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† As We Touch Eternity
“I, John, looked, and there was a great multitude that no one could count,
from every nation, from all tribes and peoples and languages,
standing before the throne and before the Lamb.”
Revelation 7:9
Dear Saints,

S

hakespeare's Hamlet called death, "The undiscovered country from whose border no
traveler ever returns." Except Jesus. Answers to questions about death and eternity
are difficult to find until one comes to the last book of the Bible. There, in Revelation
7:9-17, the Apostle John is given a vision of heaven which he faithfully records.
This coming Sunday we will celebrate All Saints' Day, and the above reading from Revelation
will guide our celebration. We will reflect on this life, and the next, while remembering in our
prayers all the believers who have gone before us.
We will come in singing,
"For All the Saints," and by
surrounding the altar, we
will capture a foretaste of
the heavenly banquet we
will one day enjoy in
eternity. For in our worship
we reflect the great promise
of God: "And all the angels
stood around the throne and
around the elders and the
four living creatures, and
they fell on their faces
before the throne and
worshiped God." Join us as
we touch eternity together.
Faithfully,

† Spiritual Dough
"Blessed are those who recognize they are spiritually helpless.
The Kingdom of Heaven belongs to them."

O

- Matthew 5:3 God’s Word Translation
by John Tuthill

ur renegade Men's Bible Study group of St. Paul's unofficially met for dinner
this past Monday (we are between studies until next week - please join us next
Monday from 7-8 pm if you're a male type of person, or, watch it on Livestream
or Facebook Live!). The talk over our dinner turned at one point to funny examples of
people who secretly were worldly very wealthy, but who had fooled everyone by living as
though they were poor. Perhaps you've heard the stories or have known such people as your
own neighbors or extended family? An uncle
had lived down in a relative's basement and
for years had "watched" a completely broken
old television set, replaying in his mind all the
classic past TV episodes. Only when he went
on to his reward did the relatives
unexpectedly find his vast unused wealth, all
safely squirreled away in a crawl space along
with his large arsenal of guns and ammo.
Oddly enough, this seemed to relate to our
gospel reading this Sunday (Matthew 5:1-12).
Jesus gives His "inaugural address" in His Sermon on the Mount and in the first of His eight
"Blessed are..." statements He says, "Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the Kingdom
of Heaven." (Matthew 5:3). Did you ever misunderstand (as I did for years) hearing this
passage that Jesus was extolling financial poverty as a virtue? Reading this over and over
this week, two points dawned on me; first, that Jesus is not advocating being poor. Even
though material things can certainly hinder and be a stumbling block to putting God first,
such as with the so-called "rich young ruler" in Matthew 19:16-22, no, finances are not what
Jesus is talking about when He said, "Blessed are the poor in spirit." The second
observation came to me from the notes in my study Bible - I had not realized how heavily
Jesus seems to be quoting throughout the "Sermon on the Mount" from directly out of the
Psalms and from various other parts of the Old Testament. Does the following verse from
Psalm 37:11 sound familiar? "The meek will inherit the land and enjoy great peace."
Jesus began the Sermon on the Mount with "Blessed are the poor in spirit." This one
sets up the only possible way for being among the "Blessed are" in rest of what follows.
Only by humbly admitting over and over again to ourselves and to God does it sink in - on
our own we are not able always to "hunger and thirst for righteousness" because we are so
often indifferent, we do not always feel like being "merciful" and "pure in heart." - that is
only possible for me by God's doing. I am
thankful that God showed me personally just
how completely spiritually broke I am apart
from Him. What a blessing! We can know
that we can look forward not only to eternal
life with Him after death (Romans 6:23) but
that He begins NOW to give that eternal
quality of life before our physical death
(John 10:10). The gift of salvation and of
eternal life is only one we will know to seek
after once God shows how by all counts we
are in need and not able to begin to be
worthy of it on our own. Salvation is by
grace, through faith, and not of any works or
self-generated wealth. Only by first seeing
our poverty of spirit can God then give the
richness of His Amazing Grace!
Thanks be to God!!!
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T

his Sunday’s gospel passage could be seen as
describing the characteristics of what it takes to be a
faithful follower yourself in any of
the descriptions Jesus offers? If so congratulations! If not - why not?

† Happy Birthday to You!

K

aitlin Conte celebrates today! Saturday is the big day
for Ken Perry. Virginia Beck will be blowing out
candles on Tuesday. Have a blessed day everyone!

