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† The World Around Us Takes Notice
In the fear of the Lord there is strong confidence.

(Proverbs 14:26)

Dear Friends,

G

od-confidence, an inner state of spiritual strength of peace and joy,
allows us to engage all that awaits us each day with hope. For some,
the day ahead can seem overwhelming. For others, how we are to live may
appear unclear. That is why God has rolled out endless promises through
the Word, a light to enlighten our daily path (Psalm
119:105).
Walking strong in God's love each moment is the way
to live as followers of Christ, and the world around us
takes notice as we rely upon that inner compass
providing spiritual direction. We can act, as opposed
to react, to the day's events, pouring love into the lives
of others without measure because this strength comes
from God.
Just as Christ's purpose was to "bring us to God" (1 Peter
3:18), may we direct another today to the love of the Savior in thought,
word and deed.
Faithfully,

† Come and HEAR!
"Now Samuel did not yet know the LORD..."

- 1 Samuel 3:7 (ESV)

"O LORD, you have searched me and known me!"

- Psalm 139:1 (ESV)

"How do you know me?" Nathanael asked

T

- John 1:48 (NIV)
by John Tuthill

o "know" seems to be a running thread through each of the readings this Sunday.
In the first reading, it takes the Word of the Lord speaking THREE times to the
young boy Samuel, but hearing the Word does finally get through for him to
know that it is the Lord speaking. As the first reading says (1 Samuel 3:1-10), this was
because "the Word of the Lord had not yet been revealed to
him" (see vs. 3:7). Next, a powerful and much-loved Psalm
by King David (Psalm 139:1-5, 12-17) reveals just how fully
each person is known by God, our Creator. Finally and most
interestingly, in the first chapter of John's Gospel (vs. 1:4351) Philip finds his friend Nathanael and says to him, "We
have found Him about Whom Moses in the Law and also all
the prophets wrote about, Jesus, the son of Joseph from
Nazareth!" (vs. 45). Nathanael, far from believing, flatly
replies, "Can anything good come out of Nazareth?"
When Phillip says to
Nathanael, "Come and see." (vs. 46), this is extremely
perplexing (at least to me) because John's Gospel seems
to completely center on hearing the Word as the Way
(John 14:6) of knowing Jesus. Hearing the Word of God
seems so much over and above in John's gospel a seeingis-believing, even in regard to Jesus' miracles. Much
later in John 20:29, for example, Jesus says to Thomas,
"Because you have seen Me, you have believed; blessed
are those who have not see, and yet have believed."
Hearing rather than seeing also seems consistent with
Phillip's way of knowing Jesus - after all, it was the
words Jesus said to Phillip which drew him: "Follow
me." (John 1:43). The same Word of God which spoke
in Genesis saying, "Let there be light." (Genesis 1:3) is
the power of God. But Phillip saying "Come and see"
may reveal early-on how little Phillip understands at this
point about how much it is Jesus that is in control of
bringing people to a knowledge of Him. It does not seem
to be that an active seeking on their part is what makes knowing Jesus possible. Notice, as
perhaps another example of Phillip's early-on mis-perception about who is seeking after
whom: Phillip says, "We have found Him...", but the previous verse very plainly says that it
was quite the other way around; Jesus found Phillip (see vs. 43 "He found Phillip...").
Seeing may not be true believing in regard to knowing God. Elsewhere in Romans Paul
writes, "Faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the Word of God" (vs. 10:17). "For I am
not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation to everyone who believes,
to the Jew first and also to the Gentile" (Romans 1:6 NLT).
Thanks be to God!
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† This Week at St. Paul’s
Thu, Jan 11

-

Sat, Jan 13

-

Sun, Jan 14

-

Mon, Jan 15 Tue, Jan 16 Wed, Jan 17 Thu, Jan 18
Sat, Jan 20

-

Sun, Jan 21

-

7:30 pm - Property Committee, Classroom
7:30 pm - Music Night, Sanctuary
7:30 am - Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Crocker Hall
7:30 am - John 21:12 Group, Theo’s Diner, New Milford
10:00 am - Praise Moves, Crocker Hall
10:00 am - Jericho Food Pantry, Danbury
The Second Sunday after the Epiphany
8:00 am - Traditional Holy Communion (LiveStream) (Facebook)
9:30 am - Rector’s Forum, Guild Room
10:30 am - Sunday School
10:30 am - Contemporary Holy Communion (LiveStream) (Facebook)
2:00 pm - Youth Group, Skyzone
7:00 pm - Men’s Bible Study, Crocker Hall (LiveStream) (Facebook)
9:15 am - Ladies Bible Study, Guild Room
5:45 pm - Boot Camp, Crocker Hall
7:00 pm - Boy Scouts Troop #5, Crocker Hall
10:00 am - Holy Communion & Healing
7:30 pm - Women’s Bible Study, Classroom
Confession of St. Peter
7:30 pm - Music Night, Sanctuary
7:30 am - Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Crocker Hall
7:30 am - John 21:12 Group, Theo’s Diner, New Milford
10:00 am - PraiseMoves, Crocker Hall
The Third Sunday after the Epiphany
8:00 am - Traditional Holy Communion (LiveStream) (Facebook)
9:00 am - Annual Meeting, Crocker Hall
10:30 am - Sunday School
10:30 am - Contemporary Holy Communion (LiveStream) (Facebook)
3

† The General Ordination Exam
or How I Spent My New Year Holiday
My Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ,

