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† Join in Their Awe
“We have seen his star in the East and have come to worship Him."
(Matthew 2:2)

Dear Friends,

Epiphany means

“manifestation," or
“revealing," referring to the
great mystery of the ages
humanity has searched
for being made known,
the source of all life,
Christ Jesus.
As we begin another year,
take stock of our inner lives
and look ahead, let us ask
ourselves: where are we
looking? Are we looking for
God’s light, even the
slimmest rays at times,
determined that a divine plan
is being revealed through
each and every one of our
lives? Like the Magi, setting our
sights on the light of God’s glory as revealed to
us in Jesus makes us one with the God who sets
the stars in their courses and holds human destiny so
something not to be feared but rejoiced over.

gently, yet firmly, as

In this Epiphany Season, may the light of God’s glory lead us where we need to be, to the
love of the Savior and toward a message of hope. Let us join the Magi in their awe of what
the Lord God has done in Jesus Christ.
With all blessings this Epiphany,

† Risk & Trust

R

ising and breaking the water’s surface, Jesus sees a portal in the dome of heaven, a
gate through which love pours in the image of a dove. “You are my Son, the
Beloved; with you I am well pleased” (Mark 1:11). Going to the baptism of John, Jesus
walks to the place of human sin and the wages of sin. He is buried, raised, washed, and
revealed, for our sake and our seeing and the incitement of our faith. He is our brother. He
stands among those who hope their sins will be washed down the river. In truth, he, the
sinless one, is the washing river. We go to his font in the name of the Father, and of the
Son, and of the Holy Spirit, and we hear what he heard through the door of heaven. We are,
by adoption and grace, beloved sons and daughters of God. And he gives us “power to
become children of God” (John 1:12).
And power is what we need, the strength to go on living for Christ in the face of so much
care, anxiety, fear, and naked evil. We need forgiveness, but we also need patience. We
need maturity and forbearance. Your word is a lantern to my feet, a small light glowing in
pitch blackness, and the darkness does not overcome it. A light upon my path sweeps over a
formless void. We walk as yet by faith. Providence may unveil a vocation for the long
road, but the daily work will often
be difficult and confusing. “Did
you receive the Holy Spirit?” St.
Paul asked the saints in Ephesus
(Acts 19:2). Do I have the strength
for this moment? And what am I
to do? Is Christ with me, in me,
behind me, before me, beside me?
Will Christ win me as I step out on
water amid the storm? Am I doing
the right thing, am I being God’s
child, is my heart open to the
prompting of grace? As in the
Gospels, Jesus speaks often by his
silence. And we must go on in
faith.
God moves over a formless void, stirs the black deep, and says, “Let there be light.”
Light shines in the darkness, and yet darkness remains as night. A formless void, an abyss
of nonbeing, threatens and is held back by God’s creative word. Humans “have always
suspected that behind all creation lies the abyss of formlessness … that chaos signifies
simply the threat to everything created,” Gerhad Von Rad writes in his commentary on
Genesis. “For the cosmos stands permanently in need of this supporting Creator’s will.”
Faith is waiting for God’s Word to create life and purpose, moment by moment, over a vast
and empty canyon.
Faith will often feel vulnerable and dark, but not always. Faith can be sustained by
returning again and again to God’s great power given first in baptism. “As many as
received him, he gave power to become children of God” (John 1:12). “The voice of the
Lord is over the waters; the God of glory thunders, the Lord, over mighty waters” (Ps. 29:3).
The voice of the Lord is powerful, full of majesty, shakes the wilderness, causes the oaks to
whirl, strips the forest bare (Ps. 29:4-9). “May the Lord give strength to his people! May
the Lord bless his people with peace” (Ps. 29:11).
This is real strength and real grace and a real presence. “I have said this to you, so that
in me you may have peace. In the world you face persecution. But take courage; I have
conquered the world” (John 16:33). So, faith and hope become love and happiness, a quiet
trust that Christ is power at hand.
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† This Date on the Church Calendar
Saturday, January 6th

