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Dear Friends,

A

study recently conducted at the Baylor Institute for Studies of
Religion found something noteworthy: when looking at U.S. church
attendance numbers going back to the days of our nation's founding,
the percentage of church-attending Americans relative to overall population is
more than four times greater today than it was in 1776. The number of
attendees has continued to rise each and every decade over our nation's
history right up until the present day. While decline among certain
denominations is apparent,
overall growth continues.
Thanks be to God, we at St.
Paul's represent this trend of
growth, as new faces are among
us weekly, including young
families with small children. For
a number of years we have been
staffing for growth following our
capital campaign renovations
with a strong Sunday school and
youth group. We are newly
prepared in receiving those
visiting our church, many of
whom are joining our spiritual
family.
The church is alive and well as
the Gospel of Christ continues to
transform lives. May we as a
parish remain faithful in serving as a safe spiritual pasture for God's flock to
find rest, strength and the abundant life
St. Paul’s Church
that Jesus, our Good Shepherd, promises.
Faithfully,

174 Whisconier Road
Brookfield, Connecticut 06804
(203) 775-9587

www.SaintPaulsBrookfield.com
The Rev. Joseph Shepley, Rector
Beth Miller, Parish Office Coordinator
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† “It’s Good!

T

his Sunday, February 4th we will
be hosting our 3rd annual Super
Bowl party! We’re setting up our
big screen in the Guild Room.
And you’re invited. Men, women,
children. It doesn’t matter who you’re
routing for. Or even if you like football. Just bring yourself, your
favorite appetizer, beverage or snacks. And maybe wear your
favorite team shirt. No cost. No fuss. Contact Ken Perry, Ron
Switzer or Dave Szen if you’re interested so we have an idea
who’s bringing what. Weather permitting, a pregame tailgate
party is a possibility! We start around 5:00. Kickoff is 6:30 pm.

† This Week at St. Paul’s
Thu, Feb 1

-

Fri, Feb 2
Sat, Feb 3

-

Sun, Feb 4

-

Mon, Feb 5 Tue, Feb 6

-

Wed, Feb 7 Thu, Feb 8
Fri, Feb 9
Sat, Feb 10

-

Sun, Feb 11

-

7:30 pm
7:30 pm

- Music Night, Sanctuary
- Property Committee, Guild Room
Presentation of Jesus in the Temple
7:30 am - Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Crocker Hall
7:30 am - John 21:12 Group, Theo’s Diner, New Milford
10:00 am - PraiseMoves, Crocker Hall
The Fifth Sunday after the Epiphany
8:00 am - Traditional Holy Communion (LiveStream) (Facebook)
9:30 am - Rector’s Forum, Guild Room
10:30 am - Sunday School
10:30 am - Contemporary Holy Communion (LiveStream) (Facebook)
10:30 am - Sunday School
5:00 pm - Super Bowl Party, Guild Room
10:00 am - Christian Caring Committee, Guild Room
7:00 pm - Stephen Ministry, Guild Room
7:00 pm - Men’s Bible Study, Crocker Hall (LiveStream) (Facebook)
9:15 am - Ladies Bible Study, Guild Room
5:45 pm - Boot Camp, Crocker Hall
7:00 pm - Boy Scouts Troop #5, Crocker Hall
10:00 am - Holy Communion & Healing
7:00 pm - Women’s Bible Study, Guild Room
7:30 pm - Music Night, Sanctuary
3:00 pm - Youth Depart on Monadnock Winter Retreat
7:30 am - Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Crocker Hall
7:30 am - John 21:12 Group, Theo’s Diner, New Milford
10:00 am - Praise Moves, Crocker Hall
10:00 am - Jericho Food Pantry, Danbury
The Last Sunday after the Epiphany
8:00 am - Traditional Holy Communion (LiveStream) (Facebook)
9:30 am - Rector’s Forum, Guild Room
10:30 am - Sunday School
10:30 am - Contemporary Holy Communion (LiveStream) (Facebook)
5:00 pm - Youth Return from Monadnock Winter Retreat
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† God In Neither Box
"But Jesus replied, "We must go on to other towns as well,
and I will preach to them, too. That is why I came."

- Mark 1:387 (from the gospel this Sunday / New Living Translation)

T

by John Tuthill

he whole town had gathered at Jesus' door where He stayed. They brought out
to Him all the sick and everyone that was possessed. And in the gospel reading
this Sunday it says that He healed..."many." Heck, Jesus healed Peter's motherin-law among the "many," but apparently not all. Why? Because of a very sudden
departure. Very early the next morning "while it was still dark" Jesus said to the new
disciples that they would move on to the next town. Surely Jesus could have stayed and
healed not only "many" but all that would be brought there if they had stayed. Later, at the
pool of Bethsaida, Jesus healed only ONE person that was there out of a "multitude" (John
5).
Even today, many still come to Jesus in prayer and with completely sincere faith in God
that He both can and will heal physically. There are those on one side who feel that God
will never anymore heal anyone miraculously today because, they say, that time of miracles
has passed now that we have God's Word the Bible. And, some others will say the exact
opposite - that God will always heal miraculously if a person only has "enough faith." But,
will God be put into either box? It seems the answer to that would have to land on an
answer; "No."
In Isaiah 61:1 we read; "The Spirit of the Sovereign Lord is on me, because the Lord has
anointed me to preach Good News to the poor..." and the verses go on and on describing the
"Year of the Lord's Favor." With the arrival of Jesus the covenant God made with Moses
was finally fulfilled ("Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I
have not come to abolish them but to fulfill them," said Jesus in Matthew 5:17). Jesus came
to reverse the ill effects of Israel's continuous back-slides in the Old Testament, just exactly
as God had promised. The Good News of salvation must go out today just as it did in
biblical times, either with physical healing by miracles or not - God's will be done. The day
is coming soon when all sickness and death will be done with. In Revelation 21:4 the
finality of every injustice and sickness will be turned on its head - and God Himself will
"wipe away every tear." Until that great day, God does the miracle of healing and restoring
the sin in broken and contrite hearts, and that greatest miracle is available everyday. Good
News, indeed that needs to be told. Hallelujah!
Thanks be to God!
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† Like a Deer in the Headlights
“Fear not, for I am with you; be not dismayed, for I am your God. I will strengthen
you, yes, I will help you, I will uphold you with My righteous right hand.”

