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March 22, 2018 

Sword Points 
Transforming 

Lives Through 

Jesus Christ 

 

†  “Not Just Talking, But Walking” 
 
 

If we say that we have fellowship (koinonia) with Him, and walk in 
darkness, we lie and do not practice the truth.  But if we walk in 

the light as He is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, 

and the blood of Jesus Christ His Son cleanses us from all sin. 
 (John 1:6-7) 

 

Dear Friends, 

T he Greek word, koinonia, was 
emphasized in last Sunday's sermon, 

where it was noted that it occurs nearly twenty 
times in the New Testament.  It means 
"participation, communion or fellowship."  Last 
Sunday's focus was on how it is used to speak of 
participation in Holy Communion, specifically 
the Cup of Christ. 

 The above Scripture uses the word, translated 
"fellowship," in this context, to speak of the importance of having koinonia with 
Christ, which then flows into our relationship with others.  Authentic koinonia 
involves not just talking, but walking our faith in the light of our Savior. 

 This week, a member of our Vestry, Susan Champagne, writes on page 4 about 
her sense of koinonia since coming to St. Paul's.  Her experience allows us to gain a 
deeper sense of what true spiritual fellowship can mean.  As we approach Holy 
Week, our prayer is that God will 
expand our participation through 
our services while strengthening 
our fellowship with Christ, and one 
another, all to the glory of God. 

A blessed Holy Week to come, 

http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com
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†   Sermons in Stone 
by John Tuthill 

 

"For it stands in Scripture: 
'Behold, I am laying in Zion a stone, a cornerstone chosen and precious, 

and whoever believes in him will not be put to shame.'” 
 - 1 Peter 2:6 (ESV) 

 

W hen St. Paul's Parish takes our "Exodus" journey this June and July 2018 to "The 

Best of Israel" and tothe Holy Land, one of the many very exciting sights and 

stops on the itinerary will be a visit to the Egyptian pyramids.  As they gaze at the ancient 

stones of the Pharaohs, our adventurous St. Paul's group of "Innocents 

Abroad" can share with the tour guide this "fun fact": the stones back home 

in our world-famous State of Connecticut have been stacked into a total of 

20,505 miles of stone wall - and 

that's enough to wrap around 

82% of the earth's the equator in 

case anyone wonders.  But wait, 

there's more!  Taken together, 

all the stone walls of New 

England and New York 

combined extend many more 

miles than there is coastline of the entire 

United States.  By one estimate, the hours of 

backbreaking labor that went into building our 

walls would have been enough to build Pharaoh's pyramids - one hundred times over. 

Jesus is named in a prophecy reading that is appointed for us to hear this Sunday during 

our "Liturgy of the Palms."  In Psalm 118:22 we will hear that our Lord is called "the stone 

the builders rejected" (and see also in Matthew 21:42-43 where Jesus Himself quotes this 

exact passage back in an answer to the Chief Priests and the elders also).  How many other 

places throughout the Scriptures is the Savior called "The Rock"?  Here are only a few and 

there are many more than these; in 1 Corinthians 10:4 we read that "...and all drank the same 

spiritual drink.  For they drank from the spiritual ROCK that followed them, and the Rock 

was Christ."  In Ephesians 2:20 it encouragingly tells us that, "...you are...fellow citizens 

with God's people...built on the 

foundation of the Apostles and the 

Prophets, with Christ Jesus Himself as 

the chief corner stone."  And, in the 

Old Testament, Hannah, the mother of 

Samuel says this, "...there is no rock 

like our God" (1 Samuel 2:1-2 ESV).  

"The Lord is my Rock, my fortress 

and my deliverer, my God, my rock, 

in Whom I take refuge..." (Psalm 

18:2).  "Hosanna in the Highest!" 

Thanks be to God! 
"As You Like It", Act II, Scene I by William Shakespeare  

"It is quite true that there are sermons in stones," 

wrote Mr. F. Ratchford Starr (1821-1899), farmer and Christian author 

from Litchfield, CT, 

"The earth too is a sermonizer of no mean order!"  (Psalm 19) 
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†  Transforming Stewardship 
 

“Pilate again said to them, ‘Then what shall I do with the man whom you call 

the King of the Jews?’  And they cried out again, ‘Crucify him.’”   

