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† "O Come, Let Us Adore Him."
Purify our conscience, Almighty God, by your daily visitation, that your Son Jesus
Christ, at his coming, may find in us a mansion prepared for himself; who lives and
reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

Dear Friends,

W

orship is our chief duty and privilege as Christians. The word comes from the Old
English word, weorþscipe, meaning in its etymology, "worth-ship," or to give
something worth. We believe that God alone is worthy, and so we express this joyfully in
worship.
This Sunday, we will gather for one worship service, praying the above Collect on this
Fourth Sunday of Advent, preparing ourselves in heart and mind for the coming of the Lord.
That evening, we will return to worship, and then the next day as well, celebrating the birth
of Christ. What a gift it is to be able to worship together in freedom and in truth.
Worship transforms us into the likeness of God, and each service will offer its own unique
approach to the beauty of God's holiness. As we look to Christ as our hope of the ages,
together we say with worship, "O Come, let us adore Him."
Faithfully,

† Rain Down Sunday
"For no word from God will ever fail"

T

- Luke 1:37 (NIV)
by John Tuthill

he gospel reading appointed this Sunday (Luke 1:26-38) has a very odd translation
in my study Bible compared to all of the other Bible versions found on
BibleHub.com. For a change, this is a welcome difference because it has been enlightening
and worthwhile looking into the reason for it. In the original Greek language at least part of
the whole meaning seems to have not quite carried through into most of the English
translations of the above verse (Luke 1:37). Specifically, toward the end of the reading this
Sunday the angel Gabriel is finishing up announcing and explaining to the Blessed Virgin
Mary the seemingly impossible news that she will give birth to a son, and that this son is
going to be called the "Son of the Most High," and, 'oh-by-the-way,' this son will also be
given the throne of his ancestor David from which He will rule...forever! (This, by the way,
is the fulfillment of God's promise made to David which we will hear in our Old Testament
reading this Sunday - 2 Samuel 7"1-11, 16.)
The final words spoken by Gabriel to Mary are very familiar and they seem to make
perfect sense at face value; Gabriel is reassuring Mary, and
Gabriel says this to her immediately before leaving her; "For
nothing is impossible to God." This seems clear enough. That
is what most English translations say and that seems on the face
of it to need no further explanation - of course nothing would
be impossible for God. But hold on! There is just the slightest
little difference in my Bible translation (that is above). The
words Gabriel says are translated instead as, "For no WORD
from God will ever fail." It seems almost the same. But
looking into the commentaries and things written about the
original Greek, there is potentially a little larger meaning
hidden behind Gabriel's words: namely, what God speaks will
always happen. The Word does not return to Him without
accomplishing fully what He says and what He intends. This is
a very happy fit with what God says centuries earlier through
the prophet Isaiah, "So will My word be which goes forth from
My mouth; It will not return to Me empty, Without accomplishing what I desire, And
without succeeding in the matter for which I sent it." (Isaiah 55:11 KJV)
My scant research into this also led me to learn that this fourth and final Sunday in
Advent has been historically called "Rain Down Sunday" or "Rorate Coeli" Sunday in Latin.
Why? Because God's Word through the prophet Isaiah is fulfilled in Gabriel's
announcement to Mary. Isaiah 45:8 says:
“Rain down, you heavens, from above,
And let the skies pour down righteousness;
Let the earth open, let them bring forth salvation,
And let righteousness spring up together.
I, the Lord, have created it."
(Is. 45:8 NKJV)
Indeed, Righteousness HAS come down from heaven - and there was an opening; "I am
the Lord's servant," Mary answered, "Let it be to me according to your word" (Luke 1:38
ESV). Both righteousness AND salvation were met at the opening and both did spring up
together - at the cross - brought there as promised again and again in God's Word. Christ the
Savior is born! Hallelujah!
Merry Christmas! Thanks be to God!
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† You Can Help

T

he second Saturday of each month a group from St.
Paul’s volunteers at the Jericho Food & Clothing
Pantry on Spring Street in Danbury. Please consider
signing up by emailing Laurie DoBosh
ldobosh@tcco.com. The pantry is also looking for
donations of reusable grocery bags and plastic bags for
the clients to put their food in. We are also looking for
coloring books and crayons for the children who come
with their parents to the pantry (gently used is accepted)
and travel size toiletries you usually find at hotels are
also needed. Please place donations in Crocker Hall bin
marked Jericho (left hand brown bin).

Year End Donations - Donors must deliver checks on or by Sunday,
December 31st in order to claim a charitable contribution deduction for
2017. Checks that are placed in the church offering on the first or subsequent
Sundays in 2018 will not qualify for a charitable contribution for 2017, even if the
check is predated to 2017 or actually written in 2017.

