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Dear Friends, 

 

The following words from our Book of 

Common Prayer capture how we pray as 

Anglican Christians: 

 

"Keep watch, dear Lord, with those who 

work, or watch, or weep this night, and 

give your angels charge over those who 

sleep.  Tend the sick, Lord Christ; give 

rest to the weary, bless the dying, soothe 

the suffering, pity the afflicted, shield 

the joyous; and all for your love's sake." 

 

As we seek to make St. Paul's a safe 

pasture for those in spiritual need, may 

our common prayer guide us in being 

Christ-centered while reaching out in 

compassion, all to the glory of God. 

 

Faithfully, 

June 7, 2018 

Sword Points 
Transforming 

Lives Through 

Jesus Christ 

 

 

http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com
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†   New Relationship 
by John Tuthill 

 

"Then he looked at those seated in a circle around him and said, 
'Here are my mother and my brothers!' " 

  - Jesus in Mark 3:34 NIV 
 

T he newness and wonder of being made right with God never fades, never becomes 

"old hat."  A glimpse of this is given in the gospel reading for this Sunday (Mark 

3:20-35).  By Jesus' words, the new degree of closeness that we have to our Savior comes to 

light.  Jesus mother and his half-brothers were outside trying to get through the crowd to 

Him and Jesus is told, "Your mother and your brothers are outside asking for you" (v. 32).  

But Jesus says in reply that those who are with Him 

and who are following, these instead are the ones who 

are called by Jesus as, "my brother, and my sister, and 

mother" (v. 35).  In fact, the new relationship with 

Jesus is so radically more than we can picture by 

comparison to any of even our own closest family 

relationships; in fact, when Jesus' physical half-

brothers James and Jude later wrote the books of the 

New Testament bearing their names, neither makes 

any mention at all about having grown up with Jesus 

as part of His earthly family.  They counted growing 

up in young Jesus' household with Him as completely 

eclipsed by the new relationship Jesus has with them by becoming their Savior - and ours!  

Being rightly related to God again by His grace and through forgiveness of all our sins 

brings us wonderfully close to Him, brothers and sisters in Christ.     Thanks be to God! 

†  This Date on the Church Calendar 
 

Monday, June 11th  
 

St. Barnabas the Apostle 
 

"J oseph, a Levite, born in Cyprus, whom the apostles called Barnabas (son of 
encouragement), sold a field he owned, brought the money, and turned it over to 

the apostles" (Acts 4:36f).  This is the first mention we have of Barnabas. 
His new name fits what we know of his actions.  When Saul (or Paul) came to Jerusalem 

after his conversion, most of the Christians there wanted nothing to do with him.  They had 
known him as a persecutor and an enemy of the Church.  But Barnabas was willing to give 

him a second chance.  He looked him up, spoke with him, and brought 
him to see the other Christians, vouching for him.  Later, Paul and 
Barnabas went on a missionary journey together, taking Mark with 
them.  Part way, Mark turned back and went home.  When Paul and 
Barnabas were about to set out on another such journey, Barnabas 
proposed to take Mark along, and Paul was against it, saying that Mark 
had shown himself undependable.  Barnabas wanted to give Mark a 
second chance, and so he and Mark went off on one journey, while Paul 
took Silas and went on another.  Apparently Mark responded well to 
the trust given him by the "son of encouragement," since we find that 
Paul later speaks of him as a valuable assistant (2 Timothy 4:11  "Only 
Luke is with me.  Get Mark and bring him with you, for he is useful in 

my ministry."; see also Colossians 4:10 " Aristarchus my fellow-prisoner greets you, as does 
Mark the cousin of Barnabas, concerning whom you have received instructions - if he 
comes to you, welcome him.", and Philemon 24 "...and so do Mark, Aristarchus, Demas, 
and Luke, my fellow-workers.").             written by James Kiefer 
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†  This Week at St. Paul’s 
 

Thu, June   7 - 7:30 pm - Music Night, Sanctuary 
 - 7:30 pm - Mission Committee, Guild Room 
 - 7:30 pm - Property Committee, Classroom 
Sat, June   9 - 7:30 am - Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Crocker Hall 
  7:30 am - John 21:12 Group, Theo’s Diner, New Milford 
  10:00 am - PraiseMoves, Crocker Hall 
  10:00 am - Jericho Food Pantry, Danbury 
Sun, June 10 - The Third Sunday after Pentecost 
  8:00 am - Traditional Holy Communion  (LiveStream) (Facebook) 
  9:30 am - Rector’s Forum, Guild Room 
  10:30 am - Sunday School 
  10:30 am - Contemporary Holy Communion (LiveStream) (Facebook) 
  12:30 pm - Sunday School Picnic 
Mon, June 11 --  St. Barnabas the Apostle 
  7:00 pm - Men’s Bible Study, Crocker Hall (LiveStream) (Facebook) 
Tue, June 12 - 7:15 pm - Boy Scouts Troop 5, Crocker Hall 
Wed, June 13 - 10:00 am - Holy Communion & Healing   (Facebook) 

