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† Blessed Us by Revealing
“You are enthroned as the Holy One; you are the one Israel praises.”

Psalm 22:3
Dear Friends,

L

ast Sunday's Lessons and Carols was a phenomenal event. With our largest choir ever,
and a full attendance in the pews including many visitors, our Choirmaster and Organist,
Kirsten Peterson, along with our singers, blessed us by revealing how God is enthroned upon
the praises of God's people.
These are a few comments that were e-mailed to us:






“A full house pays testimony to just how much this service means to people.”
“I know this kind of service doesn’t just happen and I just hope that you and all in the
choir have some sense as to just how much this service means to the congregation.”
“I just came home from Lessons and Carols. I am hoping the sights and sounds do not
fade from my mind too quickly. It was the most beautiful and inspiring worship concert
that I have ever had the joy of hearing. The music, the blend of voices, the pieces
chosen, the organ, the setting and lighting all came together to create an event more
beautiful than any words are adequate to express.”

As we continue to journey through Advent, and anticipate our Christmas celebration, may
God continue to be glorified, through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Faithfully,

† Clear the Way
"God sent a man, John the Baptist."

- John 1:6 (New Living Translation)
by John Tuthill

H

ow deep in darkness would people need to be that an announcer
of light was necessary for them to see? The gospel reading this
Sunday (John 1:6-8, 8-11) is our second Sunday hearing
about John the Baptist. He is the messenger that was
promised by the last of the Old Testament prophets,
Malachi. The Lord said through Malachi that He would
send this man to "clear the way" (Malachi 3:1) and to call
attention to Jesus, the "Light of the World" (John 8:12).
The Bible is clear that Jesus will not need any announcer at
all when He returns (1 Thessalonians 4:16-17) but when
He was born and when He started His ministry, the
world (which He made!) was so much in darkness that it
actually needed this introduction to its own Maker (Colossians
1:15-17).
It seems Jesus is not the created kind light, not the kind of
light that had a beginning when God said "Let there be light…,"
but in our own limited way of understanding, He is called light, the
kind that in our creed is said to be "light from light." This seems to
convey the light that is metaphorically good as opposed to the
darkness that is not, as reason is good while irrationality is bad. This
may be the best that our words and capacity to grasp can begin to do
in describing Jesus. John the Baptist was given a tall order, to
announce this light that is the source of light and this good that is the
standard of good arriving into creation to redeem it. John was clear
that he was not the light, but only to one sent to point to it.
Thanks be to God!
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† You Can Help

T

he second Saturday of each month a group
from St. Paul’s volunteers at the Jericho Food
& Clothing Pantry on Spring Street in Danbury.
Please consider signing up by emailing Laurie
DoBosh ldobosh@tcco.com. The pantry is also
looking for donations of reusable grocery bags and
plastic bags for the clients to put their food in. We
are also looking for coloring books and crayons
for the children who come with their parents to
the pantry (gently used is accepted) and travel
size toiletries you usually find at hotels are also
needed. Please place donations in Crocker Hall
bin marked Jericho (left hand brown bin).

Year End Donations - Donors must deliver checks on or by Sunday,
December 31st in order to claim a charitable contribution deduction for
2017. Checks that are placed in the church offering on the first or subsequent
Sundays in 2018 will not qualify for a charitable contribution for 2017, even if the
check is predated to 2017 or actually written in 2017.

† This Week at St. Paul’s
Thu, Dec 14 Sat, Dec 16 -

7:30 pm
7:30 am
7:30 am
10:00 am

-

8:00 am
9:30 am
10:30 am
10:30 am
6:00 pm
7:00 pm
7:00 pm
9:15 am
5:45 pm
6:45 pm
10:00 am

-

Traditional Holy Communion (LiveStream) (Facebook)
Rector’s Forum, Guild Room
Sunday School
Contemporary Holy Communion (LiveStream) (Facebook)
Behold the Lamb (LiveStream) (Facebook)
Men’s Bible Study, Crocker Hall (LiveStream) (Facebook)
Stephen Ministry, Guild Room
Ladies Bible Study, Guild Room
Boot Camp, Crocker Hall
Boy Scout Troop #5, Crocker Hall
Holy Communion & Healing

