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Vol. LXV-No. 9 
 

The Sword of the 
Spirit was started 

in 1954 by the Rev. 
A. Pierce Middleton 

Dear Friends, 

O 
n a recent Wednesday service, just as I was about to receive Communion 

before distributing the Sacrament to everyone else, the sound of little feet 

running up the aisle caught my attention.  Suddenly at the altar rail was a 

young child with hands eagerly out.  For the first time in twenty-two years of 

celebrating 

Communion, I 

put down my 

priest's Host and 

communicated a 

congregant first.  

Jesus' words to 

his disciples 

about the priority 

of our children 

were never more 

relevant to me 

than in that 

moment. 

Welcoming our 

children is central 

to our mission as 

followers of 

Jesus.  And 

protecting our 

children is essential in offering a safe pasture for our little lambs to spiritually 

flourish.  In addition to our regular "Safe Church" training for all teachers, leaders 

and volunteers, we are offering a special course this fall, "Safeguarding God's 

Children," to further foster an environment of loving care for our youth. 

The Holy Spirit is drawing new families and children to our church. Please join us in 

welcoming, supporting and equipping them to be all that they can be in God's family 

as they discover the everlasting love of the Lord. 

Faithfully, 
St. Paul’s Church 

174 Whisconier Road 

Brookfield, Connecticut   06804 

(203) 775-9587 

www.SaintPaulsBrookfield.com 
 

The Rev. Joseph Shepley, Rector 

Beth Miller, Parish Office Coordinator 

Dare to Dream, Beloved 

 

Jesus said, "Let the little children come to me, and do not 

hinder them, for the kingdom of heaven belongs to such as these" 

 Matthew 19:14 

http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com
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†  Let the Little Children ... 
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†   Sin Baggage Check 
by John Tuthill 

 

They noticed that some of his disciples were eating their food 
with hands that were ritually unclean - that is, they had not 
washed them in the way the Pharisees said people should. 

 

  - Mark 7:2 (Good News Translation) 
 

I 
n our gospel reading this Sunday (Mark 7:1-8, 15-15, 21-23) Jesus takes more heat 

and criticism from the religious leaders of His day.  What could be their problem 

with Jesus this time?  Their gripe this time is that they have come all the way out 

from Jerusalem just to observe that "some of" His disciples had not washed their hands in 

the ritualistic way required of the Jews by their oral traditions.  Jesus was well aware of the 

hundreds of man-added laws of tradition with which the religious leaders burdened God's 

people.  His response to their complaint is to quote to them from the Prophet Isaiah: "This 

people honors me with their lips, but their hearts are far from me..." (Isaiah 29:13).  Jesus 

goes on to declare that the real problem keeping people from being put back into fellowship 

with God has nothing to do with which foods are put into the mouth by ritualistically 

"unclean" hands.  The problem has everything to do with what comes out of the mouth - 

namely, the sinful words and sinful actions driven by what's inside the human heart. Jesus is 

very specific about what those sins are and He lists them in verses 21-23!  But His point is 

found back in verse 15: "there is nothing outside a person that by going in can defile, but the 

things that come out are what defile." 

How ironic this whole situation is!  Instead of the religious leaders recognizing that the 

obvious and true problem dwells within the human heart itself, their complaints against the 

One here to fix the problem are petty and could not be any further beyond and beside the 

point.  The Savior that has come to fix us is standing right before their eyes and instead of 

joy over that fact there is only anger that their man-made traditions are not being followed 

closely enough for their own approval. 

 Meanwhile, keeping the God-given Law and commandments 

(the Ten Commandments) is something all have failed to do (see 

Romans 3:23).  While also following them IS still required by 

God.  So, if ritualistically washing hands and food misses the 

point and in no way to be restores anyone to God, what then is 

the way?  In Jesus' first recorded miracle as an adult, He 

famously converted water at the wedding feast for washing into 

the finest wine for all the guests.  The water was kept in stone 

jars dedicated for washing.  But when that became wine, it made 

the stone jars evermore unfit to hold the ritualistic washing 

water from that time on.  There is no more self-cleansing of sin 

as an option.  The blood of Jesus shed on the cross for you and 

for me is the only answer and is now the only way to be 

cleansed of our sin.  Jesus "became sin" in our place although 

He never sinned.  He now carries the bags we have stuffed to 

overflowing with our own sin.  We can (and we must!) trust 

Jesus to all of it, every bit that only He can carry. 

Thanks be to God! 
 "...Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners--of 

whom I am the worst...But for this very reason I was shown 

mercy, so that in me, the worst of sinners, Christ Jesus might 

display His perfect patience, as an example to those who would 

believe in Him for eternal life.…"  Apostle Paul, 1 Timothy 1:15 
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†  This Week at St. Paul’s 
 

Sat, Sep   1 - 7:30 am - Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Crocker Hall 
  7:30 am - John 21:12 Group, Theo’s Diner, New Milford 
  10:00 am - PraiseMoves, Crocker Hall 
Sun, Sep   2 -- The Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
  8:00 am - Traditional Holy Communion  (Livestream) 
  10:30 am - Summer Sunday School 
  10:30 am - Contemporary Holy Communion  (Livestream) 
Mon, Sep   3 -  Labor Day 
Tue, Sep   4 - 9:15 am - Tuesday Women’s AM Bible Study, Guild Room 
Wed, Sep   5 - 10:00 am - Holy Communion & Healing  (Facebook) 

