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† Jesus Makes Transformation Possible
“Comfort, O comfort my people, says your God”

Isaiah 40:1
Dear Friends,
It has been said that the
message of Jesus
afflicts the comfortable,
and comforts the
afflicted. Once we
encounter Jesus, we can
never be the same. He
gently disrupts our status
quo while calling us into
the promise of God's
nearer presence, now and
forever, as we put our hope
on Christ.
Advent is meant to both
disrupt, and secure us,
inviting us to take account of
how we are living our lives,
and live in deeper surrender to
the Spirit so as to be prepared
for the arrival of the Lord.
As our Mediator and Advocate,
Jesus makes transformation
possible, and inner comfort a
blessed assurance, now, and in
the age to come.
Faithfully,

† Looking Back to Look Forward
"What then did you go out to see? A prophet?
Yes, I tell you, and more than a prophet."

Jesus testifies about John the Baptist - Matthew 11:9 (ESV)
by John Tuthill

"A

nd immediately..." as Mark's Gospel says so often (he uses these words 35 times
in just 16 short chapters by my count), John the Baptist is immediately
introduced at the beginning of our appointed gospel reading this Sunday (Mark 1:1-8).
There is no nativity of Jesus described. For that we need to look at Luke or Matthew's
gospel (but not to John's). No, instead, Mark immediately looks back at an interesting
combination of Old Testament prophets. The prophets he cites spoke of the desert, they told
about the messenger, and, all pointed to the Good News of the Savior. Mark seems to be
saying from the very start that understanding Jesus must begin with knowing God's Word
from the beginning in the Old Testament.
Jesus called
John the Baptist
greater than any
man born of
woman (Matthew
11:10), but Jesus
also went on to
say, "but even the
least in the
Kingdom of
Heaven is greater
than he." In what
way would John
be "least"? My
study Bible says it
is because like the
rest of humanity,
John the Baptist
was a sinner in
need of Christ our
Savior (as Romans
3:10 says we all
are). In what way
would John be
"greater" as Jesus
said? No man was
so singularly
devoted and
surrendered to Jesus. He famously wore the rough clothing of a prophet (made of camel's
hair) and he is well-known even now by both believers and non-believers alike as that "lone
voice in the wilderness" (John 1:23). He called out to the growing crowds for them to
receive the baptism of repentance which prepares for the coming of the Messiah and "He
will baptize you with the Holy Spirit." (Mark 1:8).
John the Baptist is a great inspiration for sharing the Good News of Jesus Christ
unashamed and unapologetically. He was filled with faith and remains a model for all who
are "...not ashamed of this Good News about Christ. It is the power of God at work, saving
everyone who believes--the Jew first and also the Gentile. (Romans 1:16). By God's grace
in John's example, we see it is possible to whole-heartedly be consumed and poured-out for
Jesus. A person can look to John and even join him in "preparing the way for the Lord's
coming" (Matthew 11:10) and in the end a person can say as John was blessed to say,
"Look! The Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world!" (John 1:29). Hallelujah!
Thanks be to God!
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† You Can Help

T

he second Saturday of each month a group
from St. Paul’s volunteers at the Jericho Food
& Clothing Pantry on Spring Street in Danbury.
Please consider signing up by emailing Laurie
DoBosh ldobosh@tcco.com. The pantry is also
looking for donations of reusable grocery bags and
plastic bags for the clients to put their food in. We
are also looking for coloring books and crayons
for the children who come with their parents to
the pantry (gently used is accepted) and travel
size toiletries you usually find at hotels are also
needed. Please place donations in Crocker Hall
bin marked Jericho (left hand brown bin).