7:00 pm
7:30 am
7:30 am
10:00 am

-

Music Night, Sanctuary
Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Crocker Hall
John 21:12 Group, Theo’s Diner, New Milford
PraiseMoves, Crocker Hall

Third Sunday of Advent

Sun, Dec 17 -

Mon, Dec 18 Tue, Dec 19 Wed, Dec 20
Thu, Dec 21 Sat, Dec 23

-

Sun, Dec 24 -

Music Night, Sanctuary
Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Crocker Hall
John 21:12 Group, Theo’s Diner, New Milford
Praise Moves, Crocker Hall

St. Thomas, Apostle

Fourth Sunday of Advent / Christmas Eve
9:00 am
9:00 am
5:00 pm
9:00 pm

-

Traditional Holy Communion (LiveStream) (Facebook)
Sunday School
Christmas Eve Family Service (LiveStream) (Facebook)
Traditional Christmas Eve Service

Christmas Day

Mon, Dec 25 10:30 am

-

(LiveStream) (Facebook)

Traditional Holy Communion (LiveStream) (Facebook)
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2017 Christmas Pageant

We would like to extend an
appreciative thank you to all those
that helped to make this year’s
Christmas pageant a memorable
success. Thank you to Joan, Susan,
Helen and Juliet for helping with
costumes. Thank you to LeAnna,
Peter, Doug, Connie, Julie and Paul
for helping to set up and clean up
from the brunch. Thank you to all of
the families that contributed food and
encouraged your children’s
participation. We loved celebrating
this pageant with you as we all
prepare our hearts for Christmas.
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† Vestry Meeting
November 8th
Opening: : David Williams opened the
meeting with prayer at 7:35 pm. Ron
Switzer led a Bible study on a Biblical model
for Thanksgiving. Thanksgiving had a
sacrifice, of food, etc, and a cost for
discipleship which includes prayer and
includes songs of rejoicing. 1 Thes 5:16-18.
Bill Schrull gave his testimony of how he
first came to go to Tanzania because of an
invitation to the parish to go there from Fr.
Buchannan. Bill spoke of his many visits
since then and the wonderful ministry of his
technical gifts and his worship leadership.
The October minutes were approved as
circulated.

Treasurer’s Report: October had $1,600
more income than expenses; St. Paul’s in a
good position to end the year in the black.

Rector’s Report:
There were 24 men at the
men’s Bible study last
Monday. The Jericho Gala
was on November 30th .
Old Business: The hand held microphone
for Sunday services has been purchased with
donations from the parish. The dishwasher
for the parish hall kitchen is in the works, the
committee is looking at low temp and high
temp options.
New Business: The IT Committee is
looking at hardware and software needs in
the parish, recommendations to
follow. Patrick O’Connors and
Chris Barrett gave a presentation
from the committee on an upgrade
to the sound system in the
sanctuary.
Closing: The meeting was closed with
prayer at 9:28 pm by David Williams.

Respectfully submitted,
Lois Hunt, Clerk of the Vestry
Committee Reports: George Stowell
presented a written report on Adult Christian
Education and Evangelism.
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† The Battle Is the Lord’s
Then David said to the Philistine, “You come to me with a sword, with a
spear, and with a javelin. But I come to you in the name of the Lord of
hosts, the God of the armies of Israel, whom you have defied. This day the
Lord will deliver you into my hand, and I will strike you and take your head
from you. And this day I will give the carcasses of the camp of the
Philistines to the birds of the air and the wild beasts of the earth, that all the
earth may know that there is a God in Israel. Then all this assembly shall
know that the Lord does not save with sword and spear; for the battle is the
Lord’s, and He will give you into our hands.”