Thu, Sep   6 - 7:30 pm - Mission Committee, Guild Room 
  7:30 pm - Property Committee, Classroom 
  7:30 pm - Music Night, Sanctuary 
Sat, Sep   8 - 7:30 am - Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Crocker Hall 
  7:30 am - John 21:12 Group, Theo’s Diner, New Milford 
  9:00 am - Scripture Reading Course, Sanctuary 
  10:00 am - Jericho Food Pantry, Danbury 
Sun, Sep   9 - The Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
  8:00 am - Traditional Holy Communion  (Livestream) 
  10:30 am - Sunday School 
  10:30 am - Contemporary Holy Communion  (Livestream) 

“Transforming Lives 

Through Jesus” 

St. Paul’s Church 

Brookfield, Connecticut 

Saintpaulsbrookfield.com 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+21:12&version=NRSVA
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/livestream.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/livestream.html
https://www.facebook.com/saintpaulsbrookfield/
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+21:12&version=NRSVA
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/livestream.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/livestream.html
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†  Labor Day 

My God, Father and Savior, since you have commanded 

us to work in order to meet our needs, sanctify our labor that 

it may bring nourishment to our souls as well as to our bodies. 

Make us constantly aware that our efforts are worthless 

unless guided by your light and by your hand. 

Make us faithful to the particular tasks for which you have 

bestowed upon us the necessary gifts, taking from us any 

envy or jealousy at the vocations of others. 

Give us a good heart to supply the needs of the poor, 

saving us from any desire to exalt ourselves over those who 

receive our bounty. 

And if you should call us into greater poverty than we humanly desire, save us 

from any spirit of defiance or resentment, but rather let us graciously and humbly 

receive the bounty of others. 

Above all, may every temporal grace be matched by 

spiritual grace, that in both body and soul we may live to 

your glory.  Amen. 
 

L abor Day, the first Monday in September, is a 

creation of the labor movement and is dedicated to 

the social and economic achievements of American workers.  

It constitutes a yearly national tribute to the contributions 

workers have made to the strength, prosperity and well-being 

of our country. 

The first Labor Day holiday was celebrated on Tuesday, September 5, 1882, in New 

York City, in accordance with the plans of the Central Labor Union.  The Central Labor 

Union held their second Labor Day holiday just a year later.  In 1884, the first Monday in 

September was selected as the holiday, as originally proposed.  The idea spread with the 

growth of labor organizations and in 1885 Labor Day was celebrated in many industrial 

centers of the country. 

The form that the observance and celebration of Labor Day should take was outlined in 

the first proposal of the holiday - a street parade to exhibit to the public “the strength and 

esprit de corps of the trade and labor organizations” of the community, followed by a 

festival for the recreation and amusement of the workers and their families.  Speeches by 

prominent men and women were introduced later as more emphasis was placed upon the 

economic and civic significance of the holiday.  

Still later, by a resolution of the American 

Federation of Labor Convention of 1909, the 

Sunday preceding Labor Day was adopted as 

Labor Sunday and dedicated to the spiritual and 

educational aspects of the labor movement. 

 Although Labor Day is a secular day, a 

number of organizations and houses of worship 

express good wishes for the day with prayers. 

Prayer by John Calvin 

appropriate for Labor Day 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Labor_Day
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Labor_Day
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Central_Labor_Union
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†  Which Door Will You Choose?   
by Steve Hemming 

 

“Strive to enter through the narrow door; 
for many, I tell you, will seek to enter and will not be able.” 

              Luke 13:24 
 

R 
emember the original Let’s Make a Deal television game show, with Monty Hall 
as the host?  My favorite deal was the “Three Door Contest” when Monty would 
offer a contestant either what was behind door number one, door number two, or 

door number three, in exchange for the prize they had already won.  It was always a risk 
because none of the participants knew what was behind any of the doors.  Depending on 
what they chose, the player could lose it all, or possibly win something even bigger and 
better than their current winnings. 

The word of God makes it very 
clear as to where the doors in our 
lives lead to.  In Genesis 4:7, God 
warns Cain to control his anger 
towards his brother, Abel, “If you 
do what is right, will you not be 
accepted?  But if you refuse to do 
what is right, sin is crouching at 
your door; you are its object of 
desire, but you must master it.”  If 
we allow sin to become our master, 
we’ll become enslaved, as described 
in Romans 6:16; “Do you not know 
that to whom you present yourselves 
slaves to obey, you are that one’s 
slaves whom you obey, whether of 
sin leading to death, or of obedience 
leading to righteousness?” 

In John 10:9, our Lord Jesus declares; “I am the door.  If anyone enters in by Me, he will 
be saved, and will go in and will go out and will find pasture.”  And in John 14:6, He 
affirms; “I am the way, the truth, and the life.  No one comes to the Father except through 
Me.” 

Unlike Let’s Make a Deal, God tells us ahead of time what the outcome of our choices 
will be.  And our Abba Father always wants us to make the best decision for our lives, as in 
Deuteronomy 30:19 “I call heaven and earth as witnesses against you today that I have set 
before you life and death, blessing and cursing.  So choose life, so that you and your 
descendants may live.” 

So, given the examples cited in God’s word above, do you want what is behind the door 
leading to sin, destruction, and 
death?  Or, would you rather 
have what is behind the door that 
leads to life?  Which door will 
you choose?  The choice is 
obvious. 
 
“Enter by the narrow gate; for 
wide is the gate and broad is 
the way that leads to 
destruction, and there are 
many who go in by it.  Because 
narrow is the gate and difficult 
is the way which leads to life, 
and there are few who find it.” 

 Matthew 7:13-14 
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 Thank You 

T he Sunday school ministry would like to offer a warm thank you to all of 
the volunteers that made sure our children were taken care of over the 
summer.  Thank you to Carol Ferro and Julie Astbury for their assistance in 

the Grade 1-5 classroom and thank you to Juliet Barbieri, Helen 
Sheridan, Marie and Christian Williams, Sandra and Reyna Sampson and 
Liana Gaudenzi for your help in nursery! 
 