† This Week at St. Paul’s
Thu, Dec 7 Sat, Dec 9

-

7:00 pm
7:30 pm
7:30 pm
7:30 am
7:30 am
10:00 am
10:00 am
11:00 am

-

8:00 am
9:30 am
10:30 am

-

12:00 pm
5:00 pm
7:00 pm
9:15 am
5:45 pm
6:45 pm
7:00 pm
10:00 am
7:00 pm
7:30 pm
7:30 pm
7:30 am
7:30 am
10:00 am

-

8:00 am
9:30 am
10:30 am
10:30 am
6:00 pm

-

Second Sunday of Advent

Sun, Dec 10 -

Mon, Dec 11 Tue, Dec 12 -

Wed, Dec 13
Thu, Dec 14 Sat, Dec 16 -

Lessons & Carols Rehearsal, Sanctuary
Mission Committee, Guild Room
Property Committee, Guild Room
Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Crocker Hall
John 21:12 Group, Theo’s Diner, New Milford
PraiseMoves, Crocker Hall
Jericho Food Pantry, Danbury
St. Paul’s Quilters, Crocker Hall
Traditional Holy Communion (LiveStream) (Facebook)
Rector’s Forum, Guild Room
Contemporary Holy Communion &
Christmas Pageant (LiveStream) (Facebook)
Advent Brunch, Crocker Hall
Festival of Lessons & Carols (LiveStream) (Facebook)
Men’s Bible Study, Crocker Hall (LiveStream) (Facebook)
Ladies Bible Study, Guild Room
Boot Camp, Crocker Hall
Boy Scout Troop #5, Crocker Hall
Behold the Lamb Rehearsal, Sanctuary
Holy Communion & Healing
Staff Meeting, Rector’s Office
Vestry Meeting, Guild Room
Music Night, Sanctuary
Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Crocker Hall
John 21:12 Group, Theo’s Diner, New Milford
Praise Moves, Crocker Hall

Third Sunday of Advent

Sun, Dec 17 -

Traditional Holy Communion (LiveStream) (Facebook)
Rector’s Forum, Guild Room
Sunday School
Contemporary Holy Communion (LiveStream) (Facebook)
Behold the Lamb (LiveStream) (Facebook)

Did you miss last week’s Children’s sermon? Click here to watch it.
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† Transforming Saints of God
Thursday, December 7th
Ambrose
Bishop of Milan, 397

A

mbrose was the son of a Roman governor in
Gaul, and in 373 he himself was governor in
Upper Italy. Though brought up in a Christian family,
Ambrose had not been baptized. He became involved in
the election of a Bishop of Milan only as mediator
between the battling factions of Arians and orthodox
Christians. The election was important, because the
victorious party would control the powerful see of
Milan.
Ambrose exhorted the nearly riotous mob to keep the
peace and to obey the law. Suddenly both sides raised
the cry, “Ambrose shall be our bishop!” He protested,
but the people persisted. Hastily baptized, he was
ordained bishop on December 7, 373.
Ambrose rapidly won renown as a defender of
orthodoxy against Arianism and as a statesman of the
Church. He was also a skillful hymnodist. He
introduced antiphonal chanting to enrich the liturgy, and
wrote straightforward, practical discourses to educate his
people in such matters of doctrine as Baptism, the
Trinity, the Eucharist, and the Person of Christ. His persuasive preaching was an important
factor in the conversion of Augustine of Hippo.
Ambrose did not fear to rebuke emperors, including the hot-headed Theodosius, whom
he forced to do public penance for the slaughter of several thousand citizens of Salonika.
About Baptism, Ambrose wrote: “After the font (of baptism), the Holy Spirit is poured
on you, ‘the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of counsel and strength, the spirit
of knowledge and godliness, and the spirit of holy fear’” (De Sacramentis 3.8).
A meditation attributed to him includes these words: “Lord Jesus Christ, you are for me
medicine when I am sick; you are my strength when I need help; you are life itself when I
fear death; you are the way when I long for heaven; you are light when all is dark; you are
my food when I need nourishment.”
Among hymns attributed to Ambrose are “The eternal gifts of Christ the King,” “O
Splendor of God’s glory bright,” and a series of hymns for the Little Hours.

