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September 20, 2018 

Sword Points 
Transforming 

Lives Through 

Jesus Christ 

†  Into a Faith-Filled Future 
 

 

Dear Friends, 

To be the church is to be in mission, to be ever-moving forward following the 

One who goes before us.  Faith requires following, and following requires faith. 

In Matthew 26:32 Jesus, who first called his disciples by saying, " Follow me," 

declared, "After I have risen, I will go ahead of you into Galilee."  This promise of 

God's presence going ahead of us is in the First Covenant with Moses, finds its 

fulfillment in Jesus, and continues today. 

God is not just the God of the past and the present.  God is our God of the 

future, assuring us that we will be led forward and never forsaken.  God has 

already prepared the way for us today to walk in good works (Ephesians 2:10) as 

we follow the Risen Christ into a faith-filled future. 

Blessings for the journey together, 

"The LORD goes before you and will be with you; he 
will never leave you nor forsake you." 

   DEUTERONOMY 31:8 

http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com
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†   Two Ways  
 

“T hen they came to Capernaum; and when he was in the house he asked them, 

‘What were you arguing about on the way?’  But they were silent, for on the way 

they had argued with one another who was the greatest” (Mark 9:33-34).  Their silence 

speaks loudly of how posturing and maneuvering for position and leadership is often soaked 

in pernicious sin.  “Those conflicts and disputes among you, where do they come from?  Do 

they not come from your cravings that are at war within you?  You want something and do 

not have it; so you commit murder.  And you covet something and cannot obtain it; so you 

engage in disputes and conflicts.”  Even when asking, “you ask wrongly, in order to spend 

what you get on your pleasures” (James 4:1-

3).  Again and again we pray that we may live 

no longer for ourselves alone, because living 

for oneself and only for oneself is the misery 

of a long hell. 

 The wages of sin is death, and yet, without 

counting the cost, and with monumental self-

deceit, humans are prodigious in claiming that 

desires and actions that lead to death are 

friendly and harmless.  “The ungodly by their 

words and deeds summoned death; 

considering him a friend, they pined away and 

made a covenant with him” (Wis. 1:16).  

“How good and pleasant it is,” death says, 

“when brothers and sisters live together with 

bitter envy and selfish ambition.”  There are 

winners and losers.  If you want it, take it.  

“Behold, I stand at the door and knock,” says the devil.  “If anyone hears my voice and 

opens the door, I will come in with food to delight the eyes, I will satisfy every desire and 

give a world of wisdom.”  The devil has written a dissertation of “good reason” to fall into 

disorder and wickedness of every kind (James 3:16). 

If a righteous person speaks out, evil responds.  If the Son of Righteousness speaks, evil 

launches an all-out attack.  “Let us wait for the righteous man, because he is inconvenient to 

us and opposes our actions; he reproaches us for sins against the law, and accuses us of sins 

against our training.  “He became to us a reproof of our thoughts; the very sight of him is a 

burden to us, because his manner of life is unlike that of others, and his ways are 

strange” (Wis. 2:12-15).  The devil, when opposed, tests, ridicules, tortures, and puts to a 

shameful death (Wis. 2:19-20). 

Jesus demonstrates another way.  “He sat down, called the twelve, and said to them, 

‘Whoever wants to be first must be last of all and servant of all.’  Then he took a child and 

put it in among them, and taking it in his arms, he said to them, ‘Whoever welcomes one 

such child in my name welcomes me, and whoever welcomes me welcomes not me but the 

one who sent me’” (Mark 9:35-37). 

It was a small child, but it might also have been any small thing.  Dame Julian’s vision: 

“He showed me something small, no bigger than a hazelnut, lying in the palm of my hand. 

… I looked at it with the eyes of my understanding and thought:  What can this be?  I was 

amazed that it could last, for I thought that because of its littleness it would suddenly have 

fallen into nothing.  And I was answered in my understanding,  It lasts and always will, 

because God loves it; and thus everything has being through the love of God” (Showings, 

Longer Text, cap. v.).  Nothing is smaller than the Incarnation in which all things are drawn 

up. 

-from Sunday’s Readings, The Living Church 
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O ur Men began a new 

colossal weekly study on 

Monday nights.  This time they’re 

dissecting the Letters of Paul to 

the Colossians and the Ephesians.  