1 Samuel 17:45-47
by Steve Hemming

I

f we think we are single-handedly responsible for the victories we gain in our lives,
we are sorely mistaken. For it is the Lord who fights our battles. He is the one who
gives us the victory.
As he declared in the scripture passage above, King David knew that God was the
strength behind his efforts against the giant, Goliath. No matter what enemy he faced, David
always attributed his successes to the Lord, as he wrote in Psalm 18:39; “For You have
armed me with strength for the battle; You have subdued under me those who rose up
against me.”
In addition to giving David the victory over Goliath, all throughout the Old Testament,
God fought all comers who chose to rise up against
the Israelites, and delivered them into their hands.
And in the New Testament, through His death and
resurrection, our Lord Jesus Christ sealed the victory
for us over sin, death, and the law (1 Corinthians
15:55-57). In doing so, He disarmed Satan and his
demonic principalities and powers and triumphed
over them (Colossians 2:15).
Now, if it is God who always leads us in triumph
in Christ Jesus (2 Corinthians 2:14), is there anything
we need to do to assure the victory? Absolutely. For
starters, we need to put our trust in the Lord alone to
prevail in any circumstance we may find ourselves,
as David prayed in Psalm 25:2, “O my God, I trust in
You; Let me not be ashamed; Let not my enemies
triumph over me.” When we face giants in our own
lives, we need to have faith that our Lord God is with
us, and will fight for us against our enemies, and save us (Deuteronomy 20:4).
Before heading into a battle we would be wise to seek the Lord’s counsel. For while
there are many plans in a man’s heart, it’s the Lord’s counsel that will stand (Proverbs
19:21). Whenever David sought the Lord for guidance before engaging with the enemy, his
plans would succeed. The phrase “David inquired of the Lord” can be found in several
passages that relate to the king’s life in the Word (1 Samuel 23:2,4, 30:8, 2 Samuel 2:1,
5:19, 23, 21:1, 1 Chronicles 14:10). As we follow David’s lead and seek the Lord, we can
be certain no plans of the enemy will succeed against Him, as affirmed in Proverbs 21:3031; “There is no wisdom or understanding or counsel against the Lord. The horse is
prepared for the day of battle, but deliverance is of the Lord”.
As a vote of confidence in Him, we need to lift up our voices in praise to our God, and
declare victory into the atmosphere, as joyously expressed in Psalm 47:1-3; “Oh, clap your
hands, all you peoples! Shout to God with the voice of triumph! For the Lord Most High is
awesome; He is a great King over all the earth. He will subdue the peoples under us, and
the nations under our feet.” Just as David did when he confronted Goliath, proclaiming out
loud that our battles have already been won, is a powerful, offensive weapon we can use
(Continued on page 8)
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(Continued from page 7)

On our extended
trip to Israel last
year we visited
the Valley of Elah
where David
fought Goliath.
Here are “five
smooth stones”
from the valley.

The Battle Is the Lord’s

against our adversary. We find further evidence of this
strategic tactic in Joshua 6, where when the Israelites
shouted after circling Jericho seven times on the seventh
day, the wall collapsed, they took the city, and destroyed all
its inhabitants (verses 20-21). Similarly, in Judges 7:20-21,
after Gideon and his 300 men broke the water pitchers and
shouted, “The sword of the Lord and of Gideon!” the
Midianite army fled.
When we’ve put our trust in the Lord, sought His
guidance, and made it known with our resounding voices
that we are believing in the Lord for victory, we are ready
to take action and advance forward to engage with our
enemy. Given the immense size of Goliath, it would have
been natural for David to want to retreat, but instead,
because he knew the battle was the Lord’s, “David ran
quickly toward the battle line to meet the Philistine” (1
Samuel 17:48). With his sling and a stone, David struck
Goliath, killed him, and cut off his head with the giant’s own sword.
Being certain the Lord would fight for him, David took a fearless stance towards any
adversary he encountered, as he exuberantly declared in Psalm 27:1-2; “The Lord is my
light and my salvation; whom shall I fear? The Lord is the strength of my life; of whom
shall I be afraid? When the wicked came against me to eat up my flesh, my enemies and
foes, they stumbled and fell.”
The next time we face the enemy, may we remember that it is the Lord’s battle, not ours.
When we embrace this mindset, we will be confident, knowing “Through God we will do
valiantly, for it is He who shall tread down our enemies.” (Psalm 108:13)

