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Vol. LXV-No. 5 
 

The Sword of the 
Spirit was started 

in 1954 by the Rev. 
A. Pierce Middleton 

Dear Friends, 

Here are some signs of new spiritual life rising up at St. 

Paul's in this Resurrection season: 

Recently, while meeting with Luiz, a Portuguese-speaking 

salesman, I shared with him our newest online ministry, 

"Coffee with Joe." Together, we watched Joe Bernardo 

teach the Word, and how delighted I was to hear Luiz tell 

me how much it blessed him.  

He plans to spread the news 

among his own community 

about our Portuguese ministry. 

On Wednesdays, our 10 am Healing Service has more than 

doubled in size since the new year.  Yesterday, for the first time, 

we added music thanks to Tony Arcamone and our supporting 

choir members.  This is truly a "third service," with much potential 

for continued growth as it meets the spiritual needs of our non-

Sunday community. 

Our Men's Bible study is in full swing as we make our way 

through Galatians.  Here new faces and voices are adding to the 

dynamic growth among us, 

including participation 

through our Livestream 

audience. 

Dare to dream, beloved.  

God continues to bless our 

community with new life 

as we take risks in offering 

creativity, new ideas and 

hearts on fire for the Lord. 

Faithfully, 

St. Paul’s Church 
174 Whisconier Road 

Brookfield, Connecticut   06804 

(203) 775-9587 

www.SaintPaulsBrookfield.com 
 

The Rev. Joseph Shepley, Rector 

Beth Miller, Parish Office Coordinator 

Dare to Dream, Beloved 
“I make all things new.” 

      Revelation 21:5 

 

http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com
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†  This Week at St. Paul’s 
 

Thu, Apr 26 - 7:30 pm - Music Night, Sanctuary 
Sat, Apr 28 - 7:30 am - Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Crocker Hall 
  7:30 am - John 21:12 Group, Theo’s Diner, New Milford 
  10:00 am - PraiseMoves, Crocker Hall 
  11:00 am - St. Paul’s Quilters, Crocker Hall 
Sun, Apr 29 -  Fifth Sunday of Easter 
  8:00 am - Traditional Holy Communion  (LiveStream) (Facebook) 
  9:30 am - Rector’s Forum, Guild Room 
  9:30 am - First Communion Class, Level 2 Classroom 
  10:30 am - Sunday School 
  10:30 am - Contemporary Holy Communion (LiveStream) (Facebook) 
Mon, Apr 30 - 7:00 pm - Men’s Bible Study, Crocker Hall (LiveStream) (Facebook) 
Tue, May   1 -  St. Philip & St. James, Apostles 
 - 9:15 am - Ladies Bible Study, Guild Room 
  5:45 pm - Boot Camp, Crocker Hall 
  7:00 pm - Communication Committee, Guild Room 
  7:15 pm - Boy Scouts Troop 5, Crocker Hall 
Wed, May   2 - 10:00 am - Holy Communion & Healing   (Facebook) 
Thu, May   3 - 7:30 pm - Music Night, Sanctuary 
 - 7:30 pm - Mission Committee, Guild Room 
  7:30 pm - Property Committee, Classroom 
Sat, May   5 - 7:30 am - Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Crocker Hall 
  7:30 am - John 21:12 Group, Theo’s Diner, New Milford 
  10:00 am - PraiseMoves, Crocker Hall 
Sun, May   6 -  Sixth Sunday of Easter 
  8:00 am - Traditional Holy Communion  (LiveStream) (Facebook) 
  9:30 am - Rector’s Forum, Guild Room 
  10:30 am - Sunday School 
  10:30 am - Contemporary Holy Communion / 
     1stCommunionn  (LiveStream) (Facebook) 

†  Hopeline Baby Bottle Campaign 
 

T he Hopeline Baby Bottle Campaign begins on Sunday, May 6th. 

Hopeline is a Christian-based ministry supporting women during 

unplanned pregnancies.  In addition to material assistance for the care 

of the newborn, such as cribs, clothing, 

diapers, and other supplies, Hopeline 

offers counseling, support, and ultrasounds 

performed on newly pregnant women by an 

Ob-Gyn trained physician.  They offer post-

abortion counseling to women of any age. 

 St. Paul’s supports Hopeline through its annual “Change 

for Change” Baby Bottle 

Fundraiser.  There are baby 

bottles at the back of the 

church and in Crocker Hall 

that we ask you to please fill 

with your loose change and bills and return them on 

June 3rd.  Please Note: Checks should be made out to 

St. Paul’s with “Hopeline” in the memo line. 

 For more information, contact: Lois Hunt or Bonnie 

Wanzer. 

