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† As If They Were an Angel
You welcomed me as if I were an angel of God, as if
I were Christ Jesus himself.
GALATIANS 4:14
Dear Friends,

W

hat if everyone who visited our church was welcomed as
if they were an angel? Our ministry of greeting and
ushering is one of our first points of contact where such a
welcome can be extended. We have room for more greeters
and ushers. Is God calling you to this vital ministry?
Our welcome extends to many other areas of our life together.
For instance, at coffee hour, if we see a person standing alone,
do we greet and envelop them with love and acceptance, as if
they were Christ?
Looking ahead, let's challenge ourselves to meet someone we
do not already know at St. Paul's with a common vision of
welcoming others as if they were angels from God, and even
Christ Jesus himself. May we always be mindful that by
showing hospitality to strangers, we may be showing
hospitality to angels without even knowing it (Hebrews 13:2).
Faithfully,

† In Whom Our Pride Is
by John Tuthill

"Some take pride in chariots, and some in horses,
but our pride is in the name of the LORD our God."

- Psalm 20:7 NRSV (Psalm reading for this Sunday)

P

eople are fascinating. Consider for a moment our common blind spot that veils our
view and keeps us from even acknowledging to ourselves the ways we go "astray"
from God's will. Our need for Christ our Savior is so much more than we even begin to
realize! Not only is there this blind spot people have, not even acknowledging sin-as-sin,
but from several character examples found in the Bible, we can see that much of the time
people going the wrong way are additionally prone to doing so with the utmost feelings of
self-assurance, believing that they are actually succeeding / doing the right thing all while
tragically instead going down entirely the wrong path.
In Exodus we read that Pharaoh wanted to build up and to maintain his kingdom. So, in
his own mind, he naturally felt entirely justified to enslave and exploit the growing number
of Israelite people living in his land. Pharaoh had every reason to believe that this was a
"good" thing and he was unaware that this would so famously end up for countless
generations to read about as such an Old Testament style "epic fail." Likewise, when King
Saul chases David around in the wilderness to kill him, Saul believes that he is only bringing
a disloyal criminal to justice. Too late (and not for long enough) Saul realizes that he is the
one who is corrupted, not David. Saul finally admits this and he says, "I" have sinned!" (1
Sam. 26:21, emphasis added).
So, this problem of sin seems even larger than simply "only" the fact that people do what
is wrong. Sin is usually accompanied by what we all have the ability to do so easily deceiving ourselves and spinning an illusion that a bad decision is actually a good one, or, at
least, that a bad one is "justified." Again from the Bible good insight of this happening is
found when we look at the first brothers, Cain and Able. Their parents had already given in
to the temptation of deciding for themselves the new
definitions of what is good and what is not based on their
own feelings and their own limited knowledge. When
Cain becomes jealous that God favors his brother, he
strongly desires to take matters into his own hands. But
even God warning Cain ahead of time is not enough to
dissuade him from going through with what he so strongly
feels is right to do - murder his brother. The LORD says
to him, look, "...if you do not do what is right, sin is
crouching at your door. It desires to have you, but you
must rule over it" (Gen. 4:6 NIV). So sin and the pridefilled deceptions that it knocks on our door with are
strongly and powerfully appealing. The Apostle Paul
personifies sin also and he writes that on our own we are only helpless "slaves" to sin
(Romans 6:6). Without Christ our Savior, we are helpless first to even know sin-as-sin,
much less able to over-power and master sin on our own. This is why the Gospel of Jesus is
such Good News! Jesus, the Creator, became the one man that never sinned - but yet who
stepped in to take the place of the self-deceived sinners we otherwise certainly all are. As 1
Peter 2:22-24 says; "He committed no sin...yet He carried our sins in His body on the cross
so that we might die to our sins and live to do what is right." To God be the glory!.

2 Corinthians 10:18: For it is not the one who commends himself who is
approved, but the one whom the Lord commends.

Thanks be to God!
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T

he mustard seed - the smallest of the seeds on earth.
Yet when it is sown, it grows up and becomes the
greatest of all the shrubs, and serves others as a haven.
Were our lives as followers sown as small as the mustard
seed, and have they gorwn and blossomed as we hear God’s
voice, thank him for his gifts, and seek to serve him in others?
Name Tags - Please be courteous to your fellow
parishioners, to newcomers, visiting clergy and guests
by extending a warm welcome to them and by wearing
your name tag. And remember to wear them to coffee
hour as well.