I

was recently blessed by your prayers
and support as I took the General
Ordination Exam last week. The GOE is
administered to those seeking ordination to
the priesthood in The Episcopal Church.
The canons (the laws) of The Episcopal
Church require that those seeking
ordination to the priesthood undertake
a program of preparation that includes
six areas:
(1) The Holy Scriptures
(2) History of the Christian
Church
(3) Christian Theology
(4) Christian Ethics and Moral
Theology
(5) Christian Worship
(6) The Practice of Ministry in
contemporary society
The canons establish a General Board of
Examining Chaplains to administer the GOE
to assess proficiency in each of these.
When I first described the GOE to my
kids, they called it “the bar exam for
priests.” In some ways, it is similar to the
certification exams in areas such as
medicine, law, accounting and other
professions. Like these, it is both a difficult
test and an event, a kind of rite of passage.
It’s also a much more specialized process.
Every January, only about 200-250 lucky
people get to answer six carefully selected
essay questions on each of the above topics.
The questions typically ask the test taker to
relate some specific knowledge and then
apply it to a practical situation. The
questions are open resource, timed and
expected to be of a certain length and depth.
The questions change from year to year
and can be on just about anything. Given
the breadth of the material from which they

are drawn, there is really no way to “study”
for such an exam. The best preparation is to
follow a solid rule of life, including prayer,
discipline and self-care. Wild New Year’s
Eve parties are particularly not
recommended - I went to bed early that
night! Organizing my bookshelf and
seminary class materials by topic area was

also helpful, as it shook loose the cobwebs
of classes from several years ago. Kind of
like moving data from my brain’s hard drive
to RAM for those who speak computer
greek.
The examiners, including lay people,
priests and bishops, meet in conference to go
through a complex evaluation process. The
diocese also does its own evaluation. Those
entrusted with the servant ministry of a
priest are extended a sacred trust. It is an
awesome responsibility. The Church takes
great care to both prepare priests and assure
they are capable and fit. This ordination
process is the longest and most in depth job
interview I’ve ever had, as well it should be!
The GOE is but one part of that process.
Last week was challenging, educational,
occasionally fun, and, with your prayers and
God’s help, I came through. Thanks to all of
you and thanks to be to Christ!
Steve Nagy

What town were Philip, Andrew, and Simon (Peter) from?
a) Capernaum b) Bethsaida c) Galilee
John 1:44 NIV
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of him. Chapter 41 in verse 31 went on to
say: “He maketh the deep to boil like a pot: he
maketh the sea like a pot of ointment.”
The Leviathan was afraid of absolutely
nothing on this earth. The chapter concluded
by saying: “Upon earth there is not his like,
who is made without fear. He beholdeth all
high things: he is a king over all the children of
The Leviathan
pride.”
I think it is important to note that
Leviathan was associated in the Bible with
“pride.” In my opinion, the Leviathan
represents all things that terrify us and are too
have considered writing this much for us to handle, all things that are sure
essay on the Leviathan since this past October to destroy us, and all things that crush us and
paralyze us with inaction. These things vary
when we discussed this beast in the Old
from person to person but they can include
Testament book of Job (week 20) at the
disease, addictions, shame, enslavement and
Monday night men’s Bible study here at St.
abuse. Leviathan also represents everything we
Paul’s.
cannot bear to give up even if it is killing us.
The subject of the book of Job was a
It represents everything that holds us in
righteous and respected man named Job who
bondage, everything that separates us from
was put to extreme testing by God. In the
God such as sin, pride and idolatry; everything
process of painful and sorrowful testing, Job
that stands in the way of our salvation and
came to understand many truths about God
every insidious little thing that hurts our faith.
that he would never discovered without this
Further along in the Bible in Psalm
profound
chapter
74, verse 14 it tells us that God our
testing.
Savior
is
our hero: “Thou brakest the heads of
In
Chapter 41 leviathan in pieces, and gavest him to be meat
of the book to the people inhabiting the wilderness.” In
of Job, God verse 20 of the same chapter it goes on to say:
described the “Have respect unto the covenant: for the dark
Leviathan. places of the earth are full of the habitations of
cruelty.” From all this turmoil I believe that
This
God is our Savior over the monster. By
apparently
trusting in God in the person of Jesus Christ as
was a real
our personal Savior we can have victory over
and
all things that threaten to destroy us, whether
terrifying
creature. It these things are physical, emotional or
spiritual. Through trusting in the sacrifice of
was an
Jesus on the Cross we can be set free from all
enormous amphibious monster that God
described in Job as completely invulnerable to things that seek to destroy us; all things in the
any of man’s weapons of the time. No sword, “dark places” all the insidious things we ache
to be set freed from but we don’t have the
spear, battle-axe or arrow could harm
Leviathan. This beast breathed fire out of its power within ourselves. We should be
thankful to God for our Salvation through
mouth like a dragon. Leviathan was so
terrifying that even the bravest men would get Jesus Christ!
- Larry Creagh, Jan 9, 2018
sick to their stomachs in fear at the very sight

† Faith Journeys

I
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COFFEE HOUR HOSTS
Jan 14th 8 am - Wanzer’s
10:30 am - Lally’s
Jan 21st
Annual Meeting between services
Jan 28th 8 am - Heather Melody
10:30 am - Heidi Duckett
Contact Mary Allen at
203-775-6633 or
chamla@charter.net.

† Men's Bible Study: 1 & 2 Thessalonians.