† This Week at St. Paul’s
Thu, Nov 2 -

Sat, Nov 4

-

5:45 pm
7:30 pm
7:30 pm
7:30 pm
7:30 am
7:30 am

-

Boot Camp, Crocker Hall
Music Night, Sanctuary
Mission Committee, Guild Room
Property Committee, Classroom
Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Crocker Hall
John 21:12 Group, Theo’s Diner, New Milford

8:00 am
9:30 am
10:30 am
10:30 am
10:00 am
7:00 pm
7:00 pm
9:15 am
5:45 pm
6:45 pm
7:30 pm
10:00 am
7:00 pm
7:30 pm
7:30 pm
7:30 am
7:30 am
11:00 am

-

Traditional Holy Communion (LiveStream) (Facebook)
Rector’s Forum, Guild Room
Sunday School
Contemporary Holy Communion (LiveStream) (Facebook)
Christian Caring, Guild Room
Stephen Ministry, Guild Room
Men’s Bible Study, Crocker Hall (LiveStream) (Facebook)
Ladies Bible Study, Guild Room
Boot Camp, Crocker Hall
Boy Scout Troop #5, Crocker Hall
Communication Committee, Guild Room
Holy Communion & Healing
Staff Meeting, Rector’s Office
Vestry Meeting, Guild Room
Music Night, Sanctuary
Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Crocker Hall
John 21:12 Group, Theo’s Diner, New Milford
William Mayer Burial Rite

All Saints’ Sunday

Sun, Nov 5 -

Mon, Nov 6 Tue, Nov 7 -

Wed, Nov 8
Thu, Nov 9 Sat, Nov 11 Sun, Nov 12 -

Twenty Third Sunday after Pentecost
8:00 am
9:30 am
10:30 am
10:30 am

-

Traditional Holy Communion (LiveStream) (Facebook)
Rector’s Forum, Guild Room
Sunday School
Contemporary Holy Communion (LiveStream) (Facebook)
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† Transforming Saints of God
Thursday, November 2nd

All Faithful Departed

I

n the New Testament, the word “saints” is used to describe the entire membership of
the Christian community, and in the Collect for All Saints’ Day the word “elect” is
used in a similar sense. From very early times, however, the word “saint” came to be
applied primarily to persons of heroic sanctity, whose deeds were recalled with gratitude by
later generations.
Beginning in the tenth century, it
became customary to set aside another
day - as a sort of extension of All Saints on which the Church remembered that
vast body of the faithful who, though no
less members of the company of the
redeemed, are unknown in the wider
fellowship of the Church. It was also a
day for particular remembrance of family
members and friends.
Though the observance of the day was
abolished at the Reformation because of
abuses connected with Masses for the
dead, a renewed understanding of its meaning has led to a widespread acceptance of this
commemoration among Anglicans, and to its inclusion as an optional observance in the
calendar of the Episcopal Church.

T

† You Can Help

he second Saturday of each month a group from St.
Paul’s volunteers at the Jericho Food & Clothing Pantry
on Spring Street in Danbury. Please consider signing up by
emailing Laurie DoBosh ldobosh@tcco.com. The pantry is also
looking for donations of reusable grocery bags and plastic bags
for the clients to put their food in. We are also looking for
coloring books and crayons for the children who come with their
parents to the pantry (gently used is accepted) and travel size
toiletries you usually find at hotels are also needed. Please place
donations in Crocker Hall bin marked Jericho (left hand brown
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† William L. Mayers

T

he Burial Rite for Bill Mayers will be held
here at St. Paul’s, appropriately on
Veterans Day, Saturday November 11th at 11
am.
Several people have asked if we had a copy
of the prayer Bill offered each week during the
Prayers of the People. Here it is…
Let us remember our men and women who
gave their lives for this great country of ours.
Bless them and keep them in thy eternal care.
We ask all this through Jesus Christ our Lord,
our Savior. Amen.

O Saints…

ur opening hymn for this Sunday’s All Saints’ celebration is “For all the
” Who are the saints now on the ‘Godward’ side of your life
who encourage you to give thanks, not only for their lives by your examples of
loving discipleship, but also by your willingness to be ever grateful for all they
know (and you know) God has given you?
This is our particular day to remember all the
blessed saints - especially those who have gone
before us here, have served God faithfully in
this parish. They were good and diligent
stewards - quietly and continually supporting
his work in many ways while living lives of
integrity and courage. May it be yet another
of God’s gifts for us to join them at the
banquet when our days here are done. Let

light perpetual shine upon them.