Sunday School Kick Off - Sunday, September 9th! 

W e are so excited to begin another Sunday School year very soon!  
On Sunday, September 9th, during the 10:30am service, we will 

officially start our new school year.  Registration packets will be handed 
out at the back of the church when you arrive.  Please fill out the top 
information form and return it to Nicole O’Connors.  You can send it to 
class with your child or place it in the container on the back table.  Each 
week, children will be invited up to the altar for a children’s sermon 
and then dismissed to class.  They will return to the service just 

prior to Communion.  Our classroom levels for this school year are: 
Nursery - Birth to age 3 
Level 1 - Preschool, pre-K and Kindergarten 
Level 2 - Grades 1-3 
Level 3 - Grades 3-6 
Level 4 - Youth group, grades 7-12 
*Please note that third graders are split between two levels based on 

class size and the best fit for each child. 
We will host an ‘open house’ beginning at 10 am on the morning of September 9th.  Our 

classrooms will be open a little early and our teachers will be ready to meet you if your child 
or your family would like to swing by to see their classroom or meet their teacher in 
advance.  We look forward to the year ahead.  Please contact Nicole at 
nmoconnors@gmail.com if you have any questions or concerns. 

 

Adopt a Sunday School Teacher! 

O ur dedicated Sunday school staff are amazing.  They volunteer time each 
week to plan a lesson that will draw our children’s hearts closer to God.  

I am looking for a few parishioners that would like to ‘adopt’ a Sunday school 
teacher for the year.  You would commit to praying for the teacher, their 
students and their classroom throughout the school year, along with 
planning a little surprise for them each season (fall, winter and spring!).  
You can use the 3 ideas that I have created or make this project your own 
to ensure that our teachers feel supported and encouraged.  Please see 

Nicole O’Connors at coffee hour for more information! 

“Look at what our 

children were up to 

in Sunday school 

this summer - 

studying the 

character of God!”  

 

 

mailto:nmoconnors@gmail.com
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†  Scripture Reading Course 

W e are pleased to hold a Scripture reading seminar on Saturday, September 8th at 

9:00 am in the sanctuary (should be over by 11).  Our own Tim Huber, a 

professional presenter, among many other gifts, will lead us in the 

following:  

 Significance and role of public Scripture Reading in Worship 

 Why does it matter and why should we invest time in doing it well? 

 Preparing the text 

 How to read, process, and seek to understand a passage in the Holy 

Spirit 

 Includes a practical process for preparing 

 Delivering the reading 

 Using the body and the voice to communicate God's Word 

 Includes exercises and practical suggestions 

 Practicum 

 Preparing a passage - working together and individually 

 Reading a passage - practice and feedback  

 This course is open to all with particular focus on further training 

our current lectors/servers.  Please sign up by contacting Beth Miller at 

bethmiller.stpaul@gmail.com 

Our Daily Bread 

O ur Daily Bread 

for September, 

October & 

November is now 

available on the 

table in the back 

of the church.  

Our Daily 

Bread contains 

a scripture 

verse and 

meditation 

for each 

day. 

Sacristans for September 

The sacristans for September are 

Mary Allen, Doreen McManus, 

and Joyce Sarver. 

“E very generous act of giving, with every 
perfect gift is from above, coming 

down from the Father…”  If this is true, does our 
giving of all things - ourselves in service to others, 
our financial resources to support the church, 
our loving responses to those around us - reflect 
God’s abundant giving, or our more scarcity-
oriented attitudes? 

mailto:bethmiller.stpaul@gmail.com
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The 

Rector’s 

Forum 

T he Rector’s Forum will be off the 

next two weeks. It will resume on 

September 16th 

 

 

 

†  Greeters Needed 
 

Greeting people in a warm way makes them feel 
good about their presence in church. 

At St. Paul’s, we are always looking for people 
who feel called to serve in this important ministry.  
If you are interested in becoming a greeter, please 

contact Pam Szen (prszen@gmail.com) or David 
Szen 

†  Happy Birthday to You! 
 

J eanne Hill & Shannon Palmer celebrate today!  Sunday is the big 

day for Linda Ready.  Throw a party on Monday for Rich 

Baldelli.  Bake a cake for Rachel Chaleski on Tuesday.  Karen Brown 

celebrates on Wednesday. Have a blessed day everyone! 
 

Our Men are taking off Labor 

Day and then will begin a new 

weekly study on September 10th.  

This time they’ll dissect the 

Letters of Paul to the Colossians 

and the the Ephesians.  Join them 

each Monday night at 7 pm in 

Crocker Hall.  All the studies are 

available live on Livestream and 

on YouTube. 

†  Men’s 

Bible Study 

mailto:prszen@gmail.com
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Prayers of the People 
 

T 
he Prayers of the People are meant to 
represent the congregation's prayer intentions 
for the local community and the world. 

The Prayer Book includes six different 
“forms” (beginning on Page 383).  Although these 
are often used in worship, they do no have to be 
used: They are meant to be examples of how a 
congregation might draft Prayers of the People.  
Any draft of Prayers of the People is acceptable as 

long as it meats the criteria mentioned in the rubrics on page 383. 