† This Week at St. Paul’s
St. Thomas, Apostle

Thu, Dec 21 Sat, Dec 23

-

Sun, Dec 24 -

7:30 pm
7:30 am
7:30 am
10:00 am
11:00 am

-

Music Night, Sanctuary
Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Crocker Hall
John 21:12 Group, Theo’s Diner, New Milford
PraiseMoves, Crocker Hall
St. Paul’s Quilters, Crocker Hall

Fourth Sunday of Advent / Christmas Eve
9:00 am
9:00 am
5:00 pm
9:00 pm

-

Traditional Holy Communion (LiveStream) (Facebook)
Sunday School
Christmas Eve Family Service (LiveStream) (Facebook)
Traditional Christmas Eve Service
(LiveStream) (Facebook)

Christmas Day

Mon, Dec 25 10:30 am
Tue, Dec 26 -

Traditional Holy Communion (LiveStream) (Facebook)

St. Stephen, Deacon & Martyr
5:45 pm
7:00 pm

-

Boot Camp, Crocker Hall
Men’s Bible Study

St. John, Apostle & Evangelist

Wed, Dec 27 Thu, Dec 28 Fri, Dec 29 Sat, Dec 30 -

-

10:00 am
6:00 pm

-

Holy Communion & Healing
Hot Dogs w/Ken & Dave

6:30 pm
6:30 pm
7:30 am
7:30 am
10:00 am

-

Progressive Diner Night
Ugly Sweater/Game Night, Crocker Hall
Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Crocker Hall
“Theology at Theo’s”, Theo’s Diner, New Milford
Praise Moves, Crocker Hall

See pages 8-9 for
a full list of our
12 Days of
Christmas Events

The Holy Innocents

First Sunday after Christmas Day

Sun, Dec 31 8:00 am
10:30 am
10:30 am

-

Traditional Holy Communion (LiveStream) (Facebook)
Sunday School
Contemporary Holy Communion (LiveStream) (Facebook)
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† Art in the Christian Tradition
“No Room at the Inn”

2007
Belen de arena de Las Canteras, Plaza Saulo Toron, Canary Islands

E

very December, the best
sand artists from around
the world come to the Canary
Islands to practice their sandsculpting craft around the theme
of Christ's birth narrative. When
viewing this particular work by
the sand sculptor, Peter Busch,
the full force of the innkeeper's
turning away of Mary and
Joseph comes to the fore. The
viewer can almost feel Mary's
discomfort, as she labors in
carrying the Christ child. This is
remarkable, considering that the
artist succeeds without the use of
color or the articulation possible
with metalwork.

C

ovenant Envelopes for 2018 are in the back of the church. Please take yours and
those of any friends who may be absent, as this helps us save on mailing costs.
Please do not use the 2018 blue envelopes until the new year, and do not use the
2017 green envelopes after December 31, 2017; otherwise it will be credited to
your 2018 account. If you do not wish to use the covenant envelopes, as long as
your gift can be identified, an account is established in your name and you will
receive quarterly statements. If you have any questions, please contact Beth Miller,
Financial Secretary, at 203 775-9587 or bethmiller.stpaul@gmail.com. Thank you.
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† Follow the Leader
“I will instruct you and teach you in the way you should go;
I will guide you with My eye.”

Psalm 32:8

by Steve Hemming

Throughout his lifetime, my father believed nature was tangible proof that God was real.
Scripture clearly supports my dad’s conviction, as the very first verse in the Bible states; “In
the beginning God created the heavens and the earth” (Genesis 1:1, see also Colossians
1:16). Dad passed along his great love of the Lord and the outdoors to me. Without a
doubt, my favorite times with God are when I’m outside with Him, where we can enjoy His
wondrous creation together.
Last month, while in my hometown of Rochester, N.Y., I had the opportunity to take a
long, casual walk along the Erie Canal. As I ambled along the path, chatting with the Lord, I
saw all kinds of birds. In particular, I was fascinated watching the geese that were
frequently flying above me. As I continued walking, the Lord led me to what appeared to be
a “goose airport,” where gaggles of geese were resting atop the water. Every couple of
minutes, as if they were adhering to some sort of schedule, they would take off in small
groups. It was amazing to see how the geese used the water as a runway and once airborne,
they would quickly establish a perfect v-shaped formation. I felt very close to Abba Father,
as I stood there in awe of the grand display of His workmanship that was taking place all
around me.
As I gazed up at the sky filled with numerous
flying patterns, I asked the Lord how the geese knew
where to go, and what direction to take. His answer
was simple and so matter-of-fact; “I guide them.”
Since God created them, and knows every bird of the
air (Psalm 50:11), His answer made absolutely
perfect sense. After a moment of silence, I prayed,
“Guide me Lord. Please lead me in the right
direction.” God responded by giving me some
impressions that were derived from my observations
of the geese taking flight.
Listen To His Voice – As each group of geese
lifted up into the sky, the lead goose would honk
commands prompting the others to come into perfect
alignment as they followed. Since the Lord is our
Shepherd, we, His sheep, are instructed to listen
carefully to Him, as Jesus tells us in John 10:27; “My
sheep hear My voice, and I know them, and they follow Me.”
Keep Our Eyes On Him – In addition to following the commands of the lead goose, in
order to maintain their tight formation, the geese watched what was in front of them, and
adjusted their speed and direction accordingly. In Hebrews 12:1-2, we are called to cast
aside everything that prevents us from moving forward in the right direction where God is
leading us, by fixing our eyes on Jesus, who is the author and perfecter of our faith.
Cry Out To Him – At one point, as a group of geese took off, one goose lagged well
behind the others. As it tried to catch up, it honked loudly and repeatedly to its companions.
As a result, a genuinely touching phenomenon occurred; the formation actually slowed
down in mid-air, allowing the solitary goose to unite with the others. Repeatedly throughout
the Bible, God encourages us to cry out to Him for help. One such scripture can be found in
Psalm 107:6; “Then they cried out to the Lord in their trouble, and He delivered them out of
their distresses.” And it goes on to say in the very next verse, God led them in the right
direction.
Wait for Him – In the example described above, instead of speeding ahead, the geese
slowed down and waited for their traveling partner to reach them. Sometimes, in an effort to
arrive at our foreseen destination as quickly as possible, we exceed the speed limit and get
ahead of God’s design for us. This can often lead to disorientation, discouragement, and
(Continued on page 6)
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(Continued from page 5)