P

aul's two letters to the Thessalonians contain some of the most important Bible
passages about the final days.
These letters set forth the Christian view of
history, showing that history is not
cyclical, but linear, and will come to a culmination
consisting of the parousia, or Second Coming of
Christ, the resurrection, the judgment and the kingdom.
Our current study has been packing them in, plus a robust
bunch of online followers. Join on Monday and find out how we, too, are part of
God's great plan of salvation. We start promptly at 7 pm and end just as promptly at 8.

T

† You Can Help

he second Saturday of each month a group from St.
Paul’s volunteers at the Jericho Food &
Clothing Pantry on Spring Street in Danbury.
Please consider signing up by emailing Laurie
DoBosh ldobosh@tcco.com. The pantry is also
looking for donations of reusable grocery bags
and plastic bags for the clients to put their food
in. We are also looking for coloring books and
crayons for the children who come with their
parents to the pantry (gently used is accepted) and
travel size toiletries you usually find at hotels are
also needed. Please place donations in Crocker
Hall bin marked Jericho (left hand brown bin).

T

he Ladies Tuesday AM Bible Study is studying
The Gospel of Mark, at 9:15 am in the Guild
Room. In this, probably the earliest of the four Gospels,
Mark vigorously defends the claim that Jesus was the
true Messiah and that His own people, the Jews, rejected
Him because HE came not as the glorious warrior-like
they expected but as a suffering servant. The intensity of Mark's writing and his enthusiasm
for Christ's Gospel bring us a powerful message of salvation, inspiration, and
encouragement.
Please join us in study on Tuesdays from 9:15 -11 am. Please register by emailing,
Debbi Pomeroy at debbi415@aol.com. Workbooks are $10.
7
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† Never Surrender!
“What then shall we say to these things? If God is for us, who can be against us? ”

Romans 8:31

R

by Steve Hemming

ecently,* I had the pleasure of seeing the movie “Darkest Hour,” which depicted
the crucial days after Winston Churchill became Prime Minister of Great
Britain. Churchill faced what appeared to be an insurmountable array of
challenges as he attempted to rally a nation on the verge of war with Nazi Germany. As he
addressed Parliament on June 4th, 1940, Churchill gave his famous "We Shall Fight on the
Beaches" speech (click-on title to listen), where he boldly proclaimed the legendary words,
“We shall never surrender.”
As a result of witnessing Churchill’s fortitude and resolve to stand fast against Adolph
Hitler, I was greatly encouraged in my walk of faith. Whereas Great Britain had their Prime
Minister to lead them against their formidable adversary, we have
Almighty God on our side as we face an enemy whose
mission is to steal, kill, and destroy.
Whenever we engage in spiritual warfare with the
devil, we can be confident that through God, we will
push down our enemies, and in His name we will
trample those who rise up against us (Psalm 44:5). As
we rely on the Lord and apply His word each and
every time we encounter our demonic foe, we will
never consider surrender as an option, for we know
that God will always lead us in triumph (2 Corinthians
2:14).
The next time the enemy comes against us, let us
avail ourselves to these truths from the word of God:
 No weapon against us will prosper – “No weapon
formed against you shall prosper, and every tongue
which rises against you in judgment you shall condemn. This is the heritage of the
servants of the Lord, and their righteousness is from Me,” says the Lord.” Isaiah 54:17
 We have authority over the enemy – “Behold, I give you the authority to trample on
serpents and scorpions, and over all the power of the enemy, and nothing shall by any
means hurt you.” Luke 10:19
 We are more than conquerors – “Yet in all these things we are more than conquerors
through Him who loved us.” Romans 8:37
 We have mighty weapons – “For though we walk in the flesh, we do not war
according to the flesh. For the weapons of our warfare are not carnal but mighty in God
for pulling down strongholds, casting down arguments and every high thing that exalts
itself against the knowledge of God, bringing every thought into captivity to the
obedience of Christ.” 2 Corinthians 10:3-5
 The armor of God will protect us – “Put on the whole armor of God, that you may be
able to stand against the wiles of the devil.” Ephesians 6:11 (see verses 10-18)
 Our Lord Jesus defeated Satan – “Having disarmed principalities and powers, He
made a public spectacle of them, triumphing over them in it.” Colossians 2:15
 The enemy will flee when we resist him – “Therefore submit to God. Resist the
devil and he will flee from you.” James 4:7
 We will be sober-minded and alert – “Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary
the devil walks about like a roaring lion, seeking whom he may devour. Resist him,
steadfast in the faith, knowing that the same sufferings are experienced by your
brotherhood in the world.” 1 Peter 5:8-9
 God in us is greater than any enemy – “You are of God, little children, and have
overcome them, because He who is in you is greater than he who is in the world.” 1
John 4:4

We will overcome – “And they overcame him by the blood of the Lamb and by the

* - As part of our
12 Days of
Christmas
celebration a
group of
parishioners saw
this movie last
week as well.

(Continued on page 10)

9

Never Surrender!

(Continued from page 9)

word of their testimony, and they did not love their lives to the death.” Revelation 12:11
As we know from
history, with the help of its
allies, Great Britain
defeated Hitler’s Germany.
And, we read from God’s
word, which is the
preeminent truth, that our
Lord Jesus Christ overcame
Satan and gave us the
victory!

