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March 8, 2018 

Sword Points  
Transforming 

Lives Through 

Jesus Christ 

À  Godôs Presence Is Mighty 
 

Hello friends,  
 

T hank you for your prayers that carried me and the LCC K -9 Comfort 

Dog team to Parkland last week.  We traveled with K -9s Addie and 

Leah, and met up with a dozen other LCC K -9 dogs from Nebraska, Texas, 

Massachusetts, Georgia, and many other places.  

In the middle of pain, I saw hope, fear and peace lived side by side, and 
anxiety was alongside calm.  

We started the week being available to the teachers and staff as they 

first reported, on Wednesday the students were returning.  That first day, 

the adrenaline flowed as we drove past the media trucks and police to get 

into Marjory  Stoneman Douglas High School.  
I had that brief thoughté.will I know what to do?  My prayers changed 

to be really short ð Jesus help me, Holy Spirit give the words to say, 
Heavenly Father, love them.  Lord, show me where to go.  

Once there, we received our day one assignments and Addie and I 

headed off to our teacher and her class.  Right from the beginning God 

showed me that He was there, on the throne and in control.  And that He, 
in His wisdom and for His purpose, had sent me to this place.  

The first student who came up to Addie and was 

petting her, responded when I mentioned we were 

from Connecticut, òOh I used to live in CTó, where I 

asked, òDanbury and Brookfield.ó  I kind of stared 

at her for a few long seconds realizing that this 
was a major God moment.  But God wasnõt done. 

The next student came up and mentioned when 

I said we were from CT, òOh I used to live in 

CT,ó  (I almost said, Of course you did ˋ), where I 

askedé.óSandy Hookó she said. 
Unbelievable.  Yet not unbelievable at all.  

God is present when there is pain, anxiety, fear, 

love, peace, calmness é all of it.  And He will use 

us mightily for His purpose.  

I would like to share with you a passage from 
the book All In  by Mark Batterson.  

God doesnõt call the qualified.  He qualifies the 
called.  And the litmus test isnõt experience or 
expertise.  Itõs availability and teachability.  If you are willing to go when 
God gives you a green light, He will take you to inaccessible places to do 
impossible things.  

He will indeed.  
With love and comfort, Mary Perry  

http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com
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À  Live as We Put Our Trust in Him 
 

"To this you were called, because Christ suffered for you, leaving you an example, that 

you should follow in his steps."                1 P 2:21 
 

Dear Friends, 
 

 Christ died for our sins.  Freed from 

sin and death eternally, we now truly 

live as we put our trust in Him.  One 

way we now live the life of God is by 

discovering God's call over us revealing 

our true purpose. 
 

 May this Lent be a time where we 

support one another as our call is heard, 

our purpose refined and our hope 

renewed, all to God's glory. 
 

Faithfully, 

 

 
Thu, Mar   8 - 7:30 pm - Music Night, Sanctuary 

Sat, Mar 10 - 7:30 am - Menôs Prayer Breakfast, Crocker Hall 

  7:30 am - John 21:12 Group, Bridgewater Village Store 

  10:00 am - Praise Moves, Crocker Hall 

  10:00 am - Jericho Food Pantry, Danbury 

Sun, Mar 11 -  Fourth Sunday in Lent 

  8:00 am - Traditional Holy Communion  (LiveStream) (Facebook) 

  9:30 am - Rectorôs Forum, Guild Room 

  10:30 am - Sunday School 

  10:30 am - Contemporary Holy Communion  (LiveStream) (Facebook) 

Mon, Mar 12 - 7:00 pm - Staff Meeting, RectorôsOffice 

  7:30 pm - Vestry Meeting, Guild Room 

Tue, Mar 13 - 9:15 am - Ladies Bible Study, Guild Room 

  5:45 pm - Boot Camp, Crocker Hall 

  7:00 pm - Boy Scout Troop #5, Crocker Hall 

Wed, Mar 14 - 10:00 am - Holy Communion 

 - 6:30 pm - Lenten Series, Crocker Hall  (LiveStream) (Facebook) 