Isaiah 41:10

H

by Steve Hemming

ave you ever been afraid? At the beginning of the week, I was overcome by a
spell of tremendous fear. I cannot recall a time when I felt such overwhelming
dread. I was so forlorn, that first thing Tuesday morning, when my manager,
Mary Beth, came into my office to ask me about initiating a new, yet untested process for
reimaging our laptop inventory, I froze, and reacted to her inquiry like a deer caught in the
headlights of an oncoming vehicle.
Rather than answering Mary Beth objectively and confidently, I had a mini-meltdown.

Because I was afraid, I gave her every excuse why we couldn’t start this course of action. I
wanted to avoid the subject. At that very moment, I simply could not see beyond the sheer
anxiety I was experiencing.
Immediately after Mary Beth left my office, I became aware of and embarrassed by my
aberrant behavior. It certainly wasn’t a glowing testimony of my faith. Even though I knew
my emotions were irrational, I had difficulty dismissing the excessive degree of
apprehension I was feeling, until I cried out to God.
First, I confessed my fear and lack of faith to the Lord. I asked Him to forgive me and
help me overcome the trepidations that were adversely affecting my thoughts and ability to
reason. Then I went into Mary Beth’s office and apologized to her for my actions and the
words of negativity I spoke.
While I was aware the fear I was experiencing was an attack from the enemy,
nonetheless, I accepted full responsibility for my reaction to the demonic onslaught. I
sought the Lord and His word for guidance. In addition to the Isaiah 41:10 verse above, I
also found solace, strength, and renewal in these other scriptures:

“Have I not commanded you? Be strong and of good courage; do not be afraid, nor
be dismayed, for the Lord your God is with you wherever you go.” Joshua 1:9

“The Lord is my light and my salvation; whom shall I fear? The Lord is the strength
of my life; of whom shall I be afraid?” Psalm 27:1

“I sought the Lord, and He heard me, and delivered me from all my fears.” Psalm
34:4

“Then they cried out to the Lord in their trouble, and He saved them out of their
distresses. He brought them out of darkness and the shadow of death, and broke
their chains in pieces.” Psalm 107:13-14

“For God has not given us a spirit of fear, but of power and of love and of a sound
mind.” 2 Timothy 1:7
As I spent time with and focusing on the Lord, and His word, I regained confidence in
Him and realized the truth; I had absolutely no reason to worry about the new initiative to
reimaging laptops that we needed to employ, for surely, God would help me. I was back in
my right mind - the mind of Christ! No longer was I like that fearful deer in the headlights,
(Continued on page 6)
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(Continued from page 5)

Keep Praying

for I had come to my senses and recognized that the Lord would arm me with strength, and
make my way perfect. And He would make me as a surefooted buck, enabling me to stand
on mountain heights! (Psalm 18:32-33)
As a result of much support over the past few days, from Mary Beth, my teammates, and
knowledge experts in our Information
Technology group, we were able to
successfully apply the new reimage process
to our laptops. While I am pleased (and
relieved) with the outcome, I’m most
grateful to God for His faithfulness. This
experience has proven to be a valuable
lesson in learning to trust in the Lord at all
times (Psalm 62:8). Whenever you find
yourself in the midst of intense fear, call out
to God and put your trust in Him. He’ll
Success!!! Praise the Lord!!! never let you down!

“Whenever I am afraid, I will trust
in You.”
Psalm 56:3

† Art in the Christian Tradition
“East Coast Memorial”

1963
Albino Manca, (1898-1976)
Battery Park, NY

T

his Memorial was erected by the American Battle Monuments Commission to
commemorate those who lost their lives on the Atlantic in World War II. I chose this
image because I found its harsh militancy arresting. The eagle is swooping into the image
from the left, cutting a formidable figure. It is carrying a laurel, and it stands upon a wave.
All is grey and wintry around it—dead. The clouds bring an ominous wind behind it. It is
ready to fight.
The eagle is a force to be reckoned with, for its strength, but also for its elegance and
grace. We cannot help but marvel at it. Perhaps this is why the eagle is often used in national
monuments.
The eagle is also a favorite subject of corny inspirational knick-knacks, usually quoting
this passage. These pieces usually show a plastic blue sky with a soft sun beaming on a bald
eagle, hovering over verse 31 in golden script. The
image is calm and colorful, as if the dominance
and sovereignty of the Lord were a calm image.
That is not always true, and I don’t imagine
it’s what Isaiah had in mind. I imagine with the
threat of Assyria at Israel’s heels, this kind of
eagle is more what Isaiah was thinking of, strength
and victory.
Verse 22 compares the created to grasshoppers
before the Lord, and verse 26 speaks of his ability
to number, to name, them. Before the eagle in this
image are great stone tablets listing the dead.
Certainly the eagle was erected to honor them, but
this image shows the eagle in contrast. It is bold
and strong and alive in spite of them. It represents
the power of God to endure victorious with
thousands dead before him.
Furthermore, waiting on the Lord can be a
desolate, agonizing state of being—the winter of
the soul—and this eagle expresses the sustaining power that can bring us through that agony.
It is life in the midst of death. It is resurrection. -- Andrea Thornton.
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† Warden Notes
- Mary Perry

L

ast Sunday was Healing Sunday,
where there is always a time of
sharing how God is working in our
lives. It is sincerely one of my favorite parts
of any service, as I’m always so encouraged
to see how God works in all your lives.
I was thinking - although we may be
nudged by the Spirit to “go ahead, say
something,” we might not stand up. Maybe
we think “well, my prayer hasn’t been
answered yet, my ________ hasn’t been
healed, my_____________ hasn’t found a
job, or whatever our circumstances are, we
see them as “incomplete.” “Who would be
encouraged by an unfinished story?

I felt “look in your wallet.” I
admit I looked only to satisfy
and prove that I didn’t have a
nickel.

In reality, all our stories are unfinished, as
God is working. All the time, in all our
lives. And, our stories, our situations, are
messy. But our stories are encouraging to
others. And God is always glorified!