The Reality Check Of A Grieving Parent

T

he following testimony from a real, but unnamed Christian parent is presented for
the edification of those professing believers embarking on the remarkable journey
of parenthood, knowing they are solemnly charged by God to bring their children up “in the
nurture and admonition
of the Lord” (Ephesians
6:4).
“Tell to the
generation to come the
praises of the LORD,
and His strength and
His wondrous works
that He has done.” –
Psalm 78:4.
I am so very sad.
Over the past two years,
my married daughter, now 30, has slowly drifted away from Christianity and recently
confessed an interest in neo-paganism, and specifically animism, which is the belief that all
living things in the world have a soul, including plants, inanimate objects, and natural
phenomena. My first thought was, how could this be? She was raised in a Christian home,
received a biblical education early on, and for most of her childhood, she attended a strong,
Bible-believing church. When she was a teenager, her ability to articulate and defend the
Gospel in her own words was a great comfort to me as evidence of her true faith.
Click here for entire article from The Sacred Sandwich.
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† Art in the Christian
Tradition

“John the Baptist Disputing”
1508-1519
Cathédrale d'Amiens

T

his painted choir-screen relief
sculpture depicts John the Baptist
being questioned by priests, Levites,
Pharisees, tax collectors and the crowd.
The initial impetus for the building of the
cathedral came from the installation of the
reputed head of John the Baptist on December
17, 1206. The head was part of the loot of the
Fourth Crusade, which had been diverted from
campaigning against the Turks to sacking of
Constantinople, the great capital of the
Byzantine Empire. A sumptuous reliquary
was made to house the skull. Although it was
later lost, a 19th-century replica still provides
a focus for prayer and meditation in the North
aisle

C

ovenant Envelopes for 2018 are in the back of the church. Please take yours and
those of any friends who may be absent, as this helps us save on mailing
costs. Please do not use the 2018 blue envelopes until the new year, and do not use
the 2017 green envelopes after December 31, 2017; otherwise it will be credited to
your 2018 account. If you do not wish to use the covenant envelopes, as long as
your gift can be identified, an account is established in your name and you will
receive quarterly statements. If you have any questions, please contact Beth Miller,
Financial Secretary, at 203 775-9587 or bethmiller.stpaul@gmail.com. Thank you.
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† Transforming Saints of God
Thursday, December 14th
Juan de la Cruz (John of the Cross)
Mystic, 1591

J

ohn of the Cross was unknown outside the Discalced Carmelites for nearly three
hundred years after his death. More recently, scholars of Christian spirituality have
found in him a hidden treasure. Once described by Thomas Merton as “the church’s safest
mystical theologian,” John has been called the “the poet’s poet,” “spirit of flame,” “celestial
and divine.”
John was born in 1542 at Fontiveros, near Avila, Spain.
After his third birthday, his father died leaving his mother and
her children reduced to poverty. John received elementary
education in an orphanage in Medina del Campo. By the age
of seventeen he had learned carpentry, tailoring, sculpturing,
and painting through apprenticeships to local craftsmen.
After university studies with the Jesuits, John entered the
Carmelite Order in Medina del Campo and completed his
theological studies in Salamanca. In 1567 he was ordained to
the priesthood and recruited by Teresa of Avila for the
reformation of the Carmelite Order.
By the age of thirty-five he had studied extensively, had
been spiritual director to many, and yet devoted himself to the
search for God so fully that he reached the peak of the
mystical experience: a complete transformation in God.
John became disillusioned with what he considered the laxity of the Carmelites and in
1568 he opened a monastery of “Discalced” (strict observance) Carmelites, an act that met
with sharp resistance from the General Chapter of the Calced Carmelites. John was seized,
taken to Toledo, and imprisoned in the monastery. During nine months of great hardship, he
comforted himself by writing poetry. It was while he was imprisoned that he composed the
greater part of his luminous masterpiece, The Spiritual Canticle, as well as a number of
shorter poems. Other major works are, The Ascent of Mount Carmel, The Living Flame of
Love and The Dark Night. It is this latter work, Noche obscura del alma, that gave the
English language the phrase dark night of the soul.
After a severe illness, John died on December 14, 1591, in Ubeda, in southern Spain.

There are envelopes on the back table for anyone wishing
to remember loved ones and friends this Christmas season
by placing a beautiful poinsettia plant in the church in their
memory. All names will be listed in the Christmas Eve
bulletin. Memorials are due by Sunday. If you have any
questions, please contact Gail Winkley, 203-775-3343 or
gailwinkley@yahoo.com.