“But thanks be to
God, who gives us the
victory through our
Lord Jesus Christ.”
1 Corinthians 15:57

† Art in the Christian Tradition

“Samuel Relating to Eli the Judgments of God upon Eli's House”
1780
John Singleton Copley, (1738-1815)
Wadsworth Atheneum, Hartford

J

ohn Singleton Copley was an
American painter, active in both
colonial America and England. He was
probably born in Boston, Massachusetts
and is famous for his portrait paintings
of wealthy and influential figures in
colonial New England, depicting in
particular middle-class subjects. His
portraits were innovative in their
tendency to depict artifacts relating to
these individuals' lives. His picture of
Paul Revere holding a silver teapot is
probably his most familiar.
Later in his life, while in Europe,
Copley painted several religious works.
This double portrait shows Eli sitting
with one foot on a footstool, with a
table on the left, turning his head
looking saddened and afraid towards a
small boy who stands on the right
beside him, one hand on his knee,
gesturing to heaven.
'And the LORD called Samuel again
the third time. And he arose and went to
Eli, and said, Here am I; for thou didst
call me. And Eli perceived that the
LORD had called the child.
What if when we were children we
were taught how to listen in prayer, not
just to "say our prayers"?
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† Vestry Meeting
December 13th
Opening: The meeting was opened with
prayer at 7:36 pm by Mary Perry. Susan
Champagne led a Bible study on faith. She
felt that if she just told herself that she had
faith, she would have it. After she came to
St. Paul’s she went to a Bible study on
Proverbs 3:5-6, “Trust in the Lord with all
your heart…” and on Philippians 4:4-6, “Be
anxious for nothing…” The Holy Spirit
placed these words in her heart and she knew
that she now truly had faith. Ron Switzer
gave his testimony on the progression of
faith in his life. He was raised in the
Episcopal church where he was given a
strong foundation. He went through a
dormant stage in college and after, did not
connect to a church although he visited a few
times. After his Grandmother’s funeral he
knew he wanted faith to be a bigger part of
his life and joined St. James in Danbury. He
married a Roman Catholic and alternated
between churches every week. When his son
was nine he suffered a skull fracture and
Ron’s faith was very important during his
son’s rehabilitation. Eleven years ago Ron
lost his twin brother to cancer and faith again
brought him through. He went through a
time of reconnection and renewal and began
to come to St. Paul’s where he went to Alpha
and began attending Bible studies, and the
journey goes on! The November minutes
were approved as circulated.

Treasurer’s Report: We will need
$17,000 income in December to break even
for the year. We repaid the loan to ourselves
from the Capital account which now has a
$12,500 balance. 97% of the building fund
pledges have been paid. The Mission
Budget for 2017 is all paid up .

Committee Reports:
The IT Committee will
do a presentation to the
Vestry on hardware and
software needs of the Parish
next month. Written reports were submitted
from Dave Allen for Property, George
Stowell on Policy Handbook and Ron
Switzer for Communications Committee.
Rector’s Report: The Sunday morning
service with pageant and Sunday evening of
Lessons and Carols were wonderful
blessings. We will have six Bible studies at
St. Paul’s with a new one starting in January.
Peter Scalzo will be preaching at both
services on December 31, 2017 about his
faith journey fighting cancer. Dr. Greg Beal
will do a teaching weekend in the spring of
2018. Fr. Shepley is excited about what God
will do in St. Paul’s in 2018. The
Wednesday service is well attended, please
encourage people to attend as an addition or
alternative to Sunday services.
Old Business: Policies and Procedures 1.0
is complete. It is a living document and
George Stowell is working on Policies and
Procedures 2.0, which will be reviewed by
an attorney.
New Business: : Salaries were reviewed by
the Vestry and an increase of 2.5% was
approved for all employees.
The Mission Budget for 2018
was presented and approved
by the Vestry. Reports for
the annual meeting are due in
the office on January 8. The
annual meeting will be held
on January 21, 2018.
Closing: The meeting was closed with
prayer at 9:03 pm by Mary Perry.
Respectfully submitted,
Lois Hunt, Clerk of the Vestry

Did you know ….. that Jesus talks about social
media in this Sunday's gospel? Check out John
1:43 - The next day Jesus decided to go to Galilee.

He found Philip & said to him, "Follow me."
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† Evening Bible Study for Women

A

new Evening Bible study for women has begun. The purpose of this class is to
explore ways to read the Bible that work well in personal quiet time with the Lord
as well as in groups. This is for any woman who is yearning to know God better and wants
to apply God's living Word to her life. The class will
meet on Wednesdays in January at 7:30.
For more information contact Kathy Whipple at
kthyw49@gmail.com
or 203-746-5982.

† Happy Birthday to You!
Brendan Connors & David
Chadwick celebrate today! Bake a
cake for Nathaniel
Hill & Selma
Lindsay on Sunday.
Wednesday is the
big day for George
Franklin. Have a
blessed day
everyone!

Name Tags - Please be courteous to your fellow
parishioners, to newcomers, visiting clergy and
guests by extending a warm welcome to them and
by wearing your name tag. And remember to wear
them to coffee hour as well.