Join them each Monday night at 7 

pm in Crocker Hall.  All the 

studies are available live on 

Livestream and on YouTube. 

†  Men’s 

Bible Study 

†  Transforming Stewardship 
 

“If anyone wishes to be first, he shall be the last of all and the servant 

of all.” 

(Mark 9:35) 
 

J esus teaches us that we are called to serve one another.  

Sacrifice is not a word that many people like to hear.  We think it 

means that we must give up something that we want.  However, the literal 

meaning of sacrifice is “to make holy,” from the words “sacer” = sacred 

and “facere” = to make.  In other words, we make our 

lives holy by sharing our gifts in the service of God. 

†  This Week at St. Paul’s 
 

Thu, Sep 20 - 7:30 pm - Music Night, Sanctuary 
Fri, Sep 21 -  St. Matthew, Apostle & Evangelist 
Sat, Sep   22 - 7:30 am - Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Crocker Hall 
  7:30 am - John 21:12 Group, Theo’s Diner, New Milford 
  10:00 am - PraiseMoves, Crocker Hall 
  11:00 am - St. Paul’s Quilters, Crocker Hall 
Sun, Sep 23 - The Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
  8:00 am - Traditional Holy Communion  (Livestream) 
  9:30 am - Rector’s Forum, Guild Room 
  10:30 am - Sunday School 
  10:30 am - Contemporary Holy Communion  (Livestream) 
Mon, Sep 24 - 7:00 pm - Men’s Bible Study, Crocker Hall  (Livestream) 
Tue, Sep 25 - 9:15 am - Tuesday Women’s AM Bible Study, Guild Room 
  5:45 pm - Boot Camp, Crocker Hall 
  7:15 pm - Boy Scouts Troop #5, Crocker Hall 
Wed, Sep 26 - 10:00 am - Holy Communion & Healing  (Facebook) 

Thu, Sep 27 - 7:30 pm - Music Night, Sanctuary 
Sat, Sep 29 -  St. Michael & All Angels 
  7:30 am - Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Crocker Hall 
  7:30 am - John 21:12 Group, Theo’s Diner, New Milford 
  10:00 am - PraiseMoves, Crocker Hall 
Sun, Sep 30 - The Nineteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
  8:00 am - Traditional Holy Communion  (Livestream) 
  9:30 am - Rector’s Forum, Guild Room 
  10:30 am - Sunday School 
  10:30 am - Contemporary Holy Communion  (Livestream) 

   - Youth Group Get Together 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+21:12&version=NRSVA
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/livestream.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/livestream.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/livestream.html
https://www.facebook.com/saintpaulsbrookfield/
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+21:12&version=NRSVA
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/livestream.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/livestream.html
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†  How Desperate Are You?   
by Steve Hemming 

 

Now a certain woman had a flow of blood for twelve years, and had suffered many 
things from many physicians.  She had spent all that she had and was no better, but rather 

grew worse.  When she heard about Jesus, she came behind Him in the crowd and 
touched His garment.  For she said, “If only I may touch His clothes, I shall be made 

well.”  Immediately the fountain of her blood was dried up, and she felt in her body that 
she was healed of the affliction.  And Jesus, immediately knowing in Himself that power 
had gone out of Him, turned around in the crowd and said, “Who touched My clothes?”   
But His disciples said to Him, “You see the multitude thronging You, and You say, ‘Who 

touched Me?”  And He looked around to see her who had done this thing.  But the 
woman, fearing and trembling, knowing what had happened to her, came and fell down 

before Him and told Him the whole truth.  And He said to her, “Daughter, your faith has 
made you well.  Go in peace, and be healed of your affliction.” 

   Mark 5:25-34 
 

Recently, I left the house early in order to run some errands before heading to church for 
Healing Room.  On my way, I saw a man at the corner of a major intersection asking drivers 
for money.  I thought to myself, “This guy must really be desperate, if he’s out here this 
early.” 

