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† Our Circles of Influence
"You will be my witnesses...to the ends of the earth."

Dear Friends,

O

ne evening while in Tanzania, realizing
that our nets over our beds had several
holes in them, my son and I were put in
mind of the local saying, "If you think
you’re too small to make a difference,
you haven’t spent the night with a
mosquito!" We should never
underestimate our ability to make a
difference, no matter how
insignificant we may think we are.
Last Sunday we celebrated our 234th annual meeting, and what a
joyous time it was as we acknowledged God's hand of grace over
our parish in so many areas. Using the image of concentric
circles, we looked at how our missionary influence takes
form through our parish, our community of
Brookfield, our greater Danbury region, the
Episcopal Church in Connecticut, and our
missions around the world, including
Tanzania, the Netherlands, and now
Kenya.
Did you know that each of us will
likely influence over 10,000 people
during our life? This reminds us
how important it is that we know
our circles of influence, and live our
lives with minds toward mission.
Together, led by the Holy Spirit, may
we continue to make a holy impact as
ambassadors for Christ, all to God's glory.
Faithfully,

Acts 1:8

† "Cross References"
"All he does is just and good,
and all his commandments are trustworthy."

- Psalm 111:7 (from readings this Sunday / New Living Translation)

A

Hosea 14:9
Whoever is
wise, let him
understand
these things;
Whoever is
discerning,
let him know
them.
For the ways
of the LORD
are right,
And the
righteous will
walk in
them, But
transgressors
will stumble
in them.
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by John Tuthill

t sunset, desert shepherds see a daily chaotic drama
unfold as their flocks come in from the fields. They're
headed back to get their final feed and the drink of
pumped water which is a needed supplement to their grazing.
Shepherds know as well as anyone that there is always a natural
pecking order in all flocks - males in particular can and will
injure each other and also shut out the old and the weak in the
anxious effort to always be first in line for their supper. So, what
do the shepherds need to do at this time every day? They hold back the animals who are
excited at seeing their feeding troughs so that they can instead be sent in small groups,
favoring first the ewes that are nursing, then the sick, the very young, etc. Eventually those
that would otherwise go first if they had their own way are allowed. This is a kind of daily
"pastoral justice," this separating of the flock at the evening feeding time.
In Ezekiel 34, God promises that He HIMSELF will step in to become the Shepherd for
the scattered flock. His people were suffering abuse under self-serving shepherds. What is
most surprising is this: while God promises in Ezekiel that He will "search for the lost and
bring back the strays, bind up the injured and strengthen the weak" (vs. 16-22) God
promises that He will be doing some dividing among them also. Why? "Because you shove
with flank and shoulder, butting all the weak sheep with your horns...I will save my flock...I
will judge between one sheep and another."
The Shepherd's justice is not only to save the flock from its outward enemies, but also
from THEMSELVES. The Shepherd not only promises He will defend the flock from the
predators that come from outside the fold, but also He will divide them, by His authority,
and, as is needed - just as good shepherds do at the end of each day. "I will shepherd my
flock with justice" (EZ. 34:16).
Jesus, our Good Shepherd (John 10:11) so completely and so closely identifies with the
most in-need and with those that recognize their need that He says this, "I tell you the truth,
whatever you did for the least of these brothers (and sisters) of mine, you did for me" (Matt.
25:40). At St.
Paul's, we are
blessed by His
grace to see our
shepherd
leaders always
looking out for
ways to protect
and look out
for those in
most need - and
Jesus says that
He is among
them.
Thanks be
to God!

† “It’s Good!

o

n Sunday February 4th we will
be hosting our 3rd annual
Super Bowl party! We’re
setting up our big screen. And
you’re invited. Men, women,
children. It doesn’t matter who you’re
routing for. Or even if you like football. Just bring yourself, your
favorite appetizer, beverage or snacks. And maybe wear your
favorite team shirt. No cost. No fuss. Contact Ken Perry, Ron
Switzer or Dave Szen if you’re interested so we have an idea
who’s bringing what. Weather permitting, a pregame tailgate
party is a possibility!

† Who’s Your Favorite: Vote in Our Souper Bowl
Help our local food banks and at the same time vote your favorite by bringing
in cans of soup to represent your team: Pepper Pot soup is a Philadelphia
pick and obviously New England Clam Chowder is the Patriots choice. Not
a fan of either team, then just bring in your most loved soup. Place cans in
the baskets at the back of the church and everyone wins.