 - 7:00 pm - Staff Meeting, Rector’s Office 
 - 7:30 pm - Vestry Meeting, Guild Room 
Thu, June 14 - 7:30 pm - Music Night, Sanctuary 
Fri, June 15 - 7:00 pm - Rev. Dr. Beale Teaching 
Sat, June 16 - 7:30 am - Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Crocker Hall 
  7:30 am - John 21:12 Group, Theo’s Diner, New Milford 
  10:00 am - Rev. Dr. Beale Teaching 
Sun, June 17 -- The Fourth Sunday after Pentecost 
  8:00 am - Traditional Holy Communion  (LiveStream) (Facebook) 
  9:30 am - Rector’s Forum, Guild Room 
  10:30 am - Summer Sunday School 
  10:30 am - Contemporary Holy Communion (LiveStream) (Facebook) 

“O  God, from whom all good 

proceeds...”  If, therefore, all the 

good in our lives comes from God, how can 

we best be grateful and thankful for our 

many blessings?  Perhaps the habits of 

prayer, scripture study, active participation 

in our parish community, care for others, 

and generous giving can help us reflect that 

“good-ness” to others. 

†  Happy Birthday to You! 
 

A l Chaleski celebrates today!  Bake a cake for Joan Stein on Friday.  Throw a 

party on Sunday for Austin 

Williams & Francesca Capodilupo.  

Justin DoBosh & Penelope Soares will 

be blowing out candles on Wednesday.  

Have a blessed day everyone! 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+21:12&version=NRSVA
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/livestream.html
https://www.facebook.com/saintpaulsbrookfield/
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/livestream.html
https://www.facebook.com/saintpaulsbrookfield/
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/livestream.html
https://www.facebook.com/saintpaulsbrookfield/
https://www.facebook.com/saintpaulsbrookfield/
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+21:12&version=NRSVA
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/livestream.html
https://www.facebook.com/saintpaulsbrookfield/
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/livestream.html
https://www.facebook.com/saintpaulsbrookfield/
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†  Transforming Saints of God 
Thursday, June 6th 

 

The Pioneers of the Episcopal 
Anglican Church of Brazil 

1890 
 

T he presence of Anglicans in Brazil is first recorded in the early nineteenth century 
and took the form of chaplaincies for English expatriates.  It was not, however, until 

1890 when missionary efforts among the Brazilian people began under the care of two 
Episcopal Church missionaries, Lucien Lee Kinsolving and James Watson Morris.  They 
held the first service on Trinity Sunday 1890 in Porto Alegre.  Within a year, three 
additional missionaries - William Cabell Brown, John Gaw Meem, and Mary Packard - 
arrived and joined the work.  These five missionaries are the pioneers and considered the 
founders of the Episcopal Anglican Church of Brazil. 
 In 1899, Kinsolving was made missionary bishop for the work in Brazil by the House 
of Bishops of the Episcopal Church, and in 1907 the missionary district of Brazil was 

established by The General Convention.  The number of parishes and institutions continued 
to increase.  The bishops were raised up from among Episcopal Church missionaries who 
were serving in the missionary district.  Fifty years after the work first began, in 1940, the 
first native Brazilian was elected to the episcopate, Athalício Theodoro Pithan. 

By 1950, the work had increased to the point that the missionary district was too large 
and it was divided into three dioceses.  This set the stage for the continued development of 
the church in Brazil, which eventually led to the formation of the Episcopal Anglican 
Church of Brazil as an autonomous Province of the Anglican Communion in 1965. 
Complete financial independence from the Episcopal Church was completed by 1982, 
although the two churches continue to have strong bonds of affection and united mission 
efforts through companion diocese relationships and coordination at the church-wide level. 

†  Hopeline Baby Bottle Campaign 
 

T he Hopeline Baby Bottle Campaign has begun. 

Hopeline is a Christian-based ministry 

supporting women during unplanned pregnancies.  

In addition to material assistance for the care of 

the newborn, such as cribs, clothing, diapers, and 

other supplies, Hopeline offers counseling, 

support, and ultrasounds performed on newly 

pregnant women by an Ob-Gyn trained 

physician.  They offer post-abortion 

counseling to women of any age. 

 St. Paul’s supports Hopeline through its 

annual “Change for Change” Baby Bottle Fundraiser.  There are 

baby bottles at the back of the church and in Crocker Hall that 

we ask you to please fill with your loose change and bills and 

return them on June 17th.  Please Note: Checks should be made 

out to St. Paul’s with “Hopeline” in the memo line. 

 For more information, contact: Lois Hunt or Bonnie Wanzer. 

Name Tags - Please be courteous to your fellow 
parishioners, to newcomers, visiting clergy and guests 
by extending a warm welcome to them and by 
wearing your name tag.  And remember to wear 
them to coffee hour as well. 

Last year 

St. Paul’s 

collected 

over $2,800! 
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†  Men’s Bible Study Packing Them In 

Find out why more than 20 men gather each week to discuss the Bible.  We start 

promptly at 7; and end at 8 pm.  If you can’t make it person (Hint: Ladies this includes 

you), follow us online on Facebook Live or Livestream.  

