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† Experience God’s Healing Touch
"If anyone thirsts let them come to me"

JOHN 7:37

Dear Friends,

W

e are a healing oasis as a church, where all are welcome to the
streams of living water. God's healing touch flows just as we need
it, for in receiving divine love do we find our deepest thirst met. Our need
for healing is not only physical, but in mind and spirit as well. Consider
the words of C.S. Lewis:
"Mental pain is less dramatic than physical pain, but it is more common
and also more hard to bear. The frequent attempt to conceal mental pain
increases the burden: it is easier
to say "My tooth is aching" than
to say "My heart is broken."
Jesus came among us to bind
up the brokenhearted, and
continues to do so today
through the Holy Spirit. Join us
this Sunday for our time of
healing prayers, testimonies and
anointed worship as we
experience our Savior
ministering among us with
God's healing touch.

Faithfully,

† What's Your Answer To 'What's The Gospel?'
by John Tuthill

"...Listen! This is the hour to receive God's favor;
today is the day to be saved!"

- 2 Corinthians 6:2 (Good News Translation) (from our Epistle reading for this Sunday)

M

any of us had a nightmarish brush with unwelcome chaos last month - it was
perhaps one of the shortest lasting but also most powerfully destructive storms to
hit our area in many years. At the height such a sudden rampage, it is very natural to
passionately pray to God to provide protection and to beg for an immediate restoration of all
peace - heck, it is natural enough to call out to God at such a time that even some professing
non-believers have been known to suddenly begin very active and very inexperienced prayer
-lives in those moments.
The true nature of everyone's "helpless estate" (usually hidden from our view and
comfortably far away from most of our thoughts) is powerfully and memorably glimpsed
when we are forced to face-down a murderous and sudden storm such as we've just had.
The Gospel reading this Sunday (Mark 4:35-41) also describes a sudden and life-threatening
storm. The disciples (several of which were professional fishermen) were driven by their
panicked helplessness to shriek at their seemingly uncaring and SLEEPING Savior, Jesus,
who lay exhausted on a cushion at the back of their rapidly sinking boat; "Teacher! Don't
you care that we are about to drown?" (Mark 4:38 Contemporary English Version). At this,
Jesus simply got up and He spoke to the waves and to the chaotic winds; "Quiet! Be
still!" (v. 39) Then, Jesus said to his disciples huddled there in the sudden calm and quiet
which He had just restored with only a word; "Why are you fearful? Have you still no
faith?" (v.40).
While people go through their routines of daily living, there is rarely (for most of us) a
panicked thought or a fear of any sudden end to the usual routine. But the "good news" of
Jesus as the one and the only Way of salvation (John 14:6, Acts 4:12) is always before us, in
our panicked times and through our most mundane times too. The word "gospel" literally
means "good news" and my study Bible notes that it is mentioned 93 times through the New
Testament. 2,000 years ago, the Creator of the universe humbled Himself (Philippians 2)
and entered into His own creation as a man to live a perfect and sinless life in order to
sacrifice Himself in the place of sinners (that's everyone -Romans 3:23). For all who
believe (see Hebrews 10:11-18) the restoration of sinners back to peace with God is
"finished" by Jesus' work on the cross (John 19:30). No one can add to or do anything to
earn what Jesus has already done (see 1 John 2:2). That's Good News - because "there is
now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus" (See Romans 8:1). Do we assume
that this is generally and correctly / fully understood in our routine and ever-day world which at times presents moments of chaotic upheaval and destruction with either little or no
warning? There is good news and bad
news in answer to the question: on the
"bad" side, there seems to be only a faint
grasp or even a complete unawareness
of what the Gospel means (see the video
on page 18 of Sword Points for some
funny facial expressions of people asked
the question "What is the Gospel?").
The flip side is, God gives us the gift to
go tell the Good News to everyone and
to anyone. What a blessing!
Thanks be to God!
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W

hen Jesus awakes and calms the sea, he
says to the Disciples, “Why are you afraid?
Have you no faith.” Good questions for the
reluctant steward. Why are we so afraid to return to
God a generous portion - but just a portion - of what
he has so loving given us - everything!
Name Tags - Please be courteous to your fellow
parishioners, to newcomers, visiting clergy and guests by
extending a warm welcome to them and by wearing your
name tag. And remember to wear them to coffee hour as
well.