“C

ome and see, says Philip to Nathanael.
As those who have experienced
something Jesus, how do we ‘take care’ by
sharing and spreading the word of our
experience?
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† Comfort Dog Ministry

O

ur St. Paul’s Mission Committee is this year
supporting the LCC K-9 Comfort Dogs Addie
and Leah, whose Home Church is Immanuel Lutheran
Church in Danbury.
I have had the privilege of serving on the team for
the past two years, starting as a ministry helper, spiritual
and prayer support, then a handler and scheduler…. now
a Top Dog (one of two Team Leaders).
So, what is a Comfort Dog?
LCC K-9 Comfort Dogs are working animals,
trained to interact with people of all ages and
circumstances who are suffering and in need. The dogs
participate in scheduled and special events. Dogs are permanently placed with churches,
schools and other ministries involved in Christian human care by LCC. Permanent
placement includes full training for handlers and caregivers along with ongoing support,
coaching and training. LCC K-9 Comfort Dogs live in the homes of assigned caregivers.
The LCC K-9 Comfort Dogs serve every day in the community in which they are placed
and are dispatched in times of disaster and crisis to bring comfort to all those affected,
including first responders and the volunteers who serve them.
LCC K-9 Comfort Dogs were in New York and New Jersey visiting victims of
Superstorm Sandy, and in Connecticut after the tragedy
at Sandy Hook Elementary School. They have since
deployed to Orlando, Las Vegas, and to the Houston and
Florida Hurricanes-affected areas.
Lutheran Church Charities currently has over 130
LCC K-9 Comfort Dogs serving in more than 20 states.
LCC operates two training facilities in Illinois and
Nebraska.
What do they do?
Launched in August 2008, the Lutheran Church
Charities K-9 Comfort Dog Ministry is a national human
-care ministry embracing the unique, calming nature and
skills of purebred Golden Retrievers. The LCC K-9 Comfort Dogs and handlers, LCC Kare
9 Military Ministry Dogs and veteran handlers, and LCC K-9 Police Ministry Dogs and law
enforcement officer handlers are a bridge for compassionate ministry, opening doors for
conversation about faith and creating opportunities to share the Mercy, Compassion,
Presence and Proclamation of Jesus Christ.
Where do Addie and Leah Go?
Bethel Health Care
Arms Acres
The Brookfield Schools
The Newtown Schools
The Danbury Schools
Laurel Ridge Health Care
Hospice
Crisis Response in Northern Westchester/Putnam
Crisis Response in Western Connecticut
The Danbury Police Department/Children and Family
Aid
Danbury and New Milford Veterans Groups
Shut ins
Club Comfort Events in Sandy Hook/Newtown,
Danbury, Ridgefield , Westchester
On behalf of the entire Team Addie and Leah, thank you so much for you kind support…
may God be glorified in all we do for Him!
Submitted by Mary Perry, Top Dog – Team Addie and Leah
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† Pride

2

017 is gone and now we are in 2018. Who would have thought that we who are in
our senior years would see this date? For me personally, I would like to know how I
got to be 65? The Episcopal Church in Connecticut, “Ministry on Aging” will be
celebrating 50-year Anniversaries again in June at Christ Church in Hartford.
I thought we would go in a different
direction for a few weeks and do some inner
work on our spiritual body. During Lent we
are to look inwards to see what needs
purging. But how can we do this when we do
not know what to look for? In the Divine
Comedy they list seven sins that can be
deadly to the sole and spirit. So, let’s do
some sole searching over the next seven
weeks in the Sword of the Spirit.
Pride, this can go two ways; we can be
prideful over our families i.e. children and
grandchildren. We can have pride over our
heritage, helping others, being a servant, etc. But there is the kind of pride that is puffed up,
inclusive, down right bad. When we come across a person who has the personality that
bully’s people, we can see them calling people names in their minds or see them verbally
putting people down. This kind of person can make them feel less human. This is where
teens and adolescence commit suicide and even some elderly; when their family constantly
puts them down because they can’t hold their water, have a body odor, have dementia, they
cannot eat regular food because of having dysphagia. There is a common belief that Satan
became prideful because he wanted to be higher than God.
So, look inside of yourself and see where you fit in this scenario and do some sole
searching. If you need any Bible verses you will find them in: Numbers Ch.22-29; Judges
8:1-3, 15:14-17; 1 Samuel 13:3-8; Nehemiah 3:5; 2 Samuel 17:11; Esther 3:5-6; 1
Chronicles 21:1; Job 29:7; 2 Kings Ch 5-12; Psalms 10:11; 2 Chronicles 26:16; Proverbs
2:16-17, 13:10; Matthew 4:1; John 1:27, 7:51; John 11:45-53; Mark 9:34; Romans 15:17;
Luke 1:48, 9:49-50, 18:11-14; 2 Corinthians 2:11, 7:11; Ephesians 2:11-13.
Abba Father, I pray for all seniors reading this that they will look inside of their spirit to
see what You need to purge out. I do know that You look on the heart and not on the
outside of the person, so I ask that You help them realize how to remove false pride. In
Jesus Name Amen
Susan Balla BSNAC
Ministry on Aging, Episcopal Church in CT.

† Where We Went to Church
Last Sunday
Selma and David
Lindsay closed out 2017 in
Washington, D.C.,
attending church at the
Washington National
Cathedral. Thanks for
sharing some pictures with
us.
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“...you have searched me out and known me…” To
grow as grateful stewards, we need to really, in our hearts
(not just in our words), trust that God indeed has a plan
for us - and to spend serious time attempting to discern
just what that plan is. When the heart is converted,
being a good steward becomes a joy and not a duty.
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Episcopal Church-wide Lenten Book Club:
The Good Book Club (#GoodBookClub) is an invitation to all Episcopalians to join in reading the
Gospel of Luke and the Book of Acts during Lent - Easter 2018.
Episcopalians will start reading Luke on Sunday, February 11 and
read a section of Luke’s Gospel every day through the season of Lent.
The entire season of Easter will be devoted to daily readings from the
Book of Acts.
Resources also will be available in Spanish at ClubBiblico.org.
Check ECCT Social Media accounts throughout Lent and Easter for
daily readings and reflections.