The Epiphany of Our Lord Jesus Christ

T

he name “Epiphany” is derived from a Greek word
meaning “manifestation” or “appearing.” Anglican
Prayer Books interpret the word with an alternative title,
“The Manifestation of Christ to the Gentiles.” The last
phrase, of course, is a reference to the story of the Wise Men
from the East.
A Christian observance on January 6 is found as early as the
end of the second century in Egypt. The feast combined
commemorations of the visit of the Magi, led by the star of Bethlehem; the Baptism of Jesus
in the waters of the River Jordan; and Jesus’ first recorded miracle, the changing of water
into wine at the marriage of Cana of Galilee - all thought of as manifestations of the
incarnate Lord.
The Epiphany is still the primary Feast of the Incarnation in Eastern Churches, and the
three-fold emphasis is still prominent. In the West, however, including Anglican Churches,
the story of the Wise Men has tended to overshadow the other two events. Modern
lectionary reform, reflected in the 1979 Prayer Book, has recovered the primitive trilogy, by
setting the event of the Baptism as the theme of the First Sunday after the Epiphany in all
three years, and by providing the story of the Miracle at Cana as the Gospel for the Second
Sunday after the Epiphany in Year C.

† This Week at St. Paul’s
Thu, Jan 4
Sat, Jan 6

Sun, Jan 7

-

7:30 pm

-

Music Night, Sanctuary

7:30 am
7:30 am
10:00 am
7:30 pm

-

Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Crocker Hall
“Theology at Theo’s”, Theo’s Diner, New Milford
PraiseMoves, Crocker Hall
Feast of the Epiphany Holy Communion

8:00 am
10:30 am
10:30 am
10:00 am
9:15 am
5:45 pm
7:00 pm
7:00 pm
10:00 am
7:00 pm
7:30 pm
7:30 pm
7:30 pm
7:30 pm
7:30 am
7:30 am
10:00 am
10:00 am

-

Traditional Holy Communion (LiveStream) (Facebook)
Sunday School
Contemporary Holy Communion (LiveStream) (Facebook)
Christian Caring Committee
Ladies Bible Study, Guild Room
Boot Camp, Crocker Hall
Communications Committee, Guild Room
Boy Scouts Troop #5, Crocker Hall
Holy Communion & Healing
Staff Meeting, Rector’s Office
Women’s Bible Study, Classroom
Vestry Meeting, Guild Room
Property Committee, Classroom
Music Night, Sanctuary
Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Crocker Hall
John 21:12 Group, Theo’s Diner, New Milford
Praise Moves, Crocker Hall
Jericho Food Pantry, Danbury

8:00 am
10:30 am
10:30 am

-

Traditional Holy Communion (LiveStream) (Facebook)
Sunday School
Contemporary Holy Communion (LiveStream) (Facebook)

-

Mon, Jan 8 Tue, Jan 9 -

Wed, Jan 10 -

Thu, Jan 11

-

Sat, Jan 13

-

Sun, Jan 14

-
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† A New Evening Bible Study for Women

A

new Evening Bible study for women is meeting in January.
The purpose of this class is to explore ways to read the Bible that work well in
personal quiet time with the Lord as well as in groups. This is for any woman who is
yearning to know God better and wants to apply God's
living Word to her life. The class will meet on four
Wednesdays starting Jan.10 at 7:30.
For more information contact Kathy Whipple at
kthyw49@gmail.com
or 203-746-5982.

† Happy Birthday to You!
Cathy Schrull, Heidi Piheiro &
Sophia Tilford celebrate today!
Friday is the big day for Kimberly
Stein. Bake a cake for Nick Janofsky
on Sunday. David Franklin will be
opening
presents on
Tuesday. Have
a blessed day
everyone!

Name Tags - Please be courteous to your fellow
parishioners, to newcomers, visiting clergy and
guests by extending a warm welcome to them and
by wearing your name tag. And remember to wear
them to coffee hour as well.

“I
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fully approve of you,” are the
words Jesus hears when he is
baptized. Do you think
that a faithful Christian
can expect to hear
similar words at some
point in their journey?

† Serving the Lord in the New Year
“I do not pray for these alone, but also for those who will believe in Me through
their word; that they may be one, as You, Father, are in Me, and I in You, that they
may also may be one in Us, that the world may believe that You sent Me. And the
glory which You gave Me I have given them, that they may be one just as We are
one: I in them, and You in Me, that they may be made perfect in one, and that the
world may know that You have sent Me, and have loved them as You have loved
Me. Father, I desire that they also whom You gave Me may be with Me where I
am, that they may behold My glory which You have given Me; for You loved Me
before the foundation of the world. O righteous Father! The world has not known
You, but I have known You, and these have known that You sent Me. And I have
declared to them Your name, and will declare it, that the love with which You loved
Me may be in them, and I in them.”