Well, not only did I have a
nickel, but also there was a
Gold Coin in there! No
recollection of having it in
there at all!!
Right?? I know.

So, with the intention of possibly
encouraging some one reading this, I
thought I would share how I
literally just experienced God work
in my life, although “my story is in
progress, and messy.” Maybe just
like yours.

So that was what I might
have shared on
Sunday….no real
answer to our
circumstances, yet the
unmistakable hand of
God in our lives.

Here we go.
I’m at Big Y, getting something for dinner
and Rotisserie chicken seemed to be where I
was headed. You may know they have the
large ones and you get $4 off if you have a
Gold coin. Well, I used to have a bunch of
Gold coins, but no longer. (Insert earthly
pity party here.) So I stood there and
debated on buying it without the Gold coin
and paying more, and frankly – even $4 is a
big deal these days. I sensed to go ahead and
put the chicken in my cart, which, after a few
more minutes of debate with the Spirit,
“Should I get this one or the small one,” “It
is too much,” etc. I finally did go ahead.
Ken, in the meantime, found me in the
store after returning bottles (to go get a hot
dog with David Szen) and asked if I had a
nickel to round up his bounty J. I only had
brought in my wallet and I don’t carry
change in there, and I said, “No, I didn’t.

He is saying, “I’m here and I’m
providing.” “Trust me, have faith.”
Now, there is more. On Sunday (after
service), I go back to Big Y and “play that
game at checkout” where you “win” a Gold
Coin…and I hadn’t gotten one in forever.
(Insert earthly pity party here again).
Yes. God replenished my Gold Coin!
Just wow.
So, I would like to
encourage you to not
wait until everything is
wrapped up in a neat
little package to share
how you experience
God’s work in your
life….you never know
who you will encourage.

But, I’m certain of one thing….God will
He must have asked me four more times in indeed be glorified!
four more aisles if I had a nickel….each time
I replied “no.” Finally, when he asked again, Amen!
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† This Date on the Church Calendar
Friday, February 2nd

The Presentation of the Lord
Tomorrow’s Feast is sometimes known as the Purification of Saint Mary the Virgin,
sometimes as Candlemas. In the Eastern Church it has been called the Meeting of Christ
with Simeon. Such a variety of
names is sufficient testimony to
the wealth of spiritual meaning
that generations of Christians
have discovered in this small
incident.
The title, “The
Presentation,” reminds us of the
Jewish law (Exodus 13:2;
22:29) that every firstborn son
had to be dedicated to God in
memory of the Israelites’
deliverance from Egypt, when
the firstborn sons of the
Egyptians died and those of
Israel were spared.
When Mary placed her
small son into the arms of
Simeon, it was the meeting of
the Old and New Dispensations.
The old sacrifices, the burnt offerings and oblations, were done away; a new and perfect
offering had come into the temple. God had provided himself a lamb for the burnt-offering
(Genesis 22:8), his only Son. The offering was to be made once for all on the cross. At
every Eucharist those who are in Christ recall that sinless offering and unite “themselves,
their souls and bodies” with the self-oblation of their Lord and Savior.

Name Tags - Please be courteous to your fellow
parishioners, to newcomers, visiting clergy and guests
by extending a warm welcome to them and by
wearing your name tag. And remember to wear
them to coffee hour as well.
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† Discovering Our Inner Divine Spark
By Fr. Richard Rohr, OFM

J

esus was a remarkable teacher of the Wisdom or Perennial Tradition, a philosophy
that has been taught “from age to age in culture after culture,” in the words of Eknath
Easwaran (1910-1999). Easwaran was an Indian born spiritual teacher and author, as well as
a translator and interpreter of early Hindu texts such as the Upanishads and the Bhagavad
Gita. I was personally introduced to him during a visit with Henri Nouwen in the late 1980s.
Today I’ll share his description of the Perennial Philosophy so you can see for yourself how
East meets West in Wisdom teaching. It’s important to recognize that deep truth is true
everywhere and that the historical Jesus was, after all, a teacher from the Near East. Even
for those who are not Christian, Jesus’ universal wisdom resonates at the non-dual level. As
we look at the Sermon on the Mount, I’ll share a few of Easwaran’s own insights and
applications from his reading of the Gospel texts.
In his commentary on Jesus’ Beatitudes [1], Easwaran shares four perennial principles
taught by Christian mystic Meister Eckhart (1260-1328) that echo this year’s Daily
Meditation theme, “Image and Likeness”:
First, there is a “light in the soul that is uncreated and uncreatable” [2]: unconditioned,
universal, deathless; in religious language, a core of personality which cannot be separated
from God. Eckhart is precise: this is not what the English language calls the “soul,” but
some essence in the soul that lies at the very center of consciousness. As Saint Catherine of
Genoa put it, “My me is God: nor do I know my selfhood except in God.” [3] In Indian
mysticism this divine core is simply called atman, “the Self.”
Second, this divine essence can be It is not an abstraction, and it
would say must not - remain hidden under the covering of our
personality. It can and should be discovered, so that its presence
in daily life.

need not - Eckhart
everyday
becomes a reality

Third, this discovery is life’s real and highest goal. Our supreme
not to make a fortune, nor to pursue pleasure, nor to write our name
discover this spark of the divine that is in our hearts.

purpose in life is
on history, but to

Last, when we realize this goal, we discover simultaneously that
within ourselves is one and the same in all - all individuals, all
life.

the divinity
creatures, all of

Easwaran’s description is so good and so clear, in my opinion.
Nouwen, surely no light-weight Christian, told me about this wise
Christians were not yet free to see these very common threads
faiths.

Fr. Henri
man when most
within other

References:
[1] Eknath Easwaran, Original Goodness: On the Beatitudes of
the Sermon on the Mount (Nilgiri Press: 1996), 8-9.
[2] Meister Eckhart, Sermon 60. See The Complete Mystical
Works of Meister Eckhart, trans. and ed., Maurice O’C. Walshe
(Crossroad: 2009), 310.
[3] Catherine of Genoa, Vita, chapter 15. Original text is “In
Dio è il mio essere, il mio Me.”