Thu, Mar 15 - 7:30 pm - Music Night, Sanctuary 

Sat, Mar 17 - 7:30 am - Menôs Prayer Breakfast, Crocker Hall 

  7:30 am - John 21:12 Group, Theoôs Diner, New Milford 

  10:00 am - PraiseMoves, Crocker Hall 

Sun, Mar 18 -  Fifth Sunday in Lent 

  8:00 am - Traditional Holy Communion  (LiveStream) (Facebook) 

  9:30 am - Rectorôs Forum, Guild Room 

  10:30 am - Sunday School 

  10:30 am - Contemporary Holy Communion  (LiveStream) (Facebook) 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+21:12&version=NRSVA
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/livestream.html
https://www.facebook.com/saintpaulsbrookfield/
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/livestream.html
https://www.facebook.com/saintpaulsbrookfield/
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/livestream.html
https://www.facebook.com/saintpaulsbrookfield/
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+21:12&version=NRSVA
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/livestream.html
https://www.facebook.com/saintpaulsbrookfield/
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/livestream.html
https://www.facebook.com/saintpaulsbrookfield/
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À  Nowõs The Time!  
by Steve Hemming 

 

ñ11And do this, knowing the time, that now it is high time to awake out of sleep; for 
now our salvation is nearer than when we first believed.  12 The night is far spent, the day 
is at hand.  Therefore let us cast off the works of darkness, and let us put on the armor of 
light.  13 Let us walk properly, as in the day, not in revelry and drunkenness, not in 
lewdness and lust, not in strife and envy.  14 But put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make 
no provision for the flesh, to fulfill its lusts.  R  13:11-14 

 

A re you walking in Godôs perfect will for your life?  Are you ready for the imminent 
return of our Lord Jesus Christ?  If your answer to either question is ñNo,ò then let 

the words of the Apostle Paul in the Romans 
passage above serve as a wake-up call, to motivate 
you to action.  Letôs take an in-depth look at each 
verse, individually: 
Verse 11 ï And do this, knowing the time, that 

now it is high time to awake out of sleep; for now 
our salvation is nearer than when we first believed. 
Regarding His return, Jesus tells us that no one 

but our Heavenly Father knows the day and hour, 
but until that time comes, we are to take heed, and 
watch and pray1.  Surely, we do not want Jesus to 
come suddenly, and find us sleeping2, just like He 
found the disciples when He was praying in the 
Garden of Gethsemane3.  As Jesus admonished Peter and the others, He likewise warns us; 
ñWatch and pray, lest you enter into temptation.  The spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh is 
weak4.ò  Peter learned from that particular experience, as he wrote in his First Epistle, ñthe 
end of all things is at hand; therefore be serious and watchful in your prayers5.ò  We would 
be well served to take to heart the Lordôs and Peterôs urging, and pray always with all prayer 
and supplication in the Spirit, being watchful to this end with all perseverance and 
supplication for all the saints6. 
Verse 12 ï The night is far spent, the day is at hand.  Therefore let us cast off the works 

of darkness, and let us put on the armor of light. 
We were once darkness, but now we are light in the Lord.  As such, we are called to 

walk as children of light7, and no longer have fellowship with the unfruitful works of 
darkness, but rather expose them8.  In order to obediently follow Jesus, the true Light of the 
world, and have the light of life9, we need to cast away all our transgressions10, lay aside all 
filthiness and overflow of wickedness11, awake to righteousness, and sin no more12.  In order 
to keep darkness at bay, we must regularly put on the whole armor of God in order that we 
can stand against the wiles of the devil13.  Jesus declared that we are the light of the world14.  
So, may our light so shine before men, that they may see our good works and glorify our 
Father in heaven15. 
Verse 13 ï Let us walk properly, as in the day, not in revelry and drunkenness, not in 

lewdness and lust, not in strife and envy. 
May we walk worthy of the Lord, fully pleasing Him, being fruitful in every good 

work16.  You may wonder, how can we do this?  First, it is important that we set our minds 
on things above, where Christ is, who is sitting at the right hand of God, and not on things of 
the earth17.  Second, we need to strive to walk in the Spirit, so that we will not gratify the 
desires of our flesh18.  Now the works of the flesh are evident, which are: adultery, 
fornication, uncleanness, lewdness, idolatry, sorcery, hatred, contentions, jealousies, 
outbursts of wrath, selfish ambitions, dissensions, heresies, envy, murders, drunkenness, 
revelries, and the like.  Those who practice such things will not inherit the kingdom of 
God19.  But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, kindness, goodness, 
faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control20. 
Verse 14 ï But put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh, to 

fulfill its lusts. 