Follow the Leader

even burnout. We need to slow down, and wait for His perfect timing. The perfect antidote
for trying to forge ahead on our own, can be found in the well-known verse from Isaiah
40:31; “But those who wait on the Lord, shall renew their strength; they shall mount up with
wings like eagles, they shall run and not be weary, they shall walk and not faint.”
We are so blessed to have a loving and patient God who can and will use anything, even
a skein of geese in flight, to teach us how to follow His perfect plan for our lives! What has
the Lord been showing you lately?

“Teach me to do Your will, For You are my God; Your Spirit is good. Lead me
in the land of uprightness.”
Psalm 143:10

† Quilt Raffle
Congratulations!
Donna Cennamo was
the lucky winner of this
year’s quilt raffle!
The total amount
raised for the Youth
Group was $755.
Saint Paul’s Quilters
would like to thank
everyone who
participated in the raffle.

† The Nativity of Our Lord Jesus Christ

T

hat Jesus was born is a fact both of history
and revelation. The precise date of his birth,
however, is not recorded in the Gospels, which are,
after all, not biographies, and show little concern
for those biographical details in which more
modern Christians are interested. Such interest
began to become prominent in the fourth century,
together with the development of liturgical
observances of the events of biblical history.
It was in Rome, in 336, that the date, December
25, was settled upon for the celebration of the Nativity. The day, coming as it does at the
winter solstice, was already a sacred one, as the festival of the birth of the Unconquerable
Sun (dies natalis Solis Invicti); but its correspondence with the historical date of Jesus’ birth
was stoutly maintained by learned, if ingenious, writers. The observance spread rapidly
throughout the West; and it is accepted also by most of the Eastern Churches, in which,
however, it does not have the prominence it has in the West.
The full title of the feast dates from the 1662 edition of the Book of Common Prayer.
Prior to that revision, the day was known only as “Christmas Day.” The word “Christmas,”
which can be traced to the twelfth century, is a contraction of “Christ’s Mass.”
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† Transforming Saints of God

T

Thursday, December 21st
St. Thomas, the Apostle

he Gospel according to John records several incidents in which Thomas appears,
and from them we are able to gain some impression of the sort of man he was.
When Jesus insisted on going to Judea, to visit his friends at Bethany, Thomas
boldly declared, “Let us also go, that we may die with him” (John 11:16). At the Last
Supper, he interrupted our Lord’s discourse with the question, “Lord, we do not know where
you are going; how can we know the way?” (John
14:5). And after Christ’s resurrection, Thomas would
not accept the account of the other apostles and the
women, until Jesus appeared before him, showing him
his wounds. This drew from him the first explicit
acknowledgment of Christ’s Godhead, “My Lord and
my God!” (John 20:28).
Thomas appears to have been a thoughtful if rather
literal-minded man, inclined to skepticism; but he was
a staunch friend when his loyalty was once given.
The expression “Doubting Thomas,” which has
become established in English usage, is not entirely
fair to Thomas. He did not refuse belief: he wanted to
believe, but did not dare, without further evidence.
Because of his goodwill, Jesus gave him a sign,
though Jesus had refused a sign to the Pharisees. His Lord’s rebuke was well deserved:
“Blessed are those who have not seen and yet believe” (John 20:29). The sign did not create
faith; it merely released the faith which was in Thomas already.
According to an early tradition mentioned by Eusebius and others, Thomas evangelized
the Parthians. Syrian Christians of Malabar, India, who call themselves the Mar Thoma
Church, cherish a tradition that Thomas brought the Gospel to India. Several apocryphal
writings have been attributed to him, the most prominent and interesting being the “Gospel
of Thomas.”
Thomas’ honest questioning and doubt, and Jesus’ assuring response to him, have given
many modern Christians courage to persist in faith, even when they are still doubting and
questioning.

T

he Ladies Tuesday AM Bible
Study will be studying The Gospel
of Mark, starting January 9th, at 9:15 am
in the Guild Room. In this, probably the
earliest of the four Gospels, Mark
vigorously defends the claim that Jesus
was the true Messiah and that His own
people, the Jews, rejected Him because HE
came not as the glorious warrior-like they
expected but as a suffering servant. The
intensity of Mark's writing and his
enthusiasm for Christ's Gospel bring
us a powerful message of salvation,
inspiration, and encouragement.
Please join us in study on
Tuesdays from 9:15 -11 am. Please
register by January 2nd, by emailing,
Debbi Pomeroy at debbi415@aol.com.
Workbooks are $10.
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T