† This Week at St. Paul’s
Thu, Jan 25

-

Sat, Jan 27

-

Sun, Jan 28

-

Mon, Jan 29 Tue, Jan 30 Wed, Jan 31 Thu, Feb 1
Fri, Feb 2
Sat, Feb 3

-

Sun, Feb 4

-

Conversion of St. Paul
7:30 pm - Music Night, Sanctuary
7:30 am - Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Crocker Hall
7:30 am - John 21:12 Group, Theo’s Diner, New Milford
10:00 am - Praise Moves, Crocker Hall
11:00 am - St. Paul’s Quilters, Crocker Hall
The Fourth Sunday after the Epiphany
8:00 am - Traditional Holy Communion (LiveStream) (Facebook)
9:30 am - Rector’s Forum, Guild Room
10:30 am - Sunday School
10:30 am - Contemporary Holy Communion (LiveStream) (Facebook)
7:00 pm - Men’s Bible Study, Crocker Hall (LiveStream) (Facebook)
9:15 am - Ladies Bible Study, Guild Room
5:45 pm - Boot Camp, Crocker Hall
7:00 pm - Boy Scouts Troop #5, Crocker Hall
10:00 am - Holy Communion & Healing
7:00 pm - Women’s Bible Study, Guild Room
7:30 pm - Music Night, Sanctuary
Presentation of Jesus in the Temple
7:30 am - Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Crocker Hall
7:30 am - John 21:12 Group, Theo’s Diner, New Milford
10:00 am - PraiseMoves, Crocker Hall
The Fifth Sunday after the Epiphany
8:00 am - Traditional Holy Communion (LiveStream) (Facebook)
9:30 am - Rector’s Forum, Guild Room
10:30 am - Sunday School
10:30 am - Contemporary Holy Communion (LiveStream) (Facebook)
10:30 am - Sunday School
5:00 pm - Super Bowl Party, Guild Room
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† 2018 - St. Paul’s Vestry

Fr. Joe Shepley, Rector

Mary Perry - Warden

Dave Williams - Warden
Lois Hunt - Clerk

Chuck Allen - Treasurer

Dave Allen

Larry Creagh

Vito Barbieri

Joan Boehm

Mary Beth Durkin

Alex Naradzay

Susan Champagne

Bill Schrull

George Stowell
Polly Sorrentino
Joe Bernardo

* Cathy Schrull

* Delegates to Diocesan Convention
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Name Tags - Please be courteous to your fellow
parishioners, to newcomers, visiting clergy and guests
by extending a warm welcome to them and by
wearing your name tag. And remember to wear
them to coffee hour as well.
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† Keep Praying
“Pray at all times in the Spirit with every prayer and request, and stay alert in this
with all perseverance and intercession for all the saints.”

Ephesians 6:18

H

by Steve Hemming

as God been bringing an ongoing theme into your heart lately? For me, He has
been reminding me to pray continually throughout each day, in every situation I
face.
It started at the beginning of the year, when I read a popular passage, Matthew 7:7-8, in
the Amplified Bible that my sister Janda, gave me for Christmas. It reads, “Ask and keep on
asking and it will be given to you; seek and keep on seeking and you will find; knock and
keep on knocking and the door will be opened to you. For everyone who keeps on asking
receives, and he who keeps on seeking finds, and to him who keeps on knocking, it will be
opened.” I was inspired and encouraged by the phrasing of “keeping on” asking, seeking,
and knocking as a continuous approach to God in prayer.
This past week alone, I received several promptings from the Spirit to keep on praying.
For example, I spent the weekend in western Connecticut (CT), where I visited two longtime friends, Ginny and Ara, who are each fighting a life-threatening illness; a rather
obvious reminder to keep praying for them.
While in CT, I had the privilege of attending the Monday night Men’s Bible Study at St.
Paul’s. I found it no coincidence that we studied 1
Thessalonians chapter 5, where the Apostle Paul
writes in verse 17, of the urgency to pray without
ceasing.
When I got back from CT Tuesday morning and
returned to work, I was besieged by a variety of
immediate and ongoing issues that needed to be
addressed. As I paused to survey the situation, it
became apparent that in order to succeed and bear fruit
in my workplace going forward, I will need to devote
constant prayer to all matters.
There are many reasons why we ought to pray
always and not lose heart (Luke 18:1). Here are just a
few:
Our Relationship with God – In order to walk in God’s will for our lives, we need to be
in constant communication with Him. It is imperative that we seek the Lord first and
foremost (Matthew 6:33). When we call upon the Lord and pray to Him, He will listen to
us. And when we seek and search for Him with all our heart, we will find Him (Jeremiah
29:12-13).
The Need for Wisdom – Since we do not possess the knowledge ourselves to succeed
and overcome in our lives, we are encouraged to ask God for wisdom, who will give to all
liberally, and without reproach (James 1:5). He invites us to seek Him for the insight we
need; “Call to Me, and I will answer you, and show you great and mighty things, which you
do not know (Jeremiah 33:3).
Facing Tribulations – We all encounter trials on a regular basis. According to Paul, the
best approach to adversity is to rejoice hopefully, remain patient, all the while continuing
steadfastly in prayer (Romans 12:12). We need not be anxious, but in everything by prayer
and supplication, with thanksgiving, let our requests be made known to God; and His peace,
which surpasses all understanding, will guard our hearts and minds through Christ Jesus our
Lord (Philippians 4:6-7).
Avoiding Temptation – In the Garden of Gethsemane, Jesus told His disciples to
“Watch and pray, lest you enter into temptation. The spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh is
weak” (Matthew 26:41). If we are to have any chance of avoiding a temptation that comes
our way, we must call out to God to rescue us, for we read in 1 Corinthians 10:13, “No
temptation has overtaken you except such as is common to man; but God is faithful, who
will not allow you to be tempted beyond what you are able, but with the temptation will also
(Continued on page 8)
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(Continued from page 7)