T

† Salvation Army Kettle Results

he results of the Salvation Army Red Kettle Drive produced
$2,049.50! We
have such a generous
parish! The need is
great and we are
blessed to be able to
respond in His name.
Thanks be to God!.
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† Quilt Raffle
This Sunday, December 17th at
the 10:30 coffee hour our quilt will be
raffled off.
Come to coffee hour to check out this
year’s masterpiece, lovingly made by
our award winning quilters.
Raffle tickets will be available
after each service in Crocker
Hall. Tickets are $5 each or 5
tickets for $20.
All proceeds will go to the
Youth Group this year.

Join us this Sunday for a
special Rector’s Forum
on Holy Land
Pilgrimages. If you have
ever been or want to go,
come share your
experiences. Crusaders
and Pilgrims are all
welcome.

The
Rector’s
Forum

The Rector’s Forum meets every Sunday in the Guild
Room between services at 9:30 am. It is currently studying
Romans. The study of the Book of Romans has often proven
to be a life-changing exercise. Throughout the history of the
church, lives have been radically transformed through the
impact of Paul’s Epistle to the Romans.

The last Rector’s
Forum for 2017
will be on
December 17th
and will resume
on January 14th.
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Holy Land Revisited

P

† Prophetic Nazareth 

rophetic Nazareth - After Herod the Great died in 4 BC, and with it his threat to
Joseph and Mary’s son, the family returned from Egypt to make their home in
this mountainous region. In doing so, they also fulfilled three puzzling Old
Testament prophecies…that the Messiah would come from Egypt and Nazareth, but be born
in Bethlehem (Matthew 2:1-23).
Nazareth is also where a teen-aged virgin agreed to be the fulfillment of Isaiah’s
prophecy (7:14) to bear the Son of God (Luke 1:26-38), and also
where Jesus would later announce to His local synagogue that He
was the fulfillment of Isaiah’s prediction about the Messiah (Luke
4:14-21).
For that “blasphemous” claim, those who knew Him best
rejected Him and nearly threw Him off one of Nazareth’s many
cliffs (Luke 4:28-30). Imagine His thoughts after escaping death
in Bethlehem, where Jeremiah 31:15 was fulfilled about Rachel
weeping for her children, only to have His own neighbors try to
finish Herod’s plan. So Jesus headed for Capernaum to start His
public ministry and left tiny Nazareth behind.
Nazareth was not only tiny she was also so insignificant that no
mention of her is even made in the Old Testament. With only a
few hundred people living there, no wonder Nathanael asked, “Can any good thing come out
of Nazareth (John 1:46)?” Today his question about the cradle of Christianity is rich with
irony when we see how much prophecy was fulfilled here! So why did His parents choose
Nazareth?
Joseph and Mary probably returned to Nazareth because it was their hometown. They
had family and friends here, and more importantly there was a lot of work for a skilled
artisan like Joseph…less than an hour away in the ruins of Sepphoris (the traditional home
of Mary’s parents).
When Herod died, Judah ben Hezekiah, plundered the Herodian palace in Sepphoris and
armed the rebels. The new Roman governor of Syria, Varus, burned the city and sold the
rebellious Jews into slavery. Herod’s son (Antipas) had chosen Sepphoris to be his new seat
of government to rule Galilee in Roman style (he named it Autocratus to flatter Augustus)
and he needed hundreds of laborers to re-build it. Having years and years of solid work was
very attractive to Joseph (Matthew 2:23) and probably where Jesus learned His trade as his
apprentice. Compared to Nazareth’s 500 “hayseeds,” it was a metropolitan hub with over
30,000 residents that dominated Galilee for the next 23 years.
Today the rocky town still looks down over the Plain of
Jezreel where the famous trade route brought thousands
from Damascus to Egypt, and probably this same Via
Maris is the route Jesus traveled from Egypt. It is no
longer tiny as over 60,000 people, mostly Arabs, live here
now amongst some 30 churches and monasteries.
To experience what Jesus’ daily life was like, we visit The
Nazareth Village. It is a genuine recreation of a working
terraced farm from the 1st century with a guided tour and
biblical reenactors. Most impressive is their authentic
synagogue built with the same materials that were available
(Continued on page 13)
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(Continued from page 12)