The
Rector’s
Forum

The Rector’s Forum meets every Sunday in the Guild
Room between services at 9:30 am. It is currently studying
Romans. The study of the Book of Romans has often proven
to be a life-changing exercise. Throughout the history of the
church, lives have been radically transformed through the
impact of Paul’s Epistle to the Romans.

Did you miss last week’s Children’s sermon? Click here to watch it.
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† Thanksgiving Baskets

F

or the November food baskets, please bring items you would
enjoy at Thanksgiving. We will make up 3 baskets for the
same families who will be receiving the gifts from our Christmas
Giving Tree. We will need three turkeys to be donated. While
you shop, if you could please choose any items from the
following list:
Gravy/Stuffing, Pumpkin Pie Mix, Bread or Dinner Rolls,
Cranberry Sauce, Fruit Pie Fillings, Fresh or Canned
Vegetables, Pie Crust, Potatoes, Sweet Potatoes, Onions, Celery,
Carrots, Fresh or Canned Fruit, Cake Mix, Soup, Juice or Cider,
Paper Products/Decorations, Brownie Mix, Nuts.
All food donations are due by Sunday, November 19th.
Once the food donations have come in, we will
need volunteers to divide the food into the baskets
for the families. Please speak with Barbara
DeAnzeris, 203-775-3722.

† Men's Bible Study to Begin a New Series:
I & 2 Thessalonians.

P

aul's two letters to the Thessalonians contain some of the most important Bible
passages about the final days. These letters set forth the Christian view of history,
showing that history is not cyclical, but linear, and
will come to a culmination consisting of the
parousia, or Second Coming of Christ, the
resurrection, the judgment and the kingdom. Come join us,
starting this Monday, November 6th and find out how we, too,
are part of God's great plan of salvation. We start promptly at 7
pm and end just as promptly at 8.

Name Tags - Please
be courteous to your
fellow parishioners,
to newcomers,
visiting clergy and
guests by extending
a warm welcome to them and by
wearing your name tag. And remember to
wear them to coffee hour as well.

COFFEE HOUR HOSTS
Nov 5th 8 am - Joan Boehm
Nov 12th 8 am - Polly Sorrentino
Nov 19th 8 am - Mary & Chuck Allen

10:30 am - Connie Williams
10:30 am - Beth Beck
10:30 am - Amy Tilford
Contact Mary Allen at
203-775-6633 or
chamla@charter.net.
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† In Him, Life Doesn’t Get Any Better

by Steve Hemming

“Because Your lovingkindness is better than life, my lips shall praise You.”

Psalm 63:3

I

’m sure you’ve heard the catch-phrase, “It doesn’t get any better than this!” It’s a
jovial expression used when someone is really pleased, content, or happy with a
particular situation or experience. You and I both know true and lasting fulfillment can only
be found in knowing Jesus Christ as Lord. King David describes the satisfaction we have in
Him perhaps best when he penned these words in Psalm 16:11; “You will show me the path
of life; in Your presence is fullness of
joy; at Your right hand are pleasures
forevermore.”
What could be better than the love of
Christ which surpasses knowledge, as
expressed in Ephesians 3:17-19? As you
contemplate the relationships, activities,
possessions, etc. in your life, is there
anything that’s superior to God’s love for
you? If by chance you are having
difficulty convincing yourself that God’s
love matters most, consider these biblical
truths about Jesus, our Lord:



His Lovingkindness Toward Us

“For God so loved the world that
He gave His only begotten Son, that
whoever believes in Him should not
perish but have everlasting life.” John
3:16

“Greater love has no one than
this, than to lay down one’s life for his
friends.” John 15:13

“But God demonstrates His own
love toward us, in that while we were
still sinners, Christ died for us.”
Romans 5:8

“But God, who is rich in mercy,
because of His great love with which
He loved us, even when we were dead
in trespasses, made us alive together with Christ (by grace you have been saved)”
Ephesians 2:4-5
“By this we know love, because He laid down His life for us. And we also ought to
lay down our lives for the brethren.” 1 John 3:16

In Him is Life

“And Jesus said to them, “I am the bread of life. He who comes to Me shall never
hunger, and he who believes in Me shall never thirst.” John 6:35

“Then Jesus spoke to them again, saying, “I am the light of the world. He who
follows Me shall not walk in darkness, but have the light of life.” John 8:12

“The thief does not come except to steal, and to kill, and to destroy. I have come
that they may have life, and that they may have it more abundantly.” John 10:10

“Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life. He who believes in Me,
though he may die, he shall live.” John 11:25

“Jesus said to him, “I am the way, the truth, and the life. No one comes to the
Father except through Me.” John 14:6

“He who has the Son has life; he who does not have the Son of God does not
have life ”
1 John 5:12
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The Saints of Saint Paul’s
(for all the deceased members of Saint Paul’s who influenced us in our spiritual journey)

G

race be unto you and peace:
Knowing that our gratitude will never cease.
You were our nurturers, exemplars, teachers, and friends.
Our spiritual guides, our means to an end.
You started us off on our journey to God,
Through ups and downs, you helped us trod –
To follow in your footsteps and make our way,
To devote and commit, and be willing to stay –
To build Saint Paul’s strong, come what may.