When I arrived at church, as per usual, I sought the Lord as we prepared to open the 
doors in an hour to receive people for prayer.  After I situated myself, closed my eyes, and 
began to center my thoughts on God, He spoke to my heart, “How desperate are you?”  
Immediately, I knew in my spirit the Lord was actually asking how desperate I was for Him.  
He had hit the bullseye on my heart with His question, for in all truth, I was desperate for 
God. 

I had struggled for years with various afflictions, and never seemed to be able to gain 
lasting victory.  And in recent months, the suffering and torment had been getting worse, 
and was adversely affecting every area of my life, particularly taking its toll on my physical 
and emotional health.  I sought 
the Lord many, many times 
with a humble and contrite 
heart, yet I just couldn’t seem to 
overcome. 

Thankfully, the Lord was 
with me every step of my 
journey.  And by His grace, I 
never gave up no matter how 
defeated I felt at times.  Lately, 
with increasing frequency, I 
could feel His loving presence 
more readily, and hear His 
voice more clearly, as He urged 
me to let go and trust Him 
completely.  I knew my 
breakthrough was close at hand. 

As I sat there silently in 
church, God brought to mind 
the woman in the synoptic gospels who had a flow of blood for many years, and suffered 
many things as a result.  By faith, she reached out to Jesus, and when she touched the hem of 
His garment, her bleeding stopped.  Jesus confirmed that it was the woman’s faith in Him 
that made her well, and told her she was healed of her affliction, and she could now go in 
peace. 

As I thought about how Jesus healed the woman of her twelve year battle with a physical 
malady that could not be cured by man, the Lord affirmed a similar truth to me, “Only I can 
heal and deliver you.”  Then He said, “I am willing to heal and cleanse you.  Are you willing 
to forsake all, return to and abide in Me?” 

(Continued on page 6) 
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God lovingly showed me the root cause of my afflictions, the reasons for my failures, as 
well as the consequences I would incur if I chose to keep things the way they currently were. 

After church, I reviewed the notes I had written down as the Lord spoke to me, and 
prayerfully contemplated His compassionate offer, as I remembered my past, considered my 
present state of affairs, and pondered my future.  I got on my knees, repented of my sins, and 
renounced all the things that were not of God.  I reached out to Jesus and received His 
healing and cleansing. 

Although I am healed, and cleansed by the blood of the Lamb that was shed for me, I 
still am, and will always be desperate for God.  In closing, I want to ask you the same 
question that was asked of me this morning - How desperate are you?  If you are honest with 
yourself, you will reach out in earnest and touch the hem of Jesus’ garment, and receive the 
healing you have desired for so long. 

 

“Wherever He entered, into villages, cities, or the country, they laid the sick in the 
marketplaces, and begged Him that they might just touch the hem of His garment.  
And as many as touched Him were made well.”         Mark 5:56 

(Continued from page 5) How Desperate Are You? 

†  This Date on the Church Calendar 
 

Friday, September 21st 

St. Matthew, Apostle & Evangelist 
 

 

M atthew, one of Jesus’ disciples, is probably to be identified with Levi, a tax 
collector (“publican”) mentioned by Mark and Luke.  In the Gospel according to 

Matthew, it is said that Matthew was seated in the custom-house when Jesus bade him, 
“Follow me.”  When Jesus called him, he at once left everything, followed the Master, and 
later gave a dinner for him.  Mark and Luke also note that Levi was a tax collector.  In all 
three accounts, Jesus is severely criticized for eating at the same table with tax collectors 
and other disreputable persons. 

Tax collectors were viewed as collaborators with the 
Roman State, extortioners who took money from their own 
people to further the cause of Rome and to line their own 
pockets.  They were spurned as traitors and outcasts.  The 
Jews so abhorred them that pious Pharisees refused to 
marry into a family that had a publican as a member.  
Clearly, Matthew was hardly the type of man that a devout 
Jew would have had among his closest associates.  Yet 
Jesus noted that it was the publican rather than the proud 
Pharisee who prayed the acceptable prayer, “Lord, be 
merciful to me, a sinner.”  There is frequent favorable 
reference to publicans in the many sayings of Jesus in the 
Gospel according to Matthew. 

Matthew was called early in Jesus’ ministry, but that he wrote the Gospel that bears his 
name is seriously doubted by scholars.  It is, however, generally accepted that his “logia” or 
“sayings of Jesus” have been included in that Gospel. 