9

Youth Auction - March 4th
On Sunday, March 4th, St. Paul's OWN will host its annual blind auction to raise
funds for our summer mission trip to Chicago. And you are invited! Last years auction
included gift cards to local restaurants, a family movie night gift basket, tickets to a local
concert, music lessons, a gift certificate to a jewelry store, and more! We expect to
have just as many fantastic items up for auction this year. There is no admission price,
and families are always welcome and kids are invited to participate in our kids only raffle. Hors d’oeuvres and refreshments will be served. We hope to see you there!
We are looking for help from individuals, small groups/ministries, and businesses to
help make the evening a success. Please consider helping us in the
following ways:
Individuals: we are looking for donations of new, unwrapped toys
for a kids only raffle during the auction.
Small Groups/Ministries: please consider going in with your
small group or ministry group to donate a themed basket or auction item. It could be anything from a spa gift basket to food
items (jams, jellies, baked goods), to a family movie night
basket. Or perhaps a party theme basket, gardening or
quilting basket, or even a date night basket for busy
parents.
Businesses: If you own or work at a local business
please consider donating an item or service from your business such as a gift card to
your restaurant or store, a consultation by a professional, or a donation of landscaping,
snow removal, auto or boat detailing, etc. It’s a great way to support the youth and perhaps bring in a new patron!
We ask that all donations be brought to the church by Sunday, February 18th.
Please sign up during coffee hour to help out with the auction. Thank you!
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P

salm 147 is a veritable litany of God’s
gifts to the world, and we - yes, you
and I - are considered to be among those
wonderful works. God yearns for a loving
and grateful response from those he has
created. Is such a response evident to
others by the way your life is lived?

† St. Paul's Lenten Series Begins February 21st
“The Keys to Spiritual Growth - Unlocking the Riches of God”

T

his year's Lenten series will focus on a book by John MacArthur, “The Keys to
Spiritual Growth.”
"God intends for every Christian to grow to spiritual maturity. His Word
commands us to progress daily toward a fuller personal knowledge of God and Christ.
In this book Pastor John MacArthur thoroughly explores a multitude of biblical
passages to reveal the riches of God in Jesus Christ--riches that will help us continue
growing in both faith and spirit. This noted pastor and author takes readers back to the
basics of what the true Christian life is all about, so that they can unlock the treasures
God has for them in Christ."
We will begin each Wednesday evening, starting on February 21st, at 6:30 pm with
our famous “Bring Your Own Bowl” Soup Supper, and then the program will follow.
Watch soon for signup sheet to assist us in planning.

Ash Wednesday, February 14th

Services at 10:00 am & 7:30 pm
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St. Paul’s
Movie Club
Our St. Paul’s Movie Club has
two new movies on its radar. The
first is “Samson.” Due out in mid
February this Biblical film pits the
all-powerful Samson on a quest for
vengeance that brings him into direct conflict with the Philistine army.
Paul, Apostle of Christ, will be in theaters in late March. In it Paul continues to preach the
Gospel of Jesus Christ while awaiting execution in Rome. Luke visits Paul in prison and
smuggles out his letters to a growing community of believers.
Watch Sword Points for dates and times when we’ll go as a group. In the meantime check
out the trailers.

† Socks & Toiletries for the Homeless

A

s the temperature drops and the seasons change remember
homeless people are on their feet all day, and the only
pair of socks they own are very likely to be threadbare. Once
again, this year we are collecting socks and toiletries for the men’s
homeless shelter throughout the winter months. Place donations in
the bins in the back of the church or Crocker Hall.
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COFFEE HOUR HOSTS
Feb 4th 8 am - Ferro’s
Feb 11th 8 am - Kovacs
Feb 18th 8 am - Chris MacMillan

10:30 am - Raegan Guglielmo
10:30 am - Jack Collins
10:30 am - Marie Williams
Contact Mary Allen at
203-775-6633 or
chamla@charter.net.

† Men's Bible Study: 1 & 2 Thessalonians

J

oin us this Monday’s as we wrap up our current study on
these two letters from Paul to the Thessalonians. We start
promptly at 7 pm and end just as promptly at 8. Staring on April
9th we’ll tackle Paul’s letters to the Galatians and then the
Colossians!

T

he Ladies Tuesday AM Bible Study is
studying The Gospel of Mark, at 9:15 am
weekly in the Guild Room.

Please join us in study on Tuesdays from 9:15 -11
am. For more info email, Debbi Pomeroy at
debbi415@aol.com. Workbooks are $10.

† Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper Mardi Gras
Valentine’s Day Extravaganza

E

veryone is invited to Saint Paul’s
Annual Pancake Supper on Shrove
Tuesday, February 13th, from 5:30 to 7:00 pm. Come
celebrate the final moments before Lent begins with
pancakes and games, beads and balloons! And since
Valentine’s Day falls on Ash
Wednesday we’ll also celebrate his day
as well
A freewill offering will be accepted.
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Episcopal Church-wide Lenten Book Club:
The Good Book Club (#GoodBookClub) is an invitation to all
Episcopalians to join in reading the Gospel of Luke and the
Book of Acts during Lent - Easter 2018. Episcopalians will start
reading Luke on Sunday, February 11 and read a section of
Luke’s Gospel every day through the season of Lent. The entire
season of Easter will be devoted to daily readings from the
Book of Acts.
Resources also will be available in Spanish at ClubBiblico.org.
Check ECCT Social Media accounts throughout Lent and Easter
for daily readings and reflections.

The Exodus
Save the dates. This
spectacular Biblical pilgrimage
has many options. Fr. Joe
plans on joining for Egypt.
Check out the treasures of
Egypt or Walk in Jesus
Footsteps in the Holy Land.
Do part or all as your schedule
allows. Seeing is believing.