W

e admired your work and followed your guidance.
We listened and watched when you took a stance,
To embrace Saint Paul’s mission, to transform and to pray,
To envision our growth and never stray.
You gave of your time, talents, and treasures.
Your faithful commitment to our Lord gave you pleasure.
You taught us always to persevere –
To live our faith which we hold dear,
As we continue to build communion with our peers.

N

ow, it is our turn to Jesus lead others:
Mothers, fathers, sisters and brothers –
To guide them on along their way
Just as you did for us in your day.
May we be as loving, diligent, and kind
In teaching the love of God in heart, soul and mind.
May you always be there by our side
To help us spread God’s word both far and wide.
And never, ever, stop being our guide.
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† Transforming Stewardship
“Whoever exalts himself will be humbled; but whoever
humbles himself will be exalted.” - Matthew 23:12

J

esus gave His life to serve, not to be served. Putting other’s
needs before our own needs is a sign of becoming a mature
disciple, of following Jesus’ example. Humility is really a sign of a
strength. By putting other’s needs first we declare to the world that we are
putting our complete trust in God. When we align our thoughts and actions
with God’s plan for us, the result is Joy and Peace.

9

Take a Hanger
Fill a Hanger

We are holding a Coat Drive to benefit the various agencies in
Danbury supported by the Jericho Partnership. “Take a Hanger” from
the rack we’ll have at the back of the church this weekend. Check your
closets for those unused coats. And “Fill a Hanger.” Bring it back to
St. Paul’s and we’ll get that coat on the back of someone who needs it.
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† Art in the Christian Tradition
Sermon on the Mount, detail
Approximately 1880
Olrik, Henrik, 1830-1890

H

enrik Olrik, born in Copenhagen, graduated from the Royal
Danish Academy of Fine Arts. Among his numerous works
was a massive altar piece for St. Matthew’s Church in Copenhagen.
He became a sought after portrait painter and painted portraits of
King Christian IX of Denmark, Henrik Ibsen and other well-to-do
members of Scandinavian society. Along with portraits, Olrik painted
landscapes, religious paintings and still lifes. One of his most famous
and
ambitious
paintings
is the
mural and
altarpiece
depicting
the Sermon on the Mount in
St. Matthew's Church in
Copenhagen. St. Matthew's,
completed in 1880, is the
oldest and largest church in
the Vesterbro district.
Throughout his career,
Olrik was active in the
decorative arts and design.
His designs were used on
coins, tableware, bindings and
sables. He worked for the
Royal Copenhagen Porcelain
Factory and a number of other
manufacturers. A monument
for Tsar Alexander II of
Russia was designed by Olrik.

† Christmas Giving Tree

A

nnually, Saint Paul’s adopts families from Brookfield who are financially struggling.
Soon there will be a tree in the back of the church with gift tags attached listing
items requested by the families. If you would like to bring some
extra joy to the families, please take a tag or two from the tree.
The unwrapped (a change from past years) gifts are due
back to church by Sunday, December 10th, with the tag
attached (most important). Please keep under the maximum
limit of $30 per gift. In addition to the individual families we
will be working with there will also be tags for a holiday
shopping table. This will provide small Gift items (up to $10:
crayons, markers, hats, mittens, ear phones, movie tickets,
etc.) and holiday necessities (batteries, tape, wrapping paper,
bows, and candy). Please find your tag number on the
clipboard and write your name and phone number in the
corresponding space. Thank you in advance for showering
Christmas blessings on the families.
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† How to Cope with Loss