†  Ladies Tuesday AM Bible Study to Resume in Fall 
 

T he Ladies Tuesday AM Bible Study will be studying, The Book of Isaiah, starting 
Tuesday, September 4th at 9:15 am in the Guild Room. 

ISAIAH  His name meant "the Lord is salvation" and this was his message for over 40 
years.  Through him the Lord pronounced judgment on the proud who sought to save 
themselves.  But through him God also comforted the 
humble with glimpses of a Prince of Peace and a 
Suffering Servant...a desert blossoming...the 
prisoners set free....the hungry fed....and the 
homeless sheltered. 

This will be an 18 week study of amazing 
discussions and enlightenment.  Please join 
us!!! 

Please join us in study on Tuesday's from 
9:15 - 11 am.  Please register by August 21, 
2018, by emailing Debbi Pomeroy at 
debbi415@aol.com.  Workbooks are $12. 

† Fathers’ Day Memorials 
  

F ather's Day is June 17.  Anyone wishing to have flowers on the altar in 

loving memory of a father, please make your check payable to Saint 

Paul's Church with the name or names of those to be remembered written on 

the memo line.  All memorials are due June 10.  Contact Gail Winkley with 

any questions at 203-775-3343 or gailwinkley@yahoo.com.  All the 

gentlemen worshiping with us on Father's Day will receive a boutonniere.  

†  Stewardship Reflection 
 

“And if a house is divided against itself, that house 

will not be able to stand.” – Mark 3:25 
 

D o your parish ministries complement each 

other or do they compete against each other?  

Is your parish “one Body of Christ” or a bunch of 

little, separate ministries controlled by human ego?  

The goal of all parish ministries is to bring people to 

Christ.  All of our parish work should be for the 

glory of God’s name, not our own name. 

mailto:debbi415@aol.com
mailto:gailwinkley@yahoo.com
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†  Two Apocryphal Stories  
by Justin Slaughter Doty 

 

“As Tobit and Sarah were praying, God in heaven heard their prayers and sent his angel 
Raphael to help them.” - BOOK OF TOBIT 3:16-17 

 

T 
he Book of Tobit is an ancient Jewish text, written around the 3rd to 1st century 

B.C., which is usually read first in the order of the Apocryphal texts.  Tobit, the 

main character, lived in the town of Nineveh during a period of exile.  His 

faithful piousness was revealed by his dedication to reverently burying the corpses of those 

in the Jewish community who had been thrown away and left out in the street.  Due to the 

beliefs of the era in which Tobit lived, he was considered “unclean” for handling the dead 

and often had to the sleep in the streets rather than return home.  One night, Tobit, sleeping 

in the street, was blinded by the droppings of a sparrow flying above.  He sought medical 

assistance in order to cure his blindness, but no treatments had any effect on him.  Tobit 

began praying to god to help him. 

At this point in the text, a woman named Sarah is revealed to the reader.  Sarah, who 

lived in Ecbatana, was also in trouble and had been engaged in prayer with God.  Every time 

Sarah had married a man - and according to the text, she had seven husbands - the demon 

Asmodeus killed them before the marriage was consummated.  While Sarah and Tobit 

prayed at the same time in different regions of the world, God, hearing their prayer, sent the 

angel Raphael to save them. 

As the story progressed, Tobit decided to send his son, Tobias, on a journey to retrieve a 

large amount of money that Tobit once deposited in Ecbatana.  

The angel Raphael appeared to Tobit in the form of a servant-

for-hire before the journey began.  Tobit wished for a servant 

to be enlisted to travel with his son, and so Raphael joined 

Tobias on the journey.  On their travels Tobias was almost 

eaten by a large fish.  The disguised angel, Raphael, told 

Tobias to kill the fish and use its innards - specifically the 

heart, which scares demons, and the gall, which heals 

blindness - to cure his father.  Tobias eventually arrived in 

Ecbatana and met Sarah.  He fell in love with and married her.  

After the marriage the angel told Tobias to burn the heart of 

the fish as incense.  The smoke forced away the husband-

killing-demon Asmodeus (who fled to Egypt) and Tobias and 

Raphael went back to Tobit.  Upon their return, the gall was 

used to cure Tobit’s blindness. 

The Book of Tobit is a beautiful story that has connections with Job.  Two people pray 

for God in moments of hard time and God, acting in the world, ultimately saves them due to 

their profound faith.  This particular text was quite popular in the medieval period and was 

constantly depicted by masterful painters all the way through the renaissance. 

 

The Prayer of Azariah and Song of the Three Holy Children 

“Glorify the Lord, you angels and all the powers of the Lord, 

O heavens and all waters above the heavens, 

Sun and moon and stars of the sky, glorify the Lord, 

Praise him and highly exalt him for ever.” 