Day 9: Valley of the Kings - This
morning we visit the Valley of
the Kings (where many ancient
pharaohs were buried) and the
famous Temple of Hatshepsut,
the princess who perhaps
pulled baby Moses out of the
Nile. This temple may have
been designed by Moses. We
have dinner and overnight on
board.
14

† Sloth

O

ur next sin is sloth. I can imagine your thoughts about this word: it can be an
animal that hangs from trees and is mainly in the African jungle, or it can mean,
according to Merriam Webster, spiritual apathy and inactivity. I have seen in many elderly
the spiritual inactivity because of their physical or mental condition, but I worry about
spiritual apathy. Their families have either moved away or they are so busy that their
parents, grandparents, are left twitting their thumbs. There is nothing to live for. This is
real apathy. According to many articles on the elderly, the highest amount of suicide occurs
in this age bracket. I am saying ages 65 and up. Many times, it is financial where the
elderly have to choose between paying for medicine or buying food. They cannot pay their
everyday expenses because they either do not have a nest egg or the Social Security is not
enough. The elderly were brought up that you go to church, go through the motions of the
service and then you go home. There is no one in the church to pray with them or find out if
they need help. Their ministers when giving their sermons are not preaching Jesus or God
or the Golden Rule, they are preaching using words that no one is paying attention to.
Now there is spiritual inactivity in Matthew 25:14-30 when it talks about the parable of
the talents. The three servants were entrusted in different amounts and the master was very
happy with the first two servants who increased their amounts. Angry with the servant who
buried his talent, the master took it and gave it to the first. I see the sin of sloth in the third
servant. My brothers and sisters, don’t be like the third servant and don’t be like people
who don’t care for their elders. We are our brother’s keeper as it says in Genesis 4:9. Yes,
we are our brother’s keeper. Jesus, I remember you saying in scripture that ‘when you give
a glass of water to someone, you are giving it unto me.’
Abba Father, I pray for my brothers and sisters that they will not be slothful in their
walk with you. I pray that you will show them how to love and how to care for their fellow
man. Have the Holy Spirit put a fire in their souls and spirits that they may show the
Shakina light from inside. Amen
Susan Balla BSNAC - Ministry on Aging, Episcopal Church in CT.

life is filled by many, who
J esus’
make demands on his time. In
spite of these heavy demands, he
still makes time to be alone in
prayer. As a faithful follower, does
your life follow his pattern of prayer
and action?

† Happy Birthday to You!

S

tuart Terrill celebrates today! Throw a party
on Saturday for Heather Melody, Heather
Onorato & Patrick Kane. Bake a cake for Joyce
McKenna on Sunday. Lois Hunt & Roseann Hodge
will be another year older and wiser on Tuesday.
Erinn O’Hara & Maxwell Hodge will be blowing out
candles on Wednesday. Have a blessed day everyone!
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Holy Land Revisited
† Dr. Edward Robinson in the Holy Land
The Father of Biblical Archaeology 

M

ost people have never heard of Dr. Edward Robinson, and
unless you visit Israel, you will most likely never learn about
this American scholar either. But if you do go to Israel, you
will hear his name a lot. His explorations in 1838, for almost three
months on horseback, earned him the title “the Father of Biblical
Archaeology.”
The son of a Congregational minister, Robinson was born in
Southington, Connecticut. After graduating from Hamilton
College in 1816, he became a professor of biblical literature at
Andover Theological Seminary in Massachusetts and later, Union Theological Seminary.
He studied abroad in Germany and Palestine, was an expert in classical Greek, and
eventually mastered Hebrew.
One of the great biblical scholars of his era, Robinson published several volumes that
were based on careful personal exploration of ancient biblical sites. Armed with a compass,
a telescope, and a Bible, he made several important identifications of
landmarks, and his writings had a significant impact on modern
archaeology. Probably his two most important finds were Hezekiah’s
Tunnel, and the Arch at the southwestern wall in Jerusalem that is named
after him today.
Robinson's Arch is a masonry stub about 50 feet long that projects out of
the face of the Western Wall, just
south of the Wailing Wall, in a
semi-enclosed area filled with
rubble from the Roman
destruction in 70 A.D. It was the
support for a massive stair case
that led up from shops and
markets on the street level to a
gate at the Temple Mount. Near this
corner, priests
would be posted on
the Sabbath to
sound the shofar
horns, as
evidenced by a cornerstone discovered with the Hebrew
inscription, “To the place of trumpeting.” This stone was
originally at the pinnacle of the southwestern corner of the
Temple Mount, with a busy street below.
Near the Huldah Gates, right around the corner from the
arched stairway, ritual baths were discovered. These baths
were used for cleansing and purifying entrants to the Temple.
Some now think that the common Jews entered here at the
Huldah Gates, and that only the Temple priests used the
arched entrance. It’s hard to be sure, but we can be sure that
(Continued on page 17)
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(Continued from page 16)

Dr. Edward Robinson

Robinson made an impact in Israel.
A devout skeptic, Robinson found over 100 biblical sites, including the
remains of Herod Agrippa’s wall expansion in 41 A.D., the ancient city
of Gibeon (1852), Shiloh (1838), Mikhmash (1852), and Hezekiah’s
Tunnel (1838). Robinson’s tunnel discovery shook the archaeological
world, and he was the first to conclude that Hezekiah's Tunnel was
simultaneously chiseled from opposing ends. After seeing these two
archaeological marvels, you won’t read the Bible the same way again,
all thanks to the tireless efforts of one obscure man on horseback…the
Father of Biblical Archaeology, Dr. Edward Robinson.

† Who’s Your Favorite: Vote in Our Souper Bowl
Help our local food banks and at the same time vote your favorite by bringing
in cans of soup to represent your team: Pepper Pot soup is a Philadelphia
pick and obviously New England Clam Chowder is the Patriots choice. Not
a fan of either team, then just bring in your most loved soup. Place cans in
the baskets at the back of the church and everyone wins.