 - Mark 15:12-13 
 

J esus told us “whatever you do for the least of my brothers, you do for me.”  

Every day we are presented opportunities to help someone.  Every day we 

have the opportunity to see the face of Jesus in others and be the face of Jesus to 

others.  Pray for the strength and courage to stand up for those in need of our help. 

 

 

Thu, Mar 22 - 7:30 pm - Music Night, Sanctuary 
Fri, Mar 23 - 7:30 pm - Movie Night at AMC Loews, “Paul, Apostle of Christ” 
Sat, Mar 24 - 7:30 am - Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Crocker Hall 
  7:30 am - John 21:12 Group, Theo’s Diner, New Milford 
  9:30 am - PraiseMoves, Crocker Hall 
  10:30 am - St. Paul’s Quilter’s, Crocker Hall 
Sun, Mar 25 - Sunday of the Passion: Palm SundaySunday of the Passion: Palm SundaySunday of the Passion: Palm Sunday 
  8:00 am - Traditional Holy Communion  (LiveStream) (Facebook) 
  9:30 am - Rector’s Forum, Guild Room 
  10:30 am - Sunday School 
  10:30 am - Contemporary Holy Communion (LiveStream) (Facebook) 
Tue, Mar 27 - 9:15 am - Ladies Bible Study, Guild Room 
  5:45 pm - Boot Camp, Crocker Hall 
  7:00 pm - Boy Scout Troop #5, Crocker Hall 

  7:30 pm - Tenebrae  (LiveStream) (Facebook) 
Wed, Mar 28 - 10:00 am - Holy Communion & Healing 
  7:30 pm - Music Night, Sanctuary 
Thu, Mar 29 -  Maundy ThursdayMaundy ThursdayMaundy Thursday 
  7:30 pm - Maundy Thursday Liturgy, Foot Washing,  

Stripping of the Altar, Holy Communion  (LiveStream) (Facebook) 

Fri, Mar 30 -  Good FridayGood FridayGood Friday 
  10:00 am - Ecumenical Good Friday Walk 
  12:00 pm - Good Friday Liturgy & Ante-Communion  (LiveStream) 
  6:30 pm - Stations of the Cross 
  7:30 pm - Good Friday Liturgy & Ante-Communion  (LiveStream) 
Sat, Mar 31 -  Holy SaturdayHoly SaturdayHoly Saturday 
 - 7:30 am - Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Crocker Hall 
  7:30 am - John 21:12 Group, Theo’s Diner, New Milford 
  9:30 am - PraiseMoves, Guild Room 
  10:30 am - Children’s Easter Celebration 
  7:30 pm - The Great Vigil of Easter  (LiveStream) 
Sun, Apr   1 -  

  7:30 am - Traditional Holy Communion  (LiveStream) (Facebook) 
  9:00 am - Contemporary Holy Communion (LiveStream) (Facebook) 
  10:30 am - Contemporary Holy Communion (LiveStream) (Facebook) 

How to make your own palm cross video. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kmtg7m7Ion8
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+21:12&version=NRSVA
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/livestream.html
https://www.facebook.com/saintpaulsbrookfield/
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/livestream.html
https://www.facebook.com/saintpaulsbrookfield/
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/livestream.html
https://www.facebook.com/saintpaulsbrookfield/
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/livestream.html
https://www.facebook.com/saintpaulsbrookfield/
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+21:12&version=NRSVA
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/livestream.html
https://www.facebook.com/saintpaulsbrookfield/
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/livestream.html
https://www.facebook.com/saintpaulsbrookfield/
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/livestream.html
https://www.facebook.com/saintpaulsbrookfield/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kmtg7m7Ion8
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† Easter Memorials 
  

There are envelopes on the back table for anyone wishing to have 

flowers in the church for Easter Sunday in memory of loved ones and 

friends.  All names will be listed in the Easter bulletin and are due by 

Palm Sunday, March 25th.  Any questions may be directed to Gail 

Winkley at 203-775-3343 or gailwinkley@yahoo.com.  Thank you! 