John 17:20-26

W

by Steve Hemming

henever we approach the beginning of a new year, it is common to develop
goals and resolutions for what we hope to accomplish in the next 365 days.
It’s easy to come up with a list of desires designed to improve ourselves or our
lot in life. But where does serving the Lord fit into our plans and aspirations? Shouldn’t He
be our highest priority? After all, Jesus Himself said, “But seek first the kingdom of God
and His righteousness, and all these things shall be added to you” (Matthew 6:33). We
would be well served to seek His face for what He would have us do each and every day in
2018. We need to be certain that our
goals are in alignment with His will,
rather than focusing on our own desires
which may lead us away from Him.
An excellent Bible passage that
summarizes God’s purpose for our lives
can be found in John 17:20-26, where
Jesus prays to the Father on our behalf.
Knowing that He is about to be
betrayed, wrongfully accused, beaten,
scourged and subsequently crucified,
Jesus pauses to pray for you and me,
before He willingly goes forth, and dies
for our sins:
“That they may be one” – Jesus
prays that we will become one with one
another, and also one with Him and the
Father. In this New Year, let us pray
consistently for unity within the body of
Christ. And may we actively love one another fervently with a pure heart (1 Peter 1:22), as
we pray for, encourage, and support each another as the Lord leads.
“That the world may believe that You sent Me” – We have come to believe in the
Lord through His word and the testimonies of others. And now Jesus calls us to go forth and
share the gospel with others; “And Jesus came and spoke to them, saying, “All authority has
been given to Me in heaven and on earth. Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations,
baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching
them to observe all things that I have commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, even
to the end of the age” (Matthew 28:19-20).
“That they may behold My glory” – Jesus gave us His glory. Our purpose in life is not
to draw attention to ourselves, but direct others to the Lord; “Let your light so shine before
men, that they may see your good works and glorify your Father in heaven” (Matthew 5:16).
And because we were purchased by Christ’s sacrifice for us, we are called to honor God and
glorify Him with our lives (1 Corinthians 6:20).
(Continued on page 6)
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(Continued from page 5)

Serving the Lord

“That the love which You loved Me may be in them, and I in them” – In order to be
effective in our service to Him, we must believe unequivocally that God loves us. If we
doubt God’s love for us, we will not be able to trust Him to lead and guide us. As you enter
the New Year, loose from yourself the
lies that God doesn’t love you, and bind
to your heart, mind, and soul, to the
truths of God’s unconditional love that
can be found all throughout His word.
Jesus tells us such truth in John 15:9,
“As the Father loved Me, I also have
loved you; abide in My love.” And
remember these immortal words of His
as well; “Greater love has no one than
this, than to lay down one’s life for His
friends” (John 5:13).
As we approach each new day in the
coming year, may we strive to fulfill the
desires of Jesus’ heart for us that He
prayed to our Father in heaven. Amen.

† Art in the Christian Tradition
“Baptism of Christ in the Jordan
River”

1999
Mariotto di Nardo di Cione (1388 1424)
Getty Museum

T

he son of a sculptor,
Mariotto di Nardo probably
learned the rudiments of sculpture
and painting from his father.
Realizing his talent for painting at a
young age, Mariotto soon established
himself as a painter of frescoes and
panel paintings and an illuminator of
manuscripts. He was in great
demand for public and private
commissions. Early in his career, he
became the principal artist for the cathedral
in his native Florence. Following suit, most of
the
important churches in Florence also
commissioned frescoes from him, and
religious orders commissioned him to paint
illuminated manuscripts.
Mariotto collaborated with one of the
most famous artists in Florence, the
sculptor Lorenzo Ghiberti, on an altarpiece
in the town of Pesaro. Following the
predominant Florentine style of his time,
Mariotto's altarpieces featured saints and
religious scenes set against flat, often gold
backgrounds.
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COFFEE HOUR HOSTS
Jan 7th 8 am - Lori O’Hara
10:30 am - Switzer’s
Jan 14th 8 am - Wanzer’s
10:30 am - Lally’s
Jan 21st
Annual Meeting between services
Contact Mary Allen at
203-775-6633 or
chamla@charter.net.