Prayers of the People are one of the most ancient portions of our liturgy, dating back at 
least to the 2nd century.  By the 6th century, intercessory prayers were included in the 
Eucharistic prayer so that the Prayers of the People were displaced.  They resurfaced when 
the custom became to say the Eucharistic Prayer inaudibly, because the people were then 
otherwise left without intercessions.  The current 1979 BCP restored the Prayers to their 
historic position after the sermon and the creed.  The ‘79 BCP imagined that each local 
community would eventually write their own prayers Sunday by Sunday and these forms 
would just be examples, but that did not happen in most cases.  What it does do well, 
however, is challenge us in our prayers to pray for people, events, and things, that we might 
not always think about.  You are always encouraged to add your own prayer to the petitions 
printed, either silently or aloud. 

†  About the Service 

†  Art in the Christian Tradition 
 

Capital: Virtues and Vices 
1110 

Relief sculpture, stone 
Saint-Lazare (Cathedral : Autun, France)  

 

J esus dares to correct the Pharisees.  His explanation of the commandments presents 
the audience with stricter guidelines for communal living.  Though he does not use 

these terms, Jesus wants the Pharisees and the disciples to start thinking about vices and 
virtues.  These vices and virtues, everyday emotions and actions, are what the 
commandments are concerned with because they are 
what can foster or breakdown communities. 

One of the capitals in the Cathedral of St. Lazarus in 
Burgundy, France, depicts a triumphant image of (left) 
Charity defeating Greed and (right) Patience conquering 
Wrath.  Such a carving would remind parishioners that 
evil intentions must be overcome if purity of heart and 
life is to prevail. (Reflect on how the virtues resemble 
angelic looking humans and the vices resemble demonic 
like creatures.)  As Jesus explains, it is what comes “out” 
of us, words and deeds, which ultimately matter.  Only 
right actions can overpower evil intentions and prevent 
defilement.  The result of such true words and deeds is 
the fostering of kind and genuine relationships.  Jesus 
warns them; saying, 'This people honors me with their 
lips, but their hearts are far from me” (7:6).  Vices create 
fractures between the offender and God, and the offender 
and others.  When virtue wins, its effect transforms not 
only the individual, but the community one is a member 
of.  The pair on the right have also been interrupted as 
Self-Control overcoming Gluttony.        - Blair Tolbert 

 



12  

 

Name Tags - Please be courteous to your fellow parishioners, 
to newcomers, visiting clergy and guests by extending a warm 
welcome to them and by wearing your name tag.  And 
remember to wear them to coffee hour as well. 

†  Socks & Toiletries for the Homeless 
 

A s the temperature drops and the seasons change remember 
homeless people are on their feet all day, and the only pair of 

socks they own are very likely to be threadbare.  Once again, this 
year we are collecting socks and toiletries for the men’s homeless 
shelter throughout the winter months.  Place donations in the bins in 
the back of the church or Crocker Hall. 

†  Transforming Saints of God 
 

Thursday, Aug. 30th  
 

Charles Chapman Grafton 
Bishop of Fond du Lac, and Ecumenist, 1912 

 

C 
harles Grafton was born April 12, 1830 in Boston, and attended Harvard Law 
School.  He was confirmed at Church of the Advent - then a leading parish 
implementing the principles of the Oxford Movement - where he began seriously 

to explore his vocation.  After graduation he moved to Maryland to study with the 
Tractarian Bishop William Whittington who eventually ordained him 
deacon on December 23, 1855, and priest on May 30, 1858. 
 Grafton served a number of parishes in Maryland but experienced a 
growing attraction to the religious life.  In 1865, he left for England 
specifically to meet Edward Bouverie Pusey.  In the following year, 
after a series of meetings held at All Saints, Margaret Street, Grafton 
and two others took religious vows and the Society of St. John the 
Evangelist had its beginning.  In 1872, Grafton returned and was 
elected fourth Rector of the Church of the Advent, Boston. 
In 1888, Grafton was elected second bishop of Fond du Lac.  His 
consent process was difficult as many thought him too ritualistic, but he 

soon became known not only as an Anglo-Catholic but also as an ecumenist, deeply 
committed to improve relations with the Orthodox and Old Catholics.  He founded the 
Sisters of the Holy Nativity. 

Perhaps the most famous event during Grafton’s long episcopate was the ordination of 
his successor in 1900.  He invited the Russian Orthodox Bishop Tikhon and the Old 
Catholic Bishop Anthony Kozlowski to 
participate.  The service stirred up furor across 
the country with the publication of a 
photograph (called derisively “The Fond du 
Lac Circus”) that showed all eight Episcopal 
bishops and the two visiting bishops in cope 
and miter.  It caused a church-wide furor over 
ritual and vestments that lasted for over six 
months, with accusations and threats of 
ecclesiastical trial flying from all corners, and 
with scurrilous attacks and virulent 
justifications.  When the dust finally settled, 
the legitimacy of traditional catholic ritual and 
vestments had thereafter gained a permanent 
place in the liturgy in the Episcopal Church. 

Bishop Grafton died August 30, 1912. 

Bishop Grafton is in front row, center 
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†  Ladies Tuesday AM Bible Study to Resume in Fall 
 

T he Ladies Tuesday AM Bible Study will be studying, The Book of Isaiah, starting 
Tuesday, September 4th at 9:15 am in the Guild Room. 

ISAIAH  His name meant "the Lord is salvation" and this was his message for over 40 
years.  Through him the Lord pronounced judgment on the proud who sought to save 
themselves.  But through him God also comforted the humble with glimpses of a Prince of 
Peace and a Suffering Servant...a desert blossoming...the prisoners set free....the hungry 
fed....and the homeless sheltered. 

This will be an 18 week study of amazing discussions and enlightenment.  Please join 
us!!! 

Please join us in study on Tuesday's from 9:15 - 11 am.  Please register by August 21, 
2018, by emailing Debbi Pomeroy at debbi415@aol.com.  Workbooks are $12. 