†       
 

K oinonia... what an interesting word, I thought, as I listened to Fr. Joe‘s sermon on 

Sunday.  I’ve always been a bit of a “word nerd,” even reading the dictionary for 

fun as a kid, but this was a word I was totally unfamiliar with.  As I listened, I began to 

understand that koinonia was a term that described the way we come together, participate, 

and fellowship with one another based upon a shared belief ...in this case, the act of sharing 

in Holy Communion.  I understood koinonia as a term descriptive of the way in which we all 

come to Jesus’ table to receive His symbolic body and blood and to reflect on the ultimate 

sacrifice that He made for all of us.  Key, I thought, was the togetherness and shared intent 

that we have as believers. 

There have been many times when I’ve wished that 

we could have a question and answer period at the end 

of the Sunday sermon, a time for deeper discussion, and 

I find myself just wanting to raise my hand!  Instead, on 

Sunday, I took a pen from my purse and wrote the word, 

koinonia, at the bottom of my bulletin, using my “best 

guess” spelling.  I knew right away that I’d be googling 

it once I got home and I was thrilled, upon doing so, at 

the wealth of information that resulted from my search.  

There was information ranging from the dictionary 

definition of koinonia and details of the word’s origin, to 

YouTube videos of other pastors delivering their own 

sermons on the topic.  To varying degrees, everything that I read and observed fell in line 

with what Fr. Joe had taught.  And then, as I can always count on Him to do, the Holy Spirit 

worked in my heart to help me pull together all of the bits of information that I had gathered 

and to form a conclusion, of sorts, in my mind.  My concluding thought was this: 

Perhaps the strong presence of the Holy Spirit that many seem to feel at St. Paul’s serves 

to strengthen the "coming together," participation, 

fellowship, etc., among our St. Paul’s family.  I hear over 

and over again from my brother and sister parishioners of 

how they were acutely aware of the presence of the Holy 

Spirit within Saint Paul’s the moment they walked through 

the door.  This was my experience as well.  Maybe, by 

each one of us recognizing the presence of God’s Holy 

Spirit, by embracing the direction in which He would have 

us progress (I think He would have us aim to always seek 

and live in His “light”) and by encouraging others to join 

us, we would essentially be demonstrating the essence of 

koinonia.  I was also moved to think of how wonderful it 

would be to live in a country (or a world) in which the 

principles of koinonia existed.  What a wonderful reason to spread the message of God! 

 - Susan Champagne 

mailto:gailwinkley@yahoo.com
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Greeters Needed 
  

Greeting people in a warm way makes 
them feel good about their presence in 

church. 
  

At St. Paul’s, we are always looking for 
people who feel called to serve in this 

important ministry. 
  

If you are interested in becoming a 
greeter, please contact Pam Szen 

(prszen@gmail.com) 
or David Szen 

 

†  Socks & Toiletries for the Homeless 
 

A s the temperature drops and the seasons change remember 
homeless people are on their feet all day, and the only pair of 

socks they own are very likely to be threadbare.  Once again, this year 
we are collecting socks and toiletries for the men’s homeless shelter 
throughout the winter months.  Place donations in the bins in the back 
of the church or Crocker Hall. 

 

 

 

 

†  Transforming Saints of God 
Thursday, March 22nd 

 

James de Koven 
Priest, 1879 

 

J ames de Koven was born in Middletown, Connecticut in 
1831, ordained to the priesthood in 1855, and promptly 

became a professor of Church history at Nashotah House, a 
seminary of the Episcopal Church in Wisconsin.  In 1859 he 
became Warden of Racine College, an Episcopal college in Racine, 
Wisconsin.  Nashotah House was from its inception dedicated to an 
increased emphasis on the real presence of Christ in the Sacrament 
of the Lord's Supper, and on the use of ritual practices that 
recognized and honored that presence.  This met opposition from 
other Christians who were suspicious (1) of anything that suggested 
Roman Catholicism, (2) of anything that seemed fancy and 
pretentious, as opposed to the plain, blunt, simplicity that was 
considered to be an American virtue as well as a virtue of the New Testament Church, and 
(3) of anything that varied from the practices they had become used to as children. 