Keep Praying

make the way of escape, that you may be able to bear it.”
Healing – As we call upon God for healing, may we be always mindful that Jesus bore
our sins in His own body on the cross, and that we, having died to sins, might live for
righteousness, for by His stripes we were healed (1 Peter 1:24, see also Isaiah 53:5). When
we cry out to the Lord in our troubles, He will save us out of our distresses. And He will
send His word to heal and deliver us from our destructions (Psalm 107:19-20).
Additionally, as we
confess our trespasses to
one another, and pray for
each other, we will be
healed. And the effective,
fervent prayer of a
righteous man (and
woman) will avail much
(James 5:16).

“Whatever
circumstance we may
find ourselves in,
instead of fretting, let
us continue earnestly
in prayer, being
vigilant in it with
thanksgiving.”
Colossians 4:2

† Art in the Christian Tradition
“Christ Preaching at Capernaum”
1879
Maurycy Gottlieb, (1856-1879)
National Museum in Warsaw

“Jesus' first public appearance following his baptism was in the
Capernaum synagogue on Sabbath, March 2, AD 26. The
synagogue was crowded to overflowing. The story of the
baptism in the Jordan was now augmented by the fresh news
from Cana about the water and the wine. Jesus gave seats of
honor to his six apostles, and seated with them were his brothers
in the flesh James and Jude. His mother, having returned to
Capernaum with James the evening before, was also present,
being seated in the women's section of the synagogue. The entire
audience was on edge; they expected to behold some
extraordinary manifestation of supernatural power which would
be a fitting testimony to the nature and authority of him who was
that day to speak to them. But they were destined to
disappointment.” ~ The Urantia Book
The work of Maurycy Gottlieb, the spiritual father of Jewish
painting in Central Europe, became a brilliant high point in
Polish-Jewish artistic relations.
The main link between the two religions and cultures became
the figure of Jesus Christ. In this painting, as he gives his sermon
in Capernaum, Christ is shown wearing a tallith, a shawl worn by
many Orthodox Jews. Out of respect for Christianity, the artist
placed a halo above Christ’s head.
The painting was begun in 1878. Sadly, it remained unfinished
as the artist died a mere six months later, only 23 years old.
8

COFFEE HOUR HOSTS
Jan 28th 8 am - Heather Melody
Feb 4th 8 am - Ferro’s
Feb 11th 8 am - Kovacs

10:30 am - Heidi Duckett
10:30 am—Raegan Guglielmo
10:30 am - Jack Collins
Contact Mary Allen at
203-775-6633 or
chamla@charter.net.

† Men's Bible Study: 1 & 2 Thessalonians

J

oin us on Monday’s for study, sharing, testimony and find out
how we, too, are part of God's great plan of salvation. We
start promptly at 7 pm and end just as promptly at 8.

T

he Ladies Tuesday AM Bible Study is
studying The Gospel of Mark, at 9:15 am
weekly in the Guild Room.

Please join us in study on Tuesdays from 9:15 -11
am. For more info email, Debbi Pomeroy at
debbi415@aol.com. Workbooks are $10.

† Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper Mardi Gras
Valentine’s Day Extravaganza

E

veryone is invited to Saint Paul’s
Annual Pancake Supper on Shrove
Tuesday, February 13th, from 5:30 to 7:00
pm. Come celebrate the final moments
before Lent begins with pancakes and
games, beads and balloons! And since
Valentine’s Day falls on Ash Wednesday
we’ll also celebrate his day as well
A freewill offering will be accepted.
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St. Paul’s
Movie Club
Our St. Paul’s Movie Club has
two new movies on its radar. The
first is “Samson.” Due out in mid
February this Biblical film places
the all-powerful Samson on a quest
for vengeance that brings him into direct conflict with the Philistine army.
“Paul, Apostle of Christ,” will be in theaters in late March. In it Paul continues to preach
the Gospel of Jesus Christ while awaiting execution in Rome. Luke visits Paul in prison and
smuggles out his letters to a growing community of believers.
Watch Sword Points for dates and times when we’ll go as a group. In the meantime check
out the trailers.

† Socks & Toiletries for the Homeless

A

s the temperature drops and the seasons change remember
homeless people are on their feet all day, and the only
pair of socks they own are very likely to be threadbare. Once
again, this year we are collecting socks and toiletries for the men’s
homeless shelter throughout the winter months. Place donations in
the bins in the back of the church or Crocker Hall.
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“I

will give thanks to the Lord with my
whole heart…” Our Catechism (see

Prayer Book, p. 856) has at least one set of
suggestions about how to do this. We are to
follow Christ, to come together week by
week for corporate worship, and to work,
pray, and give for the spread of his kingdom.
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Youth Auction - March 4th
On Sunday, March 4th, St. Paul's OWN will host its annual blind auction to raise
funds for our summer mission trip to Chicago. And you are invited! Last years auction
included gift cards to local restaurants, a family movie night gift basket, tickets to a local
concert, music lessons, a gift certificate to a jewelry store, and more! We expect to
have just as many fantastic items up for auction this year. There is no admission price,
and families are always welcome and kids are invited to participate in our kids only raffle. Hors d’oeuvres and refreshments will be served. We hope to see you there!
We are looking for help from individuals, small groups/ministries, and businesses to
help make the evening a success. Please consider helping us in the
following ways:
Individuals: we are looking for donations of new, unwrapped toys
for a kids only raffle during the auction.
Small Groups/Ministries: please consider going in with your
small group or ministry group to donate a themed basket or auction item. It could be anything from a spa gift basket to food
items (jams, jellies, baked goods), to a family movie night
basket. Or perhaps a party theme basket, gardening or
quilting basket, or even a date night basket for busy
parents.
Businesses: If you own or work at a local business
please consider donating an item or service from your business such as a gift card to
your restaurant or store, a consultation by a professional, or a donation of landscaping,
snow removal, auto or boat detailing, etc. It’s a great way to support the youth and perhaps bring in a new patron!
We ask that all donations be brought to the church by Sunday, February 18th.
Please sign up during coffee hour to help out with the auction. Thank you!
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† Wrath

O

ur next sin is Wrath. Yes, there is the wrath of God which means that He is angry,
but if you use it to hurt someone purposely then it becomes a sin.
You may think that with all the storms and fires, wars and rumors of war, that the wrath
of God is coming down on us. I think if you search around California you might just find
out that it has been a very dry season with a lot of overgrowth. It could have started from
someone flicking a cigarette out the window or a piece of glass acting as a magnifier that
started the fire. Who knows.
But let’s get back to the sin of Wrath. Wrath can be a killer. Once
unleashed, it’s destructive energy can cycle on and on and on. When
someone slaps you across the face or punches you in the gut you want to
get back at that person; this is when your wrath shows. You want your
revenge. So, you plot how you will get back at this person. Once you act,
it just provokes them to further respond in kind or worse. A good example
would be road rage. Another example of wrath would be the uncontrolled
feelings of hatred and anger that are released in domestic violence. Often,
in response to perceived slights or wrongs, we jump to improper conclusions and react with
unnecessary or inappropriate force, emotional display, or violence.
As you look at these scenarios that drive you to, often, overreaction, try to put yourself
in the place of this person or situation. What caused the event in the first place? Was it an
accident or intentional? Is it really serious enough to warrant a response? And, escalating
the problem? Remember the Bible verse that says, “Vengeance is mine, saith the Lord.”
And you going to satisfy yourself and try to get your revenge on them or are you going to
say, “I forgive you” and let it go. This act of love, not only lets you off but can heal the
offending person. You are giving it over totally to God’s hand and let Him deal with it.
Abba Father, you said from the cross “forgive them for they do not know what they do.”
Help us to say the same thing when man hurts us. You also taught us to turn the other
cheek. Help us to do the same thing. I pray that my older brothers and sisters will seek
your will in how to keep from the desire to punish. In Jesus name. Amen
Susan Balla BSNAC - Ministry on Aging, Episcopal Church in CT.