† Happy Birthday to You!

E

mily Yurcisin celebrates today! Our regional missioner Eliza Marth will be
blowing out candles on Friday. Bake a cake for Mitch O’Hara, Jr. & Shayla
Jones on Saturday. Throw a party on Sunday for Jeff Janofsky. Delores Ready &
Sylvia Pinheiro will be opening presents on Monday.
David Allen, Dave Baskett & John
Beck will be another year older and
wiser on Tuesday. Randy Altemus
celebrates Wednesday. Have a
blessed day everyone!

† This Week at St. Paul’s
Thu, June 14
Fri, June 15
Sat, June 16
Sun, June 17

Mon, June 18
Tue, June 19
Wed, June 20
Thu, June 21
Sat, June 23

Sun, June 24

- 7:30 pm - Music Night, Sanctuary
- 7:00 pm - Rev. Dr. Beale Teaching, Crocker Hall
- 7:30 am - Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Crocker Hall
7:30 am - John 21:12 Group, Theo’s Diner, New Milford
10:00 am - Rev. Dr. Beale Teaching, Crocker Hall
-The Fourth Sunday after Pentecost
8:00 am - Traditional Holy Communion (LiveStream) (Facebook)
9:30 am - Rector’s Forum, Guild Room
10:30 am - Summer Sunday School
10:30 am - Contemporary Holy Communion (LiveStream) (Facebook)
- 7:00 pm - Men’s Bible Study, Crocker Hall (LiveStream) (Facebook)
- 7:15 pm - Boy Scouts Troop 5, Crocker Hall
- 10:00 am - Holy Communion & Healing (Facebook)
- 7:30 pm - Music Night, Sanctuary
- 7:30 am - Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Crocker Hall
7:30 am - John 21:12 Group, Theo’s Diner, New Milford
10:00 am - PraiseMoves, Crocker Hall
11:00 am - St. Paul’s Quilters, Crocker Hall
The Fifth Sunday after Pentecost
8:00 am - Traditional Holy Communion (LiveStream) (Facebook)
9:30 am - Rector’s Forum, Guild Room
10:30 am - Summer Sunday School
10:30 am - Contemporary Holy Communion (LiveStream) (Facebook)
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† Transforming Saints of God
Thursday, June 14th
Basil the Great
Bishop of Caesarea, 379

B

Justin Doty
preached about St.
Basil at yesterday’s
Wednesday
morning service.
You can watch it
here.

asil was born about 329, in Caesarea of Cappadocia, into a
Christian family of wealth and distinction. Educated in classical
Hellenism, Basil might have continued in academic life, had it not been
for the death of a beloved younger brother and the faith of his sister,
Macrina. He was baptized at the age of twenty-eight, and ordained a
deacon soon after.
Macrina had founded the first monastic order for women at Annesi.
Fired by her example, Basil made a journey to study the life of anchorites
in Egypt and elsewhere. In 358 he returned to Cappadocia and founded
the first monastery for men at Ibora. Assisted by Gregory Nazianzus, he compiled The
Longer and Shorter Rules, which transformed the solitary anchorites into a disciplined
community of prayer and work. The Rules became the foundation for all Eastern monastic
discipline. The monasteries also provided schools to train leaders for Church and State.
Basil was ordained presbyter in 364. In the conflict between the Arians (supported by an
Arian Emperor) and orthodox Christians, Basil became convinced that he should be made
Bishop of Caesarea. By a narrow margin, he was elected Bishop of Caesarea, Metropolitan
of Cappadocia, and Exarch of Pontus. He was relentless in his efforts to restore the faith and
discipline of the clergy, and in defense of the Nicene faith. When the Emperor Valens
sought to undercut Basil’s power by dividing the See of Cappadocia, Basil forced his brother
Gregory to become Bishop of Nyssa.
In his treatise, On the Holy Spirit, Basil maintained that both the language of Scripture
and the faith of the Church require that the same honor, glory, and worship is to be paid to
the Spirit as to the Father and the Son. It was entirely proper, he asserted, to adore God in
liturgical prayer, not only with the traditional words, “Glory to the Father through the Son in
the Holy Spirit;” but also with the formula, “Glory to the Father with the Son together with
the Holy Spirit.”
Basil was also concerned about the poor, and when he died, he willed to Caesarea a
complete new town, built on his estate, with housing, a hospital and staff, a church for the
poor, and a hospice for travelers.
He died at the age of fifty, in 379, just two years before the Second Ecumenical Council,
which affirmed the Nicene faith.
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T