Prophetic Nazareth

in the time of Jesus,
complete with a mud/reed
roof. It gives you some
idea of what it was like to
live there and worship
2,000 years ago. There is
also a working carpenter
and a weaver (you can
even buy her wares in the
gift shop), shepherds with
their livestock, a huge
olive oil press that really
works, and a wine press
on the side of the hill that
dates from the days of
Jesus.
There are also several
famous churches to see in
Nazareth–the Byzantine
Church of the
Annunciation where
Gabriel met Mary, the Church of St. Joseph that is built on Joseph’s workshop site, and St.
Gabriel’s Church that sits on Mary’s Well (a tradition says Gabriel appeared to her while
drawing water here). Despite the busyness of the town now, and the clutter of churches
commemorating His life events, Nazareth is an interesting stop worthy of our time.
Two thousand years ago this insignificant village was too small to even be noted in the
tribal allotment to Zebulon in the Book of Joshua. Even the Hebrew word netzer is
uncertain, but probably means “shoot” or “branch,” as in the prophecy of Isaiah (11:1).
Small, insignificant, and uncertain hardly describe this prophetic town today when you
realize the shoot that grew up here was the hope of the entire world.
• Matthew 2:23, 4:13, 13: 58, 21:11, 26:71; Mark 1:24; John 1:46; Joshua 19:10-16

Coming Next Summer!
Are you ready to travel to the Biblical land of the
Pharaohs, Jacob, Joseph, and Israel during the famine?
Plans are underway for another awesome Christian pilgrimage.
This time to Egypt with a Nile River cruise and a climb up
Mount Sinai. There will be options for those who haven’t
been to Jordan and Israel as well. We depart for Egypt on
June 28th and return on July 19th. The Israel only trip
leaves on July 10th. Pricing,
brochures and more details are available here.
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Name Tags - Please be
courteous to your
fellow parishioners, to
newcomers, visiting
clergy and guests by
extending a warm
welcome to them and by
wearing your name tag. And
remember to wear them to coffee
hour as well.
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† Happy Birthday to You!

E

lsa Cutting & Natalina Schappach celebrate
tomorrow! Bake a cake for Norma Schofield on
Sunday. Throw a party for Rose Barrett on Tuesday. Greg
Schofield will be opening presents on Wednesday. Have a
blessed day everyone!

† Transforming Stewardship
“Rejoice always, pray constantly, give thanks in all
circumstances; for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus
for you”
- 1 THESSALONIANS 5:16-18

T

his scripture reading sums up Stewardship.
“Rejoice always” means place your trust in God; He
will provide all that you need. “Pray constantly” means
prayer should be a running conversation with God
throughout the whole day, every day. “Give thanks in all
circumstances” means even in bad situations, thank God.
Suffering a little bit helps build empathy for others in
similar situations.

† Special Guest Testimony on Sunday December 31st

P

eter Scalzo will join us at both Sunday services on Sunday,
December 31. Born in Danbury and raised in Brookfield,
he has been a Christian for 45 years in Evangelical churches. He
even got his start at St. Paul’s where he served as an acolyte! Peter
has been married for 34 years and has 6 children. An attorney in
Bethel for 22 years, he is currently on medical leave due to
metastatic cancer.
In 2005 he had major reconstructive surgery for cancer and his
mother and father in law passed into glory due to cancer. A short
while after that a daughter overdosed from a long struggle in drug
and alcohol addiction (she is fine now after a 5 year journey).
Peter has had 15 surgeries and now has metastatic disease and is on brand new
immunotherapy drugs. “My docs have no idea how the journey will go.” He been a
member at Walnut Hill Community Church since 1986 and currently serves as an elder.
Peter is the new ministry leader for Celebrate Recovery at WHCC, a 12 step recovery
ministry based on the Beatitudes and the 12 steps. “About 3 years ago I got involved in the
ministry due to hurts, habits and hang-ups that I wanted victory over. I also began a Cancer
Support Group at WHCC and have been running it for 10 years.”
Apartment for Rent by Parishioner - It's on the
bottom floor of my house, single story, no
stairs, parking, full bath and kitchen one
bedroom with a living room for $900/
month, pets allowed...in New Milford by
the Elephants Trunk flea market. Contact
Emmy Erdman: emmyerdman@gmail.com, (203)482-6643
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COFFEE HOUR HOSTS
Dec 17th 8 am - Cindy & Peter Maier 10:30 am - Amy Tilford
Dec 24th 9 am - Coffee available
Dec 31st 8 am & 10:30 am - Coffee available
Contact Mary Allen at
203-775-6633 or
chamla@charter.net.