General Convention Begins Soon!
Officially General Convention runs from July 5 - 13 in Austin, TX.
To learn more and stay informed click here.

† Happy Birthday to You!

D

avid Crisalli celebrates today! Bake a cake for Linda Pendergast on
Saturday. Throw a party on
Sunday for Ethan Mable, Jennifer Kast
& Melanie Schofield. On Monday,
Susan Champagne will be blowing out
candles. Have a blessed day everyone!

† This Week at St. Paul’s
Thu, June 21
Sat, June 23

Sun, June 24

Mon, June 25
Tue, June 26
Wed, June 27
Thu, June 28
Sat, June 29
Sun, June 17

- 7:30 pm - Music Night, Sanctuary
- 7:30 am - Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Crocker Hall
7:30 am - John 21:12 Group, Theo’s Diner, New Milford
10:00 am - PraiseMoves, Crocker Hall
11:00 am - St. Paul’s Quilters, Crocker Hall
The Fifth Sunday after Pentecost
8:00 am - Traditional Holy Communion (LiveStream) (Facebook)
9:30 am - Rector’s Forum, Guild Room
10:30 am - Summer Sunday School
10:30 am - Contemporary Holy Communion (LiveStream) (Facebook)
- 7:00 pm - Men’s Bible Study, Crocker Hall (LiveStream) (Facebook)
- 7:15 pm - Boy Scouts Troop 5, Crocker Hall
- 10:00 am - Holy Communion & Healing (Facebook)
- 7:30 pm - Music Night, Sanctuary
- 7:30 am - Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Crocker Hall
7:30 am - John 21:12 Group, Theo’s Diner, New Milford
10:00 am - PraiseMoves, Crocker Hall
-The Fourth Sunday after Pentecost
8:00 am - Traditional Holy Communion (LiveStream) (Facebook)
9:30 am - Rector’s Forum, Guild Room
10:30 am - Summer Sunday School
10:30 am - Contemporary Holy Communion (LiveStream) (Facebook)
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† This Date on the Church Calendar
June 25th

The Nativity of Saint John the Baptist

J

ohn the Baptist, the prophet, and forerunner of Jesus, was the son of elderly parents,
Elizabeth and Zechariah, and was related to Jesus on his mother’s side. His birth is
celebrated six months before Christmas Day, since, according
to Luke, Elizabeth became pregnant six months before the
Angel Gabriel appeared to Mary.
John figures prominently in all four Gospels, but the
account of his birth is given only in the Gospel according to
Luke. His father, Zechariah, a priest of the Temple at
Jerusalem, was struck speechless because he doubted a vision
foretelling John’s birth. When his speech was restored,
Zechariah uttered a canticle of praise, the Benedictus, which is
one of the canticles in the Daily Office.
John lived ascetically in the desert. He was clothed with
camel’s hair, with a leather belt, and ate locusts and wild
honey. He preached repentance, and called upon people to
prepare for the coming of the Kingdom and of the Messiah,
baptizing his followers to signify their repentance and new
life. Jesus himself was baptized by John in the Jordan.
John had many followers, some of whom became Jesus’ disciples. Because of his
denunciation of the sins of Herod, especially Herod’s incestuous marriage, John incurred the
enmity of Herodias, Herod’s wife, and was put in prison. Through Herodias’ plotting with
Salome, her daughter, Herod was led to promise a gift to Salome, who demanded John’s
head. John was thereupon executed. John is remembered during Advent as a prophet, and
at Epiphany as the baptizer of Jesus. The Gospel according to John quotes the Baptist as
saying to his followers that Jesus is the Lamb of God, and prophesying, “He must increase,
but I must decrease” (John 3:30).

Pilgrimage 2018

Egypt

Israel

Jordan

Starting next week thru mid July several members of our parish will on another
one of our Journeys into the Bible. You can follow their daily adventures online
here.
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† Be Filled with the Fullness of God

by Steve Hemming

“You will show me the path of life; In Your presence is fullness of joy;
At Your right hand are pleasures forevermore.”
Psalm 16:11