(Continued on page 4) 
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With regard to our former way of life, we are to put off the old man which grows corrupt 
according to the deceitful lusts, and be renewed in the spirit of our mind, and put on the new 
man which was created according to God, in true righteousness and holiness21.  We need to 
put to death all that belongs to our earthly nature: sexual immorality, impurity, lust, evil 
desires, and greed, which is idolatry22.  For if we live according to the flesh we will die; but 
if by the Spirit we put to death the deeds of the body, we will live23.  Therefore do not let sin 
reign in your mortal body, that you should obey it in its lusts.  And do not present your 
members as instruments of unrighteousness to sin, but present yourselves to God as being 
alive from the dead, and your members as instruments of righteousness to God24.  Since 
Christ suffered for us in the flesh, we must arm ourselves also with the same mind, for he 
who has suffered in the flesh has ceased from sin, that he no longer should live the rest of 
his time in the flesh for the lusts of men, but for the will of God25. 
Now that weôve had the chance to take a closer look at Romans 13:11-14, have you 

sensed a renewed urgency to walk in greater obedience before our Lord, and prepare more 
earnestly for His return?  If not, what are you waiting for? 

(Continued from page 3) 

1  Mark 13:32-33 
  2  Mark 13:35-36 
  3 Matthew 26:40 
  4 Matthew 26:41 
  5 1 Peter 4:7 
  6 Ephesians 6:18 
  7  Ephesians 5:8 

  8 Ephesians 5:11  
  9 John 8:12 
10 Ezekiel 18:31 
11 James 1:21 
12 1 Corinthians 15:34 
13 Ephesians 6:11 
14 Matthew 5:14 

15 Matthew 5:16 
16 Colossians 1:10 
17 Colossians 3:1-2 
18 Galatians 5:16 
19 Galatians 5:19-21 
20 Galatians 5:22-23 
21 Ephesians 4:22-24 

22 Galatians 3:5 
23 Romans 8:13 
24 Romans 6:12-13 
25 1 Peter 4:1-2 

À  Transforming Stewardship 
  

ñFor God so loved the world that he gave his only Sonéò   - J  3:16 
  

O f all the wonderful gifts that God has given to 

us, the gift of His own Son is 

truly the greatest.  How can we 

ever thank God for a gift like 

that?  God does not ask us to 

sacrifice our own precious 

firstborn, but He does ask that 

we be generous in making some 

sacrifices for Him. 

Nowôs The Time! 
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À  Transforming Saints of God 
Thursday, March 8th 

 

Geoffrey Anketell Studdert Kennedy 
Priest & Poet, 1929 

 

Geoffrey Anketell Studdert Kennedy (June 27, 1883 - March 8, 
1929), was an Anglican priest and poet.  He was nicknamed 'Woodbine 
Willie' during World War I for giving Woodbine cigarettes along with 
spiritual aid to injured and dying soldiers. 
Born in Leeds in 1883, Kennedy was the seventh of nine children 

born to Jeanette Anketell and William Studdert Kennedy, a vicar in 
Leeds.  He was educated at Leeds Grammar School and Trinity College, 
Dublin, where he gained a degree in classics and divinity in 1904. 
After a year's training, he became a curate in Rugby and then, in 