T

he actions of Jesus seem to have a
remarkable effect, and “his fame began
to spread.” What kind of effect do our actions,
as followers of Christ, have on those around us?
† Happy Birthday to You!

A

llison Kraft celebrates
Saturday! Bake a cake for
Tony
Arcamone on
Monday.
Have a
blessed day
everyone!
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Episcopal Church-wide Lenten Book Club:
The Good Book Club (#GoodBookClub) is an invitation to all
Episcopalians to join in reading the Gospel of Luke and the
Book of Acts during Lent - Easter 2018. Episcopalians will start
reading Luke on Sunday, February 11 and read a section of
Luke’s Gospel every day through the season of Lent. The entire
season of Easter will be devoted to daily readings from the
Book of Acts.
Resources also will be available in Spanish at ClubBiblico.org.
Check ECCT Social Media accounts throughout Lent and Easter
for daily readings and reflections.

The Exodus
Save the dates. This
spectacular Biblical pilgrimage
has many options. Fr. Joe
plans on joining for Egypt.
Check out the treasures of
Egypt or Walk in Jesus
Footsteps in the Holy Land.
Do part or all as your schedule
allows. Seeing is believing.

Day 8: Esna to Luxor - After breakfast our travels continue to Luxor. Upon arrival in Luxor we
have free time for lunch before visiting the Temple of Karnak (temple of the New Kingdom
period) and the East Bank of the Nile. It was during this period that the bondage and Exodus
occurred. Karnak second to Giza’s
Pyramids, is one of Egypt’s most
important Pharaonic sites. We visit
the famous Temple of Luxor, which
was founded in the reign of
Amenhotep III, grandson of the
pharaoh of the Exodus. We re-board
our ship for dinner and overnight.
14

The
Rector’s
Forum

The Rector’s Forum meets every Sunday in the Guild
Room between services at 9:30 am. It is currently studying
Romans. The study of the Book of Romans has often proven
to be a life-changing exercise. Throughout the history of the
church, lives have been radically transformed through the
impact of Paul’s Epistle to the Romans.

Check out his
video by
clicking on the
ad to the left.
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Holy Land Revisited
† Understanding Israel’s Geography 

“O

bserve therefore all the commands I am giving you today, so
that you may have the strength to go in and take over the land
that you are crossing the Jordan to possess, and so that you may live long
in the land the Lord swore to your ancestors to give to them and their
descendants, a land flowing with milk and honey. The land you are
entering to take over is not like the land of Egypt, from which you have
come, where you planted your seed and irrigated it by foot as in a vegetable
garden. But the land you are crossing the Jordan to take possession of is a land
of mountains and valleys that drinks rain from heaven. It is a land the Lord your
God cares for; the eyes of the Lord your God are continually on it from the
beginning of the year to its end. So if you faithfully obey the commands I am
giving you today - to love the Lord your God and to serve him with all your heart
and with all your soul - then I will send rain on your land in its season, both
autumn and spring rains, so that you may gather in your grain, new wine and
olive oil. I will provide grass in the fields for your cattle, and you will eat and be
satisfied.” (Deuteronomy 11:8-15)
One of the things you’ll realize pretty quickly about the land of Israel is that
it’s unique. It’s a lot like a diamond; it’s small, richly compact, valuable, and has
many different facets. In actual size, it’s about the same as New Jersey (290 miles
by 85 miles), making the journey from the gorgeous Mediterranean beaches to the
mountainous boundary with Jordan pretty easy, and the diversity in between is
astounding. Israel seems to have whatever climate and topography you desire.
Overall, Israel is mostly semi-arid, and completely dependent on water, which in
the form of rain happens for only three months each winter. The rains that do come
in off the Mediterranean don’t give much precipitation beyond the coastal plains, so
the eastern side of the hills stays arid. The rains can be quite heavy in the winter,
however, and can cause flash floods in the mountainous desert (Psalm 126:4). The
tallest mountains in the extreme north (Hebron at 7,300 feet) are high enough to have
snow (and even ski resorts). The rains feed springs and rivers that flow down to the
Jordan Valley and into the Jordan River (Jordan means “down” in Hebrew). The
Jordan Valley is a rich, fertile, and moist land where agriculture thrives today (it was
once a swampy, malaria-infested land that no one wanted). You’ll see crops almost
everywhere you go here, a miracle and a testament to Israel’s irrigation and
transformation from a desert into a paradise.
One of the things you’ll notice right away is that Israel is divided by the Jordan River
(flowing north to south), which connects the fresh water from the mountains to the Sea of
Galilee (also fresh water) near the northern stretch, before flowing down to the Dead Sea in
the south. The Dead Sea is so salty, over 33 percent salt, you can float in it, and the
beautiful white edge along its shoreline is actually dried salt. This southern region is rugged
and desert-like, and where Jesus endured His 40 days of temptation. The distance from the
Mediterranean coast to the Sea of Galilee is less than 30 miles, where the fertile coastal area
is nearly flat. As you move inland from the coast you experience the foothills of Judea and
the elevation rises, which is why the Bible often uses the phrase “up to Jerusalem.” This
dramatic rise is about 2,600 feet at the Mount of Olives, with a severe drop of almost 4,000
(Continued on page 17)