he Hopeline Baby Bottle Campaign ends this Sunday.
Hopeline is a Christian-based ministry supporting women during
unplanned pregnancies. In addition to material assistance for the care
of the newborn, such as cribs, clothing, diapers,
and other supplies, Hopeline offers counseling,
support, and ultrasounds performed on newly
pregnant women by an Ob-Gyn trained physician.
They offer post-abortion counseling to
women of any age.
St. Paul’s supports Hopeline through its
annual “Change for Change” Baby Bottle
Fundraiser. There are baby bottles at the back of the church and
in Crocker Hall that we ask you to please fill with your loose
change and bills and return them on June 17th. Please Note:
Checks should be made out to St. Paul’s with “Hopeline” in the
memo line.
For more information, contact: Lois Hunt or Bonnie Wanzer.

† Vestry Meeting
May 9th
Opening: David Williams opened the
meeting with prayer at 7:33 pm. Mary Beth
Durkin led a Bible study on John 16:33.
There is a great amount of family illness
which has enveloped her prayer time. She
read The Teaching of Adversity by Oswald
Chambers from his devotional and it lifted
her up, reminding her that even when we are
seemingly defeated by adversities, victory is
absurdly impossible to everyone, except
God. Alex Naradzay gave his testimony,
how he had first come to St. Paul’s for a
service after the Sandy Hook tragedy. When
he later suffered with reoccurring cancer he
started going to Wednesday healing services
and knew he needed to be closer to God.
Don Winkley invited him to Saturday prayer
breakfast and he began coming. Fr. Joe
invited him to Monday night Bible study and
he attended. Faced with another cancer
possibility, Sue Champagne told him that
Jesus had told her to tell him that it was not
cancer. Alex went to the doctor and was told
nothing was growing, that they will keep
watching. He came to God’s house to thank
God personally, while he was praying he saw
Jesus who pulled him to himself and said
“you are going to be OK.” The April
minutes were approved as circulated.

Christian Education, and
George Stowell for
Policy Development.
Rector’s Report: Tara
Shepley was here to observe
how we do Vestry meetings. The
Wednesday service is well attended and is
growing, it is our third service. Eight people
will be confirmed or received at Camp
Washington on May 19th. Dr. Greg Beale, a
New Testament Scholar, will be here for a
teaching mission on June 15th-17th, teaching
Friday evening and Saturday morning and
preaching on Sunday. We have a new
weekly online video ministry, “Café com
Joe” (Coffee with Joe) with Joe Bernardo
teaching in Portuguese.
Old Business: The Vestry approved a new
single point of entry security system for the
back door with keyless entry. People can be
seen by the office staff and buzzed in (UPS,
visitors, etc.). United Alarm will provide the
system at a cost of $4,665. The funds will
come from the Capital Campaign. The
Vestry approved $1,100.00 for a new
computer for the office as part of our
upgrade. The new software will be
presented in June to bring all our systems
UTD. AED and CPR classes
will be offered, dates to follow.