† Men's Bible Study: 1 & 2 Thessalonians.

P

aul's two letters to the Thessalonians contain some of the most important Bible
passages about the final days.
These letters set forth the Christian view of
history, showing that history is not
cyclical, but linear, and will come to a culmination
consisting of the parousia, or Second Coming of
Christ, the resurrection, the judgment and the kingdom.
Our current study has been packing them in, plus a robust
bunch of online followers. Join on Monday and find out how we, too, are part of
God's great plan of salvation. We start promptly at 7 pm and end just as promptly at 8.

T

† You Can Help

he second Saturday of each month a group from St.
Paul’s volunteers at the Jericho Food &
Clothing Pantry on Spring Street in Danbury.
Please consider signing up by emailing Laurie
DoBosh ldobosh@tcco.com. The pantry is also
looking for donations of reusable grocery bags
and plastic bags for the clients to put their food
in. We are also looking for coloring books and
crayons for the children who come with their
parents to the pantry (gently used is accepted) and
travel size toiletries you usually find at hotels are
also needed. Please place donations in Crocker
Hall bin marked Jericho (left hand brown bin).

T

he Ladies Tuesday AM Bible Study will be
studying The Gospel of Mark, starting January
9th, at 9:15 am in the Guild Room. In this, probably the
earliest of the four Gospels, Mark vigorously defends the
claim that Jesus was the true Messiah and that His own
people, the Jews, rejected Him because HE came not as
the glorious warrior-like they expected but as a suffering servant. The intensity of Mark's
writing and his enthusiasm for Christ's Gospel bring us a powerful message of salvation,
inspiration, and encouragement.
Please join us in study on Tuesdays from 9:15 -11 am. Please register by emailing,
Debbi Pomeroy at debbi415@aol.com. Workbooks are $10.
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† Transforming Stewardship
“…they fell down and worshipped him.
Then they opened their treasures and
offered him gifts of gold, frankincense,
and myrrh...” - Matthew 2:11

N

otice the order of events
in the Magi’s visit. First,
they knelt before Jesus and prayed
to Him. Then they presented Him
with their gifts. We, too, must take
time to pray before we present our
gifts to the Lord. We never know
what God may be asking us to
share!

The Exodus
Save the dates. This
spectacular Biblical pilgrimage
has many options. Fr. Joe
plans on joining for Egypt.
Check out the treasures of
Egypt or Walk in Jesus
Footsteps in the Holy Land.
Do part or all as your schedule
allows. Seeing is believing.

Day 5: Memphis, Sakkara, Joseph’s Storehouses - We enjoy a short ride to Memphis. Founded
around 3100 BC, Memphis is the legendary city of Menes, the King who united Upper and
Lower Egypt. From a Biblical perspective, Memphis is most likely where Abraham lied to
Pharaoh about his wife Sarah being his sister and where Joseph served as second in command.
While in Memphis we will view a very large and well preserved statue of Ramses II. Next is
Sakkara, which is one of the most extensive archaeological sites in Egypt! Sakkara is dominated
by the Step Pyramid of King Zoser, dating back t0 2700 BC. It is one of the oldest stone
structures in the world! We drive south to Faiyum, the region created by the divinely inspired
wisdom of Joseph. Here you will find ancient storehouses and a man-made lake created by a
canal, whose construction was ordered by Joseph. It was this lake that provided irrigation for a
desert land and supplied the food needed to survive his prophesized seven year famine.
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O

ur yearly Annual
Meeting will be held on
Sunday, January 21 in Crocker
Hall between the services.
There is a sign up sheet in the
back of the church asking for
donated food items for an
Extended Coffee Hour prior to
the meeting. Some suggestions
would be a hot egg or breakfast
dish, bagels with cream cheese, muffins, donuts, coffee cake, cut up fruit or any breakfast
item of your choice. Please sign up to ensure that this year's meeting will be a huge
success! Thanks all!
Contact: Mary Allen (203) 775-6633

The
Rector’s
Forum

The Rector’s Forum meets every Sunday in the Guild
Room between services at 9:30 am. It is currently studying
Romans. The study of the Book of Romans has often proven
to be a life-changing exercise. Throughout the history of the
church, lives have been radically transformed through the
impact of Paul’s Epistle to the Romans.