In the General Conventions of 1871 and 1874, de Koven became the chief spokesman for 
the "ritualists," defending the use of candles, incense, bowing and kneeling, and the like.  He 
reminded his hearers of the numerous assertions by prominent Anglican theologians from 
the Reformation on down who had taught, and the ecclesiastical courts which when the 
question came up had ruled, that it is Anglican belief, shared not only with Romans but with 
Lutherans and Eastern Orthodox, that the presence of the Body and Blood of Christ in the 
Sacrament is a real and objective presence.  However, he was eloquent and firm in saying: 
"The gestures and practices by which we recognize the presence of Christ do not matter.  
Only Christ matters." 

In 1874 he was elected Bishop of Wisconsin, and in 1875 Bishop of Illinois, but because 
he was "controversial" he failed both times to have his election ratified by a majority of 
Bishops and a majority of Standing Committees of Dioceses, as required by canon law. 

He died at his college in Racine, Wisconsin, on 22 March 1879. 
written by James Kiefer 

mailto:prszen@gmail.com
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†  Make the First Move   
by Steve Hemming 

 

     “Draw near to God and He will draw near to you.”              James 4:8 
 
All throughout the Bible we read about God’s desire to have an intimate relationship 

with us.  Instead of trying to play a game of “hide and seek,” God encourages us to draw 
near to Him, as expressed in Jeremiah 29:13; “And you will seek Me and find Me, when you 
search for Me with all your heart.” 

In many instances in His word, when we move towards the Lord with our hearts, He will 
respond and reward us for our act of faith, as noted in Hebrews 11:6; “But without faith it is 
impossible to please Him, for he who comes to God must believe that He is, and that He is a 
rewarder of those who diligently seek Him.”  Here are a few noteworthy examples of how 
God responds to us when we seek Him by faith: 

  “I sought the Lord, and He heard me, 
and delivered me from all my fears.”  
Psalm 34:4 

 “Delight yourself also in the Lord, and 
He shall give you the desires of your 
heart.”  Psalm 37:4 

  “Commit your way to the Lord, trust 
also in Him, and He will do it.”  Psalm 
37:5 

 “Trust in the Lord with all your heart, 
and lean not on your own 
understanding; in all your ways 
acknowledge Him, and He shall direct 

your paths.”  Proverbs 3:5-6 

 “Commit your works to the Lord and 
your plans will be established.”  
Proverbs 16:3 

 “Call to Me, and I will answer you, and 
show you great and mighty things, which 
you do not know.”  Jeremiah 33:3 

Are you waiting for God to move in your 
life?  If so, how about making a move towards 
Him first?  You’ll surely be blessed for doing 
so! 

 

“But seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness, and all these things shall 
be added to you.” Matthew 6:33 

Seeking the 
kingdom of 

God at sunrise 

Overlooking 

Worcester, MA 

– 3/10/18 

Does God give us eternal life because of our works, or because of the work of Jesus?  

That question is at the heart of the book of Galatians.  This new Men’s Bible Study 

explores some of the most essential concepts of the Christian faith including the essence of 

the gospel, the purpose of the Law, our identity as a child of God and walking in the 

†  New Men’s Bible Study Starts Monday, April 16th 
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†  “Can you hear me now?” 
 

O ur new sound system is being 

installed this week and 

hopefully we’ll all be able to better hear 

the sermon, lessons, music and 

announcements. 
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50 Years Ago… 

The Bridgeport Post 

March 24, 1968 

We possess a rare 

recording of the 

performance of “The 

Crucifixion” from 1965 

that you can listen to on 

our website.  Click here. 

http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/who-are-we/how-long-have-we-been-around/1965-performance-of-the-crucifixition.html
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COFFEE HOUR HOSTS 
 

Mar 25th  8 am - Pat Brought    10:30 am - DiSanti / Pascoa 
Apr   1st      Easter Services—No Coffee Hours 
Apr   8th  8 am - Christine MacMillan 10:30 am - Sandy Chadwick 

Contact Mary Allen at 

203-775-6633 or 

chamla@charter.net. 

