Jordan delta, he was hurt after falling off of his horse and taken to nearby
Capernaum:
“As soon as I had gotten intelligence of this, I sent two thousand armed men, and a
captain over them, whose name was Jeremiah, who raised a bank a furlong off Julias, near to
the river Jordan, and did no more than skirmish with the enemy; till I took three thousand
soldiers myself, and came to them. But on the next day,
when I had laid an ambush in a certain valley, not far
from the banks, I provoked those that belonged to the
king to come to a battle, and gave orders to my own
soldiers to turn their backs upon them, until they should
have drawn the enemy away from their camp, and
brought them out into the field, which was done
accordingly; for Sylla, supposing that our party did really
run away, was ready to pursue them, when our soldiers
that lay in ambush took them on their backs, and put
them all into great disorder. I also immediately made a
sudden turn with my own forces, and met those of the
king's party, and put them to flight. And I had performed
great things that day, if a certain fate had not been my
hindrance; for the horse on which I rode, and upon
whose back I fought, fell into a quagmire, and threw me
on the ground, and I was bruised on my wrist, and
carried into a village named Cepharnome, or Capernaum. When my soldiers heard of this,
they were afraid I had been worse hurt than I was; and so they did not go on with their
pursuit any further, but returned in very great concern for me. I therefore sent for the
physicians, and while I was under their hands, I continued feverish that day; and as the
physicians directed, I was that night removed to Taricheee.”

Coming Next Summer!
Are you ready to travel to the Biblical land of the
Pharaohs, Jacob, Joseph, and Israel during the famine?
Plans are underway for another awesome Christian
pilgrimage. This time to Egypt with a Nile River cruise
and a climb up Mount Sinai. There will be options for
those who haven’t been to Jordan and Israel as well.
We depart for Egypt on June 28th and return on July
19th. The Israel only trip leaves
on July 10th. Pricing and more details coming soon.
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† Other Faith Traditions:
Reformation Day (Oct 31)

O

n the Eve of All Saints, Day, October 31, 1517, Augustinian Father Doctor Martin
Luther, professor of Scripture at the University of Wittenberg, Germany posted an
invitation to debate on the door of the Wittenberg Cathedral. The invitation to debate
contained ninety-five points, or theses, concerning the sale of indulgences. Luther chose
this date for posting his theses because the coming holyday would bring many of the
community to services, ensuring that his statements would receive wide exposure.
In the preceding months Albert, Archbishop of Mainz had authorized Dominican Friar
Johann Tetzel to sell indulgences (a paper declaring that the deceased person for whom it
had been purchased had received total forgiveness of sins and therefore a release from
Purgatory) in order to finance the construction of St. Peter’s basilica. Tetzel is alleged to
have declared "as soon as the coin in the coffer clings, the soul from Purgatory springs.
At the same time, Luther had been engaged in intensive study of the scriptures in search
of his own spiritual peace. He found tremendous relief in "the just shall live by faith.” This
principle of justification by faith became the positive argument underlying the ninety-five
theses.
Because the theses were a direct challenge to the Papacy--and to the economic system
enriching the Papal treasury--the reaction was swift and severe. The Pope initiated
proceedings to have Luther tried for heresy; proceedings that very likely would have led to
his execution. Luther--with the support of the Wittenberg faculty--appealed to elector
Frederick III of Saxony for protection.
Although Luther did not intend to begin a separate
Church, such was the unavoidable consequence of his
challenge. By 1530 Germany was divided between
communities loyal to the Pope and those following the
reforms initiated by Luther.
For many years Reformation Day was celebrated in
Lutheran congregations as a sort of rebirth of the
Church. In more recent years ecumenical progress has
caused some to be embarrassed by the celebration of
the first schism of Western Christianity. The
alternative title "Reformationi/Reconciliation Day has
been proposed although that has not been widely
adopted.
On Reformation Day 1999, the Joint Declaration on
the Doctrine of Justification between the Lutheran
World Federation and the Roman Catholic Church was
publicly signed in Wittenberg. "Together we declare:
by faith alone is the centerpiece of this expression of
ecumenical convergence.
The appointed lessons for the day (often transferred
by Lutherans to the preceding Sunday) point not only
to the historical situation but also to the Church’s
constant need for ongoing renewal. Jeremiah 31:31-34
tells of the coming New Covenant where God will
write His law on every human heart. Romans 3:19-28
declares the central tenet of the Reformation "we hold
that one is justified by faith apart from works of the
law.” John 8:31-36 enjoins us to be constant in the
Word in order to be freed by the One who is Truth.
And since the law is not yet perfectly inscribed on
every heart and all are not yet fully devoted to the
Word, the task of Reformation is not yet complete.
Ecclesia semper Reformata--the Church is always
reforming.
Written by Rev. J. Thomas Shelley, STS
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St. Paul’s Mission Committee