 It may be that the author of the First Gospel took from 
Matthew’s work some of the numerous parables and comments that 
make that Gospel so popular a source for homilies and teaching.  
Through this Gospel, especially, Jesus speaks not only of faith and 
eternal life, but of duties toward one’s neighbors, family, and even 
enemies.  Tradition has it that Matthew, having converted many 
persons to Christianity in Judea, traveled to the East; but there is no 
certain evidence for this.  He has been venerated as a martyr, but 
the time and circumstances of his death are unknown.  In our St. 
Matthew stained glass window, his symbol, the moneybag refers to 
his occupation before he was called to follow Christ. 
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Name Tags - Please be courteous to your fellow parishioners, 
to newcomers, visiting clergy and guests by extending a warm 
welcome to them and by wearing your name tag.  And 
remember to wear them to coffee hour as well. 

†  Transforming Saints of God 
 

Thursday, September 13th  
 

John Coleridge Patteson and his Companions 
Bishop of Melanesia, Martyrs, 1871 

 

J ohn Coleridge Patteson was born in London in 1827. He attended Balliol College, 
Oxford, and graduated in 1849. 

After a tour of Europe and a study of languages, he became a fellow of Merton College, 
Oxford, in 1852. In 1855, he heard Bishop George Selwyn of New Zealand call for 

volunteers to go the South Pacific to preach the Gospel. 
 He went there, and founded a school for the education of native 
Christian workers. 
 He was adept at languages, and learned twenty-three of the languages 
spoken in the Polynesian and Melanesian Islands of the South Pacific. In 
1861 he was consecrated Bishop of Melanesia. 
The slave-trade was technically illegal in the South Pacific at that time, 
but the laws were only laxly enforced and in fact slave-raiding was a 
flourishing business. 
 Patteson was actively engaged in the effort to stamp it out. However, 

injured men do not always distinguish friends from foes. 
After slave-raiders had attacked the island of Nakapu, in the Santa Cruz group, Patteson 

and several companions visited the area. They were assumed to be connected with the 
raiders, and Patteson's body was floated back to his ship with five hatchet wounds in the 
chest, one for each native who had been killed in the earlier raid. 

The death of Bishop Patteson caused an uproar back in England, and stimulated the 
government there to take firm measures to stamp out slavery and the slave trade in its 
Pacific territories. It was also the seed of a strong and vigorous Church in Melanesia today. 

Patteson and his companions died on 20 September 1871. 
written by James Kiefer 

“B ut the wisdom from above is first pure, 
then peaceable, gentle, willing to yield, full 

of mercy and good fruits, without a trace of 
partiality or hypocrisy.”  Put that list on your 
mirror and try to live by these good stepping-stones 
for faithful stewards – difficult indeed to attain, 
but gratitude-creating when you have some success! 

 

  

St. Paul’s has started a new ministry … in 

Portuguese!  Our own Joe Bernardo prepares a 

timely message that is available on our 

website, our Facebook page and our YouTube 

channel.  You might want to check it out.  Be sure to 

“like” it and share it with your Portuguese friends. 

http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/portugues.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/portugues.html


8  

 

The 

Rector’s 

Forum 

 

 

†  Greeters Needed 
 

Greeting people in a warm way makes them feel 
good about their presence in church. 

At St. Paul’s, we are always looking for people 
who feel called to serve in this important ministry.  
If you are interested in becoming a greeter, please 

contact Pam Szen (prszen@gmail.com) or David 
Szen 

†  Happy Birthday to You! 
 

K atie Szen & Sarah Szen celebrate Saturday!  Bake a cake for 

William Boehm on Sunday.  Throw a party on Monday for 

Ted Koniecki.  McKenzie Connors & Mitchel O’Hara will be 

blowing out candles on Wednesday.  Have a blessed day everyone! 
 

 

T he Rector’s Forum has begun a study entitled “People of the 

Promised Land Part I.” 

People of the Promised Land I covers the united kingdom of Israel, 

from Joshua to Solomon. 

We are studying the books of Joshua, Ruth, 1 and 2 Samuel, 1 Kings 

1-11 and overviews of Psalms and Proverbs. 