he Twelve Days of Christmas is probably the most misunderstood part of the
church year among Christians who are not part of liturgical church traditions. Contrary to
much popular belief, these are not the twelve days before Christmas, but in most of the
Western Church are the twelve days from Christmas until the beginning of Epiphany
(January 6th; the 12 days count from December 25th until January 5th).
We are celebrating the Christmas season with plenty of opportunities to Worship, Celebrate, Fellowship, Outreach, Reflect and Discover.
Tue, Dec 26 - St. Stephen, Deacon & Martyr Night! Register at dszen@yahoo.com for
“Monday is now Tuesday” Join our Men’s your starting point. We’ll all end up at the
Bible Study at 7:00 for a video and
same place for dessert and coffee.
discussion. As usual we’ll head to Elmer’s
Fri, Dec 29 - Ugly Sweater Night
Diner for dessert afterward.
Join us at 6:30 in your
Wed, Dec 27 - St. John, Apostle &
“not so finest” sweater
Evangelist
for a Potluck Dinner /
Start your day at 10 am joining our regular
Game & Movie Night
Wednesday morning Eucharist & healing
Extravaganza. Steve
service. Then
Nagy is the judge for
meet back at St.
this contest! Fun for
Paul’s at 6 pm for
the whole family.
“Hot Dogs with
Ken & Dave.”
Sat, Dec 30 Then we’ll carpool
Start with
to a top secret
“Theology at Theo’s,
location for the
7:30 am breakfast at
best in CT.
Theo’s Diner in New
Special holiday light tour included.
Milford. Then at 10
Thu, Dec 28 - Holy Innocents
discover Praise
You’ve heard of a progressive dinner?
Moves...relax as the
Well, we’re having a Progressive Diner

(Continued on page 9)
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12 Days of Christmas
(Continued from page 8)

year winds down with gentle stretching,
soothing music, encouraging scripture and a
lavender filled devotional time.

Thu, Jan 4 Join us for for a House Blessing that
Christmas includes Holy Eucharist, dessert and
Worship with us at 8 - Traditional
fellowship. We’ll gather at the home of one
Eucharist or 10:30 am - Contemporary
of our parishioners. Time and Details
Eucharist.
coming soon.

Sun, Dec 31 - First Sunday after

Fri, Jan 5 - It will be Free Coffee Friday as
we hand out free coffee to surprised
morning commuters
driving by St. Paul’s.
Assist us in this
outreach by holding a
sign, passing out
Sun, Dec 31 - New Year’s Eve Party
coffee, donating
Celebrate the New Year in style in our
some baked goods,
Guild Room at 9 pm. We’ll party ‘til 11:30 inviting folks in,
then celebrate the 1st Eucharist of 2018.
passing out info or praying for someone.
Bring your favorite dip or appetizer.
This event is annually a favorite of our
Beyond the Red Door Ministry.
Mon, Jan 1 - Feast of the Holy Name
Start the New Year with
Fri, Jan 5 - Movie Night
Holy Eucharist at 10 am.
Keep this night open. We’re searching for a
Following the service we’ll
family appropriate movie njoy at a local
head down the Brookfield Still
theater. Details to follow..
River Walk for a brief, family
friendly hike. Coffee & donuts Sat, Jan 6 - - The Epiphany
Start with “Theology at Theo’s, 7:30 am
will be the reward.
breakfast at Theo’s Diner in New Milford.
Tue, Jan 2 Then at 10 join us for Praise
“Monday is now Tuesday” Join us at 7:00
Moves...relaxing, gentle stretching,
at Portobello’s at
soothing music, encouraging scripture and a
the Four Corners
lavender filled devotional time.
and find out what
At 7:30 pm we’ll gather for the festive
the Men’s Bible
candlelight liturgy to celebrate the Feast of
Study does during
the Epiphany
August. Everyone
invited. Someone
tell Rev. Julie Mudge to join us.
Wed, Jan 3 Start your day at 10 am joining our regular
Wednesday morning Eucharist & healing
service. Then meet back at St. Paul’s at 6
pm for another “Hot Dogs with Ken &
Dave.” Then we’ll carpool to a different
top secret location.

R

emember, Christmas is about giving, so for the 12 Days of Christmas, support
the Jericho Partnership by bringing in food for their pantry, books for
children, socks and toiletries for the homeless. They’ll be blessed and so will you.
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Holy Land Revisited