† Salvation Army Kettles Here This Sunday

S

t. Paul’s Parish has been an ardent participant with the Salvation Army
for over 25 years. Through our town wide efforts, every church, for
one weekend, hosts a “Kettle & Bell” to collect donations for the Army. The
Social Services Department in our Town, vets those who have “critical and
urgent needs” that cannot be met through their regular funding. All funds
administered are clearly identified as coming from the Christian Salvation
Army.
St. Paul’s can be proud
of our contributions and
mission to meet the
worldwide and local
needs of the Salvation
Army.
4
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† A Heart’s Desire Realized

A Testimony of God’s Lovingkindness
“A friend loves at all times, and a brother is born for adversity.”

Proverbs 17:17

by Steve Hemming

M

y father, Daniel W. Hemming, and I were close. Dad was always there for me,
and we did many great things together over the years. Yet, despite having a great
life with my dad, I still yearned for a deeper, more intimate relationship with him. Because
this was a true heart’s desire of mine, I consistently asked God to draw us closer together as
a father and son.
Since we lived many miles apart, aside from visits, my dad and I would keep in touch
once a month, maybe twice. Dad was a man of few words. Whenever we talked on the
phone, if there was a moment of silence, my father would assume our conversation was
over. He would thank me for calling, tell me he loved me, and then hang-up. In an effort to
keep Dad on the phone longer, I would create lists of things to ask or say before I called
him. While this enabled me to stretch the call out a little longer, I still felt something was
lacking after we finished talking. I craved more intimacy with my father.
When my dad was diagnosed with Squamous Cell Carcinoma (SCC), a skin cancer, in
February of 2012, our relationship began to change dramatically. I wanted to be totally
available for my father, and help him in any way I possibly could. I drove to Canandaigua,
NY, where he lived, many times over the course of the next several months, to be by his side
for surgeries, treatments, to take him out to run errands, or simply to be with my dad and
offer him my prayerful and unwavering support.
We developed a greater friendship as a result
of the trials my Dad was going through as he
battled the cancer. We became like brothers,
which is why the Lord led me to include the
Proverbs 17:17 verse above. Despite the
adversity Dad faced, we fought together as
comrades-in-arms against a vicious enemy that
was trying to destroy my father’s life. And as
Proverbs 18:24 denotes, as a result of our
growing friendship, I stuck closer to Dad than
ever before, as we journeyed through this most
difficult of seasons together.
My phone conversations with my dad during
his illness were unlike anything I had previously
experienced. No longer did I need to create lists
of things to tell my father, nor was I fearful any
silence between us would conclude the
conversation. When Dad got sick, it was as
though the Lord released his tongue, and we had
lengthy calls where he did most of the talking,
which was music to my ears! I was greatly
blessed by our chats on the phone. We usually spoke every couple of days.
Despite much prayer, surgeries, radiation, chemotherapy, and a slew of naturopathic
treatments, nothing could stop the cancer from spreading throughout Dad’s body. After
Thanksgiving that year, as his health was declining rapidly, it became apparent that God was
going to heal Dad in heaven, rather than on earth. He was soon admitted to a local hospice
house, called the House of John, where he spent his last days on earth in perfect peace.
When I got word that Dad was placed in hospice, I drove through the night, and arrived at
the House of John around 2am. When the nurse let me peek in on Dad, he was awake.
When he saw me, a wide smile quickly emerged, and with a twinkle in his eyes, he kidded,
“What are you doing here?” From the moment I arrived, I never left the House of John.
When friends and family departed each evening, my sister Janda and I would move into our
Dad’s bedroom and spend the overnight hours with him.
(Continued on page 7)
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(Continued from page 6)