The Rector’s
Forum will
resume on
January
14th
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Holy Land Revisited

V

† Understanding Shabbat 

isitors to Israel quickly become aware of how important the Sabbath is to the
Jewish people. Shabbat means “rest” in Hebrew, and the closest we can get to an
understanding of it in secular America is our weekend. But even that falls
woefully short of the true meaning of the Sabbath in Israel.
It begins every Friday at sundown and lasts until Saturday sundown, which means the
first day of their workweek is Sunday. This “sacred weekend” is the holy day of the week
and a very big deal in Israel. You can expect all public offices and most businesses to be
closed, as well as most trains and buses, and some airlines like El Al. Why this dedication
to the Sabbath?
It all began in Genesis 2:3 when God set the example after His work of creation, “Then
God blessed the seventh day and made it holy, because on it He rested from all the work of
creating that he had done.” The significance of this hallowed time of rest was reiterated
again in the miracle of the manna that kept the Israelites alive in the wilderness for 40 years,
and in the fourth commandment of the Ten Commandments in Exodus 20:8-11:
“Remember the Sabbath day by keeping it holy. Six days you shall labor and do all your
work, but the seventh day is a sabbath to the Lord your God. On it you shall not do any
work, neither you, nor your son or daughter, nor your male or female servant, nor your
animals, nor any foreigner residing in your towns. For in six days the Lord made the
heavens and the earth, the sea, and all that is in them, but he rested on the seventh day.
Therefore the Lord blessed the Sabbath day and made it holy.”
In Exodus 16:22-26, God made a special allowance for the
Shabbat when He gave them a double portion of bread on the
sixth day, emphasizing that this mandatory Sabbath rest had a
much deeper significance tied to it:
“Now on the sixth day they gathered twice as much bread,
two omers for each one. When all the leaders of the
congregation came and told Moses, then he said to them,
‘This is what the Lord meant: Tomorrow is a sabbath
observance, a holy sabbath to the Lord. Bake what you will
bake and boil what you will boil, and all that is left over put
aside to be kept until morning.’ So they put it aside until
morning, as Moses had ordered, and it did not become foul
nor was there any worm in it. Moses said, ‘Eat it today, for
today is a sabbath to the Lord; today you will not find it in the
field. Six days you shall gather it, but on the seventh day, the
sabbath, there will be none.’”
Clearly, God wanted Israel to “remember the Sabbath day by keeping it holy,” and that is
precisely what they do every week in Israel. It’s quite remarkable and warrants our respect.
On Friday afternoon, some time after two o’clock, observant Jews leave their jobs to
begin final preparations at home for the Sabbath. Imagine you have important guests
coming over for dinner. That gives you an idea of all that is involved in Shabbat. They
clean everything, even themselves, putting on their very best clothes. They set out special
dishes as if hosting a party for a dignitary. Whatever is considered work must be done in
advance of sundown, even timers on lights need to be set and bulbs unscrewed, and any food
preparations completed.
Before sunset, candles are lit and Genesis 1:31-2:3 is read, followed by a blessing over a
(Continued on page 11)
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(Continued from page 10)

Understanding Shabbat

cup of wine (this is the Kiddush, which means sanctification). Then two loaves of bread (a
reminder of the double manna portion that fell from the sky every Friday for 40 years) mark
the beginning of the first elaborate meal; three special meals in all are enjoyed over the
weekend celebration.
The spirit of this adherence to the Law is meant to be for rest, prayerful meditations, and
the study of the Torah. Over the course of the year, ascribed portions of the Torah are read
each Sabbath, resulting in the eventual reading of all five books. Before chapters were
introduced, the five books of the Torah were read by these same weekly divisions.
The spine of what it not permitted on the Sabbath is contained in a list of 39 general
categories in the Melachot (melacha or “work,” as in the Genesis sense of creation or
dominion over things around you). These 39 prohibitions are based on rabbinical
understanding of what was commanded during the construction of the sanctuary (Exodus
31:13, 35:2-38:31).
If you are staying in a hotel during your trip you may notice that your meals are served
cold, and your elevators may even stop at each floor automatically, in order to avoid the
work involved in cooking or pressing buttons. This may seem extreme to an American
tourist, and not all Jews are this observant, but the country itself does come to a standstill in
many ways. Their devotion to the Law is impressive and worthy of our respect. As they say
in Israel, “More than the Jews have kept Shabbat, Shabbat has kept the Jews.”
• Isaiah 58:13; Nehemiah 13:17-18; Jeremiah 17:27; Ezekiel 44:24; Matthew 12:1-12;
Luke 4:16