I

† Bethlehem – That Famous Little Town 

n Hebrew beth means “house” and lehem means “bread,” so the famous Christmas
City means House of Bread, but to Herod the Great it meant “House of Threat” to
his reign in Israel. When the wise men came searching for the newborn King, Herod
knew where to look for his usurper. Micah had revealed it centuries before:
“But you, Bethlehem Ephrathah, though you are small among the clans of Judah, out of
you will come for me one who will be ruler over Israel, whose origins are from of old, from
ancient times (Micah 5:2).”
Although a cave made Bethlehem famous for the very first
Christmas, as Justin Martyr identified it to be over a century
later in 160 AD, Bethlehem’s importance goes back to Genesis
when Rachel died there giving birth to Benjamin (Genesis 35:16
-19). The spot where Jacob buried her has been a tourist stop for
over 3,600 years and quoted by Matthew as fulfilled prophecy
(Matthew 2:18) when Jeremiah predicted Herod’s murder of the
children in Bethlehem:
“This is what the LORD says: ‘A voice is heard in Ramah,
mourning and great weeping, Rachel weeping for her children
and refusing to be comforted, because they are no more
(Jeremiah 31:15).’”
Situated just six miles from Jerusalem, this tiny prophetic
spot has over 22,000 residents today. It drips with biblical
history, from Ruth and Boaz to the birth of David’s father, Jesse,
to Samuel’s selection of Jesse’s shepherd son to be Israel’s
second king. East of town is the traditional area where the
shepherds learned of the Savior’s arrival and they still “keep watch over their flocks” today,
even on Christmas day!
Besides a visit to Rachel’s Tomb, the real attraction is the Church of the Nativity built
over the top of the cave where Mary and Joseph stayed with their baby. A short walk from
your bus station brings you to Nativity Square where Christmas is celebrated every year (on
three different dates depending on whether you are Catholic, Armenian, or Orthodox). At
the far end is the famous entrance to the church known as the “Crusader Doorway.” It was
lowered in 1500 AD to stop Muslims from riding their horses inside the church
and preventing looters access with their carts. Now all visitors have to bow to go
through the “Door of Humility.”
Here is where Constantine’s mother (Queen Helena) determined the birth of the
Messiah had happened and marked the spot by finishing her church in 339 AD.
This original church had an octagonal floor plan built over the cave with a center
hole to look down on the birthplace. Helena’s church was damaged by fire in the
Samaritan Revolt in 556 AD, but thankfully the original mosaic floor has been
preserved (hidden under a wooden sub-floor, built over it to circumvent a rule
against crosses being “in the ground”). Rather than destroy it, the present wooden
floor was built 80 centimeters over the tiles and visible today by lifting large trap
doors. It is a work of art, crosses and all.
The present structure has parts that are over 1,500 years old, but most of what
you will see was built by the Byzantine Emperor Justinian the First in 565 AD.
The Church of the Nativity was spared during the Persian invasion (614 AD)
(Continued on page 11)
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(Continued from page 10)

That Famous Little Town

because the mosaic walls had the Magi on them. Their Persian garb convinced Shahrbaraz
to leave it standing, but most Christian shrines were decimated.
When we visit this impressive building today you’ll notice scaffolding and protective
wraps around her massive nave pillars. This is a multi-million dollar refurbishment project
to fix the leaky roof and preserve the building
for future generations. It does not deter us
from a visit, as most of the church is
accessible.
The spot where Jesus was actually born is
located below the Byzantine Church
(accessed by a stairwell near the church altar)
and marked by a 14-point star in a large
rectangular cave. In total irony to “peace on
earth,” this very spot may have led to the start
of the Crimean War over disputes of national
authority for the site. Greek and Latin monks
even came to blows with crosses and
candlesticks!
There are a lot of traditional religious
distractions in the building, but it still makes
for a must-see stop on our trip to the City of
David. Christmas will never be the same, and as John recorded in his Gospel, this House of
Bread brought all of us truly eternal food:
‘Then Jesus declared, ‘I am the bread of life. Whoever comes to me will never go
hungry, and whoever believes in me will never be thirsty (John 6:35).’”
• Judges 12:8-10; 1 Samuel 16:1-13; Micah 5:2; Matthew 2:1ff; Luke 2:7-20

† This Date on the Church Calendar
December 26th

St. Stephen, Deacon & Martyr

V

ery probably a Hellenistic Jew, Stephen was one of the “seven
men of good repute, full of the Spirit and of wisdom” (Acts 6:3),
who were chosen by the apostles to relieve them of the administrative
burden of “serving tables and caring for the widows.” By this
appointment to assist the apostles, Stephen, the first named of those the
New Testament calls “The Seven,” became the first to do what the Church
traditionally considers to be the work and ministry of a deacon.
It is apparent that Stephen’s activities involved more than simply
“serving tables,” for the Acts of the Apostles speaks of his preaching and
performing many miracles. These activities led him into conflict with
some of the Jews, who accused him of blasphemy, and brought him
before the Sanhedrin. His powerful sermon before the Council is
recorded in the seventh chapter of Acts. His denunciations of the
Sanhedrin so enraged its members that, without a trial, they dragged him
out of the city and stoned him to death.
Saul, later called Paul, stood by, consenting to Stephen’s death, but
Stephen’s example of steadfast faith in Jesus, and of intercession for his
persecutors, was to find fruit in the mission and witness of Paul after his conversion. The
Christian community in Jerusalem, taking fright at the hostility of the Judean authorities,
was scattered; so that for the first time the Gospel of Christ began to spread beyond
Jerusalem.
How do you serve the Lord?
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† Scholarly Speaking
Why December 25th?