 

The Prayer of Azariah and the Song of the Three Children are one of many additions to 

the Book of Daniel which are in the Apocrypha.  In Orthodox bibles, this prayer would 
(Continued on page 9) 

 

Tobias & Angel 
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appear between Daniel 3.23 and 

3.24.  Though the earliest surviving 

copy is in Koine Greek, the original 

language is believed to be Aramaic 

or Ancient Hebrew.  The prayer is 

written about the “radiant figure” that 

we encounter when reading about the 

furnace in the Book of Daniel.  The 

rest of the prayer praises God’s 

deliverance and prays for Daniel’s 

friend named Azariah.  Both the 

Church of England and The 

Episcopal Church have used this 

prayer liturgically in the Book of 

Common Prayer.  It is the basis for 

the “Benedicite” which can be found 

on page 88 in the prayer book. 

 The prayer was moved to the 

Apocrypha due to the uncertainty of 

its authorship and because many 

believe it to be an addition to the 

Book of Daniel.  Regardless of its 

origins, it’s a fantastic prayer from 

the early period of the Christian 

tradition.  

(Continued from page 8)  Two Apocryphal Stories  

†  Disaster Response – Boy Scout Troop 5 
 

I mmediately after the May 15th “event” that 

devastated certain areas in our community, 

Boy Scout Troop 5 mobilized following its Motto 

“Do A Good Turn Daily.”  Adult leaders and 

Scouts went to several 

areas – Brookfield 

Library, Police Station, 

St. Paul’s Church as 

well as to the homes of 

several elderly 

citizens.  Brush was 

removed, small trees 

hand cut and yards raked over a three day period.  Thanks Scouts 

for your response. 

Additionally, on May 23rd, the Scouts organized a Memorial 

Flag Event – placing American Flags on graves to honor Veterans 

at each of the 11 cemeteries in Brookfield.  Thirty Scouts and ten 

adults in full BSA uniforms participated in this reverent annual 

event.  Another job well done Scouts! 

Boy Scout Troop 5 and Cub Scout Pack 135 are both 

sponsored by St. Paul’s Church. 

The Prayer of Azariah 
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COFFEE HOUR HOSTS 
 

June 10th  8 am - Ferro’s  10:30 am - Church School Picnic 
June 17th  8 am - Melody’s  10:30 am - Lally’s 
June 24th  8 am - Kovacs  10:30 am - Duckett’s 

Contact Mary Allen at 

203-775-6633 or 

chamla@charter.net. 

 

 

 

mailto:Hi%20Dave. %20Could%20you%20please%20add%20that%20we%20needs%20Coffee%20Hour%20hCHAMLA@CHARTER.NET
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†  Hearing God’s “Still Small Voice” 
Loud and Clear  

by Steve Hemming 
 

“Then He said, “Go out, and stand on the mountain before the Lord.”  And behold, 
the Lord passed by, and a great and strong wind tore into the mountains and broke the 
rocks in pieces before the Lord, but the Lord was not in the wind; and after the wind an 
earthquake, but the Lord was not in the earthquake; and after the earthquake a fire, but 

the Lord was not in the fire; and after the fire a still small voice.” 
              1 Kings 19:11-12 

 

K nowledge of technology has typically not been one of my strengths.  In fact, 
whenever I have encountered problems with the Audio/Visual (A/V) equipment 

that I use to support events at Worcester Polytechnic Institute (WPI), my tendency has been 
to avoid trying to do my own troubleshooting, but rather seek out someone more 
experienced and more knowledgeable than me.  My lack of confidence in this aspect of my 
job, has caused me a lot stress and apprehension. 

Reunion Weekend at WPI is one of the most important events that I support each year.  
In large part, the university depends on the donations of its alumni to fund strategic 
initiatives and programs that are designed to provide a better education for the current crop 
of undergraduate and graduate students, as well as bring greater prominence to the school 
that will attract potential students coming down the pike. 

During Reunion Weekend last year, we had a technological failure in the middle of an 
important presentation that WPI President Laurie Leshin was giving to a large group of 
alumni and their spouses.  She was not happy, and instructed her staff to do whatever it takes 
to “fix the problem.”  And while it wasn’t specifically stated, Laurie’s chief-of-staff implied 
that the future of my job might be threatened should the technology not operate perfectly the 
next time it was used for a presentation by the president. 

Moving forward a year from that fateful date to this year’s reunion, another presentation 
by President Leshin to alumni was scheduled for this past Saturday, June 2nd.  We were 
instructed to provide the exact same type of A/V set-up as last year.  Fortunately we had all 
day Friday, the 1st, to arrange and test all the technology to make sure everything worked as 
it was supposed to.  Before I went to sleep Thursday night, I had in mind what we needed to 
do. 

However, I woke-up early Friday morning, with the strong sense that I needed to change 
my original plan and use different cabling to connect all three LCD projectors we were using 
for the president’s PowerPoint (PPT) presentation.  I had not done this before, but believed 
in my spirit that it was the Lord imparting this new wisdom and design to me.  Praise God, 
for after testing the revised set-up, we did not encounter the same problems we had last year. 