New Business: Steve Nagy’s
last Sunday was May 20th,
with Steve preaching that
Sunday about his missionary
Treasurer’s Report: : 99% of Pledges for opportunity. A special coffee hour after each
the Capital Campaign are paid. April income service was held to give everyone an
opportunity to say goodbye to Steve and to
exceeded expenses by $9,000. Mission
fund his mission. The Vestry approved an
budget is 50% paid .
honorarium of $1,500.00 for Greg Beale to
Committee Reports: Dave Allen for
cover his expenses. The funds will come
Property Committee: Vestry approved
from the Blake fund. Bill Schrull asked for
seeking outside funds to assist with stained
our prayers for his Kenya mission trip.
glass window repairs. Mary Beth Durkin for
Memorial Garden: A proposal for enhanced Closing: The vestry prayed for Bill’s trip.
The meeting was closed with prayer at 9:05
maintenance of the Memorial Garden by
pm by Dave Williams.
Shakespeare’s Garden in the amount of
$2,480 was approved by the Vestry with
Respectfully submitted,
money from the Memorial Garden Fund.
Lois Hunt, Clerk of the Vestry
Written reports were submitted by Dave
Allen for Property, Joan Boehm for Adult

Summer Sunday School meets each
week at 10:30 am. Join the fun!
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† A Day for Fathers

M

any of the world's most important holidays are
tethered to Christian themes and events. This is
obviously true of such days as Easter, Thanksgiving, and
Christmas. It is also true of Halloween (Hallowed
Evening) which once was closely linked to All Soul's Day.
Father's Day, too, is linked to Christianity in that it was
founded to celebrate the ideals of fatherhood set forth in
Scripture.
The first widely-promoted Father's Day celebration of
modern America was held in Spokane, Washington on June
19, 1910 (a father's day had been observed in Fairmont, West
Virginia two years earlier with little publicity). The Spokane event
was the brain-child of Sonora Louise Smart (Mrs. John Bruce) Dodd who
envisioned an event as focused in special religious services and involving
small gifts as well as loving greetings from children to their fathers. She
brought up the matter with her pastor and he communicated the idea to the
local pastor's association. The mayor of the city and the governor of the
state endorsed her concept and issued proclamations in support. The famed
politician William Jennings Bryan weighed in with words of encouragement.
Mrs. Dodd dearly loved her father. When his wife died in childbirth, he
was left with six children. Somehow he overcame the difficulties of rearing
them while operating his farm. His devotion to his children sparked Louise's gratitude.
Father's Day was slow to catch on. What Louise had done was not even well known in
her own state despite the governor's proclamation. The idea of honoring fathers with a
special day was actually reinvented independently in several other places, each locality
thinking it was starting something new. Curiously, circumstances led other founders to
select the month of June. In 1916 President Woodrow Wilson had endorsed the idea and in
1924 Calvin Coolidge recommended national observance of the day "to impress upon
fathers the full measure of their obligation" and strengthen intimate ties between fathers and
children.
Despite these presidential pronouncements, it was 1966 before President Johnson
established the third Sunday in June as the date of the celebration. Even so, this was not
made official until 1972 under President Nixon.
The ideals of fatherhood are strong in the Bible. Unlike the gods of other religions, the
Christian God is portrayed as a loving Father. Christ described God as his own intimate
Father and claimed to show in himself what the Father was
like. God gave his beloved son for the salvation of the world.
Consequently, wherever the Christian ideal has prospered,
fatherhood has taken on deeper and more lyrical meaning.
The tender appeals of the apostles John and Paul to their
"children" helped foster this attitude.
William Jackson Smart's self-sacrificing love for his
children led to a national day of recognition for all fathers.
We have a grateful daughter to thank for that.
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† Avoid the Path of Least Resistance

by Steve Hemming

“Show me Your ways, O Lord; Teach me Your paths.”