J

ust prior to the start of the service at church recently, I received this word from the
Lord:
“You exert so much energy trying to find love from other people and things that you
miss My efforts and intentions to love you. Slow down, be still, and listen for My voice. Be
comfortable and at peace in My presence. Let Me love you extravagantly in My way. No
longer seek to find the love that you truly need from Me, from anyone or anything in the
world. Because you seek love from other people, places, and things, and not from Me, is the
reason why you feel empty. Seek Me for what you need. Allow Me to fill you with My
love.”
As I sought the Lord about this message, He impressed upon me it was for the body of
Christ. However, I encourage you to bring this message to the Lord to discern its validity,
for as the Apostle John tells us in 1 John 4:1, “Beloved, do not believe every spirit, but test
the spirits, whether they are of God; because many false prophets have gone out into the
world.”
In an effort to substantiate what I had heard, I sought God’s word for support, and was
led to several scriptures:
· Psalm 34:10 – “The young lions
lack and suffer hunger; But those
who seek the Lord shall not lack any
good thing.”
· Psalm 46:10 – “Be still, and
know that I am God; I will be exalted
among the nations, I will be exalted
in the earth!”
· Psalm 63:3 – “Because Your
lovingkindness is better than life, my
lips shall praise You.”
· Psalm 118:8 – “It is better to
trust in the Lord than to put
confidence in man.”
· Psalm 107:9 – “For He satisfies the longing soul, and fills the hungry soul with
goodness.”
· Psalm 145:16 – “You open Your hand and satisfy the desire of every living thing.”
· Proverbs 8:34 – “Blessed is the man who listens to me, watching daily at my gates,
waiting at the posts of my doors.”
· Jeremiah 31:3 – “The Lord has appeared of old to me, saying: “Yes, I have loved you
with an everlasting love; Therefore with lovingkindness I have drawn you.”
· Matthew 5:6 – “Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they
shall be filled.”
· Matthew 6:33 – “But seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness, and all
these things shall be added to you.”
· John 3:16 – “For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that
whoever believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life.”
· John 6:35 – “And Jesus said to them, “I am the bread of life. He who comes to Me
shall never hunger, and he who believes in Me shall never thirst.”
· John 15:13 – “Greater love has no one than this, than to lay down one’s life for his
friends.”
· Romans 5:8 – “But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were
still sinners, Christ died for us.”
· Colossians 3:1 – “Therefore if you have been raised up with Christ, keep seeking the
(Continued on page 6)
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(Continued from page 5)

things above, where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God.”
· 1 John 2:15 – “Do not love the world or the things in the world. If anyone loves the
world, the love of the Father is not in him.”
As we grow in our seeking of the Lord for what we need, may we be better able to
comprehend with all the saints what is the width and length and depth and height - to know
the love of Christ which passes knowledge; that we may be filled with all the fullness of
God (Ephesians 3:18-19). Amen.

† Urgent & Critical Needs

O

ur community was recently hit with a devastating storm.
Many of our neighbors are suffering – lack of housing; no, or
inadequate insurance; no transportation to or from work or medical
appointments or school; disruption of income sources. Working with
your Vestry, the Mission Committee is soliciting individual financial
contributions which will be administered by Brookfield Social
Services for “urgent and critical needs.” Checks can be made out to
St. Paul’s with Social Services in the memo line. Consider giving “in
thanksgiving that we as individuals have been spared from tragedy

† Ladies Tuesday AM Bible Study to Resume in Fall

T

he Ladies Tuesday AM Bible Study will be studying, The Book of Isaiah, starting
Tuesday, September 4th at 9:15 am in the Guild Room.
ISAIAH His name meant "the Lord is salvation" and this was his message for over 40
years. Through him the Lord pronounced judgment on the proud who sought to save
themselves. But through him God also comforted the humble with glimpses of a Prince of
Peace and a Suffering Servant...a desert
blossoming...the prisoners set free....the
hungry fed....and the homeless sheltered.
This will be an 18 week study of
amazing discussions and enlightenment.
Please join us!!!
Please join us in study on Tuesday's
from 9:15 - 11 am. Please register by
August 21, 2018, by emailing Debbi
Pomeroy at debbi415@aol.com.
Workbooks are $12.