†  Christ's Entry into Jerusalem [sarcophagus fragment]  
 

Third-Fourth century  

Vatican City. Direzione generale dei musei 
 

T he early Christians freely adopted Roman tradition when it came to burial 

containers.  The Romans decorated their large but portable burial boxes, or 

sarcophagi, with deeply incised relief sculpture.  This sarcophagus, now in the Vatican 

Museum, is an example of the type of early Christian relief sculpture that emphasizes 

Christ's Entry into Jerusalem; the depiction of the Entry is often accompanied by scenes of 

Christ's healing of the sick.  This illustration shows the central portion of this sarcophagus. 

"In the middle comes a double register with two scenes divided by a horizontal bar.  

Below lies the paralyzed man, whether of Bethesda or Capernaum; above, he bears his bed 

away on his back at Christ's command, while the bystanders raise their hands in amazement.  

Then, on the right, Christ is shown, like some victorious emperor, riding in to Jerusalem 

triumphantly, on the donkey. 

The artist has been concerned to bring out as many details of the Biblical narrative as 

possible in the confined space.  One man solemnly raises his hand as if to say, "Blessed is 

he that cometh in the name of the Lord'; others clasp branches which they have "cut from 

the trees" while others again "spread their garments in the way."  At the end an apostle 

holds the conqueror's garland in readiness.  This type of Bethesda sarcophagus, with its 

crowded and confused middle section, was quite widely copied and is found as far away as 

Spain." 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8iV8iSAL0aE
mailto:Hi%20Dave. %20Could%20you%20please%20add%20that%20we%20needs%20Coffee%20Hour%20hCHAMLA@CHARTER.NET
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Follow Us Live 
The best way to participate at St. Paul’s is to attend our worship services and 

join in our various events.  However, there are still times when you might be unable 
to partake because of weather or illness.  Many of our services are available on 
Livestream or Facebook Live.  It has been used by our “Snow Birds,” students away at 
college, parishioners on vacation and former members who have moved away.  Why 

not introduce it to your friends who may be looking for a church and don’t know 
what to expect?  The services can be watched live or later for up to three weeks 
online.  Just click on the LiveStream button or tab on our website for more info.  

http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/livestream.html
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Holy Land Revisited 

†  Mount of Olives   
 

D uring biblical times, the Mount of Olives was covered with ancient 
olive trees, and is one mountain north of Mt. Zion with breathtaking 

views of the Old City, the City of David, and the Kidron Valley. 
It was there that Jesus encouraged His disciples and gave them their 

instructions after He would be crucified (Matthew 24). 
Jesus spent the night there before His arrest, in the gardens at Gethsemane.  

It was on this mount where He wept over Jerusalem.  “When He approached Jerusalem, He 
saw the city and wept over it.” (Luke 19:41) 

Just below the Mount of Olives, close to the Church of all Nations, there is the place 
where Christian tradition says that Mary, the mother or Jesus was buried.  The Church of 
All Nations is a Roman Catholic Church where it is believed that Jesus prayed before His 

arrest. 
 At the bottom of the Mount of Olives is an ancient 
olive garden.  Olive trees do not have rings and so their 
age cannot be precisely determined, but scholars 
estimate their age to be anywhere between one and two 
thousand years old. 
 During the time of the First and Second Temples, 
the Mount of Olives was the place where the high priest 
used to slaughter and burn the 'Red Cow', whose ashes 
purify those who are impure at the Temple.  The Mount 
of Olives Jewish Cemetery began during the period of 
the First Temple, however the tombs that are there 
today are from the 16th century and on.  It’s worthwhile 
considering that this mount is not only a geographical 

link between the desert and the fertile hills of Jerusalem - it is 
also the spiritual link between heaven and earth or life and 
death.  Many people desire to be buried on the Mount of 
Olives where the Messiah is expected to arrive. 

From the Scriptures 
Zechariah chapter 14: "4 In that day His feet will stand on 

the Mount of Olives, which is in front of Jerusalem on the 
east; and the Mount of Olives will be split in its middle from 
east to west by a very large valley, so that half of the 
mountain will move toward the north and the other half 
toward the south." 