Psalm 25:4

“T

he path of least resistance” is a phrase that was
coined to describe taking the easiest course or
route to follow. Oftentimes, in order to avoid a painful or
perceived difficult experience, we elect to take a path that
we think will not hurt as much, or will cost us less in terms
of an emotional, physical, financial, or spiritual investment.
But this path may not be the one God wants us to walk
along, for it will unlikely fulfill His purpose and yield fruit.
God often calls us to walk on a path that is fraught with
challenges and trials, not only to carry out His perfect will
for our lives, but also to help us grow and be conformed into
the image of His Son, Jesus Christ. When we decide for
ourselves to take a different, easier route, not only are we
disobeying God, but we will surely not end up where He
wants us to be. The word in Job 6:18 solemnly depicts what
happens when we chose to follow our own path, rather than
God’s; “The paths of their way turn aside. They go nowhere
and perish.”
Remember the Fleetwood Mac song, “Go Your Own
Way”? We learn from reading in the book of Jonah, that going his own way did not bode
well for him, for after hearing the word of the Lord, Jonah opted to hop on a ship headed to
Tarshish instead of speaking out against the Ninevites, as God had commanded him. Jonah
deliberately chose to flee from the presence of the Lord (Jonah 1:3). Have you ever fled
from the presence of the Lord, and gone your own way?
Years ago, I accepted a new position, however, while I knew beyond a shadow of doubt
this was God’s path for me, for many years, I did not know peace.
From the onset of the new job, I was faced with a myriad of challenges. Sadly, rather
than trusting in the Lord to lead and guide me, I became fearful that I could not learn the
new technologies and responsibilities of my position, and I allowed myself to be deceived
into believing that I could not succeed. I avoided difficult projects and requests by
delegating these tasks to my coworkers. I was miserable. I wanted to quit.
Despite my fears, I cannot tell you exactly when it happened, but eventually I came to
the simple, yet obvious conclusion that God would never have placed me in my role to fail.
For He knew the plans He had for me there, to give me a future and a hope (Jeremiah
29:11). As I began to commit my ways at work to the Lord and trust in Him, He brought
everything to pass (Psalm 37:5). While I did not achieve overnight success, once I
determined in my heart that I was going to trust the Lord with my job, I did not fail in any
situation that I submitted to Him.
The successes the Lord has brought forth for me have not come easily. I faced many
trials that have wearied me greatly. But God has given me all the strength and courage that I
have needed, and has been with me each and every step of the way (Joshua 1:9).
The reason why I share all this with you is because, through the Holy Spirit I received an
epiphany while I was at work one day- I was no longer afraid!!! This realization came forth
as a result of remembering all that God has done for me throughout my job experience. It
was the Lord who enlarged my path under me, so that my feet did not slip (Psalm 18:36).
All praise to our God!
Whenever you are fearful and tempted to run away from the challenges set before you
and go your own way, take the path God has placed before you instead, for surely, He will
restore your soul, and lead you in the paths of righteousness for His name’s sake (Psalm
23:3).
“Trust in the Lord with all your heart, and lean not on your own understanding; in all
your ways acknowledge Him, and He shall direct your paths.” Proverbs 3:5-6
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† Scholarly Speaking
The First Book of Common Prayer

L

ast Saturday (June 9) marked the 469th anniversary of the official introduction of the
first Book of Common Prayer. In 1549 that day was Whitsunday when, by Act of
Parliament,* the English Prayer Book was mandated for use. We do
not actually know when the Book was first used because the same act
permitted churches to use it as soon as they had copies, but it was
probably sometime in May of that year.
Public worship in English
actually goes back to 1544 when
Henry VIII called for the
publication and use of an
“Exhortation and Litany” to be
used in Processions. Prepared by
Archbishop Cranmer, it has found
its way into every subsequent
Prayer Book, with minor changes
each time, but with the bulk of Cranmer’s work still
intact. During this period Henry also authorized the
publication of private books of devotion, based on the
Breviary Offices, in English but these seem to have been
limited to private use. They did, however, provide
material for Morning and Evening Prayer in the 1549
BCP.
The next step, in 1548, was the publication of “The Order of the
Communion” that provided a form for administering in English,
and using both Bread and Wine. It was designed for insertion into
the Latin Mass, immediately after the priest’s communion. The
texts have survived with little change in our Rite One service and
comprise an exhortation to be used for announcing a future time of
communion and another to be used at the celebration to encourage
reception, then the invitation (“Ye that do truly….”), Confession,
Absolution, Comfortable Words, and
Prayer of Humble Access, a form of
administration with directions, and
finally a blessing.
As noted above the actual English
BCP appeared in 1549, and was
followed by a new addition with a complete musical setting by
Merbecke. “The Booke of Common Praier Noted” that,
however, soon fell out of use due to the issue of the 1552 BCP
followed almost immediately by the accession of Queen Mary
and the restoration RC worship. Elizabeth restored the BCP,
but Puritan influence was then strong and discouraged service
music† of this type.
- Fr. Bill Loring, Scholar Not in Residence

*

This was the “Act of Uniformity,” so called because one of its
stated purposes was to create a uniform order of service for
use
o you have a question you
throughout England and Wales.
would like answered by our † Elizabeth certainly favored
choral music and the cathedral
Scholar-in-Residence? Send your
tradition of more elaborate settings
ecclesiastical, liturgical, doctrinal,
was maintained but smaller
parishes seem to have sung little
historical or other inquiries to:
more than metrical psalms
Stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com.