The themes of this study are Provision, Holiness, Leadership, and 

Faithfulness. 

In this study we will find… 

God PROMISED to give His people the land . . . and He did! 

God LED His people TO and INTO the land. 

God ESTABLISHED His people in a UNIFIED Kingdom in the 

Promised Land. 

 

The Rector's Forum meets every Sunday, starting at 9:30 in the Guild 

Room.  Grab a cup of coffee and join us. 
 

 

mailto:prszen@gmail.com
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Announcements & The Liturgy of 

the Holy Communion 
 

T 
here is no good place for announcements, 
whether at the liturgy’s opening or end or 
in the middle, and it might be better to 

reserve them to Coffee Hour.  Yet there are always 
matters 
important 
for all to 
hear, and at 

St. Paul’s we share them after the Peace.  This is also 
a time when we commission ministers and recognize 
important events in the life of our parishioners.  On 
Healing Sunday’s this is when we share our 
testimonies.  An Offertory Sentence at the end of the 
announcements begins the Liturgy of the Holy 
Communion. 

The second half of the Eucharist was originally 
reserved only for the baptized and confirmed.  Those 
who were preparing for membership I the Church 
were called “Catechumens” and were escorted out of 
the Church at the end of the Liturgy fof the Word.  
The Liturgy of the Word had centered around the 
pulpit and lectern, but the Liturgy of the Holy 
Communion moves our attention to the Altar. 

†  About the Service 

†  Art in the Christian Tradition 
 

Local Woman in a Barley Field  
2005 

Ladakh, India 
 

T he chapter on the woman of noble character 

(or the wife of valor or whatever she’s 

called) is a poem that closes Proverbs.  

Unfortunately, the passage has been used to oppress 

women, demanding a wife have all the 

characteristics listed in the poem.  But the beauty of 

the passage is that the speaker of the poem praises 

his wife not simply for her physical beauty, but for 

her strength.  He admires her fortitude, her wisdom, 

and her goodness.  He recognizes that beauty is not 

in the eye but the heart. 

The Indian woman here may or may not be 

married.  Her husband may or may not be known in 

the city gates.  She may or may not have a 

household, but she is noble.  She has wrapped 

herself in purple and adorned her figure with dignity.  

Her hands are worn and her face weathered, but she 

does not appear to be suffering.  She is the beautiful 

elder, not forgotten.  Even if she were forgotten by 

men - her husband, or sons, or government - she will 

not be forgotten by God. -- Andrea Thornton 
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†  Ladies Tuesday AM Bible Study 

 

T he Ladies Tuesday AM Bible Study is studying, The Book of Isaiah, weekly on 
Tuesdays at 9:15 am in the Guild Room. 

ISAIAH  His name meant "the Lord is salvation" and this was his message for 
over 40 years.  Through him the Lord pronounced judgment on the proud who 
sought to save themselves.  But through him God also comforted the humble with 
glimpses of a Prince of Peace and a Suffering Servant...a desert blossoming...the 
prisoners set free....the hungry fed....and the homeless sheltered. 

This will be an 18 week study of amazing discussions and enlightenment.  
Please join us!!! 

Please join us in study on Tuesday's from 9:15 - 11 am.  For more info email Debbi 
Pomeroy at debbi415@aol.com.  Workbooks are $12. 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8iV8iSAL0aE
mailto:debbi415@aol.com
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†  Pray It Up 
 

N otice the Red and White prayer request cards in the 
pew?  Each Sunday, fill out your request, put it in the 

red bowl on the table on the way to communion.  Then take a 
card from the bowl either right then or after service.  Pray for 
that request for one week.  How comforting to know that 
your request is being prayed for and that you are praying for 
someone else’s!  You might just be praying for the person 
sitting next to you!  Or, if you’d prefer - please send your 

request to St. Paul’s at prayingnow2@gmail.com!   

What did the disciples argue about on the road on the way to Capernaum? 