The Exodus
Save the dates. This
spectacular Biblical pilgrimage
has many options. Fr. Joe
plans on joining for Egypt.
Check out the treasures of
Egypt or Walk in Jesus
Footsteps in the Holy Land.
Do part or all as your schedule
allows. Seeing is believing.

Day 6: Transfer to Aswan - This morning after breakfast we transfer to the airport for our flight
to the modern city of Aswan. Upon arrival we take time to visit the High Dam, built from 1960
- 71 and is a major factor in Egypt’s agricultural success. We then spend time at Philae Temple
on the Isi-Island. This complex was moved from up river due to the impending destruction
upon completion of the High Dam. An optional visit is available to Abu Simbel, also known as
the “Nubian Monuments.” Our Egyptologist guide discusses the relevance of this spectacular
site from the perspective of the long history of Egypt. Here we will visit the massive temple of
Pharaoh Rameses II, perhaps the greatest builder of temples in ancient Egypt (13th century BC).
For those who do not participate on the Abu Simbel trip, free time is available in Aswan
followed by a Felucca ride around the Agh Khan Mausoleum. Late this afternoon we embark
on our cruise ship and head south to Kom Umbo. We have dinner and overnight on board.
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ur yearly Annual
Meeting will be held on
Sunday, January 21 in Crocker
Hall between the services.
There is a sign up sheet in the
back of the church asking for
donated food items for an
Extended Coffee Hour prior to
the meeting. Some suggestions
would be a hot egg or breakfast
dish, bagels with cream cheese, muffins, donuts, coffee cake, cut up fruit or any breakfast
item of your choice. Please sign up to ensure that this year's meeting will be a huge
success! Thanks all!
Contact: Mary Allen (203) 775-6633

The
Rector’s
Forum

The Rector’s Forum meets every Sunday in the Guild
Room between services at 9:30 am. It is currently studying
Romans. The study of the Book of Romans has often proven
to be a life-changing exercise. Throughout the history of the
church, lives have been radically transformed through the
impact of Paul’s Epistle to the Romans.

The Rector’s
Forum will
resume this
Sunday,
January
14th
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Holy Land Revisited

M

† The Great Diaspora 

ost of the 4 million Jews living in the first century resided within travel
distance of Jerusalem and the Temple. Those in nearby Syria, Babylon, Egypt,
Greece, or Asia Minor tried to make the trek to Jerusalem, especially for their
three most important festivals. For those living in Judea, it was much easier, perhaps a day
or two long journey. All of this changed dramatically in 70 AD when Titus, after crushing
the great Revolt of 66 AD, destroyed Jerusalem and the Temple. Israel was left in ruins, and
the Jews scattered.
Josephus was there to witness the devastation firsthand. He recorded that the Romans
killed over 1 million Jews; the vast majority of survivors fled Israel or were driven out. It
would seem Israel had lived a repeated nightmare from 586 B C, when Babylon did the
same thing to them, and on the very same day! Their
beloved Temple was gone again.
Eventually, many Jews returned to Israel.
Jerusalem was beginning to grow again under
Hadrian’s apparent benevolence in 118 AD. Things
appeared brighter, despite Rome’s heavy boot on their
neck, and her secular influences from the Hellenists on
Judaism. In 132 AD, Hellenistic bigotry became too
much, though, and the Jews rose up against it when
Hadrian’s decrees became unbearable (failing to
rebuild Jerusalem as he’d promised them, building a
Roman temple on the Temple Mount instead, and
outlawing circumcision). The revolt was led by
Simon bar Kokhba.
Initially, the Bar Kokhba Revolt had some success,
until Hadrian had enough with the rebellious Jews.
He completely crushed the Jewish revolt by 135 AD,
sending 10 Roman Legions (only four Legions put down the Revolt in 66 AD) and literally
leveling Jerusalem. According to Josephus, “Jerusalem…was so thoroughly laid even with
the ground by those that dug it up to the foundation, that there was left nothing to make
those that came thither believe it had ever been inhabited.”
In place of Jerusalem, Hadrian built a Roman city devoid of Christian and Jewish sites,
having had enough trouble from these pagan beliefs that had caused so much sedition. He
named it Aelia Capitolina after his family name (Aelias) and the triad of Roman gods
(Jupiter, Juno, and Minerva), and even renamed the country after the ultimate foe of Israel,
the Latin form of Philistines–Syria Palistinia. Jews were banished from Jerusalem except
for once a year, on the anniversary of the Temple’s destruction (Tisha B’Av), and could not
live within 10 miles of the city. Hadrian wanted to abolish the Jews, their country, and their
religion.
Cassius reported over 580,000 Jews were killed in the revolt and the remainder sent off
in slavery to work the Roman mines, or worse. Jewish slaves were so plentiful that they
were only worth one day’s supply of hay for a horse. The country and cities were desolate,
much worse than the previous revolt’s aftermath in 70 AD. This began the Great Diaspora
(Greek for dispersion) that scattered the Jews across the globe. Hadrian had apparently
succeeded in eradicating his Jewish problem.
Some would argue the Dispersion began much earlier, in 722 B.C. when the Assyrians
(Continued on page 19)
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(Continued from page 18)