† Transforming Saints of God

Thursday, January 4th
Elizabeth Seton
Founder of the American Sisters of Charity, 1821

E

lizabeth Ann Seton was the founder of Sisters of Charity, the first community of
sisters native to the United States. She was also a wife, a widow, a single mother, an
educator, a social activist and a spiritual leader.
Elizabeth Ann was born in New York in 1774. She endured a turbulent childhood and
suffered severe bouts of depression. She survived by immersing
herself in poetry, piano lessons, and devoted participation in the
Episcopal Church.
In 1795 she married William Seton. Samuel Provoost, the
first Episcopal Bishop of New York, presided. Three years later,
her father-in-law died leaving her husband with the responsibility
for a large family and a struggling family business and Elizabeth
with a large, inherited family to care for. In 1801 the business
failed and the Setons lost everything. Her husband showed the
symptoms of tuberculosis and in 1803, they set sail for Italy in the
hopes that the warm climate would cure his disease. The Italian
authorities fearing Yellow Fever quarantined them in a cold stone
hospital for the dying. William soon died and left Elizabeth Ann a young widow with five
children and few resources. While in Italy, she discovered Roman Catholicism.
Returning to New York, she encountered bitter opposition to her new religious leanings.
With five children to support, she felt alone and estranged. She turned to Roman Catholic
clergy for support and in 1805 she formally converted to Roman Catholicism.
In 1806, she met Father Louis Dubourg, S.S. who wanted to start a congregation of
women religious, patterned after the French Daughters of Charity. In 1809 Elizabeth Ann
took vows and became “Mother Seton” to a small community of seven women dedicated to
teaching. The sisters were given land in rural Maryland and in 1810 they opened St.
Joseph’s Free School to educate needy girls. The Sisters intertwined social ministry,
education and religious formation in all their varied works. Mother Seton dispatched sisters
to operate orphanages in Philadelphia and New York.
Elizabeth Ann Seton remained the Mother of the Sisters of Charity until her death on
January 4, 1821.
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H

erod commanded the Magi “to go and seek diligently for the
child…” As grateful disciples and faithful Christians, we need
also to search for Jesus, to listen to his teachings, to worship together as
a supporting community, and to carry out his mandate to love and serve
others in his name. May we always be led by the star of his generous
and eternal love!

† Annual Meeting On January 21st

N

otice is hereby given of the 234th Annual Parish Meeting of Saint Paul’s Church,
174 Whisconier Road, Brookfield, Connecticut, on Sunday, January 21st, 2018, in
Crocker Hall, at 9:00 am. The Rector will make appointments and elections will be held for
various Vestry positions. Nominations may be made from the floor at the meeting.
Communicant members of the parish over sixteen years of age are eligible to vote at the
Annual Parish Meeting.
There will be the traditional Holy Communion service at 8:00 am and the Family Holy
Communion Service at 10:30 am. Sunday School classes will be held at their normal time
at 10:30 am. There will be no 9:15 am Rector’s Forum.
Prior to the meeting we will have a parish brunch.
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† This Sunday’s Readings
Empowered by the Spirit
Genesis 1:1-5
n our opening lesson we read the beginning of the story of creation. God
sweeps like a wind over the chaos and formless void and begins to establish
order, bringing forth light and separating that light from darkness. This light
precedes the creation of the sun, moon, and stars and may be perceived as an initial
revelation of God’s character as this first step in creation is declared good.
Psalm 29
The majesty of God is described in the likeness of a thunderstorm: the Lord is
mighty over land and sea.
Acts 19:1-7
In our second reading the apostle Paul continues to travel through Asia Minor
carrying the good news of Jesus to Jew and Gentile alike. In Ephesus he encounters
a group of believers who had received only John’s baptism of repentance. Paul
baptizes them in the name of Jesus. He then lays his hands upon them and they are
filled with the Holy Spirit, speaking in tongues and prophesying as had others
among those who first came to faith. The number of believers was twelve, which
could reflect a connection with the original twelve disciples, the twelve tribes of
Israel, and the ongoing power of the Spirit of God evident in Paul’s ministry.
Mark 1:4-11
Our gospel is the story of the ministry of John the Baptist, and of Jesus’
baptism. John tells of the mightier one to come whose baptism will be with the
Holy Spirit. Jesus is then baptized and the Spirit is manifest. A voice from heaven
speaks to Jesus in words that echo ancient oracles concerning the king and the
calling of the Lord’s chosen servant.