16

(Continued from page 16)

Understanding Israel’s Geography

feet to the Dead Sea, in just over 15 miles (the Dead Sea is the lowest elevation on the earth
at over 1,400 feet below sea level).
Strategically located between the great empires
of the past, the Via Maris ancient trade route
connected East and West, and was good for
influence, trade, and wealth, but bad in terms of
invasions and the alliances and politics of other
nations. The old adage that geography affects
history came true here as empires marched through
tiny Israel, which sat at the crossroads of Africa,
Europe, and Asia. The trade route also went right
through a second very significant area.
This significant location is just south of
Nazareth, the Plain of Jezreel (“God will sow” in
Hebrew), and it has two reputations. The first is as
Israel’s breadbasket, where the ancient city of
Megiddo rises up above the various crops, and the second is as the place where the final
battle of Revelation will be fought someday. There is obviously a deep, spiritual element to
this land, and God’s eyes are upon it and His people, as He said, “It is a land the Lord your
God cares for; the eyes of the Lord your God are continually on it from the beginning of the
year to its end.” God’s love for Israel is what makes this amazing country one of a kind, and
it’s no surprise that Israel’s Messiah would fight for her.

† This Date on the Church Calendar
Thursday, January 25th

P

Conversion of St. Paul the Apostle

aul, or Saul as he was known until he became a Christian,
was a Roman citizen, born at Tarsus, in present-day
Turkey. He was brought up as an orthodox Jew, studying
in Jerusalem for a time under Gamaliel, the most famous rabbi of the
day. Describing himself, he said, “I am an Israelite, a descendant of
Abraham, a member of the tribe of Benjamin” (Romans 11:1).
A few years after the death of Jesus, Saul came in contact with
the new Christian ovement, and became one of the most fanatical of
those who were determined to stamp out this “dangerous heresy.”
Saul witnessed the stoning of Stephen. He was on the way to
Damascus to lead in further persecution of the Christians when his
dramatic conversion took place.
From that day, Paul devoted his life totally to Christ, and
especially to the conversion of Gentiles. The Acts of the Apostles
describes the courage and determination with which he planted Christian congregations over
a large area of the land bordering the eastern Mediterranean.
His letters, the earliest of Christian writings, reveal him as the greatest of the interpreters
of Christ’s mind, and as the founder of Christian theology. He writes, “I have been crucified
with Christ; it is no longer I who live, but Christ who lives in me; and the life I now live in
the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for
me” (Galatians 2:20).
Paul describes himself as small and insignificant in appearance: “His letters are weighty
and strong,” it was said of him, “but his bodily presence is weak, and his speech of no
account” (2 Corinthians 10:10). He writes of having a disability which he had prayed God
to remove from him, and quotes the Lord’s reply, “My grace is sufficient for you, for my
power is made perfect in weakness.” Therefore, Paul went on to say, “I will all the more
gladly boast of my weaknesses, that the power of Christ may rest upon me” (2 Corinthians
12:9).
Paul is believed to have been martyred at Rome in the year 64 under Nero.
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Upcoming Events in our
Northwest Region
Parish Musician Luncheon
Sunday, January 21st from 1-3 pm at St. Michael’s Episcopal Church in
Litchfield
This gathering is for the principal musician of each Episcopal parish in the
Northwest Region of the Episcopal Church in Connecticut. The goal of the
gathering is to celebrate the important ministry of music over a meal, to build
relationships with each other and to see if there is energy to organize a
collaborative “Big Sing,” evensong, hymn sing or some other musical event in
the Northwest Region.
More details will be sent directly to the musicians in the month leading up to the
event! Eliza Marth at emarth@epsicopalct.org is the contact person for this
gathering.