Last year 

St. Paul’s 

collected 

over $2,800! 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+21:12&version=NRSVA
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/livestream.html
https://www.facebook.com/saintpaulsbrookfield/
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/livestream.html
https://www.facebook.com/saintpaulsbrookfield/
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/livestream.html
https://www.facebook.com/saintpaulsbrookfield/
https://www.facebook.com/saintpaulsbrookfield/
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+21:12&version=NRSVA
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/livestream.html
https://www.facebook.com/saintpaulsbrookfield/
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/livestream.html
https://www.facebook.com/saintpaulsbrookfield/
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†   Abide! 

by John Tuthill 
 

"Abide in me as I abide in you. 
Just as the branch cannot bear fruit by itself unless it abides in the vine, 

neither can you unless you abide in me." 
 Jesus - John 15:4 NRSV 

 

W 
hen He said, "Come now; let us leave" (vs. 14:31), Jesus brought His friends 

out from the upper room where they had just eaten and He brought them out, 

someplace, out and into the night.  The moon would have been full - it was 

the Passover.  John's gospel does not say exactly where Jesus took them next, but my study 

Bible notes that there was a vineyard nearby and on the way to the garden where He went to 

be arrested.  So, in that vineyard bathed in the moonlight, it may have been the 

setting for where our Lord said these words which we will hear in the gospel reading 

this Sunday; "I am the true vine...you are the branches..." (John 15:1-8).  But other 

Bible commentaries found on "BibleHub.com" suggest that Jesus did not 

immediately take his friends out of the city and into the vineyard.  Instead, the other 

commentaries suggest that Jesus possibly brought them to the Temple, which would 

have been opened all night for the crowds celebrating Passover.  A gate at the 

Temple was bronze and it had been made in Greece.  My study Bible describes that 

this gate had a gold vine that was woven into the design, and that this vine 

represented Israel.  Psalm 80:8 says that, "You transplanted a vine from Egypt...,” 

and Isaiah writes a "Song of the Vineyard," where he seems to make it clear, as did 

many other prophets throughout the Old Testament, that the vine represents Israel.  

What a shock it must have been, then, for the disciples suddenly to hear Jesus saying 

to them, "I AM the true vine!"  Their understanding was that the vine symbolized 

Israel.  Their connection to God had been centered on being part of Israel, on being 

"sons of Abraham," on having the Temple, and, on attending the synagogue, etc.  

There may be people even today, who would be just as shocked to hear that their 

connection to God is not an attachment to anything else than only and wholly to the 

Lord Jesus Christ Himself. 

 The twelve that were with Jesus for three years and who ate the Passover with 

Him in the upper room were certainly physically closer to Him than we can say today.  

And certainly they were closer to Him in other ways we cannot know now.  John, the 

writer of this gospel, even physically leaned against Jesus to ask who it was that would 

betray Him (John 13:25).  But what about those who are "in Christ" today?  By Jesus' 

words they have a closeness to Him that cannot be equaled.  A "child of 

God" (Galatians 3:26) is closer to Him right now than any one of those disciples were 

when they were with Him in the upper room.  You, in Christ, will be closer to Jesus 

than you will be to the person that will be sitting next to you in the pew this Sunday.  

You are closer right now to Him than you 

are to any relative that you will ever have.  

You are even closer right now to Him 

than you once were to your own mother 

when you grew beneath her own heart and 

formed protected in her own womb.  You 

are closer to Christ, by His grace.  The 

fact that you are "in Christ" and remaining 

in him as He remains in you (vs. 15:4) is 

all-important and is the Gospel's Good 

News today. 

Thanks be to God! 

The Golden Vine was 

remarkable in the Temple.  

The Talmud records: “A 

golden vine stood over the 

entrance to the sanctuary, 

trained over posts; and 

whosoever gave a leaf, or a 

berry, or a cluster as a 

freewill-offering, he 

brought it and the priests 

hung it thereon.”  This vine 

was so famous that even the 

ancient historian Tacitus 

(History 5.5) wrote: "While 

keeping the Passover in 

Jerusalem, Christ may also 

have alluded to this very 

feature of the Temple when 

he said in John 15. 1: 'I am 

the true vine.'” 
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†  This Date on the Church Calendar 
 

Tuesday, May 1st 

St. Philip & St. James, Apostles 
 

T he two apostles commemorated on this day are among those 
about whom little is known, except for their mention in the 

Gospels.  James the Less is so called to distinguish him from James 
the son of Zebedee and from James “the brother of the Lord,” or 
perhaps to indicate youth or lack of stature.  He is known to us from 
the list of the Twelve, where he is called James the son of Alpheus.  
He may also be the person referred to in Mark’s Gospel as James the 
younger, who, with his mother Mary and the other women, watched 
the crucifixion from a distance. 

P hilip figures in several important incidents in Jesus’ ministry as reported in John’s 
Gospel.  There we read that Jesus called Philip soon after calling Andrew and Peter.  