D
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† Men’s Bible Study Packing Them In

Find out why more than 20 men gather each week to discuss the Bible. We start
promptly at 7; and end at 8 pm. If you can’t make it person (Hint: Ladies this includes
you), follow us online on Facebook Live or Livestream.

† Transforming Stewardship
“For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, so that each one
may receive good or evil, according to what he has done in the body.”
– 2 Corinthians 5:10

W

e are all accountable for the gifts God has
given us – our time, our talent and our
treasure. Each of us is accountable not only for our
own life but for the lives of others as well. One
day God will ask each of us what did we do with
the gifts we were given. How will you respond?

† Ladies Tuesday AM Bible Study to Resume in Fall

T

he Ladies Tuesday AM Bible Study will be studying, The Book of Isaiah, starting
Tuesday, September 4th at 9:15 am in the Guild Room.
ISAIAH His name meant "the Lord is salvation" and this was his message for over 40
years. Through him the Lord pronounced judgment on the proud who sought to save
themselves. But through him God also comforted the
humble with glimpses of a Prince of Peace and a
Suffering Servant...a desert blossoming...the
prisoners set free....the hungry fed....and the
homeless sheltered.
This will be an 18 week study of amazing
discussions and enlightenment. Please join
us!!!
Please join us in study on Tuesday's from
9:15 - 11 am. Please register by August 21,
2018, by emailing Debbi Pomeroy at
debbi415@aol.com. Workbooks are $12.

† YouTube Milestone

D

id you know that St. Paul’s has posted 500 videos
on its YouTube channel? Our Men’s Bible Study
from last Monday night was the
500th. Since March 4, 2010 we’ve
had more than 24,000 views.
Click on the logo to the right to
check out some of our videos.
11

COFFEE HOUR HOSTS
June 17th 8 am - Heather Melody 10:30 am - Lally’s
June 24th 8 am - Kovacs
10:30 am - Duckett’s
Juuly 1st 8 am - Robin Powell 10:30 am - Reagan Gulielmo
Contact Mary Allen at
203-775-6633 or
chamla@charter.net.
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† Art in the Christian Tradition
Samuel Anointing David

third century. Interior wood panel from Dura Europos
National Museum of Damascus, Syria

T

he third-century Dura Europos synagogue paintings represent the earliest continuous
narrative cycle of biblical
images known in art. The
synagogue was built in AD
244/245 and destroyed in 256 in
the Sassanid sack of the city. This
rapid destruction helped to
preserve its unique frescoes,
whose discovery in the FrenchAmerican excavations in the
1920's marked a new beginning in
the study of Jewish art.
Anointing, followed by an
outpouring of the Spirit, is
documented as part of the rites of
kingship in ancient Israel. For
example, Isaiah attributes the
presence of the Spirit of the Lord
to a prior messianic anointing the anointing oil, like divine
breath at Creation, being a symbol
of new life: “The Spirit of the
Lord God is upon me; because the
Lord hath anointed me.” Note
that it was immediately after
Samuel anointed David that “the
Spirit of the Lord came upon
David from that day forward.”