A Heart’s Desire Realized

One night, after everyone went home, Janda and I retreated to Dad’s room to be with him
for what was to become a magnificent and memorable experience that only God could have
orchestrated. Our father was quiet and the hours passed by uneventfully, until around 3:00
am, when Dad called Janda and me to his bedside, and asked us to take hold of his hands.
He told us that it was “time to start the service.” Dad began by praying the most beautiful
prayer I ever heard him speak, full of reverence as he lifted up his voice to the Lord with a
sincere heart of gratitude. He ended by saying a long AMEN. He then quoted some
scripture and grew silent. Over the next few hours, he would periodically pray out loud. At
one point he lifted and extended his arms out and upwards. Shortly after 7:00 am on the
morning of November 30th, with both Janda and I by his
side, Dad went home to be with the Lord.
The following week, a memorial service was held to
celebrate Dad’s life. During the reception afterwards, as
friends and family expressed their condolences, my father’s
long-time closest friend Bill came up to me and shared with
me that Dad told him a few days before he passed that he was
so grateful that he and I had grown much closer together
during the past several months. Tears filled my eyes, as I
was profoundly blessed to hear that while I wanted to get
closer to Dad, he in turn wanted to get closer to me. As an
expression of His lovingkindness towards us, God fulfilled
our mutual heart’s desire in the midst of tribulation, by
fostering a more loving, intimate relationship between a
father and his son who sought to draw closer to one another.
Dad and me as we spent a day together at
Thank you, Heavenly Father, for giving me my earthly father,
Daniel, and for blessing all our years together.
Sodus Point, NY – June 12, 2012

Why Should I Trust Some Tired Old Book?

T

he most common
objection made
concerning the Bible is that
it can’t be trusted as God’s
word because it was
written by men and
everyone knows men make
mistakes. In actuality the
Bible was written through
men by God. In speaking
of how the Bible was
written, 2 Peter 1:21 tells
us, “Holy men of God
spoke as they were moved
by the Holy Spirit.” The Bible writers, therefore, were not inspired as great artists or
inspired to produce great art, but the word translated “inspired” means, “God-breathed.” It
literally conveys the idea of God breathing out the scriptures. Man, then, was only the
instrument used by God to convey His thoughts in the Bible.
The Bible is not one book, but 66 books compiled under one binding, written within a
period of 1500 years by about 40 different authors from all walks of life in varying
occupations and written in three different languages on three different continents during
periods of peace and periods of war. The Bible’s authors wrote exactly what God wanted
them to write on hundreds of controversial subjects, yet with absolute harmony from the
beginning to the end. Click here for entire article from The Sacred Sandwich.
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† Art in the Christian Tradition

“St. John the Baptist
Preaching”

1878
Auguste Rodin, 1840-1917
Early in his career, Auguste
Rodin created life-size
sculptures that were so realistic,
his critics argued that he had
modeled them using actual
persons. To answer them,
Rodin began working on a
larger-than-life sculpture of
John the Baptist.
In this work, intentionally
shown in its setting in what was
originally Rodin's house and
workshop, John the Baptist
seems alive, striding, giving a
sense of active energy. Rodin
accomplished this by modeling
each leg in a separate position
of rapid walking, so that the
passion and energy of this
herald of Christ springs forth.
His outstretched hand and
slightly opened mouth catch
him in a moment of preaching
the word of Christ's coming.
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Name Tags - Please be
courteous to your
fellow parishioners, to
newcomers, visiting
clergy and guests by
extending a warm
welcome to them and by
wearing your name tag. And
remember to wear them to coffee
hour as well.
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† Quilt Raffle

O

n December 17th our quilt
will be raffled off.
Come to coffee hour to check out
this year’s masterpiece, lovingly
made by our award winning quilters. Tickets will be available after
each service December 3rd, 10th
and 17th in Crocker Hall. Tickets
are $5 each or 5 tickets for $20.
All proceeds will go to the Youth
Group this year.

† Christmas Giving Tree

A

nnually, Saint Paul’s adopts families from Brookfield who are financially
struggling. Soon there will be a tree in the back of the church with gift tags
attached listing items requested by the families. If you would
like to bring some extra joy to the families, please take a tag or
two from the tree.
The unwrapped (a change from past years) gifts are due
back to church by Sunday, December 10th, with the tag
attached (most important). Please keep under the maximum
limit of $30 per gift. In addition to the individual families we
will be working with there will also be tags for a holiday
shopping table. This will provide small Gift items (up to $10:
crayons, markers, hats, mittens, ear phones, movie tickets,
etc.) and holiday necessities (batteries, tape, wrapping paper,
bows, and candy). Please find your tag number on the
clipboard and write your name and phone number in the
corresponding space. Thank you in advance for showering

The
Rector’s
Forum

The Rector’s Forum meets every Sunday in the Guild
Room between services at 9:30 am. It is currently studying
Romans. The study of the Book of Romans has often proven
to be a life-changing exercise. Throughout the history of the
church, lives have been radically transformed through the
impact of Paul’s Epistle to the Romans.