Philip, in turn, found his friend Nathanael, and convinced him to come and see Jesus, the 
Messiah.  Later, when Jesus saw the hungry crowd, he asked Philip, 
“How are we to buy bread, so that these people may eat?” (John 6:5).  
Philip’s practical response, “Two hundred denarii would not buy 
enough bread for each of them to get a little” (John 6:7), was the 
prelude to the feeding of the multitude with the loaves and fishes.  In 
a later incident in John’s Gospel, some Greeks came to Philip asking 
to see Jesus.  At the Last Supper, Philip’s request, “Lord, show us the 
Father, and we shall be satisfied,” evokes the response, “Have I been 
with you so long, and yet you do not know me, Philip?  He who has 
seen me has seen the Father” (John 14:8, 9). 

The Sacristans for May are 

Sue Balla, Lorine Hodge, & Gail Winkley.  

†  Transforming Stewardship 
 

“Children, let us love not in word or speech but in deed and truth.”  - 1 John 3:18 
 

R egarding your Chrisitan faith, do 

you “walk the talk?”  Do your 

actions reflect what it means to be a good 

disciple?  Are you an active participant at 

Sunday services?  Are you joyful when 

participating in parish ministry?  Do you give 

gratefully and generously with your financial 

support to your parish and other Church 

needs?  If not, it’s not too late to start! 
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†  Transforming Saints of God 
Thursday, April 26th 

 

Robert Hunt 
Priest and First Chaplain at Jamestown, 1607 

 

R obert Hunt was born in England around 1568.  He was a parish priest in Reculver, Kent, 
beginning in 1594, and in 1604 became vicar of Heathfield Parish in the Diocese of 

Chichester.  In 1607, Hunt accompanied Captain John Smith and the Jamestown colonists, 
serving as their priest and chaplain.  The first celebration of the Holy Eucharist recorded in 
North America took place on May 24, 1607, and Hunt is believed to have presided.  
Captain Smith’s diary notes another celebration of the Holy Eucharist on June 21, 1607, 
and Hunt is more clearly indicated as the presiding priest. 
 In Captain Smith’s journal, the following tribute to Robert Hunt and his ministry may 
be found: “He was an honest, religious and courageous divine.  He preferred the service of 
God in so good a voyage to every thought of ease at home.  He endured every privation, 
yet none ever heard him repine.  During his life our factions were oft healed and our great 
extremities so comforted that they seemed easy in comparison with what we endured after 
his memorable death.  We all received from him the Holy Communion as a pledge of 
reconciliation for we all loved him for his exceeding goodness.” 
 Hunt died sometime prior to April 10, 1608.  A memorial has been erected by the 
National Park Service in Historic Jamestown. 

Mothers Day Memorials 

M other’s Day is May 13th.  Anyone wishing to have flowers on the altar 

in loving memory of a mother, please make your check payable to St. 

Paul’s Church, with the name or names of those to be remembered on the 

memo line.  All memorials are due by Sunday, May 6th.  Contact Gail 

Winkley with any questions at 203 775-3343 or gailwinkley@yahoo.com.  All 

women worshipping with us on Mother’s Day will receive a flower. 

Join Us to Celebrate First Communion 

Sunday, May 6th! 
 

All are invited to celebrate with the four students who will receive 

First Communion during the 10:30 am service on Sunday, May 6th.  

Please come support their hard work and commitment as they take 

this new step in their faith.  You are invited to join the students and 

their families downstairs in Crocker Hall following the service for a 

reception in their honor.  We hope to see you there! 

W hen Philip hastens to 

the Ethiopian’s chariot, 

it is to help him understand his 

unfamiliar reading - and to interpret 

it in the light of Jesus as the Good 

News.  As “stewards in training,” 

what part does the intentional study 

of scripture play in your search to 

know and serve God - and then 

proclaim the Good News to others? 

mailto:gailwinkley@yahoo.com
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†  Expose It to the Light  
by Steve Hemming 

 

“But all things become visible when they are exposed by the light [of God’s precepts], 
for it is light that makes everything visible.”              Ephesians 5:13 

 

I n the 16th chapter of the book of John, Jesus speaks these words to you and me, “In 
the world you will have tribulation; but be of good cheer, I have overcome the world.”  

As our Lord overcame the challenges set before Him during His time on earth, we can and 
will do the same, as we follow Him. 

Recently, the Lord has been leading me to deal with a particular trial I’m going through 
in a manner that I’ve not been accustomed to; exposing my pain to the light, by sharing my 
difficulties with trusted friends.  Typically, I tend to keep my “problems” to myself.  And 
the more serious the concern, the less likely I’m willing or wanting to talk about it. 

Anyway, I brought the matter to Jesus, by opening 
my heart, and inviting Him to come in and heal my 
woundedness.  But while God knew the struggles that I 
was going through, I didn’t share my burdens with 
anyone else.  Instead, I found myself isolating from 
people, and evading any sincere questions about how I 
was doing.  When asked, I’d simply respond, “I’m fine,” 
and quickly divert the focus off of me and onto the other 
person, and then ask, “And how are you doing?”  As a 
result, my pain increased as my contact with people 
decreased.  I found myself rapidly plummeting into a sort 
of self-imposed solitary confinement. 