W

ith all the destruction around the area especially in Puerto Rico, Florida, Texas,
California millions of people have lost their homes, jobs, cars and lives; how are
they supposed to cope with loss? What about your own loss; getting older, not being able to
move around like you use to, retired from work and don’t know what to do. In Job we see a
man who has a nice house, family, money, many animals, he is an esteemed man in his
town, always going to the Temple, greeting people at the edge of town; then we see God
talking with Satan and showing Satan how well his “child” is doing on earth representing
God. Then Satan says, “let’s see how well he is doing if I take over” and God said “Go
ahead but do not lay a hand on him.” Job loses his house, family, animals, job, he is pelted
with welts and is lying in the street. He never says a bad thing against God, but he does say
“The Lord Giveth, and the Lord Taketh, Praise Ye The Lord.” How can a person with nothing praise the Lord? Then we see that God wins and Job is restored to health and everything
else comes back three-fold. How can we exist today with everything just ripped away from
us? Our health, job, money, being walked over because of our age.
I think of senior citizens leaving jobs that they have had for thirty or forty years and realize a younger person has taken over that position or how about losing homes because their
family thinks they are too old or feeble to stay in their homes and be forced into nursing
homes or assisted living. This is loss at its highest form. It is the most stressful time in our
lives.
There is a list that shows items in our lives that are the most stressful that are numbered 1
-10. One is the most and 10 is the least.
1. Death of a spouse
2. Divorce
3. Marital separation
4. Imprisonment
5. Death of a close family member
6. Personal injury or illness
7. Marriage
8. Dismissal from work
9. Marriage reconciliation
10. Retirement
There are five stages of loss or grief that we all need to get through when these ten-items
hit us at any age. The first stage is Denial. According to the four Gospels, Peter denied Jesus three times. What happens when we deny: I can’t have Cancer, I am still a vibrant person. I am aging but my body is still young. I refuse to retire, I still have ability to work.
This stage hits hard when life events happen. Remember many of the apostles also went
through this stage when Jesus was going through his time of trials and crucifixion. You can
to get through this. Just place your hand in Jesus’s hand and let him lead you through the
fire and the water. God Bless. Our next issue will be on anger.
Susan Balla
Ministry on Aging, Episcopal Church in CT
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† Saints of God: Hudson Taylor

ears ago the communist government in China commissioned an author to write a
biography of Hudson Taylor with the purpose of distorting the facts and presenting
him in a bad light. They wanted to discredit the name of this consecrated missionary of the
gospel. As the author was doing his research, he was increasingly impressed by Taylor’s
saintly character and godly life, and he found it extremely difficult to carry out his
assigned task with a clear conscience. Eventually, at the risk of losing his life, he laid
aside his pen, renounced his atheism, and received Jesus as his personal Savior. Whether
we realize it or not, our example leaves an impression on others. - Source unknown.

† Lessons and Carols: Save the Date!

O

ur annual Festival of Lessons and Carols will be held on
Sunday, December 10 at 5:00 pm. Please mark your
calendars and plan to attend this beautiful Advent service
which consists of Scripture readings about the birth of
Jesus interspersed with the singing of traditional carols
led by our choir. What a truly wonderful way to
prepare your heart, mind, and voice for Christmas!
Or better yet, if you like to sing, you are
welcome to join our special choir for this service.
Rehearsals are on the following three Mondays from
7-9 pm: Nov 20, Nov 27, Dec 4 and Thursday, Dec
7. The only prerequisites are as follows: 1) you like
to sing Christmas music, and 2) you like to be around
people who like to sing Christmas music. No
previous participation in the music ministry required!
It may be just the thing if you’ve been looking for a small
group to join for Advent! Please contact Kirsten Peterson
for more details and to sign up: kirpeterson@comcast.net
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† Scholarly Speaking
Halloween