The last Rector’s
Forum for 2017
will be on
December 17th
and will resume
on January 14th.
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† Transforming Stewardship
“Prepare the way of the Lord…”
- Mark 1:3

W

e are all called to live a holy life. We are
all called to invite others to live holy
lives. Living a stewardship lifestyle, being grateful
and generous with our gifts, does just that – it puts
us on the path to holiness and it invites others to be
holy, too.
Hello St. Paul's family,
I am truly humbled by the support I have received so far for my recording project. It's a
blessing to step out in faith and have the backing of your church family. One of my main
goals when I began looking into doing this project was to have a way of equipping the St.
Paul's community to engage in worship, with songs that have been born out of our church.
Thanks to the support I have received thus far, that goal will begin to take shape next month.
60 different people have made contributions to this project, both online and in person.
To date I've raised over $6,000. I'm nearing 75% of my total goal of $8,500 in order to have
the project fully funded. I still have a little ways to go, but the support so far makes it clear
that this project will move forward, no matter what.
The campaign for funding the project will continue through Saturday, Dec 16th. While
that seems far away, the days move quickly this time of year and it will be here before we
realize. So, I'm asking for your help today in getting this project closer to 100% funded.
And, there is a special way you can do that over the next couple of days.
Someone from St. Paul's has graciously offered to MATCH any donations made through
Indiegogo over the next 96 hours! From Tuesday 12/5, through Friday, 12/8, any
contribution made online will be matched by this donor. Wow!
If you've been meaning to contribute, now is the time to do it. Or if you've thought that
your contribution wouldn't make much difference to move the needle, now it will have twice
the impact.
It will work like this - if you donate $10 to the project, another $10 will be donated by
this anonymous donor. If you donate $25, they donate another $25, and so on. It's a great
way to maximize the contribution you are making.
There are a few things to consider:
1) Only donations made online will be matched - I'm grateful for the offline support I've
received, but this matching opportunity will only be for online support. Support the project
here: https://igg.me/at/ pocmusic
2) The matching donation will only be available from 12/5 - 12/8, so it's important to act
now.
3) When you make a donation, you will only receive the perk for the level of your
donation. The matching donor will not be adding to your perk receipt. For example, if you
donate $15, you will receive one copy of the CD.
4) The matching donation will come in after the end of the four day period and will only
match up to $1,200 - which will fully fund the project.
5) When you make a donation, be sure to click "Get This Perk" in order to receive the
item you would like. By selecting "Back It", a straight contribution is made and no perk is
acknowledged.
If this is the first you're hearing of my project, you can learn all about it through the
campaign site: https://igg.me/at/ pocmusic You can also hear more of my story on St. Paul's
Youtube channel: https://www.youtube.c om/watch?v=2KV7zimnB6E&t=18s
Again, a huge thank you to everyone for your support both financially and in prayer. I
am very much looking forward to celebrating this project together next spring.
Grace and Peace,
Patrick
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Holy Land Revisited