  

mailto:debbi415@aol.com
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8iV8iSAL0aE
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†  Elder Abuse: A Clear and Present Problem 
 

F or our last scenario we will ask “Why is this such a serious item?”  Why is elder 

abuse happening in our society?  We are supposed to be a Judeo/Christian nation.  

What has happened to us?  Have we lost our first Love?  Even in the Muslim culture they 

have to honor their parents.  Have we come so near and yet so far away from what the Old 

Testament taught which Jesus came to fulfill?  We are killing our children, killing each 

other, killing our elders how can we be that light on the hill if we continue to degrade 

ourselves to the point that other nations not 

follow our lead?  Elder abuse usually happens 

in their homes so there is no safe place.  It 

happens at the hands that the elderly knows.  

Some abuse happens on purpose because the 

abuser intends to exploit or hurt the elder.  

Fortunately, we have in place a system of 

mandated reporters, which are: 

Licensed Physicians, Interns, Nursing 

Home Administrators, Orderlies, Patient 

Advocates, Dentists, Osteopaths, Social 

Workers, Police Officers, Physical Therapists, 

Resident Physicians, Registered Nurses, 

Nursing Home Staff, Medical Examiners, Chiropractors, Optometrists, Clergy, Pharmacists, 

Nurse Aides.  Even the elder’s neighbors can report anonymously.  The adage “See 

Something, Say Something” is always a good thing to go by. 

Just remember the high-risk factors:  Lack of concern, very little understanding of 

Ageism, not enough resources, poverty of older women, no reimbursement for family 

caretakers, multiple family problems, violence in the family, bereavement, social isolation, 

elder is helpless.  Many bible verses back all of this up as I quote: 

1 Timothy 5:1  Do not rebuke an older man harshly but exhort him as if he were your 

father.  Treat younger men as brothers, older women as mothers and younger women as 

sisters with absolute purity. 

Proverbs 23:22  Listen to your father, who gave you life and do not despise your mother 

when she is old. 

Isaiah 46:4  Even in your old age and gray hairs I am He.  I am He who will sustain you.  

I have made you and I will carry you, I will rescue you. 

1 Timothy 5:8  The widow who is really in need and left all alone put her hope in God 

and continues night and day to pray and to ask God for help.  

Here are some other scriptures about our elderly:   

1 Timothy 5:3  Give proper recognition to those widows who are really in need. 

Mark 21: 3-4  I tell you the truth, Jesus said; this poor widow has put in more that all the 

others, all these people gave gifts out of their wealth, but she out of her poverty put in all she 

had to live on. 

(Continued on page 16) 
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Elder Abuse 

Q uoting the prophet Isaiah, Jesus 

reminds them that: “this people honors 

me with their lips, but their heart stays away 

from me.”  It should be kind of frightening 

that he might be able to say the same about us! 

James 1:27  Religion that God our Father accepts as pure and faultless is this; to look 

after orphans and widows in their distress and to keep oneself from being polluted by the 

world. 

Exodus 22:22  Do not take advantage of the 

widow or orphan. 

Psalm 37:25  I was young and now I am old, yet I 

have never seen the righteous forsaken or their 

children begging bread. 

Deuteronomy 27:19  Cursed is the man who 

withholds justice from the alien, the fatherless or 

the widow. 

Deuteronomy 27:16  Cursed is the man who 

dishonors his father or his mother. 

Matthew 15:4  For God said: Honor your father 

and mother and anyone who curses his father or 

mother must be put to death. 

Psalm 92:14  They will still bear fruit in old age.  They will stay fresh and green. 

Proverbs 16:31  Gray hair is a crown of splendor it is attained by a righteous life. 

Amen. 
 

Susan Balla BSNAC 

Ministry on Aging, the Episcopal Church in Connecticut   

(Continued from page 15) 
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†  Transforming Stewardship 
 

“Be doers of the word and not hearers 
only…”    (James 1:22) 

 

W hat do you do to live God’s word?  Do 
you share your time in prayer with 

God?  Do you use your talent to help those in 
need?  Are you generous with your financial 
resources?  If not, what are you waiting for? 
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†  You Can Help  

T he second Saturday of each month a group from St. Paul’s 

volunteers at the Jericho Food & Clothing Pantry on Spring Street in 

Danbury.  Please consider signing up by emailing Laurie DoBosh 

ldobosh@tcco.com.  The pantry is also looking for donations of reusable 

grocery bags and plastic bags for the clients to put their food in.  We are 

also looking for coloring books and crayons for the children who come 

with their parents to the pantry (gently used is accepted) and travel size 

toiletries you usually find at hotels are also needed.  Please place 

donations in Crocker Hall bin marked Jericho (left hand brown bin).  

†  Pray It Up 
 

N otice the Red and White prayer request cards in the 
pew?  Each Sunday, fill out your request, put it in the 

red bowl on the table on the way to communion.  Then take a card from 
the bowl either right then or after service.  Pray for that request for one 
week.  How comforting to know that your request is being prayed for 
and that you are praying for someone else’s!  You might just be 
praying for the person sitting next to you!  Or, if you’d prefer - please 
send your request to St. Paul’s at 

prayingnow2@gmail.com!   

Summer Sunday School meets each 
week at 10:30 am.  Join the fun! 