† Five Smooth Stones

I

n the display case in back of the church are
“five smooth stones” picked up by our
Rector Emeritus, George Crocker, during a
pilgrimage to Israel in the 1980’s. The stone were
gathered from the
field where David
slew Goliath in the
valley of Elah.
Our Old
Testament reading
this week recounts
the story.
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† Art in the Christian Tradition
David and Goliath

Carved redwood, ca. 1935-43
Patrociño Barela, 1900-1964
Smithsonian American Art Museum

P

atrociño Barela never attended church but expressed his
devotion by carving figures and scenes from the Bible. In this
sculpture the three sides depict the young David, the Philistine Goliath,
and another soldier who faces away. Barela carved the three figures
the same size because he
wanted to show how the
power of God made the boy
as mighty as the giant.
“And there came out
from the camp of the
Philistines a champion
named Goliath, of Gath,
whose height was
six cubits and a
span . . . And
David put his
hand in his bag
and took out a
stone, and slung it,
and struck the
Philistine on his
forehead; the
stone sank into his
forehead, and he
fell on his face to
the ground.”
1 Samuel 17:4,49

The Collect of the Day

T

he Collect of the Day begins with the
Salutation - “The Lord be with you / and
also with you.” It has a biblical origin,
† About the Service
stemming from Boaz’s greeting and his reapers’
reply in Ruth 2:4. The 1549 BCP used it three
times; at the beginning of the service; prior to the
Sursum Corda or the beginning of the Eucharistic
prayer; and before the post-communion prayer.
After 1549, all uses of the Salutation were removed
and not restored until 1928. Praying a Collect - a formulaic prayer - goes all the way back to
perhaps the 5th century in Egypt, and praying one specific to the season / day began with the
Roman rite. They are not tied to the lessons for the day. Most are from medieval sources,
some are authored by Cranmer.
A Collect follows a particular formula; addressing God, saying something about God’s
nature, petitioning or thanking God
for something specific usually tied
to what one said about God’s nature,
and concluding with a Trinitarian
doxology. See if you can identify
these elements in the Collect each
week.
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† De Doctrina Christiana and Scriptural Commentary
by Justin Slaughter Doty

I

n the Anglican tradition the holy scriptures are unquestionably a dominant force in
understanding the faith and the holy catholic church. Knowing the salvific property
of the scriptures and their supreme role in the Anglican tradition, how then do we approach
them? Saint Augustine attempts to answer this very question in one of his works titled De
Doctrina Christiana, which was written during the middle of his career
as Bishop of Hippo. De Doctrina is a long text, filled with rich insight
into the Christian faith and techniques for approaching the scriptures.
Though Augustine covers a lot of ground regarding how one should read
the bible, I will address just one of the tenants which Augustine
proposes in Book II of his work. So just keep in mind that this is just
one part of a long writing on how to read the bible!
Church father’s like Saint John Chrysostom, who wrote in the 4th
century, traditionally encouraged parishioners and communicant
members of the church to regularly engage in scripture readings. In one
of Chrysostom’s homilies, he encourages congregations to “one day per
week or at least on Sunday, take the trouble to read the Gospel lessons which you should
look at before hearing these sermons, repeat them frequently at home, investigate their
meaning diligently, note everything that is clear or unclear…” Saint Augustine, in his 5th
century explanation of how Christians should approach the scriptures, built on Chrysostom’s
call to read the bible by also engaging in commentaries from the “Saints.” In a fantastic
display of faithful Christian rhetoric that would make Cicero stricken with envy, Augustine
proclaims:
“I mean, why is it, I would like to know, that if anybody says that
there are holy and perfect people, by the example of whose life
and behavior the Church of Christ cuts off from all kinds of
superstition those who come to her, and in some way or other
incorporates them into herself by their imitating her good
members; and that these faithful and true servants of God, on
laying aside the burdens of the world, came to the holy bath of
baptism, and stepping up from it, conceived by the Holy Spirit
and gave birth to the twin fruit of charity, that is to love of God
and neighbor--why is it that if anybody says that, it gives less
pleasure to the hearer than if he expounds in that sense the
passage from the Song of Songs, where the Church is told, when
she is being praised as a beautiful woman…
Are you learning anything different than when you hear this in plain words, without the
help of this comparison? And yet I don't know how it is, but I find it more delightful to
contemplate the saints when I see them as the Church's teeth that cut people off from their
errors, and after softening up their hardness by biting them off and chewing them transfer
them into its body. I also get enormous pleasure from recognizing who the shorn ewes are,
the burdens of the world laid aside like their fleeces, as they come up from the wash, that is
from baptism, and all give birth to twins, that is to the two commandments of love, and from
seeing that none of them is barren and lacking this holy fertility…
Magnificent and salutary, there, is the way the Holy Spirit has so adjusted the holy
scriptures, that they ward off starvation with the clearer passages...”
(Continued on page 9)
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De Doctrina Christiana