W

† The Mount of Olives 

hen you first arrive in Jerusalem, this two-mile long ridge is where you will
most likely get your first full view of the famous City of David. Named for the
olive trees that used to grow here in abundance, and where Roman legions
camped during the city siege in 70 AD, its
slopes are now one of the main Jewish burial
grounds for Jerusalem.
Between the Temple Mount and the Mount
of Olives is the Kidron Valley, and on the
hillside rising up over it are more than 150,000
Jewish graves. According to Jewish tradition,
their hope is to be the first resurrected when the
Messiah arrives and walks through the East
Gate (Ezekiel 44:1-3). Directly in front of the
East Gate are Muslim tombs that were
purposely placed to block His arrival. This gate
is the oldest of all the gates (dated from the time
of Nehemiah). Suleiman the Magnificent sealed
it in 1541 to stop Him from entering.
At almost 3,000 feet high, with a spectacular view of Jerusalem (though the best vista
may be through the window of the Dominus Flevit Church),
the Mount of Olives has witnessed a lot of history: as the
refuge for David when he fled from Absalom (2 Samuel
15:30), where Solomon made altars to false gods (1 Kings
11:5-7), and where King Josiah later “smashed the sacred
stones and tore down the Asherah poles” to deter further
abominations (2 Kings 23:14). Zechariah, a prophet closely
identified with this area, is also buried at the base of the
Mount of Olives.
In New Testament times, this was a favorite spot for
Jesus, a spot where He gave His famous Olivet Discourse
(Matthew 24), predicted the coming Roman destruction in
70 AD, and where He descended into Jerusalem to the
shouts of “Hosanna!” on the first Palm Sunday, thus
fulfilling Zechariah 9:9:
“Rejoice greatly, Daughter Zion! Shout, Daughter
Jerusalem! See, your king comes to you, righteous and
victorious, lowly and riding on a donkey, on a colt, the foal of a donkey.”
The palms were a traditional symbol of rebellion against Roman rule by the conquered
Jews, who did not understand Jesus’ peaceful mission. Palm fronds are still waved today by
Jews during Sukkoth (the Feast of Tabernacles) on the Mount of Olives; one circle each day
is made on the summit for the first six days to symbolize the Temple service when the
priests used to circle the altar once a day.
The Garden of Gethsemane is on the lower slope, famous for Jesus’ post Passover prayer
wrestles and eventual arrest. Today, the Garden is fenced off to protect the ancient Olive
trees that appear to be thousands of years old. When you ask your guide how old they really
are, the usual smirking reply is, “How old do you want them to be?” The truth is that when
(Continued on page 15)
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(Continued from page 14)

Mount of Olives

the Romans destroyed Jerusalem, they cut down every tree, so these are probably not
“witness trees.” Despite being where Jesus traveled to many times, the Mount is most
renowned today as the spot where He ascended into Heaven (Acts 1:9-12).
There are three locations that claim this Ascension distinction. The first is the Dome of
the Ascension, now a small mosque, then the church under the modern Pater Noster Church
(built above Queen Helena's 4th century structure), and lastly a Russian Orthodox Church.
The only thing we know from Scripture is that it was near Bethany (Matthew 26:6), which
would probably rule out all three claims geographically.
Despite this, it is a majestic place to ponder all that happened when Jesus was here. It
provides an excellent view of the Temple Mount. Although an innocuous area today,
Zechariah 14:4 speaks of the Day of Judgment beginning on the Mount of Olives when the
Messiah returns to vanquish Israel’s foes:
“On that day his feet will stand on the Mount of Olives, east of Jerusalem, and the Mount
of Olives will be split in two from
east to west, forming a great
valley, with half of the mountain
moving north and half moving
south.”
If Jesus did ascend to Heaven
from the Mount of Olives, then
returning to this same mountain
in triumph makes even more
sense when you consider David’s
flight as the rejected King (like
the Son of David’s rejection
2,000 years ago). According to
Zechariah, its remarkable recent
history as a favorite spot of Jesus
for fellowship, rest, and prayer,
will be surpassed by a much more
remarkable future event!

Coming Next Summer!
Are you ready to travel to the Biblical land of the
Pharaohs, Jacob, Joseph, and Israel during the famine?
Plans are underway for another awesome Christian pilgrimage.
This time to Egypt with a Nile River cruise and a climb up
Mount Sinai. There will be options for those who haven’t
been to Jordan and Israel as well. We depart for Egypt on
June 28th and return on July 19th. The Israel only trip
leaves on July 10th. Pricing,
brochures and more details are available here.
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COFFEE HOUR HOSTS
Dec 10th
- Christmas Pageant & Advent Brunch
Dec 17th 8 am - Cindy & Peter Maier 10:30 am - Amy Tilford
Dec 24th 9 am - No coffee hour - Christmas Eve
Contact Mary Allen at
203-775-6633 or
chamla@charter.net.

† Men's Bible Study to Begin a New Series:
1 & 2 Thessalonians.