The Great Diaspora

invaded and took prisoners, or 586 BC with the Babylonian captivity that also destroyed the
Temple the first time, or those who fled en masse to Egypt. By 600 BC, there were three
large Jewish communities in these three countries and Judea, but most believe
the Great Dispersion began with Hadrian’s oppression in 136 AD. For
2,000 years the Jews wandered the earth without a home. In many
places they were relegated to the fringes of society and persecuted
mercilessly in the Inquisition, Russia’s pogroms, and then later
Hitler’s Europe.
That all changed in 1948, when Israel became a state again with less
than one million Jews in country. Today, there are over 8 million
Jewish citizens in Israel. There is some debate over when the Great
Diaspora began, but all agree on its official end - May 14, 1948.
The most significant event in Israel’s storied history was the miracle of
the Passover and their freedom from bondage, as Jeremiah 16:14-15
says. But he adds that this final return from the Diaspora will overshadow that Egyptian
milestone:
“Therefore behold, days are coming,” declares the Lord, “when it will no longer be said,
‘As the Lord lives, who brought up the sons of Israel out of the land of Egypt,’ but, ‘As the
Lord lives, who brought up the sons of Israel from the land of the north and from all the
countries where He had banished them.’ For I will restore them to their own land which I
gave to their fathers.”

† Transforming Saints of God

Thursday, January 4th
Mary Slessor
Scottish Presbyterian Missionary to West Africa, 1915

M

ary Slessor had a difficult youth. Slessor, born at Aberdeen,
Scotland, on December 2, 1848, was the second of five children–two
sons and three daughters–of Robert and Mary Slessor. The family was
impoverished. Robert, a shoemaker then a mill worker, was an alcoholic and
an abusive husband. Mary, the mother, was a weaver and a mill worker. Our
saint started working at a mill half-time at the age of 11 years. At the time she
also attended school at that mill. Three years later, after her father and two
brothers had died, she started working ten hours a day.
From an early age Slessor had a fascination with missionaries. In 1875,
upon learning of the death of David Livingstone (1813-1873), she decided to
become a missionary. She applied to the United Presbyterian Church’s Foreign
Missionary Board, which accepted her. Aged 28, Mary sailed for West Africa
on August 5, 1876.
For many years headquartered at Calabar, on the coast, She saved the lives
of many people. Mary helped to end the practice of testing innocence or guilt
by forcing the accused person to drink poison. Also, local superstition held that
a mother of twins had sinned grievously, and that one of the twins was an evil
spirit. The practice of abandoning newborn twins in the wilderness horrified
Slessor, who saved many of them and adopted some of them.
Slessor respected the people among whom she worked, gaining their
confidence and respect. She lived in a hut, not in the missionary compound, and devoted
herself to addressing practical needs. She helped to found a vocational school, the Hope
Waddell Training Institute. In 1888 Slessor relocated her base of operations to the village of
Oloyong, where locals had killed the previous male missionaries. She survived and won
respect, however, becoming the “White Queen of Oloyong,” settling disputes among people
there.
Slessor did not invent culturally friendly mission work, but she did bring much attention
to it. She did, however, pioneer addressing practical needs as a technique in foreign
missions. This has now become a common strategy.
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† The Season of Epiphany

P

erhaps the most persistent of human dreams is that we are not alone in the universe.
We hope that life and what happens to us are not all an accident to which the rest of
the universe is indifferent. In modern dress, responses to this yearning sometimes take the
form of stories about visitors from outer space or the sighting of unidentified flying objects.
In every age, versions of astrology have offered the comfort that there is some design. By
sign and story the readings of the Epiphany season tell of God’s way of salvation and its
outreach beyond Judaism to all peoples. Light and revelation transform darkness, fear, and
uncertainty.
Christians are called to respond by proclaiming “the boundless riches of
Christ” (Ephesians 3:8) and by becoming missionaries of this message of light. But their
first response is more simply awe, joy, and the
worshipful bringing of gifts along with the
Magi.
As with gladness men of old
did the guiding star behold;…
As they offered gifts more rare
at that manager rude and bare;
so may we with holy joy,
pure and free from sin’s alloy,
all our costliest treasures bring,
Christ! To thee, our heavenly King.
(The Hymnal 1982, Hymn 119)

The readings of the Epiphany season
emphasize what God has done in and through
Jesus. The star shines and we rejoice in stories of his nativity and baptism. He is God’s
beloved and chosen one to bring the forgiveness of sins and “light to the Gentiles.” We hear
stories of his teaching, miracles, and acts of healing. As the prophets foretold, we learn who
he is, and we come at the end of the season of Epiphany (that means literally “shining
upon”) to glimpse his transfiguration in glory. He is “the light of the world” (John 9:5) who
causes the heart to “thrill and rejoice” (Isaiah 60:5) and brings “Exceeding great
joy” (Matthew 2:10), and new “boldness and confidence” (Ephesians 3:12) in the
relationship with God and all creation.
- Frederick Borsch

† Socks & Toiletries for the Homeless

A

s the temperature drops and the seasons change remember
homeless people are on their feet all day, and the only
pair of socks they own are very likely to be threadbare. Once
again, this year we are collecting socks and toiletries for the men’s
homeless shelter throughout the winter months. Place donations in
the bins in the back of the church or Crocker Hall.
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† Transforming Stewardship
“Jesus turned and saw them following him and said to them, ‘What are you looking for?’”
– John 1:38
hat are you looking for? Are you wasting
your time looking for the material comforts
of the world? Or, is your heart longing for
something deeper that can only be found by spending
time with God? Take time, each day, in silence and
ask the Lord what it is that He wants you to do.