Matthew 24: "3 As he sat on the Mount of Olives, the 
disciples came to him privately, saying, 'Tell us, when will 
this be, and what will be the sign of your coming and of the 
close of the age?' 4 And Jesus answered them, 'Take heed that 
no one leads you astray. 5 For many will come in my name, 
saying, 'I am the Christ', and they will lead many astray. 6 
And you will hear of wars and rumors of wars; see that you 
are not alarmed; for this must take place, but the end is not 
yet. 7 For nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against 
kingdom, and there will be famines and earthquakes in various 
places: 8 all this is but the beginning of the birth-pangs.'" 

On our Holy Land trips we have had a chance to pray in 

Gethsemane, see ancient olive trees and walk the Palm 

Sunday route. 
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†  You Can Help  

T he second Saturday of each month a group from St. Paul’s volunteers 

at the Jericho Food & Clothing Pantry on Spring Street in Danbury.  

Please consider signing up by emailing Laurie DoBosh ldobosh@tcco.com.  

The pantry is also looking for donations of reusable grocery bags and 

plastic bags for the clients to put their food in.  We are also looking for 

coloring books and crayons for the children who come with their parents 

to the pantry (gently used is accepted) and travel size toiletries you 

usually find at hotels are also needed.  Please place donations in Crocker 

Hall bin marked Jericho (left hand brown bin).  

Attention Vestry Members and Ministry Volunteers 

A Comprehensive Basic Hybrid Safe Church Training will 

be held on Thursday, 4/26/18 from 6:30-9 PM at Christ 

Episcopal Church 55 Church Road Easton, CT 06612. 

For more information and to register 

follow this link. 

† Happy Birthday to You! 

M ary Perry celebrates on 

Sunday!  Bake a cake for 

Kathleen McKenna on Tuesday.  

Susan Yurcisin will be another year 

older and wiser on Wednesday.  Have 

a blessed day everyone! 

 

mailto:ldobosh@tcco.com
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/comprehensive-basic-hybrid-safe-church-training-tickets-41288013560
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Join us this Friday as we watch the debut of “PAUL, APOSTLE OF 

CHRIST”.  This Friday, March 23rd we are meeting at the AMC Loews 

for the 7:30 pm show.  “Paul, Apostle of Christ” is the story of two men.  

Luke, as a friend and physician, risks his life every time he ventures into 

the city of Rome to visit Paul, who is held captive in Nero's darkest, 

bleakest prison cell.  Before Paul's death sentence can be enacted, Luke 

resolves to write another book, one that details the beginnings of "The Way" 

and the birth of what will come to be known as the church.  But Nero is determined 

to rid Rome of Christians, and does not flinch from executing them in the grisliest 

ways possible.  Bound in chains, Paul has survived so much--floggings, shipwreck, 

starvation, stoning, hunger and thirst, cold and 

exposure--yet as he waits for his appointment with 

death, he is haunted by the shadows of his past 

misdeeds.  Alone in the dark, he wonders if he has 

been forgotten... and if he has the strength to finish 

well, to tell the Gospel of Jesus Christ to the world. 

Meet in the lobby at 7:15.  We’ll go out for coffee & dessert afterward. 

St. Paul’s 

Movie Club 

23 

https://youtu.be/KPFS_9yx3f0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZaK-lbhhx_M
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Name Tags - Please be courteous to your fellow 
parishioners, to newcomers, visiting clergy and guests 
by extending a warm welcome to them and by wearing 
your name tag.  And remember to wear them to 
coffee hour as well. 

 

S unday’s gospel gives us a good chunk of THE 
STORY, which we call our story.  How much 

of THE STORY is familiar to you?  A faithful 
follower has more than a passing knowledge of it. 
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The 

Rector’s 

Forum 

 

The Rector’s Forum meets every Sunday in the Guild 

Room between services at 9:30 am.  It is currently studying 

Romans.  The study of the Book of Romans has often proven 

to be a life-changing exercise.  Throughout the history of the 

church, lives have been radically transformed through the 

impact of Paul’s Epistle to the Romans.  

 

 

 

 

When Jesus came to Bethphage and Bethany, he sent two of his disciples into 

the village. What did he tell them they would find there?  Mark 11:1-2 NIV  

http://bible.gospelcom.net/bible?passage=Mark+11:1-2&version=NIV&showfn=yes
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T his 

cross 

and cord lan-

yard was left 

in a name tag 

basket re-

cently. It can 

be reclaimed 

in the parish 

office.  

