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Dear Friends,  

 

The following words from our Book of 

Common Prayer capture how we pray as 

Anglican Christians:  

 

"Keep watch, dear Lord, with those who 

work, or watch, or weep this night, and 

give your angels charge over those who 

sleep.  Tend the sick, Lord Christ; give 

rest to the weary, bless the dying, soothe 

the suffering, pity the afflicted, shield 

the joyous; and all for your love's sake."  

 

As we seek to make St. Paul's a safe 

pasture for those in spiritual need, may 

our common prayer guide us in being 

Christ -centered while reaching out in 

compassion, all to the glory of God.  

 

Faithfully,  

June 7, 2018 
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À   New Relationship  
by John Tuthill 

 

"Then he looked at those seated in a circle around him and said, 
'Here are my mother and my brothers!' " 

  - Jesus in M  3:34 NIV 
 

T he newness and wonder of being made right with God never fades, never becomes "old hat."  A glimpse of this is given in the gospel reading for this Sunday (Mark 

3:20-35).  By Jesus' words, the new degree of closeness that we have to our Savior comes to 

light.  Jesus mother and his half-brothers were outside trying to get through the crowd to 

Him and Jesus is told, "Your mother and your brothers are outside asking for you" (v. 32).  

But Jesus says in reply that those who are with Him 

and who are following, these instead are the ones who 

are called by Jesus as, "my brother, and my sister, and 

mother" (v. 35).  In fact, the new relationship with 

Jesus is so radically more than we can picture by 

comparison to any of even our own closest family 

relationships; in fact, when Jesus' physical half-

brothers James and Jude later wrote the books of the 

New Testament bearing their names, neither makes 

any mention at all about having grown up with Jesus 

as part of His earthly family.  They counted growing 

up in young Jesus' household with Him as completely 

eclipsed by the new relationship Jesus has with them by becoming their Savior - and ours!  

Being rightly related to God again by His grace and through forgiveness of all our sins 

brings us wonderfully close to Him, brothers and sisters in Christ.     Thanks be to God! 

À  This Date on the Church Calendar 
 

Monday, June 11th  
 

St. Barnabas the Apostle 
 

"J oseph, a Levite, born in Cyprus, whom the apostles called Barnabas (son of encouragement), sold a field he owned, brought the money, and turned it over to 
the apostles" (Acts 4:36f).  This is the first mention we have of Barnabas. 
His new name fits what we know of his actions.  When Saul (or Paul) came to Jerusalem 

after his conversion, most of the Christians there wanted nothing to do with him.  They had 
known him as a persecutor and an enemy of the Church.  But Barnabas was willing to give 

him a second chance.  He looked him up, spoke with him, and brought 
him to see the other Christians, vouching for him.  Later, Paul and 
Barnabas went on a missionary journey together, taking Mark with 
them.  Part way, Mark turned back and went home.  When Paul and 
Barnabas were about to set out on another such journey, Barnabas 
proposed to take Mark along, and Paul was against it, saying that Mark 
had shown himself undependable.  Barnabas wanted to give Mark a 
second chance, and so he and Mark went off on one journey, while Paul 
took Silas and went on another.  Apparently Mark responded well to 
the trust given him by the "son of encouragement," since we find that 
Paul later speaks of him as a valuable assistant (2 Timothy 4:11  "Only 
Luke is with me.  Get Mark and bring him with you, for he is useful in 

my ministry."; see also Colossians 4:10 " Aristarchus my fellow-prisoner greets you, as does 
Mark the cousin of Barnabas, concerning whom you have received instructions - if he 
comes to you, welcome him.", and Philemon 24 "...and so do Mark, Aristarchus, Demas, 
and Luke, my fellow-workers.").             written by James Kiefer 