W
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† This Sunday’s Readings
“Come and See”
1 Samuel 3:1-20
n our opening lesson we hear how Samuel learns that the Lord is calling
John 1:43-51
him to make him God’s prophet. Three times the boy Samuel
misunderstands and thinks that it is his mentor Eli summoning him during
The keys in
the night. Finally Eli realizes it must be the Lord, and tells Samuel to be ready.
understanding this
In the morning Samuel informs Eli of the punishment that is about to come
upon his house. As Samuel grows, all Israel recognizes that he has been chosen
passage are: on the one
by God to prophecy to the people.
hand, to NOT treat it as
Psalm 139:1-5, 12-17
simply a story of how
With marvelous wisdom God alone perceives the heights and depths of life.
Nathaniel met Jesus; nor,
1 Corinthians 6:12-20
on the other hand, to get
In this lesson Paul is required to criticize a misguided understanding of
Christian freedom that has been adopted by some of the Corinthians. “All
all mystical and obscure.
things are permitted me,” is what some are saying, and evidently then
John wants us to SEE
interpreting their freedom in Christ to mean that they are so “spiritual” they
Jesus, to COME to him,
can join with a prostitute without doing any harm. But our bodies, Paul
and thereby to receive
contends, like all the rest of us, have now been dedicated to Christ. They are
LIFE in its abundance.
temples of the Holy Spirit through which we may glorify God.
John 1:43-51
Our gospel is the story of Philip and Nathaniel becoming disciples of Jesus.
Nathaniel first doubts that the one whom Moses foretold could come from the
virtually unknown town of Nazareth. But Jesus astounds Nathaniel by telling him
what normal sight could not have disclosed. He then promises Nathaniel that he will
have his own
still greater
vision, a
heavenly
revelation of
the Son of Man
as an
intermediary
between heaven
and earth.
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† Pick Up Your Copy Today!
Synthesis CE Study Guides for each weeks readings will
be available at the back of the church.

† Sermon Shorts

"I

t’s a new beginning." To replay all our
sermons, audio and videos follow this link for
the Sunday Sermons. Check out our Sermon
Archives as well.
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† Your Prayers Are Requested For…

t is such an intimate time when praying for the health and well being of others and
such a privilege. The people that we lift up to The Lord are part of our hearts for all
time. Please pray for…
.....Fr. George Hall, Brenda Darling,
Jean Stauffer, Lorraine Estok and other
parishioners convalescing in extended care
facilities.
.....St. Peter’s, Cheshire; Holy Advent,
Clinton; Trinity Church, Collinsville; St.
James’, Danbury.
.....Revival at St. Paul’s and the greater Danbury area.
.....Ministry to, with, and for the deaf.
.....Ginny Beck, Clayton Ferry, Gary Stein, Joe & Barbara Hock, Sue Balla, Rose
Barrett, Jim Megura, Jay Lawrence, Alex, Teresa Stacchiotti, Mary DeAnzeris,
Anthony, Paul Kovacs, Michele Sarver, Denise, Lee Rybos, Sandy Chaleski, Pam
Altemus, Stu Terrill, David Lindsay, Susan & Rhonda continued healing.
.....the people of Hungary; the people of Grenada; Diocese of Aipo Rongo
- (Papua New Guinea) The Rt Revd Nathan Ingen; and our sister and
brother members of the Hungarian Byzantine Catholic Church.
.....Christians in the Middle East facing persecution at the hands of ISIS
forces. Pray also for radical Muslims throughout the world to come to
know Jesus Christ.
.....Michael for protection from mortar attacks in Somalia with the UN
peacekeeping service.
…..Faith Food Pantry, Newtown, which is the recipient of our food basket
collections for
the month of January.
.....Christ the Shepherd Presbyterian Church, Danbury, a partner
congregation of the Jericho Partnership.
.....Our Parish .
.....Cathy Schrull, healing, and peace and comfort during her treatments.
.....Bill Beattie, founder and chairman of the Jericho Partnership,
complete healing of Multiple Myeloma.
.....Harlow family.

† This & That & Links

(Click on pictures or red links for more info)

Links We Like
Things That Make You Think
Back Issues of Sword Points

Russian Orthodox Epiphany
Some 70,000 Muscovites
celebrate the Orthodox
Epiphany holiday by diving
into the city's frozen lakes and
rivers. Russian priests bless
the waters and the faithful
believe that by immersing
themselves in the holy water
they will wash away their sins
for the year. And to think,
people are standing in line to
do this!
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Just For Fun !

(And Christian Fellowship)
Now that
Christma
s is over,
Holy Fam
the
ily make
s their jo
from the
urney
sanctua
storage ro ry to the
om upsta
irs

Random Fact of the Week!
Did you know... that the Wadsworth
Atheneum in Hartford is the oldest
continually
operating
public art
museum in
the United
States?

†

It Takes An Editorial Board
Contributors to this Weeks
Sword Points:

M

ary Allen, Sue Balla, Chris Barrett,
Larry Creagh, Ron Crowcroft, Carol
Ferro, Steve Hemming, , Lois Hunt, Susan
Iverson, Dori
McManus, Beth
Miller, Nicole
O’Connors, Patrick
O’Connors, Mary
Perry, Ken Perry,
Kirsten Peterson,
Debbi Pomeroy, Joe
Shepley, Tara
Shepley, David Szen,
Ron Switzer, John
Tuthill, Don Winkley
and Gail Winkley.
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