† Transforming Saints of God

N

Thursday, February 1st
Brigid (Bride)
Scottish Presbyterian Missionary to West Africa, 523

ext to Patrick, Brigid is the most beloved of Irish saints. Born at Fauchart about
the middle of the fifth century, she may have met Patrick as a young girl. She
was said to be the daughter of Dubhthach, poet laureate of King Loeghaire, and
was reared in a Druid household. She decided early in life to dedicate
her life to God alone as a Christian. She received a nun’s veil from
Bishop Macaile of Westmeath.
Gathering around her a group of women, Brigid, in 470, founded a
nunnery at Kildare, a place whose name meant “Church of the Oak.”
Here had flourished the cult of a pagan goddess, from which it was
said to have derived the sacred fire, which she and her successors
maintained. To secure the sacraments, Brigid persuaded the anchorite
Conlaed to receive episcopal ordination and to bring his community
of monks to Kildare, thus establishing the only known Irish double
monastery of men and women. Brigid actively participated in
policymaking decisions in Church conventions. One story has it that
she received episcopal orders, which may reflect only the fact that she
exercised the jurisdictional authority that was customarily wielded by
medieval abbesses.
Many stories are told of Brigid’s concern for the poor and needy. When a leper woman
asked for milk she was healed also of her infirmity. Two blind men were given their sight.
Best known is the tale that tells of Brigid’s taming of a wolf at the request of a local
chieftain whose pet dog had been killed accidentally by a peasant. The Gaelic name given
to the oyster-catching bird, galle-brigade, attests to her affinity for birds. Her feast day
itself, February 1, was long held sacred as Imbolg, the Celtic festival of Spring.
Brigid died about 523 at Kildare, outside whose small cathedral the foundations of her
fire-house are still shown to tourists. Her remains are said to have been re-interred, at the
time of the Danish invasions of the ninth century, with those of Patrick, at Downpatrick.
Brigid, also known as Bride, was very popular both in Scotland and England, where many
churches have been dedicated to her. The best known of them is that church which was
designed by Christopher Wren on Fleet Street in London. In Wales, Brigid achieved fame
under her Gaelic name Ffraid.
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† Transforming Stewardship
“Rising very early before dawn, he left and went off to a
deserted place, where he prayed…He told them, ‘Let us go on
to the nearby villages that I may preach there also. For this
purpose have I come.’”
– Mark 1:35, 38

I

n Sunday’s Gospel reading we see a perfect example of
stewardship. Jesus gives His time to do all that God
wishes - healing the sick and preaching. But before He begins,
Jesus makes time to be alone with God in prayer. It is through
prayer, spending time with God, that we find the strength to do
what He wishes us to do. Be sure to find time every day to be
with God.

† Greetings from Batavia!

W

e’ve wrapped up day 3 of
recording, and I have to say
that the songs so far are turning out
better than I could have expected. I’m
thrilled with the
work being done
with the team at
Old Bear Studios.
Their attention to
detail and
dedication to
making this
project
something that
we’re all proud of has been incredible.
While the studio recording is nearing completion, there is still a lot
of work to be done over the next 2-3 months in getting the songs
finished and ready for album production. Throughout February and
March, the mix
engineer, producer,
and I will be working on final mixes for
each song - which I can thankfully do
from home. That process should wrap up
shortly after Easter. From there CD
production will begin and I’ll be getting
ready for the album release in May.
I look forward to being back with you
all on Sunday morning!
Patrick
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The
Rector’s
Forum

The Rector’s Forum meets every Sunday in the Guild
Room between services at 9:30 am. It is currently studying
Romans. The study of the Book of Romans has often proven
to be a life-changing exercise. Throughout the history of the
church, lives have been radically transformed through the
impact of Paul’s Epistle to the Romans.

The sacristans for February are Mary Allen, Dori McManus, and Joyce Sarver.
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Upcoming Events in our
Northwest Region
Trinity Institute 2018: Values in Action
Friday, February 2nd from 7 - 9 pm and Saturday, February 3rd from 9 am 3pm
Live Streaming at St. Michael’s, Litchfield
Trinity Wall Street hosts an annual conference called “Trinity Institute.” You
may register and attend the conference in New York City, or you can join
others from the Northwest Region at St. Michael’s, Litchfield where we will be
live streaming the conference! This year, the conference focuses on how we
can create a better world through action and connection. We will explore how
to get grounded and how to discern shared values to form powerful partnerships
that will help us move forward with courageous intention. The conference is a mix
of speakers and facilitated small group breakouts.
Are you and/or a group from your church interested in attending? Please email
Eliza Marth at emarth@episcopalct.org or click here to register. The cost is free,
though please bring a nutritious non-perishable to donate to the Food Pantry at St.
Michael’s. Light refreshments and lunch will be provided on Saturday.
Lay Preaching Class
We are beginning a series of four classes designed to
prepare lay people to preach in the pulpits of their
parish. The goal of the class is to prepare lay people to
preach and to build a support network for lay preachers.
If you are interested*, or if you are a lay preacher who
would like to join a community of support, please email
our Northwest Region Missionary, Eliza Marth at
emarth@episcopalct.org. *Support from the rector/priest
in charge of your parish is required to participate in the
class
Update: This pilot class is full and will be kicking off in
February! Email Eliza if you are interested in
participating in the next round
Annual Northwest Region Convocation
Saturday, June 23rd at White Memorial in Litchfield
Everyone is invited to join the Northwest Region Leadership Team for our 2 nd
Annual Northwest Region Convocation. We will have time to meet one another,
pray together, and to discuss what God is up to in our Region. Please save and
share the date - more details will be sent out closer to the event.
Pilgrimage to Egypt and the Holy Land
Egypt: June 28-July 10, 2018 Holy Land: July 10-19, 2018
Organized by St. Paul’s in Brookfield
For the past 5 years, St. Paul’s in Brookfield in conjunction with surrounding
Episcopal parishes, has gone on a pilgrimage to Biblical sites. They are widening
the circle and inviting anyone in the Northwest Region who is interested to join!
This trip will enliven your faith by learning history, following in the literal footsteps of
where Jesus, the disciples and the prophets before them trod, and seeing a bit of
the cultural and environmental context from which the stories of the Bible grew.
This year, the trip has two parts, beginning in Egypt and ending in the Holy Land.
This trip has many options, as your schedule and finances allow. So far this year,
(Continued on page 21)
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Episcopalians will be joining from St. Andrew’s in Kent and Marbledale as well
as St. Paul’s in Woodbury and Brookfield. If you are interested, please email
David Szen at dszen@yahoo.com.
Second Sunday at Camp Washington
2nd Sunday of each month from 4:30 - 6:30 pm
Join us the second Sunday of each month for a time
of learning, reflection, and community. Guest
speakers (both ordained and lay people) will offer a
short program, followed by worship, concluding with
dinner. Spend time in thought and prayer surrounded
by the natural beauty of Camp Washington. There is
no cost for this program, however we ask guests to
consider making a free will offering to our financial aid
program, and we also encourage guests to bring a nonperishable food item for our local pantry program.
Please RSVP by calling 860-567-9623 or
camp@campwashington.org. We hope you can join us!