St. Paul’s has started a new ministry 

… in Portuguese!  Our own Joe Bernardo 

prepares a timely message that is 

available on our website, our Facebook 

page and our YouTube channel.  You 

might want to check it out.  Be 

sure to “like” it and share it with 

your Portuguese friends. 

mailto:ldobosh@tcco.com
mailto:prayingnow2@gmail.com
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/portugues.html
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†  This Sunday’s Readings 

 

Cultivating Inner Devotion 
 

 Song of Solomon 2:8-13 

O ur Hebrew Bible reading brings us a celebration of love in the springtime of 
the year.  The lover bounds across mountains to peer through the lattice of 

his beloved’s enclosure to summon her into the meadows.  There was considerable 
discussion about the inclusion of the Song of Solomon in the Hebrew Bible, but 
many rabbis found here an allegory of God’s love for Israel.  Following this tradition, 
many Christian interpreters perceived in the Song of Solomon an 
allegory for the love between Christ and the church. 

 Psalm 45:1-2, 7-10 
A poem for a royal wedding celebrating the ruler’s majesty. 
 James 1:17-27 
This lesson consists of a series of teachings on the meaning of 

true unchanging religion: doing God’s word.  Every good gift comes 
from the unchanging Father.  By God’s word of truth we are given 
birth and have a first place among all creatures.  Purified from anger 
and all other bad conduct, we are not only to hear God’s word but 
to put it into practice.  So do we observe the perfect law that sets 
people free - the law as interpreted by Jesus. 

 Mark 7:1-8, 14-15, 21-23 
In the gospel passage Jesus denounces those who find ways to 

ignore the genuine commandments of God, and he calls people to 
the awareness that the only evil which can corrupt a person comes from within.  His 
judgments are occasioned by an accusation against his disciples that they are not 
following the rules of ritual cleansing.  On one level Jesus’ words warn against the 
human tendency to 
fashion traditions that 
become more important 
than the law itself.  
More significantly still, 
his teaching points to 
the dangers involved in 
making legalism the 
basis for one’s life. 

†  Pick Up Your Copy Today!  

 Synthesis CE Study Guides for each weeks readings will 

be available at the back of the church. 

†  Sermon Shorts 
 

"A  view we can agree upon.”  To replay all our 

sermons, audio and videos follow this link for 

the Sunday Sermons.  Check out our Sermon Archives as 

well. 

 

 

Mark 7:1-8,14-15,21-23 

The struggle that every community in 

every age faces - including our own - 

is how can the "tradition of the 

elders," which has given us our 

identity, now be changed so that what 

was good in it - the desire to live 

according to the will of God - can 

actually be expressed in our current 

circumstances. 

http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Pentecost/BProp17_RCL.html#reading
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Pentecost/BProp17_RCL.html#response
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Pentecost/BProp17_RCL.html#EPISTLE
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Pentecost/BProp17_RCL.html#GOSPEL
http://saintpaulsbrookfield.com/sermons/this-weeks-sermons.html
http://saintpaulsbrookfield.com/sermons/sermon-archives-2018.html
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COFFEE HOUR HOSTS 

 

Sep   2nd  8 am - Mary/Ken Perry 10:30 am - Dot Crocker 
Sep   9th  8 am - Lois Hunt  10:30 am - Beth Beck 
Sep  16th  8 am  - Joan Boehm 10:30 am - Connie Williams 

Contact Mary Allen at 

203-775-6633 or 

chamla@charter.net. 

 

 

mailto:Hi%20Dave. %20Could%20you%20please%20add%20that%20we%20needs%20Coffee%20Hour%20hCHAMLA@CHARTER.NET
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†  Your Prayers Are Requested For… 

 

I t is such an intimate time when praying for the health and well being of others and 
such a privilege.  The people that we lift up to The Lord are part of our hearts for all 

time.  Please pray for… 
 
.....Fr. George Hall, Brenda Darling, Jean Stauffer, 
Lorraine Estok and other parishioners convalescing 
in extended care facilities. 
.....Trinity, Southport; Grace Church, Stafford Springs. 
.....Revival at St. Paul’s and the greater Danbury area. 
.....Church musicians: organists; choirs and choir 
directors; bands; community chorister programs; parish 
committees on liturgy, music, and worship; Music, 
Liturgy, and the Arts Ministry Network. 
.....Ginny Beck, Clayton Ferry, Gary Stein, Joe & Barbara Hock, Sue Balla, Rose 
Barrett, Jim Megura, Jay Lawrence, Alex, Teresa Stacchiotti, Mary DeAnzeris, 
Anthony, Paul Kovacs, Denise, Lee Rybos, Sandy Chaleski, Pam Altemus, Stu Terrill, 
Jennifer, Susan, Rhonda & Karen continued healing. 
.....the people of the Republic of Guinea; the people of Finland; Diocese of Guadalcanal - 
(Melanesia) The Rt Revd Nathan Tome; and our sister and brother members of the 
Gloriavale Christian Community. 
.....Christians in the Middle East facing persecution at the hands of ISIS forces.  Pray also 
for radical Muslims throughout the world to come to know Jesus Christ. 
.....Michael for protection from mortar attacks in Somalia with the UN peacekeeping 
service. 
…..St. James’ Episcopal Church, Danbury and their Daily Bread Food Pantry, which is the 
recipient of our food basket collections 
during the month of September. 
.....Savings Bank of Danbury, a marketplace 
supporter of the Jericho Partnership. 
.....The Absent. 
.....Cathy Schrull, healing, and peace and 
comfort during her treatments. 
.....Bill Beattie, founder and chairman of the 
Jericho Partnership, complete healing of 
Multiple Myeloma. 
.....Anja, a young mother, healing of breast 
cancer. 
.....Katie, healing from MS.  

 

†  This & That & Links 
(Click on pictures or red links for more info) 

 

Links We Like 
 

Things That Make You Think 
 

Back Issues of Sword Points 
 

Solomon's Temple Explained 
 

Solomon's temple stood in Jerusalem 
for almost 400 years. It was the 

crown jewel of Jerusalem, and the 
center of worship to the Lord. 