I

t is widely assumed that the selection of December 25 th for the celebration of Our
Lord’s Nativity (Christmas) was primarily to provide a Christian alternative to the
various pagan solstice festivals, particularly the ancient Saturnalia and the
feast of Sol Invictus (the Unconquered Sun) created by Emperor Aurelian
in 274 AD. There are, however several lines of reasoning in early
Christian thought - before there was an actual feast of Christmas - which
point to the date. In fact it is quite possible that Aurelian established Sol
Invictus - no earlier feasts of the Sun God were near the solstices - to
counter a developing Christian celebration.
There were actually two different families of calculations which led to
the December 25th date, and both them actually focused on the dating of
the Annunciation, Christ’s conception, as March 25th, once again
removing Christmas from Pagan observances in December.
The first of these was based on the date of creation, and the belief that it would be fitting
for the Incarnation to fall on an anniversary of this event. Some of us
are familiar with the dates calculated by Archbishop Ussher and
printed in some editions of the King James Bible which place creation
on the eve of October 23rd in 4004 BC. Other computations lead to
different years, but the same time of year. However, a widely
accepted third century chronology set the date as March 25 th, which
became the commonly accepted date for the Annunciation, and adding
nine months gives us the December birthday. Both Eastern and
Western churches today generally observe the Annunciation on March
25.
The other computation is based on the Jewish idea of ‘integral
age,’ the belief that it is fitting for great prophets and other major figures to live an exact
number of years, dying on the anniversaries of their
conception. Unfortunately by the third century when
Christians became interested in calculating the actual date
of Jesus’ death the discrepancies among Roman, Greek,
and Jewish calendars, and between the chronologies of the
different Passion narratives made an accurate computation
almost impossible. More recent research has shown that
both of these dates seem to be impossible, but at that time
most calculations wound up with either March 25th or April
6th* as the probable dates for the crucifixion, and therefore
for the conception. It is interesting that the April date was
more common in the Greek speaking churches and would
give January 6th for the birth of Christ. For centuries these
churches observed his birth as part of Epiphany on that
date, while the Latin speaking West kept Christmas in
December. In the course of time most of the Eastern
Churches adopted the Western Christmas while keeping
Epiphany as the Lord’s Baptism, and Western ones imported Epiphany with a special
emphasis on the coming of the Magi.
Further reading: much of the material here has been gathered from various reading over
the years, but I have also drawn on two online articles which will provide a good summary.
One is by an old friend, William Tighe, found at http://
o you have a question you
touchstonemag.com/archives/article.php?id=16-10-012would like answered by our v, and another by David Bennett is at http://www.ancientScholar-in-Residence? Send your
future.net/christmasdate.html
Fr. Bill Loring, Scholar in Residence
ecclesiastical, liturgical, doctrinal,
historical or other inquiries to:
* Coincidentally, when the UK (and its colonies) replaced the Julian
Stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com.
Calendar with the Gregorian in 1752 The Julian March 25 corresponded

D

to the Gregorian April 6!
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† Special Guest Testimony on Sunday December 31st

P

eter Scalzo will join us at both Sunday services on Sunday,
December 31. Born in Danbury and raised in Brookfield,
he has been a Christian for 45 years in Evangelical churches. He
even got his start at St. Paul’s where he served as an acolyte! Peter
has been married for 34 years and has 6 children. An attorney in
Bethel for 22 years, he is currently on medical leave due to
metastatic cancer.
In 2005 he had major reconstructive surgery for cancer and his
mother and father in law passed into glory due to cancer. A short
while after that a daughter overdosed from a long struggle in drug
and alcohol addiction (she is fine now after a 5 year journey).
Peter has had 15 surgeries and now has metastatic disease and is on brand new
immunotherapy drugs. “My docs have no idea how the journey will go.” He been a
member at Walnut Hill Community Church since 1986 and currently serves as an elder.
Peter is the new ministry leader for Celebrate Recovery at WHCC, a 12 step recovery
ministry based on the Beatitudes and the 12 steps. “About 3 years ago I got involved in the
ministry due to hurts, habits and hang-ups that I wanted victory over. I also began a Cancer
Support Group at WHCC and have been running it for 10 years.”

† This Date on the Church Calendar
Wednesday, December 27th

St. John, Apostle & Evangelist

J

ohn, the son of Zebedee, with his
brother James, was called from being
a fisherman to be a disciple and “fisher of
men.” With Peter and James, he became one
of the inner group of three disciples whom
Jesus chose to be with him at
the raising of Jairus’
daughter, at the
Transfiguration, and in the
garden of Gethsemane.
John and his brother
James are recorded in the
Gospel as being so hotheaded
and impetuous that Jesus
nicknamed them
“Boanerges,” which means,
“sons of thunder.” They also
appear ambitious, in that they sought seats of
honor at Jesus’ right and left when he should
come into his kingdom; yet they were
faithful companions, willing, without
knowing the cost, to share the cup Jesus was
to drink. When the other disciples responded
in anger to the audacity of the brothers in
asking for this honor, Jesus explained that in
his kingdom leadership and rule takes the
form of being a servant to all.
If, as is commonly held, John is to be
identified with the “disciple whom Jesus

loved,” then he clearly enjoyed a very special
relationship with his Master, reclining close
to Jesus at the Last Supper, receiving the
care of his mother at the cross, and being the
first to understand the truth of the empty
tomb.
The Acts of the Apostles
records John’s presence with
Peter on several occasions:
the healing of the lame man at
the Beautiful Gate of the
Temple, before the Sanhedrin,
in prison, and on the mission
to Samaria to lay hands upon
the new converts that they
might receive the Holy Spirit.
According to tradition,
John later went to Asia Minor and settled at
Ephesus. Under the Emperor Domitian, he
was exiled to the island of Patmos, where he
experienced the visions recounted in the
Book of Revelation. Irenaeus, at the end of
the second century, liked to recall how
Polycarp, in his old age, had talked about the
apostle whom he had known while growing
up at Ephesus. It is probable that John died
there. He alone of the Twelve is said to have
lived to extreme old age and to have been
spared a martyr’s death.
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† Transforming Stewardship
“Hail, full of grace, the Lord is with you!”
- Luke 1:28

F

aith is a gift from God. Take time in silence and
thank Him for all the gifts He has given you. Try
to set aside any anger or resentment you have and really
open your heart to receive the gift of God’s mercy and
forgiveness. We can’t give what we don’t have. We
need to receive God’s mercy and forgiveness first before we can give it to

† Happy Birthday to You!