Get Connected
Check the Northwest Region – Episcopal Church in Connecticut Facebook page!
Like us and we will like you – share your parish events – find out about Northwest
Region events:
www.facebook.com/NorthwestRegionECCT
Eliza Marth
Northwest Region Missionary
emarth@episcopalct.org 860-387-2190

To Contend, Not To Compromise

F

rom the very beginning, the enemies of truth launched an effort to infiltrate and
confuse the people of God by mangling the truth and by blending lies with Christian
doctrine… That was the case in the
Corinthian church, where false teachers
brought with them a quasi-Christian
syncretism of gospel truth, Jewish
legalism, and pagan mysticism. They
were eager to blend the people of God
with the pagan worshipers, and the truth
of Scripture with the lies of Satan.
Undiscerning believers who partner
in a common spiritual cause with
unbiblical forms of Christianity or other
false religions open the door wide to
satanic corruption. The appearance of
unity, no matter how enticing, is not worth sacrificing the clarity of the gospel.
Furthermore, embracing those heretical systems falsely reassures their followers that all is
well between them and God, when actually they are headed for eternal damnation.
Partnering in a spiritual enterprise with unbelievers helps Satan muddy the doctrinal waters,
and it cripples our ability to preach the need for repentance. Scripture is clear about how we
are to respond when the very foundations of the Christian faith are under attack: our duty is
to contend, not compromise.
– John MacArthur, The Cost of Compromise.
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† This Sunday’s Readings
Restored to Wholeness
Isaiah 40:21-31
n our Hebrew Bible lesson the prophet Isaiah summons the
Mark 1:29-39
people to renew their trust and confidence in God. God alone is
sovereign, the Lord of all that exists, the creator of the earth and its
Jesus' followers have an
creatures and the fount of understanding. Those who turn to the Lord
immediate and worthy
will find their strength replenished: they will not be disappointed.
need that should be
Psalm 147:1-12, 21c
A hymn of praise to the Lord, who rules over nature in wisdom and
attended to. It is
has shown faithfulness to Israel.
something they have
1 Corinthians 9:16-23
already done - with great
In this reading we learn how Paul seeks to become all things to all
people in order that he may freely and without hindrance share the
success - and could do
gospel with them. He takes no special pride in his preaching of the
again - also likely with
gospel because that is his commission from the Lord. In order not to
great success. Very
create unnecessary difficulties, he is willing to live under the law among
Jews and outside the law among Gentiles. Some may misunderstand
tempting. But it is not,
and think him unprincipled, but Paul’s only
"What I came out to do."
concern is the essentials of the gospel.
Mark 1:29-39
Our gospel tells of healing events which took place toward the
beginning of Jesus’ ministry. Peter’s mother-in-law is cured of fever.
Many flock to Jesus. He heals them and casts out the demons who
recognize him for who he is. A brief retreat ends because of the
pressing need to continue his mission. The power of the kingdom of
God is made manifest through his words and deeds.

I

† Pick Up Your Copy Today!
Synthesis CE Study Guides for each weeks readings will
be available at the back of the church.

† Sermon Shorts

"W

hat do you expect? To replay all
our sermons, audio and videos
follow this link for the Sunday Sermons.
Check out our Sermon Archives as well.
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† Your Prayers Are Requested For…

t is such an intimate time when praying for the health and well being of others and
such a privilege. The people that we lift up to The Lord are part of our hearts for all
time. Please pray for…
.....Fr. George Hall, Brenda Darling,
Jean Stauffer, Lorraine Estok and other
parishioners convalescing in extended care
facilities.
.....Immanuel St. James, Derby; Epiphany,
Durham; St. Gabriel’s, East Berlin; St.
Stephen’s, East Haddam.
.....Revival at St. Paul’s and the greater Danbury area.
.....Comite Hispano, Spanish language Cursillo, Latino/Hispanic ministry in CT.
.....Ginny Beck, Clayton Ferry, Gary Stein, Joe & Barbara Hock, Sue Balla, Rose
Barrett, Jim Megura, Jay Lawrence, Alex, Teresa Stacchiotti, Mary DeAnzeris,
Anthony, Paul Kovacs, Michele Sarver, Denise, Lee Rybos, Sandy Chaleski, Pam
Altemus, Stu Terrill, David Lindsay, Susan & Rhonda continued healing.
.....the people of the Republic of Kazakhstan; the people of Bulgaria; Diocese of Argyll &
The Isles - (Scotland) The Rt Revd Kevin Pearson; and our sister and brother members of
the Primitive Baptist.
.....Christians in the Middle East facing persecution at the hands of ISIS forces. Pray also
for radical Muslims throughout the world to come to know Jesus Christ.
.....Michael for protection from mortar attacks in Somalia with the UN peacekeeping
service.
.....Victory Christian Center, Danbury and their Food Pantry, which is the recipient of our
food basket collections for the month of February.
.....Immanuel Lutheran Church, Danbury, a partner
congregation of the Jericho Partnership.
.....the Good Use of Leisure.
.....Cathy Schrull, healing, and peace and comfort
during her treatments.
.....Bill Beattie, founder and chairman of the Jericho
Partnership, complete healing of Multiple Myeloma.
.....Harlow family.

† This & That & Links

(Click on pictures or red links for more info)

Links We Like
Things That Make You Think
Back Issues of
Sword Points

The Gospel
According
to Mark
An animated
walk through of
the Gospel
according to
Mark.
Want to see
more?
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February Lay Schedule
Lectors and Intercessors, please remember to check in before the
service in the Vesting Room. Thank You!