P

aul's two letters to the Thessalonians contain some of the most important Bible
passages about the final days. These letters set forth the Christian view of history,
showing that history is not cyclical, but linear, and
will come to a culmination consisting of the
parousia, or Second Coming of Christ, the resurrection, the
judgment and the kingdom. Our current study has been
packing them in, plus a robust bunch of online followers. Join
on Monday and find out how we, too, are part of God's great plan
of salvation. We start promptly at 7 pm and end just as promptly at 8.

called on the people to undergo a
J ohn
“change of heart.” The faithful follower
is one who has undergone such a change.

Our Daily
Bread

O

ur Daily
Bread for
December, January
& February is now
available on the table
in the back of the
church. Our Daily
Bread contains a
scripture verse and
meditation for each
day.
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† Happy Birthday to You!

J

anet Franklin & Tara Shepley celebrate tomorrow! Saturday
is the big day for Brandon Smalls. Throw a party on Sunday
for Joe Bernardo. Lori O’Hara will be blowing out candles on
Tuesday. Barbara Hock & Diane Simone will be opening
presents on Wednesday. Have a blessed day everyone!
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“.

..he will feed his flock like
a shepherd...carry the
lambs...and gently lead the
mother sheep.” If we believe that
he indeed carries and leads us, is
it not our joyful duty to follow his
example by doing the same for
others - both here in our parish
and beyond our walls? Being a
faithful follower is part of what
helps us imitate his example.

Take a Hanger
Fill a Hanger

We are holding a Coat Drive to benefit the various
agencies in Danbury supported by the Jericho
Partnership. “Take a Hanger” from the rack. And
“Fill a Hanger.” Bring it back to St. Paul’s and we’ll
get that coat on the back of someone who needs it.

† Socks & Toiletries for the Homeless

A

s the temperature drops and the seasons change
remember homeless people are on their feet all
day, and the only pair of socks they own are very likely to
be threadbare. Once again, this year we are collecting
socks and toiletries for the men’s homeless shelter
throughout the winter months. Place donations in the bins
in the back of the church or Crocker Hall.

"It was a very peaceful and personal
service where I was able to light
candles for those whom I miss at
Christmas; I highly recommend
it; you will be in good
hands...Rev. Marilyn is wonderful. - Tara Shepley
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Christmas is hard when a person is hurting.
Come and join us on Wednesday, Dec 20, at 7
pm for the service called When Christmas Hurts.
We'll remember the ones we've loved and lost
and pray for our world and all the hurts around
us. We will go to Christ in the Holy Communion
for strength and courage. Please mark your
calendars and come over for this lovely and
peaceful candle-lit service of worship.
The service is held at Christ Church, Redding. If
you are looking for St. Paul's friends to attend
with you, contact Lois Hunt and Bonnie Wanzer.

† This Sunday’s Readings
Anticipation, Repentance, and Promise
Isaiah 40:1-11
he first reading is a message of comfort and new hope to God’s people. The time of
exile in Babylon is coming to end. A new way is made through the desert, and the
Lord comes, bringing peace and pardon to Jerusalem.
Psalm 85:1-2, 8-13
The psalm both celebrates and prays for the Lord’s gracious favor, for God’s forgiveness,
deliverance, and justice.
2 Peter 3:8-15a
This lesson is a reminder that the divine perspective on time can be very different from
that of human beings. Many wonder why the Lord seems so slow to fulfill the
promises of salvation and judgment. God, however, is patient and has divine
Mark 1:1-8
purposes. Still, the day of the Lord will come
suddenly, bringing a new heaven and earth.
Unlike us, John the
Christians must live both in patience and
Baptizer is a wild and woolly
with a zeal for righteousness and peace in
character. But like us, he
readiness for the judgment.
Mark 1:1-8
lives to point people to one
The Gospel of Mark begins with the ministry
who is greater than himself.
of John the Baptist. He is the messenger
John is the first Christian in
spoken of in the scriptures, the voice that
cries aloud in the wilderness. He is sent to
the sense that he is the first
prepare the way of the Lord through his call for repentance and baptism in water
who gives witness to Jesus.
for the forgiveness of sins. The people flock to him, but he tells of a mightier one
still to come who will baptize with the Holy Spirit.