(Continued from page 8)

So, what is Augustine telling us? It can be beneficial to engage in commentary from the
saints in our scriptural devotion. That in his day, the Saints, through their commentary and
through their lives, cut off superstition from newcomers to the church and attached them to
truth by the power of the holy spirit. By that inspiration, many newcomers made the step
into baptism and came to understand the fruits of rest and the “twin” commandments of love
from our Lord Jesus Christ. Augustine goes on to call the Saints the “teeth” that cut us from
error and swallow us into the communion of the church. Once in that communion, the
scriptures ward off our starvation and feed us in the wisdom of the Lord.
Amen!

† Men’s Bible Study Packing Them In

Find out why more than 20 men gather each week to discuss the Bible. We start
promptly at 7; and end at 8 pm. If you can’t make it person (Hint: Ladies this includes
you), follow us online on Facebook Live or Livestream.

† Transforming Stewardship
“…Behold, one is coming after me; I am not worthy to unfasten
the sandals of his feet.”
– Acts 13:25

S

tewardship is a lifestyle, it’s not a program or a process.
It’s how we are called to live our lives twenty-four
hours a day, seven days a week! It challenges us to live “Godcentered” lives, not “self-centered” lives. Reflect on your daily
activities, do you do them for the glory of God or for the glory of
your own name?

Follow Us Live
The best way to participate at St. Paul’s is to attend our worship
services and join in our various events. However, there are still times when
you might be unable to partake because of weather or illness. Many of our
services are available on Livestream or Facebook Live. It has been used by our “Snow
Birds,” students away at college, parishioners on
vacation and former members who have moved away.
Why not introduce it to your friends who may be
looking for a church and don’t know what to expect?
The services can be watched live or later for up to
three weeks online. Just click on the LiveStream
button or tab on our website for more info.
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Holy Land Revisited
† The Jesus Boat 

I

Here’s our group
visiting the Jesus
Boat in 2013.

n desert country life, a drought is as much a part of living as dying. The desert is a
harsh place, especially in biblical times when those in Galilee depended on fishing to
survive. A drought almost always brought bad times, even death.
Late in January 1986, during one such drought, between the ancient harbors of Gennesar
and Magdala, local residents (ironically fisherman brothers like Peter and Andrew) made the
chance discovery of a boat’s oval outline in the muddy lake bed. Word spread like wildfire.
In less than two weeks, local newspapers were announcing discovery of “the Jesus Boat!”
Archaeologists, called to examine the still unexcavated vessel, announced it was the first
ancient ship ever found in the Sea of Galilee. They suggested that it was built and used
between 100 B.C. and 100 A.D. – the time of Jesus of Nazareth!
Marathon, round-the-clock excavations ensued, racing against both the now-rising
waters of the Sea of Galilee and treasure seekers. The archaeologists even invented new
techniques of
excavation and
preservation as they
went along. Just
before the site was
flooded, the almost
completely intact
hull was fully
excavated, encased
in polyurethane, and
floated to shore for
further study and
conservation.
The boat is
almost 27 feet long,
just shy of eight feet
wide, and roughly
four and a half feet
high. It was
probably of the Sea
of Galilee’s largest class of ships. Fore and aft sections were most likely decked and it had a
mast, meaning it could be both sailed and rowed depending on the weather.
Evidence of repeated repairs suggests the boat had a long life. Studies of ancient ships
suggest this vessel had a crew of five (four rowers and a helmsman). The ancient Jewish
historian Josephus Flavius referred to such ships holding 15 people. Skeletal remains from
Galilee during this period indicate males averaged five feet, five inches tall, and weighed
roughly 140 pounds. Fifteen such men could easily fit into this vessel. So that begs the
question: did Jesus and His 12 men sail together in this boat?
The Galilee boat dates to the general time of Jesus’ ministry. It was the type used by
Jesus and the Twelve, and large enough to hold 13 men. It could have been in use at the
same time He sailed the sea here, but Jesus cannot be connected to this particular boat with
any degree of certainty. Still, it does help us visualize daily life in Galilee, daily life as Jesus
knew it.
Today, you can see the Jesus Boat at the Yigal Alon Center (operated by the Kibbutz
(Continued on page 11)
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(Continued from page 10)