February 4th

February 18th

8:00 AM
Welcoming: Cindy & Peter Maier
Acolyte: Jack Powell
Lector: Isaiah 40:21-31 Ingrid Pruss
Intercessor: Dorothy Crocker
Lay Reader: Jay Trott
Lay Reader: Mike Kirner
Psalm 147:1-12, 21c 1 Corinthians 9:16-23

8:00 AM
Welcoming: Pam Szen
Acolyte: John Tuthill
Lector: Genesis 9:8-17 Pam Szen
Intercessor: Linda Pendergast
Lay Reader: Stephen Nagy
Lay Reader: Mike Chengeri
Psalm 25:1-9 1 Peter 3:18-22

10:30 AM
Welcoming: Connie & Dave Williams
Acolyte: Jack Meyer
Lector: Isaiah 40:21-31 Bob Cutting
Intercessor: Connie Williams
Lay Reader: Jim Castronova
Lay Reader: JoAnn Hornak
Psalm 147:1-12, 21c 1 Corinthians 9:16-23

10:30 AM
Welcoming: Laurie DoBosh
Acolyte: JoAnn Hornak
Lector: Genesis 9:8-17 Stephen Nagy
Intercessor: Mary Perry
Lay Reader: Joe Bernardo
Lay Reader: Ray Ferro
Psalm 25:1-9 1 Peter 3:18-22

February 11th

February 25th
Healing Sunday

8:00 AM
Welcoming: Pam Szen / Mike Kirner
Acolyte: Jack Powell
Lector: 2 Kings 2:1-12 Pam Szen
Intercessor: Stephen Nagy
Lay Reader: John Tuthill
Lay Reader: Don Winkley
Psalm 50:1-6 2 Corinthians 4:3-6

8:00 AM
Welcoming: Joyce & John Sarver
Acolyte: Jack Powell
Lector: Genesis 17:1-7, 15-16 Stephen Nagy
Intercessor: Mary Perry
Lay Reader: Mike Chengeri
Lay Reader: John Tuthill
Psalm 22:22-30 Romans 4:13-25

10:30 AM
Welcoming: Laurie DoBosh/Ron Switzer
Acolyte: Joe Bernardo
Lector: 2 Kings 2:1-12 Sandy Chaleski
Intercessor: Stephen Nagy
Lay Reader: JoAnn Hornak
Lay Reader: Jim Castronova
Psalm 50:1-6 2 Corinthians 4:3-6

10:30 AM
Welcoming: Vito Barbieri / Laurie DoBosh
Acolyte: JoAnn Hornak
Lector: Genesis 17:1-7, 15-16 Sandy Chaleski
Intercessor: Dorothy Crocker
Lay Reader: Ray Ferro
Lay Reader: Joe Bernardo
Psalm 22:22-30 Romans 4:13-25

Mail…..Send us photos and info about your travels, your home group, your pets, your
sports teams to stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com.
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February 2018
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

1
5:45 pm Boot Camp

Fri

2 Presentation
3
of Jesus

7:30 am Men’s
Prayer Breakfast

7:30 pm Property
Committee

7:30 am John 21:12

7:30 pm Music Night

4 5 Epiphany

5

8:00 am Traditional
Communion
9:30 am Rector’s Forum
10:30 am Sunday School
10:30 am Contemporary
Communion
5:30 pm Super Bowl
Party

10:00 am Christian

11 Last Epiphany

12

13

8:00 am Traditional
Communion
9:30 am Rector’s Forum
10:30 am Sunday School
10:30 am Contemporary
Communion

7:00 pm Staff Meeting

9:15 am Ladies Bible
Study

18 1 Lent

19 Presidents’
20
Day

8:00 am Traditional
Communion
9:30 am Rector’s Forum
10:30 am Sunday School
10:30 am Contemporary
Communion

25 2 Lent

7:00 pm Men’s Bible
Study
7:00 pm Stephen

26

7

8

9:15 am Ladies Bible
Study

10:00 am Holy
Communion
& Healing

7:30 pm Music Night

5:45 pm Boot Camp
7:30 pm Boy Scouts

10:00 am St. Paul’s
Quilters
7:00 pm Stephen

9

10
7:30 am Men’s
Prayer Breakfast
7:30 am John 21:12

7:00 pm Women’s Bible
Study

Group

10:00 am PraiseMoves
10:00 am Jericho Food
Pantry

5:45 pm Boot Camp
5:30 pm Shrove Tuesday /
Mardi Gras / Valentine’s
Day Event

(Parish Office Closed)

Group

10:00 am PraiseMoves

Ministry

7:30 pm Vestry Meeting
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8:00 am Traditional
Communion
9:30 am Rector’s Forum
10:30 am Sunday School
10:30 am Contemporary
Communion

Caring

6

Sat

9:15 am Ladies Bible
Study
5:45 pm Boot Camp
7:30 pm Boy Scouts

14 Ash
15
Wednesday

16

7:30 pm Music Night

17
7:30 am Men’s
Prayer Breakfast

10:00 am Holy
Communion &
Imposition of Ashes

7:30 am John 21:12

7:30 pm Holy
Communion &
Imposition of Ashes

Group

10:00 am PraiseMoves
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10:00 am Holy
Communion
& Healing

7:00 pm Home Eucharist /
House Blessing

7:30 am Men’s
Prayer Breakfast

7:30 pm Music Night

7:30 am John 21:12

6:30 pm Lenten Series

23

24 St. Matthias

Group

10:00 am PraiseMoves

Ministry

11:00 am St. Paul’s
Quilters

27

28

9:15 am Ladies Bible
Study

10:00 am Holy
Communion
& Healing

5:45 pm Boot Camp
7:30 pm Boy Scouts

6:30 pm Lenten Series

Just For Fun !

(And Christian Fellowship)
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†

Rejoice!

It Takes An Editorial Board
Contributors to this Weeks
Sword Points:

M

ary Allen, Sue Balla, Chris Barrett,
Ron Crowcroft, Carol Ferro, Steve
Hemming, Diane Loring, Bill Loring, Lois
Hunt, Susan Iverson,
Dori McManus, Beth
Miller, Nicole
O’Connors, Patrick
O’Connors, Mary
Perry, Ken Perry,
Kirsten Peterson,
Debbi Pomeroy, Joe
Shepley, Tara
Shepley, David Szen,
Ron Switzer, John
Tuthill, Don Winkley
and Gail Winkley.
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