Eventually, because I wasn’t moving any closer to 
others, I felt the Lord begin to lovingly nudge me 
towards certain people in my life, and be transparent and 
honest with them, and let them know how I truly felt, 
deep inside.  I broke the ice with a brother from church, 
then spoke to a couple of long-time friends, and after 
that, to others as the Lord led me. 

By opening up to confidants as directed by the Lord, I 
began to feel His light coming back into my life through 
their love and care for me.  Hope was returning as was a 
sense of relief.  And these close encounters with certain 
friends in turn were leading me into a deeper relationship 
with the Lord.  It felt as though my relationships with 
people and God were increasing in depth as I exposed my 
anguish, rather than keeping it hidden below the surface. 

Are you suffering in silence?  If so, I encourage you 
to seek the Lord first, and cast your cares upon Him.  
And then after He has commenced the healing process, ask God to direct you to people in 
your life with whom you can entrust your concerns. 

Based on my recent experiences, please permit me you offer you some helpful tips: 
 

1.  Be very careful who you put your trust in.  Remember the wisdom of Psalm 118:8, 
“It is better to trust in the Lord than to put confidence in man.” 

2.  Understand that no matter how much you share with someone, they simply cannot 
feel the depth of your heart that you do.  For Proverbs 14:10 tells us, “The heart knows 
its own bitterness, and a stranger does not share its joy.” 

3.  Don’t overburden your friends with your problems, to the point of becoming an 
annoyance.  We can learn from the words of King Solomon in Proverb 25:17; “Let your 
foot rarely be in your neighbor’s house, or he will become weary of you and hate you.” 

4.  Not everyone you approach will understand your difficulties.  You may be 
disappointed by some of the responses you’ll receive after you’ve shared your heart.  If 

(Continued on page 8) 
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†  #TBT - 200 years ago … 1818  

this happens to you, forgive!  Your friends are only human, and are giving you the best 
support they are able to.  Remember the words our Lord Jesus spoke, as He hung on the 
cross, dying in excruciating pain, “Father, forgive them; for they do not know what they 
are doing.” (Luke 23:34) 
 

In closing, be grateful and give thanks to the Lord for the love, support, and 
encouragement you receive from others when you face various trials.  And when the 
opportunity arises to come alongside a friend who is suffering, don’t delay!  Comfort those 
who are in any trouble, with the comfort with which we ourselves are comforted by God (2 
Corinthians 1:4), and love them with the same love you received from others in your time of 
need. 

 
“A friend loves at all times, and a brother is born for adversity.”  Proverbs 17:17 

(Continued from page 7) Expose It to the Light  

Our 

Wednesday 

10 am service 

is growing … 

and now has 

music.  Check 

it out! 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8iV8iSAL0aE
https://www.facebook.com/saintpaulsbrookfield/videos/2021346874783931/
https://www.facebook.com/saintpaulsbrookfield/videos/2021346874783931/
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J esus is “the true vine.”  

Branches wanting to 

produce fruit need to stay 

firmly attached to him.  

The faithful follower 

produces much fruit 

by remaining attached 

to this vine. 
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Greeters Needed 
  

Greeting people in a warm way makes 
them feel good about their presence in 

church. 
  

At St. Paul’s, we are always looking for 
people who feel called to serve in this 

important ministry. 
  

If you are interested in becoming a 
greeter, please contact Pam Szen 

(prszen@gmail.com) 
or David Szen 

 

 

†  Pray It Up 
 

N otice the Red and White prayer request cards in the 
pew?  Each Sunday, fill out your request, put it in the 

red bowl on the table on the way to communion.  Then take a 
card from the bowl either right then or after service.  Pray for 
that request for one week.  How comforting to know that your 
request is being prayed for and that you are praying for 
someone else’s!  You might just be praying for the person 
sitting next to you!  Or, if you’d prefer - please send your 

request to St. Paul’s at prayingnow2@gmail.com!   

St. Paul’s has started a new ministry … in Portuguese!  Our own Joe 

Bernardo prepares a timely message that is available on our website, our 

Facebook page and our YouTube channel.  You might want to check it 

out.  Be sure to “like” it and share it with your Portuguese friends. 

mailto:prszen@gmail.com
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/portugues.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/portugues.html
mailto:prayingnow2@gmail.com
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†  You Can Help  

T he second Saturday of each month a group from St. Paul’s 

volunteers at the Jericho Food & Clothing Pantry on Spring Street in 

Danbury.  Please consider signing up by emailing Laurie DoBosh 

ldobosh@tcco.com.  The pantry is also looking for donations of reusable 

grocery bags and plastic bags for the clients to put their food in.  We are 

also looking for coloring books and crayons for the children who come 

with their parents to the pantry (gently used is accepted) and travel size 

toiletries you usually find at hotels are also needed.  Please place 

donations in Crocker Hall bin marked Jericho (left hand brown bin).  