† About the Service

F

The Gloria in Excelsis

ollowing the Collect for Purity the Gloria
in Excelsis is then sung as a Song of
Praise. It is customary to use the Gloria
at all Sunday and Holy Day liturgies, except in the
seasons of Advent and Lent. During Lent and
Advent we sing the Kyrie which is more penitential

in nature.
The Gloria, the angels’ song from
Christmas, has its origins as a
morning prayer canticle since the 4th
century and was always a favorite of
prayers of the daily office. The
hymn begins with the words that the
angels said when the birth of Christ
was announced to shepherds, as
recorded in Luke 2:14.
13

Greeters Needed
Greeting people in a warm way makes them feel
good about their presence in church.
At St. Paul’s, we are always looking for people
who feel called to serve in this important
ministry. If you are interested in becoming a
greeter, please contact Pam Szen
(prszen@gmail.com) or David Szen
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St. Paul’s has started a
new ministry … in
Portuguese! Our own Joe
Bernardo prepares a timely
message that is available on
our website, our Facebook
page and our YouTube
channel. You might want
to check it out. Be sure to
“like” it and share it with
your Portuguese friends.
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The
Rector’s
Forum

T

he Rector’s Forum meets every Sunday in the Guild
Room between services at 9:30 am. It is currently
studying the Book of Esther led by Jay Trott. Esther is the only
book in the Bible that does not mention God directly, and yet no
book demonstrates the presence and providence of God more
clearly.Come learn more about this fascinating woman of God.
.through the pages of the Bible

We want to hear from you: Region Needs Assessment eSurvey
Since 2014, the Episcopal Church in Connecticut (ECCT) has been taking creative steps
to respond to the changing world around us. These have included changes in governance
and structure: Regions, Region Missionaries, Ministry Networks, and a Mission Council.
More recently we have been working on ways to describe what makes a parish in this new
missional age, and what spiritual practices are hallmarks of those parishes. Last November
at our Annual Convention, ECCT passed the resolution, "Assessing Our Resources for God's
Mission," which called for a Region Needs Assessment.
Over the past two months a capable,
compassionate team from the consulting
company we hired, CCS, has been
conducting interviews with a limited
number of parishes, leadership groups,
ministry networks, and individuals. In
order to hear from the widest possible
audience, CCS has prepared a survey so
that everyone will have an opportunity to
participate in ECCT's Region Needs
Assessment. Please click here to link to the

survey.
For more info about this project, link here.

T

† You Can Help

he second Saturday of each month a group from St. Paul’s
volunteers at the Jericho Food & Clothing Pantry on Spring Street in
Danbury. Please consider signing up by emailing Laurie DoBosh
ldobosh@tcco.com. The pantry is also looking for donations of reusable
grocery bags and plastic bags for the clients to put their food in. We are
also looking for coloring books and crayons for the children who come
with their parents to the pantry (gently used is accepted) and travel size
toiletries you usually find at hotels are also needed. Please place
donations in Crocker Hall bin marked Jericho (left hand brown bin).
16
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Follow Us Live
The best way to participate at
St. Paul’s is to attend our worship
services and join in our various
events. However, there are still
times when you might be unable to
partake because of weather or
illness. Many of our services are
available on Livestream or Facebook
Live. It has been used by our
“Snow Birds,”
students away at
college, parishioners
on vacation and
former members who have moved
away. Why not introduce it to your
friends who may be looking for a
church and don’t know what to
expect? The services can be watched
live or later for up to three weeks
online. Just click on the LiveStream
button or tab on our website for
more info.
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† This Sunday’s Readings
The Hidden Power of Growth

I

1 Samuel 15:34-16:13
n our Hebrew Bible story the Lord sends Samuel to anoint David to be the new king
over Israel. God has rejected Saul as king, but he remains in power and Samuel must
go secretly on his mission. As so often happens in the Bible, one who seems least
likely in the eyes of others is chosen by God to carry out the divine will.
Psalm 20
A prayer and petition for victory in time of conflict.
2 Corinthians 5:6-17
In this lesson Paul speaks of his confident hope and his longing to experience the
transformed body of heavenly existence. It will be like having a new house or set of clothes
replace or - better - be put on over this tent of a body. In any case, we will not
be left just as souls without form, but will have some manner of personal
Mark 4:26 - 34
existence. God’s Spirit is already our guarantee, born from the conviction that
Christ has died and risen. We must live, therefore, no longer for ourselves
The comfort in this
alone, but for Christ, for we will be judged for
parable is to consider
our use of this earthly life.
the possibility that the
Mark 4:26-34
In our gospel Jesus tells the parables of the
most helpful thing I
seed growing secretly and of the mustard seed in
could do to advance the
order to suggest what the kingdom of God is
Kingdom of God is to
like. God’s activity is often unseen and
mysterious, but it will produce its fruit and
take a nap.
bring about the time for harvest. To human
eyes the beginning of the kingdom seems
insignificant, but suddenly it will break forth. The great bush
which the mustard seed becomes is a symbol for the kingdom
of God’s
protection. The
evangelist closes
the passage with
his understanding
that only faithful
disciples can
perceive the
significance of
Jesus’ parables.