W here did 

Jesus spend 

the night of his first 

day in Jerusalem? 

a) Jerusalem 

b) Bethel 

c) Bethphage 

d) Bethany 

Mark 11:11-12 NIV  

http://bible.gospelcom.net/bible?passage=Mark+11:11-12&version=NIV&showfn=yes
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†  This Sunday’s Readings 

 

Hosanna in the Highest! 
 

 Mark 11:1-11 

I n this gospel lesson Jesus comes to the holy city of Jerusalem and is hailed as the 
promised Son of David.  He has a young donkey brought to him, and, as did the kings 

of old in royal celebrations, Jesus rides on it, while the crowds spread their garments 
and branches in the way and shout in his honor.  The evangelist perceives this as a 
fulfillment of the prophet Zechariah’s words concerning the coming king.  Here is both 
great drama and irony as Jesus enters the city he would save, while the people who will 
soon call for his blood rumor it about that the prophet from Galilee has arrived. 

 Isaiah 50:4-9a 
Our reading tells of the servant who speaks for the Lord and suffers persecution, 

but still trusts in God’s help and vindication.  This is the third of the “servant songs” 
that come from a period late in Israel’s exile.  The servant might be thought to be the 
faithful of Israel, the prophet himself, or another historical or idealized figure.  The 
people are weary and tired of the Lord’s calling, but the servant steadfastly continues.  
Christians have long perceived in these words a foretelling of Jesus’ mission. 

 Psalm 31:9-16 
A psalm of trust by one who looks to the Lord for mercy and protection. 
 Philippians 2:5-11 
From one of the earliest Christian hymns we hear how Christ Jesus accepted the 

condition of a servant, was obedient even to the point of death, and was then given the 
name above every name.  It is possible that this poem was adapted by Paul or another 
disciple from the hopes for a savior of a people who did not yet know Jesus.  He has 
fulfilled humanity’s dream of one who will share fully in the mortal condition before 
his exaltation.  To him every knee shall bow and every tongue confess the great name of the 
Lord now known in person, Jesus. 

 The Passion According to Mark 
Our 

gospel is 
the story of 
Jesus’ trial 
before 
Pilate, his 
final 
sufferings 
and death. 

†  Pick Up Your Copy Today!  

 Synthesis CE Study Guides for each weeks readings will 

be available at the back of the church. 

†  Sermon Shorts 
 

"A re you participating in forgiveness?"  To 

replay all our sermons, audio and videos 

follow this link for the Sunday Sermons.  Check out 

our Sermon Archives as well. 

 

 

John 12:20-33 

The Bible doesn't tell us 

about Pilate parading in the 

main gate of Jerusalem, or 

what the crowd shouted, 

but you can bet it wasn't, 

"Blessed is the coming of 

the Kingdom of our 

ancestor David."  That 

would be treason.  And 

treason was punishable by?  

You guessed it, by 

execution on a cross.  

http://lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/HolyWeek/BPalmSun_RCL.html#gsp1
http://lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/HolyWeek/BPalmSun_RCL.html#ot2
http://lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/HolyWeek/BPalmSun_RCL.html#ps2
http://lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/HolyWeek/BPalmSun_RCL.html#nt2
http://lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/HolyWeek/BPalmSun_RCL.html#gsp3
http://saintpaulsbrookfield.com/sermons/this-weeks-sermons.html
http://saintpaulsbrookfield.com/sermons/sermon-archives-2017.html
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†  Your Prayers Are Requested For… 

 