Ginosar), on the western shore of the Sea of Tiberius. It’s
something you should not miss. You’ll be treated to a
fascinating video about the boat’s history, discovery, and
journey to the museum. The gift shop has some amazing
items related to the boat’s history as well. If you exit at
the rear of the museum, you’ll be greeted by the Sea of
Galilee. Use this once in a lifetime opportunity to take a
boat ride on the same lake that Peter and his friends
fished, and where the Jesus Boat sailed so many years ago.
It’s all rather surreal when it sinks in that these men
really lived here, droughts and storms and all, and used a
boat just like the Jesus Boat. Perhaps the other amazing
part of this story is how a drought gave life, maybe for the
first time ever, to a kibbutz and their two fishermen,
Moshe and Yuval. Peter and Andrew would most likely
approve!
Reflection on Stewardship...

W

ould you get into a boat if you expected stormy weather? A faithful
follower gets in, trusting that God will keep their journey safe.

The
Rector’s
Forum

T

he Rector’s Forum meets every Sunday in the Guild
Room between services at 9:30 am. It is currently
studying the Book of Esther led by Jay Trott. Esther is the only
book in the Bible that does not mention God directly, and yet no
book demonstrates the presence and providence of God more
clearly.Come learn more about this fascinating woman of God.
.through the pages of the Bible
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COFFEE HOUR HOSTS
June 24th 8 am - Kovacs
10:30 am - Duckett’s
July 1st 8 am - Robin Powell 10:30 am - Reagan Gulielmo
July 8th 8 am - Polly Sorentino 10:30 am - Jack Collins
Contact Mary Allen at
203-775-6633 or
chamla@charter.net.
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St. Paul’s has started a
new ministry … in
Portuguese! Our own Joe
Bernardo prepares a timely
message that is available on
our website, our Facebook
page and our YouTube
channel. You might want
to check it out. Be sure to
“like” it and share it with
your Portuguese friends.
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Greeters Needed
Greeting people in a warm way makes them feel
good about their presence in church.
At St. Paul’s, we are always looking for people
who feel called to serve in this important
ministry. If you are interested in becoming a
greeter, please contact Pam Szen
(prszen@gmail.com) or David Szen

VBS
applications
are available
on the table
in the rear
of the
church.
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† Pray It Up

N

otice the Red and White prayer request cards in the
pew? Each Sunday, fill out your request, put it in the
red bowl on the table on the way to communion. Then take a card from
the bowl either right then or after service. Pray for that request for one
week. How comforting to know that your request is being prayed for
and that you are praying for someone else’s! You might just be
praying for the person sitting next to you! Or, if you’d prefer - please
send your request to St. Paul’s at
prayingnow2@gmail.com!

Summer Sunday School meets each
week at 10:30 am. Join the fun!
“He said to them, ‘Why are you afraid? Have you
no faith?’” – Mark 4:40

M

ost of us like to be in control. Loss of
control makes us fearful. Try changing
your perspective, let God be the pilot! There’s an
old saying “do you want to make God laugh? Tell
him your plans.” Put your trust in God, He always
has a better plan!

T

† You Can Help

he second Saturday of each month a group from St. Paul’s
volunteers at the Jericho Food & Clothing Pantry on Spring Street in
Danbury. Please consider signing up by emailing Laurie DoBosh
ldobosh@tcco.com. The pantry is also looking for donations of reusable
grocery bags and plastic bags for the clients to put their food in. We are
also looking for coloring books and crayons for the children who come
with their parents to the pantry (gently used is accepted) and travel size
toiletries you usually find at hotels are also needed. Please place
donations in Crocker Hall bin marked Jericho (left hand brown bin).
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† This Sunday’s Readings
“Peace! Be Still!”
1 Samuel 17: 1a, 4-11, 19-23, 32-49
n our Hebrew scripture lesson the young man David, already secretly anointed by
Samuel as king over Israel, arrives in Saul’s encampment. Here the Israelites have
engaged the Philistines. Goliath, a large and impressively arrayed Philistine warrior, has
challenged the Israelites to produce anyone equal to him in battle, and David, hearing the
challenge, volunteers. He goes to battle without the customary armor and fells Goliath with a
single stone from his slingshot.
Psalm 9:9-20
A petition for personal deliverance to God who will not forget the poor, the needy, or the
oppressed.
2 Corinthians 6:1-13
In our epistle reading Paul continues to commend himself, together with
Mark 4:35 - 41
the ministry of his coworkers, to the troubled Corinthian church. Paul and his
colleagues have proven the value of their ministry through multiple and
The moral of this story
profound sufferings, and also in the tenor and quality of their labors. They do
is NOT: run to Jesus
all of this in service to Christ and for the benefit of those for whom they strive,
when you are in a crisis
and at great personal cost. They have opened their hearts in every way to the
Corinthians, and now Paul asks that their love and care find reciprocation.
and he will make the
Mark 4:35-41
storm go away. Rather
The gospel is the story of Jesus’ stilling of the storm. The narrative was
the moral is: run to
used in the life of the early church to stress the importance of faith in difficult
times. Still more significantly, it served to emphasize the majesty of the Lord
Jesus when you are in
Jesus whose power could control destructive natural forces and, symbolically,
crisis and learn from him
the cosmic forces of evil. Audiences of that time would recognize the parallel
the source of his calm.
between Jesus’ sovereignty over the storm and the power of God shown when
he, according to myth, conquered the watery chaos and formed the world.