I was pleased and relieved that the A/V system was working just fine, until Kyle, the 
Executive Director of the President’s Office came by to preview Laurie’s presentation mid-
Friday afternoon.  Within the PPT presentation, there were four lengthy embedded videos.  
From the moment the second video started playing, the images broke-up and looked 
distorted throughout, whereas all the other videos looked fine.  We attributed the problems 
to the PPT and asked Kyle to work with the Marketing Department to fix the video.  Kyle 
contacted me at the end of the day to let me know that the PPT presentation had been 
tweaked and looked fine on a few different computers in the president’s office.  I retrieved 
the revised file from her, left it on my desk, and went home. 

Because it was critical that Laurie’s presentation ran smoothly the next morning, and 
given the technological fiasco that occurred last year, I went into my prayer room and sought 
the Lord.  As I spent time with God, I was led by Him to do the following: 

ASK – Calmly and confidently, I inquired of the Lord what I needed to do to assure the 
A/V equipment would work the way it was designed to, and not fail. 

· “Call to Me, and I will answer you, and show you great and mighty things, which you 
do not know.”  Jeremiah 33:3 

LISTEN – After asking Him what to do, I sat before the Lord and listened for His 

(Continued on page 12) 
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answer. 
· “Speak, for Your servant is listening.” 1 Samuel 3:10 
TRUST – I determined in my heart that I would trust in the Lord for all that would 

transpire on Saturday. 
· “Commit your way to the LORD, trust also in Him, and He will do it.” Psalm 37:5 
I fell asleep quickly after my time with the Lord, only to wake up very early Saturday 

morning.  I felt compelled to get up and go to work and test the adjusted PPT file.  Upon 
arriving at WPI, I viewed the presentation on the desktop computer in my office, and it 
played through fine.  Just prior to leaving my office to head to the event venue to test the 
presentation on the AV system we had set-up the previous day, I received this deep inner 
prompting to play the file on an older laptop which had outdated Windows 7 software 
installed on it.  To me, the thought of playing the PPT on a 4-year old laptop with old 
software, made absolutely no sense to me whatsoever, yet I distinctly heard a still, small 
voice say “play the presentation on this laptop.”  The file played fine, without any incidents. 

Even though I had two newer laptops loaded with Windows 10 already set-up, I felt 
compelled to bring the old laptop with me as I walked over to Alden Hall, where Laurie 
Leshin’s presentation was going to take place.  I loaded the corrected PPT file onto the same 
Windows 10 laptop that I used on Friday afternoon, when we had discovered the flaws with 
the second embedded video.  But this time I was expecting everything to play through fine, 
particularly the second video in the presentation. 

To my shock and great dismay, the same video that was breaking up and looking 
“jittery” the day before had the exact same problems.  It looked awful!  And to make matters 
worse, when I disconnected the laptop from the device that was distributing the image to the 
three LCD projectors in the room, the videos played perfectly fine on the computer.  I sat in 
horror, as it became immediately apparent to me that the PPT presentation had been fine all 
along, and it was the signal distribution amplifier that was causing the problem. 

I could feel sheer panic begin to well up deep within of me, for I did not have another 
distribution 
amplifier 
available.  And 
while I thought 
we might be able 
to use older 
equipment that we 
had retired from 
our inventory, 
there was no 
guarantee that it 
would work. 
 In desperation 
I cried out to the 
Lord, “What 
should I do now?”  
After several 
moments of 
silence, a very 

subtle, yet strong voice inside of me said “Use the old laptop.”  While I didn’t think 
swapping out a new laptop and replacing it with an older one would fix the problem, 
especially considering the issue seemed to be related to the faulty distribution amplifier, I 
was greatly surprised and very relieved to watch the PPT presentation and all the embedded 
videos play through correctly. 

I am very pleased to report that President Leshin’s PPT presentation played through 
perfectly fine without a hitch in front of a full house of enthusiastic WPI alumni.  As a result 
of this experience, I no longer doubt my A/V troubleshooting capabilities, for now I believe. 

“Jesus said to him, “If you can believe, all things are possible to him who 
believes.”  Mark 9:23  

(Continued from page 11) Loud and Clear  

President Laurie Leshin’s 

presentation to the WPI 

alumni in Alden Hall on 

Saturday, June 2, 2018 

Thank you, Lord, for all 

your help.  I heard Your 

guidance loud and clear! 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8iV8iSAL0aE
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The Opening Acclamation & 

The Collect for Purity 
 

F ollowing the processional hymn is the 
Opening Acclamation - the wording here 

calls to mind the beginning of Jewish prayers that 
also begin “Blessed be God” and uniting our 
tradition to theirs.  In Lent the words change, 
setting penitence in its proper perspective.  In 
Easter, the words change again to the traditional 
Easter greeting found in 
Lk 24:34 and in keeping 

with the greater emphasis the 1979 BCP places on the Easter 
season. 

The Collect for Purity is said next and it has its roots as a 
private, preparatory prayer of the priest dating back to the 11th 
century.  Its tone is reminiscent of Psalm 51 - the great penitential 
psalm of David.  In Rite I it is required to be said by the priest, in 
Rite II it is optional.  The BCP states that the Celebrant alone 
says it as all of us prepare our selves for worship. 