Annual Request for Budget Line Items for Year 2018
“If a brother or sister is without clothing and in need of daily food, and if one of you
says to them, go in peace, be warmed and be filled, and yet do not give them what is
necessary for their body, what use is that? Even so faith, if it has no works, is dead, being
by itself.” James 2:15-17

S

aint Paul’s Mission Committee serves the entire parish as a focal point for our
mission work. We prepare an annual budget for vestry approval. Items in this
budget come from you, our parishioners! This is your opportunity to enhance your personal
or family missions with the prayer, physical and financial support of the entire parish!
As a sponsor of your Christian based organization, you are
asked to complete the form at the end of this article.
Additionally, you are expected to submit a “Sword
Points” article. This is your opportunity to “put a
face” on what we as a parish are supporting.
We invite your active participation in this
budgeting process as well as your involvement
with St. Paul’s Mission Committee. We meet first
Thursday, monthly 7:30 in the Guild Room.
If you have any questions regarding this process,
please contact a member of the mission committee:
Larry Creagh, Barbara DeAnzeris, Laurie DoBosh, Lois
Hunt, Joyce Sarver, Bill Schrull, Ron Switzer, Bonnie
Wanzer, Cigdem Usekes & Don Winkley.
Mission Organization:_____________________
Persons requesting prayer, physical or financial support ____________________________
Our task is to sponsor those missions that are:
 Christ Centered
 Meet the basic needs of our neighbors
 Have a strong base of existing personal support by more than one St. Paul’s Parish
members.
Briefly describe the purpose or scope of the mission or organization:
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
Is it Christian based, to spread the Good News of Jesus Christ?
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
To what extent do you recommend St Paul’s should offer support?
Prayer Needs: ____________________
Financial Support: $_______________
Physical Assistance: ______________
Any other pertinent information for committee consideration.
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
Kindly return this form to the Mission Committee by November 1, 2017.
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“Transforming Lives Through
Jesus”
St. Paul’s Church
Brookfield, Connecticut

Sunday, Nov. 5, is the
International Day of Prayer
for the Persecuted Church
The most common request of
persecuted Christians is that
we pray for them. On this
important day, join thousands
of others across the United
States and around the world in
prayer for our persecuted
brothers and sisters.

Solution in next week’s Sword Points
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† This Sunday’s Readings
Love for God and Neighbor
Deuteronomy 34:1-12
ur Hebrew scripture lection recounts the death of Moses on the very edge of the
promised land. Moses has fulfilled his purpose as God’s faithful servant, the one
who led the people from their bondage with many signs, received the law, traversed the
wilderness, and knew God intimately. From Mount Nebo, Moses surveys the promised land,
and then he dies and is buried in Moab. Joshua, upon whom Moses
had laid his hands, succeeds him.
Matthew 22:34-46
Psalm 90:1-6, 13-17
The "love" that is being called for is not
The psalmist reflects on the passing character of human life in the
face of the Lord’s wrath, and asks the everlasting God for wisdom to
emotion; it is not "liking," "getting along
make use of the time.
with," "desiring," or "feeling warm about."
1 Thessalonians 2:1-8
The "love" Jesus is talking about here is
In this reading Paul recalls his first visit to the Thessalonians, the
troubles he endured, and the straightforward and gentle way in which
trust, loyalty, enduring devotion, being
he presented the gospel. The opposition that Paul had earlier
attached to. You may actually hate your
experienced in Philippi continued in Thessalonica, but, with God’s
neighbor, but you will still love them in
help, Paul preached fearlessly. Unlike certain of the insincere traveling
missionaries of the pagan world, Paul acted with integrity and sought in
the Biblical sense if you continue to act
no way to take advantage of his new friends. He and his companions
for their well-being.
shared not only the gospel but their own selves.
Matthew 22:34-46
In the gospel Jesus presents the double commandment of love for God and neighbor, and
then asks a question concerning whose son the Christ is. The context of this passage is the
effort by certain Jewish officials to test Jesus, hoping to force him to make an unwise or
unpopular comment. Jesus first responds by teaching that all the law and the prophetic words
depend for their understanding on commandments of love. He then asks his own question.
Using an argumentative style of the time, Jesus shows how King David (considered to be the
author of the Psalms) called
the Christ his Lord. Thus,
at the very least, the Christ
must be more than the son
of David. Christians believe
this Christ to be Jesus and
trust that through him
disciples may learn to love
both God and neighbor.

O

† Pick Up Your Copy Today!
Synthesis CE Study Guides for each weeks readings will
be available at the back of the church.