I

Mark 1:4-11
We might understand the
baptism of Jesus as a
selfless aligning /
embodying of self with the
desires of God. Rather
than a functional baptism that is, being baptized so
that some function could
happen - the forgiveness
of sins - this is a revelatory
baptism - that is, enacting,
confirming and making
visibly real what is already
the case: You are my
Son, whom I love; with you
I am well pleased.

† Pick Up Your Copy Today!
Synthesis CE Study Guides for each weeks readings will
be available at the back of the church.

† Sermon Shorts

"W

hat does God do in the storm to
transform?" To replay all our sermons,
audio and videos follow this link for the Sunday
Sermons. Check out our Sermon Archives as well.
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† Your Prayers Are Requested For…

t is such an intimate time when praying for the health and well being of others and
such a privilege. The people that we lift up to The Lord are part of our hearts for all
time. Please pray for…
.....Fr. George Hall, Brenda Darling,
Jean Stauffer, Lorraine Estok and
other parishioners convalescing in
extended care facilities.
.....Grace Church, Broad Brook; St.
Paul’s, Brookfield; Trinity, Brooklyn.
.....Revival at St. Paul’s and the greater
Danbury area.
.....For all immigrants, refugees and the ministries that serve
them, especially IRIS - Integrated Refugee and Immigrant Services, New Haven.
.....Ginny Beck, Clayton Ferry, Gary Stein, Joe & Barbara Hock, Sue Balla, Rose
Barrett, Jim Megura, Jay Lawrence, Alex, Teresa Stacchiotti, Mary DeAnzeris,
Anthony, Paul Kovacs, Michele Sarver, Denise, Lee Rybos, Sandy Chaleski, Pam
Altemus, Stu Terrill, David Lindsay, Susan & Rhonda continued healing.
.....the people of Bulgaria; the people of the French Republic; Diocese of Accra - (Ghana,
West Africa) The Rt Revd Daniel Sylvanus Mensah Torto; and our sister and brother
members of the Bulgarian Greek Catholic Church.
.....Christians in the Middle East facing persecution at the hands of ISIS
forces. Pray also for radical Muslims throughout the world to come to know
Jesus Christ.
.....Michael for protection from mortar attacks in Somalia with the UN
peacekeeping service.
…..Faith Food Pantry, Newtown, which is the recipient of our food basket
collections for
the month of January.
.....All Nations Baptist Church, Danbury, a partner congregation of the
Jericho Partnership.
.....Peace.
.....Cathy Schrull, healing, and peace and comfort during her treatments.
.....Bill Beattie, founder and chairman of the Jericho Partnership, complete
healing of Multiple Myeloma.

† This & That & Links

(Click on pictures or red links for more info)

Links We Like
Things That Make You Think
Back Issues
of Sword
Points

Why was
Jesus in
Egypt?
It was not a
dream
vacation….
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Just For Fun !

(And Christian Fellowship)

Random Fact of the Week!
Did you know... that in the 1907 Tour
de France, some participants treated the
race as a pleasure ride, stopping for
lunch when they chose and spending the
night in the best hotels they could find?

†

It Takes An Editorial Board
Contributors to this Weeks
Sword Points:

M

ary Allen, Sue Balla, Chris Barrett,
Carol Ferro, Steve Hemming, Diane
Loring, Bill Loring, Lois Hunt, Susan Iverson,
Dori McManus, Beth
Miller, Nicole
O’Connors, Patrick
O’Connors, Mary
Perry, Ken Perry,
Kirsten Peterson,
Debbi Pomeroy, Joe
Shepley, Tara
Shepley, David Szen,
Ron Switzer, John
Tuthill, Don Winkley
and Gail Winkley.
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