B

rady Williams celebrates tomorrow! Saturday is the big day for
Karissa Sampson. Bake a cake for Diane Hannah on
Wednesday. Have a blessed day everyone!

The Exodus
Save the dates. This
spectacular Biblical pilgrimage
has many options. Fr. Joe
plans on joining for Egypt.
Check out the treasures of
Egypt or Walk in Jesus
Footsteps in the Holy Land.
Do part or all as your schedule
allows. Seeing is believing.

Day 3: Alexandria - Breakfast and then a day tour to the ancient seaport of Alexandria where
we will see the Greco-Roman culture in Egypt. The second largest city in Egypt, Alexandria,
known as “The Pearl of the Mediterranean,” has an atmosphere that is more Mediterranean
than Middle Eastern; its ambience and cultural heritage distance it from the rest of the country.
First stop is the Fort at Quit Bay which will be followed with a visit to the ancient Catacombs
of Kom and Pompay’s Pillar. Before returning to Cairo we will relax with the breath-taking
views of the Montaza Palaces.
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G

od gives us the gift of God’s very self.
What more can one give to show one’s
love, to show one’s generosity? How do we
show our love and generosity as creatures
made in God’s likeness?

Apartment for Rent by Parishioner - It's on the
bottom floor of my house, single story, no
stairs, parking, full bath and kitchen one
bedroom with a living room for $900/
month, pets allowed...in New Milford by
the Elephants Trunk flea market. Contact
Emmy Erdman: emmyerdman@gmail.com, (203)482-6643

The
Rector’s
Forum

The Rector’s Forum meets every Sunday in the Guild
Room between services at 9:30 am. It is currently studying
Romans. The study of the Book of Romans has often proven
to be a life-changing exercise. Throughout the history of the
church, lives have been radically transformed through the
impact of Paul’s Epistle to the Romans.

The Rector’s
Forum will
resume on
January
14th
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COFFEE HOUR HOSTS
Dec 24th 9 am - Coffee available
Dec 31st 8 am & 10:30 am - Coffee available
Jan 7th 8 am - Lori O’Hara
10:30 am - Switzer’s
The Men’s

Contact Mary Allen at
203-775-6633 or
chamla@charter.net.

Bible Study
will
officially
resume on
January 8th.
However,
They will
meet on
Tuesdays
during the
12 Days of
Christmas.
Woman are
invited too!
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† Men's Bible Study: 1 & 2 Thessalonians.

P

aul's two letters to the Thessalonians contain some of the most important Bible
passages about the final days. These letters set forth the Christian view of history,
showing that history is not cyclical, but linear, and will come to a culmination consisting of
the parousia, or Second Coming of Christ, the
resurrection, the judgment and the kingdom.
Our current study has been packing them in, plus
a robust bunch of online followers. Join on
Monday and find out how we, too, are part of
God's great plan of salvation. We start promptly
at 7 pm and end just as promptly at 8.

M

ary’s openness to God’s
dream allows her to
respond with: “Here I am, the
servant of the Lord: Let it be
with me
according
to your
word.”
Could
you say
these
words?

Name Tags - Please be courteous
to your fellow parishioners, to
newcomers, visiting clergy and
guests by extending a warm welcome
to them and by
wearing your
name tag. And
remember to
wear them to
coffee hour as
well.

† This Sunday’s Readings
“The Holy Spirit Will Come Upon You”
2 Samuel 7:1-11, 16
n our Hebrew scriptures the enemies of David have been subdued and David turns his
thoughts to building a temple to the Lord. Through the prophet Nathan, God declares
to David that the construction of an earthly temple is not among the purposes for which God
has anointed David. God has chosen David from among the lowly, a mere shepherd boy, and
given him victory over his enemies. Now God will make of David a great house,
securing the hopes of the people Israel. David’s throne shall be established
Luke 1:26-38
forever, the prophet Nathan declares.
Psalm 89:1-4, 9-26
As the story of Jesus' life is
The Lord is praised for faithful love and mighty justice. As a Father, God
bookended with a special
promises to the anointed servant David an everlasting kingdom.
Romans 16: 25-27
embedding of the spiritual and the
In words that close his long letter to the community in Rome, Paul reminds
material (spiritual conception at
the new Christians of the mystery now disclosed to all nations, bringing them to
birth; spiritual body at resurrection),
faith and obedience. Although the secret had long been kept in silence, the
so too, just within each bookend, as
promise of the eternal God has been revealed and is made known through the
prophetic scriptures. Glory to God who enables disciples to stand firm in the
the first and last books on the shelf,
good news of Jesus!
are stories of total shame, violation
Luke 1: 26-38
and degradation (pregnancy
Our gospel relates the story of the visit to Mary by an angel: Gabriel tells her
that she is to bear Jesus, who will be called the Son of God. This happens
outside of wedlock; naked
during the sixth month of the pregnancy of Elizabeth, a kinswoman of Mary,
execution on a cross).
who will soon give birth to John the Baptist. Mary is assured of God’s favor
and that this is the work of the Holy Spirit in fulfillment of the prophecy to
David of an eternal kingdom. The narrative points to the transcendent origin of this child
born into history.