† Pick Up Your Copy Today!
Synthesis CE Study Guides for each weeks readings will
be available at the back of the church.

† Sermon Shorts

"I

n need of a family?” To replay all our sermons,
audio and videos follow this link for the Sunday
Sermons. Check out our Sermon Archives as well.
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† Your Prayers Are Requested For…

t is such an intimate time when praying for the health and well being of others and
such a privilege. The people that we lift up to The Lord are part of our hearts for all
time. Please pray for…
.....Fr. George Hall, Brenda Darling, Jean Stauffer,
Lorraine Estok and other parishioners convalescing
in extended care facilities.
.....Iglesia Betania, Stamford; St. Paul’s, Norwalk;
Christ Episcopal, Norwich; All Saints’, Oakville.
.....Revival at St. Paul’s and the greater Danbury area.
.....Environmental ministry networks, eco-justice work;
community gardens.
.....Ginny Beck, Clayton Ferry, Gary Stein, Joe &
Barbara Hock, Sue Balla, Rose Barrett, Jim Megura, Jay Lawrence, Alex, Teresa
Stacchiotti, Mary DeAnzeris, Anthony, Paul Kovacs, Denise, Lee Rybos, Sandy
Chaleski, Pam Altemus, Stu Terrill, David Lindsay, Jennifer, Susan & Rhonda
continued healing.
.....the people of Barbados; the people of Saint Vincent and the Grenadines; Diocese of
Diocese of The Bahamas and The Turks and Caicos Islands - (West Indies) The Rt Revd
Laish Boyd; and our sister and brother members of the Eritrean Orthodox Tewahedo
Church.
.....Christians in the Middle East facing persecution at the hands of ISIS forces. Pray also
for radical Muslims throughout the world to come to know Jesus
Christ.
.....Michael for protection from mortar attacks in Somalia with the
UN peacekeeping service.
.....Bethel Community Food Pantry, the recipient of our food basket
collections for the month of June.
.....Victory Christian Center, Danbury, a partner congregation of the
Jericho Partnership.
.....People in Trouble or Bereavement.
.....Cathy Schrull, healing, and peace and comfort during her
treatments.
.....Bill Beattie, founder and chairman of the Jericho Partnership,
complete healing of Multiple Myeloma.

† This & That & Links

(Click on pictures or red links for more info)

Links We Like
Things That Make You Think
Back Issues of Sword Points
Russ' Story: Surgery Forces Major League Pitcher to Reevaluate His Priorities
Russ Ortiz developed a relationship
with Christ after hearing about Him at
Fellowship of Christian Athletes
meetings in college. He had an
accomplished major league career with
San Francisco and several teams.
Surgery on his elbow was a wake-up
call reminding him of his first love—
God. Now he focuses on others and
runs a business whose proceeds help
people in need.
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Just For Fun !

(And Christian Fellowship)

Sunday, August 5th

ct
Random Fa !
of the Week

ow …
Did you kn
date in
that on this
resident
1954 U.S. P
isenhower
Dwight D. E
into law
signed a bill
e words
that places th
" into the
"under God
s Pledge of
United State
Allegiance?

†

It Takes An Editorial Board
Contributors to this Weeks
Sword Points:

M

ary Allen, Susan Balla, Chris
Barrett, Justin Doty, Steve
Hemming, Lois Hunt, Susan Iverson, Beth
Miller, Nicole
O’Connors,
Patrick
O’Connors, Mary
Perry, Ken Perry,
Kirsten Peterson,
Debbi Pomeroy,
Joe Shepley, Tara
Shepley, Pam
Szen, David Szen,
Ron Switzer, John
Tuthill, Don
Winkley.
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