† Sermon Shorts

I

t’s not “Both and…” It’s God first; God
always. To replay all our sermons, audio and
videos follow this link for the Sunday Sermons.
Check out our Sermon Archives as well.
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† Your Prayers Are Requested For…

t is such an intimate time when praying for the health and well being of others and
such a privilege. The people that we lift up to The Lord are part of our hearts for all
time. Please pray for…
.....Fr. George Hall, Brenda Darling, Jean Stauffer,
Lorraine Estok and other parishioners convalescing in
extended care facilities.
.....Christ & Holy Trinity, Westport; Trinity, Wethersfield;
St. Paul’s, Willimantic.
.....Revival at St. Paul’s and the greater Danbury area.
.....All deacons; the Deacons’ Council.
.....Ginny Beck, Clayton Ferry, Gary Stein, Joe &
Barbara Hock, Sue Balla, Rose Barrett, Jim Megura, Jay Lawrence, Alex, Teresa
Stacchiotti, Mary DeAnzeris, Paul Kovacs, Michele Sarver, Denise, Lee Rybos, Sandy
Chaleski, Susan & Rhonda continued healing.
.....the people of Vatican City; the people of the Republic of Somaliland; The Episcopal
Church in South Carolina - (IV, The Episcopal Church) The Rt Revd Gladstone Adams; and
our sister and brother members of the Church of Christ (Holiness) U.S.A.
.....Christians in the Middle East facing persecution at the hands of ISIS forces. Pray also
for radical Muslims throughout the world to come to know Jesus Christ.
.....Michael for protection from mortar attacks in Somalia with the UN peacekeeping
service.
…..Brookfield Social Services and the families that will receive Thanksgiving Dinner from
basket collections during the month of November.
.....Jakarta’s Christian governor, Basuki Tjahaja Purnama, was sentenced recently to two
years in prison after being convicted of blasphemy against Islam.
.....Maria Ordonez, State Farm , a marketplace partner of the Jericho Partnership.
.....Pam Altemus, healing from recent heart valve replacement surgery.
.....All Sorts and Conditions.
.....Cathy Schrull, healing, and peace and
comfort during her treatments.
.....Everyone affected by Hurricanes
Harvey, Irma, Jose and Maria and the
ongoing recovery efforts.
…..Bill Beattie, founder and chairman of
the Jericho Partnership, complete healing
of Multiple Myeloma.

† This & That & Links

(Click on pictures or red links for more info)

Links We Like
Things That Make
You Think
Back Issues of
Sword Points

What Did Moses
See?
Here’s the view
Moses had of the
Promised Land
before he died. We’ll
be visiting pilgrimage
this coming summer.
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November Lay Schedule
Lectors and Intercessors, please remember to check in before the
service in the Vesting Room. Thank You!

November 5th

November 19th

8:00 AM
Welcoming: Cindy & Peter Maier
Acolyte: JoAnn Hornak
Lector: Revelation 7:9-17 Pam Szen
Intercessor: Linda Pendergast
Lay Reader: Jay Trott
Lay Reader: Don Winkley
Psalm 34:1-10, 22 1 John 3:1-3

8:00 AM
Welcoming: Mike Kirner
Acolyte: Jack Powell
Lector: Judges 4:1-7 John Tuthill
Intercessor: Mary Perry
Lay Reader: Harlan Jessup
Lay Reader: Stephen Nagy
Psalm 123 1 Thessalonians 5:1-11

10:30 AM
Welcoming: Sandra Visser
Acolyte: Joe Bernardo
Lector: Revelation 7:9-17 Sandy Chaleski
Intercessor: Stephen Nagy
Lay Reader: Mike Chengeri
Lay Reader: Harlan Jessup
Psalm 34:1-10, 22 1 John 3:1-3

10:30 AM
Welcoming: Laurie DoBosh / Sandra Visser
Acolyte: Jack Meyer
Lector: Judges 4:1-7 Stephen Nagy
Intercessor: Ray Ferro
Lay Reader: Joe Bernardo
Lay Reader: Jim Castronova
Psalm 123 1 Thessalonians 5:1-11

November 12th

November 26th
Healing Sunday

8:00 AM
Welcoming: Pam Szen / Mike Kirner
Acolyte: Jack Powell
Lector: Joshua 24:1-3a, 14-25 Pam Szen
Intercessor: Stephen Nagy
Lay Reader: Dave Baskett
Lay Reader: Phyllis Baskett
Psalm 78:1-7 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18

8:00 AM
Welcoming: Joyce & John Sarver
Acolyte: John Tuthill
Lector: Ezekiel 34:11-16, 20-24 Ingrid Pruss
Intercessor: Dorothy Crocker
Lay Reader: JoAnn Hornak
Lay Reader: John Tuthill
Psalm 100 Ephesians 1:15-23