I

† Pick Up Your Copy Today!
Synthesis CE Study Guides for each weeks readings will
be available at the back of the church.

† Sermon Shorts

"R

eceiving and Resounding God’s Word.” To
replay all our sermons, audio and videos
follow this link for the Sunday Sermons. Check out
our Sermon Archives as well.
17
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† Your Prayers Are Requested For…

t is such an intimate time when praying for the health and well being of others and
such a privilege. The people that we lift up to The Lord are part of our hearts for all
time. Please pray for…
.....Fr. George Hall, Brenda Darling, Jean Stauffer,
Lorraine Estok and other parishioners convalescing
in extended care facilities.
.....St. Saviour’s, Old Greenwich; St. Ann’s, Old Lyme;
Grace Church, Old Saybrook; Good Shepherd, Orange.
.....Revival at St. Paul’s and the greater Danbury area.
.....Summer chapels in Norfolk and Fenwick; summer
outdoor worship services; Vacation Bible Schools,
parish-based summer camp programs and mission trips.
.....Ginny Beck, Clayton Ferry, Gary Stein, Joe & Barbara Hock, Sue Balla, Rose
Barrett, Jim Megura, Jay Lawrence, Alex, Teresa Stacchiotti, Mary DeAnzeris,
Anthony, Paul Kovacs, Denise, Lee Rybos, Sandy Chaleski, Pam Altemus, Stu Terrill,
David Lindsay, Jennifer, Susan & Rhonda continued healing.
.....the people of Bosnia and Herzegovina; the people of Seychelles; Diocese of Dornakal (South India) The Rt Revd Vadapalli Prasada Rao; and our sister and brother members of
the Anglican Church of Burundi.
.....Christians in the Middle East facing persecution at the hands of ISIS forces. Pray also
for radical Muslims throughout the world to come to know Jesus Christ.
.....Michael for protection from mortar attacks in Somalia with the UN peacekeeping
service.
.....Bethel Community Food Pantry, the recipient of our food basket collections for the
month of June.
.....Zion Pentecostal Church, Danbury, a partner congregation of the Jericho Partnership.
.....A Prayer Attributed to St. Francis.
.....Cathy Schrull, healing, and peace and comfort during her treatments.
.....Bill Beattie, founder and chairman of the Jericho Partnership, complete healing of
Multiple Myeloma.

† This & That & Links

(Click on pictures or red links for more info)

Links We Like
Things That Make You Think
Back Issues of Sword Points
What Is the Gospel?
Random
people on the
Oregon State
campus were
asked "what is the
Gospel?" No
answers were
taken out, this
video features
everyone we
spoke to. Real
Life is a Christian
college group that
meets on the OSU
campus. .
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Just For Fun !

(And Christian Fellowship)

Sunday, August 5th
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It Takes An Editorial Board
Contributors to this Weeks
Sword Points:

M

ary Allen, Susan Balla, Chris
Barrett, Justin Doty, Steve
Hemming, Lois Hunt, Susan Iverson, Beth
Miller, Nicole
O’Connors, Patrick
O’Connors, Mary
Perry, Ken Perry,
Kirsten Peterson,
Debbi Pomeroy,
Joe Shepley, Tara
Shepley, Pam Szen,
David Szen, Ron
Switzer, John
Tuthill, Don
Winkley.
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