I t is such an intimate time when praying for the health and well being of others and 
such a privilege.  The people that we lift up to The Lord are part of our hearts for all 

time.  Please pray for… 
 
.....Fr. George Hall, Brenda Darling, Jean Stauffer, 
Lorraine Estok and other parishioners convalescing in 
extended care facilities. 
.....Grace Church, Hartford; St. Martin’s, Hartford; St. 
Monica’s, Hartford. 
.....Revival at St. Paul’s and the greater Danbury area. 
......Clergy whose work is not in parishes; multi‐
vocational priests; clergy of ECCT whose ministry is 
carried out in other countries or dioceses. 
.....Ginny Beck, Clayton Ferry, Gary Stein, Joe & 
Barbara Hock, Sue Balla, Rose Barrett, Jim Megura, Jay Lawrence, Alex, Teresa 
Stacchiotti, Mary DeAnzeris, Anthony, Paul Kovacs, Denise, Lee Rybos, Sandy 
Chaleski, Pam Altemus, Stu Terrill, David Lindsay, Jennifer, Susan & Rhonda 
continued healing. 
.....the people of the Republic of Palau; the people of Guinea-Bissau; Diocese of British 
Columbia - (British Columbia & the Yukon, Canada) The Rt Revd Logan McMenamie; and 
our sister and brother members of the Church of God of the Original Mountain Assembly. 
.....Christians in the Middle East facing persecution at the hands of ISIS forces.  Pray also 
for radical Muslims throughout the world to come to know Jesus Christ. 
.....Michael for protection from mortar attacks in Somalia with the UN peacekeeping 
service. 
…..St. James’ Episcopal Church, Danbury and their Daily Bread Food Pantry, which is the 
recipient of our food basket collections for the month of 
March. 
.....Kingdom Way Pentecostal Church, Danbury, a partner 
congregation of the Jericho Partnership. 
.....Those Who Suffer for the Sake of Conscience. 
.....Cathy Schrull, healing, and peace and comfort during 
her treatments. 
.....Bill Beattie, founder and chairman of the Jericho 
Partnership, complete healing of Multiple Myeloma. 

 

†  This & That & Links 
(Click on pictures or red links for more info) 

 

Links We Like 
 

Things That Make You Think 
 

Back Issues of Sword Points 
 

Why did Jesus 
ride a donkey 
into Jerusalem 

for his Triumphal 
Entry? 

 

This Sunday is Palm 
Sunday and we recall 
Jesus’ ride from the 
Mount of Olives into 

the Holy City of 
Jerusalem. 

http://www.gracehartford.org/
https://www.episcopalchurch.org/parish/st-martins-episcopal-church-hartford-ct
http://www.stmonicashartford.org/
http://www.stmonicashartford.org/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Palau
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Guinea-Bissau
http://www.anglicancommunion.org/structures/member-churches/member-church/diocese/position.aspx?church=canada&dio=british-columbia&pos=bishop-of-british-columbia&posID=19639
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Church_of_God_of_the_Original_Mountain_Assembly
http://www.saintjamesdanbury.org/
https://www.dailybreadfoodpantry.com/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Kingdom-Way-Pentacostal-Church/102928359772836
http://www.missionstclare.com/english/prayers/26.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/news/links.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/news/things-that-make-you-think.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/news/weekly-qsword-pointsq.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/contact-us.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tdmkR8SazYU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tdmkR8SazYU
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†  It Takes An Editorial Board 

Contributors to this Weeks 
Sword Points: 

 

M ary Allen, Sue Balla, Chris Barrett, 
Susan Champagne, Ron Crowcroft, 

Carol Ferro, Steve Hemming, Lois Hunt, Susan 
Iverson, Dori 
McManus, Beth 
Miller, Nicole 
O’Connors, Patrick 
O’Connors, Mary 
Perry, Ken Perry, 
Kirsten Peterson, 
Debbi Pomeroy, Joe 
Shepley, Tara 
Shepley, David Szen, 
Ron Switzer, John 
Tuthill, Don Winkley 
and Gail Winkley. 

 
 

 

Just For Fun ! 
(And Christian Fellowship) 

Random Fact of the 

Week! 
 

Did you know… that the solar 

eclipse of May 20, 2012, began on a 

Monday and ended on the previous 

Sunday?  

 

Stained glass window on the wall, 

  Who’s the Fairest of them all? 

 

Sorry to burst 

your bubble, 

but the 

answer is 

always Jesus! 

https://www.facebook.com/saintpaulsbrookfield/
https://twitter.com/#!/StPaulsB
https://instagram.com/stpaulsb/
https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Solar_eclipse_of_May_20,_2012
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Solar_eclipse_of_May_20,_2012