Attention Vestry Members and Ministry Volunteers 

A Comprehensive Basic Hybrid Safe Church Training will 

be held on Thursday, 4/26/18 from 6:30-9 PM at Christ 

Episcopal Church 55 Church Road Easton, CT 06612. 

 

It will also be offered on Saturday May 19 from 8:30-11:30 

AM at Christ Church in Roxbury, CT 

For more 

information and 

to register follow 

this link. 

†  True Vine 
June 3, 2004 

 

 T his is a photograph of a kiwi vine stretching 
upward toward the sky.  The branches are 

able to grow because they are connected to the main 
vine.  The main vine is rooted in the ground that 
gives it nutrients and vitamins.  The branches are 
also stretching toward the sun, which also gives 
nutrients and vitamins. 
 It would seem that this photograph would be the 
perfect metaphor for our text. God, the creator, is the 
sky.  God is also the natural vine grower.  From the 
sky come sunshine and rain; these give nutrients to 
the ground which makes the vine strong. The main 
vine is our connection to the nourishment from the 
ground, and in turn the sunshine and rain.  Jesus the 
“true vine” is connection to the creator.  Without this 
connection, it is difficult to thrive let alone survive. 
 A constant connection to the vine provides 

nourishment to be productive in building God’s kingdom.  God give sunshine, rain, and 
prunes the plant; the ground gives nourishment to the vine, the vine causes the branches to 
bear fruit, and this glorifies God. 

Questions to reflect on pertain to whether or not we are the branches still attached to 
Christ bearing fruit.  Or are we branches that have lost connection and bear no fruit?  How 
can we regain connection?  How do we stretch toward God and remain deeply rooted in 
Christ? -- Olusola Tribble 

mailto:ldobosh@tcco.com
https://www.episcopalct.org/safe-church-training-option-2/
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The 

Rector’s 

Forum 

The Rector’s Forum meets every Sunday in the Guild 

Room between services at 9:30 am.  It is currently studying 

Romans.  The study of the Book of Romans has often proven 

to be a life-changing exercise.  Throughout the history of the 

church, lives have been radically transformed through the 

impact of Paul’s Epistle to the Romans.  
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Follow Us Live 
The best way to participate at 

St. Paul’s is to attend our worship 
services and join in our various 
events.  However, there are still 
times when you might be unable to 
partake because of weather or 
illness.  Many of our services are 
available on Livestream or Facebook 
Live.  It has been used by our 

“Snow Birds,” 
students away at 
college, parishioners 
on vacation and 

former members who have moved 
away.  Why not introduce it to your 
friends who may be looking for a 
church and don’t know what to 
expect?  The services can be watched 
live or later for up to three weeks 
online.  Just click on the LiveStream 
button or tab on our website for 
more info.  

http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/livestream.html
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COFFEE HOUR HOSTS 
 

Apr 29th  8 am - Mary & Chuck Allen 10:30 am - Sandy Chadwick 
May   6th  8 am - Lois Hunt    10:30 am - Dot Crocker 
May 13th  8 am - Joan Boehm    10:30 am - Amy Tilford 

Contact Mary Allen at 

203-775-6633 or 

chamla@charter.net. 

Find out why more than 20 men gather each week on Monday evening to discuss the 

Bible.  We start promptly at 7; and end at 8 pm.  If you can’t make it person (Hint: Ladies 

this includes you), follow us online on Facebook Live or Livestream.  

†  Men’s Bible Study Packing Them In 

New to St. Paul's?  Interested 

in exploring membership in the 

Church?  Confirmation will be 

offered on the afternoon of 

May 19th at Camp Washington 

in Morris. Interested in 

participating, or learning 

more? Please speak to Fr. Joe. 

†  Happy Birthday to You! 
  

M ike Chengeri celebrates today!  Throw a party on Saturday for 

Anastasia Connors.  Bake a cake for Chuck Allen on Sunday.  

Giesele Castronova will be another year older and wiser on Monday.  Quinn 

Pinto will be blowing out candles on Wednesday. .  .  Have a blessed day 

everyone! 

mailto:Hi%20Dave. %20Could%20you%20please%20add%20that%20we%20needs%20Coffee%20Hour%20hCHAMLA@CHARTER.NET
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I had it all 

the way 

Let us pray…  

          ...for John This will end 

up in Sword 

Points 

 

 

 

Mail…..Send us photos and info about your travels, your home group, your pets, your 

sports teams to stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com. 

May Lay Schedule 

 

Lectors and Intercessors, please remember to check in before the 

service in the Vesting Room.  Thank You! 