Mark 9:33-34 NIV 

mailto:prayingnow2@gmail.com
http://bible.gospelcom.net/bible?passage=Mark+9:33-34&version=NIV&showfn=yes


 13 

 
COFFEE HOUR HOSTS 

 

Sep 23nd  8 am - Cindy / Peter Maier  10:30 am - Amy Boyce 
Sep 30th  8 am - Karen / Bob Greely  10:30 am - K DeSanti / P Pascoa 
Oct   7th  8 am  - Beth  / Jay Trott   10:30 am - Switzers 

Contact Mary Allen at 

203-775-6633 or 

chamla@charter.net. 

 

 

mailto:Hi%20Dave. %20Could%20you%20please%20add%20that%20we%20needs%20Coffee%20Hour%20hCHAMLA@CHARTER.NET
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J esus reminds his followers 

that they need to be able 

to see and accept him in many 

guises.  A faithful steward 

seeks and serves Jesus in all 

people. 

†  Come Saturday 

Morning 
 

E ach Saturday 

morning from 7:30 - 

9  our John 21-12 group 

meets at Theo’s Downtown 

Diner in New Milford.  Join 

friends and lively 

theological discussion.  All 

are welcome. 

B SF is an in-depth, interdenominational Bible study that helps people know God and 

equips them to effectively serve the Church throughout the world.  To find more 

information about BSF, follow this link:  https://www.bsfinternational.org/classes/programs/

women 

The main class is held in Southbury every Monday from 7:00-8:30 pm at Christ the 

Redeemer Church.  The main class also has a children’s bible study held during the same 

time.  It is available to children who can read up through high school age. 

There are also two satellite classes – one held mid-day Wednesdays at Mothership 

restaurant on Main Street, Danbury.  The other class is held on Tuesdays, 7 pm at Faith 

Church in New Milford. 

This year, BSF has rolled out on-line virtual classes.  Under the Southbury group, an 

online class is held Wednesday evenings beginning at 6:30 pm.  You will need to be able to 

utilize a computer (BSF has great tutorials and 

instructions to guide you).  If you are unable to travel 

at night or are homebound for other reasons, this class 

is for you.  Your group could consist of local ladies or 

others willing to sign on during the EST zone.  If 

Wednesdays at 6:30 pm won’t work for you, go on to 

the BSF International website and find an online class 

that will meet your needs. 

All the above classes will be studying People of the 

Promised Land, Part 1.  It is best to register for class in 

advance following the link above or at least come to a 

class to hear more about it.  You can also ask Dorothy 

Crocker or Amy Tilford more about BSF who are both 

Discussion Group leaders for 2018-2019. 

 

https://biblehub.com/john/21-12.htm
https://www.bsfinternational.org/classes/programs/women
https://www.bsfinternational.org/classes/programs/women
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†  This Sunday’s Readings 

 

“Seeking Wisdom & Peace” 
 

 Proverbs 31:10-31 

I n this lesson from the Book of Proverbs we find a poem to a woman of worth who 
embodies attributes beyond charm and beauty, all of which have their source in her 

allegiance to God.  In an agrarian culture where the economic and social well-being of the 
household was primary, the industry and ability of ranking women were 
essential to the success of the extended family and its dependents.  The virtues 
of the ideal woman described in this acrostic poem are substantially economic; 
she is an astute businesswoman, managing with excellence all that is in her 
charge.  She is charitable to the poor and extends herself for the needy, 
displays wisdom, and teaches kindness. 

 Psalm 1 
The Lord makes fruitful those who choose the way of righteousness. 
 James 3:13-4:3, 7-8a 
In this New Testament epistle believers are to cleave to wisdom that is 

pure, peaceable, gentle, and full of mercy and good fruits.  The Christian 
community must recognize the results of worldly attitudes and desires: 
jealously, disorder, quarrels, even murder.  Prayers are too often offered for 
the wrong motives, but a harvest of righteousness is sown for those who sow in 
peace.  The wise will refuse evil and draw near to God, and in doing so, they 
will find that God has also drawn near to them. 

 Mark 9:30-37 
In the gospel Jesus foretells his death and resurrection as the Son of Man, 

bidding his disciples to have a servant ministry and to learn to welcome him 
and God in a child.  The several sayings are linked together by the theme of 
Jesus’ lowliness and readiness to suffer for others.  His followers’ difficulty in understanding 
him and their discussion concerning which of them is greatest stand in sharp contrast to their 
Lord’s teachings.  Jesus’ action and words with regard to the child remind us of another 
saying: 
whatever is 
done to the 
least 
member of 
the 
community 
is done to 
him. 