Understanding the significance of its 
location, history, and design can 

greatly add to one's reverence for one 
of the most holy places in the world  

http://trinitysouthport.org/
http://www.graceepiscopalchurchstaffordsprings.org/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Guinea
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Finland
http://www.anglicancommunion.org/structures/member-churches/member-church/diocese/position.aspx?church=melanesia&dio=guadalcanal&pos=bishop-of-guadalcanal&posID=9427
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gloriavale_Christian_Community
http://www.saintjamesdanbury.org/
http://www.dailybreadfoodpantry.com/index.html
http://www.missionstclare.com/english/prayers/52.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/news/links.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/news/things-that-make-you-think.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/news/weekly-qsword-pointsq.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/contact-us.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Xt6lQAe8ues
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Xt6lQAe8ues
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 September 2nd 
 

8:00 AM 
Welcoming:  Cindy & Peter Maier 
Acolyte:  Justin Doty 
Lector:  Song of Solomon 2:8-13  Ingrid Pruss 
Intercessor:  Linda Pendergast 
Lay Reader:  Jay Trott 
Lay Reader:  Mike Chengeri 
Psalm 45:1-2, 7-10     James 1:17-27 
 
10:30 AM 
Welcoming:  Vito Barbieri / Sandra Visser 
Acolyte:  JoAnn Hornak 
Lector:  Song of Solomon 2:8-13  Ray Ferro 
Intercessor:  Bob Cutting 
Lay Reader:  Joe Bernardo 
Lay Reader:  Jim Castronova 
Psalm 45:1-2, 7-10     James 1:17-27 

 

 

 

 

 

September 9th 
 
8:00 AM 
Welcoming:  Kathy DeSanti / Pam Szen 
Acolyte:  Jack Powell 
Lector:  Proverbs 22:1-2, 8-9, 22-23  Pam Szen 
Intercessor:  Dorothy Crocker 
Lay Reader:  John Tuthill 
Lay Reader:  Don Winkley 
Psalm 125     James 2:1-17 
 
10:30 AM 
Welcoming:  Vito Barbieri / Sandra Visser 
Acolyte:  Joe Bernardo 
Lector:  Proverbs 22:1-2, 8-9, 22-23 

  Sandy Chalesi 
Intercessor:  Mary Perry 
Lay Reader:  Ray Ferro & Jim Castronova 
Psalm 125     James 2:1-17 

September 16th 
 

10:30 AM 
Welcoming:  Vito Barbieri 
Acolyte:  Joe Bernardo 
Lector:  Proverbs 1:20-33  Sandy Chaleski 
Intercessor:  Mary Perry 
Lay Reader:  Jim Castronova 
Lay Reader:  Ray Ferro 
Psalm 19     James 3:1-12 

September 23rd 
Healing Sunday 

8:00 AM 
Welcoming:  Joyce & John Sarver 
Acolyte:  Mike Kirner 
Lector:  Proverbs 31:10-31  Sandy Chaleski 
Intercessor:  John Tuthill 
Lay Reader:  JoAnn Hornak 
Lay Reader:  Don Winkley 
Psalm 1     James 3:13-4:3, 7-8a 
 
10:30 AM 
Welcoming:  Connie & Dave Williams 
Acolyte:  Joe Bernardo 
Lector:  Proverbs 31:10-31  Connie Williams 
Intercessor:  Dorothy Crocker 
Lay Reader:  Ray Ferro 
Lay Reader:  Joe Bernardo 
Psalm 1     James 3:13-4:3, 7-8a 

September 30th 
 

8:00 AM 
Welcoming:  Pam Szen 
Acolyte:  Jack Powell 
Lector:  Esther 7:1-6, 9-10; 9:20-22  Pam Szen 
Intercessor:  John Tuthill 
Lay Reader:  Mike Chengeri 
Lay Reader:  John Tuthill 
Psalm 124     James 5:13-20 
 
10:30 AM 
Welcoming:  Laurie DoBosh / Ron Switzer 
Acolyte:  Joe Bernardo 
Lector:  Esther 7:1-6, 9-10; 9:20-22  Vito Barbieri 
Intercessor:  Linda Pendergast 
Lay Reader:  Jim Castronova 
Lay Reader:  Ray Ferro 
Psalm 124     James 5:13-20 

September 16th 
 
8:00 AM 
Welcoming:  John Tuthill 
Acolyte:  Jack Powell 
Lector:  Proverbs 1:20-33  Ingrid Pruss 
Intercessor:  Jon Tuthill 
Lay Reader:  Tim Huber 
Lay Reader:  Cheryl Mitchell 
Psalm 19     James 3:1-12 

September Lay Schedule 
Lectors and Intercessors, please remember to check in before the 

service in the Vesting Room.  Thank You! 