†  About the Service 

Our Daily Bread 

Our Daily Bread for June, July & August is now available on the 
table in the back of the church.  

Our Daily Bread contains a scripture verse and meditation for 
each day. 
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 †  Sunday School Celebration 

A ll are invited to join us in Crocker Hall for a church wide celebration picnic, 

immediately following the 10:30 service this coming Sunday, June 10th.  Come 

enjoy a delicious lunch and join the teachers, children and families who made this Sunday 

School year a memorable success.  Summer Sunday school will begin next Sunday, June 

17th with kindergarten and below in the nursery and grades 1-5 meeting for class.  Please 

join us!  Please contact Tara Shepley at Tbshepley@gmail.com. 

mailto:Tbshepley@gmail.com
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Greeters Needed 
  

Greeting people in a warm way makes 
them feel good about their presence in 

church. 
At St. Paul’s, we are always looking for 
people who feel called to serve in this 

important ministry. 
 If you are interested in becoming a 

greeter, please contact Pam Szen 
(prszen@gmail.com) 

or David Szen 

 

†  Pray It Up 
 

N otice the Red and White prayer request cards in the 
pew?  Each Sunday, fill out your request, put it in the 

red bowl on the table on the way to communion.  Then take a card from 
the bowl either right then or after service.  Pray for that request for one 
week.  How comforting to know that your request is being prayed for 
and that you are praying for someone else’s!  You might just be 
praying for the person sitting next to you!  Or, if you’d prefer - please 
send your request to St. Paul’s at prayingnow2@gmail.com!   

St. Paul’s has started a new ministry … in Portuguese!  Our own Joe 

Bernardo prepares a timely message that is available on our website, our 

Facebook page and our YouTube channel.  You might want to check it out.  

Be sure to “like” it and share it with your Portuguese friends. 

Now with an English 

explanation after the 

credits 

mailto:prszen@gmail.com
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/portugues.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/portugues.html
mailto:prayingnow2@gmail.com
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 10 Things Christians Should Know 

About The Episcopal Church: History 

and Beliefs 

T he Episcopal Church was established 

after the American Revolution when 

it became independent from the Church 

of England.  The Episcopal Church 

characterizes itself as "Protestant, yet 

Catholic."  It is a Christian church 

divided into nine provinces ... Click on 

the red link above. 

https://www.crosswalk.com/church/pastors-or-leadership/10-things-christians-should-know-about-the-episcopal-church-history-and-beliefs.html
https://www.crosswalk.com/church/pastors-or-leadership/10-things-christians-should-know-about-the-episcopal-church-history-and-beliefs.html
https://www.crosswalk.com/church/pastors-or-leadership/10-things-christians-should-know-about-the-episcopal-church-history-and-beliefs.html
https://www.crosswalk.com/church/pastors-or-leadership/10-things-christians-should-know-about-the-episcopal-church-history-and-beliefs.html
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The 

Rector’s 

Forum 

†  You Can Help  

T he second Saturday of each month a group from St. Paul’s 

volunteers at the Jericho Food & Clothing Pantry on Spring Street in 

Danbury.  Please consider signing up by emailing Laurie DoBosh 

ldobosh@tcco.com.  The pantry is also looking for donations of reusable 

grocery bags and plastic bags for the clients to put their food in.  We are 

also looking for coloring books and crayons for the children who come 

with their parents to the pantry (gently used is accepted) and travel size 

toiletries you usually find at hotels are also needed.  Please place 

donations in Crocker Hall bin marked Jericho (left hand brown bin).  

 

T he Rector’s Forum meets every Sunday in the Guild 

Room between services at 9:30 am.  It is currently 

studying the Book of Esther led by Jay Trott.  Esther is the only 

book in the Bible that does not mention God directly, and yet no 

book demonstrates the presence and providence of God more 

clearly.Come learn more about this fascinating woman of God. 

.through the pages of the Bible 

 

We want to hear from you: Region Needs Assessment eSurvey 

Since 2014, the Episcopal Church in Connecticut (ECCT) has been taking creative steps 
to respond to the changing world around us.  These have included changes in governance 
and structure: Regions, Region Missionaries, Ministry Networks, and a Mission Council.  
More recently we have been working on ways to describe what makes a parish in this new 
missional age, and what spiritual practices are hallmarks of those parishes.  Last November 
at our Annual Convention, ECCT passed the resolution, "Assessing Our Resources for God's 
Mission," which called for a Region Needs Assessment.  

     Over the past two months a capable, 
compassionate team from the consulting 

company we hired, CCS, has been 
conducting interviews with a limited 
number of parishes, leadership groups, 
ministry networks, and individuals.  In 
order to hear from the widest possible 
audience, CCS has prepared a survey so 
that everyone will have an opportunity to 
participate in ECCT's Region Needs 

Assessment.  Please click here to link to the 

survey.   