†  Pick Up Your Copy Today!  

 Synthesis CE Study Guides for each weeks readings will 

be available at the back of the church. 

†  Sermon Shorts 
 

"W hat do you choose carefully? You might want 

to reconsider."   To replay all our sermons, 

audio and videos follow this link for the Sunday 

Sermons.  Check out our Sermon Archives as well. 

 

 

Mark 9:30-37 

"The disciples response of not 

understanding, being afraid to 

ask, and then being silent echoes 

the story of Adam and Eve in the 

Garden.  Their initial reaction of 

being afraid to ask breaks 

communication with Jesus; breaks 

their relationship with him.  It 

leaves them with only themselves 

to talk to, and it leads them to do 

things for which they feel 

ashamed to name."  

http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Pentecost/BProp20_RCL.html#reading
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Pentecost/BProp20_RCL.html#response
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Pentecost/BProp20_RCL.html#EPISTLE
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Pentecost/BProp20_RCL.html#GOSPEL
http://saintpaulsbrookfield.com/sermons/this-weeks-sermons.html
http://saintpaulsbrookfield.com/sermons/this-weeks-sermons.html
http://saintpaulsbrookfield.com/sermons/sermon-archives-2018.html
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†  Electronic Giving 

A s a reminder, Saint Paul’s continues to offer the electronic giving option for 

making your regular donations.  Contributions can be debited automatically from 

your checking/savings account or your credit/debit card.  Our electronic giving program 

offers convenience for you and provides much needed donation consistency for our 

congregation.  There is no cost to you to use this system.  

Also there will be no changes if you choose to still use 

your present method of giving.  The system is simple 

using the following steps below. 

 Sign on to the church website at 

www.SaintPaulsBrookfield.com. 

Click on the “Give Now” button at the top left of the 

first page. 

Click on the “Create Profile” button to create your 

unique on line profile. 

After you have created your profile, follow the on line instructions to schedule your 

contribution. 

 If you have any questions, please contact Chuck Allen at 203-775-6633 or 

treasurer@SaintPaulsBrookfield.com. 

†  Transforming Stewardship 
 

“If anyone wishes to be first, he shall be the last of all and 
the servant of all.”    (Mark 9:35) 

 

J esus teaches us that we are called to serve one another. 
Sacrifice is not a word that many people like to hear. We 

think it means that we must give up something that we want. 
However, the literal meaning of sacrifice is “to make holy,” 
from the words “sacer” = sacred and “facere” = to make. In 
other words, we make our lives holy by sharing our gifts in the 
service of God. 

†  New Door Access 
 

H ello St. Paul’s family!  As many of you have likely noticed, we have a new keypad 
at the back (glass) door to the church.  This was installed over the summer as part 

of a new plan to help secure the building.  We want our church building to be a welcoming 
haven for members and visitors, but we also need to ensure the safety and well-
being of all who enter our building. 
 In order to monitor traffic in and out of the building, we are asking everyone 
to enter through the back door for all church business.  This will not apply during 
regular Sunday and Wednesday services where all doors will be open to allow for 
easy access.  All other church business, committee meetings or ministry events 
throughout the rest of the week will need to enter the building using the back 
door. 
 All staff, vestry, and ministry leaders will be given access codes for the back 
door.  If you are included in that group or are a member that requires access to 
the building outside of scheduled service times, please email Patrick at 
oconnorspatrick@gmail.com to receive an access code. 
 In mid-October, the locks on all exterior doors will be changed out and any 
existing door keys will no longer work.  If you will need building access 
moving forward, please contact Patrick before October 15th. 
 If you have any questions or concerns, please don’t hesitate to reach out to 
Patrick or a member of the vestry. 

http://www.SaintPaulsBrookfield.com
mailto:treasurer@SaintPaulsBrookfield.com
mailto:oconnorspatrick@gmail.com
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†  Your Prayers Are Requested For… 

 