I

† Pick Up Your Copy Today!
Synthesis CE Study Guides for each weeks readings will
be available at the back of the church.

† Sermon Shorts

"A

Jubilee of freedom in Jesus Christ." To
replay all our sermons, audio and videos
follow this link for the Sunday Sermons. Check out
our Sermon Archives as well.
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† A New Evening Bible Study for Women
A new Evening Bible study for women is meeting in January.
The purpose of this class is to explore ways to read the Bible that work well in personal
quiet time with the Lord as well as in groups. This is for any woman who is yearning to
know God better and wants to apply God's living
Word to her life. The class will meet on four
Wednesdays starting Jan.10 at 7:30.
For more information contact Kathy Whipple at
kthyw49@gmail.com or 203-746-5982.

“G

lory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace
to those whom he favors.” Are we among the favored

ones? He has showered us with blessings too many to count and now at Christmas time, we remember the glorious gift of
his Son. In how many ways can we offer thanks and gratitude
for this awesome gift?

† Socks & Toiletries for the Homeless

A

s the temperature drops and the
seasons change remember homeless
people are on their feet all day, and the only
pair of socks they own are very likely to be
threadbare. Once again, this year we are
collecting socks and toiletries for the men’s
homeless shelter throughout the winter
months. Place donations in the bins in the
back of the church or Crocker Hall.

“M

y soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord; my spirit rejoices in God
my Savior.” If we truly believe these words, as Mary witnessed (she

did through the best and the worst), how are our love of God and response to
His commission to us
reflected in our daily
lives and interactions
with others - not just
as this “official”
season of giving, but
all year through?
18
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† Your Prayers Are Requested For…

t is such an intimate time when praying for the health and well being of others and
such a privilege. The people that we lift up to The Lord are part of our hearts for all
time. Please pray for…
.....Fr. George Hall, Brenda Darling, Jean Stauffer,
Lorraine Estok and other parishioners convalescing in
extended care facilities.
.....Calvary St. George’s, Bridgeport; St. Luke/St. Paul,
Bridgeport; St. John’s, Bridgeport.
.....Revival at St. Paul’s and the greater Danbury area.
.....Ministries to the homeless, for parishes that offer a
temporary or permanent shelter. For Chapel on the Green,
New Haven; Church by the Pond, Hartford: and all Ecclesia ministries.
For the ministry of the Midnight Runs.
.....Ginny Beck, Clayton Ferry, Gary Stein, Joe & Barbara Hock, Sue Balla, Rose
Barrett, Jim Megura, Jay Lawrence, Alex, Teresa Stacchiotti, Mary DeAnzeris,
Anthony, Paul Kovacs, Michele Sarver, Denise, Lee Rybos, Sandy Chaleski, Pam
Altemus, Stu Terrill, David Lindsay, Susan & Rhonda continued healing.
.....the people of France; the people of the Kingdom of Denmark; Diocese of Yewa (form.
Egbado) - (Lagos, Nigeria) The Rt Revd Michael Adebayo Oluwarohunbi; and our sister
and brother members of the Central Canada Baptist Conference.
.....Christians in the Middle East facing persecution at the hands of ISIS forces. Pray also
for radical Muslims throughout the world to come to know Jesus Christ.
.....Michael for protection from mortar attacks in Somalia with the UN peacekeeping
service.
…..St. Thomas, Bethel and the Bethel Community Food Pantry, which is the recipient of our
food basket collections for the month of December.
.....Samaritan Health Center, a partner ministry of the Jericho Partnership, which provides
excellent and compassionate pediatric care to children who lack health insurance. In
addition to quality medical care, it provides nutritional counseling, case management, and a
reading program to its patients.
.....a Birthday.
.....Cathy Schrull, healing, and peace and comfort during her treatments.
…..Bill Beattie, founder and chairman of the Jericho
Partnership, complete healing of Multiple Myeloma.

† This & That & Links

(Click on pictures or red links for more info)

Links We Like
Things That Make You Think
Back Issues of Sword Points

“Gaudette”
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Just For Fun !

(And Christian Fellowship)

†

It Takes An Editorial Board
Contributors to this Weeks
Sword Points:

M

ary Allen, Sue Balla, Chris Barrett,
Carol Ferro, Steve Hemming, Diane
Loring, Bill Loring, Lois Hunt, Susan Iverson,
Dori McManus, Beth
Miller, Nicole
O’Connors, Patrick
O’Connors, Mary
Perry, Ken Perry,
Kirsten Peterson,
Debbi Pomeroy, Joe
Shepley, Tara
Shepley, David Szen,
Ron Switzer, John
Tuthill, Don Winkley
and Gail Winkley.

Random Fact of the Week!
Did you know ... Christmas rites are held
in Bethlehem on three different dates?
December 25 is the traditional date by the
Roman Catholic and Protestant
denominations, but Greek, Coptic and
Syrian Orthodox
Christians celebrate
Christmas on
January 6 and
Armenian Orthodox
Christians on
January 19.
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