1914, the vicar of St. Pauls, Worcester.  On the outbreak of war, 
Kennedy volunteered as a chaplain to the armed forces on the Western 
Front, where he gained the nickname 'Woodbine Willie', for his practice 
of giving out Woodbine cigarettes to soldiers.  In 1917, he won the 
Military Cross at Messines Ridge after running into no man's land to 
help the wounded during an attack on the German frontline.  He wrote a 
number of poems about his experiences, and these appeared in the 
books Rough Rhymes of a Padre (1918), and More Rough Rhymes 
(1919). 
After the war, Kennedy was given charge of St. Edmund King and 

Martyr in Lombard Street, London.  Having been converted to Christian 
socialism and pacifism during the war, he wrote Lies (1919), Democracy and the Dog-Collar 
(1921) (featuring such chapters as "The Church Is Not a Movement but a Mob," "Capitalism 
is Nothing But Greed, Grab, and Profit-Mongering," and "So-Called Religious Education 
Worse than Useless"), Food for the Fed Up (1921), The Wicket Gate (1923), and The Word 
and the Work (1925).  He moved to work for the Industrial Christian Fellowship, for whom 
he went on speaking tours of Britain.  It was on one of these tours that he was taken ill, and 
died in Liverpool. 

Greeters Needed 
  

Greeting people in a warm way makes them 
feel good about their presence in church. 

  

At St. Paulôs, we are always looking for 
people who feel called to serve in this 

important ministry. 
  

If you are interested in becoming a greeter, 
please contact Pam Szen 
(prszen@gmail.com) 
or David Szen 
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À   Grumbling or Gratitude?  
by John Tuthill 

 

"Come, all you who are thirsty, come to the waters 
and you who have no money,  

come, buy and eat!  
Come, buy wine and milk without money and without cost!" 

 - I  55:1 (NIV) 
 

I 
'd like to complain.  Checking my Bible again today for an up-date, it seems that 

complaining STILL has not yet been added as a "fruit of the Spirit."  Say them with 

me here if you remember learning the nine things on this list from your days back in 

Sunday school (or you can look the list up in Galatians 5:22-23 ESV); "love, joy, peace, 

patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control..."  As a follower of 

Jesus, complaining needs to become a lost art, especially in light of all that He provides, 

which is , well...just everything.  

Even with our vantage point having the Bible complete in our hands from beginning to 

end, most people still voice complaints now and again, even complaints to God in prayer, 

and He is patient and lovingly listens.  There was 

not shortage of people complaining to God 

throughout the Bible; the people complained 

bitterly to Moses as told in the readings this 

Sunday (Numbers 21:5), "...we detest this 

miserable food."  The first complainer may have 

been Adam in the garden, "...the woman YOU 

put here with me, SHE gave me the fruit..."  And 

what about Moses himself complaining to God 

(and even making God's patience wear thin).  

When he met God in the burning bush (Exodus 3

-4) Moses complained, "...but I am slow of 

speech..."  Then King David too, offered up 

complaints to God found in the Psalms, "Why do 

the nations rage and the people plot in 

vain?" (Psalm 2:1), "Everyone is uttering lies to 

his neighbor with flattering lips..." (Psalm 12).  

And then, of course, there was Job.  Job 

managed to complain in such a way as the Bible 

says, that his complaints  were kept in humility 

and were not counted as sin (see Job 1:22). 

 In Philippians 2:14-15 we are challenged to 

avoid grumbling or complaining in order to keep 

our witness of God shining to the world, "Do all things without grumbling or disputing, that 

you may be blameless and innocent, children of God without blemish in the midst of a 

crooked and twisted generation, among whom you shine as lights in the world.ò 

So, at least by some of the examples in the Bible, it may not be exactly wrong to openly 

voice complaints to our Creator, Sustainer and Redeemer.  But just as when we boast, we 

can boast in the Lord instead of in ourselves (1 Corinthians 1:31), if we must complain to 

the Lord, it might be an idea for complaints to Him be about our own sinfulness and wanting 

to grow into that righteousness that Jesus has already provided.  If we complain about our 

own sin, He is quick to forgive us and put us right (1 John 1:9).  God can give us a new 

heart, one that rejoices in Him and never even considers a reason to grumble at all. 

Thanks be to God! 