May 20th 
 

8:00 AM 

Welcoming:  Pam Szen 

Acolyte:  Jack Powell 

Lector:  Acts 2:1-21  Pam Szen 

Intercessor:  Linda Pendergast 

Lay Reader:  JoAnn Hornak 

Lay Reader:  John Tuthill 

Psalm 104:25-35, 37     Romans 8:22-27 
 

10:30 AM 

Welcoming:  Laurie DoBosh / Vito Barbieri 

Acolyte:  Joe Bernardo 

Lector:  Acts 2:1-21  Bob Cutting 

Intercessor:  Dorothy Crocker 

Lay Reader:  Mike Chengeri 

Lay Reader:  Jim Castronova 

Psalm 104:25-35, 37     Romans 8:22-27 

 May 13th 
 

8:00 AM 

Welcoming:  Pam Szen 

Acolyte:  Jack Powell 

Lector:  Acts 1:15-17, 21-26  Pam Szen 

Intercessor:  Tim Huber 

Lay Reader:  Jay Trott 

Lay Reader:  Don Winkley 

Psalm 1     1 John 5:9-13 
 

10:30 AM 

Welcoming:  Sandra Visser 

Acolyte:  Joe Bernardo 

Lector:  Acts 1:15-17, 21-26  Vito Barbieri 

Intercessor:  Lisa Richardson 

Lay Reader:  Ray Ferro 

Lay Reader:  Mike Chengeri 

Psalm 1     1 John 5:9-13 

May 6th 
 

8:00 AM 

Welcoming:  Cindy & Peter Maier 

Acolyte:  John Tuthill 

Lector:  Acts 10:44-48  Tim Huber 

Intercessor:  Dorothy Crocker 

Lay Reader:  David Baskett 

Lay Reader:  Phyllis Baskett 

Psalm 98     1 John 5:1-6 

 

10:30 AM 

Welcoming:  Sandra Visser / Vito Barbieri 

Acolyte:  Jack Meyer 

Lector:  Acts 10:44-48  Sandy Chaleski 

Intercessor:  Ray Ferro 

Lay Reader:  Jim Castronova 

Lay Reader:  Joe Bernardo 

Psalm 98     1 John 5:1-6 

May 27th 
Healing Sunday 

8:00 AM 

Welcoming:  Joyce & John Sarver 

Acolyte:  John Tuthill 

Lector:  Isaiah 6:1-8  Ingrid Pruss 

Intercessor:  Mary Perry 

Lay Reader:  Tim Huber 

Lay Reader:  Mike Kirner 

Psalm 29     Romans 8:12-17 

 

10:30 AM 

Welcoming:  Sandra Visser / Laurie DoBosh 

Acolyte:  JoAnn Hornak 

Lector:  Isaiah 6:1-8  Sandy Chaleski 

Intercessor:  Lisa Richardson 

Lay Reader:  Joe Bernardo 

Lay Reader:  Ray Ferro 

Psalm 29     Romans 8:12-17 

mailto:stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Pentecost/BPentDay_RCL.html#ot1
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Pentecost/BPentDay_RCL.html#ps1
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Pentecost/BPentDay_RCL.html#nt1
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Pentecost/BPentDay_RCL.html#ot1
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Pentecost/BPentDay_RCL.html#ps1
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Pentecost/BPentDay_RCL.html#nt1
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Easter/BEaster7_RCL.html#ot1
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Easter/BEaster7_RCL.html#ps1
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Easter/BEaster7_RCL.html#nt1
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Easter/BEaster7_RCL.html#ot1
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Easter/BEaster7_RCL.html#ps1
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Easter/BEaster7_RCL.html#nt1
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Easter/BEaster6_RCL.html#ot1
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Easter/BEaster6_RCL.html#ps1
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Easter/BEaster6_RCL.html#nt1
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Easter/BEaster6_RCL.html#ot1
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Easter/BEaster6_RCL.html#ps1
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Easter/BEaster6_RCL.html#nt1
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Pentecost/BTrinity_RCL.html#ot1
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Pentecost/BTrinity_RCL.html#ps1
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Pentecost/BTrinity_RCL.html#nt1
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Pentecost/BTrinity_RCL.html#ot1
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Pentecost/BTrinity_RCL.html#ps1
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Pentecost/BTrinity_RCL.html#nt1
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†  This Sunday’s Readings 

 

Abiding in Christ 
 

 Acts 8:26-40 

T his is the story of how Philip brought the Ethiopian eunuch to faith in Jesus.  
Early Christians doubtless loved to tell and retell this narrative.  It shows 

how a significant foreign personage, who was apparently an inquirer into 
Judaism, learned about Jesus and was baptized.  It also illustrates the way an 
important passage from the Old Testament, which tells of the Lord’s servant 
who suffered for others, was interpreted as prophecy about Jesus. 
 Psalm 22:24-30 

A song of praise to the Lord, who rules over all and cares for the 
downtrodden. 
 1 John 4:7-21 

This reading teaches that God’s love is made known to us through Jesus.  In 
response we are to love one another.  No one has ever seen God, but to 
experience God’s love and to recognize Jesus as God’s Son is to know God.  