T

† Pick Up Your Copy Today!
Synthesis CE Study Guides for each weeks readings will
be available at the back of the church.

† Sermon Shorts

"A

Recipe for a Heavenly Banquet" To
replay all our sermons, audio and
videos follow this link for the Sunday Sermons.
Check out our Sermon Archives as well.
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† Your Prayers Are Requested For…

t is such an intimate time when praying for the health and well being of others and
such a privilege. The people that we lift up to The Lord are part of our hearts for all
time. Please pray for…
.....Fr. George Hall, Brenda Darling, Jean Stauffer,
Lorraine Estok and other parishioners convalescing in
extended care facilities.
.....Christ Church, Bethany; St. Thomas’, Bethel; Christ
Church, Bethlehem; Old St. Andrew’s, Bloomfield.
.....Revival at St. Paul’s and the greater Danbury area.
.....For the children of the world, the Bishops’ Fund for
Children, and all ECCT ministries for children at risk.
.....Ginny Beck, Clayton Ferry, Gary Stein, Joe & Barbara Hock, Sue
Balla, Rose Barrett, Jim Megura, Jay Lawrence, Alex, Teresa Stacchiotti, Mary
DeAnzeris, Anthony, Paul Kovacs, Michele Sarver, Denise, Lee Rybos, Sandy Chaleski,
Pam Altemus, Susan & Rhonda continued healing.
.....the people of Chile; the people of the Republic of Chad; Diocese of Western
Massachusetts - (I, The Episcopal Church) The Rt Revd Douglas Fisher; and our sister and
brother members of the Baptist General Conference (Sweden).
.....Christians in the Middle East facing persecution at the hands of ISIS forces. Pray also
for radical Muslims throughout the world to come to know Jesus Christ.
.....Michael for protection from mortar attacks in Somalia with the UN peacekeeping
service.
…..St. Thomas, Bethel and the Bethel Community Food Pantry, which is the recipient of our
food basket collections for the month of December.
.....Bethany Christian Services, a partner ministry of the Jericho Partnership, Bethany, the
nation's largest adoption agency, opened its doors in Connecticut in 2011 with a mission to
show the love of Christ by providing social
services to children. Bethany's counseling
and adoption procedures are free of charge
for birth mothers.
.....Prisons and Correctional Institutions.
.....Cathy Schrull, healing, and peace and
comfort during her treatments.
…..Bill Beattie, founder and chairman of
the Jericho Partnership, complete healing
of Multiple Myeloma.

† This & That & Links

(Click on pictures or red links for more info)

Links We Like
Things That Make You Think
Back Issues of Sword
Points

Advent in 2 Minutes
What is Advent all about?
How is Advent different than
Christmas? This video
explains the significance of
this special season in the
Church and why the
experience of waiting, hope,
and preparation is still so
important in our lives today.
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Just For Fun !

(And Christian Fellowship)

Random Fact of the Week!

One of
our
Grand
Prize
winners
from last
Sunday’s
Communications
Coffee Hour
already
collected her
prize. Here’s
Sandy
Chadwick
having Hot
Dogs with Ken
& Dave at
Blackies!

†

Did you
know ... that
Johann
Sebastian Bach
sang as a choir
member for
two years at
St. Michaelis
in Lüneburg,
a brick
Gothic
former abbey
church?

It Takes An Editorial Board
Contributors to this Weeks
Sword Points:

M

ary Allen, Sue Balla, Chris Barrett,
Carol Ferro, Steve Hemming, Diane
Loring, Bill Loring, Lois Hunt, Susan Iverson,
Dori McManus, Beth
Miller, Nicole
O’Connors, Patrick
O’Connors, Mary
Perry, Ken Perry,
Kirsten Peterson,
Debbi Pomeroy, Joe
Shepley, Tara
Shepley, David Szen,
Ron Switzer, John
Tuthill, Don Winkley
and Gail Winkley.
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