† Men's Bible Study to Begin a New Series:
1 & 2 Thessalonians.

P

aul's two letters to the Thessalonians contain some of the most important Bible
passages about the final days. These letters set forth the Christian view of history,
showing that history is not cyclical, but linear, and
will come to a culmination consisting of the
parousia, or Second Coming of Christ, the resurrection, the
judgment and the kingdom. Our current study has been
packing them in, plus a robust bunch of online followers. Join
on Monday and find out how we, too, are part of God's great plan
of salvation. We start promptly at 7 pm and end just as promptly at 8.

ministry and mission
J ohn’s
was to point to “one more
powerful.”
How do
we, as
good
followers,
allow our
lives to
point to
Jesus?
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Church Sculpture of the Week!:
Detail, John the Baptist, Carved Circa 1480,

† This Sunday’s Readings
The Witness of John
Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11
he principle of justice is to guide the nation of Israel, and they are to understand
that it is none other than God who is an advocate for the poor, the oppressed,
the downtrodden, and the brokenhearted. Written in the second half of the sixth
century before Christ, Second Isaiah (as (Isaiah 40-66 is known) envisions God’s
formation of a faithful Servant of the Lord, sometimes seen as a repentant Israel and
sometimes as a great prophet yet to arise, as in today’s lesson. The servant will bring
Israel to a fulfillment of her original promise and potential, and to a time of joy and
celebration. Christians perceive a foretelling of Christ’s ministry in these
passages.
John 1:6-8, 19-28
Psalm 126
A psalm of joy and hope sung to the Lord, who restores the fortunes of the This Advent season is a time
people.
for us to wake up and see the
1 Thessalonians 5:16-24
light. It is time for us to do
As he concludes his letter to the church in Thessalonica, Paul exhorts the
new converts to live joyfully and prayerfully in readiness for the Lord’s
what is our work: to prepare
coming. Although they are to test what they hear, the disciples are to expect
the soil of our souls, so that
to discover the Spirit in prophecy. Trusting in a faithful God, the followers of
the seed of God’s word can
Jesus are to seek to avoid all forms of evil and to become holy in every way.
take root in us and put down
John 1:6-8, 19-28
In the opening passages of his gospel the fourth evangelist firmly
deep and strong roots.
characterizes the mission of John the Baptist: he is the forerunner and witness
to the Christ. He bears testimony to the one who is the light of all human
life. John is not the Christ or a figure for Elijah or one of the other prophets. He
prepares the Lord’s way and baptizes, while even now the one whom John is unworthy to
serve
stands
in
their
midst.

T

† Pick Up Your Copy Today!
Synthesis CE Study Guides for each weeks readings will
be available at the back of the church.

† Sermon Shorts

"C

omfort before the cross." To replay all our
sermons, audio and videos follow this link
for the Sunday Sermons. Check out our Sermon
Archives as well.
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B

ecause of Sunday’s
Collect, some call
Advent III “stir-up” Sunday.
As Christians, how do we seek
to be stirred-up so we may
faithfully respond to God’s will
for us in this journey of life we
travel? What are the tools we
use so we might be fashioned
into the bread and nourishment
God wants not only for us, but
for us to share with others?

Take a Hanger
Fill a Hanger

We are holding a Coat Drive to benefit the various
agencies in Danbury supported by the Jericho
Partnership. “Take a Hanger” from the rack. And
“Fill a Hanger.” Bring it back to St. Paul’s and we’ll
get that coat on the back of someone who needs it.

† Socks & Toiletries for the Homeless

A

s the temperature drops and the seasons change
remember homeless people are on their feet all
day, and the only pair of socks they own are very likely to
be threadbare. Once again, this year we are collecting
socks and toiletries for the men’s homeless shelter
throughout the winter months. Place donations in the bins
in the back of the church or Crocker Hall.