Trinity Institute 2018: Values in Action
Friday, February 2nd from 7 - 9 pm and Saturday, February 3rd from 9 am - 3pm
Live Streaming at St. Michael’s, Litchfield
Trinity Wall Street hosts an annual conference called “Trinity Institute.” You may
register and attend the conference in New York City, or you can join others from the
Northwest Region at St. Michael’s, Litchfield where we will be live streaming the
conference! This year, the conference focuses on how we can create a better world
through action and connection. We will explore how to get grounded and how to
discern shared values to form powerful partnerships that will help us move forward
with courageous intention. The conference is a mix of speakers and facilitated
small group breakouts.
Are you and/or a group from your church interested in attending? Please email
Eliza Marth at emarth@episcopalct.org or click here to register. The cost is free,
though please bring a nutritious non-perishable to donate to the Food Pantry at St.
Michael’s. Light refreshments and lunch will be provided on Saturday.
Lay Preaching Class
We are beginning a series of four classes designed to
prepare lay people to preach in the pulpits of their
parish. The goal of the class is to prepare lay people to
preach and to build a support network for lay preachers.
If you are interested*, or if you are a lay preacher who
would like to join a community of support, please email
our Northwest Region Missionary, Eliza Marth at
emarth@episcopalct.org. *Support from the rector/priest
in charge of your parish is required to participate in the
class
Update: This pilot class is full and will be kicking off in
February! Email Eliza if you are interested in
participating in the next round
Annual Northwest Region Convocation
Saturday, June 23rd at White Memorial in Litchfield
Everyone is invited to join the Northwest Region Leadership Team for our 2 nd
Annual Northwest Region Convocation. We will have time to meet one another,
pray together, and to discuss what God is up to in our Region. Please save and
share the date - more details will be sent out closer to the event.
(Continued on page 19)
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Pilgrimage to Egypt and the Holy Land
Egypt: June 28-July 10, 2018 Holy Land: July 10-19, 2018
Organized by St. Paul’s in Brookfield
For the past 5 years, St. Paul’s in Brookfield in conjunction with surrounding
Episcopal parishes, has gone on a pilgrimage to Biblical sites. They are
widening the circle and inviting anyone in the Northwest Region who is
interested to join! This trip will enliven your faith by learning history, following
in the literal footsteps of where Jesus, the disciples and the prophets before
them trod, and seeing a bit of the cultural and environmental context from
which the stories of the Bible grew.
This year, the trip has two parts, beginning in Egypt and ending in the Holy
Land. This trip has many options, as your schedule and finances allow. So far
this year, Episcopalians will be joining from St. Andrew’s in Kent and Marbledale as
well as St. Paul’s in Woodbury and Brookfield. If you are interested, please email
David Szen at dszen@yahoo.com.
Second Sunday at Camp Washington
2nd Sunday of each month from 4:30 - 6:30 pm
Join us the second Sunday of each month for a time of
learning, reflection, and community. Guest speakers (both
ordained and lay people) will offer a short program, followed
by worship, concluding with dinner. Spend time in thought
and prayer surrounded by the natural beauty of Camp
Washington. There is no cost for this program, however we
ask guests to consider making a free will offering to our
financial aid program, and we also encourage guests to
bring a non-perishable food item for our local pantry
program.
Please RSVP by calling 860-567-9623 or
camp@campwashington.org. We hope you can join us!

Get Connected
Check the Northwest Region – Episcopal Church in Connecticut Facebook page!
Like us and we will like you – share your parish events – find out about Northwest
Region events:
www.facebook.com/NorthwestRegionECCT
Eliza Marth
Northwest Region Missionary
emarth@episcopalct.org 860-387-2190

Call/text/email our Northwest Region Missionary anytime.