For more info about this project, link here. 

mailto:ldobosh@tcco.com
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001wVd3u5xf_IZUgL67lHH2XA6v78JrLCO5xY5jGvsiWY3Ebpem4zQJxp8BvgE3WDKOIuCfLFUhIN9wnhV3-RKO0ZU_nuNhWNtF_bd5l8rxtLK6Su_5KxcnxU1MhQEju4ZBnxluft1oI-6ecOwlbpqd_g==&c=Jg99WpXMNVBEStKy9rgZYnroJVYI9kLwQS1oV6GZcSOxHcV1OMwLrA==&ch=KzJmMCFKZ2UP8
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001wVd3u5xf_IZUgL67lHH2XA6v78JrLCO5xY5jGvsiWY3Ebpem4zQJxp8BvgE3WDKO13qWaK9c3WH8s37R7vhKgYBdKCYboLaUgzsKIiXwZpl7bkObWHpJrigvczvQcTFUYud3HPkDuCuwcRS7o93pE9liheo-BZr6ARU7OcLk29yuJJ2hS0_hv6kVmItmfloI1gv4hEeE6eiPMi8zUG0Sgg==&c=Jg99WpXMN
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001wVd3u5xf_IZUgL67lHH2XA6v78JrLCO5xY5jGvsiWY3Ebpem4zQJxp8BvgE3WDKO13qWaK9c3WH8s37R7vhKgYBdKCYboLaUgzsKIiXwZpl7bkObWHpJrigvczvQcTFUYud3HPkDuCuwcRS7o93pE9liheo-BZr6ARU7OcLk29yuJJ2hS0_hv6kVmItmfloI1gv4hEeE6eiPMi8zUG0Sgg==&c=Jg99WpXMN
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001wVd3u5xf_IZUgL67lHH2XA6v78JrLCO5xY5jGvsiWY3Ebpem4zQJxo3kiS5rCIznJFSwNbl3z3wuP-qm03vrMBcDrQr21SHpNWDdUbwPyZRY0tyLsmtFIDkZM1zZfxo0aRY9iD3B18H2ML5eeaqx2xAKfORMzQ5ssOawBbag70Sz5OEZ1nYt_A7hynG0QEDJkdfM78ynHb38k4bVfRseEw3TYfpFApjN&c=J
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†  This Sunday’s Readings 

 

The Kingdom of God Is at Hand 
 

 1 Samuel 8:4-20, 11:14-15 

I n our Hebrew Bible lesson the elders of Israel insist that the aging prophet Samuel 
anoint them a king such as governed the surrounding nations.  The biblical 

account refers to the military threat of the Philistines as the primary motivation for this 
request, but other pressures were likely at work as the tribal structure of Israelite society 
underwent change.  God tells Samuel to consent to the request of the elders, but to 
make clear the cost involved in submission to the arbitrary power of a human monarch.  
Yet the people persist in their request and Samuel anoints Saul as king over them. 

 Psalm 138 
A hymn of praise and thanksgiving to the Lord on high who has saved God’s servant 

and cares for the lowly. 
 2 Corinthians 4:13-5:1 
In this passage Paul speaks of the eternal and glorious hope that belongs to Jesus’ 

disciples even in the midst of trouble and mortality.  The apostle has just told of the 
difficulties that beset his ministry.  These, however, have not prevented his preaching of 
the gospel.  Now he quotes scripture to express his conviction that the belief of 
Christians can and must be proclaimed in all circumstances.  Although our physical 
being is gradually decaying, we are inwardly being renewed in accordance with what is 
unseen and eternal. 

 Mark 3:20-35 
In our gospel lesson Jesus is accused of being possessed by the prince of demons.  He 

responds by describing his battle against Satan and indicating that true relationship with 
him is based in the doing of God’s will.  The passage suggests a certain separation between 
Jesus and his own relatives due to the intensity of his ministry.  To those who charge him with 
doing good by the power of evil, Jesus answers with figures of speech - one implies that Jesus 
himself is the man who must first bind Satan before destroying his power.  A warning is given 
not to 
blaspheme 
against the 
Holy 
Spirit - by 
which 
perhaps is 
meant 
calling 
good evil. 

†  Pick Up Your Copy Today!  

 Synthesis CE Study Guides for each weeks readings will 

be available at the back of the church. 

†  Sermon Shorts 
 

"L isten.  Understand.  Act.”  To replay all our 

sermons, audio and videos follow this link for 

the Sunday Sermons.  Check out our Sermon Archives 

as well. 

 
 

Mark 3:20 -- 35 

Here is the Good 

News: Jesus is not out 

of his mind; Jesus is not 

filled with demonic 

spirits.  Rather, Jesus 

has the mind of God; 

Jesus is filled with the 

Holy Spirit - and 

invites all of us to be of 

the same mind and same 

Spirit in a new family as 

his sisters and brothers.  

http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Pentecost/BProp5_RCL.html#reading
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Pentecost/BProp5_RCL.html#response
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Pentecost/BProp5_RCL.html#EPISTLE
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Pentecost/BProp5_RCL.html#GOSPEL
http://saintpaulsbrookfield.com/sermons/this-weeks-sermons.html
http://saintpaulsbrookfield.com/sermons/sermon-archives-2018.html
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Follow Us Live 
The best way to participate at 