A

ll Hallows’ Eve, commonly shortened to Halloween (or Hallowe’en) is
historically the beginning of a Christian Feast, in the same way that
Christmas Eve marks the beginning of our celebration of that Feast. Both of these
festivals more or less coincide with various pagan feasts (as do other festivals such
as Candlemas/Presentation, Easter, and the Nativity of St. John the Baptist – all of
these fall at astronomically significant times: near: the solstices, the
equinoxes, or the quarter days [midway between the solstices and the
equinoxes and regarded by the Celts as the turning points of the
seasons].
In the case of Halloween and All Saints’ there are both Roman and
Celtic links. Pomona, the goddess of fruits and seeds was honored in
a harvest festival at this time, but the stronger connection seems to be
with a Celtic observance known variously as Samhain (“summer's
end”) and Calan Gaeaf (“first day of winter”). In Celtic tradition this
not only marked the seasonal change, but also the beginning of a new
year.
In Celtic thinking this was a ‘thin’ time of
the year when the spirit world could easily
impinge on our own lives. In pre-Christian
times this was a special time for propitiating
the gods so people might survive the winter,
and later Christian Celts replaced the old gods
with spirits or fairies, and from this grew the
custom of ‘trick-or-treat’. From the 16th
century, and starting in the Celtic fringe of Britain
(Scotland, Ireland, Man, and Wales – and probably
Cornwall), guising, or going in costume, from house to
house and reciting songs or verses in exchange for food
became common and, in Scotland, was often accompanied
by threats of mischief if the visitors were not well received.
Also associated with hospitality, and thus with treats, is the widespread ancient
notion that one night of the year the dead would
return to their old homes, and should be entertained.
Again it was the Celts who tied these visits to this
particular night, and mediæval Christians applied this
particularly to the souls in Purgatory, making a pause
on their way into Heaven. While many Protestants
retained a notion of an intermediate state even though
they rejected indulgences and other aspects of
Purgatory, others assumed an immediate leap from
death to judgment and heaven or hell, and that left
little opportunity for any such return visits. It is said,
incidentally, that the jack-o’-lantern (originally made
from a large turnip) with the candle inside symbolized
a soul trapped in
Purgatory.
I would add two comments by friends of mine
(both Anglican priests) on two email lists I use. One
compared Halloween to Mardi Gras as a time to let off
some steam before a major religious observance. The
other, taking a more typically fundamentalist line,
wrote:
We hate October, as it is a time when those connected
wittingly or unwittingly to our adversary ramp up their
(Continued on page 15)
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(Continued from page 14)

Halloween

activities and incantations, culminating with the festival of Hallowe'en. We are always grateful
when November 1st (All Saints' Day) rolls around, as we feel a relief from the demonic foci of
this month.

The first writer may well have oversimplified things, but, at risk of being
“connected unwittingly to our adversary” I simply cannot share my other friend’s
alarm. The connection between pagan worship and devil worship is tenuous at
best, and Halloween seems much less a continuation or revival of ancient paganism
than a seasonal celebration, and most of the specific practices seem to have arisen
long after the Christianization of the Celts and other peoples involved. I do agree
with him, however, that an emphasis on evil spirits and devils does carry spiritual
dangers.
Finally, a note on dating: The observance of a feast of all saints can be traced to
the 4th century, but it was kept on various dates in
different areas. Eastern Orthodox Christians often
kept it on the Sunday after Pentecost, and this is now
their official practice. Other Easterners kept May 13th
and this became the Roman practice. Pope Gregory III
(731-741) moved the date to November 1st, coinciding
closely with Samhain, and possibly under Celtic
influence, but it is noteworthy that the Irish, who
remembered but no longer observed the old feast
continued to celebrate All Saints in the Spring for
many years after this change was made at Rome.
While the Christian and Celtic feasts did fall close
together in the 7th and 8th centuries, the errors of the
Julian Calendar, and the adoption of the Gregorian
have now created approximately a week’s spread
between the two celebrations. The astronomical
Samhain now falls on or near November 7th (like the equinox or solstice it can vary
by a day or so from year to year), and I am told that traditional-minded Wiccans do
keep the astronomical date. Thus I think it fair to say that the relationship between
the Christian and Pagan festivals is essentially coincidental.
- Fr. Bill Loring, Scholar in Residence
References for further reading:
Wikipedia; s.v. Halloween
History: Halloween
Jehovah’s Witnesses, Bible Questions: The Origins of
Halloween
Benjamin Radford, History of Halloween; in Live Science
Wikipedia; s.v. All_Saints’Day

D

o you have a question you
would like answered by our
Scholar-in-Residence? Send your
ecclesiastical, liturgical, doctrinal,
historical or other inquiries to:
Stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com.