http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Pentecost/BProp17_RCL.html#ot1
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Pentecost/BProp17_RCL.html#ps1
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Pentecost/BProp17_RCL.html#nt1
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Pentecost/BProp17_RCL.html#ot1
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Pentecost/BProp17_RCL.html#ps1
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Pentecost/BProp17_RCL.html#nt1
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Pentecost/BProp18_RCL.html#ot1
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Pentecost/BProp18_RCL.html#ps1
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Pentecost/BProp18_RCL.html#nt1
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Pentecost/BProp18_RCL.html#ot1
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Pentecost/BProp18_RCL.html#ps1
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Pentecost/BProp18_RCL.html#nt1
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Pentecost/BProp19_RCL.html#ot1
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Pentecost/BProp19_RCL.html#ps1
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Pentecost/BProp19_RCL.html#nt1
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Pentecost/BProp20_RCL.html#ot1
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Pentecost/BProp20_RCL.html#ps1
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Pentecost/BProp20_RCL.html#nt1
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Pentecost/BProp20_RCL.html#ot1
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Pentecost/BProp20_RCL.html#ps1
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Pentecost/BProp20_RCL.html#nt1
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Pentecost/BProp21_RCL.html#ot1
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Pentecost/BProp21_RCL.html#ps1
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Pentecost/BProp21_RCL.html#nt1
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Pentecost/BProp21_RCL.html#ot1
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Pentecost/BProp21_RCL.html#ps1
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Pentecost/BProp21_RCL.html#nt1
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Pentecost/BProp19_RCL.html#ot1
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Pentecost/BProp19_RCL.html#ps1
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Pentecost/BProp19_RCL.html#nt1
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September 2018 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

  
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
  

 
 
 

 

 1 
 
7:30 am  Men’s  

        Prayer Breakfast 
 

7:30 am  John 21:12 
 Group 

 

10:00 am  PraiseMoves 
 

2   15 Pentecost 
 
  8:00 am  Traditional  

Communion 
10:30 am  Sunday School 
10:30 am  Contemporary 

Communion 
 

3 Labor Day  
Parish Office Closed 

 
 

4 
 
7:15 pm  Boy Scouts 

 

5 
 
10:00 am  Holy  

Communion & Healing 
 

6 
 
7:30 pm - Mission 

Committee 
 

7:30 pm - Property 
Committee 

 
7:30 pm  Music Night 

7 
 

 

8 
 
7:30 am  Men’s  

        Prayer Breakfast 
 

7:30 am  John 21:12 
 Group 

 

9:00 am  Scripture 
 Reading Course 

 

10:00 am  Jericho Food 

9   16 Pentecost 
 
  8:00 am  Traditional  

Communion 
10:00 am  Sunday School 

Open House 
10:30 am  Sunday School 
10:30 am  Contemporary 

Communion 
 

10  
 
10:00 am  Christian 

 Caring 
 
7:00 pm  Men’s Bible 

Study 

11 
 
9:15 am  Ladies Bible 

 Study 
 
7:15 pm  Boy Scouts 
 

12 
 
10:00 am  Holy  

Communion & Healing 
 
7:00 pm  Staff Meeting 
 
7:30 pm  Vestry Meeting 

13 

 
7:30 pm  Music Night 

14  Holy Cross 15 
 
7:30 am  Men’s  

        Prayer Breakfast 
 

7:30 am  John 21:12 
 Group 

 

10:00 am  PraiseMoves 
 
 

 

16   17 Pentecost 
 
  8:00 am  Traditional  

Communion 
  9:30 am  Rector’s Forum 
10:30 am  Sunday School 
10:30 am  Contemporary 

Communion 

17 
 
7:00 pm  Stephen Ministry 
 
7:00 pm  Men’s Bible 

Study 

18 
 
9:15 am  Ladies Bible 

 Study 
7:15 pm  Boy Scouts 

 

19 
 
10:00 am  Holy  

Communion & Healing 

20 
 
7:30 pm  Music Night 
 

21  St. Matthew 
 

 

22 
 
7:30 am  Men’s  

        Prayer Breakfast 
 

7:30 am  John 21:12 
 Group 

10:00 am  PraiseMoves 
 

11:00 am  St. Paul’s 
 Quilters 

23   18 Pentecost 
Healing Sunday 

 

  8:00 am  Traditional  
Communion 

  9:30 am  Rector’s Forum 
10:30 am  Sunday School 
10:30 am  Contemporary 

Communion 

24 
 
7:00 pm  Men’s Bible 

Study 

25 
 
9:15 am  Ladies Bible 

 Study 
7:15 pm  Boy Scouts 
 
 

26 
 
10:00 am  Holy  

Communion & Healing 

27 
 
7:30 pm  Music Night 

28 29  St. Michael & 
All Angels 

 
7:30 am  Men’s  

        Prayer Breakfast 
 

7:30 am  John 21:12 
 Group 

 

10:00 am  PraiseMoves 

30   19 Pentecost 
 
  8:00 am  Traditional  

Communion 
  9:30 am  Rector’s Forum 
10:30 am  Sunday School 
10:30 am  Contemporary 

Communion 
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Random Fact of the Week! 

 

Did you know … ... that although according to 

the biblical account, Solomon had 700 wives 

and 300 concubines, the only wife 

mentioned by name 

is Naamah 

the 

Ammonite, 

mother of 

Solomon's 

successor, 

Rehoboam? 

†  It Takes An Editorial Board 

Contributors to this Weeks 
Sword Points: 

 

M ary Allen, Susan Balla, Chris 
Barrett, Justin Doty, Steve 

Hemming, Lois Hunt, Susan Iverson, Beth 
Miller, Nicole 
O’Connors, Patrick 
O’Connors, Mary 
Perry, Ken Perry, 
Kirsten Peterson, 
Debbi Pomeroy, 
Joe Shepley, Tara 
Shepley, Pam Szen, 
David Szen, Ron 
Switzer, John 
Tuthill, Don 
Winkley. 

 
 

 

Just For Fun ! 
(And Christian Fellowship) 

 

So this.  You never know what 

you’ll find by Fr. Joe’s office 

on Sunday morning! 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wives
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Concubine
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Naamah_(wife_of_Solomon)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ammonites_(people)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rehoboam
https://www.facebook.com/saintpaulsbrookfield/
https://twitter.com/#!/StPaulsB
https://instagram.com/stpaulsb/
https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/