St. Paul’s is to attend our worship 
services and join in our various 
events.  However, there are still 
times when you might be unable to 
partake because of weather or 
illness.  Many of our services are 
available on Livestream or Facebook 
Live.  It has been used by our 

“Snow Birds,” 
students away at 
college, parishioners 
on vacation and 

former members who have moved 
away.  Why not introduce it to your 
friends who may be looking for a 
church and don’t know what to 
expect?  The services can be watched 
live or later for up to three weeks 
online.  Just click on the LiveStream 
button or tab on our website for 
more info.  

http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/livestream.html
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†  Your Prayers Are Requested For… 

 

I t is such an intimate time when praying for the health and well being of others and 
such a privilege.  The people that we lift up to The Lord are part of our hearts for all 

time.  Please pray for… 
 
.....Fr. George Hall, Brenda Darling, Jean Stauffer, 
Lorraine Estok and other parishioners convalescing 
in extended care facilities. 
.....Zion, North Branford; St. John’s, North Haven; St. 
Andrew’s, Northford; Christ Church, Norwalk. 
.....Revival at St. Paul’s and the greater Danbury area. 
.....Students of all ages who are graduating. 
.....Ginny Beck, Clayton Ferry, Gary Stein, Joe & 
Barbara Hock, Sue Balla, Rose Barrett, Jim Megura, 
Jay Lawrence, Alex, Teresa Stacchiotti, Mary DeAnzeris, Anthony, Paul Kovacs, 
Denise, Lee Rybos, Sandy Chaleski, Pam Altemus, Stu Terrill, David Lindsay, 
Jennifer, Susan & Rhonda continued healing. 
.....the people of the Republic of Artsakh; the people of South Korea; Diocese of Delhi - 
(North India); and our sister and brother members of the Eritrean Catholic Church. 
.....Christians in the Middle East facing persecution at the hands of ISIS forces.  Pray also 
for radical Muslims throughout the world to come to know Jesus Christ. 
.....Michael for protection from mortar attacks in Somalia with the UN 
peacekeeping service. 
.....Bethel Community Food Pantry, the recipient of our food basket 
collections for the month of June. 
.....St. Paul's Lutheran Church, Danbury, a partner congregation of the 
Jericho Partnership. 
.....Those Who Live Alone. 
.....Cathy Schrull, healing, and peace and comfort during her 
treatments. 
.....Bill Beattie, founder and chairman of the Jericho Partnership, 
complete healing of Multiple Myeloma. 
.....George & Jocelyn Franklin, Bradley and Douglas. 
.....Everyone affected by the recent storm. 
.....Mary Nigro. 
.....Joseph Sampson, Eric’s father, for an upcoming surgery. 

 

†  This & That & Links 
(Click on pictures or red links for more info) 

 

Links We Like 
 

Things That Make You Think 
 

Back Issues of Sword Points 
 

Luke's Story: Trusting No Matter What 
 

 Luke Michaels is a teenager who is 
serious about his faith. He knew the love of 
Jesus at a young age, and he wanted to share 
that love with others—especially youth. He 
began to pray every day that God would use 
him in a big way. Luke says, “I didn’t know 
when He would answer this prayer. And I 
never knew He would answer it like this.” 
God answered Luke’s prayers and gave him a 
platform to reach countless others with the 
message of trusting in God no matter what.  

http://www.zionepiscopalchurch.org/
http://www.stjohns-northhaven.org/
http://standrewsnorthford.org/
http://standrewsnorthford.org/
http://christchurcheastnorwalk.org/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Republic_of_Artsakh
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_sovereign_states#Korea_South
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Eritrean_Catholic_Church
http://www.bethelcommunitypantry.org/
http://www.danbury.org/org/stpaullutheran/
http://www.missionstclare.com/english/prayers/48.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/news/links.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/news/things-that-make-you-think.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/news/weekly-qsword-pointsq.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/contact-us.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=R0wXy_d4pyM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=R0wXy_d4pyM
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†  It Takes An Editorial Board 

Contributors to this Weeks 
Sword Points: 

 

M ary Allen, Susan Balla, Chris Barrett, Ron 
Crowcroft, Justin Doty, Carol Ferro, Steve 

Hemming, Lois Hunt, 
Susan Iverson, Beth 
Miller, Nicole O’Connors, 
Patrick O’Connors, Mary 
Perry, Ken Perry, Kirsten 
Peterson, Debbi Pomeroy, 
Joe Shepley, Tara Shepley, 
Pam Szen, David Szen, 
Ron Switzer, Jay Trott, 
John Tuthill, Don Winkley 
and Gail Winkley. 

 
 

 

Just For Fun ! 
(And Christian Fellowship) 

Random Fact of the Week!  Did you know … that the early 20th-century American rodeo event of 
mounted potato racing could become violent, with biting being almost the only tactic that was 

prohibited?  

Sunday, August 5th 

https://www.facebook.com/saintpaulsbrookfield/
https://twitter.com/#!/StPaulsB
https://instagram.com/stpaulsb/
https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Potato_race
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Potato_race