Notes from the garden…
On Sunday November
12th the gardeners will
have a limited amount
of dried mint and a salt
-preserved herb mixture from our church
garden to offer to
any interested chefs.
Please stop by our
baskets at either
Coffee Hour.
Diane, Cindy
and Mary Beth
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Holy Land Revisited
† The Tomb of David - Part I 
“Then David rested with his ancestors and was buried in the City of David. He had
reigned forty years over Israel - seven years in Hebron and thirty-three in Jerusalem. So
Solomon sat on the throne of his father David, and his rule was firmly established.” (1
Kings 2:10-12)
The traditional site known as King David’s final resting
place is often contested, but it is still considered one of the
holiest spots in Jerusalem. Located in a medieval-styled
building near the Zion Gate, David’s sealed sarcophagus rests
in the far back corner of a very busy room (divided for men
and women) that is filled with observant Jews praying,
singing, or studying. It’s a very moving experience. Their
devotion is both refreshing and remarkable.
Unfortunately, the large sarcophagus is empty, a Gothic
cenotaph that the Crusaders put here, and can only serve as a
memorial to David (it is still important to preserve his
memory). So, who decided that this was the Tomb of David
when there’s no body?
The Crusaders, not the Jews, decided upon the site in the
12th century, known today as the Tomb of King David. In the
same building, on the second floor, is the traditional Upper Room where Jesus met with His
disciples for the Last Passover. This decision was also not made by the Christians, but by
the Crusaders. The Crusaders rebuilt the building with this second floor, and it mistakenly
became known as the Upper Room of the Last Supper. Despite the reverence shown by the
people who come here today to both places, they’re probably not the correct sites. Besides
the empty sarcophagus, how do we know that David isn’t buried here? To answer that we
must first orient ourselves to the geography of Jerusalem’s hills.
During David’s reign (1000 B.C.), Jerusalem’s far western hill (today called Mount Zion
and the site of the traditional Tomb of David) was well outside of David’s city walls and
probably uninhabited. We know that David, however, was buried “in the City of David,” or
inside the city walls to the far east of Mount Zion (2 Samuel 2:10-12). David’s Jerusalem
was not the sprawling city we see today. It was a relatively tiny spur on the narrow ridge
south of the Temple Mount (today called the City of David), near the Dung Gate. The
current Tomb of David, due west of the biblical City of David, was eventually engulfed as
Jerusalem grew westward.
As early as 33 AD, David’s real tomb was well
known, as the Apostle Peter testified in Acts 2:29,
“Fellow Israelites, I can tell you confidently that the
patriarch David died and was buried, and his tomb is
here to this day.” So how could the biblical City of
David (the eastern hill) get confused with today’s
Mount Zion (the western hill) as David’s Jerusalem?
Less than 40 years after Peter’s statement, the
Romans destroyed Jerusalem. No Jews were
allowed in the city except on the anniversary of the
Temple destructions. Ironically, this tragedy
occurred on the very same day in 586 BC with the
(Continued on page 17)
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Babylonians, and in 70 AD with the Romans, the ninth day of the Hebrew month of Av
(Tisha B’av). The knowledge of many sites in Jerusalem was lost in the razed wasteland
that Rome left behind, and it
was even more obscured
when Hadrian built over the
fallen city to make the
Roman city of Aelia
Capitolina (Aelia from the
emperor’s family name, and
Capitolina for the cult of the
Capitoline Triad of Juno,
Jupiter, and Minerva). The
Jerusalem Peter knew was
demolished and rebuilt, with
most eyewitnesses dead or
gone. More changes would
come over the next thousand
years, with the Persians and
Byzantines fighting over
Jerusalem until the
Crusaders showed up in
1099 AD.
By the 12th century, the actual City of David had been buried for centuries, and these
Europeans identified the wrong higher western hill as part of that ancient city. They called it
Mount Zion. When the Crusaders mistakenly put an empty sarcophagus here, it became an
accepted tradition that doesn’t line up with biblical archaeology. King David was buried in
the southeastern part of the lower and smaller hill, which is directly south of the Temple
Mount, and a half-mile away from the modern Tomb of David.
So if we know David was buried in the biblical City of David (east), and Mount Zion is
where the Tomb of David is today (west), then where inside of the true biblical City of
David is his real tomb? We’ll try to answer that in The Tomb of David–Part II.

Coming Next Summer!
Are you ready to travel to the Biblical land of the
Pharaohs, Jacob, Joseph, and Israel during the famine?
Plans are underway for another awesome Christian
pilgrimage. This time to Egypt with a Nile River cruise
and a climb up Mount Sinai. There will be options for
those who haven’t been to Jordan and Israel as well.
We depart for Egypt on June 28th and return on July
19th. The Israel only trip leaves
on July 10th. Pricing and more details coming soon.
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† This Sunday’s Readings
The Humble Will Be Exalted
Revelation 7:9-17
his lesson presents a vision of those who have survived great tribulation and now
worship before the throne of God and the Lamb. These myriad saints come from all
over the world and have been purified through their own sufferings in association with the
sacrifice of the Lamb. But now the Lamb (which is a figure for Jesus) will be their shepherd,
and they will suffer no longer. Such a vision would be a great consolation to
those undergoing persecution.
Matthew 5:1-12
Psalm 34:1-10, 22
A hymn of blessing and praise to the Lord for deliverance.
Those we honor as saints
1 John 3:1-3
have never been ALL good,
In this lesson we learn that through God’s love, disciples are now children of
ALL the time. But
God; their destiny is to be like Christ. Those who did not recognize Jesus will
thankfully, those who
not recognize his disciples wither. Though the mystery of what those disciples
are to become has not been fully revealed, Christians know that a dramatic
followed Jesus, at some
change has taken place in their lives; an earnest of the transformation underway.
time, have had some inkling
Those who stand in this hope will purify themselves as Christ is pure.
of hearing these words and
Matthew 5:1-12
The gospel is the opening sayings of the Sermon on the Mount, words of
practicing them. Their lives
both comfort and challenge. The values of the kingdom are quite different from
inspire us to do the same.
worldly standards. Those who are to find blessing will know want and thirst, if
not because of their own circumstances, then for the sake of others. Those who
hunger for righteousness will find fulfillment, but first they must suffer persecution.