T

† You Can Help

he second Saturday of each month a group from St. Paul’s
volunteers at the Jericho Food & Clothing Pantry on Spring
Street in Danbury. Please consider signing up by emailing Laurie
DoBosh ldobosh@tcco.com. The pantry is also looking for donations of
reusable grocery bags and plastic bags for the clients to put their food in.
We are also looking for coloring books and crayons for the children who
come with their parents to the pantry (gently used is accepted) and travel
size toiletries you usually find at hotels are also needed. Please place
donations in Crocker Hall bin marked Jericho (left hand brown bin).
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† This Sunday’s Readings
Teaching with Authority
Deuteronomy 18:15-20
Mark 1:21-28
n our opening reading Moses promises the people that, after his
death, God will raise up another prophet for them. The people
Jesus may have the
can not face God directly but need an intermediary to speak God’s
words. To him they must listen, for the false prophet who presumes to
authority to silence
speak in the Lord’s name will die. In later centuries this oracle was
unclean spirits, but as we
interpreted to mean that God would raise up one final prophet to
all learn to our own peril,
succeed Moses. Some early Christians believed Jesus to be this new
Moses.
no one can silence gossip,
Psalm 111
not even Jesus. And so
A song of praise to the mighty and awesome Lord, who is steadfast
his fame begins to spread
and full of compassion.
1 Corinthians 8:1-13
through those who were
In this lesson Paul gives counsel to the Corinthians who are unsure
there telling others what
whether it is permissible to eat meat of animals that have been sacrificed
Jesus has done.
in pagan temples. Since there is only one true God, such sacrifices are
really meaningless, and the meat can be eaten in good conscience. Yet
this understanding of the issue must not be treated as superior
knowledge with respect to those whose consciences are still troubled. Out of love it is better
for those who believe themselves enlightened to avoid eating such meat than to encourage
weaker members to do what they regard as sinful and so perhaps to be led back into paganism.
Mark 1:21-28
In our gospel Jesus both teaches and acts with authority. His teaching was more than
interpretation of the law. It was a proclamation of the new possibilities of God’s kingdom.
He backed his words with his actions. Unclean spirits recognize him and submitted to his
power to deliver a man from his disorder.

I

† Pick Up Your Copy Today!
Synthesis CE Study Guides for each weeks readings will
be available at the back of the church.

† Sermon Shorts

"S

piritual Urgent Care" There’s a fierce urgency
now. What are you waiting for? To replay all our
sermons, audio and videos follow this link for the Sunday
Sermons. Check out our Sermon Archives as well.
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† Your Prayers Are Requested For…

t is such an intimate time when praying for the health and well being of others and
such a privilege. The people that we lift up to The Lord are part of our hearts for all
time. Please pray for…
.....Fr. George Hall, Brenda Darling,
Jean Stauffer, Lorraine Estok and other
parishioners convalescing in extended care
facilities.
.....St. Alban’s, Danielson; Saint Luke’s,
Darien; St. Paul’s, Darien.
.....Revival at St. Paul’s and the greater
Danbury area.
.....All ecumenical and interfaith endeavors involving our congregations and people; for
peace and peacemakers.
.....Ginny Beck, Clayton Ferry, Gary Stein, Joe & Barbara Hock, Sue Balla, Rose
Barrett, Jim Megura, Jay Lawrence, Alex, Teresa Stacchiotti, Mary DeAnzeris,
Anthony, Paul Kovacs, Michele Sarver, Denise, Lee Rybos, Sandy Chaleski, Pam
Altemus, Stu Terrill, David Lindsay, Susan & Rhonda continued healing.
.....the people of the Netherlands; the people of Ireland; Diocese of Territory of the People (British Columbia & the Yukon, Canada) The Rt Revd Barbara Jean Andrews; and our sister
and brother members of the American National Catholic Church.
.....Christians in the Middle East facing persecution at the hands of ISIS forces. Pray also
for radical Muslims throughout the world to come to know Jesus Christ.
.....Michael for protection from mortar attacks in Somalia with the UN peacekeeping
service.
…..Faith Food Pantry, Newtown, which is the recipient of our food basket collections for
the month of January.
.....First Congregational Church of Ridgefield, a
partner congregation of the Jericho Partnership.
.....Those in the Armed Forces of Our Country.
.....Cathy Schrull, healing, and peace and comfort
during her treatments.
.....Bill Beattie, founder and chairman of the Jericho
Partnership, complete healing of Multiple Myeloma.
.....Harlow family.

† This & That & Links

(Click on pictures or red links for more info)

Links We Like
Things That Make You
Think
Back Issues of Sword
Points

The Last Knit
If someone wants to
explain tis to us, go right
ahead.
Maybe our St. Paul’s
Quilters can relate to this.
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Just For Fun !

(And Christian Fellowship)
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†

It Takes An Editorial Board
Contributors to this Weeks
Sword Points:

M

ary Allen, Sue Balla, Chris Barrett,
Ron Crowcroft, Carol Ferro, Steve
Hemming, Diane Loring, Bill Loring, Lois
Hunt, Susan Iverson,
Dori McManus, Beth
Miller, Nicole
O’Connors, Patrick
O’Connors, Mary
Perry, Ken Perry,
Kirsten Peterson,
Debbi Pomeroy, Joe
Shepley, Tara
Shepley, David Szen,
Ron Switzer, John
Tuthill, Don Winkley
and Gail Winkley.
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