Only by not loving others made in God’s image 
would we show that we do not know and love God.  
When we do love one another, then we live in 
union with God and fear is driven away. 
 John 15:1-8 
In our gospel reading we hear that Jesus is the true 
vine to which each branch must be united if it is to 
bear fruit.  The vine and the vineyard were well-
known symbols for God’s people.  A living relationship 

with Jesus in the following of his teaching is the source of fruitful discipleship.  God 
will cut away 
the dead 
branches 
and prune 
the healthy 
ones so that 
they will 
bear more 
abundantly. 

†  Pick Up Your Copy Today!  

 Synthesis CE Study Guides for each weeks readings will 

be available at the back of the church. 

†  Sermon Shorts 
 

"H earing the Spirit."  To replay all our 

sermons, audio and videos follow this 

link for the Sunday Sermons.  Check out our 

Sermon Archives as well. 

 

 

John 15:1-8 

When we love one 

another as Jesus loves 

us, we first learn from 

Jesus what love is.  

And having 

experienced being loved 

by Jesus – had that 

love heal, restore and 

renew the loving that 

was already in us – we 

then love others the 

same way. 

http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Easter/BEaster5_RCL.html#FIRST
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Easter/BEaster5_RCL.html#PSALM
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Easter/BEaster5_RCL.html#EPISTLE
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Easter/BEaster5_RCL.html#GOSPEL
http://saintpaulsbrookfield.com/sermons/this-weeks-sermons.html
http://saintpaulsbrookfield.com/sermons/sermon-archives-2018.html
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1   St. Philip & 
 St. James 

 
9:15 am  Ladies Bible  

                 Study 
 

5:45 pm  Boot Camp 
 

7:00 pm  Communication 
Committee 

 

7:30 pm  Boy Scouts 
 

2   
 
10:00 am  Holy 

Communion 
& Healing 

 
 

3   
 
7:30 pm  Mission   

               Committee 
 

7:30 pm  Property  
              Committee 

 

7:30 pm  Music Night 
 

4 5 
 
7:30 am  Men’s  

        Prayer Breakfast 
 

7:30 am  John 21:12 
 Group 

 

10:00 am  PraiseMoves 
 

6   6 Easter 
 
8:00 am  Traditional  

Communion 
9:30 am  Rector’s Forum 
10:30 am  Sunday School 
10:30 am  Contemporary 

Communion / 
First Communion 

 

 

7 
 
10:00 am  Christian 

Caring 
 

7:00 pm  Stephen  
               Ministry 

7:00 pm  Men’s Bible  
               Study 

8  
 
9:15 am  Ladies Bible  

                 Study 
 

5:45 pm  Boot Camp 
 

7:30 pm  Boy Scouts 
 

9    
 
10:00 am  Holy 

Communion 
& Healing 

 

7:00 pm  Staff Meeting 
 

7:30 pm  Vestry Meeting 
 

 

10   Ascension 
 Day 

 
7:30 pm  Music Night 
 

11 12 
 
7:30 am  Men’s  

        Prayer Breakfast 
 

7:30 am  John 21:12 
 Group 

 

10:00 am  PraiseMoves 
 

10:00 am  Jericho Food 
Pantry 

 

13   7 Easter 
 
8:00 am  Traditional  

Communion 
9:30 am  Rector’s Forum 
10:30 am  Sunday School 
10:30 am  Contemporary 

Communion 
 

14    
 
7:00 pm  Men’s Bible  

               Study 
 

15 
 
9:15 am  Ladies Bible  

                 Study 
 

5:45 pm  Boot Camp 
 

7:30 pm  Boy Scouts 
 

16 
 
10:00 am  Holy  

Communion 
 & Healing 

 

17 
 
7:30 pm  Music Night 
 

18 19 
 
7:30 am  Men’s  

        Prayer Breakfast 
 

7:30 am  John 21:12 
 Group 

 

8:30 am  Mission Trip 
 Prep Day 

 

10:00 am  PraiseMoves 

20   Pentecost 
 
8:00 am  Traditional  

Communion 
9:30 am  Rector’s Forum 
10:30 am  Sunday School 
10:30 am  Contemporary 

Communion 
 

21   
 
7:00 pm  Men’s Bible  

               Study 
 

22 
 
9:15 am  Ladies Bible  

                 Study 
 

5:45 pm  Boot Camp 
 

7:30 pm  Boy Scouts 
 

23 
 
10:00 am  Holy  

Communion 
 & Healing 

 

24 
 
7:30 pm  Music Night 
 

25 26 
 
7:30 am  Men’s  

        Prayer Breakfast 
 

7:30 am  John 21:12 
 Group 

 

10:00 am  PraiseMoves 
 

11:00 am  St. Paul’s 
Quilters 

 

27 Trinity 
 Sunday 

 
8:00 am  Traditional  

Communion 
9:30 am  Rector’s Forum 
10:30 am  Sunday School 
10:30 am  Contemporary 

Communion 
1:00 pm  Memorial Day 

Outreach 

28  Memorial Day 
 

 