T

† Pick Up Your Copy Today!
Synthesis CE Study Guides for each weeks readings will
be available at the back of the church.

† Sermon Shorts

"W

hat do you think of the Messiah?" Liar or
Lunatic? Jesus is Lord!. To replay all our
sermons, audio and videos follow this link for the Sunday
Sermons. Check out our Sermon Archives as well.
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† Your Prayers Are Requested For…

t is such an intimate time when praying for the health and well being of others and
such a privilege. The people that we lift up to The Lord are part of our hearts for all
time. Please pray for…
.....Fr. George Hall, Brenda Darling, Jean Stauffer, Lorraine Estok
and other parishioners convalescing in extended care facilities.
.....St. Matthew’s, Wilton; St. Paul’s, Windham; Grace Church,
Windsor.
.....Revival at St. Paul’s and the greater Danbury area.
.....Women’s ministries, Women’s Global Mission groups; Anglican
Women’s Empowerment.
.....Ginny Beck, Clayton Ferry, Gary Stein, Joe & Barbara Hock,
Sue Balla, Rose Barrett, Jim Megura, Jay Lawrence, Alex, Teresa Stacchiotti, Mary
DeAnzeris, Paul Kovacs, Michele Sarver, Denise, Lee Rybos, Sandy Chaleski, Susan &
Rhonda continued healing.
.....the people of Afghanistan; the people of the Republic of Abkhazia; Diocese of Toliara (Indian Ocean) The Rt Revd Todd McGregor ; and our sister and brother members of the
Bible Fellowship Church.
.....Christians in the Middle East facing persecution at the hands of ISIS forces. Pray also
for radical Muslims throughout the world to come to know Jesus Christ.
.....Michael for protection from mortar attacks in Somalia with the UN peacekeeping
service.
…..Brookfield Social Services and the families that will receive Thanksgiving Dinner from
basket collections during the month of November.
.....Gregg Roberts, Simple Wisdom Wellness, a
marketplace partner of the Jericho Partnership.
.....Pam Altemus, healing from recent heart valve
replacement surgery.
.....Clergy and People.
.....Cathy Schrull, healing, and peace and comfort
during her treatments.
.....Everyone affected by Hurricanes Harvey,
Irma, Jose and Maria and the ongoing recovery
efforts.
…..Bill Beattie, founder and chairman of the
Jericho Partnership, complete healing of Multiple
Myeloma.

† This & That & Links

(Click on pictures or red links for more info)

Links We Like
Things That Make You
Think
Back Issues of Sword
Points

Sing a Song of the
Saints of God
Bishop Jeffrey Rowthorn’s
sermon on All Saint’s
Sunday, 2014 is worth
another look.
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Random Fact o

the Week!
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Just For Fun !

(And Christian Fellowship)

Caption Contest
Christine MacMillan is the winner of our caption contest.
Mike Kirner: “It only took three months to read and return
my niece’s book to Chris MacMillan!” *
* - By way of explanation, ask Mike how ‘long’ the book was
and how old his niece was when she made the book
for her elementary school teacher, Mrs. MacMillan.

†

It Takes An Editorial Board
Contributors to this Weeks
Sword Points:

M

ary Allen, Sue Balla, Chris Barrett,
Larry Creagh, Carol Ferro, Steve
Hemming, Diane Loring, Bill Loring, Lois
Hunt, Dori
McManus, Beth
Miller, Nicole
O’Connors, Patrick
O’Connors, Mary
Perry, Ken Perry,
Kirsten Peterson,
Debbi Pomeroy, Joe
Shepley, Tara
Shepley, David Szen,
Ron Switzer, John
Tuthill, Don Winkley
and Gail Winkley.
21