"It was a very peaceful and personal
service where I was able to light
candles for those whom I miss at
Christmas; I highly recommend
it; you will be in good
hands...Rev. Marilyn is wonderful. - Tara Shepley
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Christmas is hard when a person is hurting.
Come and join us on Wednesday, Dec 20, at 7
pm for the service called When Christmas Hurts.
We'll remember the ones we've loved and lost
and pray for our world and all the hurts around
us. We will go to Christ in the Holy Communion
for strength and courage. Please mark your
calendars and come over for this lovely and
peaceful candle-lit service of worship.
The service is held at Christ Church, Redding. If
you are looking for St. Paul's friends to attend
with you, contact Lois Hunt and Bonnie Wanzer.

I

† Your Prayers Are Requested For…

t is such an intimate time when praying for the health and well being of others and
such a privilege. The people that we lift up to The Lord are part of our hearts for all
time. Please pray for…
.....Fr. George Hall, Brenda Darling, Jean Stauffer,
Lorraine Estok and other parishioners convalescing in
extended care facilities.
.....St. Stephen’s, Bloomfield; St. George’s, Bolton; Trinity,
Branford.
.....Revival at St. Paul’s and the greater Danbury area.
.....Those who advocate at the local, state, national, or
global level for the poor, the lonely, and the oppressed.
.....Ginny Beck, Clayton Ferry, Gary Stein, Joe & Barbara Hock, Sue
Balla, Rose Barrett, Jim Megura, Jay Lawrence, Alex, Teresa Stacchiotti, Mary
DeAnzeris, Anthony, Paul Kovacs, Michele Sarver, Denise, Lee Rybos, Sandy Chaleski,
Pam Altemus, Stu Terrill, David Lindsay, Susan & Rhonda continued healing.
.....the people of Costa Rica; the people of the Cook Islands; Diocese of Wondurba (Loryko, South Sudan) The Rt Revd Matthew Taban Peter ; and our sister and brother
members of the Baptist Union of Scotland.
.....Christians in the Middle East facing persecution at the hands of
ISIS forces. Pray also for radical Muslims throughout the world to
come to know Jesus Christ.
.....Michael for protection from mortar attacks in Somalia with the
UN peacekeeping service.
…..St. Thomas, Bethel and the Bethel Community Food Pantry,
which is the recipient of our food basket collections for the month
of December.
.....Hopeline Pregnancy Resource Center, a partner ministry of the
Jericho Partnership, where babies lives are saved weekly and
mothers in crisis receive support through this nonprofit
organization, which offers pro-life counseling and support to
pregnant women; all services are free, including pregnancy tests,
ultrasound, emotional support, material resources, abstinence
education, abortion recovery, and referrals.
.....the Future of the Human Race.
.....Cathy Schrull, healing, and peace and comfort during her
treatments.

† This & That & Links

(Click on pictures or red links for more info)

Links We Like
Things That Make You Think
Back Issues of Sword
Points

Presiding Bishop
Curry’s Christmas
Message 2017
Have a blessed Christmas,
a wonderful New Year, and
go out and make music in
the heart of the world.
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Just For Fun !

(And Christian Fellowship)

Linda Pendergast,
one of our Grand
Prize winners from
the recent Communications Committee
Coffee Hour already
collected her prize.
Apparently Linda
didn’t understand
“Hot Dogs with Ken
& Dave at Blackies!”
She wanted to go to
the Blue Colony
Diner where she
promptly ordered a
turkey dinner!

†

It Takes An Editorial Board
Contributors to this Weeks
Sword Points:

M

ary Allen, Sue Balla, Chris Barrett,
Carol Ferro, Steve Hemming, Diane
Loring, Bill Loring, Lois Hunt, Susan Iverson,
Dori McManus, Beth
Miller, Nicole
O’Connors, Patrick
O’Connors, Mary
Perry, Ken Perry,
Kirsten Peterson,
Debbi Pomeroy, Joe
Shepley, Tara
Shepley, David Szen,
Ron Switzer, John
Tuthill, Don Winkley
and Gail Winkley.
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Random Fact of the Week!
Did you know ... that Universal
Paperclips is an
incremental game
where the
goal is to
convert the
entire
universe into
paperclips?