29 
 
9:15 am  Ladies Bible  

                 Study 
 

5:45 pm  Boot Camp 
 

7:30 pm  Boy Scouts 
 

30    
 
10:00 am  Holy  

Communion 
 & Healing 

 
 

31   The Visitation 
of the Blessed 

Virgin Mary 
 
7:30 pm  Music Night 

  

MayMayMay   
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†  Your Prayers Are Requested For… 

 

I t is such an intimate time when praying for the health and well being of others and 
such a privilege.  The people that we lift up to The Lord are part of our hearts for all 

time.  Please pray for… 
 
.....Fr. George Hall, Brenda Darling, Jean Stauffer, 
Lorraine Estok and other parishioners convalescing 
in extended care facilities. 
.....St. Andrew’s, Milford; St. Peter’s, Milford; Trinity, 
Milton. 
.....Revival at St. Paul’s and the greater Danbury area. 
.....Parishes in transition, transition teams, and interim 
clergy. 
.....Ginny Beck, Clayton Ferry, Gary Stein, Joe & 
Barbara Hock, Sue Balla, Rose Barrett, Jim Megura, Jay Lawrence, Alex, Teresa 
Stacchiotti, Mary DeAnzeris, Anthony, Paul Kovacs, Denise, Lee Rybos, Sandy 
Chaleski, Pam Altemus, Stu Terrill, David Lindsay, Jennifer, Susan & Rhonda 
continued healing. 
.....the people of the Republic of Sudan; the people of Malawi; The 
Most Revd Thabo Makgoba Archbishop of Capetown and Primate of 
Southern Africa; Diocese of Central New York - (II, The Episcopal 
Church) The Rt Revd DeDe Duncan-Probe; and our sister and 
brother members of the Evangelical Connexion of the Free Church of 
England. 
.....Christians in the Middle East facing persecution at the hands of 
ISIS forces.  Pray also for radical Muslims throughout the world to 
come to know Jesus Christ. 
.....Michael for protection from mortar attacks in Somalia with the 
UN peacekeeping service. 
…..Loaves & Fishes Hospitality in New Milford, the recipient of our 
food basket collections for the month of April. 
.....Capilla Danbury, a partner congregation of the Jericho Partnership. 
.....Self-Dedication. 
.....Cathy Schrull, healing, and peace and comfort during her treatments. 
.....Bill Beattie, founder and chairman of the Jericho Partnership, complete healing of 
Multiple Myeloma. 

 

†  This & That & Links 
(Click on pictures or red links for more info) 

 

Links We Like 
 

Things That Make You Think 
 

Back Issues of Sword Points 
 

Cracking the 
Coconut 

 
 In India, cracking a 
coconut is a ritual that 
balances hard knocks 
with patience.  To open 
a coconut, you must 
whack it hard – once, 
twice, three times, … or 
maybe 8 times, or 
maybe more.  Why it’s 
important. 

We prayed for a parishioner 
seeking a home in close enough 
proximity to St. Paul’s to allow 
her to attend regularly. After 
almost losing the house, God 
intervened and she got it.  

https://www.standrewsmilford.org/
https://www.stpetersmilford.org/
http://trinitychurchmilton.org/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sudan
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Malawi
http://www.anglicancommunion.org/structures/member-churches/member-church/diocese/position.aspx?church=usa&dio=central-new-york&pos=bishop-of-central-new-york&posID=20055
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Evangelical_Connexion_of_the_Free_Church_of_England
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Evangelical_Connexion_of_the_Free_Church_of_England
http://www.foodpantries.org/li/loaves_fishes_hospitality_new_milford
https://www.facebook.com/capilladanbury/
http://www.missionstclare.com/english/prayers/61.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/news/links.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/news/things-that-make-you-think.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/news/weekly-qsword-pointsq.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/contact-us.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rhmuy9WKX0Y
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rhmuy9WKX0Y
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†  It Takes An Editorial Board 

Contributors to this Weeks 
Sword Points: 

 

M ary Allen, Chris Barrett, Susan 
Champagne, Justin Doty, Carol Ferro, 

Steve Hemming, Lois Hunt, Susan Iverson, 
Dori McManus, Beth 
Miller, Nicole 
O’Connors, Patrick 
O’Connors, Mary 
Perry, Ken Perry, 
Kirsten Peterson, 
Debbi Pomeroy, Joe 
Shepley, Tara 
Shepley, David Szen, 
Ron Switzer, John 
Tuthill, Don Winkley 
and Gail Winkley. 

 
 

 

Just For Fun ! 
(And Christian Fellowship) 

Random Fact of 

the Week! 
 

Did you know … that the 

quarterback for the first 

College Football All-

America Team in 1889 was 

Edgar Allan Poe?  

 

https://www.facebook.com/saintpaulsbrookfield/
https://twitter.com/#!/StPaulsB
https://instagram.com/stpaulsb/
https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Quarterback
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/1889_College_Football_All-America_Team
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/1889_College_Football_All-America_Team
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Edgar_Allan_Poe_(Maryland_attorney_general)