10:30 AM
Welcoming: Laurie DoBosh / Ron Switzer
Acolyte: JoAnn Hornak
Lector: Joshua 24:1-3a, 14-25 Diane Froelick
Intercessor: Dorothy Crocker
Lay Reader: Stephen Nagy
Lay Reader: Mike Chengeri
Psalm 78:1-7 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18

10:30 AM
Welcoming: Vito Barbieri / Sandra Visser
Acolyte: Joe Bernardo
Lector: Ezekiel 34:11-16, 20-24 Bob Cutting
Intercessor: Mary Perry
Lay Reader: Ray Ferro
Lay Reader: JoAnn Hornak
Psalm 100 Ephesians 1:15-23

Mail…..Send us photos and info about your travels, your home group, your pets, your
sports teams to stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com.
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November 2017
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

1 All Saints

2

10:00 am Holy
Communion & Healing

5:45 pm Boot Camp

Friday
3

Saturday
4
7:30 am Men’s
Prayer Breakfast

7:30 pm Mission
Committee

7:30 am John 21:12
Group

7:30 pm Property
Committee

10:00 am PraiseMoves

7:30 pm Music Night

5 All Saints’
6
Sunday
8:00 am Traditional
Communion
9:30 am Rector’s Forum
10:30 am Sunday School
10:30 am Contemporary
Communion

7

8

9

10:00 am Christian
Caring

9:15 am Ladies Bible
Study

10:00 am Holy
Communion & Healing

5:45 pm Boot Camp

7:00 pm Stephen
Ministry

5:45 pm Boot Camp

7:00 pm Staff Meeting

7:00 pm Communication
Committee

7:30 pm Vestry Meeting

7:00 pm Men’s Bible
Study

10

11 Veterans’

Day

7:30 am Men’s
Prayer Breakfast

7:30 pm Music Night

7:30 am John 21:12
Group
10:00 am PraiseMoves
10:00 am Jericho Food
Pantry
11:00 am St. Paul’s
Quilters

12 23 Pentecost
Covenant Sunday

8:00 am Traditional
Communion
9:30 am Rector’s Forum
10:30 am Sunday School
10:30 am Contemporary
Communion

13

14

15

16

7:00 pm Men’s Bible
Study

9:15 am Ladies Bible
Study

10:00 am Holy
Communion & Healing

5:45 pm Boot Camp

5:45 pm Boot Camp

7:30 pm Music Night

18
7:30 am Men’s
Prayer Breakfast
7:30 am John 21:12
Group
10:00 am PraiseMoves

19 24 Pentecost

20

21

22

8:00 am Traditional
Communion
9:30 am Rector’s Forum
10:30 am Sunday School
10:30 am Contemporary
Communion
12:00 pm Christmas
Pageant Rehearsal

7:00 pm Stephen
Ministry

9:15 am Ladies Bible
Study

10:00 am Holy
Communion & Healing

7:00 pm Men’s Bible
Study

5:45 pm Boot Camp

23 Thanksgiving
24
Day

25

Parish Office Closed

7:30 am Men’s
Prayer Breakfast

10:00 am Holy
Communion

7:30 am John 21:12
Group

7:00 pm Lessons &
Carols Rehearsal

26 Christ the
27
King

10:00 am PraiseMoves

28

29 St. Andrew

30 St. Andrew

10:00 am Holy
Communion & Healing

5:45 pm Boot Camp

Healing Sunday

7:00 pm Men’s Bible
Study

8:00 am Traditional
Communion
9:30 am Rector’s Forum
10:30 am Sunday School
10:30 am Contemporary
Communion

9:15 AM Ladies Bible
Study

7:00 pm Lessons &
Carols Rehearsal

5:45 PM Boot Camp
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7:30 pm Music Night

Just For Fun !

(And Christian Fellowship)

Did you know that … all
43,252,003 274,489,856,000
positions of a standard
Rubik’s Cube can be solved
in 20 moves or less?

What’s it?
Where’s it?
No one has found this
yet! Do you know
where this object is?
What it is? You’re
not looking high
enough. Send you
answer HERE for a
chance at a great
Sword Points
prize.

Caption
Contest
Send your caption
HERE for a chance
at a great Sword
Points prize.

†

It Takes An Editorial Board
Contributors to this Weeks
Sword Points:

M

ary Allen, Sue Balla, Chris Barrett,
Larry Creagh, Carol Ferro, Steve
Hemming, Diane Loring, Bill Loring, Lois
Hunt, Dori
McManus, Beth
Miller, Nicole
O’Connors, Patrick
O’Connors, Mary
Perry, Ken Perry,
Kirsten Peterson,
Debbi Pomeroy, Joe
Shepley, Tara
Shepley, David Szen,
Ron Switzer, John
Tuthill, Don Winkley
and Gail Winkley.
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