I t is such an intimate time when praying for the health and well being of others and 
such a privilege.  The people that we lift up to The Lord are part of our hearts for all 

time.  Please pray for… 
 
.....Fr. George Hall, Brenda Darling, Jean 
Stauffer, Lorraine Estok and other 
parishioners convalescing in extended care 
facilities. 
.....Christ Church, Stratford; Trinity, Tariffville; 
St. Peter’s/Trinity, Thomaston; Trinity, 
Torrington. 
.....Revival at St. Paul’s and the greater Danbury 
area. 
.....Children and Children’s ministries; Rhythms 
of Grace, Grace2Go, and other ministries for children with special needs. 
.....Ginny Beck, Clayton Ferry, Gary Stein, Joe & Barbara Hock, Sue Balla, Rose 
Barrett, Jim Megura, Jay Lawrence, Alex, Teresa Stacchiotti, Mary DeAnzeris, 
Anthony, Paul Kovacs, Denise, Lee Rybos, Sandy Chaleski, Pam Altemus, Stu Terrill, 
Jennifer, Susan, Cathy Schrull, Anja, Rhonda, Katie, Karen and Jenna Lynn Baish 
continued healing. 
.....the people of the Democratic People’s Republic of (North) Korea; the people of Ireland; 
Diocese of Ibadan - (Ibadan, Nigeria) The Most Revd Joseph Akinfenwa; and our sister and 
brother members of the Every Nation. 
.....Christians in the Middle East facing persecution at the hands of ISIS forces.  Pray also 
for radical Muslims throughout the world to come to know Jesus Christ. 
.....Michael for protection from mortar attacks in Somalia with the UN peacekeeping 
service. 
…..St. James’ Episcopal Church, Danbury and their Daily Bread Food Pantry, which is the 
recipient of our food basket collections during the month of September. 
.....Mothership on Main, Danbury, a marketplace supporter of the Jericho Partnership. 
.....The Mission of the Church. 
.....Bill Beattie, founder and chairman of the Jericho Partnership, complete healing of 
Multiple Myeloma. 
.....the recovery and safety of everyone in the path of Hurricane Florence and its flooding. 

 

†  This & That & Links 
(Click on pictures or red links for more info) 

 

Links We Like 
 

Things That Make You Think 
 

Back Issues of Sword Points 
 

The story behind 
Ronald Reagan's 
lost letter about 

God 
 

Columnist Karen 
Tumulty unearthed 
a letter from former 

president Ronald 
Reagan to his dying 
father-in-law — a 
rare window into 

Reagan's 
relationship with 

God.  

http://www.christchurchstratford.org/content/
http://www.trinitytariffville.org/
http://stpeterstrinity.org/
https://www.trinity-torrington.org/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/North_Korea
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Republic_of_Ireland
http://www.anglicancommunion.org/structures/member-churches/member-church/diocese/position.aspx?church=nigeria&dio=ibadan&pos=bishop-of-ibadan&posID=6933
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Every_Nation
http://www.saintjamesdanbury.org/
http://www.dailybreadfoodpantry.com/index.html
http://www.missionstclare.com/english/prayers/8.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/news/links.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/news/things-that-make-you-think.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/news/weekly-qsword-pointsq.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/contact-us.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=1&v=RuUhdUUW7bM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=1&v=RuUhdUUW7bM
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Random Fact of the Week!  Did you know … that a former island is 

named after the Massachusetts Institute of 

Technology?  

†  It Takes An Editorial Board 

Contributors to this Weeks 
Sword Points: 

 

M ary Allen, Susan Balla, Chris 
Barrett, Justin Doty, Steve 

Hemming, Lois Hunt, Susan Iverson, Beth 
Miller, Nicole 
O’Connors, Patrick 
O’Connors, Mary 
Perry, Ken Perry, 
Kirsten Peterson, 
Debbi Pomeroy, 
Joe Shepley, Tara 
Shepley, Pam Szen, 
David Szen, Ron 
Switzer, John 
Tuthill, Don 
Winkley. 

 
 

 

Just For Fun ! 
(And Christian Fellowship) 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/MIT_Guyot
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Massachusetts_Institute_of_Technology
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Massachusetts_Institute_of_Technology
https://www.facebook.com/saintpaulsbrookfield/
https://twitter.com/#!/StPaulsB
https://instagram.com/stpaulsb/
https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/

